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BISHOP AUCKLAND’S 
Food Festival and Kynren  
have been cited as two of 
the shining attractions in 
County Durham’s bid to 
become 2025 UK City of 
Culture.  

Following the 
announcement that, for 
the first time, groups of 
towns are able to work 
together to submit a joint 
bid, Bishop Auckland’s 
already internationally 

reknowned attractions 
are expected to help Cul-
ture Durham in its efforts 
to secure the City of 
Culture status in a year 
that has significant reso-
nance across the county.

The initial bid is being 
submitted by Durham 
County Council on behalf 
of Culture Durham, a 
partnership of organisa-

BISHOP AUCKLAND CITED IN COUNTY 
DURHAM UK CITY OF CULTURE BID

Bishop Auckland Food Festival and Kynren were cited as attractions which qualify County Durham for the City of Culture accolade. 

PEOPLE IN Bishop Auck-
land and across County 
Durham are being asked 
to check that they are 
correctly registered to 
vote.

As part of Durham 
County Council’s annual 
canvass, households 
will soon receive a form 
asking them to check 
the information currently 
held on the electoral reg-
ister.

The annual canvass 
enables the council to 
ensure the electoral reg-
ister is kept up to date, 
identifying any residents 
who are not registered to 
vote so that they can be 
encouraged to do so.

Although the majority 
of households will not 
have to take action this 
year if their details are 
correct, it is important 
that everyone follows the 
instructions on the form 

CALL TO 
CHECK VOTER 
REGISTRATION 
DETAILS
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Pass + 
Driving School
30 years experience
High Pass RAte

** Special Offer **
4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on

07989 802481

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting 

- Electrical Installation, 
NAPIT Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

For classified advertising:
01388 775896 | 07909 992731 
or email bishop@swd.news

Wanted
Household Furniture bought. 
Traditional or modern. Tel 
Ryan on 07860 560295.

Classifieds Line ads and personal notices ...

memory of PC Jonathan 
Green who died in a road 
traffic collision on his 
way home from work in 
Barnard Castle in 2004. 
He was only 23.

All proceeds will go to 
the COPS charity which is 
dedicated to helping the 
families of police officers 
and police staff who have 
lost their lives on duty.

Last week PC Maddi-
son’s wife, Barbara Mad-
dison and PC Green’s 
parents, Lynn and Alan 
Green, visited the con-
stabulary HQ to meet the 
cyclists and CC Jo Farrell.

Speaking about the 
event, Mrs Green, of 
Darlington, said: “I think 
it’s brilliant. Jonathan 
was one of the youngest 
recruits and loved his job.

“He would be turning 40 
on Saturday so it’s par-

ticularly poignant that 
he’s being remembered 
at this event too.”

Mrs Maddison, of 
Bishop Auckland, will be 
attending the event with 
her daughter Andrea.

She said: “I’m really 
touched that they’re 
cycling in memory of 
Keith and it’s just so nice 
that he’s being remem-
bered and continues to 
be remembered by the 
force.”

Insp Turner, 52, said: 
“Personally it’s a privi-
lege to be able to cycle on 
behalf of Keith. 

“I remember him when 
I was young in service 
so it’s a real honour and 
it will be something I will 
remember for the rest of 
my life.”

Sgt Tate, 47, added: “I 
have never ridden more 

HEROIC DURHAM officers 
who died while protecting 
the public, including DC 
James Porter who was 
killed in Bishop Auckland,   
will be commemorated as 
colleagues cycle to a spe-
cial ceremony to unveil a 
national memorial in their 
honour this weekend.

Sergeant Pete Tate, 
Inspector Ed Turner and 
call handler Michael 
Wallace will be partici-
pating in the UK Police 
Unity Tour which involves 
cycling 180 miles from 
York to the National 
Memorial Arboretum, in 
Staffordshire, from July 
30th to August 1st.

A new UK Police Memo-
rial which honours the 
courage and sacrifice of 
all those from across the 
police service who have 
dedicated their lives to 
protecting the public will 
be unveiled at the site.

Durham Chief Consta-
ble, Jo Farrell and other 
dignitaries will join some 
of the families of those 
who have fallen who 
will also be welcoming 
the hundreds of riders  
completing their charity 
cycle in time for a special 
remembrance service.

Sergeant Tate, Inspec-
tor Turner and Mr Wallace 
will each be cycling in 
memory of a Durham col-
league who has died in 
the line of duty while  rais-
ing funds for the Care of 
Police Survivors (COPS) 
charity.

Sgt Tate will be cycling 
in memory of DC James 
Porter who was tragically 
shot and killed whilst 
confronting suspects 
from an armed robbery in 
Bishop Auckland in 1982. 
He was just 31.

Insp Turner is raising 
funds in memory of PC 
Keith Maddison, 46. He 
collapsed and died on 
duty whilst chasing two 
suspects in 1997.

Mr Wallace is riding in 

RIDERS TO COMMEMORATE FALLEN COLLEAGUES

Left to right: Sgt Pete Tate, Inspector Ed Turner and call handler, Michael Wallace.

than 45 miles on a bike so 
it will be a real challenge 
but it feels really special 
to be a part of.”

Mr Wallace, 33, said 
training had been par-
ticularly tough as he 
spends most of his time 
at work sat down but he 
was delighted to join the 
team for such a special 
occasion.

Each cyclist has set up 
a JustGiving fundraising 
page and all donations no 
matter how small will be 
greatly appreciated.

The make a donation, 
search the site for “Peter 
Tate” or “Edward Turner” 
or “Michael Wallace” 
along with the phrase “is 
fundraising for Care of 
Police Survivors”.
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events activities planned 
to take place between 
now and 2025, including:
• The 200th anniversary 

in 2025 of the first pas-
senger railway, created 
by George and Robert 
Stephenson’s line and 
starting in Shildon; 

• The 2025 launch of the 
1950s town at Beamish 
Museum;

• A programme of events 
around the display of 
the Lindisfarne Gospels 
in the north east;

• Opening of a new dedi-
cated history centre for 
the county in 2023;

• Relaunch of Redhills, 
the Pitmens’ Parliament 
and home of the Dur-
ham Miners’ Associa-
tion, in 2023;

• International artistic 
collaborations with new 
and contemporary art-
ists across genres;

• Cultural and communi-
ty-based events, activi-
ties and initiatives;

• Projects that will use 
digital technology to 
create and inform cul-
tural experiences.
Sarah Price, Head of 

Locomotion in Shildon 
said: “We are absolutely 
delighted to support this 
bid. 

“It was almost 200 years 
ago that Locomotion No.1 
set off from Shildon and 
steamed into history. 

“The eyes of the world 
were on Durham and the 
North East then, and we 
want to make sure that 
they’re on us again in 
2025. 

“To support this bid we 
will have a new building 
on site creating one of 
the largest collection of 
rail vehicles in the UK and 
we intend to use that as a 
platform to tell this really 
exciting global story of 
how the railways trans-
formed the North East 
and the world.

 “It has been a hard year 
and this bid has come at 
the perfect time to reener-
gise people. 

“We know our visitors 
are really excited to be 
back here and to all muse-
ums in the region, and the 
bid to become the County 
of Culture is the perfect 
way to put a seal on the 
last 18 months.”

Cllr Elizabeth Scott, 
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for econ-
omy and partnerships, 
said: “We are submitting 
this bid in the hope that 
everyone across County 
Durham can benefit – and 
that those benefits will 
also be felt right across 
the wider region. 

“We really want to secure 
UK City of Culture not just 
for County Durham, but 
for the entire north east, 
highlighting the work that 
is already going on across 
the region to make culture 
accessible to all.”

Six locations will be 
shortlisted in September 
by an 11-member national 
panel. They will then have 
until January 2022 to 
submit their full bids. The 
successful city will be 
announced in May 2022.

tions, including Beamish 
Museum, Durham Cathe-
dral, Durham University 
and Locomotion. 

The partnership is also 
backed by businesses.

Uniquely, the bid aims 
to secure the title for Dur-
ham – both the county 
and the city – meaning 
people and communities 
across the county would 
benefit from a national 
spotlight being turned on 
the area’s vast and varied 
landscape, heritage and 
cultural offer. 

Those involved in the 
bidding process believe 
that success would bring 
a significant increase 
in visitor numbers to 
the area and increased 
investment, with the 
opportunity to create and 
develop new economic 
and employment oppor-
tunities.

Alongside a UNESCO 
world heritage site; a 
globally renowned univer-
sity and the North Pen-
nines Area of Outstand-
ing Natural Beauty, which 
is also a UNESCO Global 
Geopark, County Durham 
already boasts a grow-
ing calendar of events 
including Lumiere, Kyn-
ren, Seaham and Bishop 
Auckland Food Festivals, 
Durham Book Festival, 
Durham BRASS and first 
class cricket.

These fantastic attrac-
tions will be boosted over 
the coming years, with a 
wide range of additional 

CITY OF CULTURE BID INCLUDES BISHOP
FROM PAGE 1

Members of the bidding partnership outside the replica of Leeholme Welfare Hall, which forms the 
centrepice of the 1950s village at Beamish, and will be completed in time for the 2025 City of Culture.

CAR SALES & VEHICLE SERVICES

QUALITY USED CARS
Finance arranged | Comprehensive Warranties

AA Breakdown Cover 
All vehicles sold with fresh Service & MOT

SERVICES FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS
MOT Testing Class 4, 5 & 7

Vehicle Diagnostics | Brakes | Clutches
Timing Belts | Van Hire | Courtesy Cars

Local Collection & Drop-off

St Helen Auckland, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT 
Main                      Sales

01388 605080 | 07582 570308
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

We cater for HGV & PSV Operators
Inspections | Tachographs | Break Testing

NOW THAT the lockdown 
restrictions have been 
eased, the Bishop Auck-
land Town Team volun-
teers are now planning a 
number of events to help 
bring footfall back into 
the town. 

The first event will be 
Buses Thru The Ages and 
will take place on Sunday 
15th August in Bishop 
Auckland Market Place 
from 10am will 4pm. 

The event will be in part-
nership with The North 
East Bus Preservation 
Trust and will feature 
a selection of classic 
buses on display includ-
ing United, OK Motor 
Services, The Eden and 
Lockeys. 

Peter Elliot from the 
NEBPT said; “There will 
be 2 vintage buses doing 
free tours of the town. 

One of the buses will 
leave the Market Place 

TOWN TEAM EVENTS RETURN
Buses Thru the Ages will take place on Sunday 15th August.

and go via the Bus Sta-
tion, along Newgate 
Street to the Train Sta-
tion. 

“The other will leave the 
Market Place and travel 
through Cockton Hill, Tin-
dale Crescent, St Helens 
Auckland and to the old 
Eden Bus Garage in West 
Auckland.” 

These free tours will 
run throughout the 
day (donations can be 
accepted on-board) 

Clive Auld, Chair of the 
Events Team, added; “It’s 
great that we can now 
get back to organising 
events for the people 
of the town.  During the 
lockdown the team we 
meeting regular to keep 
in touch with each other 
and now that the restric-
tions have ended we want 
to get back to what we 
do best, putting on great 
popular events.” 
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which was set to be 
broadcast live on the 
authority’s YouTube 
channel, will remain avail-
able to the public to view 
afterwards.  

Invites to the meeting, 
on Wednesday 28th July, 
went to key stakehold-
ers: the DLI Trustees, the 
Army Museums Ogilby 
Trust, the Faithful Dur-
hams, the National Lot-
tery Heritage Fund, the 
National Army Museum, 
the National Archives, 
Arts Council England and 
the Veterans Group.

There was an opportu-
nity for members of the 
board to comment and 
to ask questions on all 
information presented; 
following which they will 
identify and agree key 
issues for inclusion in 
a report which will go to 
the council’s Cabinet in 
September for a decision.

The council’s Cabi-
net members were also 
invited to the meeting 
to give them the oppor-
tunity to hear the views 
of board members and 
stakeholders.

A summary of the key 
issues identified at the 
board meeting will also 

be reported to the Sep-
tember Cabinet meeting 
to ensure members of 
that are fully informed in 
any decision-making.

Cllr Craig Martin, Chair 
of the Corporate Over-
view and Scrutiny Man-
agement Board, said: “We 
recognise the importance 
of the Durham Light 
Infantry to our county 
and the great regard in 
which its history is held. 

“We also fully under-
stand the desire for 
the DLI Collection and 
Archive to be as accessi-
ble to as many people as 
possible.

“We are pleased to be 
in a position to invite key 
stakeholders to come 
along and present their 
views as part of the 
review process. 

“They can be assured 
myself and colleagues on 
the Corporate Overview 
and Scrutiny Manage-
ment Board will be taking 
on board everything they 
are saying when consid-
ering and formulating our 
response to Cabinet.”

The meeting was sched-
uled to take place in 
the council chamber at 
County Hall at 1.30pm.

COUNCILLORS AND 
stakeholders are to be 
given the opportunity to 
contribute to a review of 
the future of the Durham 
Light Infantry (DLI) Col-
lection and Archive.

Durham County Council 
was scheduled to hold a 
meeting this week, as the 
Bishop Press was going to 
print, at which its mem-
bers and invited inter-
ested parties were given 
the chance to feed into 
the review of options for 
the display and storage 
of the collection, and the 
former museum building 
and grounds.

The council’s Cabi-
net agreed at a meeting 
last month that officers 
undertake a review of 
all options for the dis-
play and storage of the 
collection and archive, 
which comprise more 
than 200,000 historic 
documents and 15,000 
objects, as well as the 
museum building and 
grounds. 

Cabinet agreed to ask 
for a report to be pre-
pared and brought back 
to councillors by Septem-
ber.

This week’s meeting, 

TALKS ON FUTURE OF DLI COLLECTION 

Cllrs Craig Martin (left) and Chris Lines (right), Chair and Vice Chair of the Corporate Overview and 
Scrutiny Management Board respectively.

UPVC Windows & Doors Installation & RepairsLocal Bookkeepers based in Newton Aycliffe established in 
2005. We are focused on making life easier for small and 

medium self-employed Businesses while offering a range of 
services for all business types.  

We work on a fixed fee basis so there are no hidden costs.

Peter’s Bookkeeping Services Ltd

WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION
Self Employed / Partnerships / Tax Returns 

/ Payroll / VAT / And more! 

Contact us: Tel – 01325790530 / 07533934093
Email – enquiries.petersbookkeeping@gmail.com
Incubation Centre, Office F14, Durham Way South, 

Newton Aycliffe, DL5 6XP
07518 117 486
07825 345 427

General Cleaning,
Shopping services

& Dog Walking

No Job Too Big  
or Too Small

Little Linda & Little Kev

The Cleaners

Family run business

THE THIRD concert in 
Bishop Auckland Music 
Society’s 2021 Concert 
Series will take place on 
Friday, 20th August at 
7.30pm in the Methodist 
Church (opposite Bishop 
Auckland hospital).

 Katherine Bryer (oboe) 
and Irena Radic (piano)
will perform works by 
Poulenc, Schumann and 
Rachmaninoff amongst 
others.

Katherine completed 
her degree at the Royal 
Academy of Music in 2017, 
continuing her studies on 

THIRD BAMS 2021 CONCERT
Oboeist, Katherine Bryer is a Royal Academy of Music graduate.

the Academy’s Master of 
Arts course, from which 
she graduated in 2019. 

She has appeared with 
orchestras including BBC 
Symphony Orchestra, 
Philharmonia Orchestra 
and London Philhar-
monic.

Advance tickets for the 
concert are priced at £14 
and available from Broth-
erton’s Music (opposite 
Morrisons) or Brian Varley 
(01388 606075)

Tickets can also be pur-
chased on the evening at 
the door priced at £16.
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collided with a stationary 
police car that had been 
waiting ahead of the pur-
suit at the junction with 
Oak Avenue.

A police volunteer pho-
tographer, who was a pas-
senger in the vehicle, cap-
tured the moment that 
all four of the Bentley’s 
wheels left the tarmac 
seconds before impact.

Despite both vehi-
cles suffering massive 
damage, officers were 
shocked to see Bows-
er’s Bentley limp on for 
another half a mile, still 
at speeds of up to 90mph 
and now littering the 
road with debris, before 
finally coming to a halt at 
Low Willington Industrial 
Estate.

Bowser ran from the 
vehicle and fled across 
a nearby field, but was 
tasered and in handcuffs 
within seconds, and 
promptly failed a road-
side breath test and drug 
wipe.

The 44-year-old was 
later charged with dan-
gerous driving, failing to 
stop and assault.

Appearing at Durham 
Crown Court last week, 
he was convicted of dan-
gerous driving, drink driv-
ing and drug driving, and 
was handed an 18-month 
prison sentence, disqual-
ified from driving for 45 
months, and ordered to 
pay a victim surcharge of 
£156.

Inspector Ian Leach, of 
the Roads Policing Unit, 
said: “Bowser’s actions 
were appalling, and his 
recklessness could so 
easily have had cata-
strophic consequences.

“He demonstrated a 
total disregard for the 
safety of others as soon 
as he got behind the 
wheel of his car under the 
influence of alcohol and 
cocaine.

“The outcome of this 
incident could have 
been fatal, and it is by 
sheer luck that those he 
crashed into escaped 
with only minor injuries.

“It takes far more than 
a high-performance vehi-
cle to make a good driver, 
but Bowser’s prison 
sentence and lengthy 
disqualification will nev-
ertheless help to protect 
the public from harm.”

Bowser, whose Bent-
ley was written off in the 
pursuit, will have to pass 
an extended driving test 
before being allowed to 
drive again.

A BISHOP Auckland 
man has been jailed for 
18 months after leading 
police on a drug-fuelled 
pursuit in his 550-horse-
power Bentley sports car, 
which came to an end fol-
lowing a high-speed colli-
sion with a police car.

Richard Bowser, of 
Percy Street, got into his 
Bentley Continental GT 
on Sunday, May 23rd, 
having consumed a vast 
quantity of cocaine.

Wanted on suspicion 
of assault, Bowser was 
spotted by officers head-
ing towards Tow Law on 
the A68, where he imme-
diately crossed into the 
opposite side of the road 
to overtake traffic and 
made off from police at 
speed.

Between Tow Law 
and Willington, Bowser 
reached speeds of up to 
130mph and was seen to 
carry out multiple high-
risk manoeuvres, darting 
past traffic and pedestri-
ans at ‘terrifying’ speeds.

One of the pursuing 
officers later described 
witnessing a young girl 
watch in horror as the 
Bentley careered past 
her.

Showing no signs of 
stopping, Bowser was 
finally slowed down on 
his way out of Willing-
ton when he attempted 
to take a sharp bend 
at 90mph, but instead 
mounted the kerb and 

DRINK AND DRUG DRIVER JAILED AFTER 
‘TERRIFYING’ HIGH SPEED CHASE

The Bentley seconds before crashing into a stationary police vehicle.

Director of Technology 
and Digital Solutions, at 
believe housing, Colin 
Tempest, said: “More 
and more customers 
now choose to use digital 
methods of communi-
cation and that has only 
been accelerated during 
the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

“That’s why we’ve 
focused so much on 
developing new technol-
ogy like this customer 
portal. 

“It’s been designed 
from the outset to make 
things as easy as possi-
ble for customers and 
will look familiar to any-
one who has use our app, 
but the portal has many 
more in-depth features. 

“Introducing more dig-
ital technology, means 
that we also have more 
time for any of our cus-
tomers who perhaps 
aren’t as confident doing 
things online too.” 

For more information 
about the portal, visit 
believehousing.co.uk.

A NEW online portal is 
set to make a series of 
day-to-day tasks easier 
for customers of one of 
the largest housing asso-
ciations in the region. 

The web-based portal 
has been purpose-built 
to help believe housing 
customers carry out 
regular tasks like check-
ing their rent balance 
from the comfort of their 
home. 

Launched this week, 
customers need only 
their tenancy number 
and personal details to 
make full use of the site.  

The new portal offers 
a more in-depth expe-
rience than an app, but 
shares much of the same 
user-friendly design. 

It offers the same func-
tionality on PC, tablet 
and smartphone. 

Other features allow 
customers to report 
issues in their neighbour-
hood and ask about sup-
port with finding a new 
job or accessing welfare 
benefits. 

NEW PORTAL FOR BELIEVE 
HOUSING CUSTOMERS

CALL TO CHECK VOTER 
REGISTRATION DETAILS

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

will not appear on the 
form we send. 

“If you want to register, 
the easiest way is online, 
or we’ll send you informa-
tion explaining how to do 
this in the post.”

If you have recently 
moved, or your details 
are not included on the 
form, you can go online 
to register at www.gov.
uk/register-to-vote.

For more information, 
call 03000 261 212 or 
email electoralservices@
durham.gov.uk.

that will arrive in the post 
over the next week.

Ros Layfield, Durham 
County Council’s demo-
cratic services manager, 
said: “It is important 
that residents check 
their form so that we can 
make sure we have the 
right details on the elec-
toral register for every 
address in County Dur-
ham. 

“If you’re not currently 
registered, your name 

FROM PAGE 1
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orities for the next three 
years.

PCC Joy Allen said: 
“Throughout my cam-
paign, I spent a lot of time 
reaching out and listening 
to the people of County 
Durham and Darlington 
on their priorities when it 
comes to local policing.

“From these discus-
sions as well as the crime 
survey I conducted last 
year, several priority areas 
emerged which I have 
captured in my Police 
and Crime Plan, including 
anti-social behaviour, 
road safety and drug use 
and dealing.

“Six broad themes that 
are covered in the plan 
include, safer communi-
ties, safer people, safer 
online, safer roads, safer 
countryside and safer 
business. 

“I am keen to hear ideas 
and any local concerns 
about community safety 
and ways we can improve 
our approach with the 
force and partners mov-
ing forward.

“I would be grateful 
to residents, business 
owners, community and 
voluntary sector organ-
isations across County 
Durham and Darlington to 
take the time to complete 
my survey and have your 
say on what matters most 
in your community.”

The Commissioner’s 
survey runs for four 
weeks until Thursday 
19th August 2021. 

A link to the survey and 
to the draft plan can be 
found at durham-pcc.gov.
uk.

POLICE AND Crime Com-
missioner, Joy Allen has 
this week launched a 
survey for members of 
the public to share their 
views about local polic-
ing in County Durham 
and Darlington.

The Commissioner is 
asking residents, busi-
nesses, community, and 
voluntary sector organ-
isations to share their 
views as she begins to 
develop a new Police and 
Crime Plan for the force 
area.

Once fully developed, 
the plan will set out the 
policing and crime pri-

PCC TO CONSULT ON DRAFT PLAN
Durham’s Police and Crime Commissioner, Joy Allen.

own shelf of memories to 
share and treasure.

The stories are avail-
able from the council’s 
library webpage where 
members can use their 
library card number to 
access the tales. 

Caroline England, 
founder and creator of 
Featherbed Tales, said: 
“It is great that Durham 
County Council is intro-
ducing our exciting new 
digital service to resi-
dents through their librar-
ies.

“Receiving a recorded 
story has been described 
as being given the gift 
of someone’s time - the 
most precious gift of all. 

“We love that grandpar-
ents and other loved ones 
can have this new way of 
feeling a part of their little 
ones’ development too.”

More information about 
the storytelling service 
can be found at www.
durham.gov.uk/feather 
bedtales.

LIBRARY MEMBERS can 
record story times with 
their children through a 
new free digital storytell-
ing service.

County Durham Librar-
ies has teamed up with 
Featherbed Tales to bring 
a new kind of storytelling 
where readers can record 
themselves as the narra-
tor. 

As the second only 
library provider in the UK 
to start offering this ser-
vice, library members can 
choose from nine books 
to record from which can 
then be saved as a story 
to play for their children. 

Adults can also record 
their children narrating 
the story themselves, 
which can make a 
heart-warming keepsake 
to save or send and share 
with friends and family. 

Using Featherbed Tales, 
the creator of the service, 
library members will be 
guided through the pro-
cess of narrating their 

NARRATE YOUR OWN 
STORY LIBRARY SERVICE

A Featherbed Tales storybook.

meiklesmeikles
solicitorssolicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

Pass + 
Driving School
30 years experience
High Pass RAte

** Special Offer **
4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on

07989 802481

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting 

- Electrical Installation, 
NAPIT Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

24-7 Locksmith Services

Your Local Locksmith
24/7 Emergency Call Out

No Call Out Fee
Free Security Survey
Call Callum on

07495 281247
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BBISHOP ISHOP AAUCKLANDUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  
BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS 

DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd

For more news from Bishop Auckland and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

A CHARITY golf day in 
memory of a well-known 
Spennymoor golfer has 
raised £3,300.

Ian Larnach was a tire-
less fundraiser for local 
cancer charities up to his 
death from cancer in April 
2019 at the age of 67.

Ian, an ex-footballer, ran 
Ian Larnach Associates 
and was highly regarded 
by the North East busi-
ness community who 
turned out in force for a 
great day of golf at Bishop 
Auckland Golf Club.

A number of former 
professional footballers 
– including Richie Pitt, 
Micky Horswill and John 
McPhail of Sunderland, 
Steve Howey of Newcas-

tle United and Darling-
ton legends Kevin Smith 
and Phil Owers – were 
among the 23 four-man 
teams.

The proceeds from 
this year’s event will go 
to Great Aycliffe Cancer 
Support Group and a 
cystic fibrosis charity.

Special thanks go to 
organiser George Court-
ney, the former FIFA 
football referee, who has 
been a member of Bishop 
Auckland Golf Club since 
1965 and is a long-serv-
ing club president.

A meal and presentation 
afterwards was attended 
by Ian’s wife Barbara and 
family who appreciated 
the efforts of all involved.

GOLFERS AND FOOTBALLERS 
REMEMBER FUNDRAISER IAN

Fundraiser, Ian Larnach.

ST MARY’S Juniors FC 
hosted the Voneus Broad-
band mini tournament 
weekend recently, with 

just four age groups this 
year due to covid restric-
tions, reports club chair-
man, Steve Coulthard, 

with the new U7, U9, U11 
and U13 teams all com-
peting. 

The latest U7s, enjoy-

ing tournament football 
for the first time, had a 
great day with the Aces 
winning the Plate and 
the Kings winning the 
Cup with 6-year-old Jack 
Lockey starring as Man of 
the Match in the final.

In total, 30 teams 
enjoyed a fantastic day 
of football and fun, which 
was great to see after this 
last 12 months of next to 
no football played. 

A massive thank you 
to all the referees and 
volunteer officials, man-
agers, coaches, parents 
and players for  making it 
possible. 

The new U13 Aces fol-
lowed this with a great 
win in the Boro Tourna-
ment the following week-
end, with manager Davey 
Grant’s team having a 
great day.

Next season, the club 
has 24 teams looking for-
ward to competition, from 
Little Dribblers through to 
U23s. 

Tommy Andrew from 
TASC Football will be in 
charge of football devel-
opment to help the club 
move forward with so 
much demand for junior 
football at the moment.

Also massive thanks to 
George Richardson for 
taking on the role of Vice 
Chairman at the club. 

We are always looking 
for volunteer coaches 
to come forward to help 
out our nearly 360 play-
ers which we help put 
through their DBS check, 
safeguarding, first aid 
and coaching badges.

Please contact 07968 
426817 if anyone can 
help.

ST MARY’S HOST SUCCESSFUL MINI TOURNAMENT WEEKEND

The U13 Aces celebrate their win at the Boro Tournament.


