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The recently refurbished Shildon Athletics Stadium hosted its first meeting for four years last week. 

FIVE YEARS and one 
week after hosting the 
Anne Marie Readshaw 
Memorial Open in April 
2016, Shildon Athlet-
ics Stadium once again 
heard the starter’s gun 
used in earnest last week.

On Sunday, April 25th, 
from 11am until 2pm, jun-
ior and senior althletes 
from across the region 
took part in the Shildon 

Open, competing in the 
75m, 100m, 400m, 600m, 
mile, long jump, discus 
and javelin.

Darlington Harriers & 
AC and Crook AC were 
the main driving forces 
behind the event,  which 
took place under covid 
conditions meaning spec-
tators were unable to 
attend.

Last year, the stadium 

underwent a £250,000 
refurbishment to secure 
its future and enhance 
facilities for the benefit 
of residents and the clubs 
that train there.

Funded by Sport Eng-
land, Durham County 
Council, which owns the 
stadium, and funding allo-
cated by local councillors, 
the work included resur-
facing the athletics track 

and enhancing the seat-
ing and pavilion.

The stadium now also 
features a new throw 
cage, which athletes can 
use when training for 
events such as hammer 
and discus.

For a comprehensive list 
of results from the day, 
visit darlingtonharriers.
com/results and click on 
Shildon Open.

ATHLETES TRACK TO THE FUTURE

SHILDON TOWN Council 
will be working in partner-
ship with Durham County 
Council to promote Elec-
trical Recycling.

A spokesperson for Shil-
don Town Council said: 
“WEEE Recycling (Waste 
of Electrical & Electronic 
Equipment) is defined 
as any product which 
requires electricity or 
batteries in order to func-
tion. We will be helping to 
prevent electrical waste 
being dumped at landfill 
and recycled in the cor-
rect means to help pro-
tect our environment.

“The Town Council 
offices will be re-opening 
to the public on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
each week from 10am 
until 2pm starting on 4th 
May.

“Please be reminded 
that due to the nature of 
the collections, it is only 
practical to accept elec-
tricals small enough to fit 
into a carrier bag.”

WEEE RECYCLING 
AT SHILDON 
TOWN COUNCIL 
OFFICES

EST 1898
www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF 
01388 772671  |  Park right outside our 

showroom and shop at your leisure!

ELECTRIC ELECTRIC && MANUAL RECLINER SUITES MANUAL RECLINER SUITES
OV E R 2 0 I N S T O C K FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

WE ARE NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 5pm
INCLUDING BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY

Take Out & Delivery Service Available

26 Church Street, Shildon, DL4 1DX
Tel: 01388 775777
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Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Shildon Town Crier 
when contacting 

advertisers.
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South West Durham News 

3-4 First Floor Offices 
Shildon Town Council
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Shildon  DL4 1AH

Editorial:
01388 775896

Advertising:
07909 992731

Email: 
crier@swd.news

Online:
www.swd.news/crier

SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop

Classifieds
All about local people ...

BirthdaysIn Memoriam

Wanted
Wanted: Household Furniture.  
Traditional or modern. 
Tel Ryan on 07860 560295.

07518 117 486
07825 345 427

General Cleaning,
Shopping services

& Dog Walking

No Job Too Big  
or Too Small

Little Linda & Little Kev

The Cleaners

Family run business

Self Employed?
I can complete your...

Financial Accounts
Tax Return
VAT Return
Payroll

Contact Sarah Riley 
on 07922 692989 or email 

sarah@rileyaccountancy.co.uk 
For pricing and packages, check 

www.rileyaccountancy.co.uk

Grass Cutting from £5
All outdoor work 

undertaken
No job too small

01388 450629
07738 673 201

Friendly, local, reliable service

Susanne, Sarah and family 
would like to express their 

sincere thanks to family, 
friends and neighbours 

for their comforting 
messages, cards, flowers and 
condolences at this sad time.

Special thanks to staff at 
James Cook and Darlington 

Hospitals, the MARA 
Unit at Bishop Auckland 

Hospital and Dr. Kagzi for his 
compassionate support. 

Thank you to Dr. 
Hetherington and Ian at 

Station View Surgery and 
Kath and colleagues at 

Knight’s Pharmacy.  A huge 
thank you to the District 

Nurses for their outstanding 
care; Paula at Macmillan Join 

the Dots for her ongoing 
support and kindness; Marie 
Curie Rapid Response Team 

for their professionalism; 
Dale Care Team and 

Paramedics for their much-
needed care.

Thank you to Ian at Gibsons 
and Sharon for the eulogy.
On behalf of Barry, special 

thanks to all is friends 
attending the service and 

neighbours at Toft Hill, and 
last but not least those who 
stood and clapped outside 
Old Shildon Club. It was a 

very moving tribute from his 
home town to a much-loved 

man.

Barry, you will be dearly 
missed by us all.

John Barry Wilkinson

30th April 2020
We will always miss you 
With every passing day,

The longing just to see you
Will never go away

Veronica Anderson

Loved and remembered,
From all your family

xxx

Birthday Memories

Freda Amos
27th April

Yvonne, Joan, John, 
Jacqueline & families,

Love and miss you always

96 Birthday kisses are sent 
to you with love.

Happy Birthday Mam.

Fred Boddy

Love you forever and 
always, Kim, Michael, 

Arrun, Daren, Richard, Sue 
& Rebecca

x

Loving thoughts of our 
special dad, grandad and 

father-in-law, so very 
sadly missed.

Fred Boddy
2.5.2020

Forever in my heart,
All my love,

Joan
x

It’s been a lonely year 
without you.

You are loved and missed 
more each day.

Acknowledgements

Mona Quigley
4th May

All our love,
John, Janice, Jayne, Jennifer 

& their other halves
xxxx

90 years young!
Happy 90th Birthday Mam

Hope that you have a 
lovely time

90!

Mona Quigley

Lots of love,
Samantha, PJ & Lyndsey

xxxx

Happy 90th Birthday 
Grandma

90!

Mona Quigley

Love from all of your ‘grape 
grandchildren’

xxxxxxxx

Happy 90th Birthday 
Grandma ‘grape’, the best 

‘flosser’ in town.
Have a lovely birthday.

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

24-7 Locksmith Services

Your Local Locksmith
24/7 Emergency Call Out

No Call Out Fee
Free Security Survey
Call Callum on

07495 281247

SMALL JOBS EXPERT
LOCAL PLUMBER 

CALL JOE FOR A FREE  
QUOTATION AND  

NO CALL OUT CHARGE ON 

UNDERTAKING ALL THE 
SMALL JOBS THAT BIG 

COMPANIES DON’T WANT 
FROM DRIPPING TAPS TO 

BROKEN TOILETS

07535 362591
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Only one candidate is 
set to be disappointed at 
the Shildon Town Coun-
cil elections with only 18 
standing for the 17 avail-
able seats.

The lack of candidates 
means the twelve stand-
ing in the two wards of 
Sunnydale and Thickley 

will be elected unopposed 
and the only contest will 
take place in the Byerley 
ward, where six candi-
dates are standing for the 
five available seats.

Indeed, Byerley ward 
is the only town coun-
cil ward across Shildon, 
Eldon, Dene Valley and 

RESIDENTS OF Shildon, 
Dene Valley and Mid-
dridge will join their fellow 
County Durham voters 
at the polls next week as 
elections take place for 
Town and County Coun-
cillors and the region’s 
Police and Crime Com-
missioner.

COUNTY ELECTIONS HOTLY CONTESTED

Middridge where an elec-
tion will take place.

The County Council 
election for Shildon and 
Dene Valley Division, on 
the other hand, is set to 
be hotley contested. 

With just three seats 
available, ten candidates 
are standing. 

Voters can select up to 
three candidates from: 
Michael Cox (Con), Luan 
Deakin (Ind), Nick Hal-
liday (Lib Dem), Robert 
Ingledew (Ind), Matt 
Johnson (Lab), Fred Lang-
ley (Ind), Khwan Martin 
(Con), Stephen Martin 
(Con), Shirley Quinn (Lab) 
and Samantha Townsend 
(Lab).

In the Aycliffe North 
& Middridge Division, 
eleven candidates are 
standing for three seats. 

Meanwhile, three can-
didates are contesting 
the position of County 
Durham Police and Crime 
Commissioner: Joy Allen 
(Labour and Co-operative 
Party),  Anne-Marie Curry 
(Lib Dem) and George 
Jabbour (Con). 

The deadlines for reg-
istering to vote, voting by 
proxy and voting by post 

have already passed, but 
voters can still attend 
their local polling sta-
tion to vote in person on 
polling day, Thursday 6th 
May. 

If you have forgotten 
to post your postal vote, 
you can still also take this 
along to a polling station 
on polling day.

It is not necessary to 
have your polling card in 
order to vote in person. If 
you have lost your polling 
card, you can still turn up 
and give your name. 

It is, however, necessary 
to attend the correct poll-
ing station on the day. If 
you aren’t sure, the infor-
mation is available by 
entering your postcode 
at durham.gov.uk/polling 
stations.

Polling stations are 
open from 7am until 
10pm on polling day. 

As a result of the pan-
demic, it is advised when-
ever possible to bring 
along your own pen or 
pencil. 

Visit durham.gov.uk/
elections for more on 
voting in person, which 
includes information 
about Covid safety.

County Durham residents will go to the polls on Thursday 6th May to vote in the County 
Council, Town Council and Police and Crime Comissioner elections. 

Out with the old  
and in with the new
You could qualify for a FREE gas boiler and central 
heating system from Durham County Council if you 
currently have a solid fuel boiler or electric heaters in 
your home. 
Grants are available to help residents access an 
energy efficient heating system to have a warmer 
home and lower energy bills.

* To qualify you’ll need to:

Live in a property which doesn’t have gas central 
heating
Have a household income of up to £30,000
OR
Someone living in the property must be in receipt 
of an eligible benefit. 
Call us now to check if you qualify!
* Subject to terms and conditions

Find out more about 
Warm Homes Grants

Apply now

Powered by

 E.ON 0333 202 4481
 WHFapplications@eonenergy.com
  www.durham.gov.uk/warmhomescampaign
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VOTE  FOR  THE  CHANGE! 
Vote:  FreD   Langley       VOTE:  LUAN   DEAKIN

PLEASE  USE  YOUR  DEMOCRATIC  VOTE  ON  MAY  06  2021

FRED   LANGLEY

LUAN   DEAKIN

WE  OFFER  A  CHANGE  FROM  THE  STATUS  QUO  BY:
• Bringing honest politics back to the people
•  Being fearless in pursuit of reaching goals for 

Shildon and Dene Valley
•  Being continuously accountable to the electorate
•  Holding monthly congress in Shildon and  

Dene Valley
• Having physical and easily reached address
•  Working for all people regardless of who they 
voted for

• Working in cross party groups
• Listening!
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THREE MEMBERS of staff 
from Bishop Auckland’s 
Morrisons supermarket 
visited Shildon’s Commu-
nity Garden recently with 
a donation of seeds, com-
post and treats. 

Laura Ward, Julie 
Knighton and Ellie Ander-
son, from Bishop Auckland 
Morrisons, donated the 
provisions as part of their 
campaign ‘Seeds of Hope’, 
- bringing hope to a better 
future.

Rose Morgan, Commu-
nity Champion at Morri-
sons Peckham store, came 
up with Seeds of Hope 

MORRISONS STAFF 
PLANT ‘SEEDS OF HOPE’

The trio took along their donation to Shildon’s Community 
Garden, behind Byerley Road.

as lockdown restrictions 
started to ease. She said: 
“I had the idea of using 
sunflower seeds to repre-
sent this new beginning.” 
The company’s CEO was 
so impressed with the idea 
that he rolled it out across 
all Morrisons stores.

The Bishop Auckland 
supermarket already had 
well established links with 
Shildon Alive; donating 
fruit and vegetables on a 
weekly basis, and the trio 
of staff were delighted to 
make this further donation 
and spend time in the com-
munity garden.

FIREFIGHTERS WERE 
called to Furnace Indus-
trial Estate, behind Byer-
ley Road, on Thursday 
22nd April, following 
reports of thick, black 
smoke bellowing from the 
back of an industrial unit.

The estate was cor-
doned off by police while 
two crews from Bishop 
Auckland extinguished a 
tyre and vehicle fire, leav-
ing the scene at 8.05pm.

TYRE & VEHICLE 
FIRE FILLS SKY 
WITH SMOKE

The thick smoke could be 
seen across the town.

THE BUSY Bees recently 
held a Spring Number 
Draw and one ticket 
remains unclaimed - No 
38, Julie Smith. Contact 
Marion on 07780 331935.

BUSY BEES TICKET

IN THE run up to the Virtual 
VE Day Sing along Event, 
with Wor Vera, taking 
place on Saturday 8th May, 
artist Paul Theo Murry will 
be visiting Shildon to cre-
ate some pop-up chalk art 
works around the town.

A spokesperson for Shil-
don Town Council - who 
have organised the event- 
said: “They will only be 
around a short time, but 

we hope you will get a 
chance to see one or two 
of them when you are out 
and about. So keep your 
eyes peeled and see if you 
can spot one!”

The VE Day Singalong 
takes places from 2pm on 
8th May. Visit @Shildon-
TownCouncil on Face -
book , or f ind the Town 
Council ’s page on You-
Tube. 

WATCH OUT FOR POP-
UP CHALK ARTWORKS

A NEW initiative was 
launched last week to pro-
vide free books for Chil-
dren aged up to 12 years-
old. 

Parents can take their 
children along to 50 
Church Street, the offices 
of the Shildon & Dene 
Valley Independent Party, 
whose founder and former 
educationalist, Fred Lang-
ley, has collected hun-
dreds of donated books 
from across the county to 
give away to children in an 
effort to improve language 
and literacy among young 
people. 

“Reading is such a vital 
part of a young person’s 
development that I felt I 
wanted to do something 
to help those who may 
not have easy access to 
books,” said Mr Langley.

“Young people are free 
to come along, browse the 
books and take away any 
book they want, absolutely 
free. They don’t need to 
return it, the book will 
belong to them.”

Anyone interested in 
choosing a book can visit 
50 Church Street, next to 
the Post Office, on Satur-
days from 10am until 1pm.

FREE BOOKS FOR CHILDREN
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Your Priorities First

More Police

Prevent Crime

Protect

Pursue Criminals

My top priority is getting
more police and PSCOs
back on our streets.

I will invest in
neighbourhood policing to
prevent crime happening.

I will put the protection of
victims at the centre of
everything I do. 

I'll make sure our Police
have the resources they
need to pursue offenders.

I'll prioritise the issues
that matter to you: anti-
social behaviour, fly-
tipping, drugs, vandalism
and speeding. 

My pledges to you: 

Joy Allen

Since last year I have been listening to resident's views on crime
and disorder in County Durham and Darlington over zoom, on
the telephone and in person when it has been safe to do so. I
also ran an online crime survey which generated 1,211
responses. 

I have developed a police and crime plan based on the priorities
that you have told me about. I know that anti-social behaviour,
fly-tipping, vandalism, speeding and burglary are all top
priorities for the Police to tackle in our area. 

People deserve to feel safe in their own communities.
Government cuts has meant Durham has lost almost 500 Police
Officers off our streets. Fewer resources has led to increases in
crime. As your Police and Crime Commissioner, I will fight to get
the resources we need to make our communities safer and put
more Police Officers and PCSOs back on the streets.

If you elect me as your Police and Crime Commissioner you can
depend on me to place the public at the heart of everything I do
and I will do all in my power to ensure the residents of County
Durham and Darlington get the policing service they deserve

I've set out in detail how I will deliver on these priorities. You can
view my plan on my website at joy4durhampcc.com. 

/joy4DurhamPCC @Joy4Pcc @joy4durhampcc joy4durhampcc@outlook.com

Keep up with my campaign:
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PREVENT. PROTECT. PURSUE.
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gifting copies across the 
community. 

Stories to Make you Smile 
is a timely celebration of 
the small moments and 
personal stories that can 
put a smile on our face. 

A spokesperson for 
Greenfield Arts said: “We  
are delighted to be part of 
this wider campaign and 
work with World Book 
Night to involve our com-
munity in such a positive 
way and we are looking 
forward to hearing some 
inspiring reviews. 

“We are committed to 
finding ways to share 
inspiration and positivity 
through other projects 
across their programme 
including recent exam-
ples such as Boxes of 
Inspiration, and Creativity 
for the Soul and How Can 
I Help? sharing creative 
resources and working 
with partners to reach our 
community.”

World Book Night was 
hosted by Sandi Toksvig 
and was presented by 
The Reading Agency. 

GREENFIELD ARTS took 
part in World Book Night 
last week, on Friday 23 
April, to celebrate crea-
tivity and inspire a love of 
reading.  

World Book Night is an 
annual celebration of 
books and reading that 
brings people from all 
backgrounds together 
to inspire others to read 
more. 

This year the organi-
sation is celebrating its 
10th anniversary and 
allocated copies of a spe-
cial publication Stories to 
Make You Smile to bring 
happiness and inspira-
tion to others.  

The book is a collec-
tion of warm hearted 
and funny stories from 
many well-known come-
dians and writers such as 
Jenny Éclair, Mark Wat-
son and Richard Made-
ley.  

Greenfield Arts were 
able to secure eighty 
copies of this lovely book 
and have been busy shar-
ing the joy of reading by 

GREENFIELD CELEBRATE 
WORLD BOOK NIGHT

OUR PLEDGES TO YOU
Labour candidates for Shildon & Dene

Valley Ward on Durham County Council
Matthew
JOHNSON

Shirley
QUINN

Samantha
TOWNSEND

Use all your votes for Labour - 6th May 
Promoted by Carl Mustill, on behalf of Matthew Johnson, Shirley Quinn and Samantha Townsend, all of 1 Cockton Hill Road Bishop Auckland DL14 6EN

Pride in our town and villages - We will promote Shildon and shout its praises
at every opportunity, fighting for provision and resources.

Anti Social Behaviour - Policing has suffered massive cuts. We will work with
the police and communities to address problem areas.

Young people - We will champion our young people, create the opportunities they
deserve and continue to campaign for secondary education in Shildon.

Communication - We will have regular surgeries and opportunities to meet you.

Heritage - In the run up to the bicentenary of the Stockton and Darlington
Railway, we will promote our proud cultural and industrial heritage.  

SHILDON’S LOCOMO-
TION Museum is look-
ing forward to welcom-
ing back visitors from 
Wednesday 19th May.

Tickets will need to be 
booked in advance but 
entry remains free. 

Book online now at loco-
motion.org.uk/visit.

MUSEUM SET 
TO REOPEN

AHEAD OF it’s planned 
reopening on 17th May, 
staff and members of 
the Railway Institute are 
appealing for volunteers 
to ‘get the place spruced 
up’.

If anyone would like to 
donate some time and 
elbow grease, contact the 
Save Our Stute team via 
Facebook.

Times and dates sched-
uled for cleaning ses-
sions include:
• Friday 30th April, 10-5;
• Saturday 1st May, 10-5;
• Thursday 6th May, 5.30-

8.30;
• Friday 7th May, 10-5;
• Saturday 8th May, 10-5.

OPERATION 
SPRING CLEAN

AFTER BEING unable to 
visit their beloved Algarve 
due to lockdown, a Shildon 
couple decided to ‘walk’ 
there instead.

Gillian and Alan Clarkson 
embarked on their virtual 
walk to Portugal in order 
to raise funds for charity, 
and have so far walked 
over 640 miles and raised 
in excess of £3,000.

The couple are hoping to 
raise as much cash as pos-
sible for various charities 
in memory of five friends 
they have lost during the 

WALK TO PORTUGAL RAISES 
FUNDS FOR LOST LOVED ONES

Alan and Gillian Clarkson pounding the pavement to 
raise funds for Versus Arthritis, Butterwick Hospice and 
Macmillan Cancer Care.

pandemic.
Mr Clarkson said: “Two 

of the friends were fellow 
Shildon supporters, like 
myself, and supported Shil-
don Football Club home 
and away over the years.

“The other people were 
very good family friends 
who we have known for 
over 40 years and were in 
our social group. We will 
fondly remember them, 
always.”

To donate, visit uk.vir-
ginmoneygiving.com and 
search for Gillian Clarkson.
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Local leagues, competitions and events...
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SHILDON AFC are set for 
promotion to the fourth 
tier of non-league foot-
ball after the FA Council 
agreed to an earlier rec-
ommendation of the FA’s 
Alliance and Leagues 
Committees that the 
restructure at Steps 4-6 
should go ahead. 

The club quickly con-
firmed on social media 
that it will be accepting 
the FA’s invitation to apply 
for promotion. 

SHILDON SET FOR PROMOTION 
AS FA AGREE TO PYRAMID PLAN

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 
- Rubber fibreglass flat roofing 

with 20 year guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel 01388 605489
07986 217936

Pass + 
Driving School
30 years experience
High Pass RAte

** Special Offer **
4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on

07989 802481

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com
St Helen Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT

07582 570308
WWW.SHILDONMOTORCO.CO.UK • INFO@SHILDONMOTORCO.CO.UK • 01740 652266

SHILDON RAILWAY 
Cricket Club’s fixture at 
Redcar faded out to a los-
ing draw, as old failings 
re-emerged. 

The Darlington Build-
ing Society North Yorks 
& South Durham Premier 
Cricket League Division 3 
match saw the home side 
win the toss and elect to 
bat. 

Shildon, who were with-
out strike bowlers Phil 
Garbutt and Chris Young, 
struggled to make inroads 
against some stubborn 

OLD FAILINGS RETURN TO HAUNT RAILWAYMEN
batting and Redcar com-
pleted their 40 overs on 
209 for 8, Shildon skipper 
Rob Nevison taking 3 for 
29 from his 10 overs. 

In reply, Shildon’s top 
order proved fragile, only  
Michael Lumley, contin-
uing his good form with 
44 runs, looking likely 
to push the innings on 
towards the Redcar total. 

Shildon settled for the 
draw finishing with 116 for 
8. All-round improvement 
is needed if Shildon are to 
challenge for the league 

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP
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In a statement released 
on Wednesday, the club 
said: “We can confirm 
that we have received our 
invitation to move up to 
Step 4 and it’s the inten-
tion of the Club to accept 
the challenge to play at a 
higher level. 

“We will complete the 
application accordingly 
and we look forward to 
competing against new 
teams and visiting new 
places.”

Five years after their Northern League truimph in 2015/16, Shildon 
AFC are set for promotion to Step 4 of the non-league pyramid.

title and promotion this 
season.

Saturday sees the Rail-
waymen away at Wolviston 
in the league, followed by a 
trip mid-week to Blackhall 
in the Ken Welsh Cup.

EDITH AISBITT, for 50 
years a smiling face in 
Shildon AFC’s tea hut, 
passed away earlier this 
month, writes Mike Amos. 

For a lot of that time her 
affectionately-remembered 
husband, Bill, was either 
chairman or groundsman 
or both; for four decades 

she was joined in the 
kitchen by her friend Joan 
Clarkson, who died sev-
eral years ago.

The ever-hospitable pair, 
joint winners of the North-
ern League’s Unsung Hero 
award, retired togather in 
2003. “They’ve been the 
backbone of the club for 

many years and are irre-
placeable,” said Shildon 
secretary Mike Armitage 
at the time.

As well as feeding 
players and supporters 
on match days, Edith 
and Joan also laid on a 
renowned spread after 
training – at their own 
expense – and helped 
raise thousands of 
pounds for the club.

“Whenever you bump 
into ex-Shildon players 
there’s a common theme 
to their comments,” the 
late Mike Armitage had 
said. “They’ve never been 
so well looked after as 
when they were at Dean 
Street. A lot of that was 
down to Edith and Joan.”

EDITH AISBETT REMEMBERED

Edith Aisbitt (left) and Joan Clarkson at Shildon’s tea hut.


