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Some of the students of Greenfield Community College gather ahead of their school prom last week. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

STUDENTS FROM Green-
field Community College 
were able to celebrate in 
style as they attended the 
school prom last week.

The Class of 2021 have 
overcome so many chal-
lenges recently it was a 

pleasure to see the year 
group come together to 
enjoy the occasion.

The event was organ-
ised by Greenfield Com-
munity College and a 
Marquee was set up in 
the grounds, decorated 

beautifully by staff and 
students making it all the 
more special. The stu-
dents were able to reflect 
on the last five years of 
learning, chat about their 
future and share the occa-
sion with staff.

A spokesperson for 
the school said: “Thanks 
to everyone who pulled 
together to make this hap-
pen including staff and 
the many businesses and 

GREENFIELD STUDENTS 
CELEBRATE AT SCHOOL PROM

OVER-18S, ARE being 
encouraged to ‘drop-in’ 
for their Covid-19 jab in 
Newton Aycliffe without 
having to book.

Sedgefield One and 
Sedgefield North Primary 
Care Networks (PCNs) 
are to run a walk-in clinic 
for people to take up the 
offer of a vaccination on 
Saturday 17th July, at 
Jubilee Medical Group, 
Cobblers Hall Vaccine 
Centre, Carers Way, New-
ton Aycliffe, DL5 4SE from 
8am – 4pm.

No appointment is 
required, and anyone eli-
gible who is registered 
with one of the following 
GP practices will be able 
to get their jab.

• Hallgarth, Shildon
• Jubilee Medical Group, 

Newton Aycliffe.
First and second doses 

of the Pfizer vaccine will 
be available to people 
aged 18 and over – sec-
ond doses will only be 
given to people who had 
their first Pfizer dose at 
least 8 weeks ago. 

First and second doses 
of AstraZeneca (AZ) vac-
cine will be available for 
people age 40 and over, 
second doses will only be 
given to people who had 
their first AZ dose at least 
eight weeks ago.

OVER 18S 
DROP-IN 
VACCINE CLINIC

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com COMPETITIVE PRICES

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL2XL TO 8XL

Park right outside 
our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671 

• Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  •  Sat 9am-4pm
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news
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Shildon & District Town 
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As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
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Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 
- Rubber fibreglass flat roofing 

with 20 year guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel 01388 605489
07986 217936

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Died suddenly in 
James Cook Hospital on 

Saturday 3rd July, age 65

A much-loved fiancé of Polly, 
a dad, grandad, brother, 
uncle and much-loved 

friend to many.

Jimmy (James) Dinning

Service will be held at St 
at John’s Church, Shildon, 

on Monday 26th July at 
12 o’clock, followed by 

Shildon Cemetery, West 
Road. Refreshments will 

be held at Shildon Railway 
Institute.

Any donations will go to 
Save Our Stute.

15th July

Henry-George 
Chapman

Love you loads,
Nanna & Grandad

xxx

Happy 6th Birthday to our 
gorgeous good guy

15th July

Henry-George 
Chapman

Love you loads, 
Aunty Kelly & Uncle Mart

xxx

Happy 6th Birthday 
to my little hen

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

Wanted
Household Furniture bought.  
Traditional or modern. Tel 
Ryan on 07860 560295.

that ‘love is love, no mat-
ter what gender or sexu-
ality’.

Last minute hitches 
meant a change to the 
entertainment and stu-
dents were amazed to 
see the staff led group 
on the stage.  

Students and staff 
raised the roof as the 
group performed popu-
lar favourites. 

“It was a day to remem-
ber with fantastic sup-
port from all of the 
Greenfield Community, 
our students should 
be very proud of them-
selves” said Assistant 
Headteacher, Ms Davis.

Greenfield Community 
College is committed to 
equality and diversity 
and supports each and 

every student to realise 
their potential and enjoy 
an outstanding learning 
experience.  

GREENFIELD STUDENTS 
united the whole school 
as they showed their 
support for the LGBT+ 
community, both within 
the school and in the 
wider community. 

The day raised valuable 
funds but most impor-
tantly ensured that stu-
dents were given a voice 
to raise awareness.

The day involved the 
whole school with musi-
cal performances, stalls 
and fundraisers popping 
up around the school.  

Supported by Assis-
tant Headteacher Ms 
Davis, a student-led 
group organised and 
prepared for the occa-
sion by finding fun ways 
to highlight issues, the 
student message was 

GREENFIELD STUDENTS 
SHARE DAY OF PRIDE

The student message was that ‘love is love, no matter what gender or sexuality’.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Grass Cutting from £5
All outdoor work 

undertaken
No job too small

01388 450629
07738 673 201

Friendly, local, reliable service
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organisations who made 
the night possible:  Thank 
you to Jenny Henvey from 
Pretty-Me-Do, Mac Make 
UK, Darlington Chair Cov-
ers, Woodham Golf Club, 
BW Photography, Jeff 
Dobson Marquee Hire, 
Newton Press and the 
Rotary Club for awards.

“It was a lovely evening 
with table service (made 
and served in-house) and 
team challenges, which 
made for a fun event. 

“We wish the Class of 
2021 all the best for the 
future.”

Mrs Butterworth, Year 
11 House Leader said: 
“Please keep in touch and 
always remember you are 
always part of our Green-
field family, take care.” 

If you would like fur-
ther information about 
the school, visit www.
greenfieldschool.net or 
contact the school by 
emailing contact@green-
fieldschool.net or by call-
ing 01325 300378.

CLASS OF 2021 
CELEBRATE END 
OF SCHOOL

FROM PAGE 1
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problem solving, creativity 
and scientific and digital 
enquiry. Our school is a 
fun enjoyable place for 
children to succeed and 
as our last inspection said, 
‘succeed they do!’

“We have always worked 
together in partnership 
with the whole of the Shil-
don community and what 
a great community it is. 

“Shildon is a wonderful 
place to live and work and 
I would like to say a very 
special thank you to each 
and every one of you that 
I have had the privilege of 
working with.

“My heart is full of very 
special Council School/
Thornhill memories that 
will stay with me forever.”

Mrs Green plans to spend 
retirement enjoying time 
with her five dogs and her 
family, and is especially 
looking forward to watch-
ing her son play cricket. 

Life on the farm where 
she lives and breeds horses 
will also keep her busy, and 
she hopes to take part in 
country events such as the 
Yorkshire Show.

The school will be left in 
safe hands of Miss Over-
field, the school’s cur-
rent Reception Teacher, 
Early Years Lead, SENCO 
and Deputy Head, who is 
delighted to be following in 
Mrs Green’s footsteps as 
Head Teacher.

She told the Crier: “I have 
been at the school for 13 
years now and feel very 
privileged about becoming 
the Head Teacher of such a 
wonderful school and our 
amazing pupils.

“I wish Mrs Green a well-
earned retirement and all 
the staff would like to thank 
her for the hard work she 
has put in over the last 24 
years to create such an 
amazing school, where 
children thrive and suc-
ceed.”

On her departure, Mrs 
Green gifted every pupil 
a beautiful leather book-
mark, imprinted with the 
school crest and a poign-
ant quote from AA Milne’s 
Winnie the Pooh: “How 
lucky I am to have some-
thing that makes saying 
goodbye so hard.”

THORNHILL PRIMARY 
School’s renowned head-
teacher is retiring after a 
remarkable 24 years of 
service.

Sally Anne Green came 
to the Shildon school - then 
known as The Council 
School - in 1997, after leav-
ing her role as Deputy Head 
Teacher at Neville’s Cross. 

She has nurtered the 
school from strength to 
strength - with the pri-
mary regularly being rec-
ognised as one of the top 
10% nationally - and has 
overseen the education of 
hundreds of the town’s chil-
dren, delighting in seeing 
former pupils return with 
children of their own.

Writing to parents and 
pupils ahead of her retire-
ment, Mrs Green said:  
“Whilst I am very sad to 

be leaving, I also feel very 
lucky to have been your 
Headteacher for 24 years.

“It was always going to 
be a very difficult decision 
to leave because I have 
always tried to create a 
family feel to the school 
and you are all very much 
like a family to me. 

“Indeed, many current 
parents were children at 
the school and I was their 
Head Teacher. 

“A large number of staff, 
both past and present, 
have worked with me for 
many years and in some 
cases the whole of their 
careers. 

“I know many generations 
of our families, staff and 
community and will miss 
working with every one of 
you enormously.

“Whilst leading and man-
aging the school, I have 
always tried to combine 
excellence in teaching 
with the enjoyment of 
experiences. Combining 
high standards with a 
broad and rich curriculum 
allowing children to expe-
rience the joy of discovery, 

MRS GREEN BIDS A FOND FAREWELL
Sally Anne Green will be retiring from her post as Head Teacher of Thornhill Primary School at the end of August.

SHILDON GARDENS and 
Allotments Guild has 
announced it is closing 
for the forseeable future. 
A general meeting for 
members will be held 
on Sunday, July 25th, at 
10am at the guild’s head-
quarters.

GARDEN GUILD 
GENERAL MEETING

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Dated: 16th July 2021

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council proposes to make an Order under the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit all 
vehicular traffic from proceeding on up to 170m of rear Wesley 
Cres, Shildon to enable new water supply connection works 
to be undertaken. Alt route locally via either from John St via 
Raby Gdns or Church St to side Wesley Cres, and vice versa. 
The maximum duration of the Order is 18 months. The proposed 
works are to commence from 8am on 19/7/21 and are anticipated 
to be completed in 5 days. On occasions, alternative dates for 
closure may be necessary and these will be signed accordingly.

(WESLEY CRESCENT REAR, SHILDON)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2021

AT THE latest draw for 
Shildon AFC Supporters 
Club’s weekly lottery, the 
six numbers drawn were 
1, 8, 13, 14, 15 and 16. 

There was no winner of 
the jackpot, with W Vayro 
winning the £25 consola-
tion prize. 

Next week, players will 
have to choose six num-
bers from 15 remaining 
for a chance to win the 
increased jackpot of 
£650.

LOTTERY RESULT

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

Chiropodist / 
Podiatrist

(Mobile)
HCPC Registered

Fully Insured
Available for home visits

General Foot Care 
Ingrowing Toe Nails | Nail Cuts | 
Verrucae | Corns | Fungal Nail | 

Callus Removal

07980 990 172

THE HOME of Shildon’s 
railway pioneer, Timo-
thy Hackworth, has been 
listed as one of the top 
10% of protected build-
ings in the country.

Soho House, now part 
of Locomotion Museum, 
has been upgraded from 
Grade II to Grade II*, with 
Historic England saying 
it reflects Hackworth’s 
‘huge contribution’ to the 
‘international influence of 
the Stockton & Darlington 
Railway.

The nearby engine shed 
and coal drops have also 
been re-classified as 
Grade II*.

MUSEUM GIVEN 
UPGRADED 
LISTED STATUS
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Shildon Town Council launches their first 'Blooming Best Garden Compe-
tition', and we would like all you green fingered residents, young and old 
to get involved. 
How to enter, simply complete the form below . There are  
8 Categories to enter under, from Best Front Garden, Community and 
Multi-User Gardens, Allotments or Edible Gardens to Building a Bug Ho-
tel, so come on Shildon, show us how your garden grows. 
 
Shildon Town Councillors will be doing walkabouts around the town to 
identify standout gardens they would like to encourage to take part. So 
no matter how big, or small your garden is, we would like to see it, so get 
snapping and share your beautiful green spaces with us. 
The deadline to receive garden entries is , 5.00pm 1st September 2021, 
to ensure we see you garden, allotment, or greenspace at its best.  All 
entrants will receive a Certificate of Merit and  
category winners will receive a Certificate of Excellence along with a 
prize, so dig out your wellies and lets get gardening. 
 
Entering the competition is really easy and can be done by completing 
the form below or online www.shildon.gov.uk together with the photo-
graph of  your garden etc for our judging panel to admire and consider. 
Drop your entry form and a photograph taken this year into the Town 
Council Offices or by post. 
 
Categories 2021 
1. Best Front Garden 
2. Best Back Garden 
3. Best Shop frontage 
4. Best Home Frontage, for houses that open directly onto the street 
5. Best Hidden Garden, for gardens not visible to all 
6. Best Allotment or Edible Garden 
7. Best Community or Multi-Use Garden–Residential and Shared Property 
8. Best Bug Hotel – For our younger gardeners 

Your Name( Required) 
 
 
 

Your Address (required) 
 
 

 
Your Postcode 

 
 

 
The number of the category you are entering 

 
 

 
Contact Telephone Number 

 
 

Don’t forget to include your photograph with the entry form and drop them off at Shildon 
Town Council Offices – Good Luck everyone, and thanks for entering. 

Entry Form Shildon’s Blooming Best Garden Competition  

CATEGORIES FOR the 
Shildon Best Blooming 
Garden Competition 
have been announced, 
with prizes up for 
grabs across the eight 
competition categories.

• Category 1: Best 
Front Garden – £50 
prize money plus a 
GARDENA CleverRoll 
hose trolley set, with 
25m hose and comfort 
multi-sprayer gun, 

plus a hamper of 
garden care products. 

• Category 2: Best 
Back Garden - £50 
prize money plus a 
GARDENA CleverRoll 
hose trolley set with 

25m hose and comfort 
multi-sprayer gun, plus 
a hamper of garden 
care products. 

• Category 3: Best 
Shop Frontage - £50 
prize money plus a 

BLOOMING BEST GARDEN COMPETITION!
GARDENA Balcony 
Box set, planting mat 
and gloves set. 

• Category 4: Home 
Frontage - for 
properties that open 
onto the street – £50 
prize money plus a 
GARDENA Balcony 
box, planting mat and 
gloves set. 

• Category 5: Hidden 
Garden – a space or 
location not visible 
from the street - £50 
prize money plus 
a GARDENA Liano 
Textile 20m hose and 
Comfort Multispray 
gun. 

• Category 6: Allotment 
or Edible Garden – 
£50 prize money plus 
a GARDENA Liano 
Textile 20m hose and 
Comfort Multispray 
gun. 

• Category 7: Community 
/ Multi User Garden -  i.e. 
shared or residential 
accommodation or 
community project – 
£50 prize money plus 
a GARDENA CleverRoll 
hose trolley set with 
25m hose and comfort 
multi-sprayer gun and 
a hamper of garden 
products.  

• Category 8: Best Bug 
Hotel -  the category for 
the younger gardeners 
- a Family Pass for 
Planet Leisure at 
Newton Aycliffe plus 
a GARDENA ClickUp 
Bird feeder. 

The competition 
organisers are also 
offering an extra prize, 
to be awarded to the 
entry the judges agree 
to be best from the 
winners across all 
eight categories, which 
is dinner for two at 
Shildon’s Civic Hall.

There is no charge to 
enter the competition 
and it can be done by 
taking a photograph 
of your entry and 
submitting it using the 
adjacent form, or by 
submitting your entry  
online using the form 
accessible via the Town 
Council’s website or 
social media feeds.

For more information, 
see the news section 
of the Town Council 
website at shildon.gov.
uk.
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Dated: 16th July 2021

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council proposes to make an Order under the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit 
all vehicular traffic from proceeding on 380m of Main St 
between its junctions with Byerley Rd and Church St / Central 
Parade, Shildon to enable carriageway resurfacing works to be 
undertaken. Alt route from the western side of the closure from 
Byerley Rd south and turning east onto Middleton Rd then north 
on St Johns Rd and continuing north west on Central Parade to 
Church St to the eastern side of the closure, and vice versa. The 
maximum duration of the Order is 18 months. The proposed 
works are to commence between 7am and 7pm daily from 18/7/21 
and are anticipated to be completed in 6 days. On occasions, 
alternative dates for closure may be necessary and these will be 
signed accordingly.

C35 MAIN STREET, SHILDON)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2021

funding to stage activi-
ties in their areas. Grants 
have also been allocated 
through AAPs.

The full programme is 
still being finalised, but 
families can look for-
ward to a host of events 
and activities across the 
county - from crafts ses-
sions and performing 
arts, to team sports and 
swimming. Activities will 
all include healthy food 
and will be delivered in 
line with the latest Gov-
ernment coronavirus 
guidelines.

Cllr Ted Henderson, 
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for chil-
dren and young people’s 
services, said: “We know 
the school holidays can 
cause additional finan-
cial pressure for families, 
especially this year when 
the pandemic has sadly 
resulted in people losing 
their jobs or seeing their 
working hours reduced. 
It can also be difficult to 
keep youngsters enter-

tained for such a long 
stretch of time. 

“Our Fun and Food pro-
gramme aims to relieve 
some of that pressure 
by providing free activi-
ties and nutritious food 
to help keep youngsters 
happy and healthy this 
summer. I would encour-
age families to find out 
about what is on offer in 
their area.”

Just some of the activi-
ties on offer include Shil-
don Town Council and 
Shildon Civic Hall Sum-
mer Holiday Activities, 
which take place every 
Wednesday from 11am 
to 12 noon, with sports 
activities in the park fol-
lowed by lunch at the 
Civic Hall and a movie. To 
find out more, visit www.
durham.gov.uk/FunAnd-
Food or call the Families 
Information Service on 
03000 269995.

The website will be 
updated with more activ-
ities throughout the sum-
mer.

A FUN-FILLED summer 
awaits County Durham 
youngsters with more 
than 100 free activities 
with healthy food lined up 
for the school holidays. 

Following on from suc-
cessful schemes over 
Easter and spring half-
term, the Fun and Food 
programme will return 
this summer to offer a 
variety of activities and 
healthy food during the 
school holidays.

The project is being 
delivered by Durham 
County Council with 
support from the local 
authority’s 14 Area Action 
Partnerships (AAPs) and 
a £2.3 million grant from 
the Department for Edu-
cation. It is in response 
to the fact some families 
can struggle to keep chil-
dren fed and entertained 
while they are off school.

Family centres, schools, 
charities, and private 
and voluntary sector 
organisations have been 
encouraged to apply for 

SUMMER OF FUN AWAITS!

Tyler Nichol, nine, and Alana Nichol, 10, from Consett, enjoy feeding some lambs as part of 
Durham County Council’s Fun and Food programme.

UPVC Windows & Doors Installation & RepairsLocal Bookkeepers based in Newton Aycliffe established in 
2005. We are focused on making life easier for small and 

medium self-employed Businesses while offering a range of 
services for all business types.  

We work on a fixed fee basis so there are no hidden costs.

Peter’s Bookkeeping Services Ltd

WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION
Self Employed / Partnerships / Tax Returns 

/ Payroll / VAT / And more! 

Contact us: Tel – 01325790530 / 07533934093
Email – enquiries.petersbookkeeping@gmail.com
Incubation Centre, Office F14, Durham Way South, 

Newton Aycliffe, DL5 6XP

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

Dated: 16th July 2021

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council proposes to make an Order under the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984 as amended, Section 14 (1) to prohibit 
all vehicular traffic from proceeding on Redworth Rd from its 
junction with Royal George Cl to its junction with Darlington Rd 
to enable establishment of a safe working zone while Openreach 
telecoms (clearing of blocked ducts) works are undertaken. Alt 
route will be available from the northern side of the closure 
continuing on Redworth Rd then south westerly on B6282 to 
A6072 then south easterly to the roundabout junction with 
Redworth Rd to the southern side of the closure, and vice versa. 
The maximum duration of the Order is 18 months. The proposed 
works are to commence from 8am to 5pm daily on 4/8/21 and are 
anticipated to be completed in 3 days.  On occasions, alternative 
dates for closure may be necessary and these will be signed 
accordingly.

(REDWORTH ROAD, SHILDON)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2021
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2013, has been absent 
from Hackworth Park 
since March 2020, but 
will be hitting its 348th 
outing on the day of its 
return. 

Since it began it has 
played host to over three 
thousand individual run-
ners who have between 
them clocked up an 
impressive 83,655km.

ON JULY 24th, Hack-
worth parkrun will return 
after a 16-month layoff 
due to the pandemic. 

The free weekly run, 
which started back in 

PARKRUN SET FOR RETURN TO HACKWORTH PARK

Hackworth parkrun has been suspended since the pandemic hit in March 2020. 

Hackworth parkrun, like 
all parkruns, is a friendly 
event where anyone can 
walk, jog or run at their 
own pace. It’s not a race, 
it’s a free weekly timed 

run which combines fit-
ness and social activ-
ities. Anyone can take 
part and take from it what 
they want. 

Everyone is welcome 
and as well as running 
there is also the oppor-
tunity to volunteer at 
parkrun. To make it all 
work, volunteers are 
needed every week to 
cover such roles as mar-
shals, timekeepers and 
barcode scanners. 

If you are interested 
in joining in on a Satur-
day morning, you can 
register on the Hack-
worth parkrun website at  
w w w.park run.org .uk / 
hackworth.

To help celebrate its 
return, the organisers 
have announced that 
there will be cake at the 
finish line!

Participants are 
reminded to print your 
barcode and bring it with 
you as you won’t get your 
time recorded without it.

has already recorded a 
podium finish, coming 
second in latest round 
of the series at Mallory 
Park.

Daniel, who is keen for 
local businesses to get 
in touch for sponsorship 
opportunities, will be 
touring some of the coun-
try’s most iconic racing 

circuits, with the series 
having opened at Snet-
terton and moving on to 
Donington in the next 
round, scheduled for later 
this month on the week-
end of 24th-25th July.

“I’ve fancied racing in 
motorsport for many 
years,” explained Dan-
iel, “whether that be on 

A SHILDON man with 
a passion for racing 
motorcycles is living the 
dream after deciding to 
join the Thundersport GB 
national race series in the 
500cc class this year. 

And just three races 
into his career, Daniel 
Blades, who is originally 
from Bishop Auckland, 

DANIEL RACING TO MOTORSPORT SUCCESS

Daniel Blades (411) in action in the Thundersport GB 500cc series which has a starting grid of 
over 30 racers. 

four  wheels or two. But 
my passion does lie with 
motorcycles.

“Cost, as with many 
other like-minded folk 
has always been the bar-
rier,” he added. 

“A lot of competitors 
start from an early age, 
with their parents having 
been involved in racing 
motorcycles themselves 
and passing it down the 
family tree.

“However, I’ve never 
been around motorcy-
cles growing up, let alone 
being involved in racing.

“It wasn’t until I was 25 
that I got my motorcycle 
licence and the tradi-
tional trend of handing 
down has actually been 
reversed, with my dad 
now holding a motorcycle 
road licence and follow-
ing in my footsteps.”

Daniel attended a week-
end of road racing at 
Oliver’s Mount in Scar-
borough in the 2017/18 
season, where specta-
tors are within metres of 
the bikes racing past.

“It was at that point 
I thought, I want to do 
that,” he said.

“Over the past few years 

I’ve been able to progress 
in my day job, which 
has enabled me to save 
enough funds to get my 
race licence, a race bike 
and some outlay for the 
ongoing costs through-
out the year.

“The CB500 race series 
is very much at the lower 
end in terms of budget, as 
they don’t use as many 
consumables, but I don’t 
think I’ll get much change 
out of £5,000 from this 
year’s racing.”

Costs include entry fees 
for each race, tyres, fuel, 
travel, track days and 
testing.

Hence the reason Dan-
iel is asking personal 
sponsors and local busi-
nesses to contact him if 
they would be interested 
in supporting his racing 
ambitions.

There are several 
options available, includ-
ing advertising on team 
livery, trackside banners 
and online platforms, 
which can be tailored to 
suit any budget.

Anyone interested can  
can contact Daniel in the 
first instance via email at 
dj.blades@yahoo.co.uk.
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Castle from Kirkhale to 
Bamburgh Castle. 

The following weekend, 
Emma Flynn completed 
the Great North 10k in 
59m, once again she was 
delighted to get under the 
one hour mark.

On Saturday, 10th July, 
Cath and Salv lined up 
again for another ultra 
race, the St Cuthbert’s 
Way 45 Mile Race, this 
time accompanied by 
Chris Griffiths. 

Chris crossed the line 
2nd in his age group in 
11 hours and 47 minutes. 

Cath and Salv came home 
together in 16h 19m. 

Cath and Salv were 
delighted to finish, and 
after the race Cath said, 
“Well done to Chris on his 
great time, however the 
100k Race to Castle we 
did two weeks ago defi-
nitely took its toll”.

The following day, Irene 
Ross, Shannon Ross and 
Helen Race continued to 
build the swimming side 
to Shildon Running & Ath-
letic Club, completing the 
Epic One Mile and 500m 
swims at Derwent Water. 

IT HAS been a great start 
to the summer for Shildon 
Running & Athletic Club 
members, with people 
taking on different race 
distances and terrains – 
and even getting into the 
water. 

On Saturday, 26th June, 
long term SRAC member 
and European cross coun-
try multi-medallist, Kate 
Avery, once again put her 
Shildon vest on to qualify 
for the women’s 1500m 
at the British Champion-
ships in Manchester. 

Whilst she didn’t win a 
medal this time, the club 
were delighted to have 
her running in their col-
ours and representing the 
town.

The following day, club 
members undertook the 
Great North Run Retro 
“throwback to 1981”, a vir-
tual race to celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the 
iconic run. 

John Gray, who has 
competed in every single 
GNR, was accompanied 
by Emma Flynn, Chris 
Griffiths, JP Hupin and 
Edelin Bulmer to com-
plete the 13.1 miles. 

Although disappointed 
not to be running it along 
the traditional route, they 
all enjoyed the nostalgia 
of the event. 

Over the same weekend 
Cath and Salv McDonnell 
completed the mammoth 
two-day 100k Race to the 

BRIGHT START TO SUMMER FOR 
SHILDON RUNNING & ATHLETIC CLUB

John Gray after completing his 40th Great North Run, 
supported by other club members.

LAST SATURDAY, Shil-
don Railway Cricket Club 
was due to host league 
leaders Redcar in the 
Darlington Building Soci-
ety North Yorks & South 
Durham Premier Cricket 
League Division 3 fixture 
but unfortunately the 
game was called off, fall-
ing victim to the current 
Covid pandemic. 

A club spokesman 
explained: “On Thursday, 
our opponents, Redcar 
contacted us, stating that 
twelve of their squad of 
players had been con-
tacted via the Track & 
Trace app and therefore 
needed to self- isolate. 

“Apparently, they had all 
been to watch the Eng-
land match together at a 
local pub. 

“The league then can-
celled our game, in line 
with their current covid 
regulations.”

The Railwaymen them-
selves had had to can-
cel Monday’s All Stars 
Cricket, a weekly coach-
ing scheme for young-

sters, when one of their 
coaches was forced into 
self-isolation. 

With the weather having 
put paid to two fixtures 
the previous week, Shil-
don will be hoping for 
better things during the 
coming weeks. 

As the Crier goes to 
press, on Wednesday 
14th July, Barnard Castle 
visit the Hackworth Road 
ground in the next stage 
of the NYSD 100 Compe-
tition and on Saturday 
(17th), Wolviston provide 
the opposition in the next 
league fixture. 

The club was also sad-
dened to hear this week 
of the death of Mr Peter 
Dargue. 

“Peter was a great sup-
porter of the club and 
for many seasons was 
responsible for work on 
the square and outfield 
at the ground,” said a 
spokesperson. “He was 
truly skilled and earned 
a reputation for providing 
some of the best playing 
surfaces in the county.”

COVID CANCELS CRICKET

SHILDON FOOTBALL 
Club is asking people to 
refrain from trespassing 
on the football ground. 

Development work is 
underway at Dean Street 
with new pitchside barri-
ers being erected among 
other preparatory work 
for the new season. 

A spokesperson for the 
club said: “We have had 
to eject groups of young 
people - and some older 
- who have been tres-
passing at the ground 

and playing on the pitch, 
which is currently being 
prepared for our first ever 
season in Tier Four of the 
non-league pyramid. 

“There is a significant 
amount of building works 
taking place at the ground 
at the moment, including 
several deep holes which 
are being dug around the 
perimeter.

“The ground itself is 
locked, yet people are 
climbing perimeter 
fences and walls to gain 

FOOTBALL CLUB WARNS OF TRESPASS DANGERS

OLD SHILDON Homing 
Society has participated 
in three races, recently 
beginning at Maidstone 
on Saturday 25th June.

Smith & Alderson took 
1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th, with 
J M Bell taking 3rd and 
6th places. 

The birds were next lib-
erated from Newark on 

5th July with 1st and 5th 
going to Smith & Alder-
son, 2nd to Gray Bros, 3rd 
& 6th to J M Bell and 4th 
to Stuart & Archbold. 
On 12th July, the birds  
again raced home from 
Maidstone with J M Bell 
taking the top four and 
6th places, with Smith & 
Alderson taking 5th.

HOMING PIGEON RESULTS

unauthorised entry to the 
stadium. 

“Apart from the illegal 
trespassing, which is 
being taken very seri-
ously, all it could take is 
one false step for some-
one to break their leg.

“We would also ask 
parents of young peo-
ple in the town to help 
us by explaining to their 
children that the football 
grround is out of bounds 
except during match and 
event days.”


