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John Torode will headline Bishop Auckland Food Festival in October.

TOP TELEVISION chef 
and presenter, John 
Torode will headline 
Bishop Auckland Food 
festival when it returns 
this autumn, as organis-
ers prepare the perfect 
recipe for a safe and 

enjoyable weekend of 
family fun.

The co-host of Mas-
terChef and John and 
Lisa’s Weekend Kitchen 
is the first famous guest 
to be announced ahead 
of the festival’s return on 

Saturday 2nd and Sunday 
3rd October.

As always, entry to the 
event will be free but, this 
year, visitors can also 
watch free demonstra-
tions by celebrity chefs in 
a large cookery marquee. 

Popular traders from 
across the North East 
have already signed up 
for the festival and the 
town’s historic Market 
Place will be full of the 

MASTERCHEF STAR HEADLINES FESTIVAL

BISHOP AUCKLAND char-
ity, the Angel Trust is 
looking to recruit volun-
teers to join its fundrais-
ing team. 

Some of the tasks 
include inputting into the 
planning, organising and 
delivery of Angel Trust’s 
fundraising programme, 
attending fundraising 
events, collecting funds 
on behalf of the charity, 
and delivery and collec-
tion of collecting cans 
from companies and 
retailers. 

Volunteers will need to 
be honest and reliable, 
have good verbal com-
munication skills, have an 
interest in helping people 
facing financial difficulty, 
hardship, illness, mental 
health awareness and in 
helping to break the cycle 
of poverty.

It is essential to have the 
ability to be a team player 
and have a willingness 

ANGEL TRUST  
SEEKS 
VOLUNTEER 
FUNDRAISERS

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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tions, including Beamish 
Museum, Durham Cathe-
dral, Durham University 
and Locomotion. 

The unique bid aims to 
secure the title for Dur-
ham – both the county 
and the city - following 
the announcement that 
groups of towns can sub-
mit joint bids for the first 
time.

The bid organisers 
believe that success 
would significantly boost 
visitor numbers to the 
county and wider region, 
along with increased 
investment and new eco-
nomic and employment 
opportunities.

For Jake, who has 
worked with the council’s 
community arts team for 
many years, it is also a 
chance to build on grass-
roots arts projects.

He said: “There is some 
really good work going 
on, but I think there is 
always more that can be 
done. This is our chance 
to reach out to people we 
haven’t connected with 
before.”

Debbie Connell, Durham 
County Council’s com-
munity cultural develop-
ment co-ordinator (south 
and west), said: “I’ve 
known Jake since he was 
10 years old and I have 
watched him grow as a 
person and as an artist 
and theatre maker over 

the last 16 years.
“For him to share his 

skills, knowledge and tal-
ent in his home county, 
while juggling a profes-
sional theatre career 
around the UK, is such an 
inspiration. 

“There is a wealth of 
homegrown talent here 
in County Durham, and 
through our own com-
munity arts engagement 
programme and the pro-
jects we help to develop 
and support, we can sup-
port other young people 
like Jake to follow their 
dreams.

“As UK City of Culture, 
we could shine a national 
spotlight on the talent 
that exists in our com-
munities and so I would 
encourage everyone to 
please back the bid.”

With all expressions 
of interest now in, the 
Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport 
will shortlist six locations 
in September. The suc-
cessful applicants will 
then have until next Jan-
uary to submit their full 
bids, with the winning city 
then announced in May 
2022.

To help spread the word, 
members of the public are 
encouraged to share why 
they believe County Dur-
ham should win on social 
media using the hashtag 
#durham2025.

A NORTH East theatre 
maker who has been 
treading the boards since 
he was 10 years old has 
added his voice to County 
Durham’s bid to become 
UK City of Culture 2025.

Originally from Crook, 
Jake Jarratt discovered 
his passion for perform-
ing arts at a young age 
and seized every chance 
to nurture his talent and 
pursue his dream of 
becoming a professional 
actor.

After studying drama 
at both GCSE and A level 
at King James I Acad-
emy in Bishop Auckland, 
Jake went on to complete 
a degree in drama and 
applied theatre at North-
umbria University. This 
was followed by a Mas-
ters in theatre and perfor-
mance. 

In 2018, he debuted his 
first solo show, Blokes, 
Fellas and Geezers, at 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall – the same venue 
where he took his first 
tentative steps onto the 
stage 14 years earlier.

The 27-year-old, who 
lives in Bowburn, now 
divides his time between 
acting, directing and 
script writing for theatre 
companies across the 
UK, as well as delivering 
drama workshops on 
behalf of Durham County 
Council’s community arts 

team.
Jake is fully behind 

County Durham’s UK 
City of Culture bid, as he 
believes the increased 
opportunities this would 
create could be life chang-
ing for many children and 
young people.

“What really appeals to 
me is that this is a bid for 
the whole of County Dur-
ham,” said Jake.

“Durham City is amaz-
ing but that is just one 
part of the county and 
there is a lot more going 
on here that we need to 
tell people about. This is 
a chance to showcase the 
talent and potential that 
exists in communities 
across the county and to 
build on what is already 
going on to create even 
more opportunities. 

“Not everybody likes 
acting, just as not every-
one likes painting or 
going to the theatre. If 
we can grow County Dur-
ham’s reputation as a 
cultural destination, we 
can encourage more arts 
organisations to come 
here and offer new and 
exciting things.

“For me, this is all about 
the people of County Dur-
ham.” 

The bid for UK City of 
Culture was submitted 
last month on behalf 
of Culture Durham, a 
partnership of organisa-

THEATRE MAKER BACKS CULTURE BID
Jake Jarratt and Debbie Connell outside of Bishop Auckland Town Hall, where he made his theatre debut.
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year, said: “A final deci-
sion on when a new time-
table can be restarted will 
be made in October, but 
we’re very hopeful we will 
be able to relaunch train 
services from the begin-
ning of December.

“We know how much 
people are looking for-
ward to the return of pas-
senger services on the 
Weardale Railway and of 
course we can’t wait to 
start operating again.

“However, we hope peo-
ple will also understand 
how important it is that 
this programme of infra-
structure assessment 
and the repair and main-
tenance work which it 
dictates, is undertaken 
properly. 

“It’s not something that 
can be rushed.”

The Auckland Project 
purchased Weardale Rail-
way last spring, bringing 
it out of administration 
with a bold vision to 
transform the railway 
for its future growth and 
development.

The information gath-
ering phase of a £2.1m 

bridges and infrastruc-
ture assessment along 
the entire line from East-
gate to Bishop Auckland, 
has recently been com-
pleted. 

Reports and recommen-
dations are expected in 
the coming weeks.

Wayne said: “The 
safety of our volunteers, 
staff and passengers is 
our first priority. 

“We need to make sure 
that every single bridge 
and every metre of track 
along the entirety of 
the line is in good order 
and we look forward to 
receiving the assess-
ment reports so that any 
required works can get 
underway.”

As well as the busy 
schedule of mainte-
nance and repair works 
over the next few 
months, the re-training 
of volunteers, managed 
by the Weardale Railway 
Trust, will also continue 
at pace.

Wayne added: “We are 
incredibly grateful to 
Weardale Railway Trust 
volunteers who never fail 
in their dedication. 

“We know they are just 
as keen to get trains 
running again and look 
forward to seeing them 
back on board.”

Updates about Christ-
mas services will be 
shared on The Auckland 
Project’s website at  
www.aucklandproject.org 
and on its social media 
channels this autumn. 

WEARDALE RAILWAY’S 
reopening plans are on 
track to run passenger 
services before the year 
is out.

Since the railway was 
purchased by The Auck-
land Project in March 
2020, an extensive pro-
gramme of inspections, 
network assessments, 
maintenance and repairs 
to the infrastructure 
has been undertaken, 
together with improve-
ments to the trains.

Hard work has been 
ongoing behind the 
scenes to safely bring 
the much-loved heritage 
line back into operation 
while ensuring the pres-
ervation of its long-term 
future.

And while there is still 
much work to be done, 
the team are confident 
that people will be wel-
comed back to enjoy trav-
elling on the Weardale 
Railway in time for Christ-
mas.

Operations Manager 
at Weardale Railway Ltd, 
Wayne Dixon, who took 
up his post earlier this 

WEARDALE OPENING PLANS ON TRACK
The Weardale Railway was purchased by The Auckland Project in March 2020. 

CAR SALES & VEHICLE SERVICES

QUALITY USED CARS
Finance arranged | Comprehensive Warranties

AA Breakdown Cover 
All vehicles sold with fresh Service & MOT

SERVICES FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS
MOT Testing Class 4, 5 & 7

Vehicle Diagnostics | Brakes | Clutches
Timing Belts | Van Hire | Courtesy Cars

Local Collection & Drop-off

St Helen Auckland, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT 
Main                      Sales

01388 605080 | 07582 570308
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

We cater for HGV & PSV Operators
Inspections | Tachographs | Break Testing

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting 

- Electrical Installation, 
NAPIT Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland areaBOILER 

INSTALLATIONS, 
SERVICE & REPAIR

Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

finest produce the region 
has to offer, along with 
tasty street food, refresh-
ing drinks and indulgent 
cakes and desserts. 

Australian by birth, 
John started his cookery 
career aged just 16. 

He went on to set up 
his own restaurants, 
Smiths of Smithfield and 
The Luxe in London and 
is credited as one of the 
major players in introduc-
ing Australasian food to 
the UK in the 1990s. 

His television career 
has also seen him travel 
the world in search of 
vibrant cuisines and 
exciting recipes for var-
ious popular television 
shows for the BBC and 
UKTV, while his cook-
ery books have received 
widespread critical 
acclaim.

He will demonstrate 
a selection of delicious 
dishes at Bishop Auck-
land Food Festival on the 
Saturday. 

John said: “How excit-
ing it is to be going to a 
food show. It’s such a 
joy to be involved in what 
can only be described 
as one of this country’s 
greatest culinary feasts, 
the Bishop Auckland 
Food Festival. 

“Come along, eat, drink 
and be entertained and 
support all the wonderful 

local producers. See you 
there.” 

Bishop Auckland Food 
Festival is expected to 
attract thousands of peo-
ple over the course of the 
weekend, with more than 
29,000 visitors attending 
in 2019. 

This will not only raise 
the county’s profile as a 
culinary destination but 
will boost the takings 
of local businesses and 
support the region’s eco-
nomic recovery from the 
impact of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

Durham County Coun-
cil’s festival and events 
programme is a key part 
of the county’s vibrant 
cultural programme and 
a driving force behind its 
bid to become UK City of 
Culture 2025.

Further details about 
the festival programme, 
including the line-up of 
celebrity chefs, will be 
revealed over the coming 
weeks. 

To stay up to date with 
the latest festival news, 
visit bishopaucklandfood 
festival.co.uk and follow 
@bishfoodfest on Face-
book, Twitter or Insta-
gram.

To support County Dur-
ham’s UK City of Culture 
2025 bid, use the hashtag 
#durham2025 on social 
media and stay tuned for 
further updates on how to 
get involved.

FOOD FESTIVAL RETURNS
FROM PAGE 1
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A RECENT report found 
that 43% of older LGBT 
people had no idea where 
to get support, but a new 
group based in Durham 
City is seeking to rectify 
the problem.

Many older LGBT peo-
ple have lived quietly for 
years, often with a part-
ner, but have had no con-
tact with the LGBT com-
munity. 

If they become wid-
owed, they can become 
isolated and vulnerable.

“LGBT+ Over50s County 
Durham is a social group 
for older LGBT+ people 
and their allies,” said a 

SUPPORT NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
OLDER LGBT COMMUNITY

spokesperson. 
“If you are in that group 

and would like to meet 
new friends, come along 
and join us for safe, 
enjoyable conversation 
and refreshments. 

“Meetings are held 
monthly in Durham City in 
a safe environment with 
privacy assured and are 
inclusive and supportive.

“You can contact us 
by going to http://www.
lgbt50durham.org.uk/ or 
phoning 0191 303 8604. 

“Meetings are on the  
the second Wednesday 
monthly so the next one 
is on September 8th.”

followed by Whernside at 
1.30pm and Ingleborough 
at 4pm. 

“We finished at 5.52pm 
exhausted but so proud 
of our achievements.”

Afterwards, the pair 
enjoyed a well-earned 
pint of Pheasant Plucker 
back at The Golden Lion 
Hotel in Horton in Rib-
blesdale.

“We would both like to 
thank all those who have 
donated to our cause, 
Alzheimers Society,” said 
Andy, “and hope that our 
fundraising effort has 
helped in some small way 
to raise further aware-
ness and support for peo-
ple with dementia.”

Alzheimer’s Society is 
the UK’s biggest demen-
tia charity. 

It provides informa-

tion and support, funds 
research and is creating 
a more dementia-friendly 
society so people with 
the condition can live 
without fear and preju-
dice.

If you are touched by 
Andy’s story, it is still not 
too late to donate. Just 
visit justgiving.com and 
search for “andy jakob 
and pete jakob stride out 
for dementia”, click on 
the link and you can then 
leave a donation at their 
page.

“As of the beginning of 
August,  the fundraising 
has amounted to £1,345 
and still more is prom-
ised,” said Andy. 

“Thanks from Pete and 
myself to all those who 
have donated and have 
followed our story.”

LOCALLY BASED Durham 
Music Service Woodwind 
Teacher, Andy Jakob, a 
keen hill walker and Chair-
man of Aycliffe Fell Walk-
ing Club, has recently 
completed the Yorkshire 
Three Peaks Challenge 
with his brother, Pete.

The pair took on the 
challenge to raise funds 
for the Alzheimer’s Soci-
ety, as featured in issue 
294 of the Bishop Press, 
completing the 25-mile 
circular walk and climb of 
the three mountains Pen-
y-ghent (694m), Whern-
side (736m) and Inglebor-
ough (724m) in under 12 
hours. 

“We started at the  
Pen-y-ghent Café at 
6.22am,” said Andy, 
“arriving at the summits 
of Pen-y-ghent at 7.45am 

THREE PEAKS CHALLENGE RAISES 
FUNDS FOR ALZHEIMER’S

Pete and Andy Jakob enjoy a well-earned refreshment after completing the Three Peaks Challege.
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PEOPLE IN County Dur-
ham and Darlington are 
being reminded about the 
free messaging service 
which provides details on 
what is going on in your 
neighbourhood.

The Keep in the Know 
email alert system allows 
those signed up to receive 
weekly blogs from local 
Neighbourhood teams, 
witness appeals, crime 
prevention advice, details 
of scams you may need 
to be aware of, commu-
nity initiatives and map-
ping CCTV.

Residents can select 
what information they 
want to receive, meaning 
they can stay up-to-date 
with what is happening in 
their neighbourhood.

It also allows the option 
to provide feedback and 
send messages.

Neighbourhood Temp 
Chief Inspector Andy 
Reeves of Durham Con-
stabulary, said: “Keeping 

our residents up-to-date 
and informed about what 
is happening in their 
areas is vital.

“We have had great 
feedback on the service 
and would encourage 
others to join them.

“Social media is a great 
way of sharing informa-
tion but Keep in the Know 
allows us to get the most 
relevant information out 
to a specific audience.”

Durham Police and 
Crime Commissioner 
Joy Allen said: “I would 
encourage anyone who 
hasn’t already to sign 
up and keep informed 
with local policing, com-
munity initiatives and 
witness appeals for your 
area.”

To sign up, visit keep-
intheknow.co.uk.  You will 
receive a verification link 
which you must click on 
to start receiving emails. 
Alerts will be titled with 
“Neighbourhood Alert”.

KEEP IN THE KNOW WITH 
NEIGHBOURHOOD ALERTS
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and Shotley Bridge pri-
mary schools will visit 
Spain, while pupils at St 
John’s School and Sixth 
Form College will go to 
India, Spain, Germany 
and Chile and pupils at 
Bishop Barrington will 
also visit Spain.

Youngsters from Ferry-
hill Business and Enter-
prise College will visit 
Vietnam, France and Can-
ada.

The visits will mostly 
take place in late spring 
and summer of 2022. 

Although it is the first 
year of the scheme, it is 
hoped that the govern-
ment will agree to its con-
tinuation and that more 
schools can take part in 
2022/23.

County Durham schools 
were quick to respond 
when the scheme was 
launched in March; 
appreciating the value in 
offering pupils a quality 
international experience. 

It requires that most of 
the time abroad is spent 

learning in the partner 
school and working with 
partner school pupils. 

This creates opportu-
nity for pupils to develop 
important life skills as 
well as being an oppor-
tunity to practise foreign 
languages.

Headteacher at 
Escomb Primary School 
Wendy Gill said: “We are 
delighted to have been 
successful in our bid for 
funding as this will ena-
ble us to build links and 
partnerships in a real and 
meaningful way. 

“It will provide children 
with an opportunity to 
travel and experience 
first-hand another coun-
try and its culture; giving 
them a greater aware-
ness of the world in which 
they live. 

“Hopefully it will have 
a lasting impact and will 
encourage children to 
broaden their horizons 
and want to travel and 
learn new languages as 
young adults.”   

PUPILS FROM Cleves 
Cross Primary School 
and Ferryhill Business 
and Enterprise College 
will join students across 
South West Durham in 
visits to  partner schools 
around the globe after 
grants totalling more than 
£300,000 were secured.

The Turing Scheme, 
a global programme to 
study and work abroad, 
was launched by the gov-
ernment earlier this year. 

It provides funding for  
international opportunities 
in education and train-
ing across the world.

Schools in County 
Durham have been sup-
ported by Durham County 
Council’s International 
Relations team to forge 
links with partner school 
communities around the 
world and, as a result, the 
county has some of the 
highest levels of interna-
tional education activity 
in the country.

Pupils from Escomb, 
Rosa Street, Cleves Cross 

FUNDS MEAN FOREIGN TRIPS FOR PUPILS
Pupils from Escomb Primary School who will visit Spain in 2022 after successfully applying for 
funding from the Turing Scheme.

AUCKLAND YOUTH 
and Community Cen-
tre (AYCC) is celebrat-
ing generous funding 
awards from two local 
partners, which will 
enable it to continue 
supporting young peo-
ple whilst tackling anti- 
social behaviour.

A total of £32,000 of new 
funding - from Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon 
Area Action Partnership 
(AAP) and the County 
Durham & Darlington 
Community Safety Fund 
– will continue the cen-
tre’s Detached Youth 
Work Project into 2022.

Working as part of 
AYCC, the Detached 
Youth Work Project has 
supported local young 
people - from Woodhouse 
Close to the streets of 
Bishop Auckland and the 
surrounding area - since 
its establishment in 2017.

The scheme is well 
known for its successful 
work with local young 
people and has been piv-
otal in reducing young 
people’s isolation and 
increasing their access 
to local services - all of 
which contribute to a 
drop in anti-social behav-
iour while keeping com-
munities safer. 

These clear benefits are 
why the scheme receives 
good financial support 
from its partners - and it’s 
done so again this year.

The team of highly 
skilled, knowledgea-
ble, and empathetic 
Detached Youth Workers 
provide an invaluable 
service to AYCC and the 
wider community, work-
ing cooperatively with 
other local services to 
support young people. 

Their success in engag-
ing meaningfully with 
young people is evident 
in the positive, trusting, 
and constructive rela-

AYCC FUNDING SUCCESS
tionships they build - and 
the positive impacts 
on reducing anti-social 
behaviour in the commu-
nity.

The Detached Youth 
Work Project contributed 
to a 95% reduction in 
local anti-social behav-
iour over the summer 
months of 2019. 

More recently, young 
people have increasingly 
found themselves with 
fewer positive and mean-
ingful activities due to 
local lockdowns and the 
closures of support ser-
vices. 

For this reason, the 
scheme is now seen by 
many as more important 
than ever – yet another 
reason why AYCC wel-
comes the new funding 
to continue its excellent 
work.

Bill Niblo, AYCC Chair-
person said: “This fund-
ing will really help AYCC 
to continue to serve 
our local community 
well whilst helping the 
Detached Youth Work to 
flourish. 

“Our dedicated youth 
workers really connect 
with young people in 
the area; encouraging 
them, motivating them 
and signposting them 
to other local delivery 
partners, or to activities 
within our own centre. 

“We want to ensure that 
young people receive 
vital support from dedi-
cated professionals. 

By ensuring that our 
detached youth work can 
operate at its full capac-
ity, this funding will do 
just that. 

“We are delighted with 
these awards and we 
thank both funders for 
their support.”

For more information, 
on AYCC and all of its 
work, visit www.ayccltd.
co.uk.

07518 117 486
07825 345 427
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or Too Small
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Line ads and personal notices ...
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ufacturing, scientific, 
renewable energy, auto-
motive, rail and emerging 
technologies sectors. 

Explaining what 
attracted him to the role, 
Patrick said: “It was the 
opportunity to make a 
difference and add value. 

“Being able to give my 
experience in supporting 
the board and the senior 
team at Bishop Auckland 
College in developing fur-
ther education to make 
a positive difference and 
support the local com-
munity and beyond was 
too much of an attraction 
- something I could not 
refuse.

“I am passionate not 
only about the region, 
but also supporting the 
education sector - from 
apprenticeships to higher 
level qualifications.”

Outgoing Chair Pamela 
Petty is also a well known 
figure in the North East 
business community, 
having spent 30 years at 
washing machine manu-
facturer Ebac. 

Having left the family 
business, she now runs 
business mentoring con-
sultancy Entreprenising.

Pamela had to leave 
the college board having 
served the maximum two 
terms, working closely 
with Principal and Chief 
Executive Natalie Davi-
son-Terranova and her 
senior leadership and 
management team. 

A former accounting 
student at the college 

herself, Pamela said she 
has thoroughly enjoyed 
her time on the board and 
takes great pride in many 
achievements during her 
time as Chair. 

These include the devel-
opment of the college 
group to include engi-
neering partner South 
West Durham Training; 
the launch of Durham 
Gateway, the college’s 
specialist alternative pro-
vision for 14-16 year olds; 
and also building tremen-
dous links with business 
and the wider commu-
nity.

She added: “The big-
gest satisfaction for me 
has been seeing students 
move on to work in local     
industry in their chosen 
career or even go abroad 
to places like the US to do 
exciting things. To know  
that we make a differ-
ence to every person who 
comes to the college and 
to our community is the   
reason I gave up my time 
to serve on the board.”

Patrick said he is now 
looking forward to pro-
viding long term support: 
“Bishop Auckland College 
has a strong presence 
within the local commu-
nity. With the help of the 
existing board and senior 
team, I look forward to 
developing their corpo-
rate strategy, building on 
their reputation within 
the region and develop-
ing sustainable relation-
ships with community 
and businesses.”

PATRICK LONERGAN, 
an engineering recruit-
ment specialist, has been 
appointed as the new 
Chair of Bishop Auck-
land College Corporation, 
replacing Pamela Petty, 
who has served on the 
board for eight years.

The former engineer 
turned headhunter 
started his career at 
Lazer Zentrum Hannover 
in the mid-90s, where he 
developed laser machin-
ing centres for the fabri-
cation of 3D optics to the 
automotive and medical 
sectors.

Returning to the UK 
after two years in Ger-
many, Patrick worked 
for Philips Components 
as the UK development 
representative within the 
European development 
team.

In 2004 he moved 
into recruitment, firstly 
with Nigel Wright, Iead-
ing consultants sup-
porting the automotive 
and aerospace sectors 
nationwide, then at NRG 
where he managed their 
Newcastle and Mid-
dlesbrough offices, ser-
vicing the engineering 
and scientific sectors 
within the region. 

Five years ago he set up 
his own recruitment con-
sultancy based in New-
ton Aycliffe, supporting 
everything from start-ups 
and high growth compa-
nies to £100m turnover 
businesses within the 
UK engineering and man-

COLLEGE APPOINTS NEW CHAIR
Outgoing chair, Pamela Petty with new chair Patrick Lonergan. Photo: Barry Pells.

Taking the information 
above into consideration, 
the Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon AAP would like 
to invite organisations 
and groups to submit 
potential project propos-
als based on the COVID 
Recovery theme and the 
suggested areas high-
lighted above. 

AAP funding should 
plug gaps in mainstream 
provision and add value 
to other funds and pro-
grammes wherever pos-
sible and projects should 
therefore complement 
existing activity.   

Match funding is encour-
aged and will be looked 
upon favourably.   A min-
imum of £5,000 funding 
can be applied for.

Funding can be applied 
for both revenue and cap-
ital projects.

“We would encourage 
and welcome a discus-
sion about your propos-
als prior to submission 
and we look forward to 
hearing from you,” said a 
spokesperson.

To obtain an applica-
tion form, contact Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon 
AAP in any of the follow-
ing ways:

Phone: 07818 510375,  
07717 801754 or 07384 
247264

Email: bishopshildonaap 
@durham.gov.uk

Online at durham.gov.
uk/bishopandshildonaap.

AAP CALLS FOR APPLICATIONS  
FROM PRIORITY PROJECTS
BISHOP AUCKLAND 
and Shildon Area Action 
Partnership (AAP) is pro-
gressing with its priority 
of Community/Covid 19 
Recovery for the 2021/22 
financial year. 

 The priority was agreed 
by the board in June of 
this year.  

The deadline for receiv-
ing applications is 
12noon on Monday 13th 
September.

The AAP has a Task & 
Finish Group to assess 
this priority and to iden-
tify key issues to be 
addressed within the 
Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon AAP area.

After assessing the pri-
ority, the Task & Finish 
Group and the Partner-
ship Board have identi-
fied the following themes 
and challenges, which it 
would like to see projects 
focus on: Employability 
initiatives; Advice and 
Guidance; Mental Health 
& Wellbeing; Organisa-
tional sustainability; 
Food provision and sup-
port; Social Isolation; 
Support for the Voluntary 
and Community Sector, 
or Support to small busi-
nesses (through a third 
party, not-for-profit).

It should be noted that 
this is not an exhaustive 
list and there may be 
other recovery areas that 
need to be taken into con-
sideration.

To advertise in Bishop Press and its sister papers:  

01388 775896  |  07909 992731 |  bishop@swd.news
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walks planned for: Isaac’s 
Tea Trail from Upper 
Weardale to Allendale 
in September; Tow Law 
to Stanhope in October; 
Masham to Middleham in 
November and Aysgarth 
to Leyburn in December.

The meetings are 
always on the second 
Saturday of each month 
and travel to each area is 
via coach(es) which can 
drop walkers off along 
the route at convenient 
places so that nobody 

AYCLIFFE FELL Walking 
Club have resumed club 
walking activities. 

The club has has com-
pleted the first of five 
planned monthly walks, 
from Mallerstang to 
Hawes, with upcoming 

WALKING CLUB BACK ON THE TRAIL

The spectacular view from the top of Whiteside in the Lake District.

has to feel pressurised 
into walking beyond their 
capabilities. 

Suggested walks can 
be from 7-16 miles and 
offer lowland, medium 
and tougher high peak 
options. 

Coaches pick up from 
Darlington, Newton 
Aycliffe, Middridge, Shil-
don, Bishop Auckland 
and, depending on the 
end destination, Barnard 
Castle and Scotch Corner. 

The cost per walker 
remains at £10 per walk 
day.

There will be a require-
ment to wear facemasks 
while on the coach, but 
every effort has been 
made to limit the amount 
of time spent on the 
coach for the duration of 
this year. 

It is hoped that the 
club will be able to range 
further afield in 2022 as 
indeed it did before the 
lockdowns.

“Any new members are 
welcome to join the club 
on any of the outings,” 
said club chairman, Andy 
Jakob.

To book your seat on 
the coach, call Sheila on 
07853 795243.

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

to adhere to all relevant 
organisational policies 
and procedures. 

This is a flexible role 
and the commitment time 
needed is dependent on 
the number of functions 
and fundraising activities 
organised by the group. 

However, we under-
stand that group mem-
bers occasionally will not 
be able to accept every 
request to attend an 
event or duty task. 

As little as two hours 
can make a huge differ-
ence.

The role is ideal for 
someone who wants to 
help others in their com-
munity. 

Volunteers will gain a 
real personal benefit from 
knowing they are making 
a positive change to the 
lives of people who are 
struggling to get by. 

You will be part of a 
high-profile charity which 
has achieved high recog-
nition status levels. 

You can broaden your 
social circle by meeting 
other Angel Trust volun-
teers, staff, and through 
community events, meet-
ing customers and cli-
ents.

Anyone interested 
in joining Team Angel 
Trust or wanting to find 
out more information 
should contact hello@
angeltrust.co.uk or call  
01388 737270.

ANGEL TRUST SEEKS 
VOLUNTEER FUNDRAISERS

FROM PAGE 1
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derland Aquatic Centre, 
next door to the Stadium 
of Light, and included 
swimmers from across 
the Northumberland and 
Durham Counties. 

The gala was held under 
strict Covid guidelines. 

The team, coached by 
Head Coach Angela Cal-

lan, swam against swim-
mers aged 15 to 18 years 
and over on the after-
noon of 24th July and the 
morning of 25th July.

Emily Whitton swam 
three new personal best 
swims (pbs) in the 100m 
butterfly (fly) with a new 
time of 1:11.75, 100m 

FIVE INTREPID senior 
swimmers from Bishop 
Auckland’s Wear Val-
ley Amateur Swimming 
Club set off for their first 
gala in 18 months and 
returned to the club with 
some fantastic results. 

The gala event was held 
at the 50m pool in Sun-

SWIMMERS RETURN TO POOL AFTER 18 MONTH BREAK
Jessica Maugham, Emily Whitton, Annabel Cooper, Emily Power and Thomas Power competed in the gala at Sunderland Aquatic Centre.

freestyle (free) pb 1:05.07 
and took three seconds 
off her 100m backstroke 
(back), with a new time of 
1:13.69. 

Emily Power swam a 
long course (50m) pb in 
her 200m breaststroke. 

Thomas Power 
achieved a pb in his 

100m breaststroke with 
a new time of 1:15.76 
and swam 2:51.68 in the 
200m breaststroke. 

Jessica Maughan 
achieved a fantastic pb 
in her 200m Individual 
Medley with a new time 
of 2:42.22 and competed 
in the 100m and 200m 
breaststroke. 

Annabel Cooper swam 
in five events and swam 
four new pbs in the 100m 
fly, with a new time of 
1:08.10, 200m fly, 400m 
free, with a new time of 
4:45.72) and 100m back. 
Annabel also competed 
in the 100m free. 

A club spokesperson 
said: “Well done to the 
WVASC team, they are so 
pleased to be back com-
peting. 

“A big thank you also  to 
the event organisers and 
to the WVASC coaching 
staff.”

For further information 
on the club, visit their 
website at wearvalleyasc. 
co.uk.


