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FREE BOOKSHOP 
IN URGENT 
PLEA FOR NEW 
PREMISES
A POPULAR local char-
ity bookshop, which pro-
vides free books, is under 
threat of permanent clo-
sure.

The Global Educational 
Trust / GET Free Books 
Bishop Auckland, situ-
ated in the former Greggs 
at 14 Newgate Street, has 
been given notice to quit 
and must find new prem-
ises or face immediate 
closure. 

“We have been a free 
bookshop in Bishop 
Auckland since May 
2017,” said volunteer,  
Alexandrea Ryle, “and 
sadly it looks like we 
might have to leave 
Bishop Auckland. 

“We have been at 14 
Newgate Street for two 
years where we occupied 
the old Greggs bakery 
that had been left empty 
for about five years.

“We had several loca-
tions before that and we 

THE PUBLIC has the 
opportunity to learn 
more about the history 
of Bishop Auckland this 
autumn.

Bishop Auckland Herit-
age Festival takes place 
from September until 
November. 

Its programme of events 
will see free exhibitions, 
fairs and talks take place. 

The festival has been 
funded by Historic Eng-
land and organised in 
partnership with Durham 
County Council, County 
Durham Forum for His-

tory and Heritage, and 
Bishop Auckland Herit-
age Action Zone 

The Heritage Action 
Zone (HAZ), a partner-
ship between Historic 
England and the county 
council, is a five-year 
project to revitalise the 

historic market town and 
regenerate it as a vibrant 
place for local people, 
businesses and visitors.

It forms part of the 
co-ordinated activity by 
the council and its part-

BISHOP TO HOST HERITAGE FESTIVAL
Second from left, Heritage Action Zone project manager Anne Allen outside Bishop Auckland Town Hall with Margaret Hedley, Sarah Hillier and 
Marian Morrison from County Durham Forum for History and Heritage.	
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Forest, Bishop Auckland 
town centre, the Durham 
Dales, and the Weardale 
Railway.

The enhanced rail con-
nectivity would also ena-
ble residents to access 
wider education and 
job opportunities, while 
reducing the environ-
mental impact of the 
county’s transport sys-
tem by providing an alter-
native to cars.

Cllr Richard Bell, dep-
uty leader of Durham 
County Council and Cab-
inet member for finance, 
said: “Following the suc-
cess of our application to 
reopen Ferryhill Station, 
we are keen to continue 

our plans to improve 
connectivity throughout 
County Durham. 

“By creating and build-
ing on current rail links, 
residents will be able to 
access more and better 
opportunities within the 
county and further afield, 
while also reducing the 
county’s environmental 
impact.”

If the SOBC is suc-
cessful, DfT will provide 
further funding for the 
council to produce an 
Outline Business Case 
and develop the proposal 
in more detail.

To request a copy of the 
SOBC, email weardaleryr 
@durham.gov.uk.

PLANS TO create a pas-
senger rail service run-
ning from Darlington to 
Weardale have been sub-
mitted to government.

Durham County Coun-
cil has worked with The 
Auckland Project to sub-
mit a Strategic Outline 
Business Case (SOBC) 
with the endorsement of 
Richard Holden, MP for 
North West Durham, to 
the Department for Trans-
port (DfT), following fund-
ing to develop proposals 
under the Restoring Your 
Railway programme.

The proposals will 
focus on development 
of the Darlington-Dales 
corridor, improving the 
connectivity of towns 
and villages along the 
Weardale line. It will also 
review the possibility of 
providing a link to Crook. 

This new rail link would 
support economic devel-
opment along the Dar-
lington-Dales corridor, 
helping to attract vis-
itors and boost spend 
in these areas by con-
necting tourism sites 
including Hamsterley 

PROPOSALS SUBMITTED TO CREATE 
DARLINGTON TO DALES RAIL LINK

Left to right: Wayne Dickson, Weardale Railway general manager, David Maddan, chief executive officer of The Auckland Project, Cllr Richard 
Bell, and Craig MacLennan, Durham County Council’s transport and infrastructure manager.	

DATED: 10th September 2022

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council on 5/9/22 made the above Order under the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to 
prohibit all vehicular traffic from proceeding on 25 metres of 
rear Jubilee Street and Chapel Street, Toronto between property 
numbers 50 to 55 Jubilee Street to enable sewer repair works to 
be undertaken. Alternative route via front Jubilee Street and the 
accesses to Chapel Street via side numbers 35 and 60 Jubilee 
Street. The maximum duration of the Order is 18 months. The 
proposed works are to commence on 12/9/22 and are anticipated 
to be completed in 5 days. On occasions, alternative dates for 
closure may be necessary and these will be signed accordingly. 

JUBILEE STREET AND  
CHAPEL STREET REARS, TORONTO

(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2022 

DATED: 10th September 2022

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council proposes to make an Order under the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit all 
vehicular traffic from proceeding on 240 metres of Chester Street 
between its junctions with South Church Road and Newgate 
Street, and also a 33 metre length of Southgate Street between its 
junctions with Peel Street and Church Street, Bishop Auckland 
to enable carriageway resurfacing works to be undertaken. An 
alternative route will be available to vehicular traffic from the 
a) Eastern side of the closure from South Church Road westerly 
via Railway Street to Newgate Street b) Western side the closure 
from Newgate Street via Peel Street to South Church Road. The 
maximum duration of the Order is 18 months. The proposed 
works are to commence on 25/9/22 from 7pm to 6am nightly 
and are anticipated to be completed in 4 nights. On occasions, 
alternative dates for closure may be necessary and these will be 
signed accordingly. 

CHESTER STREET AND SOUTHGATE STREET, 
BISHOP AUCKLAND 

(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2022 
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AS PART of a national ini-
tiative to highlight the role 
bystanders play in the 
prevention and support of 
street harassment, Neigh-
bourhood Watch has this 
week launched their Are 
you okay? campaign.

The charity will encour-
age bystanders to inter-
vene when witnessing 
crime and harmful behav-
iours, when it is safe for 
them to do so, by asking 
the victim ‘Are you okay?’. 

Crimes of this nature, 
such as public sexual har-
assment and hate crime, 
are significantly under 
reported by victims. 

Commissioner Joy 
Allen said: “Unfortunately 
crimes like these seem 
to be deeply ingrained in 
our culture. They’re so 
common that we often 
see them in areas such as 
our parks and on our high 
streets and public trans-
port networks and will 
turn a blind eye.

“It’s time that these inci-
dents no longer go unno-
ticed. This is a brilliant 
initiative that if used cor-
rectly can go a long way 
to achieving my vision of 
safer people across our 
area. 

“It is all of our responsi-
bilities to ensure that we 
look after each other on 
our streets. I would urge 
anyone that feels like 
they have witnessed or 
have been a victim of har-
assment or hate crime to 
report it, as it really is the 
only way we’re going to be 
able to get a true handle 
on this and stomp it out in 
our community.”

Neighbourhood Watch 
estimated that nationally 
over one third of those 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  
‘ARE YOU OKAY?’ CAMPAIGN

that had experienced 
crime in the last twelve 
months had been har-
assed, threatened or ver-
bally abused in the street. 

These incidents are 
unfortunately not isolated 
and will be detrimental to 
victims’ mental wellbe-
ing.

The campaign 
attempts to challenge 
the ‘bystander effect’, 
which Neighbourhood 
Watch described as when 
the presence of others 
discourages individu-
als from intervening in 
crimes like these. 

They explain that the 
greater the number of 
bystanders, the less likely 
it is for any one of them 
to initiate help for the per-
son in distress.

John Hayward-Cripps, 
CEO of Neighbourhood 
Watch Network, said 
“If you witness some-
one being harassed on 
the street, whether they 
are being intimidated, 
shouted at, insulted, 
honked at, up-skirted, or 
are having offensive ges-
tures or comments made 
towards them - when it is 
safe for you to do so, ask 
them if they are okay. 

“This lets them know 
that you stand by them, 
empowers the victim 
to report and sends a 
message of intolerance 
towards the crime. 

“In this way we can start 
to turn that culture of 
acceptance around.

If you need to report an 
active incident call 999, to 
report any other incident 
call 101.

You can also report to 
Crimestoppers anony-
mously on 919 683 1200.

11am to 3pm at the Town 
Hall. Visitors will have 
the opportunity to meet 
local history societies 
with music, re-enactment 
groups, guided walks, 
talks and bus tours.

At 7.30pm on Monday 
26 September, Bishop 
Auckland Civic Soci-
ety will hold a talk with 
guest speaker Dr Andrew 
Breeze from the Univer-
sity of Navarra, in Spain. 
It will centre on a Viking 
battle which took place 
at Bishop Auckland in the 
year 844 AD.

On Saturday 1 Octo-
ber, a day focusing on 
the sporting heritage of 
Bishop Auckland will be 
held at King James Acad-
emy in the town involving 
Durham Amateur Foot-
ball Trust from 10am to 
3pm. 

Jules Brown, from His-
toric England, said: “The 
festival is a fantastic 
opportunity for people to 
come along and find out 
more about the history 
of Bishop Auckland and 
what this means for us 
today.”

The council has secured 
£19.9 million of govern-
ment funding for Bishop 

Auckland town centre 
through the Future High 
Streets Fund, with money 
earmarked for projects 
including a new bus 
station and additional 
car parking, as well as a 
scheme to bring vacant 
properties back into use.

A further £33.2 million is 
heading to Bishop Auck-
land from the govern-
ment’s Stronger Towns 
Fund, with the funding 
allocated to a range of 
regeneration projects 
across the community. 

The aim is to attract an 
additional 1.5 million vis-
itors to Bishop Auckland 
each year, substantially 
boosting County Dur-
ham’s visitor economy 
and creating up to 4,000 
jobs.

Tens of millions of addi-
tional investment are 
also being made in the 
town by partner organisa-
tions such as The Auck-
land Project, which has 
already committed £275 
million.

To find out more about 
this year’s Bishop Auck-
land Heritage Festival go 
to www.durham.gov.uk/ 
BishopAucklandHeritage 
Festival2022.

ners to drive forward 
regeneration.

Dr Anne Allen, HAZ pro-
ject manager, said: “We 
have a wide variety of 
fascinating events taking 
place as part of the Herit-
age Festival with many of 
them free to attend. 

“Please take the time 
to look at the different 
events organised and 
come along if you can.” 

The festival’s start coin-
cides with a series of Her-
itage Open Days, which 
take place from Friday 9 
to Sunday 18 September 
at various venues across 
County Durham, includ-
ing several in Bishop 
Auckland.  

From Monday 12 Sep-
tember to Sunday 20 
November, the free exhi-
bition Picture This: Then 
and Now will be held at 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall. 

Running from 10am to 
4pm, Monday to Satur-
day, it will reflect on the 
five years of the HAZ pro-
ject to curate local herit-
age and restore the con-
servation area. 

A visual story, it will be 
told through architecture, 
art and artefacts from the 
Bishop Big Dig.

On Saturday 24 Septem-
ber, a history fair organ-
ised by County Durham 
Forum for History and 
Heritage will be held from 

LEARN HISTORY OF BISHOP AUCKLAND

Divorce, Separation 
& Children

Criminal, Road Traffic &
Military Law

Residential Conveyancing

Wills, Probate & 
Power of Attorney

Mental Health

Civil Litigation &
Personal Injury

Employment &
Settlement Agreements

Commercial

meikles
solicitors

Meikles Solicitors
www.meikles-solicitors.co.uk

Spennymoor: 01388 814336

Bishop Auckland: 01388 451122

Ferryhill: 01740 652811

Sedgefield: 01740 620255

Barnard Castle: 01833 690505

 01325 345848Darlington:

Self Employed?
I can complete your...

Financial Accounts
Tax Return
VAT Return
Payroll

Contact Sarah Riley 
on 07922 692989 or email 

sarah@rileyaccountancy.co.uk 
For pricing and packages, check 

www.rileyaccountancy.co.uk

ON SATURDAY 24 Sep-
tember, Etherley Method-
ist Church welcome Dur-
ham Constabulary Brass 
Band, and the event will 
follow the normal format 
with a meal at 6pm, fol-
lowed by the Brass Band 
concert at 7.30pm.

The event was planned 

for 2020 in memory of 
John Alver Slack, but 
could not be organised 
and performed until now, 
because of Covid lock-
downs. 

Alver was a well 

respected local electri-
cian who absolutely loved 
brass bands. Tickets are 
£10 each, from Marie on 
01388 526692, and a new 
car park is nearby, which 
will be signposted.

METHODIST CHURCH BRASS BAND CONCERT

FROM PAGE 1

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Methodist Church is 
hosting a concert by The 
Stockton to Darlington 
Ukulele Express on Sat-

urday 24 September at 
7pm. Tickets for the con-
cert are £6 and can be 
secured by calling 01388 
662668.

ALL ABOARD THE UKULELE EXPRESS
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ster Truck rides.”  
Carnival Fun Fairs will 

also present their gigan-
tic fairground which this 
year will feature a conti-
nental ferris wheel from 
Belgium together with a 
world food court serving 
everything to cater for all 
tastes and an all-day bar 
which will serve refresh-
ments from a vintage 
London Routemaster bus. 

Mr Evans added: “Peo-
ple will never witness 
anything like this again in 
the small railway town of 
Shildon, and certainly no 
family in the North East 
should miss out on this 

grand extravaganza.” 
The weekend  of free 

action will start at 11am 
on 10 and 11 September 
in Hackworth Park, Cen-
tral Parade Shildon.

The funfair will also be 
open on Friday 9 Septem-
ber from 6pm until 8pm.

As well as providing 
entertainment, the event 
will have a more poignant  
aim as it looks to raise a 
minimum of £5,000 for 
local suicide support 
charity, Quinn’s Retreat. 

The charity is rais-
ing funds to build a 
retreat home for suicide 
bereaved families.

SHILDON WILL be host-
ing the biggest free event 
in the North East this 
weekend with free admis-
sion and running in con-
junction with local char-
ity, Quinn’s Retreat.

Event organiser and 
owner of Carnival Fun 
Fairs, Paul Evans said: 
“The weekend will fea-
ture a human torch 
show which includes a 
TV stunt team throwing 
themselves off huge gan-
tries while on fire and the 
amazing exploding coffin, 
which is one of the most 
dangerous film stunts in 
the world, a motorcycle 
display and also, back by 
popular demand, Mon-

SHILDON CARNIVAL TO HELP RAISE 
FUNDS FOR SUICIDE CHARITY

The event promises to be the biggest free event in the North East calendar.

Exterior/Interior Painting 
Roofing - Architectural Repairs 
Rendering/Dashing - Plastering

Contact our team
Tel: 01388 607614

07572 501641

Protecting and Perfecting Properties

CAR SALES & VEHICLE SERVICES

QUALITY USED CARS
Finance arranged | Comprehensive Warranties

AA Breakdown Cover 
All vehicles sold with fresh Service & MOT

SERVICES FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS
MOT Testing Class 4, 5 & 7

Vehicle Diagnostics | Brakes | Clutches
Timing Belts | Van Hire | Courtesy Cars

Local Collection & Drop-off

St Helen Auckland, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT 
Main                      Sales

01388 605080 | 07582 570308
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

We cater for HGV & PSV Operators
Inspections | Tachographs | Break Testing

07518 117 486
07825 345 427

General cleaning,
One-off cleans,
Letting cleans

No Job Too Big  
or Too Small

Little Linda & Little Kev

The Cleaners

Family run business

THE MITHRAS Piano 
Trio received a standing 
ovation after their perfor-
mance for Bishop Auck-
land Music Society last 
Friday, 2nd September.

Ionel Manciu (violin), 
Leo Popplewell (cello) 
and Dominic Degavino 
(piano) thrilled the audi-
ence with their dynamic, 
yet thoughtful interpreta-
tion of Beethoven’s Piano 
Trio in E flat and Tchai-
kovsky’s Piano Trio in A 
minor.  

A modern piece, 
Cavatina at Midnight, by 
Cecilia McDowell, com-
pleted the programme 
with allusions to bird-
song in its composition.

This was the final con-
cert in BAMS 2022 series. 
“It is a privilege to be able 
to bring such a variety of 
outstanding young musi-

STANDING OVATION CONCLUDES 
BAMS CONCERT SEASON

Ionel Manciu (violin), Leo Popplewell (cello) and Dominic Degavino (piano).

cians to Bishop Auck-
land,” said committee 
member, Susan Bennett. 

“Often at the start 
of their professional 
careers, the maturity of 
their playing is aston-
ishing. It is not surpris-
ing that many go on to 
achieve great things.

“To demonstrate 
this, the audience was 
delighted to hear that 
Ionel Manciu has been 
appointed the new leader 
of the Netherlands Phil-
harmonic Orchestra.”

Willem de Bordes, artis-
tic leader of the Neth-
erlands Philharmonic 
Orchestra said: “We are 
delighted with Ionel’s 
arrival and look forward 
to building with him and 
chief conductor Lorenzo 
Viotti on the quality of the 
orchestra.”
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ROLL UP, Roll up! Chance 
Drama is set to ‘Come 
Alive’ on the 15th, 16th 
and 17th of September. 

Prepare for a feast for 
the eyes - yes that’s right,  
Sophie Sawdust’s Spec-
tacular Circus is coming 
right to your doorstep at 
Ferryhill Sports and Edu-
cation Centre. 

Below is some infor-
mation on our upcoming 
production Goldilocks, 
Chance Drama’s biggest 
project since before the 
Covid pandemic.

The show includes 
some fabulous numbers 
including some from the 
popular movie and shows 
The Greatest Showman, 
Singing in The Rain and 
& Juliet to name a small 
few! 

This show is not just 
your typical Goldilocks, it 
features an elaborate and 
captivating plot to ensure 
the audience is enthralled 
and amused from start to 
finish! 

CHANCE DRAMA SET FOR 
CAPTIVATING FAMILY SHOW

The show includes, ani-
mal trainers, clowns (and 
don’t worry, not the scary 
kind!), mimes, juggling, 
circus poi and some fab-
ulous stunts and tricks. 

“Our performance is 
perfect for all of the fam-
ily,” said Darcy Golightly. 
“We also have a matinee 
performance, which is  
perfect for younger mem-
bers of the family, and 
we truly believe the peo-
ple locally should grab 
the opportunity to come 
down and see what this 
fabulous group of just 
under forty young peo-
ple have been working 
so hard on for around six 
months. So come along 
and treat the family to a 
night out together today.”

You can email them at  
chancedramaferryhill@ 
gmail.com to secure your 
tickets today. 

“We hope local people 
will get behind us in this 
fabulous production,” 
added Darcy.

Script provided by NODA ltd,
Peterborough, PE2 7UH

Tickets Available by emailing: 
chancedramaferryhill@gmail.com

15, 16 September - 7PM
17 September - 2PM | 7PM

Ferryhill Sport & Education Centre

Adult £8 | Child £4

we must leave Number 
14  by September 28th. 

“We desperately need a 
large shop to move into 
to take our capacity and 
at the moment there is 
nothing available, even 
though there are plenty 
of empty shops around 
Bishop Auckland. 

“So many of our cus-
tomers say they would 
not come into Bishop 
Auckland if it was not for 
the free bookshop.

“In our bookshop, not 
only do we let people 
have five free items a day, 
or if they wish they can 
put something in the pot, 
but we are also a commu-
nity hub for many of our 
visitors. 

“During the pandemic, 
people came in not only 
to escape in a few pages 
of a book, but it was also 
a way to socialise where 
they didn’t feel so alone. 

“The customers are 
warm and welcoming 
and they have made it a 
pleasure to know them. 
We are really going to 
miss each and every one 
of them.

“Our charity started ten 
years ago and for half 
that time we have been in 

Bishop Auckland.
“Our founder and oper-

ations director, Mr Bash-
forth thought of the idea 
after a child went to Take 
your Book to School day 
with just the Argos cata-
logue because that was 
all they had at home .

Additionally, so many 
books were going into 
landfill that he wished to 
use these unloved books 
to improve people’s qual-
ity of life through literacy, 
education and mental 
wellbeing.”

The charity is urgently 
asking if anyone can help 
them source a new shop, 
preferably a large one on 
Newgate Street.

“If we can not find a 
property all our books 
will have to go into stor-
age,” said Alexandrea, 
and it could be years, if 
at all we return to Bishop 
Auckland as transporting 
books is so expensive 
and we would not have 
the range we have now. 

“We need to find a land-
lord that would want us 
as a tenant.”

If anyone can help, 
email the charity at  
g e t f r e e b o o k s a t 14 @ 
gmail.com.

are a high valued shop in 
the community. 

“We occupy an empty 
shop and help take care 
of it and report any 
issues that would previ-
ously go unnoticed with-
out someone occupying 
the building.

“We have a 28-day roll-
ing lease as a temporary 
tenant. We have found 
that we increased footfall 
during our time there and 
we brought some life to 
our little corner of New-
gate Street. 

“Our charity, as a tem-
porary tenant, doesn’t 
pay rent, but in return our 
landlords, who we are 
really grateful to, receive 
a large reduction in their 
rates, so we help each 
other. 

“Unfotunately, we have 
recently been given our 
28-day notice and very 
sadly we now have to 
leave number 14. 

“However, we have 
also had to close imme-
diately as we have an 
estimated half a million 
books to pack, but sadly 
at the moment we have 
no home to move to and 

FREE BOOKSHOP UNDER THREAT

The popular charity bookshop has been forced to close as it prepares to pack up half a million books.

FROM PAGE 1

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

A. Francis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Methodist Church at 
Cockton Hill Road is 
hosting a Macmillan Cof-
fee Morning on Friday 30 
September from 10am 
until 2pm. 

Drinks, cakes and 

scones will be served. 
There will also be a tom-
bola and raffle.

“Come and join us to 
help make lots of money 
for Macmillan, everyone 
is most welcome. ” said a 
volunteer.

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
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as a precursor to the start 
of rehearsals for the 2023 
performance.

Passion Play Bishop 
Auckland (PPBA) pro-
ducer and film editor 
Keith Blundy said: “We 
are delighted to be able 
to bring Don’t Panic to the 
screen to allow people to 
relive and experience this 
amazing performance of 
the story of Easter.

“The screenings, all 
free to attend, mark the 
start of our planning and 
rehearsals for the 2023 
Good Friday Passion 
Play, entitled All Will Be 
Revealed. 

“It is hoped that remind-
ing people of the chal-
lenges we all came through 
during Covid to put on the 
performance will inspire 
people to get involved and 
take us from strength to 
strength next year.

“The film captures the 
huge efforts made by 
more than 130 cast, back-
stage volunteers and 
supporters in bringing 
the performance to life. 

“I think that over 5,000 
people watched the per-
formance demonstrates 
that the Easter story is 
still relevant today, pro-
viding a sense of hope 
and light in the darkness 
of modern life.

“We have also launched 
a Crowdfunder at www. 
crowdfunder.co.uk /p/ 
passion - play - b ishop - 
auckland to help raise 
funds for future perfor-
mances and for the work 
we do to be more effec-
tive in our engagement 
with the community in 
allowing those on the 
margins of society to get 
involved, learn new skills 
and improve their wellbe-
ing.”

Tickets for the premiere 
can be obtained by visit-
ing: aucklandproject.org/
whats-on/passion-play-
film-premiere.

A list of dates for the 
other screenings and 
information on varioius 
ways to get involved in 
the production will be 
posted on the website  
p a s s i o n p l a y b i s h o p 
auckland.org and on  
facebook.com/passion 
playbishopauckland.

IT’S ALL systems go for 
the team responsible for 
the Bishop Auckland Pas-
sion Play as they launch 
their 2023 plans with a 
film premiere in St Peter’s 
Chapel at Auckland Cas-
tle later this month.

After more than four 
years in the planning, two 
lockdowns and numer-
ous cast changes, the 
Passion Play for Bishop 
Auckland was performed 
on Good Friday in the 
Bishop Auckland Mar-
ket place and has since 
been produced into a full-
length film. 

The premier of Don’t 
Panic All Will Be Revealed 
will be screened on 
Wednesday 28 Septem-
ber at 12.30pm. 

Screenings will then 
follow at various other 
churches and venues 
around Bishop Auckland  

FILM PREMIERE FOR PASSION PLAY
Bishop Auckland Passion Play finally took place last Easter after two years of Covid delays. 

BISHOP BARRINGTON 
Academy is celebrating 
a hugely successful set 
of GCSE results, demon-
strating the significant 
improvement journey the 
Academy has embarked 
upon since joining the 
Advance Learning Part-
nership family of schools.

Students have per-
formed at levels above 
national averages in 
many subjects includ-
ing French, IT, Health 
and Social Care, Dance, 
Music and Sport Studies.  

There is a powerful 
drive to raise standards 
in all subject areas and 
Bishop Barrington has 
demonstrated that its 
students can, and do, 
compete at the very high-
est level.

In modern foreign lan-
guages 100% of the stu-
dents achieved a grade 9.  
Students have amassed 
a total of 110 top grades, 
a quarter of these been in 
English.

Headteacher Grant 
Sowerby said: “Our young 
people should be proud 
of these examination 
results. This success is 
a just reward for the com-
mitment the students 
showed throughout their 

BISHOP BARRINGTON PUPILS 
ENJOY GCSE SUCCESS

Students at Bishop Barrington celebrated GCSE success this year.

Barrington journey, a 
journey which, at times 
has been exceptionally 
difficult due to the pan-
demic and a significant 
period of change. 

“This makes these 
results even more 
impressive. Everyone 
has worked relentlessly 
to give our students the 
greatest chance of suc-
cess, opening doors to 
their futures.”

Among the fantastic 
results the school sin-
gled out some excep-
tional individual per-
formances including: 
Niamh Dawson, who 
has achieved a raft of 
top grades including six 
grade 9’s and three grade 
8’s; Deyla Abaya, who 
achieved five grade 9’s 
and one grade 8 and two 
grade 7’s; Sophie Curry, 
who has achieved three 
grade 9’s and five grade 
8’s; Amelia Bowden, who 
has achieved three grade 
9’s and three grade 8’s 
and Louie Thornton, who 
has achieved three grade 
9’s and four grade 7’s.

Congratulations to all of 
the pupils as they move 
on with their education, 
we wish them all the best 
for the future.

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660 
www.cwbooth.co.uk

Crime and Road Traffic Offences
Matrimonial  |  Children  |  Family

Personal Injury Claims
Wills & Probate  |  Conveyancing

Lasting Powers of Attorney

Wanted

Household Furniture bought. 
Traditional or modern. Tel Ryan 
on 07860 560295.

Unrepairable LED TVs. 40” 
and over £20. Also 32” £10. No 
cracked screens. Tel Billy on 
07958 410658



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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BBISHOP ISHOP AAUCKLANDUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk  |  www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk  | Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  | BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd

time over Guisborough. 
Skipper Nathan Rim-

mington was Player of 
the Match for his 40no 
and 1/13 from his allo-
cated 20 deliveries.

Having sealed promo-
tion to the NYSD Premier 
Division with a nine-
wicket victory over Guis-
borough the previous 
day, Bishops secured the 
Division One title with 
another comprehensive 
nine-wicket victory at 
Hornby Park, home of 
Seaton Carew CC, last 
weekend, and were pre-
sented the league trophy 
from Durham CCC legend, 
Geoff Cook.

“We really wanted to 
achieve promotion this 
season and had worked 
hard towards that goal,” 
added Paul. “Achieving 
promotion as Champions 
reflects the hard work 
and efforts of everyone 
within the club, particu-

larly during the past 12 
months. 

“Nathan Rimmington 
has led the side superbly 
well and many of the play-
ers have excelled during 
the summer. 

“Lastly, I want to thank 
John Elliott and Ebac for 
the continued and invalu-
able support we enjoy at 
the cricket club. Support 
we are sincerely grateful 
for.” 

Indeed, in arguably the 
game of the summer, the 
club were a whisker away 
from a quadruple after 
being narrowly beaten by 
Normanby Hall in the final 
of the Brunton Cup with 
just three balls remaining.

“We couldn’t be hap-
pier” said Paul. “Of course 
it would have been nice to 
win it all, but what’s been 
achieved this summer is 
hopefully just the begin-
ning and we’re already 
looking forward to 2023.”

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Cricket Club’s First XI 
have been crowned treble 
winners after scooping 
two divisional titles and 
the Haith Cup in a trium-
phant season.

First into the trophy 
cabinet was the Haith 
Cup, clinched with a sev-
en-wicket victory over 
Wolviston CC at Kings-
way in June. 

“Winning the prestig-
ious Haith Cup was a 
proud achievement for 
the club and our first taste 
of success this summer,” 
said Director of Cricket 
Paul Furby. “We had set 
high standards for our-
selves this summer and 
we were delighted with 
this victory.”

Then came the NYSD 
Cricket League Divi-
son One Hundred title, 
clinched at Stockton CC 
Finals Day, with another 
seven-wicket win, this 

TREBLE SUCCESS FOR CRICKETERS
Bishop Auckland CC First XI with the NYSD Cricket League Division One trophy. 

FREE SCORING Bishop 
Auckland FC are up to 
second in the Northern 
League Division One 
table after a crushing 7-1 
away win at Crook Town 
in midweek. 

It seemed an appropri-
ate visual metaphor for 
the night sky to be split by 
flashes of lightning given 
the electrifying play of 
the Two Blues, who raced 
to a 4-0 half time lead. 

Matty Weirs opened 
the scoring in the sixth 
minute, sidefooting home 
after James Fairly sprung 
the home side’s offside 
trap.

Three minutes later the 
lead was doubled when 
Weirs turned provider and 
Wayne Whifield swept 
home the visitors’ sec-
ond. 

A Craig Gott penalty 
effectively put the game 
out of Crook’s reach after 
just 20 minutes. 

But the relentless Two 
Blues were far from fin-
ished and Louis Johnson 
put the cap on the first 
half with a deft chip to 
make it 4-0 at the break. 

TWO BLUES CRUSH CROOK

Wayne Whitfield celebrates after scoring the second in Bishops’  
7-1 rout of Crook Town in midweek. Photo: Joe Gorman.

A half-time delay due 
to the electric display off 
the field allowed Crook 
to regroup and the Black 
and Ambers pulled a goal 
back in the 52nd min-
ute after some sloppy 
defending. 

The hosts may have 
felt they had prevented 
further damage by the 
time the final 10 minutes 
approached, but Ronan 
Makepeace found himself 
picking the ball out of the 
back of his net a further 
three times before the 
referee brought the home 
side’s misery to an end. 

Johnson notched his 
double in the 82nd and 
two injury time goals 
from Dale Milburn com-
pleted the rout. 

Bishops have now won 
their last five league 
games and have scored 
a remarkable 31 goals in 
their opening nine games 
of the season. 

This Saturday, the Two 
Blues visit newly pro-
moted Tow Law before 
hosting Newcastle Ben-
field the following week-
end.


