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OV E R 2 0 I N S T O C K FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

SHILDON TOWN Council 
recently asked residents 
to add a little sparkle to 
the town by digging out 
festive lights and deco-
rations to make festive 
creations outside of 
their homes.

As well as raising 
Christmas spirits, those 
taking part were also in 
with a chance of winning 

a luxury Christmas ham-
per or gift vouchers.

Shildon Mayor, Cllr 
Peter Quinn, judged 
the competition along 
with his wife and fellow 
councillor, Shirley. Peter 
said: “It was a very hard 
decision, but we are 
pleased to announce 
the winners of Shildon’s 
Best Dressed Christmas 

Window Competition 
2020 are friends Kelly 
and Amy from Auckland 
Terrace.”

Their fantastic Christ-
mas display - consisting 
of a 10ft long train, giant 
candy canes and fake 
snow - has been admired 
by residents young and 
old as they pass through 
one of the main thor-

oughfares in the town.  
Second prize went to 

Kevin from Coronation 
Avenue, while Michael, 
from Celandine Way, 
took third prize.

“Thank you to every-
one who took the time to 
enter, you have certainly 
made Shildon Sparkle,” 
said a spokesperson for 
Shildon Town Council.

CHRISTMAS WINDOW WINNERS
Winners of Shildon’s Best Dressed Christmas Window competition, Kelly & Amy, receive their prizes from judges Peter & Shirley Quinn. 

WE HAVE come to the end 
of another year of produc-
tion, albeit with a limited 
number of papers this 
year for obvious reasons. 

It has been the strangest 
of years for us all and 
we will undoubtedly be 
hoping that news of vac-
cines mean we can begin 
to return to some sem-
blance of normality soon 
- although it’s difficult to 
imagine that life will ever 
be the same again. 

We would like to thank all 
of our supporters - com-
munity groups, individual 
contributors, our readers 
and of course all of the 
local businesses who 
have continued to adver-
tise with us in a time of 
great economic turmoil. 

We wish you all a very 
happy, safe and peace-
ful Christmas and New 
Year and hope that you all 
have occasion to rest and 
return in 2021 energised 
and ready for the chal-
lenges and, hopefully, the 
opportunities ahead. 

FESTIVE WISHES 
FROM THE TOWN 
CRIER TEAM

Shildon Stores
36 REDWORTH ROAD, SHILDON
Stocking a wide range of spirits, wines, beers, groceries, confectionery & frozen foods, plus a wide range of vaping and smoking accessories.

We now offer PayPoint services 
for Gas, Electric & Top-ups.

Free cash withdrawal facility.

We are open 7 days 
a week, 8am-9pm

shildon stores
mrveescornershop

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to everyone. Thanks for your support since we opened in May 2020.
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter
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Passed  Away

In Memoriam

Christmas Memories Birthday Memories

Stevens
December 1st

A much-loved mother 
to Tracy, a dearly loved 
grandma to Nicola and 

Liam. 

Peacefully at home 
of Shildon

Margaret, aged 68 years

A private family funeral 
will take place at Wear 
Valley Crematorium.

Val Owen
Died 16th November 2020

Jack and family would 
like to thank all friends 

and family for all the 
cards, kind condolences 

and donations to the 
Butterwick Hospice 

received during their sad 
loss.

We would also like to 
thank Gibsons Funeral 
Service and Rev’d Carol 

Harris for her special 
service at Coundon 

Crematorium.

Acknowledgements

18.12.2013
Though your smile has gone 

forever, and your hand I 
cannot touch, I still have so 

many memories, of the one I 
loved so much

Audrey Fitzgerald

From your loving husband,
Dave
xxx

December 29th 1997
Treasured memories of a 

wonderful father

Terry O’Brien

Pat, Anne, Norma & Jimmy

A daily thought
A silent tear

A constant wish
That you were still here

Dorothy Simpson
23.12.2014

 Love you,
Husband Arthur and loving 

son Paul

Silent tears and a loving 
hug

I send to you in Heaven 
above,

You’re missed far more 
than words can say,

Loved and remembered 
every day

24.12.40

On what would have been 
your 80th Birthday.

Beloved husband, dad and 
grandad.

Always loved and forever 
missed.

Terry Harrison

Love from all the family
xxx

Geraldine Henderson
20.12.69 - 9.5.2009

Loving you always, 
forgetting you never,
Love Mam & family

xxx

Today would have been 
your 51st Birthday,

Happy Birthday Ger,
Always in our hearts & 

minds

David Banks
18.12.20

Your birthday’s come 
around once again, and 

though we’re far apart, you 
may have gone son from 
my sight, but never from 

my heart

Always on my mind
Forever in my heart.
Another Christmas 
without you Vince.

Vincent Clarkson

Love you always,
Phyllis
xxxxxx

Neil Anthony Barker
(Tut)

Our third Christmas without 
you Tony.

No cards or presents, 
just loads of love.

Love Mam, Dad and 
all the family

You will never walk alone

Miss you more each day,
R.I.P. Son

Also in memoriam of 
Uncle Terry

John Terence Barker
Died 11th December

He will be sadly missed

Brian Richardson

Loved and so sadly missed,
Lilian and all your loving 

family
xxx

If we could make one wish 
today,

It would be to be with you 
in the same old way

Acknowledgements

Scott
Christine & Hayley and 

family would like to 
thank friends, family and 

neighbours for the love and 
support shown with the 
passing of George Scott.
Also special thanks for all 

the cards and flowers.

Birthdays

Tuesday 15th December

Happy 70th Birthday
(Bye Bye 69)

Barbara Stokoe

All our love,
Neil, Debbie, Andrew, 

Liam & Rachel
xxx

70!

Jessica Thompson
Died 19th November 2020

Marilyn, Kevin, Darren 
& family would like 
to thank relatives, 

friends and neighbours 
for the kindness and 

sympathy shown to them 
during their recent sad 

bereavement. 
Also, for the many 

cards and messages of 
condolence received 
and for the donations 

to Alzheimer’s research. 
Our grateful thanks go to 
the Rev. Frances Cooper 
for a comforting service, 
and to Kevan Dodds and 
staff of Gibsons Funeral 

Services for the care, 
respect and dignity 
shown to the family. 
Thanks also to all the 

staff at Church View Care 
Home. 

Special thanks go to the 
friends and neighbours 
in and around Jasmine 

Avenue for their care and 
help when Jessica lived 

there.
And our appreciation 

goes to everyone 
who gathered at the 

Community Centre car 
park to pay their respects.
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Dated: 18/12/2020

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council proposes to make an Order under Sections 1, 2, 4, 
32 & 35, and Part IV of Sch. 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984, as amended, the effect of which will : To introduce 
‘No Waiting At Any Time’ restrictions on: a. Oxford St, north 
side from a point adj to No. 5 Oxford St for 10m into the Junction 
with Ruskin Ave b. Oxford St, north side from a point adj to No.3 
Oxford St for 9m into the junction with Ruskin Ave c. Ruskin Ave, 
north east side for 3.5m in a northerly direction from a point adj 
to the side of No.5 Oxford St d. Ruskin Ave, the south-west side 
for 7m in a northerly direction from a point adj to the rear of 3 
Oxford St e. Redworth Rd, east side from a point opp No.2 Dale 
Rd for 50m in a southerly direction. To introduce ‘Restricted 
Waiting, Mon-Fri between 8am – 9am and 3pm – 4pm’ on: 
Jubilee Road 45 metres both sides of the junction into the Access 
Road of St. Johns C of E Primary School.  A copy of the draft 
Order & supporting documents may be inspected via the councils 
website at Shildon Library (please check opening times before 
attending and follow all Covid 19 social distancing guidelines) 
if the library is closed due to National or local restrictions 
and you wish to view a paper copy please write to or e-mail 
the addresses below) Anyone wishing to object to the proposals 
should submit this in writing to highways.orders@durham.gov.uk 
or by post to Sharon Renwick, Legal Assistant at County Hall, 
Durham (ref: 27969) by 13/1/2021. 

(SHILDON) (PARKING AND WAITING RESTRICTIONS) 
ORDER 2012  (AMENDMENT NO. 1) ORDER 2020 

Have a magical Christmas 
Grace

Grace Merle McGuire

Love from Mammy & Daddy
xxx

Shildon Labour Party
Would like to wish 

everyone the compliments 
of the season

Christmas Wishes

County Councillors 
Shirley Quinn 

& Brian Stephens

Wish all the residents 
of Shildon Dene Valley 
Seasonal Greetings for 

a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

Metcalfe
Wishing all our friends 

and neighbours a Merry 
Christmas and all best 

wishes for 2021

From Malcolm & Jennifer 
Metcalfe

Stobbs
To all friends and relations, 
I wish a Happy Christmas 
and the best of health for 

the coming year

Dulcie

Lenny Cockfield
& Garry Huntington
Town Councillors, would 
like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year

Christmas Wishes

Found
Mobile phone, found on 
Jubilee Fields Estate on 
Monday 14th December, 
Contact the Crier on 01388 
775896.

Free
7’ x 5’ wooden shed. Apex 
roof. Free if dismantled and 
taken away. Call 07974 741437.

Shildon Civic Hall
Shildon Civic Hall’s pre-cooked Takeaway Christmas Lunch is 
available NOW to pre order. You can call us on 01388 772563 

with your menu options and pay over the telephone.

ADULTS £25, CHILDREN £15. 
To be collected from the Civic Hall on 24th December, between 10am & 3pm

**Please note full payment required at time of booking **

STARTERS
Vegetable Soup  |  Cream of Tomato Soup

Parma Ham & Melon Salad
MAINS

Roast Turkey or Roast Beef
(Both served with pigs in blankets, Yorkshire pudding, stuffing, 

roast parsnip, roast potatoes & seasonal vegetables)

Leek Fondue (v)

DESSERTS
Christmas Pudding  |  Glitzy Chocolate Orange Torte

Raspberry & White Chocolate Cheesecake
CHILDREN’S MENU

Soup + Roast Beef or Turkey
Raspberry & White Chocolate Cheesecake or 

Glitzy Chocolate & Orange Torte plus a Selection Box

WHAT IS IN THE BOX?
Tea, Coffee, Mince Pie, Napkin & Christmas Crackers

St John’s, “and as we cel-
ebrate Christmas this year 
in 2020, we want to focus 
on this message of hope 
and are asking families to 
decorate their windows 
with angels and messages 
of hope.

“At Shildon Alive you can 
pick up an activity pack to 
decorate your home with 
angels, and our schools 
have also been making 
angels and writing mes-
sages of hope for the town. 

“St John’s Primary 
School have even made 
their own 12 foot angel out-
side the school.

“As well, Shildon Alive 
have launched an angel 
hunt through the town. 

“They have hidden twenty 
angels in the shops. You 
can pick up a competi-
tion form from Shildon 
Alive and if you find all the 
angels and take the form 
back, you will receive a 
prize.”

THIS YEAR St John’s 
Church’s Christmas theme 
is angels and readers 
may have already spotted 
angels appearing around 
Shildon. 

“Angels in the Bible are 
God’s messengers telling 
the world to not be afraid 
that God is here with us,” 
said Rev. Carol Harris of 

ANGELS FLOCK TO SHILDON
The angels were installed by Jane and Simon of Daisy Arts from Bishop Auckland.
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It seems no time at all that I was writing a message for you last Christmas.
This has been an extraordinary year for everyone, and we have all had to 
overcome problems or adjust to a new way of life. COVID 19 has blighted 
everyone in one way or another; we have all had worries over vulnerable family 
members, work, money, food, our children, isolation, wearing a mask, those 
going to work in key job roles, holidays. Will there be a Christmas this year?

All our usual activities in the community were cancelled. We have had no fund raising, no 
annual fayres, no bands in the park, no Shildon Live, no Remembrance Parade. But what we 
have had is quality time with family. We have never spent so much time together in our home. 
We missed our family during the first lock down but with the need to connect with the world we learnt how to face 
time, use WhatsApp, Zoom and Teams. This was all jargon at the beginning of the year but now it’s a way of life.

Throughout it all Shildon Town Council has continued to  maintain the park so we could enjoy our daily walks. The Civic 
Hall reopened when it could to provide much needed social life when we could come out. They provided meals to children 
that may have not had a cooked meal, through the generosity of others. The office staff remained at work to answer 
questions, sign post people and solve problems. On behalf of all the Town Councillors we wish to thank you all.
Shildon businesses seemed to flourish. We had our popular butchers, our fruit and veg shops, our bakers, our freezer shop, our 
factory shop, our B & M, our Spar, our Co-op, our chemists and the option to have groceries delivered. We hope that you all continue 
to support what we have got. A take away was a welcome treat from all the home baking we were all filling our time with.

We are so lucky in Shildon. We still have a community spirit - when it’s needed people always step up to the mark. The 
work done by staff and volunteers at Shildon Alive and the Salvation Army has ensured that anyone who was struggling 
in whatever form could get help if needed. The continued generosity to give food, clothes or money has ensured this 
vital service continues. If you are struggling please ask, that’s what these amazing schemes are here to do. 
Through the work of Durham County Council all essential services continued, the Police and Fire services 
continued, The NHS, Home Care, Nursing Homes, continued ensuring we all remained safe and had help 
when needed. Schools reopened so that our children could continue to learn in a safe environment.  
Our mail still got delivered and lately it has been a welcome sight to see our postman dress up to cheer our day and collect donations 
for Shildon Alive. Our heartfelt thanks go out to each and every one of you for ensuring we had a bit of normality in our lives.

Whatever our future holds, we feel that we are so blessed to live here in Shildon. 
We have had tough times but together we have got this far and by continuing to follow the guidelines, 
God willing we will all make it through these dark days and have a brighter tomorrow.
It remains for us to wish you all good health and we hope you have a wonderful family Christmas. Please remain safe and 
be kind to each other, look out for neighbours and spread a little cheer. God bless you all and Merry Christmas.

Councillor Peter Quinn & wife Councillor Shirley Quinn.

A Christmas Message from 
the Mayor of Shildon

JOHN’S  
HAIRDRESSING
52 Church Street, 

Shildon

John would like to 
wish everyone the 

compliments 
of the season

Have a 
Merry 

Christmas 
and a 

Happy New 
Year

Thanks for your 
support over the last 

26 years

Pear Tree Cafe
Unit 10a, Dabble Duck Ind Est, Shildon. Tel: 01388 775557
Ruth & Sam would like to thank all their customers for 
their support throughout the year. We wish everyone 

a Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for 2021. 
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve Buffet Platter 
or Afternoon Tea, as a treat or a gift for someone 
special. Please call to pre-order on 01388 775557

S HIL DON  TA NDOORI
Ali Reza & Staf f would l ike to welcome customers , 

o ld and new, to their exclusive Indian Cuis ine 
Takeaway & Home Del iver y.  Merr y Chris tmas 

and a Happy New Year!

47-49 Main 
Street, Shildon

01388 772671

Compliments of the season to 
all our friends and customers

Wishing everyone all 
the very best for 2021

Established 
since 1898

LIFESTYLE EXPRESS
17 Main Street, Shildon | Tel: 07961 050171
We would like to wish everyone 
The compliments of the season.

We always have a vast 
selection of beers & spirits!

We are open 7 days a week, from 8am till 11pm, 365 days a year



5

Friday 18th December 2020 For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

Andy’s Taxis 
would like to 

wish everyone all 
the best for the 
festive season, 

and to thank 
customers for 
their support 
over the last 
seven years.

Lisa’s
Mobile Hairdressing

I would like to say a big thank you to all my 
clients for their custom throughout 

the year and wish you all a 
Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Alan Fryatt & Co
43-45 Church Street

Alan Fryatt & Co would like to wish their 
clients a very Merry Christmas 

& a Prosperous New Year
Thanks for your continued support

01388 773535

S.K. & A.J. LinSLey
ButcherS & FArmerS

25 church Street, ShiLdon

Thank you for your custom over the past 
year, hope to see you all next year

A very Merry Christmas from all the staff

PM Racing Team
Motorcycle Engineering

We would like to thank all of our 
customers over the last 18 years

Merry Christmas and 
A Happy New Year to Everyone

83 Church Street, Shildon
Tel: 07783 335781

within specific schools, 
supporting families 
through home visits and 
helping them with their 
understanding of the 
legal system, attending 
many school meetings 
and taking an active 
part in Local Attendance 
Workshop meetings. 

At Timothy Hackworth, 
Mr Readman has also 
been an invaluable mem-
ber of the Attendance 
Working Party; he has 
supported all pupils with 
regular visits to class-
rooms to discuss attend-
ance matters and to rein-

force the message that 
all children have a right 
to an education and to be 
the best that they can be. 

School Business Man-
ager, Nicola Greaves said: 
“In the challenging time 
of Covid, Timothy Hack-
worth School has worked 
hard to prioritise attend-
ance and with attendance 
figures that are higher 
than the national average 
within the current climate, 
we again thank Mr Read-
man for his support and 
endeavours in promoting 
good attendance across 
our school.”

THE STAFF, pupils and 
governors of Timothy 
Hackworth Primary 
School would like to wish 
Mr Don Readman, Attend-
ance Officer, a very happy 
and healthy retirement. 

For several years, Mr 
Readman has worked 
tirelessly, in a variety of 
roles, across numerous 
Primary and Secondary 
schools to encourage 
pupils to increase their 
attendance levels. 

This work has involved 
many assignments, 
including tracking the 
attendance of all pupils 

SCHOOL WISHES MR READMAN 
A HAPPY RETIREMENT 

Pupils at Timothy Hackworth Primary School unfurl a banner wishing Mr Readman a happy 
retirement from all the staff and pupils. 

THE NEXT Bishop Auck-
land and Shildon Area 
Action Partnership Board 
meeting will be held in 
the new year on Thursday 
14th January.

If you have any neigh-
bourhood issues that you 
would like to be raised 
at the meeting, you are 
asked to  contact the 
team by Thursday 7th  

January by emailing 
the BASH AAP team at  
bishopshildonaap@durham. 
gov.uk.

The meeting will take 
place online via Micro-
soft Teams.

Anyone who would like 
to attend can inform a 
member of the BASH AAP 
team by the same email 
address as above.

BASH BOARD MEETING

DESPITE THE difficult 
year we have all expe-
rienced, there is some 
great news to share, and 
that is that Santa will still 
be able to visit Shildon on 
Christmas Eve!  

The sleigh has been 
washed and polished and 
the reindeer are excited 
to set off on their jour-
ney to Shildon and will 
fly around the town from 
4.25pm.

SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN!
Santa has confirmed that he will be visiting Shildon this year.

Unfortunately,  due to 
COVID-19 government 
restrictions,  Santa will 
not be able to stop this 
year for photographs, but 
please listen out for him 
and give him a wave from 
your doorstep.  

This has only been pos-
sible with the help of San-
ta’s many volunteers  and 
Santa says your under-
standing on this is very 
much appreciated.
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HUMBLES GARAGE
TEL: 01388 778070

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH 
EVERYONE A VERY 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

We will be closing at 5pm 
on December 23rd and will re-open 

on Monday 4th January. 
RECOVERY/EMERGENCY & any 

other enquiries 
TELEPHONE

07778 117 778

RESIDENTS CAN now 
sign up for the Garden 
Waste Collection scheme 
for 2021. 

The first collection from 
the Durham County Coun-
cil service takes place in 
late March or early April, 
followed by fortnightly 
collections until Novem-
ber when the season 
ends.

Those who sign up 
before Sunday 14th Feb-
ruary will receive all 17 
collections during the 
year, dependent on Gov-
ernment advice on coro-
navirus.

Residents can sign up 
for a fee of £35. Those 
who subscribed to the 
scheme in 2020 will be 
charged £30.90 per exist-
ing bin subscription for 
2021 due to coronavirus 
causing a late start in 
2020. 

Collection calendars 
and stickers will be pro-

SIGN UP AVAILABLE FOR 2021 
GARDEN WASTE COLLECTIONS

vided to residents in 
advance of the scheme 
starting following sub-
scription. Once the 
scheme has started, res-
idents who sign up to the 
service will receive the 
remaining collections 
before the season ends.

John Shannon, Durham 
County Council’s strate-
gic waste manager, said: 
“Over 65,000 residents 
signed up to the 2020 ser-
vice which resulted in the  
collection of over 16,000 
tonnes of garden waste”.

To sign up to the service 
or find out if a property is 
eligible, call 03000 260 
000 or visit www.durham.
gov.uk/gardenwaste

When residents sub-
scribe to the service they 
are reminded to fix their 
bin sticker to the garden 
waste bin and put the bin 
out for collection by 7am 
on their allocated collec-
tion day. 

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

out the amount of glass 
to be collected helping 
collection crews. Boxes 
should never be overfilled 
either. 

Glass bottles and jars 
should not be placed in 
a blue-lidded bin as it will 
not be emptied due to 
potential contamination 
issues. 

The council’s household 
waste recycling centres 
also accept glass if there 
is an excess amount that 
won’t fit in the kerbside 
box, while many super-
markets offer glass recy-
cling facilities too.

John Shannon, Durham 
County Council strate-
gic waste manager, said: 
“Residents in County 
Durham make a fantastic 
effort to recycle as much 
as they can including 
glass and we thank every-
one who contributes to 
this.

“As we approach Christ-
mas and this year particu-
larly, as people continue 

to work from home, we 
anticipate seeing a big 
increase in waste being 
produced. With that in 
mind we want to remind 
residents to recycle as 
much as they can and if in 
doubt, check our website 
for what to recycle and 
where.  

“Please use the coun-
cil-provided recycling 
boxes only to dispose of 
your glass, never overfill 
them and if you have more 
glass to recycle please 
either wait until the next 
collection date or take it 
to one of our household 
waste recycling centres 
or a supermarket which 
offers glass recycling.” 

For more advice about 
how to reduce waste and 
improve recycling around 
Christmas time go to 
http://www.durham.gov.
uk/christmasrecycling.

Residents can find 
their Do It Online 
account at https:// 
doitonline.durham.gov.uk.

AS CHRISTMAS 
approaches residents in 
County Durham are being 
urged to keep up the 
area’s excellent recycling 
effort. 

Durham County Coun-
cil is reminding people 
to only use the coun-
cil-provided glass recy-
cling boxes when recy-
cling glass and not use 
other receptacles such 
as crates, or cardboard 
boxes, helping collection 
teams in the process. 

Over the upcoming fes-
tive period, 30 per cent 
more glass bottles and 
jars, food and drinks cans, 
paper and cardboard will 
be thrown away.

Residents who don’t 
have a council box can 
ask for a free one on their 
Do It Online account, 
while extra ones are avail-
able for those who regu-
larly have a lot of glass to 
recycle. 

Residents should also 
put out their glass recy-
cling box for every collec-
tion even if the box is not 
full in order to help spread 

RESIDENTS URGED TO RECYCLE XMAS GLASS
Santa is encouraging residents to use the kerbside plastic boxes to recycle glass. 

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE
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65 Church Street, Shildon, 01388 777002

Natalie, Lynsey & Clare would like to wish 
all our clients a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 
A very big thank 

you to all loyal and new customers. 
We all appreciate and value your custom. 
Stay safe and thank you from the bottom 

of our hearts.
All the best for 2021!











ANDREA VASEY and Dan-
iel Johnson, both from 
Shildon, tied the knot at 
Bishop Auckland Register 
Office on Wednesday 9th 
December - Andrea’s 50th 
birthday.  

Daniel, a Medical 
Records Administra-
tion Officer, proposed to 
Andrea, an Administra-
tive Assistant at Bishop 
Auckland Hospital’s Radi-
ology Department, in July 
2018 at a National Artistic 
Roller Skating Competi-
tion in Cardiff, where he 
got down on one knee 
in-front of over 300 peo-
ple.

Due to lockdown restric-
tions only five guests 
could attend the wedding, 
which included the bride’s 
parents, Lydia and Ken 
Vasey and the groom’s 
parents Christine and 

RESTRICTIONS DON’T 
STOP SHILDON COUPLE 
TYING THE KNOT

Daniel and Andrea on their special day.

Alan Johnson.  Andrea’s 
youngest daughter, Aysha 
Toms did an amazing job 
by Facebook live-stream-
ing the ceremony to 
friends and family, 
together with taking pho-
tos of the happy event.  

The bride’s oldest 
daughter, Leah Jeans, 
watched the ceremony 
through the Register 
Office window with her 
partner Tom and the 
wedding couples’ grand-
daughter Emilia.

Thanks to the Tier 3 
restrictions there was 
no three tier cake, as the 
couple weren’t able to 
celebrate with the usual 
reception. Instead they 
returned home to Hazeld-
ale Avenue where they 
marked the occasion 
with a couple of bottles 
of champagne.  

to our local and independ-
ent retailers by shopping 
local in Shildon.  

“BeautyFuller has cer-
tainly gone the extra 
mile to spread some 
Christmas joy with their 
window display and on 
behalf of the Chamber of 
Trade, I would like to say 
a huge congratulations in 
being this year’s winner.”

A delighted Becky 
said: “We have been in 
business for just over a 
year, so we have had a 
lot to contend with, as 
of course have so many 
others. 

“It’s at times like these 
that you find out what 
your community is like 
and we have been amazed 
at the fantastic commu-
nity spirit. Without the 
support of our customers 
especially, we would have 
struggled much more.”

Becky, who dedicated 
years to beauty training 
courses to fulfil her ambi-
tion of owning her own 
business, at one point had 
to return to her former 
work at B&M to tide her 
over as, being self-em-
ployed, she did not qualify 
for some of the govern-
ment’s Covid business 
support. 

“I can’t thank the council 
enough though”, she said, 
“they have been fantas-
tic. As has Kathryn at the 
Chamber of Trade who 
has helped us tremen-
dously. 

“I would also like to say 
a huge thank you to Claire 
and Laura, who work in 
the shop with me, my hus-
band and all my family 
and friends.”

The business is now 
hoping that the future 
is as bright as its prize-
winning window display 
and we at the Crier 
are looking forward to 
working with Becky on 
some attractive adverts 
in the new year. 

THE BRIGHTLY dressed 
window at Becky Fuller’s 
beauty shop in Corona-
tion Avenue, Shildon, 
has been chosen as the 
winner of this year’s Best 
Dressed Christmas Win-
dow competition, organ-
ised by Shildon Town 
Council and the Shildon 
Chamber of Trade in part-
nership with the Shildon 
Town Crier. 

Kathryn Mortimer, Chair 
of the Shildon Cham-
ber of Trade said: “It’s 
been fantastic to see the 
response to this year’s 
best dressed window and 
it has been great to see 
businesses based out-
side the high street also 
getting involved.  

“In what has been a dif-
ficult year for all, I would 
like to say a big thank you 
to Shildon and the sup-
port that has been shown 

BEAUTY-FUL WINDOW WINS BEST 
DRESSED CHRISTMAS COMPETITION

Winner of the best dressed business window was Becky Fuller (left) of BeautyFuller. She 
received her prize of four free adverts in the Shildon Town Crier from Town Mayor, Cllr Peter 
Quinn and his consort, Cllr Shirley Quinn. Pictured with colleague Claire Sowerby.

Limetree 
House Dental 
Practice, St 

John’s Road, 
Shildon, 
DL4 1LU

01388 772678

Staff at the practice would like 
to wish everyone the 

compliments of the season!
We are open for all emergencies

For information on implants, straightening & other 
cosmetic & NHS treatments, please phone the above 

number where staff will be happy to help

AERIALS

naylorsaerials.co.uk
0 1 3 8 8 7 2 0 9 9 4

Digital TV Aerial &
CCTV Installers

ü Competitive Price
ü Quality Materials
ü Fast & Reliable 
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DAVE’S  DAVE’S  
TAXISTAXIS
Wishes all his 

customers
The Compliments 

of the Season!

21 Years Trading

776622776622

Thanks for your 
support during 

the year.

The One Stop Shop
101 Byerley Road, Shildon

Stuart & staff would like to wish 
all their customers, old and 

new, a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

We have a wide selection of groceries, 
wines, newspapers and magazines. 

Pay Point & Lottery available.

ALDERSON’S
VEHICLE REPAIRS

We would like to thank all our customers for their loyal 
support over our first year of trading, and wish them 

a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Closing on 18th Dec, re-open on 4th Jan

01388 417171 |  07931 412296
DABBLE DUCK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SHILDON, 

MAIN PLACE
Nim and all the Staff wishes 

everyone A Merry 
Christmas And 

A Happy New Year.
Thank you for your custom
FFOORR  DDEELLIIVVEERRYY  
RRIINNGG  777766336666

Alan Pearson
Joiner & General DIY

Tel Alan: 776250Tel Tony: 776156

We would just like to thank all our clients 

over the last 9 years for their custom  

and wish you all a very Merry Christmas 

& Happy New Year

Tony Pearson
Gardening

I hope you and all your family 
have a peaceful, joyful Christmas 
and New Year 2020. 
This year has been such a difficult 
year in so many ways, a year 
ago we could not have imagined 
what 2020 was going to be like. 
I hope that as you come to 
Christmas you are able to share 
it with your loved ones, whether 
in the flesh or virtually, and that 
you all have a peaceful, joyful time. 
Wherever you are celebrating 
Christmas this year, may you know that God is with 
you, you are not alone, and that he loves you.
This year at St John’s we are focusing on the message of 
the angels at Christmas, a message of hope and peace 
that God is with us and we do not need to be afraid. It 
is lovely to have joined with the local schools in making 
angels and spreading messages of hope around the 
town. You might have seen the angel art installation we 
have put outside the church and I know we have many 
young angel hunters going round the town spotting the 
angels in the shop windows. If your children haven’t 
got a competition form yet pop into Shildon Alive to 
pick one up. There are prizes for all completed ones!
I have heard that the Christmas Eve services at 
St John’s are a highlight for many people over 
Christmas but unfortunately this year because of 
covid restrictions we will not be having the usual 
Christmas Eve services. However the church will be 
open on various evenings including Christmas Eve. 
I hope you can still enjoy the peace and beauty of 
the church some time over the festive period.
With my best wishes,
Revd. Carol

A Christmas Message from 
Rev’d Carol Harris

St John’s Church
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XPRESS STORES

For any Newspaper / Magazine      
deliveries Please Call 772191

Kellie and Staff would like to wish 
all their customers a very Merry 

Christmas and best wishes for 2021. 

3 Cheapside, Shildon, County Durham, 01388 772191

Thank you for your continued support.

Dial-A-Cab
Jason, Karen & staff would like to wish everyone 

a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
We are working through the Christmas Holidays 

776969

Now Available 
4 to 16 Seaters

We now take payment by card

Smith Roddam Solicitors
Neil Thompson and all the staff at Smith Roddam 

Solicitors would like to wish all of their clients and 

customers, past, present and future, a 

Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year

18 Church Street, Shildon, Co. Durham, DL4 1DX

Would like to wish 
everyone the compliments 

of the season

Why not give us a call on 07881828046 
or call into The Colour Pallet, Church Street, Shildon

Patience is a virtue.  I would like to 
have it and I want it now!  

This is a statement that implies we don’t 
really know what patience is, otherwise we 
would be patient in our search for it.
If Coronavirus (or Covid as it now seems to 
be known) has taught us anything, it is that 
we have the ability to slow down, take stock 
of situations and act accordingly.  Sadly some 

people didn’t really learn this, but rather waited 
until they could be impatient again, as typified by 

those who queued in the early hours of the morning        
when the shops reopened at the beginning a December.

Listening to Martin Lewis (the money saving expert) on the radio 
recently amazed me at how much sense one person can share, especially 
considering the nonsense we hear so much on radio and TV.
He was tackling the thorny problem of Christmas debt - the 
fact that so many people move into January with a huge debt 
on their shoulders, saying that Christmas is to blame.  
He emphasised that Christmas was not to blame.  
The underlying problem is that some people cannot handle 
their finances and Christmas simply compounds that inability, 
which would always be there even if Christmas wasn’t.  
His advice was to work out how much you could spend this 
Christmas without going into unmanageable debt and stick to that 
budget – next year you will have a much bigger budget. Be patient 
this year, then who knows what will happen next year.
When decorations go up in October it is a sign of either competition 
about who can be first, or about impatience.  But the sooner 
you start, the sooner you will wish it was all over.
We need to begin by looking at our lives today. What is good about my life?  
What is not so good?  Then look at the not so good things and ask ourselves the 
question – how could things be better?  What are the long term consequences 
of what I do today?  If the consequences are poor, then how do I choose to do 
something different?  Then we can celebrate the good things as Christmas draws 
near and, very importantly, beyond into the New Year (not just New Year’s Eve).
Too late for this year?  Be patient, Christmas will come around again next year!

A Christmas Message from 
Father Anthony Cornforth

St Thomas’ Church

7 Church Street, 
Shildon

01388 229678

Andrew, Sharon, 
Debra & Sarah

would like to thank all 
their customers for 

their support over 
the last year

We wish 
everyone the 
compliments 

of the season 
and all the best 

for 2021

The 

Corner 
Cafe
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town.
The transformation and 

the many strands of the 
Shildon in Motion project 
have been celebrated in 
a film commissioned by 
Greenfield Arts which 
includes an original 
piece composed by Sam 
Slatcher and the team at 
Citizen Songwriters.  

The film realises the 
input from those involved 
- just type in the link to the 
film and online magazine 
to find out more and be a 
part of the journey. https://
bit.ly/37RJcUV  https://
bit.ly/3nbQnxt 

Designers Sally Pilking-
ton and Nic Golightly have 
created vibrant designs 
that are sure to inspire all 
who visit and pass through 
the station.  

Artist Dan Walls is cur-
rently realising a new art-
work design with a hand 
painted mural on a large 
wall space at the station 
and Greenfield arts are 
looking forward to seeing 
this transform over the 

coming weeks.
“A big thank you to 

Bishop Line Commu-
nity Rail Partnership and 
Northern Heartlands for 
their continued support 
and invaluable contribu-
tions,” said a spokesper-
son.

Northern Heartlands are 
one of the sixteen Great 
Place Schemes in Eng-
land, funded by National 
Lottery Heritage Fund and 
Arts Council England.

Greenfield Arts promotes 
and stimulates creativity, 
questioning and enquiry 
to explore a greater under-
standing of ourselves and 
the world around us.  

To achieve this, they col-
laborate to produce and 
commission high quality, 
dynamic and stimulating 
arts and creativity across 
a range of art forms.  

“It has been a pleasure 
to work with the Shildon 
community and partners 
throughout this Shildon in 
Motion project,” continued 
the spokesperson.

GREENFIELD ARTS are 
excited to announce a 
vibrant transformation 
that is taking place at Shil-
don Station.

Katy Milne, Creative 
Director at Greenfield Arts, 
has been working along-
side artists Sally Pilking-
ton and Nic Golightly, part-
ners, funders, community 
organisations and the 
people of Shildon to bring 
about a new artistic gate-
way for the town.  

The project is a collabo-
ration that reflects the rich 
and significant heritage 
and celebrates the past, 
present and future of the 

SHILDON IN MOTION – 
A CELEBRATION!

Shildon railway station is being transformed into an artistic gateway to the town.

THE SECOND government 
lockdown has been a busy 
time for residents of Red-
worth House in Shildon.

After resident Aubrey 
conducted a very moving 
service to remember the 
fallen on Armistice Day, 
which was attended by 
many, it was then time to 
think about Christmas.

Activities co-ordina-
tors Sandra and Hazel, 
assisted by many resi-
dents, set about the mam-
moth task of decorating 
thirteen Christmas trees, 
and hanging streamers 
and tinsel in hallways, din-
ing rooms and lounges.

Residents have also 
been kept busy making 
Christmas cards and dec-
orations to send to family 
and friends.

The grand finale to Red-

LIVELY LOCKDOWN AT 
REDWORTH HOUSE

Assistant manager Robyn with resident Kath.

worth House’s festive 
decorations happened 
on Friday afternoon as 
dusk fell across Shildon 
– when the courtyard and 
garden were illuminated 
by a spectacular winter 
wonderland of fairy lights, 
candy canes, reindeer and 
even a polar bear!

Residents loved view-
ing the dazzling festive 
display and Hazel thanks 
everyone who donated 
decorations and cash to 
help the winter wonder-
land happen.

Residents were also 
treated to a festive show 
in the wonderland court-
yard when a talented 
young lady called Jade 
sang a medley of lively 
Christmas hits, which was 
topped off with mulled 
wine and mince pies! 

Denty’s
27-29 Church Street, Shildon

Claire would like to thank everyone for the support she 
has received since she opened in June. 

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to everyone! 
Hope to see you all in 2021

SARAH’S PLAICE
Fish & Chips

Carole, Sarah & staff would 
like to thank customers for 
their support over the year 
and wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 
Looking forward to seeing 

you all in 2021.

7 Albert Street, Shildon
01388 773400

www.sarahsplaice.co.uk
We are open from 11.30am

Closed Dec 25,26,27
& Jan 1 & 3

Shildon Community Bus
The team at Shildon Community 

Bus would like to wish a very 
Happy Christmas to all of our 

volunteers, drivers and associate 
groups, past and present.

Please stay safe and well. We 
hope to be up and running as 

soon as possible in 2021.

Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year to everyone!

91-95 Church Street, Shildon Tel: 01388 417474

The Food Bank & Credit Union, Number 91 Church 
Street, will be closed from 3pm on Thursday 24th 

December and will re-open on Monday 4th January.
The Community Shop and Takeaway, Number 95 Church 
Street, will close at 3pm on Thursday 24th December 
and will re-open on Tuesday 29th (9-3); Wednesday 
30th (9.30-12.30); Thursday 31st (9-3); Saturday 2nd 
(9.30-12.30), then resume normal opening hours on 

Monday 4th January at 9am.
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K & E TAXIS
01388 772117

Keith would like to wish all his customers a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Thanks for your support 
throughout the year

& ORIENTAL DELIGHT

Kelly & Mon wish everyone 
A Merry Christmas 

And a Happy New Year

Thanks for your support

57 Church Street, Shildon

Navigate HR

Merry Christmas,
Kathryn 
Mortimer, 
Navigate 
HR & Admin 
Services Ltd.

To all clients, colleagues 
& friends, I would like 
to take the opportunity 
to thank you for your 

support, business, trust 
and confidence shown.

I hope your Christmas is 
full of sparkle & you have 

a productive New Year
To all members, colleagues & friends. As we 
bid farewell to 2020 the Shildon Chamber of 
Trade would like to take this opportunity to 

thank you for your support and engagement.

Shildon Chamber of Trade 

Have a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year

From your local Chamber of Trade
#MakeShildonStronger #ShopLocal

CHEAPSIDE  CHEMIST
Shildon, 01388 777734

Merry Christmas from Pharmacist 
Laurence and staff, Michelle, 

Samantha, Catherine, Ged & Alex
• We do regular free deliveries!

• Free medicines for minor ailments
• Emergency hormonal contraception

• NHS Flu Jabs available, please ask

mances free to watch 
as a gift to the people of 
Durham and Darlington, 
especially for those that 
won’t be able to access 
a carol service or Christ-
mas concert this year.

“They should both be 
fantastic celebrations 
which we hope will really 
get people into the fes-
tive spirit.” 

Cllr Olwyn Gunn, Dur-
ham County Council Cab-
inet member for Children 
and Young People’s Ser-
vices, said: “We’re very 
grateful to the manage-
ment at Durham Music 
Service for organising 
these events and I’m sure 
the pupils and choirs will 
have a brilliant time per-
forming in them.”

The Christmas Con-
cert on 18th December 
will begin at 6.30pm 
and feature Durham 
Rocks, Funky Fridays, 
Online Voices, Virtual 
Orchestra, Wednesday 

Wind-days and Zoom 
Strings. 

The Celebration of Les-
sons and Carols will start 
at 7.30pm on 19 Decem-
ber and feature Choral 
Society, Durham Singers 
and Northern Spirit.

Either concert can be 
watched live by going to  
durhammusic.org and 
clicking on the link. 

Organisers are asking 
those intending to watch 
the concerts to consider 
donating to DMS’s coro-
navirus appeal to give 
bursaries to pupils who 
can no longer afford les-
sons due to the impact 
of the pandemic.

Donations can be made 
at durhammusic.org.uk/
Appeal/cv19.

For more information 
about DMS visit the web-
site or follow @Durham 
musiconline on Face-
book, @TrustDurham 
on Twitter and Durham 
Music on YouTube.

TWO VIRTUAL concerts 
performed by youngsters 
and three local choirs 
aimed at getting people 
into the festive spirit will 
be streamed online free 
of charge in the run-up to 
Christmas. 

It has been announced 
that Durham Music Ser-
vice (DMS) will present 
two events in successive 
nights in the week before 
Christmas Day.

DMS pupils will be per-
forming their Christmas 
concert with six brand 
new ensembles on Friday 
18th December.

Then, on Saturday 19th 
December, Celebration 
of Lessons and Carols 
takes place, with three 
well-known Durham 
choirs performing a cel-
ebration of carols and 
readings.

Michael Summers, 
manager of Durham 
Music Service, said: “We 
are doing both perfor-

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS GO VIRTUAL
The concerts will be live streamed free of charge on Frday 18th and Saturday 19th 

AS PART of the school’s 
annual Christmas fund-
raising programme, stu-
dents and staff at King 
James I Academy have 
been collecting food 
donations to support the 
North East based charity, 
Feeding Families. 

The charity provides 
food hampers to families 
in need across the region.

Launched in Christmas 
2016, the aim of Feeding 
Families is to support 
those who are struggling 
to make ends meet. 

Sadly, due to the pan-
demic, more families 
than ever are facing dif-
ficult times this year, 
including many in and 
around Shildonn and 
Bishop Auckland, and the 
gift of a festive hamper 
can make a real differ-
ence.

Students at King James 
are encouraged to pro-

KING JAMES I HELP FEEDING 
FAMILIES THIS CHRISTMAS

Jess Baronowski, with charity representative, Tony Byrne.

pose and organise fund-
raising activities and 
events throughout the 
academic year to support 
both local and national 
causes; they are also free 
to suggest which charity 
should benefit from their 
efforts. 

The fundraising initia-
tive for Feeding Families 
was organised by Year 
13 student, Jess Baro-
nowski. 

Jess contacted the 
organisation to request 
donation boxes and fol-
lowed up with an Acad-
emy-wide promotion of 
the scheme. 

To boost donations, 
Jess also raised an addi-
tional £51 thanks to a 
‘Name the Bear’ competi-
tion, with all funds raised 
used to buy festive treats 
such as mince pies, bis-
cuits, sweets and choc-
olates.
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eenhance
Linda, Stephanie, Beth, Vikki, Amy, Chloe & 

Neve would like to thank customers, past and 
present, and wish everyone a very prosperous 

Christmas and New Year
Thanks for your loyal support over the last 25 years

Open Tues - Sat

 hair & beauty

Hancock And Ainsley
1 Main Street, Shildon, 772280

Arif, Prit, Julie, Angela, Jordan, Carley, 

Chloe, Angela, Karen & Trexa would like 

to wish everyone A Merry Christmas and A 

Happy New Year And all the best for 2021

Salvo’s Cucina Italiana
3-5 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AJ | 01388 773541

All the staff would like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Thank you for your custom and may 2021 
be a much better year for everyone.

Delivery & Collection Service available

GODFREY’S
THE  

BUTCHERS

All our staff at 
Godfrey’s 
wish our 

customers the 
Compliments of 

the Season

10 Church 
Street, Shildon, 
01388 772884

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 
- Rubber fibreglass flat roofing 

with 20 year guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel 01388 605489
07986 217936

I arrived in Shildon in the summer to take 
on pastoral responsibility for the Shildon 
Methodist Church (amongst others) and 
would like to thank the people of Shildon 
for the welcome I have received. Looking 
at the words of my predecessor this time 
last year, he wrote: “Travelling towards 
Christmas 2019, the political landscape in 
the UK is somewhat different than it was 
at the beginning of December.” Little did 
he know what 2020 would have in store!
None of us needs to be reminded or told what a 
difficult year it has been. The challenges continue for us all, as 
we consider how best to keep ourselves, and others whom we 
love safe over the Christmas period, a time when all we really 
want to do is to be together. There is the additional complication 
of the unresolved issues surrounding Brexit, and what that will 
mean for us in terms of food, prices, travel and so many other 
things. Nevertheless, there are some small chinks of light and 
I want to offer some words of positivity and encouragement.
Christmas is a celebration of light shining in the darkness - it 
only takes one candle to bring light to darkness, although I have 
to say there are more than a few candles lighting up Shildon 
this year! Christmas is a time of hope - any life without hope 
is a very difficult one, so perhaps there will be a moment for 
each one of you to consider what your hopes are for 2021.
Christmas is a time for peace - we are regularly reminded of the 
World War Christmas ceasefire and that game of football, but 
peace begins with each one of us as an individual, both internally 
and in the relationships we have with the people around us.
Christmas is a time for joy - the event being celebrated 
was reported to be accompanied by the sounds of angels 
singing, bringing good news for all the earth.
May you mark and celebrate Christmas 2020 safely, with love 
in your hearts. My very best wishes to each one of you.

A Christmas Message from 
Rev’d David Payne

Shildon Methodist Church
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DASH
HAIR DESIGN

Julia, Kimberley & Beckie
Would like to wish everyone A Merry Christmas 

and A Happy New Year
Thank You for your support over the year
NOW AVAILABLE: ear piercing, facial wax, 

eye lash and eyebrow tint

44 Church Street, Shildon
01388 773025

ELM ROAD WMC
01388 772650

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!

The Management, Officials & Staff would like to say a 
big thank you to everyone for their loyal 

support throughout the year

NIGEL DENT CAR 
& COMMERCIAL 

RE-SPRAY & TYRE 
SERVICES

99 Albert Street, Shildon, DL4 2DN

Nigel & Staff would like 
to wish everyone Season’s 

Greetings and Best Wishes 
for the New Year

Thanks for your 
support!

Shildon Food For Less
30 Church Street, Shildon | Tel: 777757

Pauline, Dave & staff wish everyone 
the compliments of the season, 
and thank their customers for  their 
support throughout the year. 
See you all next year!

As this year begins to draw to an end, I have heard many 
people say “I can’t wait to see the back of 2020.” 

This has been a challenging year for us all like 
no other year has ever been. None of us have 
lived through circumstances like this before. The 
last time there was a Pandemic like this World 
War I was just about coming to an end. It is, 
therefore, almost impossible for us to comprehend 

the challenges that we have all faced this year. 
Challenges which many of us have had to face alone 

because all the normality of our relationships with 
each other has been taken away. We were talking to 

someone this week who recently lost a family member 
and they were speaking about how they just missed giving people hugs. To be 
able to reach out and hold someone and let them know that they are loved. 
AS we begin to look forward to 2021 and the HOPE that this coming year 
holds, the Hope of a vaccine which brings the HOPE of being able to hold a 
hand again, being able to give a hug and a kiss again. What a joyous day of 
celebration that will be when we are able to do that once again. Who will you 
want to hug first? Who will you want to be with and know that your friendship 
and love is stronger for the experience of this last year. How we will appreciate 
the simple act of being able talk without a mask. On that great day, I believe 
we will celebrate those simple things that this time last year we took for 
granted. We will appreciate with so much more joy the simple things of life.
Yet I would say the great anticipation that we hold for that great day is like nothing 
compared to the HOPE that there is in Jesus. Over the next few weeks we will have 
the opportunity to anticipate the coming of the Christ Child in a way that we never 
have before. Over many years we will have had traditions that we have built up 
of the way we celebrate His coming (Christmas). This year will be different and, 
although that will be hard, I believe that God will use this opportunity to reveal 
to us the Christ Child in a way we have not experienced before. Don’t allow the 
challenges of this last year rob you of the opportunity to receive the Christ Child 
in a new way. Allow this new experience to give you the HOPE that only Christ can 
bring. An eternal HOPE that is far greater than the hope we have in a vaccine. 
God bless you all this Christmas Time and for the coming New Year!
Adrian & Donna.

A Christmas Message from 
Major Adrian Coupe

Shildon Salvation Army
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FISH & CHIPS, KEBABS, PIZZAS, WRAPS & BURGERS

Opening Times
Mon - Thurs     4pm-10pm 
Fri - Sat      11.30am-1.30pm | 4pm-10pm
Sun  -   5pm-10pm

UNIT 3 JUBILEE RD
SHILDON  DL4 2AL 01388 229 284

We would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE
Last orders 30 minutes before closing time

reserve their choice, cre-
ating their very own read-
ing wish-list, said school 
librarians, Ms Vennard 
and Miss Howe.  

“They can also leave 
reviews and search for 
other interests to support 
their reading and learning 
goals. 

“We believe that the 
ability and joy of reading 
should be nourished and 
underpins all ventures of 
life.

“The reading tools 
will afford students the 
opportunity to support 
their learning, as research 
has shown the connec-
tion between reading and 

GREENFIELD COMMUNITY 
College Students are 
looking forward to a new 
library system that will 
make for easy reading in 
the future. 

The system will be a 
great new way for stu-
dents and staff to access 
the library created with 
an accessible online plat-
form. 

“Students will be able to 
check out new releases, 
see what is available and 

EASY READING FOR GREENFIELD STUDENTS 

Students at Greenfield Community College will find reading their favourite books easier with the new online reservations platform.

Christmas Services in Shildon
St John’s Church
Church Street, Shildon

Saturday 19th December
4pm - 6pm 
Angel themed evening. Outside 
& inside the church.

Sunday 20th December
9.30am 
Holy Communion

Tuesday 22nd December
5pm - 7pm 
Church open with 
Remembrance Tree and candles 
to light

Shildon Methodist Church
Main Street, Shildon

Christmas Eve
11am 
Holy Communion

4pm - 6pm
Church open

Christmas Day
9.30am 
Holy Communion

Sunday 20th December
2.30pm
Carol Service

St Thomas’ Church
Byerley Road, Shildon

Christmas Eve
4pm
Christmas Eve Mass

Salvation Army
Cross Street, Shildon

Sunday 20th December
10am
Carol Service

6pm
Carol Service

To comply with Covid rules the 
capacity for each Carol service is 30 
people and unfortunately there will 
be no singing. Places can be booked 
on a first-come first-served basis by 
calling or texting 07754517997.

writing is strongly linked 
to academic success.”

Greenfield Dedicated 20 
minutes each day during 
tutor time (T4S) for stu-
dents to read to help sup-

port their learning.  
This investment has 

shown increases in read-
ing levels and a positive 
impact on student learn-
ing.
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lege’s Criminology and 
Public Services course 
have recently completed 
their NCS experience. 

After researching the 
needs of the local food 
bank and seeing the 
issue of food poverty 
highlighted as a national 
issue, they decided to 
make their mark locally in 
Bishop Auckland.

Abiding to the govern-
ment’s Covid-19 guide-
lines, the team embarked 

on a sponsored walk 
around the town, but 
instead of asking for 
monetary donations they 
requested food dona-
tions and delivered them 
to a local food bank at the 
end of their trip.

Kiera McBride, a Level 
3 Criminology and Public 
Services student at the 
college, said: “We wanted 
to directly combat food 
poverty in Bishop Auck-
land as we know how 

THIS AUTUMN teenagers 
from Bishop Auckland 
College have been out in 
force in the community 
combating food poverty.

Bishop Auckland Col-
lege teamed up with NCS 
(National Citizen Service), 
enabling students to cre-
ate their own volunteering 
projects in the local area 
while also learning new 
skills and boosting their 
CVs.

A team from the Col-

COLLEGE STUDENTS COMBAT FOOD POVERTY
Bishop Auckland College students teamed up with National Citizen Service to combat food poverty during the pandemic.

many families are strug-
gling during the pan-
demic. 

“The experience of 
working on a project with 
NCS has made me more 
aware of what is happen-
ing in the world and con-
scious of how I can help 
my local community. 

I’ve also gained skills 
that will help boost my 
job prospects and look 
great on a personal state-
ment”.

Rachel Thompson, 
Criminology and Public 
Services tutor at the col-
lege, said: “Each year our 
students enjoy working 
with NCS and really get a 
lot out of the process. 

They develop their 
teamwork, leadership 
and organisational skills, 
which are great transfer-
able skills for whatever 
they decide to do after 
college. 

We want our students 
to be responsible and 
socially aware, and NCS 
really helps them develop 
that awareness”.

Later this term, more 
students from Bishop 
Auckland College will 
have the opportunity to 
make a difference in their 
local communities by 
completing NCS as part 
of their studies. 

Since NCS was 
founded, more than 
600,000 young people 
have been on an NCS 
programme, contributing 
to 14.5 million hours of 
volunteering. 

For more information 
on NCS, visit the organi-
sation’s website at www.
wearencs.com.
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News & Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

NORTHERN LEAGUE RESTART DELAYED UNTIL THE NEW YEAR

Shildon Running & 
Athletic Club would like 
to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and 

a Happy 2021

Give me a call on: 

07950 210967

Fully Insured

No job too big 
Or too small

Judith’s

All the very best for the Festive Season & the New Year

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

8 Church Street, Shildon, 01388 773008

EZ-Tech would like to say thank you to 
everyone for the support they have given 

us throughout our first year of trading.
We hope to continue our pledge to offer technical 

support to the community far and wide. 
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and all the best for 2021.
Stay safe and stay connected

The EZ-TECH TEAM

The committee at 
Shildon AFC Supporters’ 

Club wish their loyal 
customers and all 

supporters a  
Merry Christmas &  
a Happy New Year

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

A SURVEY of Northern 
League clubs has led the 
League Management 
Committee to announce 
that, as a result of con-
tinued Tier 3 restrictions, 
the Northern League will 
not now re-start until 
after the new year. 

It had been hoped that 
games could get back 
underway this weekend, 
but with clubs still unable 
to admit fans to their hos-
pitality suites, a major-
ity said the restrictions 
would place the clubs in 
an untenable financial 
position. 

In a statement released 
on Wednesday, the North-
ern League Committee 
said: “A further emer-
gency meeting of the 
League Management 
Committee has been held 
to discuss the responses 
from clubs to the Govern-
ment’s changes to the 
Tier Three restrictions, 
which allows up to 150 
spectators to attend NLS 
fixtures at Steps 5/6 but 
still maintains the exist-
ing restrictions on use of 
clubhouses and whether 
this would allow a possi-
ble resumption of fixtures 
following this week’s 
national tier review.

“A number of clubs were 
prepared to resume fix-
tures with effect from 

Saturday 19th December 
and attempt to carry on 
under what are extremely 
challenging Tier Three 
restrictions.

“Some clubs have been 
told by their local coun-
cils that they are not 
permitted to sell refresh-
ments.

“The majority of clubs 
indicated that it wasn’t 
financially viable for 
them to play games with 
attendances set at 150.  

“Without any income 
from food and beverages, 
clubs would still have sig-
nificant levels of expendi-
ture with no grants being 
made available to cover 
any deficit.

“Some clubs felt that 
a change to Tier Two 
restrictions allowing 
attendances to rise to 
300 could allow a return, 
but any such decision 
is now unlikely to come 
before Thursday or possi-
bly later this week.

“As a consequence the 
LMC has decided to post-
pone this weekend’s fix-
tures.

“Should the region 
remain in Tier Three 
the situation would be 
reviewed again by the 
LMC on Monday 4th Jan-
uary 2021 with a possible 
resumption date of Sat-
urday 9th January; but 

if there were any unex-
pected easing of restric-
tions before then, the 
situation will be reviewed 
to see if an earlier return 
may be possible.

“The committee fully 
understands and shares 
the frustration at the sit-
uation we find ourselves 
in and we are grateful for 
the patience of officials, 
volunteers, players and 
spectators.

“In the meantime we will 
be writing to all the rele-
vant local authorities to 
see if they are willing to 
address the issue of the 
sale of refreshments at 
grounds in their area, as 
this provides such crucial 
revenue for clubs.”

Shildon will, however, be 
playing this weekend as 
their FA Vase adventure 
continues with Saturday’s 
Third Round matches. 

However, home fans 
only will be permitted to 
attend, with the limit set 
by the government’s lat-
est rules at 150. Only Sea-
son Card holders will be 
able to purchase tickets. 

Shildon have recent 
painful memories of a 
cup defeat at the hands 
of the Anchors when they 
exited the FA Cup in their 
first competitive game of 
the season in monsoon 
conditions, so they will 

be travelling to the Bish-
opton Road West ground 
with thoughts of avenging 
that result in their minds. 

The winners of the tie 
will progress to the Fourth 
Round Proper, which is 
scheduled for Saturday 
9th January.

The game will be broad-
cast live via Stockton’s 
Twitch stream and they 
will be providing a link to 
the stream through their 
social media. Fans may 
need to install the Twitch 
app to view the broadcast 
on a smartphone.


