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BISHOP BARRINGTON 
school has welcomed 
back a former pupil who 
went on to advise three 
American presidents and 
serve as a US national 
security council director.

Dr Fiona Hill, who 
attended Bishop Barring-
ton Academy in the late 
1970s and early 1980s, 
described her journey 
from Bishop Auckland 
to the White House to 

current pupils and urged 
them to follow their own 
dreams.

The visit was organ-
ised by Durham County 
Council’s international 
team and also saw Dr Hill 

answer pupils’ questions 
during a session led by 
Professor Rob Lynes, 
Associate Pro-Vice-Chan-
cellor (Global) at Durham 

Dr Fiona Hill gave a talk to Bishop Barrington students, encouraging them to follow their dreams. 

FROM BISHOP TO THE WHITE HOUSE

A NEW exhibition at 
Bishop Auckland’s Min-
ing Art Gallery celebrates 
the return of the  Durham 
Miners’ Gala.

Unity is Strength: Dur-
ham Miners’ Gala, brings 
together mining art from 
lenders across the North 
East with pieces from the 
Gallery’s renowned Gem-
ini Collection, including 
works by artists such as 
Tom McGuinness, Nor-
man Cornish and David 
Venables.

The exhibition captures 
the community spirit, 
pride, solidarity and iden-
tity which has been cel-
ebrated through the big-
gest annual event in the 
labour and trade union 
movement calendar, also 
known as the Big Meet-
ing, since its inaugural 
gathering was hosted in 
Wharton Park in 1871.

It includes the earli-
est known image of the 
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would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
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DATED: 2nd July 2022

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council proposes to make an Order under the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit all 
vehicular traffic from proceeding on 90 metres of High Town, 
Westgate, Bishop Auckland, approximately 275 metres north west 
of Front Street to enable sewer repair works to be undertaken. 
Alternative route from the south side of the closure, west on the 
A689, then north west on Well Bank, then north west towards 
Rookhope, and south on Scutterhill Bank, and vice versa. The 
maximum duration of the Order is 18 months. The proposed 
works are to commence on 19/7/22 from 8am and are anticipated 
to be completed in 4 days. On occasions, alternative dates for 
closure may be necessary and these will be signed accordingly. 

HIGH TOWN, WESTGATE, BISHOP AUCKLAND 
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2022 

DATED: 2nd July 2022

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council proposes to make an Order under the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit 
all vehicular traffic from proceeding on 1. a 30 metre length of 
Princes Street that extends westwards from A689 Princes Street 
Roundabout  2. a 40 metre length that extends eastwards between 
Bob Hardisty Drive and Newgate Street, Bishop Auckland to 
enable roundabout resurfacing works to be undertaken.  An 
alternative route will be available to vehicular traffic from the 
eastern side of the closures from 1. Princes Street Roundabout 
north westerly on A689 then westerly and southerly on West Road 
and Etherley Lane; 2. Southerly on Newgate Street then westerly 
and northerly on Bob Hardisty Drive; to the western side of the 
closure, and vice versa. The maximum duration of the Order is 
18 months.  The proposed works are to commence from 7pm 
on Sunday 24/7/2022 and are anticipated to be completed in 6 
nights between 7pm and 6am per night.  On occasions, alternative 
dates for closure may be necessary and these will be signed 
accordingly. 

PRINCES STREET, BISHOP AUCKLAND 
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2022 

from D Relief got to us 
and took over.”

Talking about the expe-
rience, PCSO Tibbott, 
who works in the Bishop 
Auckland Neighbourhood 
Policing Team, added: “It 
was a bit of a baptism 
of fire and not exactly 
how I thought a trip to 
the shops would end, 
but it was an automatic 
response and just some-
thing I knew I had to help 
with.”

Following the incident, 
a man in his 30s was 

arrested on suspicion 
of theft and affray and 
taken to Durham Custody 
where he remains today.

Bishop Auckland NPT 
Sergeant, Victoria Ord, 
praised the new recruit 
for his actions.

She said: “This is a great 
example of police instinct 
and great to see Chris put 
his to good use so early 
on in his career with us, 
assisting retail staff and 
colleagues in the Durham 
area who were on hand to 
arrest the suspect.”

DESPITE BEING a new 
member of the team, 
PCSO Chris Tibbott 
leapt into action to help 
remand a suspected thief 
outside the Lidl store in 
Durham on Monday 13 
June.

Leaving his girlfriend 
and his own weekly shop 
in the car, the 25-year-
old quickly established 
what was going on when 
staff grappled with a sus-
pect who had allegedly 
refused to give back two 
bottles of whiskey taken 
from the store.

The suspect then tried 
to assault staff with a 
crutch he was using for a 
broken leg.

“We were on our way 

home from doing our 
shopping and waiting at 
the lights when I looked 
over and saw a commo-
tion,” said PCSO Tibbott. 

“At first I thought it was 
just kids play fighting but 
as soon as I realised it 
was a suspected theft, I 
pulled over and jumped 
out to see if I could help.

“The staff had managed 
to take the crutch off the 
man who had been using 
it to lash out at them and 
were rolling around on 
the floor so I managed 
to restrain him and also 
fend off a woman he was 
with who was screaming 
at us all too.

“Thankfully it wasn’t too 
long before colleagues 

PCSO GOES THE EXTRA ‘LIDL’ MILE
PCSO Chris Tibbott works as part of the Bishop Auckland Neighbourhood Policing Team.
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great supporter of County 
Durham’s shortlisted bid 
to be UK City of Culture 
2025.

She is passionate 
about raising aspirations 
among young people, cre-
ating opportunities, and 
shining a light on County 
Durham and the wider 
region.

Dr Hill, now a senior fel-
low at the Centre on the 
United States and Europe 
in the Foreign Policy pro-
gramme at the Brookings 
Institution in Washington 
DC, said: “I am genuinely 
excited not just to be 
back in Bishop Auckland 
but visiting Bishop Bar-
rington school. 

“It is fantastic to see 
how much it has been 
transformed since I 
attended, and to meet 
with pupils who are start-
ing out on the rest of their 
lives. 

“I’m thrilled and 
delighted that this has 
been possible, and I hope 
my visit has given some 
of the pupils a bit of inspi-
ration and some ideas of 
what they would like to 
achieve.”

Grant Sowerby, Head-
teacher at Bishop Bar-
rington Academy, said: “It 
has been a real pleasure 
to welcome Dr Hill into 
school. 

“Dr Hill’s career shows 
that there are no limits on 
what students at Bishop 
Barrington Academy 
can achieve; her journey 
embodies the Academy 
mantra of ‘Opening Doors 
to the Future’. 

“Today’s talk will 
undoubtedly inspire stu-
dents to aim high and 
work hard to achieve their 
goals.”

Cllr Elizabeth Scott, 
Durham County Coun-
cil’s Cabinet member 
for economy and part-
nerships, said: “We were 
absolutely delighted to 
welcome Dr Hill back to 
Bishop Barrington Acad-
emy to share incredible 
stories of her fascinating 
career with students. 

“Her talk was truly inspi-
rational, and I’m sure Dr 
Hill’s story will stay with 
pupils and encourage 
them to believe in them-
selves and work hard 
towards their dreams.”

University.
The children heard how 

during her career in the 
US, Dr Hill was a secu-
rity advisor to George W 
Bush, Barack Obama and 
Donald Trump, sharing 
her expertise in Russian 
and European affairs.

She rose to interna-
tional prominence in 2019 
as a witness in Donald 
Trump’s impeachment 
trial, with her comments 
about how her back-
ground and accent had 
held her back in the UK 
in the 1980s resonating 
with many in the region.

Last year, Dr Hill pub-
lished a memoir, There is 
Nothing for You Here: Find-
ing Opportunity in the 21st 
Century, a title inspired 
by her father’s words 
when he encouraged her 
to leave the North East if 
she wanted a successful 
career.

Dr Hill, who has 
acknowledged that great 
progress has been made 
since the 1980s, was a 

FROM BISHOP TO THE WHITE HOUSE
Dr Fiona Hill, who is an expert on Russia, has been a security advisor to three US presidents. 

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING GUTTER 

CLEANING
Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned

No Ladders Used
Soffits, fascias & 

conservatories cleaned
Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

FROM PAGE 1

07518 117 486
07825 345 427

General cleaning,
One-off cleans,
Letting cleans

No Job Too Big  
or Too Small

Little Linda & Little Kev

The Cleaners

Family run business

THIS WEEK, John Purdy 
details the benefits of 
switching to electric vehi-
cles:

In summer 2015, we 
arrived from Ireland and 
purchased a Renault Zoe, 
a 22kW electric car. 

It came with a free 
home charger which is 
now attached to the wall 
in the church carpark and 
available to anyone via 
the co-charger app.

Initially, we thought that 
the range at the time, (100 
miles in summer and as 
low as 70 in winter) would 
get us around locally. 

We expected to hire a 
petrol car to travel fur-
ther afield and certainly 
if going to Scotland or 
Ireland. 

This never happened as 
we have always been able 
to charge the car.

We have driven the car 
over 46,000 miles, and 
it would have been well 
over 50,000 if not for vari-
ous lockdowns caused by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

We have taken the car to 
Chester, Edinburgh and 
Loughborough for week-
end breaks.

We’ve also travelled the 
Wild Atlantic Way up the 
remote west coast of Ire-
land without ever having 

COMBAT CLIMATE 
CHANGE WITH JOHN

Electric car charging up at a charging point.

to be towed for lack of 
charge. 

Best of all the fuel cost 
for 46,000 miles has been 
around £500 because 
for years, most charging 
stations were free, and 
many still are – thank you 
Tesco!

With the electric car has 
come a greater aware-
ness of energy use and 
efficiency. 

All cars take more 
energy to go up the dale 
to Alston, but our EV 
gains many miles back in 
regeneration as we come 
back down from the top 
of the Pennines.

In braking, the car’s 
kinetic energy is con-
verted back into electri-
cal energy for the battery 
rather than whenever you 
put on the brakes in a pet-
rol car where the energy 
is converted to sound, 
squealing brakes, and 
heat as the brake pads 
heat up. 

When decelerating, the 
extra energy created by 
the momentum of the car 
is converted back into 
battery energy for you 
to use later going up the 
next hill.

Next time we will be 
focusing on sourcing 
food sustainably.

DATED: 2nd July 2022

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council proposes to make an Order under the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit all 
vehicular traffic from proceeding on 40 metres of Bridge Street, 
Bishop Auckland to enable sewer repair works to be undertaken. 
Alternative route via Lower Bridge Street and Newton Cap Bank. 
The maximum duration of the Order is 18 months. The proposed 
works are to commence on 18/7/22 from 8am and are anticipated 
to be completed in 10 days. On occasions, alternative dates for 
closure may be necessary and these will be signed accordingly. 

BRIDGE STREET, BISHOP AUCKLAND 
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2022 
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Unrepairable LED TVs. 40” 
and over £20. Also 32” £10. No 
cracked screens. Tel Billy on 
07958 410658

AFTER A successful per-
formance by Ensemble 
Hesperi, the next Bishop 
Auckland Music Society 
concert will take place on 
Friday 15 July at 7.30pm.

Alexander Soares will 
play a European Odyssey 
on piano.

The concert will be held 
at Bishop Auckland Meth-
odist Church on Cockton 

NEXT CONCERT BY BAMS
Alexander Soares will play a European Odyssey.

Hill Road.
Alexander Soares has 

been praised for his 
performances that are 
‘brilliantly unbuttoned’ 
(Sunday Times), playing 
with ‘huge intensity’ (Tel-
egraph) as well as ‘dia-
mond clarity and author-
ity’ (BBC Radio 3).

His concert for BAMS 
includes pieces by Schu-
bert, Beethoven, Chopin 
and Albeniz.

Tickets in advance are 
£14 from Brothertons 
Music Shop and BAMS 
Treasurer 074150 92040.

Tickets are £16 on the 
door.

CAR SALES & VEHICLE SERVICES

QUALITY USED CARS
Finance arranged | Comprehensive Warranties

AA Breakdown Cover 
All vehicles sold with fresh Service & MOT

SERVICES FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS
MOT Testing Class 4, 5 & 7

Vehicle Diagnostics | Brakes | Clutches
Timing Belts | Van Hire | Courtesy Cars

Local Collection & Drop-off

St Helen Auckland, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT 
Main                      Sales

01388 605080 | 07582 570308
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

We cater for HGV & PSV Operators
Inspections | Tachographs | Break Testing

Wanted

have been brought 
together in Unity is 
Strength document the 
course of the day, cap-
turing the spirit of the Big 
Meeting and demonstrat-
ing its significance for 
the people of County Dur-
ham and the wider mining 
communities across the 
region.”

During its proud his-
tory, the Big Meeting 
has grown and evolved 
to include political 
speeches, an iconic 
procession of banners 
through the streets of 
Durham, and the Miners’ 
Festival Service at Dur-
ham Cathedral. 

The Gala continues to 
be a colourful, joyful and 
emotive celebration of 
County Durham’s mining 
communities and has 
become more popular 
than ever.

The past two years have 
seen the Gala cancelled 
due to Covid-19 restric-
tions.

Durham Miners’ Asso-
ciation, announced that 

this year’s July 9 event 
will be dedicated to all 
the key workers who kept 
society functioning dur-
ing the pandemic.

Ross Forbes, director 
of the Durham Miners’ 
Association said: “The 
Durham Miners’ Gala is 
the largest event of its 
kind in the world. 

“On the second Satur-
day in July, tens of thou-
sands of people take their 
banners and bands to the 
streets. They celebrate 
the strength of com-
munity and unity which 
has bound the people of 
County Durham since the 
Gala was first staged in 
1871.

“It is very fitting that 
the Mining Art Gallery’s 
exhibition shows the 
depth and breadth of 
this unique culture in the 
year the Gala celebrates 
the role of key workers 
through the pandemic.

“The Gala may have 
been paused for two 
years but it will be back 
stronger than ever on 
July 9.  

“It is an annual reminder 
of the resilience and dig-
nity of working people 
who cherish their collec-
tive values in the most 
spectacular way.”

Unity is Strength: Dur-
ham Miners’ Gala is now 
open at the Mining Art 
Gallery and will run until 
the end of 2022.

Durham Miners’ Gala, 
Racecourse at Durham 
(around 1880), by an 
unknown artist. 

Other notable works in 
the exhibition include Big 
Meeting by Norman Cor-
nish (1942); The Years of 
Victory (1947), by John 
Bird; and Durham Big 
Meeting (1968) by Tom 
McGuinness.

Anne Sutherland, 
assistant curator at The 
Auckland Project, which 
operates the Mining 
Art Gallery, said: “The 
Durham Miners’ Gala 
remains an important 
reminder of the proud 
mining communities of 
the North East and we are 
honoured that the Mining 
Art Gallery can play a part 
in marking its return.

“Mining artists used art 
as a means of expression 
and communication, as 
well as a social documen-
tation and record of the 
day itself. 

“The artworks which 

DURHAM MINERS’ GALA CELEBRATED 
AT THE AUCKLAND PROJECT

Big Meeting (Tom McGuinness, 1968).

FROM PAGE 1

A. Francis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting 

- Electrical Installation, 
NAPIT Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

145 Newgate Street 
01388 607140

CCaarr  --  HHoommee  --  TTrraavveell  --  
CCaarraavvaann  --  BBuuyy  ttoo  LLeett//

VVaaccaanntt  PPrrooppeerrttyy  --  
CCoommmmeerrcciiaall  PPrrooppeerrttyy//

LLiiaabbiilliittyy

Best Broker in Bishop Auckland

Tel or call in store for 
a no obligation quote

Portwood Insurance
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ordered from the local tea 
room located in the build-
ing. 

“All rooms also have 
access to Wi-Fi. 

“Our room hire varies 
from £14.50 to £20.50 per 
hour depending on the 
size of the room.

“We have rooms that 
can be used for one 
to one meetings up to 
rooms that can accom-
modate 50 people. 

“We are the home to the 
Princes Trust, Time For 
You Tearoom, Citizens 
Advice Bureau and NHS 
Speech Language Ther-
apy.

A wide range of events 
and activities also take 
place.

Time 4 Toddlers is on 
every Friday from 9.30am 
to 12.30pm, excluding 
school holidays and bank 
holidays.

A Breastfeeding Sup-
port Group is on every 
Thursday from 9.30am to 
11.30am, excluding bank 
holidays and volunteer’s 
holidays.

BAASS Group (Bishop 
Auckland Alcohol Sup-
port Services) takes 
place every Monday from 
10am to 12 noon, exclud-
ing bank holidays.

Memory Club Group, for 
those in the community 
who suffer with Alzheim-
er’s and dementia, is on 
every other Tuesday. 

Knitting Club Group is 
on every two weeks on a 
Friday from 10am to 12 
noon, excluding bank hol-
idays.

Four Clocks Friday Club 
is currently on every 
Friday from 12.45pm to 
3.45pm, also excluding 
bank holidays. 

This project is aimed 
at people who may need 
company to help combat 
loneliness and isolation. 

“Come along and enjoy 
a range of activities 
and enjoy the food and 
refreshments. The club 
also has trips out to var-
ious places such as the 
seaside or garden cen-
tres.”

Cultivate 4 Life is a pro-
ject aimed at supporting 
young people and adults 
of Bishop Auckland 
and surrounding areas, 
with their current cir-
cumstances and needs, 
providing a holistic hor-
ticultural working envi-
ronment and one to one 
support. Together they 
aid the community they 
are a part of.

Rail Heritage Project 
is a permanent display 
of the 100-year-old NUR 
banner and many photo-
graphs from the railway 
history of Bishop Auck-
land.

Bishop Auckland Fam-
ily Contact Centre is 
another established and 
successful project where 
volunteers, together with 
a co-ordinator, provide a 
secure, safe and neutral 
environment for contact, 
so estranged parents 
and/or grandparents 
have the opportunity to 
meet their children on a 
regular basis.

THE FOUR Clocks Centre 
is a welcoming advice 
and community resource 
centre that holds regular 
events.

The Trustees of the 
charity welcome new vol-
unteers to be members 
and/or Trustees of the 
Partnership. They meet 
on the first Wednesday of 
the month at 10am. 

A spokesperson said, 
“Volunteers are welcome 
for any of the projects.

“We are centrally placed 
on Newgate Street in 
Bishop Auckland and our 
ornate four-faced clock 
tower can be seen across 
the town. 

“The Bishop Auckland 
Community Partnership, 
formed in 1997, is a reg-
istered charity and has 
many projects under its 
umbrella that are bene-
ficial to local people and 
visitors to the town.

“All of our projects are 
funded and non-profit 
making, produced by part 
time staff and volunteers.

“The Four Clocks Centre 
is the main project where 
we facilitate meeting 
rooms for many organi-
sations. 

“We have a multitude of 
rooms available that are 
able to suit a variety of 
needs. 

“Extras are also availa-
ble for hire including hot 
water boilers, flip charts, 
projector etc. 

“Refreshments, meals 
and buffets can be 
arranged if required.

“They can be pre- 

WHAT’S ON AT THE FOUR CLOCKS?
The Four Clocks Centre in Bishop Auckland hosts a wide range of activities.

Divorce, Separation 
& Children

Criminal, Road Traffic &
Military Law

Residential Conveyancing

Wills, Probate & 
Power of Attorney

Mental Health

Civil Litigation &
Personal Injury

Employment &
Settlement Agreements

Commercial

meikles
solicitors

Meikles Solicitors
www.meikles-solicitors.co.uk

Spennymoor: 01388 814336

Bishop Auckland: 01388 451122

Ferryhill: 01740 652811

Sedgefield: 01740 620255

Barnard Castle: 01833 690505

 01325 345848Darlington:

THE OWNERS of Hillside 
Cottage at Low Etherley, 
Bishop Auckland will be 
opening their private gar-
den to the public Sunday, 
10 July from 1.30pm  5pm 
to raise funds for a local 
cancer charity.

The large island beds, 
featuring conifers, heath-
ers and perennials, are 
bordered by grass paths 
with views over Weardale. 

Interesting shrubs 
abound and two ponds 

BISHOP AUCKLAND GARDEN 
OPENS FOR MARIE CURIE

A glimpse of the stunning half-acre garden at Hillside Cottage.

and naturally-managed 
areas are a haven for 
wildlife. 

This half acre garden is  
a garden for all seasons.

There will be various 
stalls to peruse  and tea 
and cakes to tempt the 
palate will be available to 
buy. Entry is £5 for adults 
and £1 for children.

All monies raised will 
go towards providing end 
of life care in the Bishop 
Auckland area.

 

Deliverers Wanted
Interested in a paper round? 
Contact Jeff on 07909 992731
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Self Employed?
I can complete your...

Financial Accounts
Tax Return
VAT Return
Payroll

Contact Sarah Riley 
on 07922 692989 or email 

sarah@rileyaccountancy.co.uk 
For pricing and packages, check 

www.rileyaccountancy.co.uk

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660 
www.cwbooth.co.uk

Crime and Road Traffic Offences
Matrimonial  |  Children  |  Family

Personal Injury Claims
Wills & Probate  |  Conveyancing

Lasting Powers of Attorney

JAMIE IAN Marshall of 
Bishop Auckland has 
been sentenced to 18 
years in prison after 
being found guilty of sep-
arately stabbing one vic-
tim and raping another.

“I didn’t used to get on 
with the police but that 
night they saved my life 
– it’s definitely changed 
the way I think about 
them,” said the stabbing 
victim who was attacked 
in the early hours of 
March 27, 2020.

First on scene were 
PCs Gareth Irvine, Steve 
Graham, Matt Gumby 
and Abbie Dixon who 
leapt into action to per-
suade the victim to lie 
down before physically 
clamping his Carotid 
Artery to stem the bleed-
ing – a manoeuvre which 
saved his life.

PC Dixon, who was 
fresh out of her training 
at the time, said: “It was 
my first really severe job 
but instinct just kicked 
in and we all tried to 
keep everyone calm and 
deal with the situation as 
best we could while we 
waited for paramedics to 
arrive.”

BISHOP MAN GETS 18 YEARS
Jamie Ian Marshall received and 18-year sentence for his crimes.

Marshall, of Edward 
Street, was charged with 
attempted murder but 
cleared by a jury and 
instead found guilty of 
wounding causing griev-
ous bodily harm at New-
castle Crown Court in 
January.

Whilst remanded in cus-
tody, the 42-year-old also 
went on trial at Durham 
Crown Court last month 
after being charged with 
the rape of a teenage girl 
last November.

He was found guilty 
of that crime too, as the 
court heard how he left 
his young victim with 
flashbacks and sleep-
less nights following the 
attack.

Marshall appeared at 
Newcastle Crown Court 
on June 20 to be sen-
tenced.

Handing him an 18-year 
prison sentence, the 
judge told Marshall he 
posed a “significant risk 
to members of the pub-
lic” and also made him 
subject to a five-year 
extended licence period 
as well as placing him on 
the Sex Offenders’ Regis-
ter for life.

drama transferred to the 
north east.

At Redhills, Paul met 
with Heather Ward, brass 
projects officer and Ross 
Forbes, programme 
director for Durham Min-
ers Association before 
meeting Peter Lawson of 
Easington Colliery Band 
to discover more about 
the lives of the people of 
the Durham Coalfield.

Paul trained as a jour-
nalist in Sheffield where 
he still lives. 

As a critic, he worked 
for the Guardian, Front 
Row and New Statesman. 
He has also presented 
the BBC Radio 4 arts 
programme Kaleidoscope 
and BBC Radio 3’s Night-
waves and his plays have 
been produced on radio 
and theatres across the 
country.

Paul said: “Where I was 
born, in East Kent, ‘the 
north’ began somewhere 
around Luton and car-
ried on until it turned into 
Scotland. 

“Fortunately, I moved to 
Yorkshire when I got a job 
on a Sheffield daily paper 
and a wife and I learned 
different.

“Fifty years on I’m still 
learning, and going to 
Redhills in Durham and 
Easington Colliery is part 
of that, because nothing 
is more different than the 
people I write about in 
Brassed Off. 

“It’s a lesson I learned 
from the likes of singer/
songwriter Alex Glasgow 
from Gateshead and play-

wright Alan Plater, born in 
Jarrow, though he lived 
most of his life in Hull. 

Their Close the 
Coalhouse Door intro-
duced me to ‘pitmen’. In 
South Yorkshire, we usu-
ally say ‘miners’.

“As a writer, I’m con-
stantly learning, but one 
lesson I’ve definitely 
absorbed is that County 
Durham is special.”

Based on the film, 
which starred Ewan 
McGregor, Tara Fitzger-
ald and Stephen Tomp-
kinson, Brassed Off fol-
lows a colliery band’s 
success at a time when 
the miners face redun-
dancy.

Inspired by the real-
life story of Grimetho-
rpe Colliery Band, Paul’s 
latest adaptation will 
be migrated to County 
Durham and will tell the 
story of Danny, as he 
leads his local colliery 
band to the National 
Brass Band Competition 
at the Royal Albert Hall.

Set in 1992, as the pit 
faces closure, the future 
looks bleak as the town 
is thrown into conflict. 

When flugelhorn player 
Gloria arrives, she brings 
with her a renewed 
sense of hope and a 
touch of romance, but 
no-one knows who she’s 
really playing for.

Directed by Conrad Nel-
son, the new adaptation 
of Brassed Off runs at 
Gala Durham from Tues-
day 6 to Saturday 24 
September.

A RESPECTED theatre 
writer has been explor-
ing the mining heritage 
of County Durham as he 
prepares to bring a clas-
sic British film to a north 
east stage.

Former journalist, critic 
and BBC Radio 4 pre-
senter Paul Allen’s visit to 
the county will influence 
the writing of his produc-
tion, Brassed Off. 

The comedy-drama, 
which will be produced 
and performed at Gala 
Durham in a bespoke 
adaptation for the Dur-
ham County Council-run 
venue.

Paul’s original theatre 
adaptation from screen-
writer Mark Herman’s 
1996 film received glow-
ing reviews for its runs at 
London’s National Thea-
tre and countrywide tour. 

He travelled to Redhills, 
Durham Miners Hall in 
Durham City and Easing-
ton Colliery to learn about 
County Durham’s herit-
age and dialect as part of 
his latest project, which 
sees the Yorkshire-based 

PLAYWRIGHT ADAPTS FAMED 
PRODUCTION FOR COUNTY DURHAM

Paul Allen at Redhills as he researches his new adaptation of Brassed Off for a County Durham audience.
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Mawson aged 14 and Fin-
ley Hall aged 13 to repre-
sent the club. 

Mark said: “When I 
asked Gerry if he would 
play, I told him that this 
team aren’t just going 
there for the experience 
and the day out, we are 
going there to win.

“Once the news came 
through on late Saturday 
evening, I couldn’t hide 
my sheer delight, nor 
could the rest of the team 
and supporters at BAGC.

“The icing on the cake 
was Ben Mawson win-
ning the prize for the best 
individual score of the 
day. He also made his 
debut this year for our 
men’s team, who are the 
defending champions in 
the first division of the 
Teesside Union. 

“Ben joins Cameron 
Hamilton, who made his 

debut aged 16 in 2020 
and Callum Brown who 
made his debut aged 14 
in 2021, both of whom 
remain members of the 
current squad.

“This is the sixth time 
we’ve won this title and 
the third time in the last 11 
years. As Team Manager 
of my hometown club, I 
couldn’t be prouder of the 
team, after such a mag-
nificent achievement.

“We certainly believe 
in advancing and pro-
moting youth at BAGC 
and are blessed with a 
very hard-working junior 
setup within the club. 

“We are always looking 
for ways to include youth 
as we compete and aim 
for success in compe-
titions throughout the 
county and country, as 
we have done over the 
years. Well done team.”

ON SATURDAY 4 June, 
Durham County Golf 
Union hosted the annual 
Teams Handicap Cham-
pionship at Ravensworth 
Golf Club. 

The event, first played in 
1960, requires each club 
to enter a team of four 
players who each have 
a Handicap Index of 5.5 
to 18.4. The three best 
net scores from each 
team are combined and 
the club with the lowest 
aggregate total wins the 
title.

This year, Bishop Auck-
land Golf Club focused on 
the promising junior sec-
tion when selecting their 
team. 

Along with former Club 
Captain and Team Man-
ager Gerry Johnson, cur-
rent Team Manager, Mark 
Walker selected Cameron 
Hamilton aged 18, Ben 

SUCCESS CONTINUES FOR GOLF CLUB
Bishop Auckland Golf Club triumph at the Teams Handicap Championship.

COMTEK HAS signed 
a last-minute one year 
agreement to be the kit 
sponsor of Bishop Auck-
land FC. 

The agreement is worth 
five figures, and includes 
both the home and away 
kits for the forthcoming 
season.

The Bishops new 
Home and Away kits, 
both of which feature a 
new design provided by 
current teamwear man-
ufactures O’Neills, was 
unveiled at a launch event 
on Saturday 25 June.

Richard Cooke, owner 
and CEO of Comtek and 
long-standing direc-
tor of the football club 
said, ““Bishop Auckland 
Football Club have really 
struggled with spon-
sorship in the past few 
seasons and it broke my 
heart to see the Bishops 
looking at starting this 
season without a main 
shirt sponsor.

“I feel strongly that a 
club like Bishop Auckland 
deserves more invest-
ment. I am hoping my 

COMTEK SPONSOR BISHOP FC
Comtek are Bishop Auckland FC official 2022/23 season kit sponsor.

investment encourages 
more local businesses to 
get involved as ultimately 
it will enhance the wellbe-
ing of the town.”

Kevin Bowker commer-
cial manager for the club 
said: “We have to give a 
huge thank you to Rich-
ard and Comtek for com-
ing in and sponsoring 
both the home and away 
shirt for the new season.”

“It’s been very difficult 
obtaining sponsors for 
the new season but we 
keep working on vari-
ous initiatives and we’re 
looking forward to seeing 
some fruitful results.”

First team manger, 
Chris Hardy said: “Going 
into the new season 
I’m hopeful that we can 
restore the standards 
that were once set by the 
famous Two Blues shirt 
and create a real sense of 
pride.”

“Huge thanks to Richard 
for his continued support 
for BAFC and hopefully 
a successful season will 
give Comtek some wel-
comed exposure.”


