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SCHOOLS ACROSS 
County Durham are being 
invited to collaborate 
with children and young 
people from around the 
world to learn, think and 
discuss climate change 
ahead of this year’s United 
Nations Climate Change 
Conference of the Parties 
(COP26). 

Through the ECO2 Smart 
Schools Programme, Dur-
ham County Council is 
working with OASES (Out-
door and Sustainability 
Education Specialists), 
and Durham University to 
produce a series of educa-
tional resources and films 
which schools can access 
to support learning around 
climate change.

The resources explore 
COP26 themes including 
adaptation and mitigation, 
nature, transport, energy 
and finance, as well as 
empowering young peo-
ple to think about their 
own response to climate 
change and share actions 
they are currently doing to 
support this.

Along with receiving 
educational resources 
and the offer of in-school 
support, schools will 
also be invited to attend 
a live virtual ECO2 Smart 
Schools Climate Confer-

CLIMATE 
CHANGE 
CONFERENCE 
FOR SCHOOLS

Cllr Atkinson (left) was joined by a range of multi-agency colleagues on a walk-about of Dean Bank.

THE DURHAM County 
Council Multi-agency 
Dean Bank monthly walk-
abouts returned for the 
first time since March 
2020 and the outbreak 
of the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

Since that date, COVID 
restrictions have made it 
impossible for the walk-

abouts to go ahead, how-
ever with the restrictions 
lifting a little the opportu-
nity to re-start was taken.

DCC wardens and 
officers from DCC’s Clean 
& Green team and Neigh-
bourhood Intervention 
team, along with private 
landlords, were joined by 
Cllr Peter Atkinson. 

The team managed to 
visit most areas of Dean 
Bank and also engage 
with many residents on 
their visit. 

Cllr Atkinson said: “The 
walkabouts are an impor-
tant part of community 
engagement and we hope 
to eventually roll them out 
to the Broom and Ferryhill 

Station areas of Ferryhill.
“In total we came across
seven back yards filled 

with waste; six empty 
houses referrals; five pri-
vate landlord referrals, 
one case of inappropri-
ate graffiti; eight various 
small fly tips; a green area 
(Faraday) in need of repair 
and one fridge.”

DEAN BANK MULTI-AGENCY 
WALKABOUTS RE-START

EST 1898
www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF 
01388 772671  |  Park right outside our 

showroom and shop at your leisure!

ELECTRIC ELECTRIC && MANUAL RECLINER SUITES MANUAL RECLINER SUITES
OV E R 2 0 I N S T O C K FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

chapter@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Ferryhill & Chilton 
Chapter cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:
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www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop
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In Memoriam
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Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email chapter@swd.news.

OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Acknowledgement
 Memoriam   Birthday Memoriam

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post or hand this form into:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH 
Please note: All prices include VAT at standard rate.

Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary
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............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
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Photograph included? (£7.20) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Total (inc. photo): ..........................................
PLEASE NOTE: Cheques should be made payable to: Community Newspaper Support CIC

Contact Name: ...........................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact Number: ........................................................................

Wanted
Household Furniture bought.  
Traditional or modern. Tel 
Ryan on 07860 560295.

Happy 13th Birthday Lula

Lula Dunlavey

Love you so much,
Mam, Granda & Gran

xx

13!

4.7.20
A year today you were sadly 

taken away
But you are in our hearts and 

minds every day

Debra Ann Hughes

Denise, Kenneth & family
xxxxx

7th July 2005
Loving you is easy

I still love you every day
And I know that you still 

love me
When that white feather 

floats my way

James Arthur Rothwell

My love as always,
Lydia

x

7th July 2005
Every time we think of you

Our hearts still fill with pride
Though we will always miss 

you Dad
We know you’re by our side

James Arthur Rothwell

Dean, Jay & Penny
xxx

Passed Away

It is with great sadness I 
announce the peaceful 
passing of my beloved 

mother, Isabella Featonby, 
on 26.06.21, aged 87.

A devoted mother to me, a 
devoted nanna to Charlotte 
and Louise, and great nanna 
to Lewis, Ewan, Jude, Connor 

and Aiden.

Isabella Featonby

Her funeral is on Tuesday 
6th July at Wear Valley 

(Coundon) Crematorium 
at 2.30pm, followed by a 

celebration at Chilton WMC 
for family and friends.

Rest in peace Mam, 
knowing you were loved by 

all the family and friends.
God bless.

xxx

In Memoriam

Grandad Arthur
7th July 2005

Gentle Jesus up above
Give my Grandad 

a great big hug

James Arthur Rothwell

Love you always,
Tegan

xxx

Happy 5th Birthday my 
darling great granddaughter

Rowan Karen 
Neasham Simpson

All the love in the world,
Hugs & kisses,

Great Grandma Norma
xxxxx

Have a great day

Rowan Karen 
Neasham Simpson

Hugs & kisses from 
Grandad John, Great Aunty 

Julie & Uncle Dean
xxxxx

To advertise in the Chapter 
and its sister papers:
T: (01388) 775 896
E: chapter@swd.news
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speech to commence 
proceedings, which was 
followed by a service 
and prayers by Reverend 

Christopher Humble, rep-
resenting the Methodist 
Church. 

At the end of the ser-

TO MARK Armed Forces 
Day, a special service was 
held by Ferryhill Town 
Council on Saturday 26th 

June in the Town Hall gar-
den. 

Town Mayor, Councillor 
David Farry, made a short 

FERRYHILL MARK ARMED FORCES DAY
Ex Rifleman Adam Gray, Ex Bugle Major Garry Suggett, Town Mayor Councillor David Farry and Reverend Christopher Humble 
at this year’s Armed Forces Day Service.

vice, the Armed Forces 
Day Flag was raised by 
Lee Carter, Ex Second 
Battalion Light Infantry, 
to the sound of the bugles 
played by Ex Bugle Major 
Garry Suggett and Ex 
Rifleman Adam Gray.  

The flag was flown in 
unison with other flags 
being raised across the 
United Kingdom, Channel 
Islands and Isle of Man in 
a universal show of sup-
port, honouring Britain’s 
Armed Forces past, pres-
ent and future.

Due to ongoing Covid 
restrictions it was not pos-
sible to invite the wider 
community to attend the 
event, however, the ser-
vice was live-streamed on 
the Town Council’s Face-
book page, where it can 
still be seen.

Town Mayor, Councillor 
David Farry said: “It was 
an honour to take part in 
the Armed Forces Day 
Service. 

“It is very important to 
demonstrate support 
for the men and women 
who make up the Armed 
Forces, and work so tire-
lessly to defend the UK 
and its interests.
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FREE Legal Surgery
Every Thursday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(30 minutes free)
Family and Children - Disputes - Property - Wills  
Powers of Attorney - Commercial - Employment 

Personal Injury - Charities
1 Parker Terrace, Ferryhill, County Durham, DL17 8JY

Please contact the office on 
01740 657444

ferryhill@evansco.co.uk

ASHLEY FAIRHURST, 
aged 31, from the Fer-
ryhill area has recently 
appeared before New-
ton Aycliffe Magis-
trates Court having 
been charged with three 
offences.

He pleaded guilty to 
offences of burglary and 
fraud which relate to an 
incident where Fairhurst 
entered an insecure 
house through a rear door 
and stole the occupant’s 
wallet from inside the 
address. 

He later used the sto-
len bank card to make a 
transaction at a nearby 
store. 

The third offence was 
theft of a motor vehicle, 
when Fairhurst located a 
set of lost keys and used 
them to steal the vehicle, 
which was later recov-
ered by police.

Several other offences 
are still under investiga-
tion. He was remanded 
to prison to appear at 
Durham Crown Court for 
sentencing on 21st July.

FERRYHILL MAN PLEADS 
GUILTY TO TRIO OF OFFENCES

THE ORGANISERS of a 
popular annual music 
festival have taken the 
decision to postpone 
this year’s event.

Durham BRASS was 
due to take place 
across County Durham 
next month, with live 
performances running 
from Wednesday, 14th 
to Sunday 18th July.

However, due to 
uncertainty regarding 
national announce-
ments on Covid restric-
tions and the publica-
tion of safety guidance 
on large scale events, 
Durham County Council 
has decided to post-
pone the event until 
2022.

The festival had been 
planned with Cov-
id-safety measures in 
mind, with a largely 
outdoor programme 
and social distancing 
arrangements. And, 
although it had been 
hoped that national 
restrictions would have 
been further eased on 
21st June, the council’s 
plans complied with 
current rules, meaning 
it had been felt that 
the festival could still 

go ahead despite the 
Government’s decision 
to delay Stage 4 of its 
roadmap out of lock-
down.

The council has been 
monitoring sector guid-
ance and local condi-
tions closely and, with 
the current lack of 
clarity around safety 
measures at large-
scale events, it is no 
longer felt that it would 
be possible to host the 
festival in a safe and 
enjoyable way on the 
planned dates.

The festival was due to 
include performances 
by Richard Hawley and 
the NASUWT River-
side Band, Field Music, 
The Trevor Horn Band, 
CBeebies Band Jam 
star YolanDa Brown and 
a host of street bands.

The council will con-
tinue to monitor Gov-
ernment guidance and 
local circumstances as 
planning continues for 
its other festivals and 
events.

Everyone who has 
a ticket for a BRASS 
event will be contacted 
over the course of the 
next week.

BRASS FESTIVAL POSTPONED

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

Another man was also 
found to be in breach of 
an RSPCA disqualifica-
tion order when he was 
stopped whilst one driver 
decided to start a pursuit 
when officers asked him 
to pull over for not wearing 
his seatbelt. He was later 
arrested for dangerous 
driving.

Reflecting on the results, 
strategic Inspector Dave 
Williams, from Cleveland 
and Durham Specialist 
Operations Unit, said: 
“Thankfully no one was 
injured as a result of these 
drivers’ behaviours but it 
could have been a whole 
different story, espe-
cially where children are 
involved.

“In a crash you would be 
twice as likely to die with-
out wearing a seatbelt and 
not doing so not only puts 
you at risk, but your pas-
sengers and other road 
users as well.

“All too often our roads 
policing officer’s deal with 
collisions where seatbelts 
have not been worn, and 

they have to deliver the 
horrendous news to a fam-
ily that their loved one has 
been killed.

“The fact that their life 
may have been saved had 
they been wearing a seat-
belt causes further heart-
break.

“The results of this cam-
paign further prove that 
people are still putting 
their lives in danger, more 
than 30 years after seat-
belts were made a legal 
requirement. This is not 
acceptable and we will 
continue to educate and 
enforce, where necessary, 
to save as many lives as 
we can.

“Please take that extra 
30 seconds to put your 
seatbelt on. It could save 
your life.”

Failure to wear a seatbelt 
carries a fine of £100. If 
prosecuted, the maximum 
fine could be anything up 
to £500.

To find out more about 
seatbelt legislation visit 
Seat belts: the law - GOV.
UK (www.gov.uk).

A GRANDAD putting his 
grandchildren at risk, a 
man banned from keep-
ing animals and a driver 
who started a dangerous 
pursuit – just some of the 
drivers flouting seatbelt 
laws recently.

The trio were amongst 
the 89 drivers who were 
stopped as part of the 
national seatbelt cam-
paign which ran from May 
31st to June 13th, sup-
ported by officers from 
the Cleveland and Durham 
Specialist Operations 
Unit.

The grandad was one 
of three people issued 
fixed penalty notices for 
not making sure children 
in their vehicles were not 
suitably restrained wear-
ing the appropriate seat-
belts.

In his case it was worried 
members of the public 
who reported their con-
cerns through the force’s 
Keep in the Know service 
after regularly witnessing 
the man driving them to 
school without proper car 
seats which are vital in 
case of a crash.

POLICE URGE DRIVERS TO BUCKLE UP
89 drivers were stopped in the area as part of a national seatbelt campaign.



5

Friday 2nd July 2021 For more news from Ferryhill, Chilton and South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

Gordon Fletcher 
& sons

Independent Family Funeral Directors

Spennymoor: Charles Street, DL16 7LG
CALL 01388 420276

Ferryhill: Lazarus House, Linden Road, DL17 8BD
CALL 01740 650558

Newton Aycliffe: Cobblers Hall, DL5 4SE
CALL 01325 319519

24-hour personal service
Private Chapels of Rest
Mercedes Benz Fleet

Bespoke Funeral Plans
Never knowlingly undersold

DO YOU know someone 
who has gone that extra 
mile to help their com-
munity? If so, then Ferry-
hill Town Council want to 
hear from you!

Nominations are invited 
for those unsung heroes 
who contribute so much 
towards improving their 
local community. 

If you know a resident 
who has performed 
some act of kindness; 
helped in some way to 
benefit others living in 
the town, or carried out 
any action, which has 
achieved success in any 
field, then why not nom-
inate them for a Civic 
Award? 

The Civic Awards are 
the perfect opportunity 

to officially recognise 
the commitment and 
hard work of the town’s 
most deserving resi-
dents.

Nomination Forms are 
available online on the 
Town Council’s Face-
book page and website.  
All applications must be 
emailed to:

kyounghusband@fer-
ryhill.gov.uk by no later 
than Monday, 2nd August 
2021.  

Anyone unable to down-
load the application form 
should email Karen Youn-
ghusband at the above 
address with their con-
tact details and details 
of their nomination i.e. 
contact details for the 
person being nominated, 

with an explanation of 
why they should receive a 
Civic Award. 

Please note that nomi-
nees must be unpaid for 
the work that they are 
being nominated for.

Awards are ordinarily 
presented at an Awards 
Presentation Evening 
later in the year.  The 
Town Council will con-
tinue to follow Govern-
ment advice regarding 
Covid, and will announce 
further details about how 
the awards will be pre-
sented in due course.

For more information 
about the Civic Awards 
please email Karen Youn-
ghusband using the pre-
viously mentioned email 
address.

NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR 
FERRYHILL CIVIC AWARDS

FERRYHILL CIVIC AWARD 2021 
 NOMINATION FORM 

 

I hereby nominate the following person for a Civic Award: 
 
Name: ………….……………………………………………………………….............................. 
 
Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Tel: …………………………………… Email Address: …………………………………………  
 
Please provide details in the space below regarding why you feel a Civic Award should be 
presented in this case  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Number of years your nominee has provided this service ………………………… 
 
Please provide any other information relevant to this application in the space provided    
below (continue on a separate sheet if required)  
 
…………………………………………………………………….........…………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
I certify that the details given are correct, that I have not been influenced or canvassed in any 
way and that the person nominated has no knowledge of the application.  I understand that all 
matters relating to the nomination are confidential and that, should the nomination fail, it may be  
re-submitted after the expiry of twelve months. 
 
PROPOSER DETAILS:  
 
Name: (Please print your name) ……………………………… Signature: ……………………… 
 
Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Tel: …………………………………… Email Address: …………………………………………  
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM BY EMAIL TO KAREN YOUNGHUSBAND, BY NO LATER THAN   
MONDAY, 2ND AUGUST 2021 

AT: 
 

kyounghusband@ferryhill.gov.uk 
 

Your personal information will be held and used in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998.  The Council will 
not disclose such information to any unauthorised person or body but where appropriate will use such information in 

carrying out its various functions and services 

John Vayro
Painter & Decorator

Tel:Tel:  07599 600 55607599 600 556
Local ly  BasedLocal l y  Based

All aspects of  painting & 
decorating undertaken

Free Estimates
Over 10 years experience
Friendly, reliable service

MEIKLES SOLICITORS
8 North Street, Market Place, Ferryhill

Telephone : 01740 652811
Email : ferryhillreception@

meikles-solicitors.co.uk
FOR ALL LEGAL MATTERS

Accident and Injury Claims – Employment
House Sales & Purchases – Wills and Probate

Child Care Cases – Matrimonial – Crime
Established over 75 years

07733 555 330
01740 656 356

ANDREW HEAVISIDE EPS
Domestic/Commercial electrical work 
carried out in your home or workplace. 
Approved installer of electric vehicle 
charging points. Inspection & Testing 

Clean, Friendly, Reliable service. 
Customer satisfaction No.1 priority.

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979
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What a tweet! 
Last Saturday, 19th June, I heard and noticed two 
unusual birds in my garden in Chilton, near the Working 
Men’s Club.
The first was a Jay - which is a woodland, not a garden 
bird; whilst the second was a Ring Necked Parakeet; 
which became naturalised in the UK in the 1970s. I had 
heard of these in Manchester and Leeds; but not heard 
of their presence in this area.
I managed a picture of the Jay through my kitchen 
window; and the parakeet, on the top corner of the 
roof, from within the back garden.
Most surprising to see both of these on the same day 
in the same place.

Ian Hamilton, Chilton

Letters to the Editor...
Email: chapter@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter, 3-4 First Floor 
Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

Established 1982www.walkertyres.co.uk

Great Deals on New Tyres 
Free Fitting, New Valve, Balance and Scrap Disposal

Huge Selection of Quality Used Tyres for Car, Van and 4x4

Spennymoor 01388 811468
Mobile Tyre Fitting (07931 526 741)

Alignment, Servicing, Brakes, Exhausts, Springs, 
Shock Absorbers, Batteries etc. 

All major credit cards accepted

Walker Tyres Ltd, Compound 4, Tudhoe Ind. Est. DL16 6TL

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 
- Rubber fibreglass flat roofing 

with 20 year guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel 01388 605489
07986 217936

ence event this October 
where they will be able to 
ask questions of experts 
from Durham University, 
as well as hear from David 
Saddington, a former Dur-
ham University student 
who now works for the 
government on climate 
policy. At the conference 
sessions, pledges from 
pupils and their asks of 
their school, local author-
ities and COP26 itself will 
be collated.

The conference, a col-
laboration between Dur-
ham University’s Energy 
Institute, Durham County 
Council and OASES, will 
educate and inform on the 

issues being debated at 
this year’s COP26 confer-
ence, which takes place in 
November. 

Over 60 schools in 
County Durham have 
already signed-up to 
receive resources, with 
more confirming each day.

What initially started as 
a small idea to support 
County Durham schools 
has grown into a massive 
and exciting international 
project with schools from 
India, Russia, Germany, 
France, Mexico, Australia, 
Hungary, Tanzania and the 
United States taking part.

County Durham schools 
will be partnered with 
international schools in 
small clusters to learn 
about how schools from 
around the world are expe-
riencing and adapting to 
climate change and what 
changes they would like 
to see at their schools and 
on a national and global 
scale to support climate 
change.

For more information 
on Durham County Coun-
cil’s response to climate 
change, please visit www.
durham.gov.uk/climat-
echange.

CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE
FROM PAGE 1
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poetry corner
Food For Thought

By John Harbron

With so much rationed after the war
We had spam fritters and so much more

Tripe and onions could be a treat
But sugar was scarce and so was meat.

There was fish and chips, the Co-Op too,
Spanish dips that we could chew.

Allotment gardens where we could grow
Veg and salad our dads would sow.

Partridge and pheasant, we would claim
Poaching for food was fair game.

Feeding families on what dads could earn
They didn’t have much money to burn.

Times were tough but we made it through
No such thing as cordon bleu

Corned beef sarnies for Sunday tea
Kept us going, you and me

Clothing too was still on ration
But didn’t stop the march of fashion.

On July the fourth of ‘54
Rations ended and were no more.

The moral of the tale I tell
Live for today and live it well!

Community Connector. 
The funding will enable 

the organisation to sup-
port an additional mem-
ber of staff and ensure 
training is up to date for 
all staff. 

This will result in the 
service users receiving 
the care and support they 
need to fulfil their true 
potential and motivate 
the Endeavour team in 
their hard work. 

ENDEAVOUR WOODCRAFTS 
have expressed their 
appreciation to County 
Durham Community 
Foundation (CDCF) for 
supporting them with 
funding from the NHS 

ENDEAVOUR SAY THANK YOU TO CDCF
Service users at Endeavour Woodcraft were extremely grateful for the funding support from  
County Durham Community Foundation.

RS20/21/348

Clerk to the Corporation 
Permanent position (11 hours per week)

Salary scale fixed point 37 (£35,318.92 pro rata)
Bishop Auckland College is seeking to appoint a meticulous, well-organised and responsive individual to the role of Clerk to Corporation.

This is a stand-alone position that reports directly into the Chair of the Corporation. The main purpose of this role is to provide independent 
advice, guidance and support to the Corporate Board on a range of matters regarding the operation of its powers; procedural matters; the 

conduct of its business and matters of governance practice. 
The successful candidate will be responsible for administrative activities such as meeting planning, developing Board agendas, and 

producing minutes and action plans, whilst also liaising directly with senior staff members and members of the Corporation on a range of 
regulatory and constitutional issues.

It is essential that applicants have a minimum of a level 3 qualification in a relevant area, relevant governance qualification or be willing 
to complete this within 2 years of appointment and have relevant professional experience in a comparable role.  Applicants will also be 

reliable, be able to work flexible hours and be available for all Corporation and Committee meetings and events.  All successful candidates 
will have excellent minute-taking and advanced IT skills and be adept at building relationships at all levels in order to facilitate desired 

outcomes.
Ideally you will have a good understanding of the legal and policy framework within which a further education college operates and be able 

to advise colleagues with knowledge and confidence.  Ideally candidates will be a member of the Chartered Governance Institute.  
            

For further details and an application form please email:  katie.hinch@bacoll.ac.uk
Closing date for receipt of application is: Monday 19 July 2021 at 12 noon.

At Bishop Auckland College we are committed to and value equality of opportunity, inclusion and diversity.
The College has a day nursery open to the general public, students and staff.

Bishop Auckland College is committed to the safeguarding and welfare of all learners and any offer of employment will be subject to receipt 
of a satisfactory enhanced DBS disclosure as well as other required pre-employment checks. 
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NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Four generations together: great-grandson Regan Goundry, grandaughter Sonya Goundry, Vera and her daughter, Margaret.

HAPPY HUNDREDTH BIRTHDAY, VERA!
SPENNYMOOR’S VERA 
Tolley was joined by family 
members earlier this month 
for a day of celebration to 
mark her 100th birthday 
on 11th June, reports local 
journalism student, Josie 
Eldridge. 

At 10am, she gathered 
with friends and family 
in the café of the Bishop 
Auckland’s M&S store, 
where her granddaughter, 
Sonya Goundry, is a man-
ager. 

The party included bacon 
sandwiches, followed by 
tea and cake and some 
members of the group 
donated to the store’s 
chosen charity this year, 
the Solan Connor Fawcett 
Family Cancer Trust. 

Her day continued with 
a bouquet presentation by 
Spennymoor Mayor, Cllr 
Neil Foster, at home in the 
afternoon and carried on 
into the evening at Ferryhill 
Bowls Club, where Vera is 
its oldest member. 

The evening event was 
attended by the Mayor of 
Ferryhill, Cllr Dave Farry 
who presented Vera with a 
bouquet on behalf of Ferry-
hill Town Council and was 
joined by former mayor Cllr 
Joe Makepeace, who had 
previously raised £440.50 
to present to the indoor 
club. 

Vera has been a member 
of the club since 2014 and 
had played both indoor and 

outdoor bowls from retiring 
at 60 until the age of 90. 

She had previously been 
a member of the Spenny-
moor Women’s club until 
its closure.

Vera, who said her life was 
filled with “care and love, 
I’ve just had everything,” 
was born in Stanley in 1921, 
the young sister of three 
older brothers, Tom, Eddie 
and Stan. Eddie sadly died 
of meningitis when he was 
just  two years old.  

She attended school in 
Easington before joining 
the war effort at 20, when 
she was drafted in 1941 
to work in Manchester 
assembling the fuselages 
of Lancaster Bombers. 

The planes were tough 
competition for German 
forces said Vera: “They 
were wonderful planes 
when they were all made. 

“After the first one was 
made they sent it out [to 
the hangar] for people to 
see, and then the Germans 
came over and bombed it.” 

Her daughter Margaret 
said she was so proud of 
her work that she has a pic-
ture of one of the planes at 
home. 

She worked there for 
four years, meeting her 
husband, John, from Spen-
nymoor who was in the 
RAF through the Salvation 
Army. 

They married in February 
1945 when she was 24, and 

lived in the Bristol area for 
a while with permission to 
live outside the barracks as 
a married couple.  

When John was dis-
charged from the army they 
resettled in Spennymoor, 
where he started a job as 
a furniture polisher for Ten-
man’s factory. 

The couple were married 
for 62 years until John 
passed away aged 87 in 
2007. 

Vera described him as 
“Wonderful, I couldn’t have 
had a better husband. 
Everybody spoke well of 
him.” 

An avid dancer, Vera 
attended the Doris Spence 
Dance School at Spen-
nymoor Town Hall, now 
the Richardson School of 
Dance. 

Vera and John were 
friendly with the instruc-
tors, Doris and Tommy 
Richardson, and their 
daughter Margaret later 
joined the dance school. 

They danced socially at 
Tudhoe Club on weekends, 
and would often travel 
to watch competitions in 
Blackpool and other festi-
vals. 

Her favourite musicians 
of the time were James 
Last, Joe Loss and Victor 
Sylvester.

Very family-oriented, Vera 
described the birth of her 
daughter, granddaughter 
and later the birth of her 

great-grandson Regan, 17, 
as the best moments of her 
life. 

She said, “If I’m alright, 
they’re alright, if they’re 
alright, I’m alright.”

Sonya added that “she 
doted on me and now she 
dotes on Regan”. 

The family enjoyed holi-
days, and Vera’s favourite 
trip was to Florida in 2007. 
Regan was 5 at the time, 
and Sonya said it was “just 
special”. 

Vera prides herself on her 
work ethic: “You get noth-
ing for nothing,” she says. 
“You have to have a good 
life, work hard and  enjoy it.” 

After moving back to 
Spennymoor, Vera started 
at the London Newcastle 
Tea Company, followed 
by Seamans factory. She 
then worked at Black and 
Decker after it opened until 
she retired. 

After retirement, she 
worked at Crown Jewellers 
under the Town Hall.

She currently lives in her 
own home with care from 
family and has been in 
good health throughout 
her life. She still enjoys 
the odd brandy on a 
weekend, sometimes in a 
cocktail. 

Her advice to younger 
generations on living a 
good life is “just to keep 
happy, and do what you 
want to do. Look after 
yourself, and keep well.”

Need to contact 

the Chapter?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: chapter@swd.news


