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Phil Vickery, Janusz Domagala and Rachel Allen will be the Saturday chefs at this years food festival.

FOOD FESTIVAL CHEFS ANNOUNCED

and 4 Rosettes in the AA 
guide.

He’s been a fixture on 
the nation’s television 
screens too, appearing 
on Ready Steady Cook, 
Proof of the Pudding, Phil 
Vickery’s Pudding Club, 
and Save Money: Good 
Diet. 

As one of the longest 
standing chefs on ITV 
This Morning, he pre-
sents live and pre-re-
corded cookery items as 

well as his own cookery 
segments from locations 
across the globe.

An award-winning 
author, Phil is also a 
leading authority on glu-
ten-free products and the 
National Food Ambassa-
dor for Coeliac UK. 

Phil will share Satur-
day’s stage with Rachel 
Allen, a bestselling cook-
ery writer, TV chef and 
celebrated teacher at 
the world-famous Bally-

maloe Cookery School in 
County Cork.

Raised in Dublin, Rachel 
studied at Ballymaloe 
from the age of 18, 
remaining after gradua-
tion to cook at the Bally-
maloe House Hotel and 
Restaurant.

She then set off to 
cook around the world, 
returning afterwards to 
Ballymaloe to work at the 
cookery school. It was 
there she found her pas-

sion for teaching, where 
she continues to lecture 
to this day. 

Rachel is a popular fig-
ure in the culinary world, 
with an international 
audience for her best-
selling cookery books 
and food writing, her live 
demonstrations, and her 
much-loved television 
programmes.

Rachel’s first book and 

ORGANISERS OF the 
hugely popular Bishop 
Auckland Food Festival 
have confirmed a trio of 
celebrity chefs will head-
line the event’s Saturday 
line-up.

The festival, run by 
Durham County Council, 
pulled in a record 30,000 
visitors last year and 
returns to the town on 
Saturday 22 and Sunday 
23 April.

A weekend of delicious 
food and fantastic enter-
tainment is in store, 
with some well-known 
faces taking to the stage 
throughout.

First up is chef, pre-
senter and cookery book 
author, Phil Vickery.

Having been part of the 
ITV This Morning family 
for over 22 years, Phil is 
firmly regarded as one of 
Britain’s favourite chefs.

After starting his career 
as a commis chef at The 
Burlington Hotel on Fol-
kestone seafront, Phil 
worked his way up the 
kitchen ranks.

Phil has worked in 
Michael’s Nook hotel in 
Grasmere, the Michelin 
starred Gravetye Manor 
in East Grinstead and 
Ian McAndrew’s Michelin 
starred restaurant, 74, in 
Canterbury.

As head chef of The 
Castle hotel in Taunton, 
Phil won an incredi-
ble string of accolades 
including a Michelin star 
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istic picture of what it’s 
like to dig a site, framing 
the real work archaeolo-
gists are doing in a really 
engaging way.

“Programmes like that 
are really important as 
they bring the subject and 
discoveries of archae-
ology to that interested 
public audience – and 
can capture and summa-
rise an excavation, which 
may have taken five or six 
years, in 10 minutes.”

Since the filming took 
place, excavation work 
on Bek’s Chapel has con-
cluded with the site being 
covered over for preser-
vation. Once covered, the 
site will be transformed 
into a new Faith Gar-
den, which visitors will 
be able to explore when 
the much-anticipated 
Faith Museum opens in 
autumn 2023. 

This summer, the 
archaeology team will be 
turning their attentions to 
the parkland which sur-
rounds Auckland Castle.

Mr Castling said: “We’re 

hoping that we will be 
able to locate the Roman 
road which goes through 
the park as well as explor-
ing the lodges, fishponds 
and bridges, which date 
from between 1100 to 
1500. 

“There are also poten-
tially some prehistoric 
monuments in the park – 
although they could also 
be medieval rabbit war-
rens. We’ll have to wait 
and see what we find, and 
of course visitors to the 
Auckland Castle and its 
Deer Park are welcome to 
come to and find us while 
we’re digging in June and 
ask what we’ve uncov-
ered.”

Series 10 of Digging for 
Britain can be found on 
BBC iPlayer in full, with 
episodes being shown on 
Sunday nights on BBC2 
at 8pm.  

Episode 6, which fea-
tures Auckland Castle 
will be broadcast on Feb-
ruary 12th. Visit www. 
aucklandproject.org for 
more information.

VIEWERS OF the popu-
lar BBC2 series Digging 
For Britain will soon be 
treated to a trip to Auck-
land Castle to find out 
more about its medieval 
history.

Presenter Prof Alice 
Roberts and the produc-
tion team spent time with 
archaeologists from The 
Auckland Project and 
Durham University last 
year to explore the results 
of a five-year excavation 
project.

Since the first dig in 
2017, around 500 archae-
ologists and volunteers 
- led by John Castling, 
Archaeology Curator at 
The Auckland Project, 
and Prof Chris Gerrard, 
Professor of Archaeol-
ogy at Durham Univer-
sity– have been involved 
in making a number of 
exciting finds, not least 
the amazing discovery 
of a long-lost medieval 
chapel.

The episode, which will 
be broadcast on BBC2 on 
Sunday 12 February at 
8pm (but which is avail-
able now on BBC iPlayer) 
sees Prof Roberts hear 
more about Bek’s Chapel, 
a magnificent building 
constructed during the 
early 14th century during 
the rule of Prince Bishop 
of Durham, Anthony Bek 
(1284-1310).

Although its existence 
had been documented, 

the chapel’s location 
had remained a mystery 
since its destruction in 
the 1650s by Sir Arthur 
Haselrig, following the 
English Civil War.

It was uncovered over a 
number of years beneath 
the castle’s lawns before 
being revealed to the pub-
lic in a special exhibition 
in early 2020.

As well as the story of 
Bek’s Chapel, the archae-
ologists also took the 
opportunity to share a 
number of objects with 
Prof Roberts, which have 
been discovered through-
out the project.

Among them are a 
well-used medieval book 
clasp, an exquisite gold 
crucifix found between 
the cobbles; and a little 
bell, which Prof Gerrard 
playfully suggests could 
have belonged to the 
Bishop of Durham’s mon-
key.

John Castling, who is 
also a PhD researcher at 
Durham University, said: 
“It was great to meet up 
with Alice and the Dig-
ging for Britain team and 
take them through the 
work we’ve been doing at 
Auckland Castle and the 
discoveries we’ve made.

“What Digging for Britain 
does really well is that it 
captures the excitement 
of archaeology by show-
ing you the discoveries, 
while also offering a real-

DIGGING FOR BRITAIN COMES TO BISHOP
You can watch the episode now via BBC iPlayer.

A. Francis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING



3

Saturday 11 February 2023Become a member: visit https://www.members.swd.news/join and help build a stronger community for us all.

Delivered with an aim to 
increase both the hous-
ing choice and quality 
available to local people, 
the development proved 
popular – with all prop-
erties marketed for sale 
selling within just two 
years, despite the chal-
lenges that Covid-19 reg-
ulations posed.

Work began on a sec-
ond phase of housing in 
May last year, which will 
see the delivery of 331 
properties. 

County Durham based, 
not-for-profit housing 
association, believe 
housing, is in the process 
of acquiring 100 of the 
properties for affordable 
rent and rent to buy, with 
an option on a further 
100, under the same ten-
ures. 

The remaining 131 
homes will be available to 
purchase soon through 
Countryside Partner-
ships’ Linden Homes 
brand.

When underway, the 
third phase will create 
four new apprenticeships 
and safeguard nine more, 
whilst also providing 
training and vocational 
skills courses and place-
ments for local young 
people.

Negotiated as part of 
the whole project, Coun-
tryside Partnerships 
North East will contribute 
over £325,000 towards 
infrastructure improve-
ments to Coundon Gate 
Roundabout - the junc-
tion of the A689 and 
A688. 

Andrew Rennie, Devel-
opment Director with 

Countryside Partner-
ships North East, said: 
“We are pleased to have 
unlocked this final par-
cel of land that will allow 
us to continue delivering 
high quality new homes 
that meet the varying 
housing needs of local 
people.

“We have a proven track 
record of working in part-
nership with local author-
ities, Homes England and 
housing associations, to 
bring a fresh approach to 
sites that have previously 
been deemed too difficult 
or costly to bring back 
into use. 

“Here at Bishops Park, 
our expertise – and a 
good working relation-
ship with Durham County 
Council - has resulted 
in a new and sustain-
able community that 
is improving both the 
choice and quality of 
homes in the area.”

Countryside Partner-
ships North East is cur-
rently active on 12 con-
struction sites around 
the North East region 
with a gross development 
value of just over £500 
million and is working 
with eight housing asso-
ciations and seven local 
authorities.

Formerly known locally 
as Vistry Partnerships 
North East, a national 
merger between Vis-
try Group and Country-
side Partnerships last 
year, saw a rebrand and 
change of name. Work on 
North East projects has 
continued unaffected 
and it is very much busi-
ness as usual.

A LAND deal has paved 
the way for a further 
70 homes at a popular 
Bishop Auckland devel-
opment.

The purchase of a 6 acre 
plot to the south east 
of Countryside Partner-
ships North East’s Bish-
ops Park Development, 
near to Auckland Park, 
opens the door for a third 
phase of construction 
on a site where planning 
consent for around 500 
homes was granted back 
in 2011.

This final parcel of land, 
acquired from Durham 
County Council – and 
which was once home to 
old railway sidings - was 
brokered with the sup-
port of Ward Hadaway.  
It is expected that work 
on the £15M third phase 
of 70 properties could 
potentially commence as 
soon as 2024. 

The land had been 
earmarked for housing 
since 2007. However, 
no construction took 
place until Countryside 
Partnerships North East 
(Previously named Vistry 
Partnerships North East) 
utilised a grant secured 
from Homes England’s 
Affordable Homes Pro-
gramme 2016/21, to cre-
ate a financially viable 
scheme and unlock the 
potential of the site. 

Countryside Partner-
ships North East has 
already constructed 99 
new homes – 49 for pri-
vate sale, 20 for shared 
ownership and 30 for 
affordable rent – during 
the first phase of works 
on the £89.5M project. 

LAND UNLOCKED FOR MORE HOMES
An area of the Bishops Park site which is under development.

LOCAL AUTHOR, Lee Mar-
oney has a new book enti-
tled The Evil Inside II, – a 
direct sequel to the origi-
nal, and a continuation of 
the book’s characters and 
storylines. 

The sales from the first 
have grown steadily over 
the last year and has had 
excellent reviews which 
can be read on sites like 
Amazon, Goodreads and 
all major stockists. 

As with the first, the 
sequel has been released 
by Austin Macauley Pub-
lishers, who have given 
Lee great support and 
help with promotion. 

Lee is a 47-year-old mar-
ried man and has been a 
carer of his disabled wife 
for almost 30 years. 

He has a 20-year-old 
daughter and two crazy 
cockapoos, so writing 

LEE RELEASES SECOND BOOK
Local author, Lee Maroney.

had always just been a 
hobby.

Lee said: “Becoming a 
published author came as 
much of a surprise to me 
as to anyone else. 

“It took some persuad-
ing for me to even try to 
get the book out there 
and I was amazed when 
there was so much inter-
est in it being released. 

“Obviously I don’t know 
what the future holds, and 
how much, or little, suc-
cess the book may attain, 
but just having my name 
on two books still seems 
surreal.”

The Evil Inside II is avail-
able from the Austin 
Macauley website, or 
Amazon, Waterstones, 
and most other online 
book sellers.

It’s also available in 
ebook format.

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660 
www.cwbooth.co.uk

Crime and Road Traffic Offences
Matrimonial  |  Children  |  Family

Personal Injury Claims
Wills & Probate  |  Conveyancing

Lasting Powers of Attorney

07518 117 486
07825 345 427

General cleaning,
One-off cleans,
Letting cleans

No Job Too Big  
or Too Small

Little Linda & Little Kev

The Cleaners

Family run business

Warmfront Gas 
Services

-	 Boiler Replacement 
-	 Central Heating Service
-	 Boiler Repairs
-	 Gas Installation
-	 Landlords Check

Mobile: 07554 061710
Office: 01388 417690
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who returns as host.
Chris co-presents BBC 

One’s popular series Eat 
Well for Less? alongside 
Jordan Banjo and is a 
regular on The One Show.

He’s also presented 
Tomorrow’s Food with 
Dara O’Brian, Food: Truth 
or Scare with Gloria Hun-
niford, and was a judge 
on Britain’s Best Home 
Cook with Mary Berry.

Sunday’s celebrity 
guests are set to be 
announced very soon, 
along with details of all 
of the food traders, fam-
ily entertainment, and 
cookery workshops.

Cllr Elizabeth Scott, 
Durham County Coun-
cil’s Cabinet member for 
economy and partner-
ships, said: “The Bishop 
Auckland Food Festival 
is one of the most popu-
lar in the region and it’s 
a real highlight of our 
annual events calendar.

“Last year was the 
biggest yet, with glori-
ous weather helping us 
attract around 30,000 
visitors across the week-
end. That’s a record high 
and it shows there’s 
clearly a huge appetite 
for it!

“To pull in those kinds 
of numbers is a massive 
boost for the town.

“Of course, the presence 
of the celebrity chefs is 
always a big draw and 
today’s announcement 
confirming the first three 
lined-up for this year 

means the countdown to 
the weekend of 22 and 
23 April is well and truly 
under way.

“There are more big 
names still to come but 
it’s not all about the big 
names – we’ve got all 
kinds of wonderful food 
traders, workshops and 
entertainment up our 
sleeves too. 

“It’s definitely a case of 
‘watch this space’.”

Bishop Auckland Food 
Festival is just one of the 
many cultural events tak-
ing place in County Dur-
ham this year, cement-
ing Durham’s position 
as the ‘culture county’ 
and demonstrating the 
county council’s ongoing 
commitment to cultur-
al-led regeneration.

This includes deliver-
ing key projects within 
County Durham’s short-
listed UK City of Culture 
bid; progressing major 
capital projects and rais-
ing the county’s profile as 
a fantastic place to live, 
work, visit and invest.

Bishop Auckland Food 
Festival is supported by 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Council and Durham 
County Council’s Towns 
& Villages programme.

To keep updated on all 
the latest Bishop Auck-
land Food Festival news 
visit the event’s website 
www.bishopauckland-
foodfestival.co.uk and 
follow its social media 
channels.

accompanying TV series, 
Rachel’s Favourite Food, 
was published and broad-
cast in 2004. Her books 
have sold more than one 
million copies worldwide.

She currently co-hosts 
The Restaurant along-
side Marco Pierre White 
for RTE and writes a 
weekly food column for 
the Sunday Independent.

Saturday’s fun will 
continue with Janusz 
Domagala, aka “Janusz”, 
the stand-out star of 
2022’s Great British Bake 
Off.	

Having moved to the UK 
from Poland 11 years ago, 
the 34-year-old baker not 
only achieved his dream 
of appearing on the show 
but also went through to 
the semi-finals.

Janusz’s popularity 
with the British and inter-
national public has grown 
throughout his journey, 
and he was named one 
of Heat magazine’s 2022 
Stars of the Year.

A keen LGBT+ activist, 
Janusz has featured on 
CBBC’s Saturday Mashup 
and was a guest in the 
Christmas special of 
Channel 4’s The Last Leg.

All three celebrity chefs 
will be wowing visitors 
with their mouth-water-
ing food demonstrations 
on Saturday 22 April.

And they’ll be joined by 
crowd favourite and TV 
presenter Chris Bavin, 

FOOD FESTIVAL CHEFS ANNOUNCED
Bishop Auckland Food Festival returns on Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 April. FOR THE past ten years, 

Bishop Auckland Rotar-
ian, John Yeomans and 
his wife Kath have swum 
in the North Sea on New 
Year’s Day to boost 
Bishop Auckland Rotary 
Club’s Christmas fund-
raising. However, this 
year’s dip was delayed 
until the end of January.

John and Kath donned 
their wet-suits and 
plunged into the waters 
of Cullercoats Bay when 
the sea was a balmy 3˚C.

ROTARIANS TAKE 
CHARITABLE PLUNGE

John and Kath took to the freezing waters at the end of January.

Thanks have been 
expresed to fellow Rotar-
ians, family and friends 
who sponsored the 
intrepid couple.

The pair hope to raise 
over £400 as a result of 
their efforts. 

The money raised will 
support the club’s two 
main Christmas chari-
ties, the Great North Air 
Ambulance Service and 
Dementia UK, as well as 
other worthy charitable 
causes.

DATED: 11th February 2023

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council proposes to make an Order under the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit all 
pedestrian traffic from proceeding on the following lengths of 
footway at Oakley Green:- 
a 62 metre length of footway to the rear of numbers 148 to 152, 
a 58 metre length of footway to the rear of numbers 139 to 147, 
a 28 metre length of footway to the rear of numbers 135 to 138, 
a 69 metre length of footway to the rear of numbers 93 to 104,  
a 21 metre length of footway to the side of number 104,  
a 76 metre length of footway to the front of numbers 93 to 104,  
a 35 metre length of footway to the front of numbers 153 to 156,  
a 25 metre length of footway to the front of numbers 87 to 90,  
a 22 metre length of footway to the side of number 87,  
a 47 metre length of footway to the rear of numbers 105  to 110, 
a 46 metre length of footway to the front of numbers 111 to 117, 
a 16 metre length of footway to the side of number 118, 
a 24 metre length of footway to the front of numbers 118  to 121 and  
a 20 metre length of footway between the side of numbers 121 
and 122 to enable gas main replacement works to be undertaken. 
Throughout the period of closure, a diversion will be available 
to pedestrian traffic an alternative route, where available, will be 
signed on site. The maximum duration of the Order is 6 months. 
The proposed works are to commence at 8am on 6 March 2023 
and are anticipated to be completed in 4 weeks. On occasions, 
alternative dates for closure may be necessary and these will be 
signed accordingly. 

THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF DURHAM
OAKLEY GREEN, WEST AUCKLAND

(TEMPORARY FOOTPATH CLOSURE)
ORDER 2023

FROM PAGE 1
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They can be contacted 
on receptionfourclocks@
btconnect.com or tele-
phone 01388 609852.

The Four Clocks Centre 
is the main project where 
we facilitate meeting 
rooms for many organisa-
tions. 

They have a multitude 
of rooms available that 
are able to suit a variety 
of needs. 

Also, you can hire 
extras, hot water boilers, 
flip charts, projector etc. 

Refreshments, meals 
and buffets can be 
arranged if required (they 
can be pre-ordered from 
the local tea room located 
in the building).  All rooms 
have access to Wi-Fi. 

A spokesperson said: 
“We are also home to the 
Prince’s Trust, Time For 
You Tearoom, Citizens 
Advice County Durham 
and NHS Speech Lan-
guage Therapy.

“Our other projects are 
Time 4 Toddlers which 
takes place every Friday 
from 9.30am to 12.30pm, 

excluding bank holidays 
and volunteer’s holidays.

“Bump to Beyond, 
Breastfeeding and Infant 
Feeding Peer Support 
Group is on Thursdays 
from 9.30am to 11.30am, 
also excluding bank holi-
days and volunteer’s hol-
idays.

“BAASS Group (Bishop 
Auckland Alcohol Self 
Support) is on every 
Monday from 10am until 
12noon, excluding bank 
holidays.

“Memory Club Group 
takes place every other 
Tuesday from 1pm until 
3pm. 

“This is aimed at those 
in the community who 
suffer with Alzheimer’s or 
Dementia.

“Knitting Club Group 
takes place every two 
weeks on a Friday from 
10am until 12noon, 
excluding bank holidays.

“Four Clocks Friday 
Club is on every Friday 
from 12.45pm to 3.45pm, 
excluding bank holidays. 

“This project is aimed 

THE BISHOP Auckland 
Community Partnership 
Trustees would like to 
give a huge thank you to 
the National Lottery play-
ers as it has just been 
awarded a grant of £7,000 
for the next 12 months 
through The National Lot-
tery Community Fund to 
help with our rising run-
ning costs. 

For anyone who does 
not know, the Bishop 
Auckland Community 
Partnership was formed 
in 1997 and is a regis-
tered charity. 

It has many projects 
under its umbrella that 
are beneficial to the local 
people and visitors to 
Bishop Auckland town. 

The Four Clocks Centre 
is situated in a converted 
Methodist Church at 
154a Newgate Street, and 
is a welcoming advice 
and community resource 
centre. 

All projects are funded 
and non-profit making, 
made up with part time 
staff and volunteers. 

THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE FOUR CLOCKS

Exterior/Interior Painting 
Roofing - Architectural Repairs 
Rendering/Dashing - Plastering

Contact our team
Tel: 01388 607614

07572 501641

Protecting and Perfecting Properties

at people who may need 
company to help combat 
loneliness and isolation. 

“Please come along and 
enjoy a range of activi-
ties and enjoy food and 
refreshments. 

“The club also has trips 
out to various places 
such as the seaside or 
garden centres.

“Cultivate 4 Life is a pro-
ject aimed at supporting 
young people and adults 
of Bishop Auckland and 
surrounding areas with 
their current circum-
stances and needs. 

“It provides a holistic 
horticultural working 
environment and one to 
one support. Together 
they aid the community 
they are a part of.

“Rail Heritage Project 
hosts a permanent dis-
play of the 100-year-old 
NUR banner and many 
photographs from the 
railway history of Bishop 
Auckland.

“Bishop Auckland Fam-
ily Contact Centre is 
another established and 

successful project where 
the co-ordinator, together 
with volunteers, provide a 
secure, safe and neutral 
environment for contact. 

“This allows estranged 
parents and grandpar-
ents to have the opportu-
nity to meet their children 
on a regular basis.

“The Trustees of the 
charity would welcome 
new volunteers to be 
members and/or Trustees 
of the Partnership who 
meet on the first Wednes-
day of the month. 

“Volunteers are welcome 
for any of our projects.” 

Register an interest in 
volunteering by calling 
01388 609852.

3-4 First Floor offices, Shildon Town Council, Civic Hall Sqaure, Shildon, County Durham DL4 1AH

Production & Editorial  

ASSISTANT
Key Responsibilities include:

P/T, £RLW

•	 Uploading news content for the newspaper website
•	 Helping with the newspaper’s social media accounts
•	 Performing research, writing and editing articles, 

selecting  photos and graphics for stories
•	 Pitching story ideas
•	 Proofreading
•	 Supporting the production process from initial 

concept to delivery
•	 Ensuring all newspapers are print-ready on time
•	 Building and managing a database of all media assets
•	 Developing and maintaining an in-house style guide
•	 Supporting the day-to-day running of the office and 

news desk by answering calls and emails
•	 Maintaining excellent relationships with colleagues 

and external stakeholders

The ideal candidate will have:
•	 A passion for print and a flair for page layout and 

design
•	 An exceptional attention to detail and a keen eye for 

the written word
•	 A passion for telling stories that will grow new diverse 

audiences
•	 An understanding of what audiences want, and when
•	 Collaborative skills to pool ideas 
•	 Be comfortable working quickly under pressure
•	 Excellent social media skills and the ability to spot 

stories and trending topics
•	 Great people skills and the ability to get on with a 

wide range of people in the community
•	 A high level of organisation and the ability to manage 

your own diary
•	 An NCTJ qualification desirable

Contact Us Today
Email your CV to editor@swd.news

Closing Date:  
24 Feb 2023

South West Durham News CIC is a small, independent community newspaper 
publisher of four free-to-read titles which are delivered to all homes in their 
catchment area.
This is a unique opportunity to play a major role in assisting our transition from 
a print-first to a digital-first model. You will assist with the development of all 
digital and print projects, from website maintenance to electronic newsletters, 
podcasting and video journalism, including bringing your own ideas to the 
table. You will support and report to the Editor.
You should preferably have experience in sub-editing, fact-checking, rewriting 
complex copy and a flair for designing an eye-catching page. Experience 
in Adobe InDesign, Photoshop, Wordpress and Mailchimp would be 
advantageous.

WE ARE HIRING
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SHILDON RAW pet food 
business, The Heart 
of Raw are proud to be 
sponsoring The Petty’s 
as they take on the York-
shire Three Peaks.

The challenge aims to 
raise funds in memory of 
Co Director Jayne Petty’s 
niece, Olivia Mae Petty 
who sadly passed away 
when she was 11 weeks 
old. 

It would have been her 
16th birthday this year 
and the family are com-
ing together to raise 
funds and celebrate her 
short life.

Jayne said, “The foun-
dation was set up after 
my brother and sister-in-
law. 

CLIMBING THE THREE PEAKS IN MEMORY OF OLIVIA MAE
“Richard and Pamela 

Petty, spent nine weeks 
in the Paediatric Inten-
sive Care Unit (PICU) at 
the Freeman hospital in 
Newcastle with Olivia 
Mae. 

“They were fortunate 
enough to be in a posi-
tion to spend every day 
with Olivia Mae and they 
stayed in the hospital 
accommodation.

“Trying to juggle home 
life, and spending days A FREE family-friendly 

fun event is coming to 
town this half-term. 

Gametime will mix fun 
runs, breakdance, Quid-
ditch, games and family 
brass rave workouts.

All ages and all fitness 
levels will be catered for.

It all kicks off on 
Wednesday 22 February, 
from 11am until 2pm.

Gametime is a pilot 
event from The Culture 
County, bringing together 
sport, art, wellbeing and 
culture. 

You can attend the 
session at Sunny-
dale Leisure Centre by 
booking via https:// 
www.eventbrite.co.uk/ 

GAMETIME THIS HALF TERM
e/gametime - shi ldon - 
tickets-510822141777

Ticket numbers are lim-
ited so advance booking 
is recommended.

The project is hosted 
by Events of The North, 
Families on Track, Dur-
ham County Council, Dur-
ham University, Culture 
Durham Partnership.

A free lunch bag will pro-
vided, but it is requested 
that you inform the team 
if you have particular die-
tary requirements. 

You should also inform 
the team if you have 
access requirements. 

For any queries, email  
durham2025@durham. 
gov.uk.

Dine With Us
Be one of the first to dine in the newly 

refurbished Oak Room Restaurant  
at Park Head Hotel.

The Oak Room serves timeless classics with a twist 
making the most of the freshest local produce, including 

food sourced from the Walled Garden at Auckland Castle. 

Book now at parkheadhotel.co.uk 
or call 01388 661727

Park Head Hotel is the latest  
addition to The Auckland Project.  

Visit aucklandproject.org to learn more. 

✃

✃

Special Offer
Enjoy 10% off your next  
meal at Park Head Hotel 

and Restaurant.
Advanced booking is strongly recommended. 

Bring this voucher with you to claim your 
exclusive discount. 

T&Cs: This voucher can only be used once and is valid until 
31st March, excluding 14th February and 19th March. This 
voucher cannot be exchanged for cash. Discount applies  

to food and soft drinks only.

Book now at parkheadhotel.co.uk 
or call 01388 661727

or months at a time with 
a child in hospital, can 
really stretch a family, 
both emotionally and 
financially.”

The Olivia Mae Foun-
dation was set up by par-
ents for parents, to keep 
families together during 
difficult times. 

The Foundation offers 
grants and support 
to families with either 
emergency cash when 
they arrive unexpect-

edly in hospital, or with 
expenses when they have 
a child in long term hospi-
tal care.

The Petty families are 
taking on the Yorkshire 
3 Peaks on Saturday 17 
June with sponsorship 
from The Heart of Raw.

Affordable  
Driveways & Patios

BLOCK PAVING  
DRIVEWAYS - PATIOS  

JET WASHING - FENCING  
TREE WORK - GRAVEL

Call Thomas on 07802 497258 
for a FREE estimate today

Any genuine quote beaten 
No job too big or small

Adam, George, Jack, 
James, Jane, Jayne, 
Jill, Hannah, Kev, Mark, 
Nicole, Pamela, Richard, 
Samantha will be taking 
on the challenge in mem-
ory of Olivia.

Donate by visiting 
https://givi.ng/u0ak

@bishoppress
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•	Use of equipment, uten-
sils, tools and prepara-
tions;

•	How to colour and 
shape sugarpaste to 
create a cupcake that 
looks like a burger;

•	How to decorate a flow-
erpot cupcake;

•	How to use Royal icing 
to pipe biscuits;

•	How to create a cake 
topper using the art of 
sugarcraft;

•	How to decorate a 
‘faultline cake’ for 
Easter;

•	How making and deco-
rating a cake can be an 
enjoyable way to pro-
mote positive thoughts, 
behaviours and emo-
tions.
The course is free to 

those in receipt of a 
means tested benefit. If 
not, there is a charge of 
£25.

For further information, 
or to book a place on the 
course please phone                    
Denise Hopps at Bishop 
Auckland College on 
01388 443078.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
College are hosting an 
introduction to cake dec-
orating course starting 
Wednesday 1 March from 
5.30pm to 8.30pm for five 
weeks.

By undertaking the 
course, you will gain an 
awareness and under-
standing of: 
•	Sharing ideas and social 

integration; 
•	Exploring being crea-

tive and developing new 
baking skills in a safe, 
relaxed environment;

INTRODUCTION TO CAKE DECORATING
The course starts on Wednesday 1 March at Bishop Auckland College.

A HORROR film franchise 
made for under £1,000 
has now hit the quarter of 
a million mark on social 
media. 

It marks a good month 
for Willington Film Direc-
tor, Dean Midas, as he 
was awarded the North 
East Film-Maker of 
the year and was also 
recently featured on BBC 
Upload as their Film Mas-
ter for 2023. 

This weekend, Dean’s 
latest film, All Hallows 
Eve Rebirth will be shown 
at American online film 
festival Our Bloody Val-
entines after being offi-
cially selected. 

The festival is being 
hosted by George 

FILM FRANCHISE REACHES 
250,000 VIEWS

Willington Film Director, Dean Midas.

Mihalka, the Director of 
80’s horror classic My 
Bloody Valentine. 

Dean’s short horror 
films are all shot on 
mobile phones and have 
been shown around the 
world and won numerous 
awards. 

In terms of the Eve Val-
entine and Rag Dolly fran-
chise, Dean and his team 
only expected around 
4,000 views in total, this 
weekend, they have just 
hit a quarter of a million.

Dean said: “This is a 
huge achievement for 
everyone involved and it 
just shows what can be 
done with minimal equip-
ment and lots of hard 
work.”

CAR SALES & VEHICLE SERVICES

QUALITY USED CARS
Finance arranged | Comprehensive Warranties

AA Breakdown Cover 
All vehicles sold with fresh Service & MOT

SERVICES FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS
MOT Testing Class 4, 5 & 7

Vehicle Diagnostics | Brakes | Clutches
Timing Belts | Van Hire | Courtesy Cars

Local Collection & Drop-off

St Helen Auckland, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT 
Main                      Sales

01388 605080 | 07582 570308
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

We cater for HGV & PSV Operators
Inspections | Tachographs | Break Testing



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk  |  www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk  | Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  | BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd
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after coming back from 
2-0 down early in the 
game. 

Bishops were two goals 
to the good within twelve 
minutes when Danni Lay 
opened the scoring in 
the 5th minute and Louis 
Johnson doubled the 
lead seven minutes later.

It looked like Bishops 
were back to winning 
ways, but Joseph Bartliff 
had other ideas, halving 
the deficit on the stroke 
of half time before notch-
ing his second and the 
decisive tying goal just 
before the hour. 

The Two Blues will look 
to get back on track with 
a trip to Whickham on 
Saturday before another 
road trip to Tow Law the 
following weekend.

Meanwhile, Bishop 
Auckland Reserves had 
a great win over Birtley 
in the Wearside 2nd Divi-
sion, reports Steve Coul-
thard, with a goal from 
Tom Aldsworth. 

The U13 Kings played 
in the semi-finals of the 
County Cup at Darling-
ton RA. With the scores 

level at full time, the team 
unfortunately lost out on 
penalties. 

Well done to the players, 
Stuart Campbell and Mo 
for getting them so close 
to the final.

St Mary’s U11 Kings 
won 4-2 at home to Boro 
Rangers City with a dou-
ble from Alistair as well 
as goals from Alfie and 
Matty, which was really 
pleasing as they beat us 
3-0 last week.

The side wish to thank 
the Arnold Clark Group 
for the generous dona-
tion to kit out the players 
and coaches in new track 
suits for the season.

The U10 Aces drew 2-2 
at a good Guisborough 
side with Bobby and  Tyler 
scoring. The U10 Kings  
were very unlucky in a 
great end to end game. 

The U9 Aces had an 
excellent game.

The U8 Kings won 3-2 
against Cleveland while 
the U8 Aces lost to Hartle-
pool Rangers with a much 
improved performance.

U7 Bishops drew 5-5 at 
Billingham Juniors.

A SHOCK defeat a fort-
night ago at lowly Picker-
ing Town, followed by two 
draws from command-
ing positions have seen 
Bishop Auckland FC slip 
to second in Northern 
League Division One.

The Two Blues are now 
four points behind lead-
ers Newton Aycliffe and 
have third and fourth 
placed Whitley Bay and 
Ashington respectively, 
hot on their heels.

Bishops, still leading 
the division after that 
unexpected loss, hosted 
Seaham Red Star on 31 
January. 

A double from Dean 
Thexton, in the 15th and 
55th minutes, saw the 
hosts comfortably ahead, 
but two late goals - an 
82nd minute penalty con-
verted by Joseph Hailes 
and a leveller deep into 
stoppage time from Brad-
ley Chisholm - saw the 
visitors steal an unlikely 
point. 

And it was a similar 
story this midweek when 
Guisborough Town left 
Heritage Park with a draw 

BISHOPS SLIP BACK IN TITLE RACE
Louis Johnson doubles Bishops’ lead before Guisborough fight back to draw. Image: Joe Gorman Photography.

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting 

- Electrical Installation, 
NAPIT Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

BISHOP AUCKLAND Girls 
FC U10s (above) are rais-
ing much needed funds 
for their team by walk-
ing the virtual 258 miles 
from their home ground 
at Hunwick to Wembley 
Stadium throughout Feb-
ruary and March. 

Money raised will go 

towards training kit and 
tournaments for the girls 
over the next year.

You can help this group 
of fantastic girls reach 
their target by visiting 
their gofundme.com 
page by searching for 
‘BGFC Under 10s Walk to 
Wembley’.

‘WEMBLEY WALK’ UNDERWAY


