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ELECTRIC ELECTRIC && MANUAL RECLINER SUITES MANUAL RECLINER SUITES
OV E R 2 0 I N S T O C K FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

LAST WEEK, Paul Howell, 
MP for Sedgefield,  was 
joined by Rail Minister 
Chris Heaton-Harris, and 
the pair visited Ferryhill 
Station to discuss the 

next steps in reopening 
Ferryhill Station and the 
connected lines. 

Since becoming MP 
for Sedgefield in Decem-
ber 2019, Mr Howell has  

actively campaigned for 
the reopening of Ferryhill 
Station to help improve 
transport connectivity 
across the region. 

Ferryhill Station was 

closed to passengers on 
the 6th of March 1967. 

The closure has made 
travelling across the 

Rail Minister, Chris Heaton-Harris MP (centre left)  visited Ferryhill Station at the invitation of Sedgefield MP, Paul Howell (centre right).

MP HOSTS RAIL MINISTER IN 
FERRYHILL STATION DISCUSSIONS

ENDEAVOUR 
RECEIVES 
FUNDING FOR 
COMPUTERS
COUNTY DURHAM Com-
munity Foundation has 
awarded Endeavour Wood-
crafts funding of £1,500 
through its Community 
Grants Funding Pro-
gramme. 

The facility can now  
upgrade its two second 
hand PCs.

A spokesperson said: “We 
are very grateful to be able 
to have up-to-date equip-
ment to improve our admin-
istration work and data 
security. We intend to move 
our PCs to the dining area 
to allow our service users to 
practice their IT skills.”

DESIGNS PUT 
FORWARD FOR 
FERRYHILL 
SKATE PARK
FERRYHILL TOWN Council 
has submitted a planning 
application to Durham 
County Council for a con-
crete skate facility in King 
George Recreation Ground.

During a consultation 
with young people, profes-
sional skate companies 
were invited to submit 
designs for the facility, and 
a public vote was held to 
choose the final design. 

If approved, external fund-
ing of around £100,000 will 
be sought to complete the 
project.
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would like us to cover, we 
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BirthdaysPassed  Away

In Memoriam

The deadline for next 
week’s classified 
submissions is noon on: 
Monday 3rd May

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email chapter@swd.news.
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nee Norris
Aged 80 years.

Passed peacefully on 
16th April, 2021

after a short illness.

Margaret Wilkinson

Much-loved sister and aunt 
who will be sadly missed

60!

Ian Cooke

From Marylyn, Zoe, Sam, 
Kurt, David, Freya, 

Rowen & Bella

Happy 60th Birthday

Joy Anderson and family 
would like to sincerely thank 

everyone for the many 
expressions of sympathy, 

flowers, cards and kind 
tributes following the 

passing of Wally in January.
Your acts of thoughtfulness 
and support at the time and 

since are of great comfort 
and are deeply appreciated.

Anderson

20th April 2010
Also

Doris Hornsby

Dearly loved and missed by 
all your family

xxx

Stephen Hornsby
4th January 2019

We think about you always
We talk about you still,
You have never been 

forgotten
And you never will.

We hold you close 
within our hearts

And there you will remain,
To walk and guide us 

through our lives
Until we meet again

Wanted
Wanted: Household Furniture.  
Traditional or modern. 
Tel Ryan on 07860 560295.Lyn Roberts

Love Dorothy, Ronnie 
& family

xx

Memories of a dear friend, 
still loved, still missed, 

still very dear.

30.04.2010
Not a day goes by that you 

aren’t in our thoughts Mam.

Linden Roberts

Loved and missed every day, 
gone but not forgotten.

All our love, Barbara, 
Jonathan, Shannon & 

Brooklyn
xxx

TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST.

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONALLY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 651350
Mobile: 0777 4704739

1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHILL.

Established 1845

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork
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with thirteen standing for 
election but just twelve 
seats available. 

Meanwhile, for the 
Durham County Council 
elections, in the Bishop 
Middleham and Cornforth 
seat, three candidates  
are standing for the one 
County Councillor seat: 
Tony Brimm (Ind), Paul-
ine Crathorne (Lab) and 
Elaine Peeke (Con). 

In the Ferryhill Division, 
seven cadidates are con-
testing three seats: Car-
ole Atkinson (Lab), Peter 
Atkinson (Lab), Brian 
Avery (Ind), Curtis Bihari 
(Lab), David Farry (Ind), 
Joe Makepeace (Ind) and  
Joe Quinn (Con).

In Chilton, three candi-
dates are also standing 
for the one County seat: 
Julie Cairns, Oliver Peeke 
(Con) and Stuart Suther-
land (Lab). 

Meanwhile, three can-
didates are contesting 
the position of County 
Durham Police and Crime 
Commissioner: Joy 
Allen (Lab and Co-op),  
Anne-Marie Curry (Lib 
Dem) and George Jab-
bour (Con). 

The deadlines for reg-
istering to vote, voting by 
proxy and voting by post 
have already passed, but 
voters can still attend 
their local polling sta-
tion to vote in person on 
polling day, Thursday 6th 
May. 

If you have forgotten to 
post your postal vote, you 
can still also bring this 
along to a polling station 
on polling day.

It is not necessary to 
have your polling card in 
order to vote in person. If 
you have lost your polling 
card, you can still turn up 
and give your name. 

It is, however, necessary 
to attend the correct poll-
ing station on the day. If 
you aren’t sure, the infor-
mation is available by 
entering your postcode 
at durham.gov.uk/polling 
stations.

Polling stations are 
open from 7am until 
10pm on polling day. 

As a result of the pan-
demic, it is advise when-
ever possible to bring 
along your own pen or 
pencil. Visit durham.gov.
uk/elections for more.

RESIDENTS OF Ferry-
hill and Chilton will join 
their fellow County Dur-
ham voters at the polls 
next week as elections 
take place for Town and 
County Councillors and 
the region’s Police and 
Crime Commissioner.

The majority of elec-
tions in Ferryhill and 
Chilton at both town and 
county level look set to 
be hotly contested with 
enough candidates stand-
ing to ensure an election 
contest must take place. 

In Cornforth, Bishop 
Middleham and Windle-
stone, not enough candi-
dates are standing, so all 
registered candidates will 
be elected uncontested. 

However, in Ferryhill, all 
three wards will be con-
tested, with eight can-
didates bidding for the 
seven seats in Ferryhill 
& Dean Bank ward, four 
candidates bidding for 
the two seats in Ferryhill 
Station and a full thirteen 
candidates seeking one 
of just eight seats availa-
ble in the Broom ward. 

At Chilton, one candi-
date is set to miss out 

LOCAL ELECTIONS HOTLY CONTESTED
County Durham residents will go to the polls on Thursday 6th May to vote in the County 
Council, Town Council and Police and Crime Comissioner elections. 

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 
- Rubber fibreglass flat roofing 

with 20 year guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel 01388 605489
07986 217936

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

region for work, study, 
shopping, and leisure 
more complex. 

Mr Howell said: “Ben 
Houchen and his team 
have created a huge 
number of business and 
job opportunities in Tees 
Valley and people need a 
direct route to Teesside to 
take advantage of those 
opportunities. 

“It’s just over 20 miles 
from Ferryhill to Teesside, 
the car journey takes less 
than 30 minutes, but Fer-
ryhill has a very low level 
of car ownership. 

“If we can have a direct 
train service from Ferry-
hill to Teesside we can 
open the opportunities for 
many more to commute 
for work, study, shopping 
and leisure.”

Mr Howell was born in 
Ferryhill and remembers 
when Ferryhill Station still 
had trains. 

He said: “The Ferry-
hill I grew up in was a 
great place to live and as 
restrictions are lifted, we 
need to concentrate on 
reopening train routes to 
build thriving businesses 
and communities. 

“Several communities 
in Sedgefield are named 
because of their historic 
railway links, Ferryhill 
Station; Trimdon Station 
and Station Town being 
primary examples, but 
none of them have a sta-
tion anymore. 

“A station brings eco-
nomic growth and all the 

good things that go with 
that, as well as the ability 
to stimulate young peo-
ple’s aspirations and abil-
ity to get a job. 

“This line can connect 
to Teesside in a heart-
beat.

“The project of restoring 
Ferryhill is shovel ready, 
and is certain to create 
and secure jobs, level up 
the north and re-connect 
a forgotten corner of this 
country. 

“The provision of a 
station at Ferryhill is 
very much linked to the 
need for investment on 
the East Coast Mainline 
(ECML), upon which the 
disused station sits. 

“This would also be a 
foundational investment 
that compliments the 
proposed reopening of 
the Leamside Line.”

Chris Heaton-Harris 
said: “It was great to visit 
Ferryhill Station and see 
the potential that is here. 

“Following the national 
effort in fighting the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
another great effort is 
needed to grow the econ-
omy of this region. 

“I am hugely impressed 
by everything I’ve seen 
today and the capacity 
in this area for economic 
growth. 

“The feasibility study 
is underway, and I look 
forward to seeing the 
results. 

“Paul Howell MP has 
had many meetings pro-
moting Ferryhill Station 
with me.”

MP CAMPAIGNS FOR RE-
OPENING OF STATION

FROM PAGE 1

Glamour Rooms
Retro Shop

24A Market Street, Ferryhill, DL17 8JN
Tel: 07751 740032

◊ Shabby Chic Furniture ◊
◊ Retro Potteries & Ceramics ◊
◊ Refurbishmeent of Furniture ◊

◊ Retro Clothes ◊
◊ Steam Punk Lamps ◊

Open Mon 9-4, Wed 11-4, Fri 9-4
& last Sunday of the month 11-4

Grass Cutting from £5
All outdoor work 

undertaken
No job too small

01388 450629
07738 673 201

Friendly, local, reliable service
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electricity meter was 
bypassed. 

Searches of the address 
and vehicles found a 
significant amount of 
cash, several mobile 
phones and other items 
suspected to be used in 
criminal activities. 

Three vehicles were 
also seized from the 
address for not having 
the correct documenta-
tion. 

Sergeant Peter New-
man, of Ferryhill Neigh-
bourhood Policing Team, 
said: “I would like to 

thank members of the 
public for coming for-
ward with vital pieces 
of information that were 
instrumental in today’s 
action. 

“This is a clear mes-
sage that we will take 
action against people 
who profit from other 
people’s misery. 

“I would encourage 
anyone with any informa-
tion about crime to con-
tact the police on 101 or 
speak to Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 08000 
555 111”

AN EARLY morning oper-
ation in West Cornforth 
recently lead to an arrest, 
vehicles seized and cash 
recovered. 

Officers attended an 
address on Birch Road, 
West Cornforth, just 
before 8am on 21st 
April as part of an intelli-
gence-lead operation. 

A 24-year-old male was 
arrested on suspicion 
of conspiracy to supply 
Class A drugs and taken 
into police custody. 

Officers searched the 
address and found the 

POLICE SEIZE VEHICLES AND CASH 
DURING EARLY MORNING OPERATION

One of the three vehicles seized from the address in West Cornforth following the police operation.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

A REPEAT Class A drug 
dealer is beginning a 
prison sentence of over 5 
years after his third con-
viction of similar offences. 

Officers from Ferryhill 
Neighbourhood Policing 
Team executed a search 
warrant in July 2019 where 
a quantity of heroin and 
cocaine were both found, 
along with two mobile 
phones. 

Paul Tate, of Davy Street, 
Ferryhill, was arrested and 
interviewed at the time of 
the offences and an inves-
tigation took place by Fer-
ryhill NPT. 

Messages on the mobile 
phones indicated that the 
51-year-old was involved 

DRUG DEALER JAILED 
FOR 5 YEARS

Paul Tate was given a jail sentence of over 5 years.

in the supply of controlled 
drugs.  

The Ferryhill resident 
has two previous con-
victions of possessing a 
Class A drug with intent to 
supply. 

Tate, who pleaded guilty, 
appeared at Durham 
Crown Court where he was 
sentenced to 5 years and 
220 days behind bars.   

Anyone with information 
about drug dealing in their 
community should call 
police on 101, or you can 
provide information anon-
ymously via independent 
charity Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111 or online at 
crimestoppers-uk.org/
give-information.

Bellwoods Windows and Doors

15 year guarantee on all UPVC frames and glass
Find us on Facebook. Free quotations.

Tel: 01388 205 670 
Email: davebellwood1@aol.co.uk

Chilton based FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558

WWW.SHILDONMOTORCO.CO.UK • INFO@SHILDONMOTORCO.CO.UK • 01740 652266
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Your Priorities First

More Police

Prevent Crime

Protect

Pursue Criminals

My top priority is getting
more police and PSCOs
back on our streets.

I will invest in
neighbourhood policing to
prevent crime happening.

I will put the protection of
victims at the centre of
everything I do. 

I'll make sure our Police
have the resources they
need to pursue offenders.

I'll prioritise the issues
that matter to you: anti-
social behaviour, fly-
tipping, drugs, vandalism
and speeding. 

My pledges to you: 

Joy Allen

Since last year I have been listening to resident's views on crime
and disorder in County Durham and Darlington over zoom, on
the telephone and in person when it has been safe to do so. I
also ran an online crime survey which generated 1,211
responses. 

I have developed a police and crime plan based on the priorities
that you have told me about. I know that anti-social behaviour,
fly-tipping, vandalism, speeding and burglary are all top
priorities for the Police to tackle in our area. 

People deserve to feel safe in their own communities.
Government cuts has meant Durham has lost almost 500 Police
Officers off our streets. Fewer resources has led to increases in
crime. As your Police and Crime Commissioner, I will fight to get
the resources we need to make our communities safer and put
more Police Officers and PCSOs back on the streets.

If you elect me as your Police and Crime Commissioner you can
depend on me to place the public at the heart of everything I do
and I will do all in my power to ensure the residents of County
Durham and Darlington get the policing service they deserve

I've set out in detail how I will deliver on these priorities. You can
view my plan on my website at joy4durhampcc.com. 

/joy4DurhamPCC @Joy4Pcc @joy4durhampcc joy4durhampcc@outlook.com

Keep up with my campaign:

Pr
in

te
d 

by
 M

T 
Pr

in
t, 

N
or

th
 P

ar
k 

H
ou

se
, W

he
ss

oe
 R

d,
 D

ar
lin

gt
on

 D
L3

 0
YL

. P
ro

m
ot

ed
 b

y 
Au

dr
ey

 L
ai

ng
 o

n 
be

ha
lf 

of
 Jo

y 
Al

le
n,

 b
ot

h 
at

 1
00

 H
at

fie
ld

 P
la

ce
, P

et
er

le
e,

 S
R8

 5
TD

PREVENT. PROTECT. PURSUE.
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Out with the old  
and in with the new
You could qualify for a FREE gas boiler and central 
heating system from Durham County Council if you 
currently have a solid fuel boiler or electric heaters in 
your home. 
Grants are available to help residents access an energy 
efficient heating system to have a warmer home and 
lower energy bills.

* To qualify you’ll need to:

Live in a property which doesn’t have gas central 
heating
Have a household income of up to £30,000
OR
Someone living in the property must be in receipt of 
an eligible benefit. 
Call us now to check if you qualify!

* Subject to terms and conditions

Find out more about 
Warm Homes Grants

Apply now

Powered by

 E.ON 0333 202 4481
 WHFapplications@eonenergy.com
  www.durham.gov.uk/warmhomescampaign

RESIDENTS WILL be able 
to check if they have coro-
navirus without showing 
any symptoms as lateral 
flow test centres open 
across County Durham. 

Durham County Coun-
cil has launched its Lat-
eral Flow Device (LFD) 
Community Testing pro-
gramme, where regular 
rapid Covid-19 tests are 
now available for people 
without symptoms of 
coronavirus.

Residents who wish to 
take part in regular test-
ing can book a slot at 
one of the 14 new LFD 
sites across the county. 
Walk-in slots are also 
available. 

The tests can be taken at:
• Annfield Plain Library, 

DH9 8EZ
• Belmont Library, DH1 

2AA
• Brandon Library, DH7 

8NN
• Chilton Library, DL17 0EX
• Easington Colliery 

Library, SR8 3PN
• Lanchester Library, DH7 

0NT
• Newton Aycliffe Youth 

Centre, DL5 4HT

• Pelton Library, DH2 1HS
• Spennymoor Leisure 

Centre, DL16 6DB
• Teesdale Hub, DL12 8TD
• Trimdon Library, TS29 

6PY
• Willington Library, DL15 

0PG
• Wolsingham Library, 

DL13 3AB
• Woodhouse Close 

Library, DL14 6JX.
Home testing kits can 

also be ordered for resi-
dents who would prefer 
to take a test from home. 
These can be delivered to 
home or collected from 
the nearest Community 
Collect site.

All of the above LFD test-
ing sites are registered as 
Community Collect sites 
for home testing kits. 
Local pharmacies have 
also signed up to become 
a collection point. 

Those who wish to take 
part in the scheme are 
encouraged to take a test 
twice a week. Residents 
who will be taking their 
tests at home can take their 
first test at one of the LFD 
testing sites, where staff 
will be on hand to give help-

ful guidance to feel more 
confident testing at home. 

Residents are also 
advised to take a test even if 
they have already received 
their Covid-19 vaccination. 
It is important to still take 
part in the scheme as those 
who are vaccinated can still 
carry and transmit the dis-
ease to other people they 
come into contact with.

Residents can book an 
LFD test online at www.
bookwhen.com/dcc_test-
ing or by contacting County 
Durham Together Commu-
nity Hub on 03000 260 260.

The location of all County 
Durham LFD sites, open-
ing times and directions 
to the sites can be found 
at https://countydurham.
maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk.

LFD testing kits can also 
be collected at Commu-
nity Collect sites and phar-
macies across County 
Durham. Find the nearest 
collection point at https://
maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk

Lastly, a home LFD test 
kit online can be ordered to 
be delivered to your home 
at gov.uk/order-coronavi-
rus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests.

LATERAL FLOW TEST CENTRES OPEN
FERRYHILL LADDER 
Centre is hosting two 
courses in conjunction 
with Bishop Auckland 
College; Level 2 Food 
Safety in Catering and 
Level 3 Emergency First 
Aid at Work.

The First Aid course 
takes place on Monday 
21st June, between 9am 
and 4.30pm, and will 
train those taking part 
to administer CPR, use 
an automated external 
defibrillator, and how to 
handle a range of medical 
emergencies.

The Food Safety course 
takes place on Friday 

25th June, from 9am to 
4.30pm, and will teach 
an understanding of the 
systems, techniques and 
procedures involved in 
food safety and how to 
confidently and expertly 
safely deliver quality food 
to customers. 

Both courses are free 
for those in receipt of a 
means tested benefit,, 
while a charge of £25 will 
be in place for those who 
are not.

For more information, or 
to book a place on either 
course, call Denise Hopps 
at Bishop Auckland Col-
lege on 01388 443078.

COURSES AT THE 
LADDER CENTRE

Local Accountancy & Taxation firm based in Spennymoor, 
Established Since 1983, looking after a range of businesses with 

Financial and Taxation Advice
Companies | Self Employed | Partnerships | Financial Accounts 
Tax Returns | CIS | Payroll | Capital Gains | VAT and much more

Free no-obligation Consultation
 Tel: 01388 815324

Address:- 29 Whitworth Terrace, Spennymoor, Co Durham, DL16 7LE
Email:- info@barrysummers.co.uk | Website:- www.barrysummers.co.uk
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VOTE LABOUR ON 6 MAY 2021 

VOTE LABOUR ON 6 MAY 2021 FOR FERRYHILL TOWN 
COUNCIL AND DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL 
Promoted by Curtis Bihari, 29 Skipton Close, Ferryhill, Co Durham, DL17 8ST 
Printed By, Newton Press, Blue Ridge Centre, Ayecliffe Business Park, Co Durham, DL5 6DS 

CANDIDATES FOR BROOM WARD OF FERRYHILL TOWN COUNCIL 

Kath Conroy | Peter Atkinson | Robyn Hume | Curtis Bihari | Carole Atkinson | Bernie Lamb 

CANDIDATES FOR FERRYHILL STATION WARD OF FERRYHILL TOWN COUNCIL 

 Christine Woods | Margaret Walton 

CANDIDATES FOR FERRYHILL & KIRK MERRINGTON WARD OF DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL 

Peter Atkinson | Curtis Bihari | Carole Atkinson 

• The Independent Candidates leaflet claims “ZERO percent increase in your council 
tax” as one of their achievements over the past 3 years at Ferryhill Town Council. But 
do not be fooled - they only awarded a 0% increase this year. The year before your 
Independent councillors increased it by 1% and the year before that by 2%!  

• The Independent Councillors stated they would complete the Ferryhill Neighbourhood 
Plan within 1 year of taking majority at Town Council - this is still yet to be completed. 
Leaving Ferryhill without a solid plan to protect the areas that matter to us and layout 
what development we want for our area. 

• Your Labour Durham County Council have invested £100,000 into regeneration 
works in Dean Bank, in partnership with Bernicia Homes, with more to come! 

• The Conservative Candidate leaflet priorities don’t mention Ferryhill once!  

• We will make Anti-Social Behaviour a priority. Working with the Police, 
Neighbourhood Wardens and Anti-Social Behaviour Teams in areas of resident 
concern, such as King George V Playing Field, Ferryhill Station and Dean Bank. 

• Labour led Durham County Council will be giving our AAP over £300,000 to support 
projects and initiatives underpinned by your priorities through the Towns and Villages 
Fund. 

• We will continue our Work to tackle empty properties in Ferryhill Station and Dean 
Bank 

• We will work throughout Ferryhill & Kirk Merrington with all residents, community 
groups, allotment associations and businesses on the things that matter to them. 
Always striving to resolve your issues the best we can. 

Honest, Hard Working and Dependable... 

We will work hard for you, representing you, passing on your views to the rest of the council, making sure 
the decisions that are made are in your interests and that of the whole community. We already have a 
track record of community service, we are all involved in local groups in Ferryhill and work hard every 
day on things that matter to residents. With your vote, we will continue to do just that. 
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local history. 
Led by archivist Victoria 

Oxberry, ‘What can I tell 
you’ will look at the idea of 
diary-writing and why peo-
ple do it. Participants will 
be able to look at examples 
from the record office’s 
collections and hear why 
it is important that they are 
collected and preserved for 
future generations to enjoy. 

The free online talk takes 
place on Thursday, 20th 
May, from 10.30am to 
11.30am. 

Dawn Layland, education 
archivist, said: “These ses-
sions offer an excellent 
opportunity for people to 
find out more about how to 
research the past and their 
local history, whether that 
is exploring their own fam-
ily tree or County Durham’s 
heritage. 

“As well as showing 
enthusiasts which sources 
can assist their search, 
they will be able to look 
through some of the fas-
cinating items from our 
own collections, which will 
hopefully further inspire 
their own searches.”

The record office is also 
running two free online 
sessions during the May 
half-term, aimed at children 
across the county. 

‘Snippets from the 

Archives: Investigating 
County Durham in the past’ 
will look at how Durham 
has changed over time. 

Children will be able to 
see how photos and maps 
can explain and illustrate 
the massive changes that 
our county’s towns and vil-
lages have seen during the 
past 200 years. They will 
also find out more about 
some of the children who 
worked in the county’s 
mines. 

Imagining the life of a 
young boy who was given 
a candle to help him work 
underground in a coal mine 
more than 175 years ago, 
children taking part in the 
session will also be able to 
make light jars using tissue 
paper, following the theme 
of light. 

The free half-hour ses-
sion is aimed at those aged 
between seven and 11, but 
younger children could also 
join in. The sessions are 
taking place on Tuesday 1st 
June from 2pm to 2.30pm 
and Thursday 3rd June, 
from 10am to 10.30am. 

Online booking is essen-
tial for each of the events. 
To book a place, visit the 
record office online shop at 
https://recordofficeshop.
durham.gov.uk/pgEventRe-
sult.

COUNTY DURHAM resi-
dents looking to delve into 
the past can take part in a 
number of online sessions 
as part of Local History 
Month.

Durham County Council’s 
Durham County Record 
Office is running the events 
to raise awareness of local 
history and to promote the 
archive service and its var-
ied collections.

As part of its Branching 
Out programme, the record 
office is hosting a Local 
History Month special for 
family historians with expe-
rience of searching the 
archives. 

The session will show 
people how to locate and 
use local history sources, 
such as maps and trade 
directories, which are not 
often used for family his-
tory but can shed light on 
past generations and the 
world they inhabited. 

The online event takes 
place on Thursday 13th 
May, with a choice of morn-
ing (10am to 11am) or 
evening (6pm to 7pm) ses-
sions, with tickets costing 
£5. 

Meanwhile, as part of 
the record office’s popular 
Third Thursday Talk series, 
there will also be a session 
on the value of diaries for 

LOOK BACK AT DURHAM’S HISTORY
Diary of Esme Simpson, 1917.

poetry corner
Strangers No More

By John Harbron, Chilton

Strangers

Though we passed most every day

Strangers

Going our separate way

Strangers

As we greet, a shy hello

Strangers

That seems so long ago

Strangers

Now we greet and talk

Strangers

Much in common, as we walk

Strangers

Not where this story ends

Strangers

No more!

Now we are friends.

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Chapter is 
delivered to 
around 
8,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution


