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COUNTY
DURHAM IS CITY
OF CULTURE
2025 FINALIST

COUNTY DURHAM is
a step closer to being
named UK City of Culture
2025.

Last Friday the Depart-
ment for Digital, Cul-
ture, Media and Sport
announced that County
Durham was one of just
four locations shortlisted
for the prestigious title
out of twenty that origi-
nally applied.

The other three areas
shortlisted are Bradford,
Southampton and Wrex-
ham Borough.

The social and eco-
nomic impact of securing
UK City of Culture 2025
cannot be overestimated,
not only for Durham as
a whole, but for Bishop
Auckland in particular
with Kynren being at the
forefront of the bid.

As well as creating thou-
sands of jobs and boost-
ing the county's creative
and visitor economies by
millions of pounds, City
of Culture status would
empower residents and
help to improve commu-
nity wellbeing.

Bid organisers calcu-
late that the benefits
would spread beyond
County Durham to the
wider region and act as
a catalyst for further

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Jonathan Ruffer is now ‘mulling over’ the future funding of The Auckland Project.

FUTURE OF BISHOP AUCKLAND
REGENERATION PUT INTO DOUBT

A HIGH-PROFILE row with
Durham County Council
has left philanthropist
and founder of The Auck-
land Project and Kynren,
Jonathan Ruffer “angry
and frustrated”.

Since Mr Ruffer arrived

in Bishop Auckland back
in 2012, he has invested
the equivalent of £50,000
a day into the town.
However, he is now
‘mulling over’ the future
funding of The Auckland
Project (TAP) and his

other regeneration pro-
jects.

Following several meet-
ings and discussions, Mr
Ruffer accused Durham
County Council of failing
to collaborate with stake-
holders in spending the

£53m allocated to Bishop
Auckland from the Gov-
ernment’s special Level-
ling Up Funds.

In a letter sent to the
Levelling Up Minister,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you
would like us to cover, we
would love to hear from you.
We are especially
interested in good
news, be it personal
achievements, local
fundraising, community
service or any other
positive stories. Call us on
01388 775896 or email
bishop@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Bishop Press cannot be
held responsible for
advertisers offering
goods or services.

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to
part with any money

until an order has been
completed to your

full satisfaction.

All information is correct,
to the best of our
knowledge, at the time of
printing.

Bishop Press
accepts articles in
good faith and takes
no responsibility for
errors and/or omissions.

Support your local
community newspaper
by mentioning the
Bishop Press
when contacting
advertisers.

The scheme is supported by Spennymoor and Bishop Auckland & Shildon Area Action Partnerships, elected members from Bishop Auckland,
Shildon and Spennymoor and Community Led Local Development.

NEW SCHEME AIMS TO SUPPORT BUSINESSES
TO BOUNCE BACK FOLLOWING PANDEMIC

A BRAND-NEW scheme
is underway in Bishop
Auckland, Shildon and
Spennymoor, aimed at
supporting  businesses
bounce back from the
effects of the pandemic.

The Pandemic Business
Recovery Grant, man-
aged by South Durham
Enterprise Agency and
supported by the Local
Area Action Partnerships
and Elected Members,
gives businesses the
chance to apply for 60%
grant to fund their pro-
ject.

This project is funded
through South Durham
Community Led Local
Development Programme
as part of the European
Structural and Invest-
ment Funds Growth Pro-
gramme 2014-2020.

The pandemic is con-
tinuing to have wide
reaching implications
on communities, giving
businesses unique chal-
lenges around accessing
markets, keeping staff
and customers safe, or
responding to new and
emerging trends in con-

Classifieds

Line ads and personal notices ...

Unrepairable flat screen TVs
wanted. Any 32" £10; 40"
and above £20 (unless very
old then it's £10). No cracked
screens. Call Billy: 07958
410658.

Household Furniture bought.
Traditional ~or  modern.
Tel Ryan on 07860 560295.

sumer behaviour.

The grant, which can
fund new equipment,
tools, machinery, capital
works and consultancy
projects, is designed to
help businesses deal with
these new challenges.

Giving them the tools,
they need to create
stronger businesses in
the local area.

Sarah  Merryweather,
Grant Advisor working
on the project said: “The
interest generated to date
has been overwhelming.

“Businesses quite
clearly need support to
cope with a world that's
changed rapidly over the
last two years.

“The grant is a brilliant
way for businesses to
cement their recovery or
grab that new opportu-
nity with both hands.”

Grant advisors from
South Durham Enterprise
Agency are available to
support and guide appli-
cants through the pro-
cess, making the appli-
cation a detailed, but
issue-free process.

People who live in the

DIAL - & - CAB
Dial-A-Cab require
private hire / hackney
taxi drivers

A Durham County Council
badge is preferable, but
not necessary as help to

obtain this is available for

the right candidate

Part time / full time
positions available

£10 per hour / paid weekly
Contact Jason
07885 770085

communities mentioned
can also take advantage
of aunique start up grant,
aimed at helping them
get their new business
idea off the ground.

Ms Merryweather
added: “Despite the diffi-
cult time we've all expe-
rienced, there are new
opportunities out there
and we've been really
pleased with the number
of people thinking about
taking on new business
challenge.

“Starting up a new busi-
ness is never easy, and
the offer of grant support

PASS +

DRIVING SCHOOL
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HIGH PASS RATE

** SPECIAL OFFER **
4 LESSONS ONLY £40

CALL IAN ON
07989 802481

Residential Conveyancing

Wills, Probate &
Power of Attorney

Mental Health

Civil Litigation &
Personal Injury

Employment &
Settlement Agreements

Commercial

melkles

solicitors

Spennymoor: 01388 814336
Bishop Auckland: 01388 451122

Sedgefield: 01740 620255
Barnard Castle: 01833 690505
Darlington: 01325 345848

® Meikles Solicitors
www.meikles-solicitors.co.uk

can make that difference
between getting some-
thing going or leaving a
brilliant idea on the shelf.

The grant and wider
scheme received support
from the Spennymoor and
Bishop Auckland & Shil-
don AAPs, elected mem-
bers from both Bishop
Auckland & Shildon and
Spennymoor and Com-
munity Led Local Devel-
opment.

Businesses or individ-
uals who are interested
should call 01388 776688
or email sarah@the
enterprisegency.co.uk.

facebook.com/
bishoppress

IF Electrical &
Security

20 Years’ Experience, serving
the Bishop Auckland area
Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire
- Smoke Detection - Access
Control - Security Lighting
- Electrical Installation,
NAPIT Approved

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393

ifproducts07@gmail.com

Ferryhill: 01740 652811
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The Stronger Towns Board's proposed eastern access road from the A688 near Coundon.

FUTURE TOWN PLANS IN DOUBT

FROM PAGE 1

Michael Gove, Mr Ruffer
insisted his stance was
not an idle threat and
suggested that some-
times the best way to
help a community was to
“stop helping it".

He wrote: “Durham
County Council is forc-
ing me to a decision
which | never thought |
would face: to suspend
all future payments from
The Auckland Project
until the situation is
resolved.

“If it is not resolved,
then the project will end.

“As a result of my
money, Bishop Auck-
land has been awarded,
exceptionally, no less
than £53m through the
Government’s Future
High Street Fund and the
Stronger Towns Fund.

“Money from the lat-
ter is given to a Town
Board, made up of local
people whose duty is to
represent the town in the
spending of the money on
its behalf.”

Durham County Coun-
cil have said it could not
hand over control of pub-
lic funds to Mr Ruffer but
that they were keen on
“collaborating”  further
with the philanthropist in
the future.

Leader of the county
council, Cllr Amanda
Hopgood, said: “We are
disappointed to hear
that Mr Ruffer is consid-
ering his future and we

know we have an excep-
tional opportunity for
Bishop Auckland and we
have achieved the scale
of investment we have
received so far together.

“We cannot always
comply with specific
demands that are madein
respect of public money.

“We understand that Mr
Ruffer is requesting more
direct control of central
government funding that
is allocated to the county
council for investment in
Bishop Auckland in con-
sultation with communi-
ties.

“We remain keen to
work with Mr Ruffer and
his team, and hope that
we can find a collabora-
tive solution of working
together for the benefit of
our communities.”

However, Mr Ruffer
has accused the county
council of failing to live
up to its words and of
breaking rules about how
decisions on where the
money is spent are taken.

He wrote: “Durham
County Council has taken
it upon itself to make
the executive decisions
on this, and has done so
secretively and with a
high hand notwithstand-
ing clear rules as to where
these responsibilities lie:
with the Town Board and
not with the council.”

Within the £53m invest-
ment around £15.7m
of the money has been
allocated to an east-
ern access road from

the A688 near Coundon
which will take the antici-
pated 1.5m visitors a year
away from the centre of
the town.

Mr Ruffer said: “The
proposed road will take
the gridlock out of Bishop
Auckland town centre
but we have been kept in
the dark about it.

“We were working on it
going from one place and
then we find out after six
months, the council has
been working on it going
from another place.

“It is that attitude that
is not appropriate, par-
ticularly when they talk
of openness and partner-
ship.

“I have no problem
with that, that's exactly
the way the relationship
should work, but now
the council is making it
clear that it will do what
it wants with that money
and not the board, the
board is being squeezed
out.”

Mr Ruffer added: “This
is a sign that is simply to
say what you [the coun-
cil] are doing is not proper
behaviour and when you
return to proper behav-
iour then no-one will be
happier that | to switch
the taps back on.

“I am not turning my
back on the town.

“I'm doing exactly the
reverse.

“l am bringing DCC into
partnership for the bene-
fit of the town.”

Letters, page 5.

Win a giant choloate egg by taking part in the Easter Egg Hunt.

i, N e

TOWN TEAM EASTER
EGGSTRAVAGANZA RETURNS

THE BISHOP Auckland
Town Team's Easter Egg-
stavaganza is back for
2022.

As part of the event you
have a chance of winning
a giant chocolate Easter
Egg by taking part in the
The Easter Egg Hunt.

Simply wander around
the town and find the ten
egg baskets in the shop
windows and write down
the colour of the eggs.

The list of shops are on
the town team website
and on social media.

Once completed bring
your form to the New-
gate Shopping Centre
by no later than 2pm
on Saturday 16th April

and the winners will be
announced just after
2pm.

At 12 noon there will
be some fantastic enter-
tainment from ‘Flash’, so
make sure you don't miss
this great one hour inter-
active family show.

Bishop The Boar and
the Easter Bunny will be
making special guest
appearances, try your
luck on the grand tom-
bola and there's free face
painting for the children,
all happening inside the
Newgate Shopping Cen-
tre from 10am until 2pm.

For more information
visitbishopaucklandtown
team.org

Riley
Accountlancy
Self Employed?

I can complete your...

J Financial Accounts
W Tax Return

J VAT Return

&J Payroll

Contact Sarah Riley
on 07922 692989 or email
sarah@rileyaccountancy.co.uk

For pricing and packages, check
www.rileyaccountancy.co.uk

LITTLE LINDA & LITTLE

THE CLEANE:

General cleaning,
One-off cleans,
Letting cleans
No Job Too Big
or Too Small
Family run business

07518 117 486
07825 345 427

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Crime and Road Traffic Offences
Matrimonial | Children | Family

CWBooth&Co

* SOLICITORS -

Personal Injury Claims
Wills & Probate | Conveyancing
Lasting Powers of Attorney

Tel: 01388 606660

www.cwbooth.co.uk
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Bishop Auckland Town Councillors Michael Siddle, Lesley Zair, Jamie

Blackburn and Sam Zair.

TOWN COUNCIL UKRAINE APPEAL

BISHOP AUCKLAND
Town Council is appeal-
ing for donations of
non-prescription medica-
tion for refugees fleeing
the war in Ukraine.

Town councillors are
appealing for donations
of non-prescription med-
ication, personal hygiene
and baby products.

Cllr Jamie Blackburn,
Deputy Mayor of Bishop
Auckland said: “It's dev-
astating what’s happen-
ing to Ukraine and like
our whole community, we
want to do something to
help.

J. DUNN
HEATING & PLUMBING

BOILER
INSTALLATIONS,
SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered
All plumbing & gas
work carried out

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

“We understand that
they are in need of
non-prescription  medi-
cation and personal care
items to support the ref-
ugees arriving in Poland
and the UK.

“We've set up a drop
off point in our office at
Kingsway and all dona-
tions will be gratefully
received.”

Items can be dropped at
the reception of the Town
Council Offices, 54 King-
sway, Monday to Friday
between 10am — 3pm.

For more information
call 01388 207110.

.

NAILS BY SUZANNE

A new home based
nail salon offering
nail enhancements,
manicure, pedicure
and hard skin removal

Contact Suzanne
on 07966 787202

Search Elegance Nails'on Facebook

dispose of:

Street, Bishop Auckland

SUL.

for objection.

DATED this 26th March 2022

Durham¥
County Council ‘gl

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DISPOSE OF OPEN SPACE

Notice is hereby given that Durham County Council proposes to
grant a grazing licence, a licence for construction access and to

* 25615.05m? or thereabouts of land to the north of Gibson

A plan showing the area concerned may be inspected at the offices
of Corporate Property and Land, County Hall, Durham, DH1

By virtue of Section 123 of the Local Government Act 1972 (as
amended) the County Council is required to give formal notice of
its intention to grant a licence/dispose of Open Space and consider
any objections to the licence/disposal.

Any representations or objections to the licences/disposal should
be made in writing to the Head of Legal and Democratic Services
at the address below or by emailing highways.orders@durham.
gov.uk before the 23rd April 2022 and should state the grounds

Head of Legal & Democratic Services

Helen Lynch

County Hall, Durham DH1 S5UL

Around 140 traders will be part of this year's Bishop Auckland Food Festival.

TRADERS ANNOUNCED FOR
BISHOP AUCKLAND FOOD FESTIVAL

FROM DELICIOUSLY-
decorated donuts to fla-
vourful street food, trad-
ers from County Durham
and beyond are preparing
to show off their speciali-
ties at this year’s Bishop
Auckland Food Festival.

Organisers of the festi-
val, which will be taking
place in Bishop Auckland
Town Centre on Saturday
23 and Sunday 24 April,
have now announced
the extensive list of food
retailers attending over
the weekend.

Around 140 traders
are looking forward to
joining the festival, with
many tasty new delights
from businesses who are
appearing for the first
time and traders local to
the county.

Visitors can look for-
ward to tasting a variety
of street food dishes,
from Cuban, Armenian
and Lebanese delicacies,
to burgers, loaded fries
and, for a different take
on a traditional favourite,
Yorkshire pudding wraps.

For a sweet treat, food-
ies can explore an assort-
ment of expertly crafted
desserts, from cakes
and brownies, donuts
to churros, crepes and
more.

There will also be
options for four-leg-
ged festivalgoers with
pupcakes, woofins, and
handmade dog biscuits
available to buy.

For the full list of trad-
ers visit the festival web-
site at bishopauckland
foodfestival.co.uk.

GAROLLA

GOTTA GET A GAROLLA

CALL US TODAY
01388 615 027
MOBILE
07537149128
www.garolla.co.uk
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£500 grants are available for Jubilee events from believe housing.

GRANTS FOR JUBILEE EVENTS

COMMUNITY GROUPS
wanting to get people
together to celebrate the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
could receive hundreds
of pounds towards their
event from believe hous-

ing.

The County Dur-
ham-based housing
association is inviting
not-for-profit  organisa-
tions and community

groups to apply for grants

THE

of up to £500 to host a
one-off Jubilee event or
activity.

Damian Pearson, Com-
munity Investment Per-
formance Team Leader
for believe housing, said:
“If your organisation
wants to bring people
together to celebrate the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
in June but needs helping
funding it, we would love
to hear from you.”

-

“believe housing could
help towards costs such
as equipment, venue hire,
food or entertainment
through our community
grant scheme, which is
there to support projects
that make a real differ-
ence to people’s lives and
wellbeing.”

Applications can be
done online at www.
believehousing.co.uk or
call 0300 1311 999.

1 Gordon Lane, Ramshaw, DL14 ONS

Opening on Saturday 26th March from 6pm

pm and 7pm

AFTER BEING CLOSED FOR NEARLY 2 YEARS, HAILEY AND
GEORGE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE OPENING OF
THEIR COMPLETELY REFURBISHED WINE BAR AND BISTRO

LEtte rS to the Editor...

Email: bishop@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Bishop Press, 3-4 First Floor Offices,
Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.

All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name,
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

Disaster for Bishop Auckland

| write in response to the article on your website regarding
the possible withdrawal of the £50,000 per day funding for
the town by Mr Jonathan Ruffer.

If this were to happen it would be an absolute disaster for
Bishop Auckland. It would probably mean the closure of all
that Mr Ruffer and The Auckland Project have built in the
last eleven years, all of which just would not be here at all.
Not to mention the wonderful Kynren show.

All of the money that is in dispute would be used wisely
by Mr Ruffer and The Auckland Project for the benefit of
the town and its population and the hosts of visitors that
will come. The County Council seems bent on destroying
all that has been achieved so far.

Mr Rufferis without doubt the best thing to have happened
to Bishop Auckland and indeed County Durham and the
wider North East in many a long year, so | say ‘give him the
money’, forget about bureaucracy in County Hall and let
him get on with it before we lose him.

Yours in hope of a sensible conclusion to this,
Chris Walkinshaw, by email.

ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY MEETING

THE BISHOP Auckland
Astronomical Society's
first meeting since Covid
will take place on Friday
1st April starting at 7pm.

Meetings take place at
Bishop Auckland Com-
munity Fire Station.

The fee is £1 for mem-
bers and £2.50 for visitors.

Live entertainment from 8pm

MOTHER’S DAY we have a CHAMPAGNE HIGH TEA
12 noon till 7:00pm
Bookings Only - £20pp

Also taking bookings for our BISTRO MENU
which opens Friday 8th April.
Featuring live lobster from the tank, tomohawk steaks,
garlic king prawns with fillet steak and much, much more.
All fresh and locally produced.

telephone
01388 235410 / mobile 07585 289322
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Our newest paperboy, Robert Farns, will be 88 next month.

IS ROBERT THE OLDEST
PAPERBOY IN THE WORLD?

COULD ROBERT Farns
be the oldest paperboy
in the country, or maybe
even the world?

Robert was born in
Tudhoe Lane in April
1934, making him 88
years old next month.

Last week, he started

his first ever paper
round, delivering our
sister paper  Spenny-

moor News to readers in
Middlestone Moor.

A report in the
Independent newspaper
in 2020 claimed Britain’s
oldest paperboy at the
time was aged 84, so
Robert would beat him by
two years.

Robert attended Crox-
dale County School and
left when he was 15.

After he left school, he
started working with his
father Robert Hutchinson
(called Bob) who was a
painter and decorator.

In 1955 he was con-
scripted into the RAF at
the age of 21.

He married Rita Knaggs
from Spennymoor in
November 1955.

Whenhewasdemobbed,
he had various painting
and decorating jobs until
May 65 when he gained a
job with Durham County
Council also as a painter

and decorator.

Eventually he became
a chargehand, then area
foreman and finally the
county supervisor, work-
ing from County Hall in
charge of all painting
and decorating, where he
stayed until he retired.

Robert is the oldest
of eight; four boys and
four girls. He has two
children, a son Robert
Graham, and a daughter
Rosamond, five grand
children and eight great
grand children.

He lost his wife Rita in
June 2019 after 64 years
of marriage.

In earlier times Robert
was a Youth Leader and
ran the U18 football team
at Spennymoor Youth
Club.

He was presented with
a tankard for over 35 con-
tinuous years of service
in football from Durham
Football Association.

He still likes walking
with his brother David,
gardening, and reading.

Every Friday he volun-
teers at St Paul’'s Centre
foodbank and says all
food donations are very
welcome.

It just goes to show
you're never too old to get
a paper round!

A. FRANCIS
Roofing & Building
From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected
Chimney repairs
Repointing to brickwork
No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853
Mob: 07811 848228

O ssuabiished 1957

GUTTER
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias &
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870q

(local)

The Long Dining Room inside Auckland Castle is back open to the public.

THE AUCKLAND PROJECT REOPENS

THE AUCKLAND Pro-
ject is inviting visitors
to explore and discover
Bishop Auckland’s his-
tory and many treasures
as it reopens its doors for
a busy year ahead.

The magnificent Auck-
land Castle with its
stunning gardens and
grounds, Auckland Tower
and the Mining Art Gal-
lery - complete with a new
exhibition - are now open.

Alongside the Spanish
Gallery which opened in
2021 and the 200-acre
Deer Park, visitors are
being encouraged to
make a full day of it with
The Auckland Project
when planning a trip to
the historic market town
in County Durham.

Visitors can take in the
historic  splendour  of
Auckland Castle and its
extensive  surrounding
curtilage, including the
North Terrace with beau-
tiful long views through
the Deer Park and beyond
into the Wear Valley.

They can also take in the
grandeur of the Throne
Room and the warm ele-
gance of the Long Dining
Room in the Castle, home
to Francisco de Zur-
baran’s impressive series
of paintings Jacob and his
Twelve Sons.

These laid the founda-
tions for The Auckland
Project back in 2012 and
served as inspiration for

the Spanish Gallery.

The Spanish Gallery, in
the Market Place, is the
first gallery in the UK
dedicated to the art, his-
tory and culture of Spain.

Focusing on the Span-
ish Golden Age, the Gal-
lery explores the develop-
ment of art, politics and
religion throughout the
period with devotional
art, portraiture and still
lifes on display from key
figures such as El Greco,
Zurbaran, Velazquez and
Murillo.

Tickets for Auckland
Castle and The Spanish
Gallery are priced at £14
per venue for adults, £7
for children and family
tickets for two adults and
up to four children are
£35.

The Bishop’s Kitchen
will be open in the Castle
with a tempting menu of
hot drinks, freshly made
sandwiches and cakes.

For more information,
opening hours and to
book tickets, visit www.
aucklandproject.org

CAR SALES & VEHICLE SERVICES
T

QUALITY USED CARS

Finance arranged | Comprehensive Warranties
AA Breakdown Cover
All vehicles sold with fresh Service & MOT

We cater for HGV & PSV Operators

Inspections | Tachographs | Break Testing

SERVICES FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS
MOT Testing Class 4,5 & 7
Vehicle Diagnostics | Brakes | Clutches
Timing Belts | Van Hire | Courtesy Cars
Local Collection & Drop-off

St HeLen AuckLanp, BisHop AuckLanp, DL14 9TT

Main

SaLes

01388 605080 | 07582 570308

View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com
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COUNTY INTO LAST FOUR OF CITY OF CULTURE 2025 BID

FROM PAGE 1

government and private
sector investment across
the North East.

Following the
announcement, Durham
County Council, Durham
University and Culture
Durham - the partners
spearheading the cam-
paign — expressed their
thanks to the thousands
of individuals, busi-
nesses and organisa-
tions that have not only
backed the campaign,
but helped to shape the
bid itself.

They also issued a ral-
lying cry to the entire
region, urging people to
continue to support the
campaign as it moves

into the crucial final
stage.
Cllr ~ Amanda  Hop-

good, Leader of Durham
County Council, said: “We
are absolutely thrilled
County Durham has been
shortlisted for UK City of
Culture 2025.

“Our success at mak-
ing it this far is of course
testament to our coun-

O,

Bishop Auckland

Your O2 shop

The Bishop Auckland open air spectacular show, Kynren featured in the UK City of Culture 2025 bid.

ty’s incredible heritage,
landscapes and vibrant
cultural offer.

“It would attract more
visitors, boost our econ-
omy and strengthen our
reputation nationally and
internationally as a place
to live, work, visit and
invest.

“County Durham’s bid
recognises all of this,”
she added, “and we are
proud it incorporates the
ideas and ambitions of
hundreds of residents,

creative practitioners
and cultural organisa-
tions.

“It is thanks to them

that we have made it this
far and I would like to say
a big thank you to every-
one who has backed the
Durham 2025 campaign.

“Together, we can bring
this title home to County
Durham.”

The council submitted
the bid with principal

partner Durham Univer-
sity last month on behalf
of Culture Durham, a
partnership of more
than 20 cultural organi-
sations from across the
county.

The shortlisted loca-
tions will be visited by
the judging panel in
May ahead of the winner
announcement later that
month.

At the heart of the bid is
a year-long programme
of arts, culture, sport,
science and economics,
including  spectacular
opening and closing
events; an international
celebration of the bicen-
tenary of the Stockton
and Darlington Railway
with events at Locomo-
tion and other locations
across the region and a
travelling fair that asks
big questions about the
local economy.

And with the county’s
profile and appeal raised
nationally, the benefits
would be felt for years to
follow.

To find out more visit
www.durham?2025.co.uk.

Celebrating 10 years

in Bishop Auckland

Visit us in store between 28 March and 10 April for
exclusive offers, including £20 off the upfront cost of a
new device or 20% off selected accessories

Plus enter our Facebook competition to
win an OPPO Find X3 Neo 5G

Get £20 off the upfront cost of any handset or tablet when bought on an 02 Refresh tariff or 20% off any accessory up to the value of £100. To be redeemed against the Upfront Cost (up to a maximum of £20 off an Eligible Device) or any accessory up to the value of £100
when bought directly from 02 Bishop Auckland. All other sale channels excluded. Offer available from 28 March 2022 to 10 April 2022. “Eligible Device"is any handset or tablet advertised in store on an 02 Refresh Airtime Plan. Device subject to availability and whilst stocks
last. Offer can only be used once in a single transaction. If you return your device or accessory and if a refund is due on that return, the refund will not include the amount you redeemed using the offer code. Offer excludes prepaid top-up vouchers and airtime credit. Offer
excludes any sale items.This voucher cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. No cash or other alternatives available. 18+. Terms apply. Ask in store for details. 02 reserves the right to amend these Terms and Conditions or withdraw the offer at any time.
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For more news from Bishop Auckland and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

Saturday 26 March 2022

Sport

Local leagues, competitions and events...

WIN FREE TICKETS TO PRESTIGIOUS INTERNATIONAL

THE BREWERY Field,
home of Spennymoor
Football Club will host
England Schoolboys
Under 18s game against
Scotland on Friday 1 April.

England’s first match
in the SAFIB Centenary
Shield 2022 will be away
to Northern Ireland on
25 March with the fixture
being played at Wolff
Welders FC.

The squad will then
host Scotland at the
Brewery Field on Friday
1 April before travelling
south to host the Repub-
lic of Ireland at Eastleigh
FC on Friday 8 April.

They will then round off
their Centenary Shield
campaign with a trip to
Llansawel FC to face the
Welsh on Thursday 14
April.

Tony Wilson, Managing
Director of Spennymoor
Town FC, said: “A monu-
mental amount of work
has gone in from our
team off the pitch over
the last year to improve
our infrastructure, facili-
ties and matchday offer-
ing.

For how to win two FREE tickets to the match, see below.

“I'm thrilled to say that
this is now bearing fruit
with this wonderful inter-
national occasion for a

TWINTWO !!

' FREE TICKETS !!

For details on how to win
two FREE tickets to watch
England v Scotland
Schoolboys, check out
our Facebook page
@bishoppress

non league football club.

“England  Schoolboys’
football conjures images
of some of our country's

“FRIDAY-GF APRIL 2022 I KICK OFF

STANDARD ENTRY TICKET

most famous players,
including the likes of
Michael Owen.

“With the importance

we put on our academy
of more than 600 young
people of all ages, abili-
ties and genders, hosting
this prominent fixture is a
massive deal.

“This isn't just for the
football club or Spenny-
moor, we're working hard
to put County Durham on
the map for football.

“Having these big
organisations of interna-
tional importance in Dur-
ham brings a boost to the
whole region.

“We're working on our
relationships with all of
the country’s footballing
bodies and hope to be
involved in more national
football going forwards.

“Make no  mistake,
we've done plenty of
squad building and phys-
ical building over the last
few years at our club.

“We're  now building
the club’s reputation in
other ways. Coupled with
the visit of the Austrian
National side during the
European Championships
and the Lionesses, this is
the latest milestone that
the club can be proud of.”

gt

Champions! The Under 12 Kings secured the league title with a 5-1 win against Normanby.
A double from Tom and futher goals from Jack, Liam and Haiden made sure the celebrations could begin

long before the final whistle.

" | Class Four, Five, 7 MOTSs

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we're more than happy to help!

1 9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 TLP Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687
J www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk

ST MARY'S U7 Aces had
a great win against Bill-
ingham Synthonia with
Thomas scoring four
goals and Theo five.

U7 Kings won against
North  Ormsbey with
goals from Rouben (2),
Jack (3) and Jace.

U8 Kings lost out to Sea-
ton Carew with Mason
and Zac Grant scoring.

The U8 Bishop won a
top of the table clash
against Northallerton
Blacks with Oliver and

“rea. GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk

KINGS CROWNED LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

Charlie scoring.

U9 Kings won 6-0 in a
friendly at Hartlepool St
Francis Yellows with Fin-
lay scoring four.

The U10 Kings lost 3-0
to Stockton Town while
U11 Kings drew 1-1 with
Hartlepool with Theo
scoring.

The U13 Kings won 6-0
away at Billingham Syn-
thonia while the U14s lost
at home to Fishburn Park
with Tyler scoring the
side’s two goals.
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