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Following the demoli-
tion, a new public space 
will be established with 
seating areas and green-
ery with the objective of 
creating a safe and wel-
coming space.

It will also improve the 
connectivity between 
Fore and North Bondgate,  
making it easier for visi-

tors to access the range 
of independent shops and 
businesses in both areas.

Cllr Elizabeth Scott, Cab-
inet member for economy 
and partnerships, said: 
“The former amusement 
arcade has been vacant 
for many years and has 
been described as an eye-
sore by the community.

“We are pleased to begin 
work on demolishing the 
site to create a new wel-
coming public space that 
will link up the two streets 
and provide an opportu-
nity to increase footfall to 
the town centre. 

“The project will con-
tribute to our ambitious 
plans to transform Bishop 

Auckland into a thriving 
visitor destination.”

The development is 
described as a key project 
within the Future High 
Streets Fund programme 
to regenerate the town. 

The project has been  
scheduled by the local 
authority for completion 
by early 2024.

PUBLIC SPACE TO LINK FORE AND NORTH BONDGATE
The former amusement arcade, which has been vacant for many years will be demolished to create a new public space that also links Fore and North Bondgate. 

WORK TO demolish a der-
elict amusement arcade 
and create a new public 
space in Bishop Auckland 
began this week.

Durham County Council 
commenced demolition 
of the building located 
at 58-59 Fore and North 
Bondgate on Monday, 24 
July.
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news
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piece of track and sur-
rounding ballast to give 
the gardens an authentic 
feel. 

Wayne Dixon, General 
Manager, Weardale Rail-
ways said: “When we were 
approached by Anne we 
were delighted to support 
the project through the 
provision of redundant 
track materials.

“Our Track Manager 
and his team thoroughly 
enjoyed the opportunity 
to help build the gardens 
for the schoolchildren.”

The children designed 
welly boots and painted 
them based on what they 
had learned about the rail-
way.  

The track signifies the 
history of the village, the 
impact of technology and 
travelling through life, and 
the welly boots are the 
children’s representation 
of their journeys.

The recycling of items is 
protecting the planet and 
the plants are supporting 
wildlife. 

Shawn Laws, Head-
teacher of Witton le Wear 
Primary School said: “We 
are delighted to be part of 
this project and to forge 
a strong link with the rail-
way.  

“We have just reviewed 
our curriculum for history. 
The railway and, more 
widely, the development 
of technology plays a 
huge part in not only the 
history of our village, but 
also the wider area.  

“Children’s safety on 
and around railway lines 
is also an essential part 
of their personal develop-
ment.  

“I am hugely grateful to 
Mrs Yuill and also Weard-
ale Railway for the sup-
port they have given with 
this project.”

CHILDREN FROM Witton 
le Wear Primary School 
have created a Railway 
Garden to celebrate the 
strong links between the 
village and the railway.  

As part of the project, 
the children walked to the  
railway station with local 
historian and school gov-
ernor, Mrs. Anne Yuill.  

They heard about the 
history of the railway 
through stories of the 
people who had worked 
at the station, how it 
was used and what had 
changed over time. 

They also learned rail-
way safety from Claire 

Gibbons, Senior Commu-
nity Liaison Officer with 
The Auckland Project.  

Following the walk, Mrs 
Yuill approached Weard-
ale Railway to discuss the 
possibility of installing a 
permanent feature to link 
the school and the railway 
within the village.  

It was decided to create 
two welly boot gardens, 
one in the grounds of the 
school and the other at 
the railway station.  

The team at Weardale 
Railway were extremely 
accommodating and 
agreed to provide and 
install sleepers, a short 

PUPILS CELEBRATE VILLAGE RAILWAY LINKS
Children from Witton le Wear Primary School at their railway garden with Anne Yuill and her husband, Kelso, aka Topham Hat, the Fat Controller. 

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660 
www.cwbooth.co.uk

Crime and Road Traffic Offences
Matrimonial  |  Children  |  Family

Personal Injury Claims
Wills & Probate  |  Conveyancing

Lasting Powers of Attorney

07518 117 486
07825 345 427

General cleaning,
One-off cleans,
Letting cleans

No Job Too Big  
or Too Small

Little Linda & Little Kev

The Cleaners

Family run business

Classifieds Line ads and personal notices ...

Unrepairable LED TVs. 40” 
and over £20. Also 32” £10. No 
cracked screens. Tel Billy on 
07958 410658

Wanted Wanted

Household Furniture bought. 
Traditional or modern. Also 
gold jewellery. Tel Ryan on 
07860 560295.

Warmfront Gas 
Services

-	 Boiler Replacement 
-	 Central Heating Service
-	 Boiler Repairs
-	 Gas Installation
-	 Landlords Check

Mobile: 07554 061710
Office: 01388 417690
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“The help, support and 
challenge the lecturers 
have given me has been 
unbelievable. 

“Obtaining a first in 
sports coaching will 
be one of my proudest 
achievements and I am 
looking forward to contin-
uing my studies as well as 
starting a new career.”

Ben, a former student 
at Longfield Secondary 
School in Darlington, 
studied Level 4 and Level 
5 Sports Coaching at 
Leeds City College before 
joining Bishop Auckland 
College to complete his 
degree.

No stranger to hard 
work, he supported his 
degree with a part-time 
role as a Learning Sup-
port Assistant at the col-
lege and also coached 
children from deprived 
backgrounds in a variety 
of sports during school 
holidays for Darlington 
Borough Council. 

Ben is also a volunteer 
coach at Darlington Rail-
way Athletic (RA) Cricket 
Club.

Andrew Dixon, Head of 
Teacher Development 
and Sport at Bishop Auck-

land College, said Ben 
deserved his double dose 
of good news: “If ever 
there was an example of 
hard work paying off, this 
is it. We are all ecstatic for 
him.”

Lewis Marr, Partnership 
Manager at Education 
Enterprise Legacy added: 
“Ben really impressed us 
during the interview. 

“Obviously a methodical 
thinker when it comes to 
planning and delivering 
sessions, he engaged the 
whole group immediately 
with his craft and cha-
risma. 

“In this domain, work-
ing with both teachers 
and children, we needed 
someone who could 
engage from the onset 
and Ben demonstrated 
that clearly.”

Ben, whose partner 
Georgina teaches part-
time at the college, will 
graduate at its annual 
HE ceremony at Durham 
Cathedral in October.

Bishop Auckland Col-
lege has a range of full 
and part-time sports 
courses starting this Sep-
tember. For more infor-
mation visit bacoll.ac.uk.

IT WAS a great end of 
season feeling for Ben 
I’Anson, who netted a top 
job just days after learn-
ing he had secured a first 
class honours degree.

The 24-year-old from 
Darlington was still cel-
ebrating his stunning 
result in his BSc (Hons) 
in Sports Coaching at 
Bishop Auckland College 
when he took the call to 
tell him he had top scored 
in his interview with Edu-
cation Enterprise Legacy.

The company supports 
more than 50 nursery, 
primary and secondary 
schools with their physi-
cal education provision. 

And in his new role as PE 
& School Sport Coordina-
tor, Ben will help teachers 
with the planning, delivery 
and assessment of their 
PE curriculum and assist 
in the administration and 
delivery of leagues, festi-
vals and competitions.

He said: “Having wanted 
to pursue a career in 
sport from a young age, 
Bishop Auckland College 
has helped me secure my 
dream with the fantastic 
opportunities they pro-
vided over the last year.

FIRST CLASS RESULT AS BEN NETS TOP JOB  
Ben I’Anson is pictured with Andrew Dixon and Lewis Marr at Bishop Barrington, one of the schools 
served by Education Enterprise Legacy.

CAR SALES & VEHICLE SERVICES

QUALITY USED CARS
Finance arranged | Comprehensive Warranties

AA Breakdown Cover 
All vehicles sold with fresh Service & MOT

SERVICES FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS
MOT Testing Class 4, 5 & 7

Vehicle Diagnostics | Brakes | Clutches
Timing Belts | Van Hire | Courtesy Cars

Local Collection & Drop-off

St Helen Auckland, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT 
Main                      Sales

01388 605080 | 07582 570308
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

We cater for HGV & PSV Operators
Inspections | Tachographs | Break TestingExterior/Interior Painting 

Roofing - Architectural Repairs 
Rendering/Dashing - Plastering

Contact our team
Tel: 01388 607614

07572 501641

Protecting and Perfecting Properties

A F F O R D A B L E  
Driveways & Patios

BLOCK PAVING  
DRIVEWAYS - PATIOS  

JET WASHING - FENCING  
TREE WORK - GRAVEL

Call Thomas on 07802 497258 
for a FREE estimate today

Any genuine quote beaten 
No job too big or small

A. Francis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

THE BISHOP Auckland 
and Shildon AAP has 
funding available for not-
for-profit organisations 
and groups to support 
projects that address the 
AAP’s priority of Commu-
nity/Covid Recovery.

They we would like to 
invite organisations and 
groups to submit poten-
tial project proposals 
based on the themes 
highlighted below:
•	Health and wellbeing: 

improving mental and 
physical health as well 
as building the confi-
dence of individuals;

•	Employability and train-
ing: including volunteer-
ing and other upskilling 
activities;

•	Increasing household 
income: activities 
including debt and ben-
efit advice, feeding fam-
ilies and employability;

•	Tackling inequalities as 
a result of the cost-of-
living crisis: including 
advice and guidance, 
food provision, support 
and social isolation;

•	Support for the Volun-
tary and Community 
Sector.
Please note that this is 

not an exhaustive list and 
there may be other issues 
that need to be taken into 
consideration.

AAP funding should 
plug gaps in mainstream 
provision and add value 
to other funds and pro-
grammes wherever pos-
sible and projects should 
therefore complement 
existing activity.   

Match funding is 
expected and will be 
looked upon favourably.   

A minimum of £5,000 
funding can be applied 
for. Funding can be 
applied for both revenue 
and capital projects. 

A maximum grant per 
project has not been set 
but every application will 
need to show that pro-
jects have been costed 
and calculated to repre-
sent value for money.

“We would encourage 
and welcome a discus-
sion about your propos-
als prior to submission 
and we look forward to 
hearing from you,” said a 
spokesperson.

The deadline for receiv-
ing applications is 12pm 
on Friday 4 August.

To obtain an applica-
tion form, call  03000 268 
664,  03000 268 075 or 
03000 268 663, or email:  
b i s h o p s h i l d o n a a p @ 
durham.gov.uk.

You can also find out 
more at durham.gov.uk/
bishopandshildonaap.

BASH AAP CALLS FOR PROJECTS

Reach up to 33,000 homes when you  
advertise in Bishop Press and its sister papers:  
0 1 3 8 8  7 7 5 8 9 6   |   b i s h o p @s w d . n e w s
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the outdoors with TAP 
into Outdoors. Delivered 
by Noo Noo’s Forest 
School, children engage 
the senses, connect with 
nature and learn through 
play whilst making new 
friends.

Alison Tweddle, Head 
of Learning and Com-
munity Engagement at 

The Auckland Project 
said: “We have created a 
summer programme of 
events and activities for 
families to have fun and 
make lasting memories 
at a place whose history 
is steeped in art, faith and 
wonderful stories that 
have shaped the North 
East and beyond. 

IF YOUR little one has 
dreamed of becoming a 
knight for the day, always 
wanted to make their own 
film or goes wild for For-
est School, The Auckland 
Project’s summer calen-
dar of events is ready to 
spark imaginations.

Taking place across the 
summer from Saturday 
22 July to Sunday 3 Sep-
tember, under the themes 
of TAP into History, TAP 
into Nature, and TAP into 
Art, The Auckland Pro-
ject has created a diverse 
range of events that 
welcomes families and 
ensures there’s oppor-
tunities for everyone to 
engage in immersive 
experiences. 

For history-loving five 
to 11-year-olds, Knight 
School hones battle skills 
and visitors can see what 
life was like in Medieval 
Auckland, while budding 
artists can enjoy print-
making, flower wreath 
making, or mindfulness 
art sessions.

Meanwhile nature 
enthusiasts can explore 

SUMMER OF FUN AT THE AUCKLAND PROJECT

“There’s something for 
everyone, so join us this 
summer and discover 
the rich history, natural 
beauty, and vibrant art 
that Auckland has to 
offer.”

The full calendar of 
events can be found at  
www.aucklandproject.org/ 
summer/

All events and activities 
are with free or half-price 
for annual pass holders, 
who can also enjoy 12 
months of unlimited entry 
to The Auckland Project’s 
other attractions includ-
ing Auckland Castle and 
Gardens, the Spanish 
Gallery, Mining Art Gal-
lery and Faith Museum 
(opening this autumn). 

The Auckland Project 
Annual Pass costs £25 
for adults, £37.50 for a 
family of one adult and 
up to four children, and 
£62.50 for a family of two 
adults and up to four chil-
dren.

Families living in a DL4 
or DL14 postcode can 
also enjoy 40% discount 
when they purchase an 
annual pass at any of 
The Auckland Project’s 
attractions (proof of 
address required). 

The discounted pass 
costs £15 for adults 
£22.50 for a family of 
one adult and up to four 
children and £37.50 for a 
family of two adults and 
up to four children. 
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when involved in a col-
lision, so this is a great 
way for riders to hone 
their skills and hopefully 
reduce the amount of col-
lisions involving motorcy-
clist on our roads.

“I’d encourage any qual-
ified motorcyclists to get 
involved.”

To participate you will 
need:
•	A road-worthy bike in 

excess of 125cc;
•	Your driving licence;
•	Proof of insurance;
•	Appropriate clothing, 

including an approved 
helmet and visor, a 
motorcycle jacket and 
gloves.
The course costs £65 

and all information, 
including how to sign up, 
can be found at www.
bikesafe.co.uk/durham/

Are you a qualified 
motorcyclist who wants 
to hone your skills with 
the Durham Roads & 
Armed Policing Unit? 

Durham Constabulary 
has 112 workshop spaces 
available during August, 
September and October, 
as part of the BikeSafe ini-
tiative which looks to pro-
vide advance riding skills 
to motorcyclists to reduce 
potential collisions on the 
force’s roads.

The one-day course 
will see participants 
tutored by advanced rid-
ers at the DRAP base in 
Spennymoor, giving you 
the chance to bridge the 
gap between skills you 
learned when you gained 
your initial licence and 
those used by opera-
tional officers.

Theory will be covered 
in the morning, followed 
by a three-to-four-hour 
assessment ride in the 
afternoon.

DRAP motorcycle ser-
geant Steve Down said: 
“We know that motor-
cylists are more likely to 
suffer significant injuries 

BIKESAFE WORKSHOPS AVAILABLE

BikeSafe is provided by Durham Roads & Armed Policing Unit.

Representative example Duration of 
Device Plan

Upfront 
cost

Monthly device 
payment

Credit  
amount

Total amount  
payable for device

Interest rate
(fixed) 

Representative
APR

Cash price (to 
buy outright)

Airtime Plan,  
today to Mar 2024

Airtime Plan, Apr 2024 
to Mar 2025

Airtime Plan, Apr 2025  
to Mar 2026

iPhone 14 Plus 128GB 36 months £30 £15.25 £548.96 £578.96 0% 0% £578.96 £21 £21 + RPI announced  
in Feb 2024 = Price A

Price A + RPI  
announced in Feb 2025

@ Bishop Auckland Rugby Club (DL14 7 PA) 

clubhouse & outdoor grounds 

10 am—4 pm  
Thursday 17th August 2023 

 

Why not come on down to join us in some fascinating river activities, like 
‘electrofishing’!? Enjoy café style food all day at the bar, where there will also 
be a range of refreshments available..                                                                      FREE ADMISSION  

With special guest speaker Terry Featherstone 
(Coundon Community Forest Ambassador ) 

in association with: 

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Methodist Church on 
Cockton Hill Road is 
hosting a Project Day on 
Wednesday 2 August 
from 10am until  1pm.

Refreshments will be  

served all day and there 
will be a tombola and 
raffle stalls. Proceeds 
will be donated to Angel 
Trust and the Methodist 
Women in Britain project. 
All are welcome.

PROJECT DAY AT METHODIST’S
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The award-winning housebuilder, Linden Homes has now launched
Bishops Park II. And this second phase of the very popular Bishops Park is

now open & available to find your new dream home. The development
features a stunning collection of 3 & 4-bedroom new homes. Reserve

your new energy-efficient dream home for £99 and part exchange is now
available! The Mayfield and The Goodridge showhomes available to view

plus, explore our development with our 3D interactive siteplan
technology!

Bishops Park II
Introducing

Bishop Auckland, DL14 8FA

Ask us about our range of incentives and home moving schemes
available to help you get moving into your dream home in 2023!

RESERVE YOUR NEW HOME FOR £99

& PART EXCHANGE NOW AVAILABLE*

part exchange

shared ownership
scheme available here!



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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BBISHOP ISHOP AAUCKLANDUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk  |  www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk  | Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  | BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd
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drive away safely, Wayne 
drove his ball under the 
lip of the left hand green-
side bunker. 

With his opponent at 
the back of the green 
Wayne’s bunker shot hit 
the hole and the result-
ing birdie putt from five 
feet forced extra holes 
with Wayne snatching 
the comeback win  on the 
first extra hole. 

Reigning club cham-
pion, Jamie Birkbeck fol-
lowed, closing his game 
out on the 16th green 
and was closely followed 
by Graham Milne who 
won on the 17th green to 
secure a 4v1 win. 

Full credit must go to 
Heworth Golf Club. The 
scoreline at the end 

doesn’t convey how 
close this match actu-
ally was and it could so 
easily have been 2v3 in 
Heworth’s favour. 

I must congratulate 
our team for producing a 
great win to get us into 
the semi finals on Sunday 
13th August on a neutral 
course, to be confirmed 
when draw is made. 

I’ve always had a soft 
spot for the Clark Cup, so 
I’m thrilled we are in the 
business end of the com-
petition at this stage of 
the season.

This, combined with 
our current league form, 
which see us top of the 
league table, makes for 
an exciting end to the 
season.

BISHOP AUCKLAND Golf 
Club hosted Heworth 
Golf Club in the Durham 
County Clark Cup Quarter 
Final earlier this month 
writes Mark Walker. 

After receiving a bye in 
Round One, followed by 
away wins at Dinsdale 
Spa and Whickham Golf 
Club, the home draw was 
certainly welcomed. 

Craig Wren led the team 
out but couldn’t get the 
putter working and fell 
to a 3&2 defeat to put the 
away side 0v1 up.

John Howarth quickly 
restored parity with a 
dominant performance,  
winning his tie 6&5. 

Wayne Hewitt was one 
down on the 18th tee and 
after his opponent got his 

GOLFERS INTO CUP SEMI-FINALS
Graham Milne, Wayne Hewitt, Craig Wren, John Howarth, Jamie Birkbeck and team manager, Mark Walker.

JONAS RAILTON of 
Bishop Auckland, boxing 
out of Billingham Boxing 
Academy, has enjoyed a 
succesful season.  

Whilst studying for his 
GCSEs, he has continued 
to train hard and dedicate 
himself to the sport. This 
season, Jonas won the 
NAGBC National Box-
ing Championships in 
December, followed it up 

SUCCESSFUL YEAR FOR JONAS
Jonas with his Hull Box Cup gold medal after a third round stoppage.

with gold in the Angel 
of the North Box Cup in 
May and has this month-
claimed gold for the sec-
ond time in the Hull Box 
Cup.

Jonas will now take a 
much-needed break and 
return in the new season 
in September on a high 
and ready to go again for 
the 2023/2024 boxing 
season.

DATED: 29 July 2023

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council proposes to make an Order under the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit all 
vehicular traffic from proceeding on a 350 metre length of road 
between Watling Road and Hampshire Place, Bishop Auckland 
to enable carriageway patching repair works to be undertaken.  
An alternative route will be available to vehicular traffic from 
the south western side of the closure from Watling Road north to 
Cockton Hill traffic signals then easterly on St Andrews Road and 
southerly onto the Henknowle spine road leading to Hampshire 
Place to the north eastern side of the closure, and vice versa. 
The maximum duration of the Order is 18 months. The proposed 
works are to commence from 9.15am to 3pm per day on 15/08/23 
and are anticipated to be completed in 2 days. On occasions, 
alternative dates for closure may be necessary and these will be 
signed on site accordingly. 

THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF DURHAM
HENKNOWLE SPINE ROAD, BISHOP AUCKLAND 

(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2023 


