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MARKS AND Spencer’s 
Bishop Auckland store 
had handed over a 
cheque for £1,843.37 to 
the Solan Connor Fawc-
ett Family Cancer Trust, 
reports Josie Eldridge. 

Lynda O’Brien, a Sales 
Assistant who lives 
in Crook and Sonya 
Goundry, her manager 
who lives in Spennymoor, 
were responsible for 
coordinating the branch’s 
fundraising efforts. 

Lynda had visited the 
charity’s boutique shop 
in Spennymoor when 
considering a charity and 
was impressed by the 
tailored support and the 
relaxation facilities they 
could offer.

Sonya had been aware 
of the charity’s reputa-
tion from knowing people 
who had received its sup-
port and noted that she 
hears a lot of positivity 
about its work.

With current restric-
tions and the impact of 
lockdowns on hosting 
large events, the money 
was raised within the 
M&S store through a 
combination of staff and 
customer raffles and 
bonus ball draws. 

Mark said that he was 
thoroughly grateful for all 
of the support and that he 
is eager to use the money 
to fund the upcoming 
drop-in area. 

“That’s a fantastic 
amount of money,” he 
said. “I’m always over-
whelmed when people 
support us, but when 
people come over and 
give their day up to help, 
it’s mind-blowing.”

The charity is looking 
for volunteers in a range 
of areas, from admin to 
IT, the kitchen and more.  
For more information, 
email info@teamsolan.
org.uk.

M&S RAISE FUNDS FOR TEAM SOLAN 
Lynda O’Brien and Sonya Goundry of Bishop Auckland’s Marks and Spencer store hand over a fundraising cheque to Mark Solan.
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ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L I N E R  S U I T E S

O V E R 2 0 I N S T O C K 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

AND WE’RE back! Again! 
We would like to warmly 
welcome back our read-
ers and thank you all for 
your patience during our 
enforced hiatus. 

It’s not quite ‘business 
as usual’ for the country 
just yet, but there is cer-
tainly hope that the roll-
ing out of vaccines will 
bring some semblance of 
normality in the coming 
months. 

Many of us have been 
working from home, and 
our staff will continue to 
do so for now. 

The pause in printing 
has also given us plenty 
of pause for thought 
as we consider how to 
approach such incidents 
as these should we ever 
again be forced to stop 
printing. We have had 
several ideas in that 
regard which we hope will 
manifest themselves in 
robust contingency plans 
for the future. 

More on that in due 
course but for now, we 
are delighted to be back in 
print and look forward to 
many months - and years 
- of uninterrupted service 
to your communities.

SPENNYMOOR 
NEWS IS 
BACK... AGAIN! 
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

spenny@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Spennymoor News 
cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. Spennymoor 

News accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Spennymoor News 
when contacting 

advertisers.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

www.swd.news/crier

www.swd.news/bishop

For more news from Spennymoor and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

PIZZAPIZZAPIZZA   
ClassicClassicClassic   

15% off online orders15% off online orders15% off online orders   
Collection or deliveryCollection or deliveryCollection or delivery   

Spennymoor, opposite the Town HallSpennymoor, opposite the Town HallSpennymoor, opposite the Town Hall   
   

Tel: 01388 812422Tel: 01388 812422Tel: 01388 812422   
www.classicwww.classicwww.classic---pizza.co.ukpizza.co.ukpizza.co.uk 

It is time to treat yourself  

WWW.SHILDONMOTORCO.CO.UK • INFO@SHILDONMOTORCO.CO.UK • 01740 652266

Alison Clark, Durham 
County Council’s head 
of culture, sport and 
tourism, said: “With the 
changes to restrictions 
from 12th April, we are 
preparing to reopen the 
majority of our county’s 
libraries for residents 
and with it make a large 
number of our in-person 
services available. 

“We will also continue 
to provide online ser-
vices, with an extended 
digital offer, and the 
Doorstep Book Delivery 
service. 

“We are looking for-

ward to welcoming resi-
dents back to our librar-
ies where they will be 
able to safely enjoy its 
facilities.”

Anyone can become 
a member of the library 
service by visiting 
Library Online or calling 
one of the libraries that 
are reopening.

For more informa-
tion, including contact 
details for participating 
libraries, or to become 
a member of the library 
service, call 03000 260 
000 or visit www.dur-
ham.gov.uk/libraries.

RESIDENTS IN Spenn-
ymoor are now able to 
visit libraries in person 
as restrictions ease this 
week.

Following the next 
phase in the govern-
ment’s roadmap, which 
saw some businesses 
and facilities reopen 
from Monday 12th April, 
Durham County Coun-
cil is reintroducing its 
in-library browsing and 
computer services at 37 
of its libraries, including 
Spennymoor. 

Although not all library 
services will resume, the 
following services will 
be available:
• In-library browsing 

(limited to 20 minutes 
if maximum capacity 
or queues forming out-
side) 

• Computer access (lim-
ited to 45 minutes)

• Self-service photocop-
ying / printing 

• Study tables at town 
centre libraries 

• Book request service 
• Inter library loans 
• Doorstep book drops.

Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, while libraries 
reopen the following ser-
vices will be unavailable:
• Cash handling – any 

charges for copying 
and printing will be 
added to customer 
library account to pay 
later 

• Easy seating
• Meeting rooms for hire
• Events or activities
• Books on Wheels
• Mobile Library 
• Book Bus

Library users will still 
be able to access online 
services and the digital 
offer is being extended 

to include more eBooks, 
eMagazines, eAudio-
books and free access 
to the family history 
research tool Ancestry.

There will be no late 
returns fines or request 
fees, and the Doorstep 
Book Delivery service 
will continue.

Library opening hours 
will be different at each 
library and will not be 
in line with their former 
opening hours. Resi-
dents are encouraged 
to check any changes 
in opening times before 
visiting. 

LIBRARIES RE-OPEN FOR BROWSING

All libraries will have a one way system and spaced out shelving for safety.
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Cooper’s MOTs

Classes 4 - 7
Cars - 4x4s - Pick-ups - Vans up to 3500kg

Servicing & Repairs - Laser Tracking
Vehicle Welding Clutches - Brakes - Exhausts

Compound 5 Tudhoe Ind Est, Spennymoor, DL16 6TL

Tel: 01388 818800

SPECIAL OFFER
Small Service including MOT  

FROM £125

Open Mon-Fri 7.30am - 5pm | Sat 8am - 12.30pm

at the Pricing Bureau in 
Durham City.

Tom and Audrey knew 
each other from the age 
of 16 as they both lived in 
the same area. Tom took 
Audrey to the pictures 
a few times, but the pair 
went their separate ways 
for a few years before 
meeting again in their 
early 20s. 

 One of Tom’s passions 
in life was dancing and 
he was admired for his 
sense of rhythm and 
smooth moves. It was his 
talent on the dance floor, 
together with his dark 
good looks, that caught 
the attention and eventu-
ally won the heart of the 
young Audrey. 

The couple were mar-
ried on 24th March 1951 
at St John’s Church in 
Meadowfield and since 
that first dance together, 
they have shared the hap-
piest of times, whirling 
each other around the 
dance floors of Black-
pool Tower Ballroom, 
the Winter Gardens, var-
ious hotels in Harrogate, 
and just about all local 
dances in and around 
Spennymoor.

The young couple set-
tled in Spennymoor after 
a honeymoon in their 
beloved Harrogate and 
went on to have two 
daughters, Sylvia and 
Louise.

When the two girls were 
a little older, Audrey’s 

experience at the Pricing 
Bureau meant that she 
was a perfect candidate 
to become a receptionist 
for Doctors Corrigan and 
Wood, and she spent the 
rest of her working life at 
the surgery which is now 
known as Bishops Close 
Health Centre.

After her retirement, 
and not being one to sit 
around, Audrey volun-
teered in the shop at the 
Maternity Unit at Bishop 
Auckland Hospital. Even 
to this day, she still 
wishes she was working.

Tragedy struck the fam-
ily later in life when Sylvia 
passed away at just 41 
years of age after under-
going a heart and lung 
transplant.

However, Tom and 
Audrey feel very lucky to 
have travelled together 
with their second daugh-
ter, Louise. In 1984, she 
won Graduate Trainee 
of the Year at Harrods in 
London and her career as 
a retail buyer has taken 
her - and her parents - 
around the world.

Audrey and Tom are 
looking forward to spend-
ing spring and summer 
with Louise, who was 
delighted to be able to 
help them celebrate their 
special day after ten days 
of quarantine when she 
arrived in the country. 
Their son-in-law, Taylor 
will be joining them in 
May.

TOM AND AUDREY Blen-
kinsopp of Warwick 
Close, Spennymoor 
marked an amazing sev-
enty years of marriage 
with their Platinum Wed-
ding Anniversary last 
month. 

The happy couple have 
been joined by their 
daughter, Louise, who 
flew in from Saltspring 
Island in British Colum-
bia, on the Pacific coast 
of Canada, to be part of 
the family celebrations.

Tom (92) was born in 
Spennymoor in 1928 and 
like so many young men 
of the time spent the 
early part of his working 
life as a miner at Dean 
and Chapter and later, 
Whitworth Park Colliery. 

When Black and Decker 
set up a factory in Spen-
nymoor, Tom joined the 
firm and spent the rest 
of his working life with 
them until he retired in 
the 1990s.

Audrey (93) was born 
Audrey Ruddick in Bear-
park in 1928 and was 
brought up in a musical 
family. She and younger 
sister, Violet were enter-
tained by their father, 
who was a talented pia-
nist, performing at many 
venues around Durham.

After a spell at school 
in Trowbridge, Somerset, 
where her mother Doro-
thy had many ties, Audrey 
returned to the north 
east, and began working 

AUDREY AND TOM CELEBRATE 
SEVENTY HAPPY YEARS TOGETHER

Tom and Audrey Blenkinsopp celebrated their Platinum Wedding anniversary last month.

FOUR MONTHS after the 
last Spennymoor News 
was published, it’s at long 
last possible to congrat-
ulate Ella-Rose, who won 
the December Christmas 
Trail competition prize 
draw.

A spokesperson for 
Churches Together said: 
“You may remember in the 
run up to Christmas, local 
businesses displayed 
drawings and paintings 
depicting famous Christ-
mas songs and carols. 

“People were then 
encouraged to find the 
displays and collect let-
ters to reveal a Bible verse 

CONGRATULATIONS ELLA-ROSE
Ella-Rose successfully worked out the winning Bible verse.

and Ella-Rose success-
fully worked it out as ‘The 
light shines in the dark-
ness’.

“In this photograph, Ella-
Rose from North Park 
Primary School proudly 
shows off her winning 
certificate and she also 
won a nativity set and 
chocolates!

“Thank you to every-
one who took part in the 
competition and to the 
individuals, schools and 
community groups who 
designed the posters and 
local businesses for help-
ing us to run the compe-
tition.”
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A PROPOSAL to amalgam-
ate a school and nursery 
so that pupils can attend 
a new multimillion-pound 
facility to accommodate 
rising demand for school 
places is set to go before 
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet. 

Plans to house Ox Close 
Primary and Oxclose 
Nursery schools in one 
primary school at a 
replacement new building 
on Durham Road will be 
discussed at the virtual 
meeting on Wednesday 
21st April. 

The new school, which 
Durham County Council 
has allocated the neces-
sary funding of £13.1mil-
lion towards, would be 
built on the former site of 
Tudhoe Grange Compre-
hensive School. 

If the proposals are 
given the go-ahead the 
site could be built and 
open to staff and pupils 
by September 2024. 

Ox Close Primary and 
Oxclose Nursery schools 
formed the Ox Close Fed-
eration in November 2018. 
The Spennymoor area 

has experienced and con-
tinues to experience sig-
nificant growth through 
housing developments 
which is putting pressure 
on school places across 
the town. To respond to 
this, some of the schools 
in the area have been 
expanded in recent  years. 

Ox Close Primary School 
was one of those schools, 
but despite this, without 

further expansion, it can-
not meet the demand for 
future places. The most 
effective solution for 
Spennymoor to address 
the pressure on places 
at Ox Close and across 
Spennymoor generally is 
a new build replacement 
school with an increased 
capacity.

John Pearce, Durham 
County Council’s corpo-

PLAN TO HOUSE SCHOOL AND NURSERY IN NEW BUILDING

rate director of children 
and young people’s ser-
vices, said: “Amalgam-
ating Ox Close Primary 
and Oxclose Nursery into 
one site is the best way 
of improving education 
outcomes and easing the 
pressure on school places 
in the Spennymoor area. 

“This proposal will 
enhance education provi-
sion in the area and lead 

to a more sustainable 
establishment for the long 
term that will bring about 
educational improvement 
and will continue to pro-
vide equal access for all.” 

Ox Close Primary School 
is judged as ‘Good’ by 
Ofsted and it was high-
lighted that teachers and 
teaching assistants have 
ensured that children 
in the early years thrive 
both academically and 
socially. Oxclose Nursery 
School meanwhile was 
judged as ‘Outstanding’ at 
its last inspection. 

The two schools there-
fore start from a strong 
position and officers in 
the council’s education 
service, in addition to the 
senior leadership team of 
the two schools, believe 
that learning and pro-
gress can be improved 
further if the two schools 
are amalgamated in one 
building. 

Cabinet is set to meet on 
Wednesday 21st April at 
9.30am. Members of the 
public can view the meet-
ing by visiting the coun-
cil’s YouTube channel.

FREE Legal Surgery
Every Wednesday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(20 minutes free)

33 Cheapside, Spennymoor 
Co. Durham, DL16 6QF

Call: 01388 815317
spennymoor@evansco.co.uk

TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST.

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONALLY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 01740 651350   Mobile: 0777 4704739
1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHILL.

Established 1845

Ferryhill Roofing 
Contractors

For all types of roofing, including flat roofing, 
guttering, facias & soffits 

Free Estimates - Over 35 years working locally
Call Trev on

01388 420152 or 07887 886558

THE LICENSING ACT 2003
Notice is hereby given that we, The Grind (NE), have applied to the 
Durham County Council in respect of the premises known as

3 CHEAPSIDE SPENNYMOOR DL16 6QE

for a Variation of Premises Licence to permit the following proposed li-
censable activities:

Films Monday to Friday 18:00 – 20:00, Saturday and Sunday 12:00 – 20:00, 
Live Music Monday to Friday 18:00 – 23:00, Saturday 12:00 – 23:00 and 
Sunday 12:00 – 22:00, Recorded Music Monday to Sunday 09:00 – 23:00 
All activities Indoors. Sale of alcohol Monday to Sunday 09:00 – 23:00 
On sales only

Due to the current circumstances surrounding COVID-19 if you wish to 
view the full application please email the Licensing Authority at licens-
ing@durham.gov.uk 

A Responsible Authority or Other Party under the Licensing Act 2003 can 
make representations/objections to these applications.

Representations must be made in writing and received by 26 April 2021

Under the current circumstances these can be emailed to licensing@
durham.gov.uk  

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement in con-
nection with this application, the maximum fine on summary conviction 
is unlimited.

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned

No Ladders Used
Soffits, fascias & conservatories 

cleaned
Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

29 High Street, Spennymoor, DL16 6AA. Tel: 01388 815659

Specialists in all 
Domestic Appliance Repairs
Sales of new & re-conditioned 
machines, all with free delivery 

& connections
Established 1964

FletchersFletchers
BOSCH CAR SERVICE

Tudhoe Industrial Estate, Spennymoor, DL16 6TL

IInnttrroodduucciinngg  yyoouurr  nneeww  BBoosscchh  CCaarr  SSeerrvviiccee  CCeennttrreeIntroducing your new Bosch Car Service Centre

Unit 24
Enterprise City

Green Lane Ind. Est.

Spennymoor DL16 6JF

07934 288566
Appointment only 
Open on Sundays 

We offer Barbering, 
Ladies Haircuts, Beauty, Sunbeds, 

Dream Bodies Clinic  
& Tattoo Laser Removal

It is proposed to build the new £13.1m school on the former site of Tudhoe Grange Comprehensive.
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Your Priorities First

More Police

Prevent Crime

Protect

Pursue Criminals

My top priority is getting
more police and PSCOs
back on our streets.

I will invest in
neighbourhood policing to
prevent crime happening.

I will put the protection of
victims at the centre of
everything I do. 

I'll make sure our Police
have the resources they
need to pursue offenders.

I'll prioritise the issues
that matter to you: anti-
social behaviour, fly-
tipping, drugs, vandalism
and speeding. 

My pledges to you: 

Joy Allen

Meet Joy Allen, the Labour
candidate for Durham Police and
Crime Commissioner on
Thursday 6 May. 

Having grown up in Spennymoor, I
know the area, the people and the
issues incredibly well.

My career has been spent serving
and protecting the public, having
worked for the Police, Army, Fire and
Rescue Service and local authorities
across the region and leading multi-
agency partnerships to tackle crime,
disorder and anti-social behaviour. 

My community safety career began
working for Sedgefield Borough
Council where I managed the
Community Force, Neighbourhood
Watch and the Crime and Disorder
Partnership. 

As a Labour County Councillor, I held
the Safer Communities portfolio and
chaired the Police and Crime Panel,
working closely with the late Ron
Hogg when he was Durham’s Police,
Crime and Victims Commissioner.

As a Councillor and Cabinet member
I have worked tirelessly to address
and respond to the causes of crime
such as drugs and alcohol.  I have
always advocated adopting a
problem-solving approach when
tackling crime and disorder which
has resulted in resources being used
more efficiently and effectively  

and led to significant reductions in
crime and anti-social behaviour.

I now want to utilise all my skills,
experience and expertise to make
the communities of County Durham
and Darlington safer, stronger and
more resilient by serving my
community as the next Police and
Crime Commissioner.

People deserve to feel safe in their
own communities. Government cuts
has meant Durham has lost almost
500 Police Officers off our streets.
Fewer resources has led to increases
in crime. As your Police and Crime
Commissioner, I will fight to get the
resources we need to make our
communities safer and put more
Police Officers and PCSOs back on
the streets.

If you elect me as your Police and
Crime Commissioner you can
depend on me to place the public at
the heart of everything I do and I will
do all in my power to ensure the
residents of County Durham and
Darlington get the policing service
they deserve

Make Spennymoor safer, stronger
and more resilient to crime by voting
Labour on 6 May. 

/joy4DurhamPCC @Joy4Pcc @joy4durhampcc joy4durhampcc@outlook.com

Keep up with my campaign:

It's time we

put police

officers back

on the

streets.
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PURSUE.
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Established 1982www.walkertyres.co.uk

Great Deals on New Tyres 
Free Fitting, New Valve, Balance and Scrap Disposal

Huge Selection of Quality Used Tyres for Car, Van and 4x4

Spennymoor 01388 811468
Mobile Tyre Fitting (07931 526 741)

Alignment, Servicing, Brakes, Exhausts, Springs, 
Shock Absorbers, Batteries etc. 

All major credit cards accepted

Walker Tyres Ltd, Compound 4, Tudhoe Ind. Est. DL16 6TL

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 
- Rubber fibreglass flat roofing 

with 20 year guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel 01388 605489
07986 217936

Wanted
Wanted: Household Furniture.  
Traditional or modern. 
Tel Ryan on 07860560295.

Elite 
Plumbing Services
DRIPPING & REPLACEMENT TAPS 

PROBLEM TOILETS 
OVERFLOWS  

RADIATORS REPLACED & MOVED
GENERAL PLUMBING WORK 

BOILER INSTALLATION 
& REPAIR

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
NO JOB TOO SMALL

07949 054947

Bodytech automotive ltd
Class 4 & 7 MOTs
Servicing & Repairs
Timing Belts, Clutches
Diagnostics & Air Conditioning
Laser 4 Wheel Alignment

All Cars & Vans up to 3,500kg

Bodyshop with Class A Spray Oven for all vehicle 
and motorbike repairs & re-sprays

01388 811611  |  bodytechworkshop@outlook.com
Compound 18, Tudhoe Industrial Estate, Spennymoor DL16 6TL

Vacancies
Window Cleaner required 
for Reach and Wash system. 
Experience preferred but not 
essential. Very good rates of 
pay. No time wasters. Contact 
David on 07961 775387.  

SAFE, SOLO & STIMULATING DOG TREKS
Is your dog home alone while you work?

Are you worried your dog isn’t safe on a group walk?
Is your dog reactive, nervous or unsociable?

Limited spaces available Call NOW and be your dog’s best friend
07506 622423        dashing-dogs.co.uk

with my clients to make 
sure they access all the 
funding they are enti-
tled to; whether it be self 
employed grants, recov-
ery grants or furlough 
claims.

“Due to Covid I have 
adapted my practice to 

working remotely, mak-
ing the most out of new 
technology and cloud 
bookkeeping.”

Sarah has recently 
launched a new website 
where you can find out 
more about the services 
she offers and read tes-

A LOCAL accountant with 
over 15 years’ experience  
is going from strength-
to-strength, after starting 
her own firm in her living 
room.

Sarah Riley founded 
Riley Accountancy in 2016 
in order to strike a work-
life balance and work from 
home, whilst caring for her 
young children.

Sarah now rents two 
offices in Shildon Busi-
ness Centre on Dabble 
Duck Industrial Estate, 
where she employs a 
part-time member of 
staff. Her hard work has 
not gone unnoticed, as 
she was recently nom-
inated for the top 50 
Women in Accounting 
Award, and she has seen 
her client portfolio dou-
ble in the past two years 
thanks to referrals from 
existing clients.

The Covid Pandemic 
has encouraged many 
fellow entrepreneurs to 
follow in Sarah’s foot-
steps and start their 
own business or become 
self-employed, and Sarah 
has been delighted to 
put her skills to good 
use in supporting them, 
whether this be regis-
tering them with HMRC, 
providing access and 
training to bookkeep-
ing systems or helping 
them to procure start-up 
grants and loans.

She has also supported 
existing clients through 
what has been a turbu-
lent time for many com-
panies.

“It’s been a difficult time 
for a lot of businesses,” 
says Sarah, “so I have 
been working closely 

AN EXCITING TIME FOR LOCAL ACCOUNTANT

Sarah Riley, of Riley Accountancy, has seen her business thrive since she founded it at home in 2016.

timonials from the firm’s 
delighted clients.

Visit rileyaccountancy.
co.uk.

Alternatively, email 
sarah@rileyaccountancy 
.co.uk or call 07922 692989.

ADVERTORIAL

Self Employed?
I can complete your...

Financial Accounts
Tax Return
VAT Return
Payroll

Contact Sarah Riley 
on 07922 692989 or email 

sarah@rileyaccountancy.co.uk 
For pricing and packages, check 

www.rileyaccountancy.co.uk
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Thursday 06 May

YOUR LABOUR TEAM FOR
DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL

& SPENNYMOOR TOWN COUNCIL

Andy Anderson
Tudhoe Ward

Sarah Armstrong
Tudhoe Ward

Martin Harmer
Tudhoe Ward

Anita Lowther
Spennymoor Ward

Darren Thompson
Spennymoor Ward

Colin Nelson
Middlestone Moor Ward

Stephen Gilling
Merrington Ward

Neil Foster
Low Spennymoor &
Tudhoe Grange Ward

Derek Taylor
Low Spennymoor &
Tudhoe Grange Ward

SPENNYMOOR TOWN COUNCIL

Neil Foster
Tudhoe Division

Andy Anderson
Tudhoe Division

Kes Noble
Spennymoor Division

Julie Stirk
Spennymoor Division

Colin Nelson
Spennymoor Division

DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL

If it matters to you, it matters to us.
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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15 Tudhoe Industrial Estate
Spennymoor, DL16 6TL 

Tel: 01388 817691

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5pm, Sat 8.30am-2pm

3D FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
SYSTEM NOW AVAILABLE

CAR TYRES - COMMERCIAL TYRES - REPAIRS 
BALANCING - WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

MOBILE FITTING - FLEET MANAGEMENT

Garden Cutz
• PATIO CONSTRUCTION.
• FENCING.
• ROTARY CLEANING  
& SEALING OF PATIOS,    
PAVING & DRIVEWAYS.

• GROUND CARE & 
MAINTENANCE

Free no obligation quotation 
or advice, please call

01388 812886 or 07967 431821

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault Finding / Repairs
◊	Extra Lights and Sockets
◊	New Fuse Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	P.A.T Testing

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK RESPONSE AND A REASONABLY PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on: 01388 326050

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	someone	to	
come out and do a small job?

◊	 Landlord Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully Insured
◊	Reliable Service
◊	Satisfaction Guaranteed

free to use while the lei-
sure centres will operate 
a reduced programme. 
The app includes daily 
workouts, challenges and 
on demand as well as live 
fitness classes.  

Alison Clark, Durham 
County Council’s head of 
culture, sport and tour-
ism, said: “Being active 
is really important to our 

mental and physical well-
being and we can’t wait 
to open our doors. Don’t 
worry if you haven’t been 
as active during lock-
down, we’re here to help 
you build up your activity 
levels no matter where 
you are starting from. 

“Our gym staff have also 
had specialist training on 
the effects of long Covid 

LEISURE CENTRES 
across County Durham, 
including Spennymoor, 
re-opened to the public 
this week.

The centres have ini-
tially opened with gym, 
swim and outdoor fitness 
facilities available, while 
the indoor fitness class 
programme is expected to 
restart later in May, as out-
lined in the Government’s 
Roadmap to Recovery. 

Additional outdoor fit-
ness classes, including 
bootcamps, have been 
added to the programme 
at some leisure centres. 

Leisure centres in the 
county have made a num-
ber changes to ensure 
the safety of custom-
ers and staff amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
These include extra staff 
training, limited numbers 

to implement social dis-
tancing and the use of 
face coverings. Rigorous 
cleaning of sites will con-
tinue. All activities must 
be pre-booked in advance 
by visiting www.durham.
gov.uk/leisure.

For those who would 
prefer to keep active at 
home, the Mywellness 
app will continue to be 

COUNTY’S LEISURE CENTRES RE-OPEN
Covid safety measures are in place at all Leisure Centres.

SPENNYMOOR TOWN are 
set to begin their 2021/22 
National League North 
campaign on August 14th.

The National League 
announced the start 
dates for Steps 1 and 2 on 
Monday morning, with the 
top tier of the competition 
starting a week later, on 

August 21st.
Fixture dates will be 

released at a later date.
Moors were last in 

action on 28th Decem-
ber 2020, meaning their 
will be a gap of 229 days 
between competitive fix-
tures once the new sea-
son gets underway.

21/22 NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SEASON GETS START DATE

and are able to support 
your recovery.” 

To use the gym facilities 
at Spennymoor, you must 
pre-book your sessions 
and arrive five minutes 
before your session start 
time - if you arrive late, 
you will have to re-book a 
later session.

Users should arrive 
wearing clothing sutable 
for your activity as chang-
ing rooms and showers 
are closed. Yoiu should 
also bring your own drink 
as water fountains are not 
available.

At the swimming pool, 
lane swimming and family 
fun sessions (small pool, 
weekends only) are avail-
able but you must also 
pre-book your visit.

Indoor fitness classes 
are currently unavailable 
but outdoor classes are 
available at some gyms, 
including Bootcamp, Bod-
ycombat and Metafit.

A mix of live and on-de-
mand online fitness pro-
grammes have also been 
developed on the Techno-
Gym - mywellness app.

Anyone who would like 
to find out more can visit 
durham.gov.uk/leisure to 
view opening times, facil-
ities and booking informa-
tion. Select the Spenny-
moor Leisure Centre link 
for local information. 


