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“Young people are 
free to come along, 
browse the books 
and take away any 
book they want, 
absolutely free. 

FREE BOOKS 
SCHEME IN 
SHILDON
AN INITIATIVE to provide 
free books to children 
aged up to 12 years of age 
is open every Saturday in 
Shildon.

Parents can take their 
children along to 50 
Church Street, the offices 
of the Shildon & Dene 
Valley Independent Party,  
where there are currently 
over 1,000  donated books 
available to choose from.

“Reading is such a vital 
part of a young person’s 
development that I felt I 
wanted to do something 
to help those who may 
not have easy access to 
books,” said Fred Langley, 
who founded the scheme.

“Young people are free 
to come along, browse 
the books and take away 
any book they want, abso-
lutely free. 

“They don’t need to 
return it, the book will 
belong to them.”

Anyone interested in 
choosing a book can pop 
in to 50 Church Street, 
next to the Post Office, 
on Saturdays from 10am 
until 1pm. CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

IN AN exclusive interview 
with the Crier, Paul Howell 
MP has said that he can-
not see any reason why 
he would not support 
a new build secondary 
school in Shildon. 

Greenfield Sunnydale 
Campus has been moth-
balled for 18 months 
while Durham County 
Council undertook a 
condition survey into the 
school, prompting fears 
that the local authority 
was on a path to perma-
nently closing Shildon’s 
only secondary. 

Since the enforced clo-

sure, parents, local pol-
iticians and community 
activists have been cam-
paigning for a new build 
school in Shildon.

They have  now received 
the support of Mr Howell, 
whose neighbouring con-
stituency is home to Sun-
nydale’s partner school, 
Greenfield Community 
College. 

Mr Howell was keen to 
empahsise that he has 
not yet read all of the 
papers but said: “When I 
look at Shildon as a com-
munity, in terms of its size 
- even superficially, with-
out having looked deeply 
at the reports about Sun-

nydale - it seems to make 
sense to me that a high 
school should be there.

“It is innapropriate to 
jump too far down that 
line without looking at the 
detail,” he said, “but cer-
tainly, talking to Dehenna 
[Davison MP for Bishop 
Auckland constituency], 
it’s a facility that should 
be there and therefore I 
expect very strongly to 
support it.

“However, before I can 
fully commit to that I 
would like to read all of 
the papers, but I can’t 
think why I wouldn’t sup-
port it.”

Three of the primary 

schools serving Shildon, 
including Prince Bish-
ops in Coundon Grange, 
are currently rated ‘Out-
standing’ by Ofsted and 
Mr Howell was asked 
whether it was fair to 
expect children who have 
received such high qual-
ity primary education to 
then be required to travel 
away from their homes to 
attend a good secondary 
school.

“What you don’t want is 
for young people to have 
a great start at primary 
level and then go down-
hill when they move up to 

MP “EXPECTS VERY STRONGLY” TO 
SUPPORT A NEW SUNNYDALE SCHOOL

Paul Howell MP (inset), whose consituency includes Sunnydale’s partner school at Greenfield in Newton Aycliffe has said he 
believes Shildon should have a high school and expects to support calls for a new school to be built in the town. 

E XCLUSIVE
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Shildon Community Bus is asking the community if they are 
interested in joining a fortnightly shopping club.

SHILDON COMMUNITY 
Bus is considering pro-
viding a shopping club 
for Shildon and Newton 
Aycliffe and possibly 
other local areas. 

A spokesperson for the 
service said: “Would you 
like transport to go shop-
ping every two weeks to 
the bigger supermarkets 
at Tindale? 

“If the answer is yes, 
please register your inter-
est with us. 

“Call the bus office on 
01388 773666 and leave 
your name, address and 
a contact number on the 
answer phone. 

“If you have previously 

enquired, please call 
again with your details. 

“We expect that each 
trip will cost no more than 
£3. 

“Under the terms of our 
operator’s licence, you 
must join as a club mem-
ber and the annual fee will 
be no more than £5. 

“We will contact all inter-
ested parties to let you 
know what happens next. 

“We look forward to 
returnign to serving the 
community once again.”

The Secretary, Clare 
Midgley, can be con-
tacted on 07515 644194 
or mail@shildoncombus.
plus.com.

COMMUNITY BUS TO CONSIDER 
SHOPPING CLUB SERVICE

OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Acknowledgement
 Memoriam   Birthday Memoriam

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post this form to:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH 
Please note: All prices include VAT at standard rate.
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Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary
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Contact Name: ...........................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact Number: ........................................................................

OUR OFFICES ARE CURRENTLY CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC  
so if you would like to place a message to your loved ones in The Crier, you can 
contact us by email, private message on Facebook or by phone. We will reply 
and let you know the price for your message and you can pay by debit or credit 
card over the phone.  
 Call: 07909 992731 or email: crier@swd.news
If you leave a message or email, please be sure to provide us with a 
contact phone number so that we can get back in touch with you. 

Classifieds in the Crier

Wanted
Household Furniture bought.  
Traditional or modern. Tel 
Ryan on 07860 560295.

16.6.21
Happy 7th birthday!

Evan James Childs

Lots of love,
Uncle Dan & Amy

xxx

16.6.21
Happy 7th birthday to our 

gorgeous grandson!

Evan James Childs

Love and hugs,
Grandma, Granda & Nana 

xxx
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BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

AS THE roll out of 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
continues, some people 
may still have questions 
about getting vacci-
nated. 

Accessing credible 
sources of information 
is important in order to 

DO YOU HAVE RESERVATIONS 
ABOUT THE VACCINE?

make an informed deci-
sion on vaccination. 

Visit www.durham.gov.
uk/covid19vaccinations, 
which aims to provide 
County Durham resi-
dents with links to cred-
ible sources of informa-
tion on the vaccination.

of rules most recently 
updated by Parliament in 
2020. 

These latest rules retain 
650 constituencies for 
the UK Parliament as a 
whole, and require con-
stituencies that comply 
with strict parameters, 
in particular as far as 
the number of electors in 
each constituency is con-
cerned.

The proposals for the 
North East include alter-
ing the boundaries of 
the neighbouring Bishop 
Auckland and Sedgefield 
constituencies, with the 
Sedgefield constituency 
to be renamed as Newton 
Aycliffe and Sedgefield. 

It is proposed that the 
new constituency, which 
will number an elector-
ate of 70,149, will include 
some areas of the current 
Bishop Auckland constit-
uency, including Shildon, 
Eldon, Old Eldon, Eldon 
Lane, South Church and 
High West Thickley. 

The BCE review 
explains: “By law, every 
constituency we propose 
must contain between 
69,724 and 77,062 Parlia-
mentary electors (as at 
2nd March 2020).

“As far as possible, we 
try to have regard to local 
ties, geographic factors, 
local government bound-
aries (as they were known 
at 1st December 2020), 
existing constituencies, 
and minimising disrup-
tion caused by proposed 
change.

“We use local govern-
ment wards as the build-
ing blocks for proposed 
constituencies, but will 
consider splitting a ward 
where there is a strong 
case for doing so that 
helps us better respect 
the factors above.”

The proposals can be 
viewed and commented 
on at www.bcereviews.
org.uk. 

The consultation period 
closes on 2nd August 
2021.

NEW BOUNDARIES COULD SEE SHILDON 
MOVE TO NEW CONSTITUENCY

The Boundary Commission proposals would see Shildon move to a new constituency.

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 
- Rubber fibreglass flat roofing 

with 20 year guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel 01388 605489
07986 217936

CURRENTLY PART of the 
Bishop Auckland parlia-
mentary constituency, 
Shildon could soon be 
part of a new Newton 
Aycliffe and Sedgefield 
Constituency, also 
encompassing Eldon, 
Coundon Grange and 
South Church. 

The proposals, which 
are now open to public 
consultation, have been 
published this week by 
the Boundary Commis-
sion and, if accepted after 
consultation, would be 
implemented for the fol-
lowing General Election 
after the date on which  
legislation is approved.

The Boundary Com-
mission for England 
(BCE) is an independent 
and impartial non-de-
partmental public body, 
which is responsible for 
reviewing Parliamentary 
constituency boundaries 
in England.

It is currently conduct-
ing a review on the basis 

secondary,” he said, “so 
we need to make sure we 
have the best solution for 
them. 

“I will be working with 
Dehenna to understand 
the impact of travel on 
the young people’s edu-
cation.

“There’s a balance to 
be had if you are needing 
to travel to find a good 
school, but you don’t 
want to be extending the 
school day unnecessarily 
for young people.” 

Prevously Mr How-
ell had questioned the 
former County Council 
administration’s choice 
of spending on a new 
headquarters as opposed 
to investing in schools, 
but was more reticent 
about criticising the new 
administration for contin-
uing the project. 

“What I don’t know is if 
they have passed a point 
in the construction that 
means the County Hall 
project can no longer be 
scrapped. 

“What I hope is that a 
new administration will 
look at it in a new light 
and may decide on a dif-
ferent use to provide best 
value. 

“However, for me, if they 
have the capacity to build 
a new HQ, they should 
also have the capacity to 
build new schools.”

Mr Howell, a former 
accountant by trade, also 
pointed to the potential 

for the authority to dip 
into its reserves. 

“I would be amazed if 
there wasn’t an oppor-
tunity to do something 
there,” he said. 

“If Durham County 
Council has money in the 
reserves that’s available, 
then let’s make sure it’s 
projects like Sunnydale 
that the money is going 
to rather than projects 
that are perhaps of less 
value to the public.”

Briefly touching on the 
parents survey published 
by Shildon Town Coun-
cil, Mr Howell said: “You 
have kindly sent me the 
report, which I will read 
and respond to. 

“Proper qualitative 
research is what you need 
to inform decisions like 
this and at first glance 
this report does appear 
to fall into that category. 

“When we lobby for any 
investment we need to be 
able to provide the deci-
sion makers with solid 
reasons, so I look forward 
to reading the report. 

“What is important is 
that we get a good solu-
tion for the children of 
both Greenfield and Sun-
nydale and I’m sure the 
people of Shildon won’t 
mind me saying that in 
terms of the children in 
my own constituency too.

“This is an issue that 
needs to satisfy both 
communities and that for 
me feels like it should be 
with a new school in Sun-
nydale.”

MP SUPPORT FOR SUNNYDALE
FROM PAGE 1

Michelle’s Cleaning Caddy
All aspects of cleaning 

undertaken!
Including deep clean, 

regular clean etc.
Reasonably priced

Over 20 years’experience
We are a local business!

Tel: Michelle on 07709 666990
www.michellescaddy.com
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Ms Davison, has been 
running the Unsung Hero 
scheme since last April in 
response to the Coronavi-
rus pandemic and com-
munity reaction. 

She said: “Not only is 
she going above and 
beyond in her job, but Gil-
lian and her husband Alan 
are dedicating their spare 
time to raising money for 
a number of charities in 
memory of five friends 
they have sadly lost.

“I am absolutely 
delighted to award Gil-
lian this month’s Unsung 
Hero award. 

“So many people in their 
nominations mentioned 
her resilience, profes-
sionalism and kindness 
throughout the toughest 
days of the pandemic. 
Well done Gillian.”

Gillian has a record of 
charity work, having pre-
viously held fundraisers 
for Pancreatic Cancer 
and The Lullaby Trust. 

Along with husband, 
Alan, Gillian is currently 
raising money for three 
charities nominated by 
the families of the friends 
thye have lost, with 98% 
of their target already 
met.

The Unsung Hero 
awards scheme, in place 
since last April, is set to 
continue as the country 

moved out of lockdown 
to recognise local heroes 
across the community. 

Gillian said: “We 
decided to do the walk 
in memory of five really 
good friends who we 
have lost throughout this 
pandemic.

“We felt we wanted to do 
something in their mem-
ory, so we approached 
each family and asked 
where they would like the 
money donated to.

“We are sharing it with 
Versus Arthritis, Butter-
wick Hospice and Mac-
milIan Cancer. 

“To date we have raised 
£3,350 with lots to come 
in and we have a charity 
night in October to finish 
off our fundraising.

“Previously I have 
organised fundraisers for 
Pancreatic Cancer and 
The Lullaby Trust, raising 
in excess of £2,500 for 
each of them. 

“I would just like to say 
how honoured I am to 
receive this award but I 
would like to share it with 
my husband. Alan, who 
has done the walk with 
me and helped me with 
my fundraising. 

“It was a lovely surprise 
to receive the award on 
the same day our walk  
passed the 1000 mile 
mark.”

DEHENNA DAVISON 
MP has named Gillian 
Clarkson from Shildon 
her Unsung Hero of the 
month, following count-
less nominations from 
local residents.

Shildon resident, Gil-
lian Clarkson, has been 
awarded Unsung Hero of 
the month by the Bishop 
Auckland MP for her work 
at St Helen’s Auckland 
Tesco pharmacy through-
out the pandemic. 

Nominated for her tire-
less work at the phar-
macy, as well as par-
ticipating in a virtual 
charity walk from Shildon 
to Alvor in Portugal, Gil-
lian was praised by local 
residents in their nomina-
tions. 

One said: “Gillian 
has worked tirelessly 
throughout the Coronavi-
rus pandemic to ensure 
customers get their medi-
cation, whilst at the same 
time looking after her 
83-year-old mother. 

“In some cases, she 
would even deliver to 
their homes.  

“Not only that, along 
with her husband, she is 
doing a virtual walk from 
Shildon to Alvor in Portu-
gal in aid of charities. She 
definitely deserves this 
award.”

Local constituency MP, 

MP NAMES SHILDON FUNDRAISER 
AS UNSUNG HERO OF THE MONTH

Gillian Clarkson and husband Alan have so far walked over 1,000 miles in their fundraising effort. 

DURHAM CONSTABULARY 
is urging people to be vig-
ilant following reports of 
fraudsters purporting to 
be police officers.

In recent weeks, officers 
have received several 
reports of fraudsters call-
ing people on the phone 
pretending they are a 
police officer, or from the 
call taker’s bank.

The conmen then go on 
to tell the person to with-
draw money from their 
bank account which will 
then be collected by a 
courier.

In some instances, 
they have even asked 
the victim to package the 
money up and send it by 
recorded delivery, or to 
send the money by bank 
transfer.

Some have also 
obtained the victim’s 
debit card details and 
personal account details.

A Durham Constabulary 
spokeswoman said: “We 
want to remind people 
that the police or other 

reputable organisations 
will never ask you to 
withdraw cash, nor will 
they ever ask you for your 
bank account details. 
They will also never ask 
you to confirm personal 
details over the phone.

“If you are unsure 
whether a call is genuine, 
please end the call and 
contact a family member 
or a trusted individual or 
the police for advice.

“Sadly, these fraudsters 
can be very convinc-
ing and often target the 
elderly or the vulnerable.

“Therefore, we’d urge 
people to share this 
important message with 
their parents and grand-
parents – we all have a 
role to play in protecting 
the vulnerable.”

You can report fraud to 
Action Fraud on 0300 123 
2040, or online at action-
fraud.police.uk or call 
Durham Constabulary on 
101.

Always call 999 in an 
emergency.

WARNING AS FRAUDSTERS 
PRETEND TO BE POLICE OFFICERS

A TOWN Councillor 
vacancy exisits on the 
Byerley Ward of Shil-
don Town Council the 
first Conservative to be 
voted to the position of 
Town Councillor since 
the council’s formation, 
failed to sign his declara-
tion papers. 

The vacancy could 
prompt a by-election 
should ten members of 
the Byerley Ward elec-
torate request a new 

election, otherwise the 
vacancy will be filled by 
co-option.

A request for an elec-
tion to fill the vacancy 
must be made by the 
deadline of Monday 14th 
June to the Returning 
Officer Electoral Ser-
vices, Room 1/104-115, 
County Hall, Durham 
DH1 5UL.

If an election is called, 
a poll will take place not 
later than 16th August.

COUNCIL VACANCY ELECTION 
DEADLINE APPROACHES
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Time will tell on Sunnydale
With regard to your recent article in the Town Crier on the 
28th May, regarding the fight to save Sunnydale School 
and the possibility of building a new one. 
Sorry to disappoint the people of Shildon, but it is my 
personal opinion that even with the proposed Durham 
County Council consultation, the decision to close this 
school and not reopen it has been taken a long time ago 
and it will not be reversed!  
Over the years I can recall Durham County Council trying 
to close Sunnydale School a number of times and they 
have always been determined to do it ! 
Even when I was at Sunnydale in the early 80’s I can recall 
that we had to fight to keep the school open as it was going 
to be closed then (twice I think it was ). 
Sunnydale School has suffered from a lack of capital 
investment over the years, it should have been redeveloped 
over the years, but this has never been the case.  
As a former Mayor of Shildon, I have seen the many 
“whitewash” consultations that have been run by Durham 
County Council, which includes speed humps on Jubilee 
Estate and the demolition of the Millennium Arches.  
I suspect that Sunnydale School, will have the same 
treatment! ie with the School being unused for so long, a 
consultation will probably say that it will cost far too much 
to bring it back up to a reasonable standard and the best 
solution will be demolition!  
If this is the case, I’m sure that Durham County Council will 
then receive an excellent price for prime building land!  
I do hope that I’m incorrect in what I have written and 
our Durham County Councillors will now fight to save this 
school, which as we know is a valuable asset to the town.  
If not, then it will be another sad day for Shildon when we 
will lose our only comprehensive school. 
Only time will tell what happens. 

Yours faithfully, 
Stuart Bird, 

Dale Rd, Shildon.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

Term Financial Plan sav-
ings of £275,000 are cur-
rently anticipated from 
the relocation to the new 
headquarters.

The meeting will hear 
that as part of its initial 
review of priorities and 
in setting the strategic 
direction of the council 
for the next four years, 
the Joint Administration 
is proposing to review the 
use of the new building 
as well as considering 
options for the existing 
headquarters at Aykley 
Heads, whilst ensuring a 
focus remains on creat-
ing strategic employment 
opportunities in the city.

If agreed, the results 
of the appraisal will be 
reported to Cabinet no 
later than September 
2021. 

Meanwhile, the cabinet 
meeting will also be asked 
to approve proposals for 
a full review of all options 
for the display and stor-
age of the Durham Light 
Infantry (DLI) Collection 
and archive, which com-
prise more than 200,000 

historic documents and 
15,000 objects, as well as 
the former museum build-
ing and grounds.

A report setting out 
options for the display 
of exhibits will also be 
brought back to council-
lors by September.

The report will include 
an assessment of the 
opportunities, costs, 
risks and implications of 
any proposals, as well as 
ensuring the review takes 
account of the plans for 
the £19.6 million History 
Centre, currently under 
construction in Durham 
City.

Current plans are for 
both the collection and 
the archive to be brought 
together at the rede-
veloped Grade II listed 
Mount Oswald History 
Centre site.

Cabinet will meet at 
9.30am on Wednesday, 
16th June in the Council 
Chamber at County Hall.

The meeting can be 
viewed live on Durham 
County Council’s Youtube 
channel. 

DURHAM COUNTY Coun-
cil’s new joint admin-
istration is are being 
asked to agree to review 
the options for the con-
troversial new council 
headquarters and for the 
future of the DLI Collec-
tion. 

A report to the new 
administration’s first 
Cabinet meeting, next 
Wednesday 16th June, 
explains that the HQ 
appraisal is being pro-
posed to assist the coun-
cil’s new Joint Admin-
istration in reviewing 
options for use of the 
authority’s buildings. 

The appraisal would 
look at alternative uses 
of the building on The 
Sands as well as contin-
uing with the proposed 
use as a new headquar-
ters, to ensure  best value 
and economic benefit 
from the council’s invest-
ments.

Work began on site 
in 2018 and the report 
explains that the facility 
is “substantially built” 
with a target completion 
date of October this year. 

The report to the meet-
ing sets out how Medium 

NEW CABINET TO REVIEW COUNTY 
HALL AND DLI COLLECTION DECISIONS

Work is progressing on the building of the proposed new Durham County Council HQ.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

CAR SALES & VEHICLE SERVICES

QUALITY USED CARS
Finance arranged | Comprehensive Warranties

AA Breakdown Cover 
All vehicles sold with fresh Service & MOT

SERVICES FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS
MOT Testing Class 4, 5 & 7

Vehicle Diagnostics | Brakes | Clutches
Timing Belts | Van Hire | Courtesy Cars

Local Collection & Drop-off

We cater for HGV & PSV Operators
Inspections | Tachographs | Break Testing

St Helen Auckland, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT 
Tel: 07582 570308

View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

Pass + 
Driving School
30 years experience
High Pass RAte

** Special Offer **
4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on

07989 802481
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EVERY VACCINATION 
GIVES US

 Join 
 the millions 
 already 
 vaccinated 

You’re much less likely to get serious Covid-19 
or be hospitalised if you’ve been vaccinated.

We’ll let you know when your Covid-19  
vaccine is ready for you.

2021.05.12_Vaccines_JoinTheMillions_A4_Posters_AW_1_a.indd   32021.05.12_Vaccines_JoinTheMillions_A4_Posters_AW_1_a.indd   3 13/05/2021   14:5813/05/2021   14:58
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measures to prevent 
crime and make homes 
safer.

“I am delighted we will 
be able to expand the 
scheme after having 
secured two successful 
bids so we can engage 
with more local commu-
nities providing crime 
prevention advice with 
our local partners. 

The fund will help 
secure more properties 
to prevent burglaries, 
making the communities 
of County Durham and 
Darlington safer, stronger 
and more resilient to 
crime.

“The next round of fund-
ing is essential as we 
need a focus on helping 
make women and girls 
feel safer on the streets 
and look at changing 
behaviours and attitudes 

in local communities 
through partner pro-
jects.”

Chief Constable Jo Far-
rell said: “It is fantastic 
that we have been suc-
cessful in securing more 
funding to make the com-
munities in which we live 
safer and improve the 
quality of life of those 
that live there.

“The Safer Streets 
Fund provides us with 
an opportunity to take an 
innovative and system-
atic approach to tackling 
crime in our neighbour-
hoods.

“It is important to try 
and prevent crime from 
happening in the first 
place and this funding 
gives us that opportu-
nity.”

To find out more, visit 
www.durham-pcc.gov.uk.

THE OFFICE of the 
County Durham Police 
and Crime Commissioner 
has announced a suc-
cessful bid for £670,000 
from the Home Office’s 
Safer Streets Fund. 

The funding will go 
towards measures proven 
to cut crime, including 
installation of new CCTV 
and Automatic Number 
Plate Recognition (ANPR) 
cameras, securing empty 
properties and providing 
window locks, door locks, 
interior and exterior light-
ing to occupied proper-
ties.

Joy Allen, Durham 
Police and Crime Com-
missioner said: “It is 
great news we are going 
to be able to offer even 
more households across 
County Durham and Dar-
lington further security 

£670,000 FUNDING BOOST TO 
HELP MAKE STREETS SAFER

The new funding will be used to invest in crime prevention measures.

FURTHER DEVELOP-
MENT at the Locomotion 
site in Shildon, including 
a new walking and cycling 
route along the old rail-
way line to link Newton 
Aylciffe, Shildon and 
Bishop Auckland are to be 
included in proposals Dur-
ham County Council is set 
to submit for additional 
government funding.

The government 
announced the applica-
tion process for the first 
round of its national Lev-
elling Up Fund (LUF) in 
March 2021. 

This was for schemes 
where work was ready to 
start immediately. The 
first round has £600 mil-
lion available nationally 
out of funding worth £4 
billion for the entire fund.

One bid per parliamen-
tary constituency area is 
allowed under the scheme 
which must be delivered 
by March 2024. 

The authority’s Cabinet 
will be asked to support 
the first of these bids, 
forming the Bishop Auck-
land constituency sub-
mission for a £20 million 
contribution in the first 
round of the LUF. 

County Durham can sub-
mit up to six bids to a total 
value of £120 million. 

Schemes should 
address social and eco-
nomic deprivation and 
contribute to carbon net 
zero targets.

Cllr Richard Bell, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for finance, said: 
“This bid is all about trans-
port, connectivity and cul-
ture: improving travel on 
the A68 and improving 
the quality of life for the 
people in Toft Hill; reopen-
ing the heritage asset of 
Whorlton Bridge; further 
improving the railway 
heritage at Locomotion, 
and footpaths and cycle-
ways in that area so that 
people can travel between 
our towns and villages by 
cycling on safe and pleas-
ant routes.”  

Durham County Coun-
cil’s cabinet Cabinet will 
discuss the proposals at 
its meeting at 9.30am on 
Wednesday 16th June. 

The meeting can be 
viewed live by members of 
the public on the authori-
ty’s Youtube channel. 
Search Youtube for Dur-
ham County Council.

LEVELLING UP INVESTMENT TO 
INCLUDE SHILDON PROJECTS

Self Employed?
I can complete your...

Financial Accounts
Tax Return
VAT Return
Payroll

Contact Sarah Riley 
on 07922 692989 or email 

sarah@rileyaccountancy.co.uk 
For pricing and packages, check 

www.rileyaccountancy.co.uk

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

07518 117 486
07825 345 427

General Cleaning,
Shopping services

& Dog Walking

No Job Too Big  
or Too Small

Little Linda & Little Kev

The Cleaners

Family run business

THE CORNFORTH Part-
nership’s Reach Project 
is now available within 
Shildon Alive every Tues-
day, between 1pm and 
3pm.

Catherine will be 
on-hand to support peo-
ple with job searches, 
benefit applications and 
advice, debt and budget-
ing skills. 

There is also a vast 
amount of free training 
on offer including, CSCS 
Level 1, Test and Card, 
SIA Door Supervision 
including Licence, Health 

and Social Care, First Aid, 
Food Safety plus much 
more.

The project is also 
working with Shildon 
Alive to support those 
who are financially strug-
gling, with food. 

“Please feel free to pop 
in and have a chat,” said 
Catherine.

If you can’t attend on 
Tuesdays and would like 
a 1-2-1 chat, contact Cath-
erine on 01740 652000 
or email catherine 
@cornforthpartnership. 
org.

SUPPORT WITH JOB 
APPLICATIONS AND MORE

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)
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Local leagues, competitions and events...
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On Wednesday 16th 
June, the Railwaymen 
welcome the Dalesman 
to the Hackworth Road 
Ground in the first round 
of the Collingwood 100. 

This NYSD knock-out 
competition is open to all 
the league’s first teams 
and sees each side bowl 
15 six ball overs, followed 
by a final over of 10 balls. 
The game commences at 
6:30pm.

The visitors, Richmond-
shire Cricket Club first XI, 
are one of the top teams 
in the country, having 
won numerous trophies 
in recent seasons, includ-
ing the ECB National 
Championship in 2019 
and being national club 
champions in 2018, as 
well as Group One cham-
pions for two consecu-
tive years in 2018 and 
2019. 

The team has also won 
the prestigious Kerridge 
Cup three times in the 

last four years and will 
provide formidable oppo-
nents for Shildon. 

However, the Railway-
men will start with a 
48-run advantage, as 
the competition is hand-
icapped.

“Cricket can be a very 
strange game, so you 
never know what may 
happen on the night,” 
said a club spokesman. 
“It makes for an intrigu-
ing and possibly very 
exciting game. 

“It would be great to see 
a good crowd in attend-
ance to support the 
town’s only cricket team,” 
he added.

A further indication of 
the Dalesmen’s strength 
in depth is that Shildon 
will play Richmondshire’s 
fourth team in the semi-fi-
nal of the Ken Welsh Cup. 

The game will take 
place at Richmond and 
is scheduled for Tuesday 
15th June.

SHILDON RAILWAY 
Cricket Club travelled to 
league leaders Yarm in 
their latest Darlington 
Building Society North 
Yorkshire & South Durham 
Premier Cricket League 
Division 3 fixture and 
came away with a con-
vincing six wickets win. 

The home side won the 
toss and elected to bat, 
but some tight bowling 
by Phil Garbutt (2 for 18, 
from 10 overs) restricted 
Yarm, whose batsmen 
never looked comfort-
able, and the 40 overs 
yielded 128 runs for the 
loss of 9 wickets, despite 
18 runs coming from the 
final over. 

Shane Rowley bowled 
well, taking 4 for 26 from 
his spell of 10 overs.

In reply, opener Michael 
Roberts carried his bat 
with a magnificent 79 not 
out, as the Railwaymen 
cruised to 129 for the 
loss of four wickets in the 
thirty third over. 

The win takes Shildon 
up to sixth place in the 
division, with only 20 
points separating the top 
six teams. 

On Saturday (12th 
June), the Railwaymen 
are again on the road, 
when they visit Rockcliffe 
Park in their next league 
fixture.

LEADERS TOPPLED AS RAILWAYMEN 
AWAIT CHAMPIONS OF ENGLAND

Shildon recorded a convincing win at Yarm after excellent performances with ball and bat. THE LAST few weeks 
have seen many mem-
bers of Shildon Running 
and Athletic Club take to 
the roads, countryside 
and lakes to compete in 
races across the North of 
England.

On Saturday 15th May 
Irene Ross, Shannon 
Ross and Helen Race 
joined lots of other 
women across the UK to 
do a socially distanced 
“virtual” half Moonwalk in 
support of breast cancer 
awareness – all wear-
ing bras on top of their 
t-shirts!!  

On Sunday 23rd, Keith 
Hatton took on an off 
road half marathon, com-
pleting the Wild Deer 
Yorkshire Trail Run in 2hr 
5 mins. 

The following week-
end saw more marathon 
efforts with Ian Rudge 
and Emma Flynn taking 
on the Gateshead Half 
Marathon on Sunday 
30th. Ian crossed the line 
in 2h 5m with Emma not 
far behind with an impres-
sive time of 2h 20m.

Also on the Sunday, 
Richard Trowles under-
took an very hot marathon 
in Boston Lancashire. He 
was disappointed with 
his very respectable time 
of 3h 39mins, hoping 
to have cracked the 3hr 
pace. Afterwards how-
ever, he said he was “just 
happy to finish, with only 
7 weeks to train and com-
ing back from a sprained 
ankle”.

BUSY TIME FOR SRAC 
SRAC’s Richard Trowles at the Boston Marathon.

On Saturday 5th June 
Jon Marshall finished 
the Ultra North 55K in an 
amazing time of 5h 44m. 
This is actually quite a 
slow time for Jon, but he 
was competing with his 
son Mack who was doing 
an ultra race for the first 
time, and he wanted to 
cross the line with him.

Finally, last Sunday,  
Edelin Vian Bulmer trav-
elled to the lakes to com-
pete in the Conistone 
Lakeland Trail 10k. 

It was obviously a hard 
race as afterward Ede-
lin said “Conistone was 
insane today, so hot! I 
managed to finish in 1h 
20m which was great as I 
almost didn’t finish at all 
and had to jump into the 
lake at 8k!”

Elsewhere in the lakes 
on the same day, a group 
of SRAC members put 
on their swimming gear 
and jumped into the 
water. Irene Ross, Shan-
non Ross and Helen 
Race cooled off in the 
Aquashore Epic Lakes 
Swim in Ullswater.

Find out more about 
SRAC, including times of  
The Youth group (school 
years 7 onwards)  and 
the Junior group (school 
years 3 to 6)  on Face-
book (search for Shildon 
Running Club on Face-
book), or you can con-
tact the club by email at  
sh i ldonrunningc lub@ 
gmail.com. 

New members are 
always welcome.

IN OLD Shildon Homing 
Society’s latest races, the 
birds were liberated from 
Maidstone on 29th May 
with JM Bell taking the 
top three positions, Smith 
& Alderson 4th & 5th and 
JM Bell again in 6th. 

The following week, on 
5th June, the birds were 
liberated from Hunting-
don with Smith & Alder-
son taking 1st, 2nd and 
5th, Gray Bros & Sons 3rd 
and 5th and T&J Brown 
taking 4th place.

HOMING PIGEON RESULTS


