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BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL2XL TO 8XL

Park right outside 
our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671 

• Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  •  Sat 9am-4pm

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY

PEOPLE IN Coundon 
and Leeholme can share 
their thoughts on how to 
improve their community 
from next week.

Durham County Coun-
cil’s Community Action 
Team (CAT) will be car-
rying out work in these 
areas from Monday 23 
January to Sunday 9 April. 

Now in its 11th year of 
operation, CAT tackles 
housing and environmen-
tal issues identified by the 
community, working in 
partnership with Durham 
Constabulary, County Dur-
ham and Darlington Fire 
and Rescue Service, hous-
ing associations, Ground-
work North East and Cum-

bria, local community 
groups and residents. 

Working with these 
partners, CAT has iden-
tified a focus area within 
Coundon and Leeholme 
of around 1,300 proper-
ties, which have a higher 
proportion of private lets, 
where most of the work 
will be carried out.

Cllr John Shuttleworth, 
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for rural 
communities, highways 
and community safety, 
said: “For over a decade 
the Community Action 
Team has been working 
with residents and part-

Claire Storey, Andrea Jones, and Jennifer Jones, of Durham County Council’s Community Action Team.

COMMUNITY ACTION IN COUNDON

FUNDING AVAILABLE 
FOR HOLIDAY 
ACTIVITIES WITH 
HEALTHY FOOD
FUNDING IS available 
for activities for children 
young people and fami-
lies during the Easter Hol-
idays. 

The scheme aims to 
support local community 
groups and organisations 
based in the Bishop Auck-
land and Shildon AAP 
area to deliver enriching 
holiday activities dur-
ing the school holidays 
including healthy food. 

Applicants can apply 
for amounts over £500 
and delivery must take 
place during the school 
holidays. However please 
note that funding is lim-
ited and applicants are 
encouraged to maximise 
match funding opportu-
nities. 

Applicants must pro-
vide face to face enrich-
ing activities and at 
least one healthy meal 
(breakfast, lunch or tea) 
that meets School Food 
Standards and Food 
Safety Requirements.

Application forms can 
be requested from Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon 
AAP by calling 03000 
268 663 or emailing  
b i s h o p s h i l d o n a a p @ 
durham.gov.uk.

A spokesperson for 
BASH AAP said: “All fully 
completed applications 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Lenas Cleaners
Sparkling Standards

01388 737628
0736 844 4749

√	Regular housekeeping 	
√	End of Tenancy cleaning 	
√	 Industrial cleaning & deep cleans 	
√	Decontamination cleaning
√	Contract cleaning

ALL CLEANING 
SERVICES UNDERTAKEN

Warmfront Gas 
Services

-	 Boiler Replacement 
-	 Central Heating Service
-	 Boiler Repairs
-	 Gas Installation
-	 Landlords Check

Mobile: 07554 071710
Office: 01388 417690

Bar, the Laurel Room is 
available for hire for fam-
ily celebrations, funerals, 
conferences, weddings 
and much more.

It’s not only the interior 
of the Park Head Hotel 
which has been trans-
formed; guests will also 
be invited to enjoy the 
newly-landscaped out-
door spaces during their 
time there. 

Design consultant, 
Sarah Fortin Townsend, 
who has been overseeing 
the refurbishment from 

the start, said: “While we 
want to provide visitors 
with quality accommo-
dation, beautifully whole-
some food and a warm 
welcome, making sure 
the Park Head contin-
ues to be an important 
place for local residents 
of Bishop Auckland has 
remained paramount 
throughout the project.”

To book a room at Park 
Head Hotel or make a 
reservation for the Oak 
Room Restaurant, call 
01388 661727 or visit  
https://parkheadhotel. 
co.uk/

PARK HEAD Hotel and 
Restaurant will welcome 
guests once again from 
Wednesday 1 February, 
after being transformed 
inside and out by regen-
eration charity, The Auck-
land Project.

The Auckland Project, 
which works to bring 
about positive and last-
ing change for those liv-
ing, working and visiting 
Bishop Auckland, pur-
chased the popular hotel 
and restaurant in May 
2021 and embarked on an 
extensive top-down refur-
bishment programme.

Offering 38 stylish 
en-suite bedrooms, the 
new-look Park Head 
Hotel will give a welcome 
boost to the overnight 
stay options for those vis-
iting Bishop Auckland – 
encouraging people from 
outside the area to make 
the most of their time in 
County Durham.

General Manager, 
Andrew Hogg, said: “Park 

Head Hotel has been 
at the heart of the local 
community for many 
years, and we are excited 
to welcome guests from 
near and far to the hotel 
and restaurant when we 
reopen next week.”

Meanwhile the 80-cover 
Oak Room Restaurant 
and Bar will ensure local 
people and visitors to 
the town are well catered 
for, thanks to a range of 
tempting menus and sea-
sonal specials, brimming 
with local produce includ-
ing fruit and vegetables 
grown in the Walled Gar-
den of nearby Auckland 
Castle. 

From daily breakfasts 
and light lunchtime 
options to generous 
Sunday lunches, the Oak 
Room kitchen team are 
promising ‘timeless clas-
sics with a twist’. Menus 
are available on the Park 
Head Hotel website.

Alongside the Oak 
Room Restaurant and 

PARK HEAD HOTEL REOPENS NEXT WEEK
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THE OFFICE of the 
County Durham and Dar-
lington Police and Crime 
Commissioner and Dur-
ham Constabulary are 
looking to jointly recruit 
several individuals aged 
between 14 and 18 years 
old, to become scrutiny 
panel volunteers. 

The purpose of the pan-
els is to bring the impor-
tant voice of young peo-
ple and their experiences 
of stop and search ses-

sions, in order to inform 
organisational learning 
for Durham Constabu-
lary.

Scrutiny Panel Volun-
teers will need to be avail-
able to meet four times 
each year.  

To learn more about the 
role email General.enquir 
iesPCC@durham - pcc.
gov.uk

The closing date for 
applications of interest is 
Tuesday, 31 January.

YOUNG VOLUNTEERS WANTED

and supporting docu-
ments must be received 
by Wednesday, 15 Febru-
ary at 12 noon. 

 “Please note we cannot 
fund individuals or profit 

making organisations.
 “If you require any fur-

ther information please 
get in touch with a mem-
ber of the team at the 
contact phone number or 
email address mentioned 
above”. 

HOLIDAY ACTIVITY FUNDING
FROM PAGE 1

to agree.
“It generated lots of 

debate and initially it was 
hoped that the increase 
could be capped at 3%. 
However, this left a larger 
deficit to fill. 

“With an increase of 5% 
a small deficit remains, 
but we are confident with 
stringent planning that 
we can look to make sav-
ings to reduce the deficit 
moving forward.”

Mayor of Bishop Auck-
land, Cllr Michael Siddle 
added: “Whilst Covid-
19 delayed some of our 
plans for events and 
activities, last year saw 
us come back with some 
fabulous events and 
activities to help bring 
people back together in 
Bishop Auckland.

“The likes of the fab-
ulous Jubilee Celebra-
tions, and the wonderful 
Christmas Town Activity 
increased footfall in our 
town, which helped to 
boost our local economy. 

“We hope to do more 
activities in partnership 
with others to support 
our communities during 
2023.”

It was recorded that 
that Bishop Auckland 
Town Council Precept 
for the forthcoming year 
2021-22 will be £237,621, 
which is a band D equiva-
lent of £54.71. 

The Council Tax for 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Council is collected by 
Durham County Council.

THE AMOUNT of Council 
Tax residents of Bishop 
Auckland will pay will 
increase for 2023-24 by 
5% the Town Council 
agreed an increase at the 
meeting of full council 
last week. 

This equates to an 
increase of £2.61 a year 
or 5 pence per week for 
a property in Council Tax 
Band D.

The Chair of the Finance 
Committee Cllr David Wil-
son, said: “This last year 
brought with it some of 
the of the most difficult 
times for our residents, 
and as we now move into 
2023 these challenging 
times are growing.

“And whilst the coun-
cil do not wish to add to 
anyone’s burden, we are 
faced with a deficit. 

“Whilst the council 
agreed it is never ideal 
to increase taxes, we feel 
that after freezing Coun-
cil Tax for the past cou-
ple of years, this couldn’t 
continue as it not finan-
cially viable to continu-
ally take from reserves to 
balance the books.

“This was not an easy 
decision for the council 

LOCAL COUNCIL TAX TO INCREASE BY 5%

CAR SALES & VEHICLE SERVICES

QUALITY USED CARS
Finance arranged | Comprehensive Warranties

AA Breakdown Cover 
All vehicles sold with fresh Service & MOT

SERVICES FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS
MOT Testing Class 4, 5 & 7

Vehicle Diagnostics | Brakes | Clutches
Timing Belts | Van Hire | Courtesy Cars

Local Collection & Drop-off

St Helen Auckland, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT 
Main                      Sales

01388 605080 | 07582 570308
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

We cater for HGV & PSV Operators
Inspections | Tachographs | Break Testing

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

07518 117 486
07825 345 427

General cleaning,
One-off cleans,
Letting cleans

No Job Too Big  
or Too Small

Little Linda & Little Kev

The Cleaners

Family run business

the delightful village of 
Settrington and onto the 
Centenary Way which 
took us to Norton On Der-
went and across the river 
to the town of Malton. 

Next month on Febru-
ary 11th, AFWC returns 
to the Lakes for the first 
time since lockdown to 
tackle walks up the side 
of Skiddaw, Bassenth-
waite and the Workington 
River Walk, all ending up 
in Cockermouth.

It should be noted that 
AFWC outings involve 
enough choice so that if 
you are new to walking, 
you can choose a shorter 

walk whilst braver and 
more experienced walk-
ers may choose the 
longer and more demand-
ing routes. 

There are walks for 
everyone’s needs at a 
cost (to cover the coach) 
of only £15 per person per 
outing. Annual club mem-
bership is only £10. 

The coach picks up 
walkers in several places, 
including South Church 
and Bishop Auckland.

Anyone interested can 
visit our website www. 
aycliffefellwalkingclub.com 
and book a seat on the 
coach using the online form.

AYCLIFFE FELL Walk-
ing Club enjoyed a fine 
winter’s day in the East 
Yorkshire Wolds earlier 
this month, writes Andrew 
Jakob. 

Whilst three members 
took on the longest, 
16.5 mile walk from Fri-
daythorpe via the York-
shire Wolds Way, others 
started from the B1248 
just west of Towthorpe. 

Walking westward to 
scenic shallow dales, 
others arrived to the site 
of the Medieval village of 
Wharram Percy.

We were treated to a 
gory story from Ken of 
the village’s past where 
bodies were exhumed 
and dismembered thus 
ensuring that they didn’t 
come back! 

Leaving the village via 
a disused railway track, 
we came to Wharram le 
Street and onto the York-
shire Wolds Way. 

Despite the recent rain-
fall, the route remained 
dry underfoot throughout 
and we quickly found our-
selves strolling through 

WALKING CLUB VISIT EAST YORKSHIRE 

AFWC members arriving at the medeival village of Wharram Percy.
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alliances aimed at build-
ing community and indi-
vidual resilience in the 
Bishop Auckland area. 

This will build on the 
work of Time To Talk and 
will launch a programme 
of activities for residents 
and those who work with 
them in the Bishop Auck-
land and surrounding 

area.
They request key stake-

holders in the area to 
attend and help build an 
alliance of champions 
supporting the people of 
Bishop Auckland and sur-
rounding areas.

To join, visit buytickets 
. a t / we l l b e i n g fo r l i fe / 
832416/

FOLLOWING A prevalence 
of issues related to dete-
riorating mental health in 
the area, Durham County 
Council, Wellbeing for 
Life, Stamp it Out and 
the Area Action Partner-
ship have come together 
to provide a workshop in 
which they will explore 
issues and strengthen 

BUILDING COMMUNITY RESILIENCE
The workshop intends to start a wider conversation about mental health and the factors that impact it.

PEOPLE IN County Dur-
ham are being reminded 
to have their say on 
potential new council 
boundaries. 

The Local Government 
Boundary Commission 
is asking for residents’ 
views on proposed new 
electoral divisions for 
Durham County Council.

The commission, an 
independent body which 
determines electoral 
boundaries, is review-
ing arrangements in the 
county to ensure coun-
cillors represent a similar 
number of electors. 

It has proposed the 
number of councillors 
in the county should be 
reduced from 126 to 98 
and will be drawing up 
new boundaries to reflect 
the suggested change.

A ten-week consultation 
is being held to gather 
residents’ views on the 
proposals and is due to 
close on Monday 30 Jan-
uary. 

Residents living in the 
county have just under 
one week left to have their 
say on the new boundary 
proposals.

The commission will 

use the feedback to draw 
up proposals for new 
boundaries. 

There will then be a 
further phase of consul-
tation before boundaries 
are finalised.

Residents can get 
involved in the online 
consultation by visiting  
www.consultation.lgbce. 
org.uk/node/38197   

Feedback can also be 
provided via email at  
reviews@lgbce.org.uk 
or by post, by writing to: 
Review Officer (County 
Durham), LGBCE, PO Box 
133, Blyth, NE24 9FE.

BOUNDARIES CONSULTATION DEADLINE

Become a member
Help build a stronger  
community for us all

JOIN GARDEN expert, 
Sarah Hopps, on Monday, 
6 February at Shildon 
Civic Hall from 7.30pm to 
solve your garden queries 
and problems.

Sarah is a regular pre-
senter at the garden thea-
tre at Harrogate and other 
major Flower Shows, 
answering gardeners’ 
questions and demon-
strating the best way to 
design and enhance one’s 
garden. 

She also organises 

many garden holiday 
tours and can source and 
supply specialist plants.

Sarah appears as part 
of Shildon and District 
Flower Club’s annual  
programme of talks and 
demonstrations. 

Entry is free to members 
while visitors can also 
attend by paying £5 on 
the door.

There will be plants and 
floral sundries to buy 
and refreshments will be 
available to purchase.

DO YOU HAVE ANY 
GARDEN QUERIES?

Gardening expert, Sarah Hopps. 

DATED: 28th January 2023

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council on 23/1/2023 made the above Order under the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) 
to prohibit all vehicular traffic from proceeding on a 268 metres 
length of the C34 Bone Mill Bank, Bishop Auckland from the 
junction with Riverside in a northernly direction to the junction 
with Wescott Drive to enable traffic signal refurbishment works 
to be undertaken. Throughout the period of closure, a diversion 
will be available to vehicular traffic from south side of closure in 
a southerly direction on Bone Mill Bank then south westerly on 
B6282 Auckland Road then north easterly on A688 then easterly 
on Douglas Crescent and southerly on Bone Mill Bank to northern 
end of closure and vice versa. The maximum duration of the 
Order is 18 months. The proposed works are to commence at 8am 
on 30/01/2023 and are anticipated to be completed in 19 Days. 
On occasions, alternative dates for closure may be necessary and 
these will be signed accordingly. 

THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF DURHAM
C34 BONE MILL BANK, BISHOP AUCKLAND

(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE)
ORDER 2023
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£100 digital Mastercard: available with iPhone 14 128GB on the 100GB & above tariffs. Offer ends 1 February 2023. Minimum term applies and will vary dependant on device or sim chosen. UK Residents and 18+Over 18s only. and 
customers must live in the UK. Digital Giftcard will be issued 45 days from your eligible product purchase, provided you have not cancelled your service or returned your handset, that you remain on an eligible call plan, and you have 
followed the claim process.  Active email address and mobile number required for offer redemption.  Within 14 days of purchase, customers will receive email and SMS with instructions on how to obtain digital Giftcard, and customers 
must claim Giftcard within 14 days of receiving the instructions and then activate the card within 90 days. Giftcard card is issued by GVS Prepaid Ltd, an Electronic Money Institution authorised in the UK by the Financial Conduct 
Authority with Firm Reference number 900230, pursuant to license by Mastercard International Incorporated. Mastercard® is a registered trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. Further terms and conditions apply, see 
https://www.o2redeem.co.uk/january/terms Offer not available on selected customer platforms (including 360 platform). Call us or ask in store for details. Purchase the iPhone 14 128GB directly from O2 and save up to £9.16 a month 
on your new device plan when you trade in an iPhone. £13.83 per month achieved by trading in your old iPhone device and receiving up to £330.00 in trade in value, spread across a 36 month device plan. Quoted monthly saving may 
be adjusted if the trade-in device received by us differs from the submitted device description. Trade-in value based on payable amount on all traded in iPhones between January 2021 and December 2021. £22.99 monthly device plan 
cost for non trade in customers. Your device must pass our checklist. The value of your trade in will depend on the model and condition. Terms apply see https://www.o2.co.uk/termsandconditions/mobile/o2-recycle Apple Music: Get 
up to 3 months Apple Music when you buy an eligible tariff direct from O2 (“Qualifying Purchase”). Redeem directly with Apple via redemption code provided to you within 7 days of Qualifying Purchase. All participants must redeem 
by 23rd June 2023. Redemption terms apply. O2 provides a 2-month subscription (each a “Subscription Period”, as applicable), depending on which available offer is chosen, added to any existing or new trial period of up to 1 month 
provided by Apple directly. You must set up Apple account and agree to Apple’s terms of use. You’ll be automatically enrolled on to a paid monthly subscription directly with Apple at the end of the relevant Subscription Period. You 
cannot benefit from more than one subscription period with O2. Tariff eligibility criteria applies which includes being a UK resident and 18+. No cash or alternatives. Lost redemption codes will not be replaced. Offer may be withdrawn 
or amended at any time. Internet access required. For how to claim and full terms: o2.co.uk/termsandconditions/rewards. 5G available in selected areas. 5G device, sim and tariff required to access 5G. See o2.co.uk/coveragechecker for 
coverage. O2 Refresh custom plans: Direct purchases only. Pay the cash price for your device or spread the cost over 3 to 36 months (excludes dongles). The device cost will be the same whatever you choose. There may be an upfront 
cost. You can pay off your Device Plan at any time and choose to keep your Airtime Plan, upgrade it, or leave. If you are in the first 24 months of your Device Plan and you cancel your Airtime Plan you will have to pay the remainder 
of your Device Plan in full.  After 24 months you can keep your Airtime Plan, upgrade it, or end it without affecting your Device Plan. Finance subject to status and credit checks. 18+. Direct Debit. Credit provided by Telefónica UK Ltd, 
SL1 4DX. Telefónica UK is authorised and regulated by the FCA for consumer credit and insurance. Terms apply, see o2.co.uk/terms.

Representative 
example

Duration of 
agreement

Upfront 
cost

Monthly device 
payment

Credit 
amount

Total amount 
payable for device

Interest rate
(fixed) 

Representative
APR

Device cash 
price

Airtime Plan, today 
to Mar 2023

Airtime Plan, Apr 2023
to Mar 2024

Airtime Plan, Apr 2024 
to Mar 2025

Apple iPhone 14 128GB 36 months £30 £13.83 £497.64 £527.64 0% 0% £527.64 £28 £28 + RPI announced 
in Feb 2023 = Price A

Price A + RPI 
announced in Feb 2024



DO YOU have time spare? 
Shildon Community Bus 
are currently recruiting 
for volunteer mini bus 
drivers.

The Community Bus 
operates an Accessible 
Transport Service for the 
use of charitable organ-
isations and voluntary 
groups in Shildon and the 
surrounding areas.

The scheme operates 
two vehicles, one of 
which is accessible and 
has a tail lift. 

Each vehicle has six-
teen seats (not including 
the driver) and seats can 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS WANTED
Shildon Community Bus is a locally registered charity.

be removed to accomo-
date wheelchair users.

Ideally, they’d like pro-
spective volunteers to 
have a current MIDAS 
certificate but training 
can be provided by their 
in-house trainer and is 
free of charge.

If you would like more 
information, contact by 
phone on 01388 773666 
or by email at shildon 
bus@yahoo.com or visit 
Bus Office, Methodist 
Church Hall.

Their opening hours are 
Monday to Friday from 
9.30am until 12noon.

events taking place on:
•	Tuesday 24 January, 

10am to 12pm, at Coun-
don and Leeholme 
Welfare Hall, Leeholme 
Road;

•	Friday 27 January, 10am 
to 12pm, Food Bank, 
Journey Building, 13 
Tees Walk;

•	Tuesday 31 January, 
6pm to 7.30pm, Coun-
don and District Work-
ing Men’s Club and 
Women’s Club, Crescent 
View.
CAT will then agree a 

seven-week action plan 
focussing on the priority 
issues highlighted during 
the engagement period.

Resident surgeries will 
take place during the pro-
gramme to allow people 
to give feedback on the 
work being carried out.

The team will also be 
working with the council’s 
Selective Licensing team 
to ensure that landlords 
who rent out properties in 
the focus area apply for a 
license where needed.

Residents can complete 
the engagement survey 
online at online1.snap-
surveys.com/CATCL or 
by calling customer ser-
vices, who will be able to 
help residents complete 
the survey over the tele-
phone, on 03000 260 000. 

Alternatively, residents 
can email communityaction 
team@durham.gov.uk for 
more information or to 
request a call back.

Further information on 
the community action 
project and work taking 
place is available at www.
durham.gov.uk/cat/

ners to utilise their expe-
rience and knowledge to 
make real long-term dif-
ference to local commu-
nities. 

“We want to hear from 
residents living in Coun-
don and Leeholme so 
that our action can be tai-
lored towards the needs 
of the community. There 
are a range of ways for 
residents to let us know 
their concerns, so I would 
encourage anyone living 
in these areas to contact 
us and get involved.”

Residents can inform 
the team of any sug-
gested areas of work 
by completing a survey 
online. 

They can also attend 
one of three engagement 

COMMUNITY ACTION IN COUNDON
FROM PAGE 1

Join our team of  
Bishop Press deliverers
Interested in a paper round? 

Contact Jeff on 07909 992731
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is used as pain relief dur-
ing medical procedures 
such as dental work. 

It is now the sec-
ond-most used drug 
among 16 to 18-year-olds 
in the UK, behind canna-
bis.

While the sale of nitrous 
oxide is illegal to anyone 
under the age of 18, it is 
not currently a crime to 
possess the drug.

Campaigners hope the 
review will recommend 
further legal restrictions 
on the drug to protect 
the lives of young people 
and help police robustly 
tackle its associated 
problems. 

However, despite previ-
ous calls for action, the 
outcome of the research 
has yet to be published.

In her joint letter to the 
Home Secretary, Com-
missioner Allen said: “We 
welcomed the Home Sec-
retary’s decision to ask 
the ACMD for this review. 

“We were hearing from 
members of the public 
who were troubled by 
large groups gathering 
in parks and other public 
places to use this drug, 
behaving erratically, and 
leaving silver cannisters, 
balloons and other litter 
behind.

“There was widespread 
concern, of course, about 
the health impacts and 
we feared that this was 
a starting point for some 
young people to progress 

to harder drugs. 
“A year later, in Septem-

ber 2022, we repeated our 
call for action. 

“We have still not heard 
anything further on 
the conclusions of the 
ACMD’s review.

“This is even more con-
cerning, given growing 
evidence from policing 
colleagues that nitrous 
oxide misuse is increas-
ingly being identified as 
a key factor in road traffic 
incidents, including seri-
ous, fatal accidents, and 
that its exclusion from 
the Misuse of Drugs Act 
1971 may be making it 
more difficult to respond 
appropriately to this 
extremely worrying and 
life-threatening develop-
ment.”

Commissioner Allen 
and her colleague wel-
comed the opportunity 
to meet with the Home 
Secretary to further dis-
cuss how best to respond 
to misuse of the drug in 
future.

“We would urge you to 
do everything that you 
can as Home Secretary 
to ensure the findings 
and recommendations 
of the ACMD Review are 
published, so we have the 
evidence base for devel-
oping policy that tackles 
a key source of anti-so-
cial behaviour in our com-
munities and drug driving 
on our roads,” the PCCs 
added.

COUNTY DURHAM and 
Darlington Police and 
Crime Commissioner, Joy 
Allen, has written to the 
Home Secretary request-
ing the urgent publica-
tion of new research into 
the dangers of the drug 
nitrous oxide.

As Joint National Leads 
for Addiction and Sub-
stance Misuse on behalf 
of the Association of 
Police and Crime Com-
missioners (APCC), Com-
missioner Allen and Dor-
set PCC David Sidwick 
told Home Secretary 
Suella Braverman it was 
imperative the findings 
of the Advisory Council 
on the Misuse of Drugs’ 
(ACMD) review were 
made public as soon as 
possible.

This, they said, would 
help PCCs and forces 
respond to misuse of the 
drug in their communi-
ties – including new evi-
dence suggesting it had 
become a factor in seri-
ous road traffic accidents 
and fatalities.

The ACMD was asked 
to analyse the health 
and societal impacts 
of nitrous oxide by the 
Home Office in Sep-
tember 2021 following 
reports of young people 
being harmed by the sub-
stance and increasing 
concerns about its link to 
anti-social behaviour.

Nitrous oxide, otherwise 
known as ‘laughing gas’, 

PCC CALLS ON HOME SECRETARY TO 
ADDRESS NITROUS OXIDE CONCERNS

Durham Police & Crime Commissioner, Joy Allen, has called on the Home Secretary to urgently address 
concerns on nitrous oxide.

face less likely to crack, 
more resistant to wear 
and tear and less likely 
to distort in hot weather 
than traditional asphalt 
mixes. 

“These factors will help 
our road surfaces to last 
longer. 

“The materials can also 
be reprocessed and used 
again when the road sur-
face does need replac-
ing, helping to further 
reduce our environmental 
impact.” 

Over the last year, 
28,569 tonnes of recy-
cled material have been 
used on roads across the 
county - the equivalent 
of more than two million 
two-litre plastic milk car-
tons. 

The council was one 
of the first local author-
ities to trial the Plas-
tipave solution, which 
was developed by Rain-
ton Construction to pro-
vide an environmentally 
friendly approach to high-
way maintenance.

Every 20 tonnes of Plas-
tipave produced incorpo-
rates the equivalent of 
over 1,000 single use car-
rier bags and the residue 
from over 50 car tyres, 
with the potential to 
reduce carbon emissions 
by over 270kg.

A DURHAM County Coun-
cil scheme to make the 
county’s roads smoother 
and safer for longer 
is also doing its bit to 
reduce plastic pollution 
whilst making. 

In the course of last 
year’s resurfacing pro-
gramme, the local author-
ity covered more than 
126,000 square metres of 
road with a sustainable 
asphalt solution. 

The solution, which is 
mixed with recycled sin-
gle-use plastic waste and 
rubber from vehicle tyres, 
reduces the volume of 
newly mined aggregates, 
with locally sourced tyres 
used. 

Cllr John Shuttleworth, 
Cabinet member for high-
ways, rural communities 
and community safety, 
said: “This is a fantastic 
initiative. 

“As well as having a 
positive environmen-
tal impact by stopping 
material from going to a 
landfill site, the combined 
properties from the rub-
ber and plastic enhance 
the performance of the 
road. 

“It creates a more 
water-resistant surface, 
reducing the risk of future 
potholes. 

“It also makes the sur-

COUNTY’S ROADS HELP 
REDUCE PLASTIC POLLUTION

Roads across County Durham being resurfaced with the sustainable 
asphalt solution.

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660 
www.cwbooth.co.uk

Crime and Road Traffic Offences
Matrimonial  |  Children  |  Family

Personal Injury Claims
Wills & Probate  |  Conveyancing

Lasting Powers of Attorney
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COUNTY DURHAM resi-
dents are being urged to 
make sure they are pre-
pared to vote. The need 
to show photo ID at the 
polling station comes 
into effect in May. 

Accepted forms of 
photo ID include pass-
ports, driving licences 
and concessionary travel 
passes, such as an older 
person’s bus pass. Voters 
will also be able to use 
expired ID if they are still 
recognisable from the 
photograph. 

John Hewitt, Durham 
County Council’s return-
ing officer, said: “With 
the possibility of an elec-
tion taking place at any 
time, it is important that 
those who want to vote 
make sure they have an 
accepted form of ID. 

“Residents who do not 
have one of the accepted 
forms of identification 
can apply for free ID 
either online or by com-
pleting a paper applica-
tion form and sending 
this to our electoral ser-
vices team.”

Residents can contact 
the team for support in 
applying for the free ID 
at 03000 261 212 or by 
emailing electoralser-
vices@durham.gov.uk 

A full list of accepted 
photo ID is available on 
the Electoral Commis-
sion’s website, along with 
more information about 
the new requirement, at 
www.electoralcommis 
sion.org.uk/voterID. 

Anyone who does not 
have one of the accepted 
forms of photo identifi-
cation can also apply for 
free ID online at www.vot 
er-authority-certificate.
service.gov.uk/ or by 
completing a paper form 
from Monday, 16 January. 

Anyone who wants to 
have their say in an elec-
tion must also be regis-
tered to vote. 

It only takes five min-
utes to register online 
at www.gov.uk/regis 
ter-to-vote. 

Anyone wanting to 
apply for free ID should 
first make sure they are 
registered to vote. 

ARE YOU READY TO VOTE?

from

DATED: 28th January 2023

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council on 23/1/23 made the above Order under the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to 
prohibit all vehicular traffic from proceeding on a 190 metre 
length of Fore Bondgate, Bishop Auckland from junction with 
Finkle Street at western side of closure in an easterly direction 
to junction with Newgate Street to enable sewer cleanse and 
CCTV survey works to be undertaken. No alternative route will 
be available during the closure period. The maximum duration of 
the Order is 18 months. The proposed works are to commence on 
29/1/23 from 6am and are anticipated to be completed in 6 hours. 
On occasions, alternative dates for closure may be necessary and 
these will be signed accordingly.

THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF DURHAM
FORE BONDGATE, BISHOP AUCKLAND

(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE)
ORDER 2023

PEOPLE ARE being 
invited to have their say 
on a review of dog control 
measures in County Dur-
ham.

Durham County Coun-
cil introduced a Public 
Spaces Protection Order 
(PSPO) for Dog Control in 
2017 in response to com-
munity concerns about 
irresponsible dog owner-
ship.

The PSPO, which gives 
the council powers to 
issue fines for offences 
such as dog fouling and 
allowing a dog to stray, is 
due for renewal in May.

The existing PSPO gives 
the council powers to 
issue a £100 Fixed Pen-
alty Notice for the follow-
ing offences:
•	Allowing a dog to foul 

without picking it up;
•	Allowing a dog to stray;
•	Failure to put a dog on 

a lead when asked to 
do so by an authorised 
person;

•	Allowing a dog in a 
fenced off play area.

The additional measures 
proposed include:
•	Banning dogs from 

fenced off play areas, 
tennis courts and 
games areas;

•	Keeping dogs on leads 
in churchyards, ceme-
teries and crematoria;

•	Requiring dogs to be 
on leads on identified 
marked sports pitches; 

•	Restricting dog walkers 
to walk a maximum of 
six dogs at once;

•	Requiring all dogs in an 
open space to have a 
collar and tag;

•	Banning dogs from the 
“slope” beach in Sea-
ham between 10am 

and 6pm from May to 
September – this is the 
small beach accessible 
from the marina area.
The consultation period 

started Monday 23 Janu-
ary and will run for seven 
weeks before closing on 
Monday 13 March.

If agreed, the new PSPO 
would be introduced in 
May 2023 and reviewed 
after three years.

To take part in the con-
sultation, visit www.
durham.gov.uk/consulta-
tion.

Paper surveys will be 
available from libraries 
and Customer Access 
Points.

HAVE YOUR SAY ON DOG CONTROL

Household Furniture bought. 
Traditional or modern. Tel 
Ryan on 07860 560295.

Unrepairable LED TVs. 40” 
and over £20. Also 32” £10. No 
cracked screens. Tel Billy on 
07958 410658

Wanted Wanted

Exterior/Interior Painting 
Roofing - Architectural Repairs 
Rendering/Dashing - Plastering

Contact our team
Tel: 01388 607614

07572 501641

Protecting and Perfecting Properties

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting 

- Electrical Installation, 
NAPIT Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

A. Francis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)
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Local leagues, competitions and events...
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BBISHOP ISHOP AAUCKLANDUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk  |  www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk  | Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  | BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd
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BISHOP AUCKLAND FC 
went down to a shock 
last minute defeat at 
lowly Pickering Town in 
their last league outing 
a fortnight ago, heating 
up the fight for automatic 
promotion. 

The defeat was their 
second loss in their last 
three games with the 
other, crucially, to local 
rivals Newton Aycliffe, 
who now join Bishops 
level on points at the top 
of the table. 

Bishops continue to 
lead the division, cour-
tesy of their superior goal 
difference, but the gap 
to the chasing pack has 
now closed significantly. 

Hot on the heels of 
the top two are Whitley 
Bay and Ashington, who 
sit five and six points 
behind respectively, but 
both have three games in 
hand over the top two as 
wether postponements 
continue to plague clubs 
at every level. 

The Two Blues do not 
have a game scheduled 
this weekend, but hope to 
be back in action at home 
on Tuesday night, when 
Seaham Red Star are 

PICKERING SHOCK BISHOPS
Action from Bishop’s loss to Pickering. Image: Joe Gorman Photography.

scheduled to visit.
After another empty 

Saturday the following 
weekend, Bishops will 
host Guisborough on 
Tuesday 7 February.  

Both games kick off at 
7.45pm.

Meanwhile, it was 
another great weekend 
on the 3G for St Mary’s 
Juniors, with all the 
grass pitches unplayable, 
reports Steve Coulthard. 

U8 Kings booked their 
place in the semi-final of 
the League Cup with a 
home win against Whitby 
with goals from Wood-
ward (3), Martin, Heavis-
ide and Falls.

The Under 10 Aces beat 
Nunthorpe, playing class 
football for little kids. It 
was just a joy to watch 
them with Oliver and Tyler 
both netting doubles.

U11 Kings won the 
Local derby v the Aces 
with goals for Albie (3) 
Alfie, Craig and Matty.

U13 Aces beat Redcar 
Royals 4-3 with Alex scor-
ing the winner from out-
side the box on 70 mins.

The Reserves lost nar-
rowly 4-3 to Hebburn in 
the Durham Minor Cup QF.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Girls FC U10s are raising 
much needed funds for 
their team by walking the 
virtual miles from their 
home ground at Hunwick 
to Wembley Stadium. 

Over the months of 
February and March, 
each girl will contribute 
towards a massive total 
of 258 miles. 

Money raised will go 
towards training kit and 
tournaments for the girls 

over the next year.
You can help this group 

of fantastic girls reach 
their target by visiting 

U10 GIRLS TO ‘WALK TO WEMBLEY’

their gofundme.com 
page by searching for 
‘BGFC Under 10s Walk to 
Wembley’.

Bishop Auckland FC Girls U10s are fundraising 

PLAY AT THE PARK
Tournament 2023

Want to play football at a 
Northern League ground?

Then join in one of our mini-tournaments.  
Bishop Auckland FC, in partnership with Teesside 

Junior Football Alliance League are inviting teams to 
come and play at the AJS Stadium, Heritage Park.
Age Groups
Boys U9 7-a-side, Sunday 16 July (Max 12 players per team). 
Registration 9.30am - games KO 10am.
Boys U7 5-a-side, Sunday 16 July (Max 10 players per team). 
Registration 1.30pm - games KO 2pm.

Information:
All teams must be affilliated to their County FA for the 2023-24 
season. Age groups are 2023-24 (this is a pre-season tournament).
Maximum 8 teams per age group. Entry is £35 per team.
Trophy for the winning team in the final and medals to all participants. 
For further details, please contact  
BAFC Club Secretary, Catherine Pearson on 07890 340138.
Bishop Auckland FC - AJS Stadium - Heritage Park - Stadium Way - St Helen Auckland DL14 9AE


