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Santa has written to community organisers in Ferryhill to let them know that he intends to visit the town in the run up to Christmas.

“We wish you all a 
very happy, safe and 
peaceful Christmas 
and New Year

FESTIVE WISHES 
FROM THE TEAM 
AT THE CHAPTER
WE HAVE come to the end 
of another year of produc-
tion, albeit with a limited 
number of papers this 
year for obvious reasons. 

It has been the strangest 
of years for us all and 
we will undoubtedly be 
hoping that news of vac-
cines mean we can begin 
to return to some sem-
blance of normality soon 
- although it’s difficult to 
imagine that life will ever 
be the same again. 

We would like to thank 
all of our supporters - 
community groups, indi-
vidual contributors, our 
readers and of course all 
of the local businesses 
who have continued to 
advertise with us in a 
time of great economic 
turmoil. 

We wish you all a very 
happy, safe and peace-
ful Christmas and New 
Year and hope that you 
all have occasion to rest 
and return in 2021 - which 
also promises to be a 
demanding year for the 
country - energised and 
ready for the challenges 
and, hopefully, the oppor-
tunities ahead.

AFTER MAKING contact 
earlier this month, com-
munity organisers, Steph 
Bowron, Jacqueline 
Cansella and Katie Gra-
ham have received excit-
ing news from the North 
Pole that for the first time 
in many years, Santa and 
his elves have confirmed 
they will be visiting Ferry-
hill in the run up to Christ-
mas Eve. 

“On Wednesday 23rd 
December, from 2pm, 
Santa intends to visit as 
many streets in Ferryhill 
as possible,” confirmed 
the trio. 

“He will not be able to 
stop to talk, due to his 
very busy schedule, but 
he does hope you will 
give him and his team of 
elves a wave from your 
doorsteps.

“A full schedule of where 
Santa will be in Ferryhill, 
and when, will be posted 
on Ferryhill Facebook 
groups as soon as he 
confirms everything.

“We would also like to 
say a massive thanks 
to the management at 
Sainsbury’s Local on 
Brancepeth Road and to 
Ferryhill Police for their 
help in making lots of 

local children’s dreams 
of seeing Santa in real life 
come true - without them, 
organising this would not 
have been possible.

“Obviously, if the the 
rules change at the last 
minute, Santa may need 
to change his plans, but 
aside from that, listen out 
for Santa’s jingle bells 
and have a very Merry 
Christmas!”

OFFICIAL: SANTA TO VISIT FERRYHILL!
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Birthday Memories

In Memoriam

24.12.2012

Dad, loved and missed 
always

Dennis Taylor

By sons Brian, Anthony, Paul 
and wife Sharon, and Jule

xxx

24.12.2012

Always in my mind and heart

Dennis Taylor

Sadly missed,
By wife Lyn

xxx

16th December

Loving memories of our 
precious son, missing you 

more than ever

Glen Basham

Love, Mam, Dad, Suzanne 
& Grandma

xxxx

Passed Away

Bernard Costello
Passed away on Saturday 

28th November, 2020.

There will be a service at 
All Saints Church, Ferryhill 

before he is laid to rest 
at Chilton Cemetery, on 

Tuesday 22nd December 
at 1pm.

Bernard was loved 
dearly by his sister and 
8 brothers and will be 
greatly missed by his 

family and friends. 
The family would like 

to thank St Helen’s Care 
Home and Chilton Care 

Home for the happy 
home and care they have 

given him in his final 
years.

In Memoriam

Derek Wilkinson
(Decka)

26.12.1999

All my love,
Mary
xxx

Miss you every day

23rd December

My darling Frank, another 
Christmas Birthday without 

you by my side

Frank Dunn

I am loving and missing you 
always. All my love,

Your Syb and family xxx

23rd December
Sadly no birthday kisses

Thinking of you with much 
love Alan

Alan James

Now and always,
Lilian & family xxx

23rd December
Heavenly birthday wishes, 

Dad. Always in our hearts and 
thoughts. 

Alan James

Love and miss you,
Paula & Stephen xxx

Christmas Memories

21.10.75 - 28.9.2013

Craig, you are missed at 
Christmas and each and 
every day, for you were 

someone special, 
which meant more than 

words can say

Craig Anthony Porter

You are in our hearts and 
thoughts at Christmas.

Love you forever,
Mam & Dad

xxx

21.10.75 - 28.9.2013

Time cannot heal the 
heartache, 

Or stop a silent tear,
It won’t take away the 

memories
Of one we love so dear

Craig Anthony Porter

From Leah & Bill, Natalie & 
Michael, Ryan, Keira, Jude, 

Gracie, Millie & Eve
xxx

So Merry Christmas Craig 
In Heaven above

Missing you always
And we send our love

Birthday Memories

16th December

Congratulations on your 
18th Birthday Liv 

Enjoy your special day

Olivia Hopper

All our love,
John & Donna xxx

18!

18!

Olivia Hopper

Enjoy your special day,
All our love, 

Mam, Ian & Erin xxx

16th December

Congratulations on your 
18th Birthday

16th December
Happy 18th Birthday Liv

Olivia Hopper

Have the best day you can,
Lots of love, Brianna xxx

Birthdays

18!

Ryan Dill

Lots of love,
Mam & Dad

20th December

Happy 18th Birthday Son

Christmas Wishes

Pauline
Wishes all her friends at 

D.I.D.O a Happy Christmas 
and a Healthy New Year

Herbert & Marjorie 
Dodds

Send family, friends & 
neighbours best wishes for 

Christmas and New Year

Acknowledgements

Marie Ward
nee Johnson

Elsie & Noreen would like 
to thank family, friends 

and neighbours for cards, 
flowers and messages of 

sympathy on the sad loss of 
their sister, Marie.

Sybil Dunn
Would like to say a big thank 

you to all for your phone 
calls and kind enquiries 

when I was ill. Also for all 
the birthday cards. 

Thank you all.

Take care God bless, 
Sybil xxx
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Established 1982www.walkertyres.co.uk

Great Deals on New Tyres 
Free Fitting, New Valve, Balance and Scrap Disposal

Huge Selection of Quality Used Tyres for Car, Van and 4x4

Spennymoor 01388 811468
Mobile Tyre Fitting (07931 526 741)

Alignment, Servicing, Brakes, Exhausts, Springs, 
Shock Absorbers, Batteries etc. 

All major credit cards accepted

Walker Tyres Ltd, Compound 4, Tudhoe Ind. Est. DL16 6TL

WWW.SHILDONMOTORCO.CO.UK • INFO@SHILDONMOTORCO.CO.UK • 01740 652266

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

you to Councillors Joe 
Makepeace and Peter 
Atkinson who each con-
tributed £1,847.50 from 
their Neighbourhood 
Budget allocations via 
the 4Together Partner-
ship, to enable the deliv-
ery of the project, and 
also to Wharton Con-
struction, who carried out 
the project works.

Councillor Peter Atkin-
son said: “I was delighted 
to be able to contribute 
to this project, which will 
provide a lasting memo-
rial to the town’s mining 
heritage.  Ferryhill is very 
proud of its history, and it 
is important to commem-
orate it with projects like 
this one.” 

Town Mayor, Councillor 

Joe Makepeace said: “It 
was a pleasure to be able 
to support this project, 
which commemorates 
the town’s deep rooted 
mining heritage.  

“The project is impor-
tant, and will provide a 
fitting tribute, which is 
especially poignant for 
the many families of 
those miners who worked 
in the town’s mining 
industry.”

Anyone with any ques-
tions regarding this or any 
other project being devel-
oped by Ferryhill Town 
Council should contact 
Karen Younghusband at 
Ferryhill Town Hall on tel: 
01740 652157 or email:  
kyounghusband@ferryhill. 
gov.uk.

THANKS TO a funding 
boost of £3,695 Ferryhill 
Town Council is pleased 
to announce that works 
to install a commemora-
tive Miners Wheel Fea-
ture at Dean Bank Rec-
reation Park have been 
completed.  

The project, which has 
seen an original Miners 
Wheel being sympatheti-
cally restored, and given 
pride of place just inside 
the entrance to the Park 
will provide a fitting trib-
ute to the town’s mining 
heritage, for future gen-
erations to enjoy, and 
ensure that the areas 
mining legacy is never 
forgotten. 

The Town Council would 
like to say a huge thank 

MINER’S WHEEL INSTALLED AT DEAN BANK
Ferryhill Town Mayor, Councillor Joe Makepeace, and Councillor Peter Atkinson pictured with 
the newly installed Miners Wheel at Dean Bank Park.

John Vayro
Painter & Decorator

Tel:Tel:  07599 600 55607599 600 556
Local ly  BasedLocal l y  Based

All aspects of  painting & 
decorating undertaken

Free Estimates
Over 10 years experience
Friendly, reliable service

07733 555 330
01740 656 356

ANDREW HEAVISIDE EPS
Domestic/Commercial electrical work 
carried out in your home or workplace. 
Approved installer of electric vehicle 
charging points. Inspection & Testing 

Clean, Friendly, Reliable service. 
Customer satisfaction No.1 priority.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558

Renee's
General store & off licence
7 dunelm terrace, ferryhill, dl17 8jQ

OPENING TIMES 
Monday to Thursday - 9am - 7pm 

Friday - 9am - 8pm
Saturday - 9am - 8pm 
Sunday - 10am -8pm

WE ARE OPEN 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
& BOXING DAY

10AM - 7PM

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
FROM US ALL AT RENEE’S
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Spennymoor: Charles Street, DL16 7LG. 
Call 01388 420276
Ferryhill: Lazarus House, Linden Road, DL17 8BD. 
Call 01740 650558
Newton Aycliffe: Cobblers Hall, DL5 4SE. 

Call 01325 319519

www.gfs.uk.com

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family 
Funeral Directors

24 hour personal service

Private chapels of rest 
Mercedes Benz Fleet

Bespoke Funeral Plans

Never knowingly undersold

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

dream of mine for the 
past two years. 

“Due to the increase 
in pupil numbers, the 
school’s purpose-built 
library is now used as 
a classroom, and the 
library was moved into 
school corridors.

“The Dare to Dream 
train will provide an imag-
inative learning environ-
ment for the children as 
well as reinforce appre-
ciation for our local her-
itage which is steeped in 
history in respect for the 
railways. 

“We hope you can help 
us fundraise for this 
very exciting project and 
thank everyone for their 
support.”

As well as helping to 
secure the funds for the 
installation of solar pan-
els and LED energy effi-
cient lighting, Climate 
Action North will also 
support the creation of 
a hedgehog and bee-
friendly garden around 
the grounds, donate 
books for the library, and 
help pupils learn about 
renewable energy and 
nature. 

Climate Action North’s 

Managing Director, Sha-
ron Lashley, said: “It’s 
fantastic that the school 
is breathing life into dis-
used train carriages.

“Such an ingenious and 
practical project will not 
only help ignite the imag-
ination of the children 
of today for the world of 
work of tomorrow, but will 
also make use of renew-
able energy technology 
such as solar panels. 

“We’re thrilled to be 
supporting this exciting 
project; after all, children 
represent the future, and 
what is more important 
than that?”

The Crowdfunder and 
M&S Energy Competition, 
which backs community 
projects committed to 
being environmentally 
conscious and installing 
renewable technology or 
energy efficiency meas-
ures in their endeavour to 
do so, will split £40,000 
match-funding between 
15 winners.

To support this pro-
ject and donate to the 
Crowdfunder page, visit 
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
dare-to-dream-powering- 
the-school-library-train.

KIRK MERRINGTON Pri-
mary School, which is 
refurbishing two decom-
missioned railway car-
riages into a magical 
learning library and 
reading space, is being 
supported with a crowd-
funder organised by Cli-
mate Action North.

Climate Action North 
is a community interest 
company dedicated to 
taking action to tackle 
the climate crisis. It has 
entered the school into 
the M&S Energy Commu-
nity Fund Competition 
2020 to raise the money 
needed to install solar 
panels and LED lighting 
in the two railway car-
riages.

The Dare to Dream pro-
ject will also re-purpose 
seats and tables, include 
new flooring and bespoke 
library furniture so that 
pupils can indulge in the 
love of reading and crea-
tive writing in a fun and 
relaxed environment.

The project is spear-
headed by the school’s 
secretary, Lesley Smith, 
who said: “We are very 
excited about this pro-
ject, which has been a 

KIRK MERRINGTON FUNDRAISER 
KEEPS LIBRARY PROJECT ON TRACK

The decommissioned train carriages are set to be transformed into a new energy efficient 
learning library and reading space at Kirk Merrington Primary School.

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

FREE Legal Surgery
Every Thursday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(30 minutes free)
Family and Children - Disputes - Property - Wills  
Powers of Attorney - Commercial - Employment 

Personal Injury - Charities
1 Parker Terrace, Ferryhill, County Durham, DL17 8JY

Please contact the office on 
01740 657444

ferryhill@evansco.co.uk

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
JRM Transport Ltd, of Denhamfields Industrial Estate, 
Commercial Street, Ferryhill, Co Durham DL17 0DF is 
applying for a licence to use:

As an operating centre to keep 1 goods vehicles and 1 trailers, 
Denhamfields Industrial Estate, Commercial Street, 
Ferryhill, Co Durham DL17 0DF.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the 
operating centre who believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written representations 
to the Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. 

Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address given at the top 
of this notice. A Guide to Making Representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioner’s Office. 

Dated: 18.12.20
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Dated: 18/12/2020

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council proposes to make an Order under Sections 82, 83 & 
84 & Pt IV of Sch.9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as 
amended, the effect of which will be to introduce a 40mph speed 
limit on A167 from a point 13 metres south of the centre line of 
the junction to Curlew Way in a southerly direction for 118 metres.  

The Council proposes to make an Order under Sections 1,2,4 
& Pt IV of Sch.9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as 
amended, the effect of which will be to amend item 2 of the 
schedule to read From a point 110 metres north of its junction with 
C40 Heighington Street, Aycliffe Village leading in a northerly 
direction to a point 13m south of the junction with Curlew Way, 
Ferryhill. 

A copy of the consultation documents for each of the above Orders 
may be inspected via the councils website and at Ferryhill Library 
(please check opening times before attending and follow all 
Covid -19  social distancing guidelines, in the event of the 
library being closed and you wish to view a paper copy please 
contact either address below).  Any person wishing to object to 
either of these proposals should send their grounds of objection 
in writing, to Sharon Renwick, Legal Assistant at County Hall, 
Durham or by e-mail to highways.orders@durham.gov.uk by 
13/1/2021. 

(ROAD A167 FERRYHILL TO BLIND LANE INTERCHANGE 
CHESTER-LE-STREET) (SPEED LIMIT)  

ORDER 2005 (AMENDMENT NO. 1) ORDER 2021

(A167 COUNTY BOUNDRY WITH DARLINGTON TO 
FERRYHILL) (TWENTY FOUR HOUR CLEARWAY)  

ORDER 2005 (AMENDMENT NO. 1) ORDER 2021

@ferryhillandchiltonchapter

Tribute to former councillor
Awful news this week that ex-Ferryhill councillor, Brian 
Gibson (right) has sadly died.
For many years, Brian was politically active in Ferryhill, a 
thorn in the side of Labour Councillors, challenging and 
questioning at every opportunity, both locally and at 
County level. 
Not always the easiest man to get along with, Brian 
had fixed and resolute views. He was unafraid to “fight 
his corner” couldn’t be intimidated, and believed in 
his belief of what was right and wrong. A formidable 
political opponent indeed.
Brian founded the FAIR party, and was Secretary of the 
Ferryhill Partnership, he worked tirelessly to get our 
Leisure centre re opened when Durham County Council 
closed it, and in my view was mainly responsible for 
securing its future. 
Often controversial, Brian holds the dubious “honour” of being one of only two 
Councillors to be ejected from the Council Chamber by police on the direction of the 
Chairman, although not arrested he ended that meeting in the car park.
Brian represented the best example of “keep your friends close, but your enemies 
closer”, he was clever in debate, outspoken and ferocious when need be, and a prolific 
letter writer. His passing will be lamented by many, and others may be sleeping a little 
more restfully now, we may never see his like again.
Rest peacefully Brian, condolences to all the family.

Joe Makepeace, 
49 Ramsay Drive,  

Ferryhill

Letters to the Editor...
Email: chapter@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter, 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, address, 
postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.
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Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

A Christmas Message from
The Mayor of Chilton

As I sit down to write this year’s Christmas Message to Chilton 
residents it is with something of a heavy heart. Traditionally Christmas 
and New Year are a time for families to get together and look forward in 
hope.
I am conscious that this year’s COVID19 Pandemic has made it a very 
difficult year for all of us and even “getting together” as a family is 
fraught with restrictions and worry.
Some people have lost loved ones to this terrible disease, and others 
have lost their jobs and businesses. Too many of us may often feel like 
there is no hope.
Our town motto is ex terra vigemus, which means “from the earth 
prosper”. We are a town built on hard work and coal mining. It is our 
hard work and community spirit of “looking out for each other” that will 
get us through this difficult period.
Many of you have used the lockdown periods as an opportunity to try 
new and old habits, some of you (including myself) have sewn masks for 
charity, some of you have made donations to the food bank.  September 
Flower made rainbow bows to hang on front doors as a sign of thanks 
and appreciation of our marvelous NHS.  The money raised was then 
donated to Chilton Care Centre.  I would like to thank all of you who also 
supported my charity fundraising during this difficult year.
There has been a lot of unseen random acts of kindness within our 
wonderful community that people will remember in years to come.  It is 
often said that we as adults can learn a lot from children and that is so 
true. I was recently very touched by the kindness of Adriana and Dylan 
aged 5 and 2 (above) who had seen the small and lowly Christmas tree 
that the Town Council had planted on the recently landscaped area of 
land at the corner of Lyndhurst Road.  Adriana and Dylan felt sorry for 
the small tree as it was not “big and bright and well decorated like the 
big tree on Durham Road”, so they very kindly decorated the small tree 
“so that it did not feel left out on their way to school”.  
The Mayor’s Christmas card competition was kindly organised by 
Chilton Academy. Thanks to all the children for their lovely designs.  The 
winning entry was designed by Layla in year 5 (right).  
Please remember to look out for each other this Christmas. My husband 
Alan and I hope that it is a good one, full of love and laughter and that 
2021 sees an end to this terrible year, so that we can move forward 
together as a community, stronger than ever in 2021.

Councillor Elizabeth Bruce

Mark and all the staff would like to wish everyone 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Thanks for all your support throughout the year.

KWIK CABS - FERRYHILLKWIK CABS - FERRYHILL

01740 652 90001740 652 900

Cutting Loose
9 Haig Terrace, Dean Bank
Hair, Beauty, Tanning

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year 
to all our customers, old and new, 

from Christine, Chloe and Ella.
See you all next year!
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TAXIS
SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

A Christmas Message from
The Mayor of Ferryhill

On behalf of Ferryhill Town Council, after such an incredibly difficult 
year I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a very Happy New Year.
I don’t think anyone could have imagined at the start of 2020, the 
challenges that this year would bring. I sincerely hope that you are all 
able to enjoy a safe and enjoyable break in the company of your loved 
ones, whilst also sparing a thought for those in the community who are 
less fortunate.
I am very proud to be the Mayor of such a strong community as 
Ferryhill, and I know everyone will pull together to help those most in 
need at what can be the most wonderful time of the year, but can also 
be the most difficult.
I am confident that we can all help and support each other to enjoy the 
festive period; be it checking on an elderly or vulnerable neighbour, 
donating food, clothes or toys to a local charity, or remembering to 
support local businesses by spending local where possible.
This year I would like to say a special thank you to those who continue 
to do so much to support our communities, and will continue to work 
over Christmas to enable the rest of us to enjoy the festive season.  
A special thanks to the fabulous doctors and nurses in the NHS, care workers, the police, fire service, hospitality 
and retail workers and those who keep our utilities running.  We all owe them a massive debt of gratitude. And, 
not forgetting, of course, our clergy who help us celebrate why we do all this in the first place! I hope that you are 
all able to enjoy some time with your families this year.
Due to the pandemic, Ferryhill Town Council was forced to cancel its events programme and many of its plans 
for the year however, I am proud that scaled back commemorations still managed to be held to mark the 75th 
Anniversary of VE and VJ Day, Armed Forces Day, Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day.
I was also honoured to present Civic Awards to those in the community who went the extra mile this year, and 
to those who brightened up the town with their floral displays, as well as being able to present the two charities, 
which I had chosen to raise money for during 2019-2020; the Solan Connor Fawcett Family Cancer Trust and the 
Ferryhill Scouts, with a cheque each for £1,457.50.
To ensure that a little festive joy could still be spread in the town this year I was extremely proud to switch on the 
town’s Christmas lights on the 27th November, accompanied by Paul Howell MP. 
I was also honoured to be invited by local schools through Approach Too, to choose one of the children’s 
Christmas themed designs, to use in a poster displaying a Christmas message from Ferryhill Town Council to 
the public.  A huge thank you and congratulations to Jessica from Dean Bank Primary School whose design was 
chosen and can be seen in the large advertising board in the town centre.
The Town Council continues to make plans for the future, and is very much looking forward to working with, and 
supporting you all in 2021.
Best wishes to all!

Councillor Joe Makepeace

Ferryhill Mayor, Cllr Joe Makepeace and  
Deputy Mayor, Cllr Jacqueline Cansella.

Meikles Solicitors
Offices throughout County Durham:

8 North Street, Ferryhill - Tel: 01740 652811
Clyde Terrace, Spennymoor - Tel: 01388 814336

23 Victoria Avenue, Bishop Auckland - Tel: 01388 451122

A very Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year from everyone at

......................................................................
A FULL RANGE OF CASES AND EYECARE PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE IN STORE

FERRYHILL’S ONLY OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS FERRYHILL’S ONLY OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS 
(O P T O M E T R I S T )(O P T O M E T R I S T )

27 Darlington Road, Ferryhill | 01740 651 24827 Darlington Road, Ferryhill | 01740 651 248
B.  O LI VE R    O PHTHALMIC OPTICIAN

Mrs Jackson, Janice &  

Leila would like to wish 

all our patients a very 

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year!

We look forward to seeing 

you in the New Year.

Over 73Over 73
years inyears in
businessbusiness
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News
Xmas poetry corner

Eyes of a Child
By John Harbron, Chilton

At first it’s dark and then so bright,
He opens his eyes, in a room filled with light.

This is the vision as he opens his eyes,
Lungs fill with air, he makes his first cries. 
A room full of people to see him arrive,

Laughing and crying, glad he’s alive.
Mother exhausted, he’s now in her arms

Family surround him, protect him from harm. 
The tears are over, those tears of joy

Happy he’s here, this baby boy.
Soon he’s sleeping, his dreams still pure,
The love of his family keep him secure. 

The miracle that happened here tonight
The scene is of love at the birth of life!

I’m having trouble with my Fairy!
By Jane Webber, Ferryhill

Yes I really am, she doesn’t like the tree!
She just doesn’t want to be
Up on top of that big pine.

But I wish she would - she’s mine!

Twice she’s thrown herself off there.
No heart; No feelings, she doesn’t care :(

She stares at me from way up high,
Giving a nod and wink of eye.

She’s all pink, with tinsel band.
She looks wobbly... and a bit canned! :)

Oh No! She’s down on the floor.
Enough’s enough, can’t stand it any more.
I’ll chain her to the very top of the branch,
Oh yes YOU, don’t give me an evil glance!

I know it’s prickly right at the top,
But .... no don’t go away with a hop!

You’re getting old now I know,
But come on old gal go with the flow,

‘Tis Christmas, time for lots of goodwill.
And Darling you know you fit the bill!

Ok, your dress is torn, it’s seen better days.
Your wings are bent - but a smile will raise

Your spirits and ours too my dear,
So I say this loud and clear,

Stay on top of that darned tree,
And make Christmas happy “just for ME”!

housing, the environ-
ment, anti-social behav-
iour, economic support, 
health and wellbeing.  
Recent development has 
seen new bungalows 
built by Livin on Hack-
worth Close, demolition 
works to void properties 
by Bernicia, who have 
then worked closely  with 
Durham County Council 
colleagues to make envi-
ronmental improvements 
to the areas affected 
by the demolitions, Fer-
ryhill Town Council’s 
ongoing development 
and improvements to 
the Dean Bank Park Rec-
reation Ground, whilst 
Durham County Council 
continues to work with 
private landlords, and 
have secured funding to 
deliver a solid wall insu-
lation scheme on Davy 
Street, alongside an arts 
project that will see paint-
ings introduced to win-
dows on void properties, 
based on work by artist 
Norman Cornish.

Covid-19 has paused 
the multi partnership 
walkabouts for the time 
being, but partners con-
tinue to identify and act 
in response to those res-
idents guilty of fly tipping 
and/or causing a range of 
other issues.

Further investment 
has been sought and 
secured, with the support 
of Durham County Coun-
cil and MP Paul Howell’s 
office, to extend the solid 
wall insulation scheme 
into Newton Street. 

A spokesperson for the 
group said ‘partnership 
working has enabled 
millions of pounds to be 
invested in Dean Bank, to 
provide and deliver a wide 
variety of projects and 
support for the benefit of 
the local community.  All 
partners have pledged a 
long term commitment 
to the regeneration of the 
area, and look forward to 
developing more initia-
tives in the future.’

The Working Group is 
keen to hear feedback 
from residents of Dean 
Bank, regarding whether 
improvements are mak-
ing a difference in the 
area, and to understand if 
there are any other areas 
of concern that the group 
should be concentrating 
on. 

Anyone with any feed-
back or comments 
should contact Karen 
Younghusband at: Ferry-
hill Town Council on tele-
phone: 01740 652157 or 
email:  kyounghusband@
ferryhill.gov.uk.

OVER THE last thirty 
years Dean Bank has 
seen ongoing regenera-
tion taking place in a vari-
ety of forms.  From the 
demolition of the Praxis 
factory and the building 
of the housing estate 
on the western edge of 
Dean Bank to the intro-
duction of the Children’s 
Centre, refurbishment 
of the Literary Institute, 
and introduction of a 
Greggs Breakfast Club 
and Family Learning 
Schemes at Dean Bank 
Primary School. Millions 
of pounds has been 
spent, and continues to 
be spent in the area to 
support residents, and to 
improve the environment.

A large number of part-
ners and residents have 
worked together over the 
years to enable this to 
happen, and this contin-
ues today through a multi 
partnered working group, 
which comprises Ferry-
hill Town Council officers 
and Councillors, Durham 
County Council officers 
and Councillors, Housing 
providers Benicia and 
Livin, the Police and the 
Dean Bank Residents 
Association.  

An action plan has been 
developed by the working 
group which considers 

DEAN BANK REGENERATION CONTINUES

Left to right: Andy Coulthard, Livin, and Chair of the Dean Bank Regeneration Programme 
Strategic Working Group, Paul Howell MP, Derek Bradley, Dean Bank Residents Association, and 
Mayor of Ferryhill, Councillor Joe Makepeace


