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HISTORIC ENGLAND has 
awarded Durham County 
Council £161,000 to 
repair and revitalise the 
remains of the world’s 
first iron railway bridge. 

Completed in 1823, 
Gaunless Bridge was 

designed by ‘father of 
the railways’ George Ste-
phenson and spanned 
the River Gaunless in 
West Auckland. 

Forming part of a line 
serving the Witton Park 
Colliery, it originally car-

ried horse-drawn coal 
wagons, which were 
then replaced with steam 
locomotives in around 
1833.  

The bridge remained 
in use until 1901 when 
it was no longer able to 

take the weight of the 
increasingly heavy coal 
wagons. 

Whilst the bridge was 
dismantled – part of 
which is on permanent 
display at the National 
Railway Museum - the 

GRANT AWARDED TO REPAIR THE REMAINS 
OF WORLD’S FIRST IRON RAILWAY BRIDGE

A drawing of Gaunless Bridge, first published in the Engineer in 1875. Copyright: Public Domain.

stone abutments sup-
porting the structure 
remained in place and are 
now part of the Stockton 
and Darlington Railway 
Scheduled Monument. 



2

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Bishop Press 

when contacting 
advertisers.

www.swd.news/chapter

www.swd.news/crier

Published by
South West Durham News CIC 

3-4 First Floor Offices 
Shildon Town Council building

Civic Hall Square
Shildon  DL4 1AH

Editorial:
07515 552824

Advertising:
07909 992731

Email: 
bishop@swd.news

Online:
www.swd.news/bishop

SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
07515 552824 or email 

bishop@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Bishop Press cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Bishop Press  

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

Saturday 25 February 2023Become a member: visit https://www.members.swd.news/join and help build a stronger community for us all.

“Gaunless Bridge has 
a significant role in the 
history of the railway 
and the repair of its abut-
ments mark the first step 
in securing the bridge’s 
legacy as a part of the 
new Walking and Cycling 
Route.”    

Cllr Elizabeth Scott, 
Durham County Coun-
cil’s Cabinet member 
for economy and part-

nerships, said: “As the 
world’s first iron railway 
bridge, Gaunless Bridge 
is a key part of our rail 
heritage, both at a local 
and national level.

“We’re really pleased 
therefore that this fund-
ing is allowing us to 
restore and repair the 
abutments, helping pre-
serve this important 
site.” 

In recent years they have 
fallen victim to anti-so-
cial behaviour, which has 
affected their condition.  

The grant from Historic 
England will be used to 
repair the abutments, 
which will support a new 
bridge deck that will form 
part of the new 26-mile 
Stockton and Darling-
ton Railway Walking and 
Cycling route. 

Alongside the repair 
work, Historic England 
will involve the local com-
munity, running sessions 
about the history of the 
bridge with local school 
children and setting up 
a volunteer group ded-

icated to the long-term 
care of the site.  

This project is part of 
the Stockton and Dar-
lington Railway Heritage 
Action Zone, a five-year 
project focused on reju-
venating and restoring 
the 26 mile stretch of his-
toric railway, and to help 
realise its potential to 
become a major heritage 
attraction and visitor des-
tination in the build up to 
its 2025 bicentenary.

Giles Proctor from His-
toric England said: “We 
are really pleased to be 
funding this restora-
tion project through the 
Stockton and Darlington 
Railway Heritage Action 
Zone. 

GAUNLESS BRIDGE TO BE REPAIRED
FROM PAGE 1

Top left: Gaunless Bridge, before it was dismantled in 1901 (copyright: Public Domain); Top right: Part of Gaunless Railway Bridge now at the 
National Railway Musuem in York (copyright: Science Museum Group); Bottom: Gaunless Bridge abutments (copyright: Historic England).

CAR SALES & VEHICLE SERVICES

QUALITY USED CARS
Finance arranged | Comprehensive Warranties

AA Breakdown Cover 
All vehicles sold with fresh Service & MOT

SERVICES FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS
MOT Testing Class 4, 5 & 7

Vehicle Diagnostics | Brakes | Clutches
Timing Belts | Van Hire | Courtesy Cars

Local Collection & Drop-off

St Helen Auckland, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT 
Main                      Sales

01388 605080 | 07582 570308
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

We cater for HGV & PSV Operators
Inspections | Tachographs | Break Testing

Classifieds are 51p per 
word and £8.24 per 
optional photograph. 
For more information: 
01388 775 896 | 
bishop@swd.news

Household Furniture bought. 
Traditional or modern. Tel 
Ryan on 07860 560295.

Unrepairable LED TVs. 40” 
and over £20. Also 32” £10. No 
cracked screens. Tel Billy on 
07958 410658

Wanted Wanted

Cash Paid

For gold jewellery, broken or 
unwanted. 07860 560295.

Classifieds Line ads and personal notices ...
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positive changes in this 
community and we want 
everyone to be part of 
this exciting journey.” 

Plans for the bus sta-
tion include eight bus 
stands, improved pas-
senger information 
boards and seating 
areas, as well as three 
entrances and exits and 
a kiosk area. 

It would also see 
improved facilities for 
passengers, such as an 
accessible toilet, parent 
and child facilities and a 
Changing Places toilet.

In line with the council’s 
commitment to reducing 
its carbon footprint, it is 
proposed that sustain-
able drainage planters 
and a water harvesting 
system will be installed 
alongside the use of pho-
tovoltaic panels to pro-
duce energy. 

Meanwhile, the council 
is proposing a new sur-
face level car park that 
will offer 120 spaces, 
including electric vehicle 
charging point bays and 
spaces for blue badge 
holders, wheelchair 
accessible vehicles and 
motorcycles.

As well as improved 
connectivity to the town 
centre and Newgate Cen-
tre, trees and planters 
will be placed through-
out the car park to create 

a more welcoming and 
sustainable environ-
ment. 

The council is also 
exploring opportunities 
to make the existing 
Newgate Centre car park 
more user-friendly.

Residents and busi-
nesses can take part in 
the consultation no later 
than Sunday 12 March 
by visiting www.durham.
gov.uk/consultation. 

A series of drop-in 
events will also be held 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall for people to find out 
more about the plans 
and have their say. 

These are taking place 
from 10.30am until 
3.30pm on Thursday 2, 
Friday 3, and Saturday 4 
March. 

Feedback from the con-
sultation will be used by 
the council to inform its 
planning application for 
the bus station and car 
park. 

MEMBERS OF the public 
are invited to have their 
say on plans for a new 
bus station and improved 
car parking facilities in 
Bishop Auckland.

After Durham County 
Council was awarded 
more than £11million 
from the Future High 
Streets Fund in 2020, 
plans are progressing to 
improve the town’s sus-
tainable transport and 
parking infrastructure. 

The bid included plans 
to replace the existing 
bus station, offering bet-
ter quality public trans-
port to residents and 
visitors with the aim of 
attracting more people 
into the town centre. 

As visitor numbers to 
Bishop Auckland are 
expected to significantly 
increase through a series 
of regeneration projects, 
more car parking provi-
sion is also required to 
meet the needs of those 
visiting the town. 

Cllr Elizabeth Scott, 
Cabinet member for 
economy and partner-
ships, said: “To make 
sure our plans work for 
residents, shoppers and 
businesses, we would 
encourage as many peo-
ple as possible to have 
their say on this consul-
tation. Your feedback 
can help to bring about 

HAVE YOUR SAY ON PLANS FOR 
IMPROVED INFRASTRUCTURE

Top: An aerial view of the proposed site. Left: An internal view. Right: Clayton Street pedestrian area. 

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660 
www.cwbooth.co.uk

Crime and Road Traffic Offences
Matrimonial  |  Children  |  Family

Personal Injury Claims
Wills & Probate  |  Conveyancing

Lasting Powers of Attorney

EVERY MONTH, the 
Angel Trust awards an 
individual with a small 
gift tailored to them as 
recognition for the hard 
work they have done. 

Members of the public 
can nominate their Angel 
of the Month using the 
iapplicaiton for on the 
charity’s website. 

Last month, the char-
ity was delighted to visit 
Hilda Breward, otherwise 
known as Granny Hilda, 
and present her with 
flowers as our Angel of 
the Month. 

A spokesperson said: 
“Granny Hilda, as she is 
known in the commu-

GRANNY HILDA IS JANUARY’S 
ANGEL OF THE MONTH

Hilda with her bouquet of flowers from Angel Trust.

nity, visits Prince Bish-
ops Community Primary 
School twice a week to 
read with the children.

“It’s something she has 
been doing at various 
local schools for more 
than forty years and has 
become well loved and 
respected by several 
generations of children 
and parents. She is very 
deserving of this award. 

“Hilda was nominated 
by so many people and 
she would like to say 
thank you to everyone. 

“We hope she enjoys her 
beautiful flowers, which 
were arranged by Laura K 
Floral Design of Shildon.”

Affordable  
Driveways & Patios

BLOCK PAVING  
DRIVEWAYS - PATIOS  

JET WASHING - FENCING  
TREE WORK - GRAVEL

Call Thomas on 07802 497258 
for a FREE estimate today

Any genuine quote beaten 
No job too big or small
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ON TIME to talk day at  
Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall earlier this month, 
Wellbeing for Life, Stamp 
It Out and Durham County 
Council brought together 
75 people from 24 organ-
isations in order to start 
a conversation about 
social issues affecting 
people’s mental health in 
and around Bishop Auck-
land.

The event was set up to 
get the many organisa-
tions in the area, who are 
passionate about help-
ing people improve their 
mental health, to find 
ways to work more con-
nectively and support the 
community. 

The event also featured 
workshops where organ-

ALWAYS A GOOD TIME TO TALK
Martin Jones presenting ‘Next Steps’ at Bishop Auckland Town Hall.

isations explored their 
existing connections 
and looked at ways to 
strengthen these to bet-
ter support local people.

Marnie Ramsey, the 
Wellbeing for Life Pro-
gramme Manager said:  
“This is only the start of 
a full programme of activ-
ities planned to support 
the community. 

“Thanks to everyone 
who attended for being 
part of the conversation.” 

The Wellbeing for Life 
team is also planning a 
free roadshow at the Four 
Clocks Centre on Tuesday  
28 February, incorporat-
ing external stakeholders 
that are working to better 
mental health in Bishop 
Auckland. 

DATED: 25th February 2023

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council on 17/2/2023 made the above Order under the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to 
prohibit all pedestrian traffic from proceeding on the following 
lengths of footway at Oakley Green:- 
a 62 metre length of footway to the rear of numbers 148 to 152, 
a 58 metre length of footway to the rear of numbers 139 to 147, 
a 28 metre length of footway to the rear of numbers 135 to 138, 
a 69 metre length of footway to the rear of numbers 93 to 104,  
a 21 metre length of footway to the side of number 104,  
a 76 metre length of footway to the front of numbers 93 to 104,  
a 35 metre length of footway to the front of numbers 153 to 156,  
a 25 metre length of footway to the front of numbers 87 to 90,  
a 22 metre length of footway to the side of number 87,  
a 47 metre length of footway to the rear of numbers 105  to 110, 
a 46 metre length of footway to the front of numbers 111 to 117, 
a 16 metre length of footway to the side of number 118, 
a 24 metre length of footway to the front of numbers 118  to 121 and  
a 20 metre length of footway between the side of numbers 121 
and 122 to enable gas main replacement works to be undertaken. 
Throughout the period of closure, a diversion will be available 
to pedestrian traffic an alternative route, where available, will be 
signed on site. The maximum duration of the Order is 6 months. 
The proposed works are to commence at 8am on 6 March 2023 
and are anticipated to be completed in 4 weeks. On occasions, 
alternative dates for closure may be necessary and these will be 
signed accordingly. 

THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF DURHAM
OAKLEY GREEN, WEST AUCKLAND

(TEMPORARY FOOTPATH CLOSURE)
ORDER 2023

“Baccanalia had devel-
oped a monthly Cabaret 
night in Mrs M which 
relaunches on 31 March.

“These nights were 
developed to coincide 
with the Full Moon Mar-
ket to create an additional 
Friday night offering for 
the town and boost the 
nighttime economy a bit, 
so it was disheartening 
to learn that the markets 
would no longer be run-
ning. 

“However, having spo-
ken to Bridge Creative, we 
felt strongly about need-
ing to save the monthly 
markets for the town.

“Between us, we have 
a healthy blueprint for a 
food market from organ-
ising the Christmas Town 
events as well as a strong 
relationship and reputa-
tion with regional traders. 

“We’ve also got some 
exciting new ideas to 
bring to the food market. 

“We were big fans of 
the Full Moon Market but 
want to address some 
ideas such as things to do 
for children and the enter-
tainment offering.

“We’re also bringing in 
No. 42’s Makers Market 
as a proper partner on 
the Street Food Market 
whereas before they just 
used to coincide. 

“They’ll host a number 
of locally made craft, art 
and trinket stalls as an 
additional offering at the 
event. 

“And of course, there’s 
then some late-night 
entertainment with The 
Cabaret Club upstairs in 
Mrs M after every Mar-
ket with a different per-
former at each gig.

“We’re also introducing 
a box office at the Street 
Food Market where local 
organisers can sell tick-
ets to their events and 
where the public can 
find out what’s on in and 
around the town.

“And we’re accepting 
sponsorship for each 
Street Food Market.”

To register as a trader, 
visit @bastreetfoodmarket  
Facebook page and click 
on the link. 

To discuss sponsorship 
and advertising, email 
thomas@baccanalia.co.uk.

BISHOP AUCKLAND festi-
val and events company, 
Baccanalia, in partner-
ship with local non-profit 
creative event design 
service, Bridge Creative, 
are set to host a new 
open-air market with food 
and entertainment from 
across the region.

Street food pop-ups will 
be dishing out flavour 
from Bishop Auckland’s 
Market Place on the last 
Friday of every month 
between March and Octo-
ber this year.

The parties will continue 
into the night at Mrs M, at 
No.1 Market Place, where 
music and drinks will be 
served until late.

As the food market 
begins to wind down 
around 9pm, the enter-
tainment will be just 
getting started at Mrs M 
with Kabaret Vollmond, 
Bishop’s premiere enter-
tainment night featuring 
drag, musical comedy, 
and variety, kicking off 
upstairs, followed by live 
jazz until late.

Thomas Wales founder 
of Baccanalia said: “We 
recently learned that Dur-
ham Markets, who ran the 
previous Full Moon Mar-
kets in the town, were una-
ble to host them this year 
due to lack of resources. 

NEW STREET FOOD MARKET FOR BISHOP
Local events organisations are teaming up to launch a new street food market this year.

Drawn for all  
planning permission.  

All areas covered.  
Ring or text  

07845 977546  
for a free quote. 

Building Plans



5

Saturday 25 February 2023Become a member: visit https://www.members.swd.news/join and help build a stronger community for us all.



6

Saturday 25 February 2023Become a member: visit https://www.members.swd.news/join and help build a stronger community for us all.

Exterior/Interior Painting 
Roofing - Architectural Repairs 
Rendering/Dashing - Plastering

Contact our team
Tel: 01388 607614

07572 501641

Protecting and Perfecting Properties

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting 

- Electrical Installation, 
NAPIT Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

A. Francis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

Keep This Number Handy
You May Need It To Contact...

YOUR LOCAL
ELECTRICIAN
Call Chris on 01388 345679

Serving Bishop Auckland and the Surrounding Area

07518 117 486
07825 345 427

General cleaning,
One-off cleans,
Letting cleans

No Job Too Big  
or Too Small

Little Linda & Little Kev

The Cleaners

Family run business

Warmfront Gas 
Services

-	 Boiler Replacement 
-	 Central Heating Service
-	 Boiler Repairs
-	 Gas Installation
-	 Landlords Check

Mobile: 07554 071710
Office: 01388 417690

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Town Mayor, Cllr Michael 
Siddle, welcomed digni-
taries, friends and mem-
bers of the public to the 
Town Hall in Bishop Auck-
land on Friday.  

Mayor Siddle hosted a 
Valentine’s Ball as part of 
his fund-raising activities 
during his year of office. 

This year sees the Mayor 
raising funds for local 
organisation Daisy Arts.  

The evening saw 
guests being served a 
three-course meal by 
Masterchef contestant, 
Mike Bartley from DJam 
Kitchen, followed by 
entertainment from local 
band JD and the Woods-
men. 

Mayor Siddle said: 
“The ball was a fantastic 
evening, I give my thanks 
to all who attended.  It was 
a wonderful opportunity 
to showcase the town hall 
and local talent by using 
Mike for the catering and 
JD and Woodsmen for the 

MAYOR’S VALENTINE BALL
Mayor Michael Siddle, Mike Bartley and JD and the Woodsmen.

entertainment.  
“I also wish to thank the 

businesses of the town 
who provided raffle prizes 
for the evening.  Fantastic 
prizes and gift vouchers 
were made from The Spar, 
Bishop Auckland Football 
Club, Eden Gift Shop, the 
Town Hall, Manor House, 
Cllr Sam Zair, The Auck-
land Project and Stack. 

“The blind raffle raised 
over £300 and the winner 
received an overnight stay 
with breakfast and access 
to The Auckland Project 
attractions, donated by 
The Park Head Hotel.” 

Daisy Arts created 
the exquisite valentine 
themed centrepieces for 
the tables, showing off the 
creative work they facili-
tate with local people.  

The evening raised over 
£1000 towards the May-
ors fundraising which will 
go towards supporting 
artistic and creative pro-
jects with young people in 
our area.

dents really enjoyed it 
and I commend them for 
giving it their all, espe-
cially when you get into 
the early hours and the 
tiredness starts to kick in.

“Policing is not an 
easy career but it’s very 
rewarding when you 
know you’re helping the 
most vulnerable and 
taking criminals off the 
streets.

“It was great to give 
these young people an 
insight into the work we 
do and potentially inspire 
them to choose a career 
protecting their commu-
nities too.”

The force is now accept-
ing applications from 
those who have a degree, 
or will have graduated 
from university by July 
2023, for the Degree 

Holder Entry Programme 
(DHEP).

Those interested in 
becoming a detective 
can also apply directly for 
the Detective Graduate 
Degree Holder Entry Pro-
gramme (DC DHEP) while 
the Pre-Join route is also 
open for those who have 
independently completed 
the Professional Policing 
Degree.

The deadline for appli-
cations is 5pm on March 
6 at the ‘Apply now’ sec-
tion of durham.police.uk/

If you have any specific 
questions about the job 
or recruitment process, 
you can email police 
recruiting@durham.police 
.uk and positive.action@
durham.police.uk if you 
require help and support 
as a diverse applicant.

STUDENTS AT Bishop 
Auckland College were 
put through their paces 
by officers during a mock 
nightshift at the force’s 
training centre in Mead-
owfield last week.

During the shift from 
10pm to 7am, the ‘recruits’ 
had a go at call handling, 
searching buildings, 
communicating with peo-
ple in crisis and complet-
ing the police fitness test.

The experience gave 
them an insight into the 
different roles they could 
have with a career as a 
police officer.

HM Coastguard - one 
of many organisations 
that work with the force - 
were also kind enough to 
demonstrate their skills.

Participants also got to 
experience the process a 
suspect will go through 
during an investigation.

Inspector Jamie Gray, 
who organised the shift, 
praised the students for 
their enthusiasm to expe-
rience what modern-day 
policing is really like.

He said: “All the stu-

STUDENTS EXPERIENCE EMERGENCY 
SERVICES MOCK NIGHTSHIFT

HM Coastguard joined Durham Constabulary at Meadowfield to provide further insight.

A PUBLIC meeting is set 
to be held at West Auck-
land Memorial Hall, Dar-
lington Road, West Auck-
land on Friday 10 March 
at 1pm.

The purpose of the 
meeting is to recruit new 
members for the trustees 
and committee to enable 
the hall to continue to 
function.

PUBLIC MEETING CALLED
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•	Improving mental and 
physical health;

•	Employability and train-
ing;

•	Increasing household 
income;

•	Developing a greener, 
fairer future by reducing, 
reusing and recycling;

•	Tackling inequalities as 
a result of the cost of 
living crisis. 
The £500 Community 

Grant can support sev-
eral activities, including 
those encouraging social 
integration, setting up 
community classes, 
activities and events and 
contributing to venue 
hire up to a maximum of 
£125. 

Funding from the £1000 

Community Grant can 
help get a project off 
the ground by funding 
revenue costs and up to 
60% of a project’s capital 
costs. 

This money can cover 
start up costs for a not-
for-profit group, mar-
keting and promotional 
costs up to the value of 
£200, art and craft events 
that improve mental well-
being or reduce isolation 
and more. 

To find out more infor-
mation, and to apply for 
the £500 Small Commu-
nity Grant and £1000 
Community Grant, go to  
bel ievehousing.co.uk 
/ y o u r - c o m m u n i t y / 
community-funding.

GRANTS OF up to £1000 
are available now for not-
for-profit organisations 
across County Durham. 

Believe housing’s com-
munity investment pro-
gramme has opened two 
new funding opportuni-
ties to support groups in 
the areas it operates in.  

The £500 Small Com-
munity Grant and £1000 
Community Grant are 
ready for applications to 
help deliver activities or 
projects that will make 
a real difference to peo-
ple’s lives and well-being.

Funding applications 
are welcomed for pro-
jects that meet one of 
believe housing’s key 
themes: 

SMALL GRANTS TO MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE

Representative example Duration of 
Device Plan

Upfront 
cost

Monthly device 
payment

Credit  
amount

Total amount  
payable for device

Interest rate
(fixed) 

Representative
APR

Cash price (to 
buy outright)

Airtime Plan,  
today to Mar 2023

Airtime Plan, Apr 2023 
to Mar 2024

Airtime Plan, Apr 2024  
to Mar 2025

Samsung Galaxy S23 
Ultra 256GB 36 months £30 £24.42 £878.76 £908.76 0% 0% £908.76 £26.99 £26.99 + RPI announced  

in Feb 2023 = Price A
Price A + RPI  

announced in Feb 2024

AYCLIFFE BEEKEEPERS’ 
Association, a not-for-
profit organisation, cov-
ering South West Durham 
and beyond, is running 
a beekeeping course 
for beginners at Neville 
Parade Community Cen-
tre in Newton Aycliffe on 
the weekend of 22 and 23 
April between 10am and 
4pm. 

“It covers the history 
of beekeeping, how a 
hive is put together, the 
beekeeping year, how to 
spot and control pests 
and diseases, what to do 
when bees swarm, how 
to stop them swarming, 
and how to access fur-
ther education and liter-

BEEKEEPING COURSE
The weekend course takes place in April.

ature,” explained com-
mittee member, Clare 
Midgley. 

“It is open to all ages 
and costs £60 per person 
which includes friend 
membership of our asso-
ciation. 

“We will provide tea and 
coffee, but please bring 
your own lunch.”

To book your place, or 
for more information, 
contact the training 
officer, Chris Barker at  
training.aycl i f febka@ 
gmail.com or telephone 
07421 471581. 

You can also find the 
group  on Facebook @
Aycliffe Beekeepers 
Association.

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Lenas Cleaners
Sparkling Standards

01388 737 628
07368 444 749

√	Regular housekeeping  
√	End of Tenancy cleaning  
√	 Industrial cleaning & deep cleans  
√	Decontamination cleaning
√	Contract cleaning

ALL CLEANING 
SERVICES UNDERTAKEN



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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BBISHOP ISHOP AAUCKLANDUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk  |  www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk  | Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  | BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd

Saturday 25 February 2023Become a member: visit https://www.members.swd.news/join and help build a stronger community for us all.

At the end of last year, 
Team Special Olympics 
GB named a squad of 
more than 80 athletes 
from across the country 
who will take part in its 17 
nominated sports, with 
more than 40 coaches, 
support and medical 
volunteers and staff sup-
porting the group.

Colin Dyer, Chief Execu-
tive of Special Olympics 
GB, said: “We are incred-
ibly grateful to all of the 
coaches and volunteers 
who are giving up their 
time to help our athletes 
achieve their dreams of 
competing at a Special 
Olympics World Games.

“The investment from 
our coaches goes way 
beyond the competition 
in Berlin. 

“They are arranging and 
delivering training week-
ends, whilst also foster-
ing excellent relation-
ships with the athletes 
and their families.

“The success of Special 
Olympics GB is built on a 
network a of incredible 
and essential volunteers 

who deliver sporting 
opportunities that can 
transform the lives of 
children and adults with 
an intellectual disability. 

“We thank everyone 
across the country who 
has given their time in 
supporting our athletes.”

The Team GB con-
tingent is also being 
supported at Berlin by 
Jingle Jam, the world’s 
biggest charity gaming 
event, which has recently 
donated £251,416.65 to 
help fund operational 
costs.

Special Olympics GB is 
the UK’s largest provider 
of year-round sports 
training and competition 
for children and adults of 
all abilities with intellec-
tual disabilities. 

More than 6,500 ath-
letes are currently reg-
istered and are partici-
pating at one of the 95 
accredited programmes 
within Scotland, England 
and Wales, which are 
delivered by a devoted 
team of around 3,500 vol-
unteers.

LOCAL CYCLING coach, 
Andrew Samanjoul has 
been named in the Spe-
cial Olympics Great Brit-
ain coaching team that 
will travel to Berlin in 
June to support its ath-
letes at the Special Olym-
pics World Games.

Andrew, who lives in 
West Auckland and sup-
ports the Special Olym-
pics Yorkshire & Hum-
berside region, has been 
appointed as Assistant 
Coach of the cycling 
team. 

At Berlin 2023 he has 
volunteered his own 
time to support the eight 
competing cyclists with 
intellectual disabilities to 
represent Team Special 
Olympics GB.

Opening at the iconic 
Olympiastadion on 17 
June, the Special Olym-
pics World Games is the 
world’s biggest inclusive 
sporting event of 2023 
with 7,000 athletes with 
intellectual disabilities 
from around the world 
set to compete across 26 
sports.

CYCLING COACH JOINS SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
GB TEAM AT BERLIN WORLD GAMES

Andrew, right, with head coach Tim Curtis and fellow coach Michelle Guite. THE SPORT of Roller 
Derby is coming to South 
West Durham with the 
launch of this year’s Five 
Nations Roller Derby 
Championships at New-
ton Aycliffe Leisure Cen-
tre on Saturday 1st April. 

One of the competing 
teams will be Durham 
Roller Derby, a women’s 
flat track roller derby 
team based in Ushaw 
Moor

Roller derby is a full 
contact sport played on 
roller skates. 

A game is made up of 
two 30 minute halves, 
which are broken down 
into ‘jams’ lasting up to 
two minutes. 

For each jam, each 
team fields five skaters 
- four ‘blockers’ and one 
‘jammer’. 

Players skate around an 
oval track and the jam-
mer scores a point each 
time they pass a blocker 
from the opposing team. 

Blockers use their bod-
ies to prevent the jammer 
from passing and scoring 
points.

This year, Durham 
Roller Derby will be com-
peting in the Five Nations 
Championships against 
other teams from around 
the UK for the first time 

GET YOUR SKATES ON FOR 
FIVE NATIONS ROLLER DERBY

Some members of the Durham Roller Derby squad.

since pre-Covid.
“We are hosting the first 

games of our tier on Sat-
urday 1st April at Newton 
Aycliffe Leisure Centre, 
with doors opening at 
11am,” said Toni Davies.

“This will be a double 
header featuring Durham 
Roller Derby vs Halifax 
Bruising Banditas fol-
lowed by Hulls Angels 
Roller Derby vs Newcas-
tle Roller Derby. 

“This is a hugely impor-
tant event for us within 
the sport. Five Nations 
is the largest roller derby 
tournament in Europe, 
featuring over 50 leagues 
from across the UK.

“The team is open to all 
female identifying and 
non-binary skaters over 
the age of 18, and we run 
a new skater intake two 
to three times a year. 

“We’re always looking 
for volunteers and offi-
cials of any gender so if 
you’re interested in the 
sport but aren’t sure if 
you’re ready to get on 
eight wheels, then drop 
us a message at durham 
rollerderby@gmail.com.”

To find out more, visit 
the club’s website at  
durhamrollerderby.com  
or their social media 
pages.


