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CHRISTMAS HAS come 
to town in Bishop Auck-
land, which is set to glow 
with Christmas lights and 
the jingle of bells in the 
countdown to Christmas.  

Partners have come 
together to bring a bit of 
festive cheer throughout 
December with a range of 
projects across the town.

A jingle bell theme is 
present as Bishop Auck-
land Town Council are 
on board with ‘Worldwide 
Christmas Eve Jingle’ 

where households are 
encouraged to be on their 
doorsteps to ring a bell 
at 6pm Christmas Eve to 
raise Christmas spirit and 
help Santa’s sleigh fly to 
each child’s destination. 

The Town Council have 
supplied, with support 
from Regeneration Devel-
opment at South Dur-
ham Enterprise Agency, 
additional decorations to 
the Market Place, Bishop 
Auckland Railway station 
and Woodhouse Close 

Community Centre as the 
usual Christmas Light 
Switch-on event wasn’t 
able to take place under 
the current government 
COVID guidelines. One of 
the major attractions is 
a Christmas light instal-
lation projection onto St 
Anne’s Church in the Mar-
ket Place, which went live 
on Thursday 10th Decem-
ber. The projection can be 
viewed between 4-8pm 
each Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday evening in 

the run up to Christmas.  
Councillor Joy Allen, 

Mayor of Bishop Auckland 
said: “Christmas is such 
an important time of year 
and even more so after 
the year we have had. 

“As a Town Council, the 
light switch on is one of 
our favourite events as it 
brings everyone together, 
so it is a shame that we 
couldn’t do what we usu-
ally do this year.  

CHRISTMAS STILL COMES TO BISHOP

“We wish you all a 
very happy, safe and 
peaceful Christmas 
and New Year

FESTIVE WISHES 
FROM THE 
BISHOP PRESS
WE HAVE come to the end 
of another year of produc-
tion, albeit with a limited 
number of papers this 
year for obvious reasons. 

It has been the strangest 
of years for us all and 
we will undoubtedly be 
hoping that news of vac-
cines mean we can begin 
to return to some sem-
blance of normality soon 
- although it’s difficult to 
imagine that life will ever 
be the same again. 

We would like to thank 
all of our supporters - 
community groups, indi-
vidual contributors, our 
readers and of course all 
of the local businesses 
who have continued to 
advertise with us in a 
time of great economic 
turmoil. 

We wish you all a very 
happy, safe and peace-
ful Christmas and New 
Year and hope that you 
all have occasion to rest 
and return in 2021 - which 
also promises to be a 
demanding year for the 
country - energised and 
ready for the challenges 
and, hopefully, the oppor-
tunities ahead.

Last year, at least 1,500 people filled the Market Place as Bishop Auckland began its countdown to Christmas.
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Auckland College. She 
said: “This is a wonder-
ful initiative which more 
than 50 students from 
our early years, health 
and social care, hair and 
beauty, and catering 
departments have sup-
ported as part of their 
Enhancing Social Action 
project for the NCS.

“They also planned their 
own fundraising activity 
as part of the three day 
volunteering project. The 
college is delighted to 
be working with Children 
North East and Bowes 
Museum to help so many 
young people across 
County Durham at this 
difficult time.”

Bowes Museum’s edu-
cation team approached 
Children North East to 
become involved with 
their craft pack initiative 
to support school chil-
dren at this difficult time.  

It was a happy coinci-
dence that at the same 
time, the college got in 
touch with the museum to 
see if there were any vol-
unteering opportunities 

for their students taking 
part in the NCS.

Julia Dunn, Bowes 
Museum’s education 
and learning coordinator, 
said: “We’re really pleased 
to be able to work with 
Children North East and 
Bishop Auckland College 
to be able to deliver 600 
of these packs to children 
throughout the area for 
them to enjoy with their 
families.  Creative activ-
ity is well known to help 
with emotional wellbeing 
and we have done previ-
ous projects like this with 
schools.

“The museum’s educa-
tion department supports 
children and people of 
all ages, be it by creative 
activity, learning or life 
skills. So, to be able to 
reach out to both children 
and students has been 
fantastic and hopefully 
the students will have 
a better understanding 
of community work, the 
impact of creativity as 
well as how museums 
engage with their local 
communities.”

STUDENTS FROM Bishop 
Auckland College have 
been working hard to 
put hundreds of activ-
ity packs together that 
are being distributed 
by Bowes Museum to 
self-isolating schoolchil-
dren in County Durham.

More than 50 students 
have created the packs 
using stationery, games 
and craft items donated 
to Children North East, 
the region’s oldest inde-
pendent children’s char-
ity, as part of a volun-
teering project with the 
National Citizen Service 
(NCS).

Children North East’s 
‘Scrappy Dooz’ scheme, 
which began during the 
first national lockdown, 
has so far seen more than 
3,000 children around the 
region receive resources 
including pens, books, 
stickers and games. 

The students, aged 16 
to 18, spent three days 
last week filling the packs 
with fun activities and 
The Bowes Museum 
began distributing them 
to eight local primary 
schools this week, includ-
ing St Wilfrid’s RCVA Pri-
mary in Bishop Auckland.

Luke Bramhall, School 
Research and Delivery 
Service Manager for Chil-
dren North East, said the 
‘Scrappy Dooz’ packs 
have been really valuable 
for the region’s families 
during the pandemic.

“Following the first 
national lockdown, we 
very quickly identified 
that thousands of chil-
dren across the North 
East were at home with 
limited resources, limited 
games and limited books, 
with a new expectation 
on parents that they were 
going to have the facili-
ties to deliver some form 
of home schooling activi-
ties,” he said.

“After an initial call-out 
to businesses, Children 
North East received a tor-
rent of additional dona-
tions from businesses, 
individuals and funders, 
including Culture Bridge 
North East; County Dur-
ham Community Founda-
tion and Tyne and Wear 
and Northumberland 
Community Foundation.

“Families have told us 
that the packs have been 
invaluable during what 
has been, and continues 
to be, an extraordinarily 
difficult time for so many.”

Childcare Lecturer 
Stacy Stoker is leading 
the project for Bishop 

STUDENTS HELP DISADVANTAGED YOUNGSTERS
Back (l-r): Julia Dunn (Bowes Museum), Cathryn Gathercole (Children North East), Stacy Stoker (Bishop Auckland College) and Jo-Anne Steel 
(Bishop Auckland College student). Front row: Barbara Lee (St Wilfrid’s) and children Luke Maddison, Phoebe Littley and Noah Robinson.
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“However, not to be 
defeated by the ongoing 
restrictions, we decided 
Christmas was still com-
ing to town.  

“We want everyone to 
know that Bishop Auck-
land is open for business 
and we have some fabu-
lous local and independ-
ent businesses who need 
shoppers support more 
than ever. 

“I encourage everyone 
to pop into town to shop 
local and see our lovely 
lights.

As part of the Christmas 
program, Her Majesty’s 
Lord Lieutenant of County 
Durham, Mrs Sue Snow-
don has recited a beauti-
ful Christmas Bells poem, 
written by Beryl Anderson 
and performed inside 
Auckland Castle, to sup-
port the Christmas Eve Jin-
gle, alongside the buglers 
from the 8th Rifles. This is 
available online to share 
with children. 

Beryl Anderson from 
Regeneration Develop-
ment at South Durham 
Enterprise Agency said: 
“It has been an amazing 
opportunity to work with 
so many different organ-
isations and companies 

who all have supported 
the Town Council in an 
attempt to lift people’s 
spirits.” 

Other Partners includ-
ing The Auckland Project, 
Angel Trust and the faith 
communities have a range 
of Christmas Projects 
going on too.  

These include some 
virtual church services 
arranged by Rev. Eileen 
Harrop and Bishop Paul 
Butler, Bishop of Durham, 
as well as windows deco-
rated by the Angel Trust, 
The Auckland Project and 
an online Bells street-
dance performed in the 
grounds of Auckland Cas-
tle by the Prophecy Team  
at Extreme Dance Fusion, 
so there is lot to see in the 
town and online.   

The Auckland Project 
have pledged their sup-
port by decorating the 
Auckland Tower in collab-
oration with Daisy Arts.

Their horticulture teams 
have added lovely foliage 
and wreaths to their doors 
round the Market place.  

They also have a beau-
tiful evolving mural in the 
window of No 42, and 
there is a ‘selfie’ opportu-
nity in the window of the 
former Home Bargains 
shop.  

FROM PAGE 1

CHRISTMAS COMES TO BISHOP

comply with the ever 
changing restrictions. I 
am grateful to everyone 
who has and continues 
to support them by shop-
ping locally. It not only 
helps them and our high 
street, it helps protect 
local jobs.  

I have been so proud 
of the people of Bishop 
Auckland whose 
response to this pan-
demic has been remark-
able.

It was really disappoint-
ing to have had to cancel 
so many planned events 
this year such VE and 
VJ day, Food Festival 
and the Christmas light 
switch on.  

However, I was 
delighted when partners 
came together to ensure 
that Christmas still came 
to town and we now have 
an amazing light projec-
tion in our market place 
that people can come to 
see and enjoy.

As the year draws to a 
close and the roll out of 
the vaccine gathers pace, 
I am optimistic about 
the New Year ahead and 
hopeful for the future.  

2021 is now looking very 
positive, with the open-
ing of new attractions 
such as the Spanish 
Gallery and Auckland 
Castle’s Walled Gar-
den, the return of Kynren  
and journeys on the 
Weardale Line, the 
re-opening of the Town 
Hall, Art Gallery and 
Theatre not to mention 
the much anticipated 
multi-million pound gov-
ernment funding from 
the Future High Street 
Fund and Stronger Towns 
Fund. 

All of these things com-
bine to make Bishop 
Auckland's economic 
prospects unlike any 
town in the area. The pos-
sibilities and opportuni-
ties are endless and will 
go a long way to cement 
the town's future as one 
of the premier visitor des-
tinations in the region.

On behalf of Bishop 
Auckland Town Council, 
fellow councillors and 
Town Council officers, I 
would like to wish you all 
a very Merry Christmas 
and above all a healthy 
2021. 

IT GOES without saying 
that 2020 has been a very 
difficult year for every-
one. Particularly those 
who have lost loved ones 
to Covid-19.  

My sympathy goes out 
to families and friends 
who have lost loves ones 
and those enduring long 
periods of separation. 

Because of the Corona-
virus we have seen vul-
nerable people shielding, 
families and friends kept 
apart and the devastat-
ing impact the lockdown 
restrictions have had on 
our local businesses.

The crisis has meant we 
have had to adapt and do 
things differently. I have 
been truly amazed at the 
kindness and generosity 
of those living and work-
ing within our town.  

From helping the most 
vulnerable amongst us 
with their shopping and 
prescriptions, to support-
ing local foodbanks and 
demonstrating our appre-
ciation and gratitude to 
the NHS, care workers 
and front-line staff. 

Where it was possible 
businesses adapted to 

MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
Bishop Auckland Mayor, Cllr Joy Allen.

Self-employed? 
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✓ Tax return 
./ VAT return 

./ Payroll 
For a free, no obligation 

quote call 07922692989 today 
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rileyaccountancy.co.uk 

BARBER LEW’S
150 NEWGATE STREET

Lew would like to welcome 
everyone to his new Barbers 
Shop (opposite Switch-on)

Skin fades, 
Shaves and 
all aspects of 

Barbering services

London trained, now 
bringing my services to  

Bishop Auckland
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Little Linda & Little Kev

The Cleaners

Family run business

DELIVERERS REQUIRED 
Bishop Press deliverers required for two 

areas of Bishop Auckland covering 
Westfield Road, Northumberland Avenue, 

Barnard Avenue and Morpeth Grove.
Watling Road, Seymour Street, 
Arran Court and Peacock Court.

Contact Jeff Ridley on 07909 992731
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THE ANGEL Trust has 
created hampers to pro-
vide to the community to 
help combat food waste, 
writes Abbey Warne.

The charity has also 
been working alongside 
the Auckland Project dur-
ing the pandemic for their 
Closed Door Open Heart 
initiative to supply meals 
within the community.  

Ellie Crampton, market-
ing and fundraising assis-
tant at the charity, said: 
“We are currently working 
with The Auckland Pro-
ject, who are providing us 
with fresh produce which 
we use to supplement the 
food hampers we make 
up with donations from 
local people and super-
markets.

“These food parcels are 
tailored to individuals and 
delivered to local people 
in need. These are people 
referred to us from local 
services as well as taking 
applications.”

The charity “began to 
deliver food parcels dur-
ing the initial lockdown 
earlier in the year,” accord-
ing to Ms Crampton. 

HAMPERS COMBAT FOOD WASTE
Hampers include fresh produce donated by The Auckland Project.

The Angel Trust also 
offer food surplus ham-
pers for a £5 contribution, 
which are available to all 
members of the com-
munity to collect once 
ordered. 

Ms Crampton said: 
“These parcels are made 
up of perfectly good 
food that was not sold at 
supermarkets, which oth-
erwise would have been 
thrown in the bin.”

Ms Crampton also 
explained how the idea of 
the parcels initially came 
about. 

“The idea developed 
when all of our fundrais-
ing events were can-
celled due to the pan-
demic, so we wanted to 
be proactive as a charity, 
so shifted our focus to 
helping those affected by 
the pandemic.”

According to Ms Cramp-
ton, they use FareShare 
which distributes surplus 
food to charities. 

She said: “We think this 
is a great way to decrease 
the amount of food waste 
from supermarkets whilst 
supporting local people.”

Childs says that the 
inspiration was a book 
called Gaia, read at col-
lege: “I decided I wanted 
to grow trees rather than 
have them cut down 
for the furniture I was 
designing and making. I 
realised that all the local 
wildlife species, flora 
or fauna around me in 
whichever country I was 
in, was in decline. 

“Gaia is about being 
out in space and look-
ing back at mother earth 
and seeing it as a finite 
resource. 

“I want our books to 
reach out to people 
to help them imagine 
themselves out in that 
space and looking back 
and seeing themselves 
as a finite resource and 
how they are intercon-
nected with everything 

on earth.”
The action-packed 

adventure follows the 
wonderfully dysfunc-
tional Childs family’s 
attempt to find their 
missing mother, evade 
capture, explore their 
own burgeoning talents, 
and - to introduce the 
environmental theme 
pervading the chronicles 
- save the world from cli-
mate change.

“Each book is going to 
raise money for a differ-
ent charity to do with ani-
mals, insects, plants or 
fish. Some are worldwide 
some are local,” explains 
Childs. 

The eBook is availa-
ble on Kindle Unlimited 
for free, and in the Kin-
dle store for £1.77. The 
paperback is available on 
Amazon for £11.11.

BISHOP AUCKLAND is 
set to become home for 
the author of a series of 
science fiction fantasy 
novels aimed at young 
adults “and those who 
are of that age in mind 
but not body”.

After an industrial acci-
dent, A Childs enigmat-
ically became a “fake 
vampire, doomed to live 
eternally in the dark”.

“The doctor’s advice 
was to live somewhere 
further north where the 
light levels were lower, 
and as Whitby was 
already taken by another 
rather famous vampire, 
I bought an ex-colliery 
house in Blackhall so as 
to be beside the seaside,” 
explained the author. 

“Wanting to explore 
more, I visited the beau-
tiful viaduct in Bishop 
Auckland and thought 
it was amazing,” says 
Childs. “I was pleasantly 
surprised to find and buy 
a derelict pub called The 
Station in St Helen Auck-
land and felt it worthy of 
my final resting place.”

Having bought the for-
mer pub, Childs has an 
ambition of renovating 
and re-opening as a cafe, 
restaurant or pub, but for 
the moment, the focus in 
on writing. 

Childs is co-author of 
The Chronicles with M E 
Jones. The five-chroni-
cle series contains four 
books in each of the 
Water, Air, Earth and Fire 
chronicles. The number 
of books in the Aether 
Chronicles will be a sur-
prise, “emerging literally 
from the Aether,” says 
Childs.

The chronicles have 
been in the making for 
the past two decades and 
Book 1 of the first series, 
The Water Chronicles, is 
now available on Amazon.

AUTHOR’S 20-20 VISION FOR SCI-FI 
FANTASY WITH ENVIRONMENTAL TWIST

Book 1 of The Water Chronicles is available now on Amazon. 

Servicing & Repairs
Diagnostics

Main Dealer qualified and 
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Evenings & weekends available

Kris: 07854 587051

AUTO S. C.
Mobile Mechanic
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Fully Insured

No job too big 
Or too small

Judith’sGrab & Go
130a Newgate Street

Bishop Auckland, DL4 7EH
Tel: 07399255298

NOW OPEN - PLEASE CALL IN

We do breakfasts, burgers, 
pies & peas, pasties, hot 
beef sandwiches, daily 
specials, milkshakes
Find us on Facebook
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WOODHOUSE CLOSE 
Church and Community 
Centre has been provid-
ing its Foodbank service, 
which has seen a marked 
increase, throughout the 
pandemic.

Donations, often deliv-
ered directly, have been 
given by all the local 
supermarkets.

During December the 
centre will be open from 
10am - 4pm Mondays to 
Thursdays, closed Fri-
days and Christmas Day.

A dedicated band of vol-
unteers collects, sorts, 
bags and help distribute  
food parcels.

COMMUNITY CENTRE UPDATE

Once again, the community has given generously to Woodhouse 
Close Community Centre’s annual Christmas gifts appeal. 

The thrift shop is open 
with an increased range 
of goods, clothing etc. all 
at bargain prices

Santa’s helpers have 
been busy collecting new 
toys and gifts to distrib-
ute to local families in 
need. This has been an 
annual part of advent for 
over 40 years. 

All manner of donations 
are welcome and can be 
dropped off at the centre. 
Monetary  donations can 
be made via Paypal at  
www.woodhousechurch 
andcommunitycentre.co.uk   
which also has regular 
updates.

Folks, it’s been a hard year.  
We can all probably rehearse the frustrations, worries 
and losses we’ve endured. We also remember 
thoughtful, even brilliant acts of kindness we’ve seen or 
know about, some maybe we’ve done ourselves.  
Fact is, we need this Christmas time for renewing contact with those we’ve 
missed and to remind ourselves who and what’s important. It’d be a crying 
shame if we’ve not learnt some things making a different to us now and for later.
I keep learning things from kids. They need constant and consistent love and 
encouragement. It’s one of those signals reminding us that we’re all kids, no 
matter how many birthdays we’ve clocked up - part of us never grows up and 
never grows old. We’re not childish, but somewhere in our heads we can still 
think we’re eighteen. A good friend of mine thought as he hit forty he should 
read up about mid-life crisis, only to discover, he said, he was just coming out of 
adolescence!
None of us gets through on our own. Good mates are a godsend – people with 
whom we can speak the truth about ourselves and from whom we can hear the 
truth about ourselves. The world changed the day you were born. The difference 
you make is noted by every birthday card you get from the fans who love you. 
Love does mad things. God loves. He madly chose to become one of his creatures, 
entering the world as vulnerable as you and I did. We’re understood because he’s 
been there - or here, if you like. Jesus came to make a difference, to show us a 
way of living for others that honours every individual.  Your kindnesses continue 
his message. Celebrate his birthday and enjoy.

Fr Dennis Tindall, St Mary & St Wilfrid’s Parish, Bishop Auckland

A Christmas Message from 
St Mary & St Wilfred’s
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AS THE Bishop Press was 
forced to pause printing 
for the second time this 
year due to lockdown 
measures, St Cuthbert’s 
Church in Etherley got in 
contact to ask that the 
artist(s) of some beauti-
ful painted stones, which 
mysteriously appeared 
on the War Memorial in 

ST CUTHBERT’S THANK ARTIST(S)

The beautifully and thoughtfully painted stones appeared by the 
war memorial in St Cuthbert’s church yard.

the church yard ahead of 
Remembrance Sunday, 
be thanked for their work. 

The stones feature pop-
pies, Remembrance text 
and images of soldiers 
who bravely fought and 
died for their country.

The stones have been 
placed at the base of the 
war memorial. 

WHEN THE staff and 
pupils at St. Chad’s RCVA 
Primary School returned 
to school, they wanted a 
way to celebrate the com-
ing back together of their 
school family. 

They wanted to create 
a symbol of hope for the 
future too and a rainbow 
seemed to be the perfect 
idea. 

Each child within the 
school painted a pebble. 

RAINBOW OF HOPE AT ST CHAD’S
The colourful rainbow of pebbles symbolises hope for the future.

The pebbles were then 
made into the shape of 
the rainbow. 

The rainbow is dis-
played outside of the 
school’s main entrance 
for all to see. 

Mrs Evans, Deputy Head 
Teacher, said: “We are so 
proud of the strength and 
resilience our children 
have shown since March 
and we wanted a way of 
showing this.”

Peter has also recently 
celebrated 40 years of 
service with the Boys’ 
Club at Woodhouse Close 
in Bishop Auckland, 
where was he was treas-
urer and on the board of 
trustees. 

He is a dedicated mem-
ber of Woodhouse Close 
Church, looking after the 
property and health and 
safety. 

He has raised £42,000 
for a new church roof 
and has given up a lot of 
his time to running the 
church’s youth clubs, 
including volunteering 
for residential weekends 
and holidays for young 
people. 

Over the past 10 years, 

Peter has also been 
the coordinator for the 
church’s luncheon club, 
meals on wheels and day 
club. 

Presenting the award, 
Cllr Corrigan said: “These 
medals are tokens of 
our appreciation for the 
incredible commitment 
and hours of unpaid work 
and fundraising which 
are helping to transform 
communities across the 
county and make a real 
difference to neighbour-
hoods and good causes. 

“Each and every one of 
these recipients is set-
ting a wonderful example 
to others and I would like 
to thank them for their 
dedication.”

PETER HALL of Bishop 
Auckland was recently 
named among seven 
County Durham residents 
to be recognised for out-
standing service to their 
communities and their 
fundraising efforts. 

The Chairman’s Medal 
is the highest honour that 
Durham County Council 
can award to individu-
als and organisations 
for outstanding volun-
tary contributions to the 
county. 

The council’s Chair-
man, Cllr Katie Corrigan, 
awarded medals to the 
seven residents via online 
presentations because 
of the latest coronavirus 
restrictions. 

PETER AWARDED CHAIRMAN’S MEDAL
Peter Hall with his framed Chairman’s Medal for outstanding service to his community.

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN

HEATING  &  PLUMBING
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ing seen the excellent 
work SSAFA Durham do 
for local Veterans in the 
Bishop Auckland area it 
was an easy decision for 
me to choose them for 
my Mayor’s Charity. 

“This year more than 
ever, the pandemic high-
lighted to me SSAFA’s 
invaluable work which is 
often goes unseen. 

“Working with local vol-
unteers I have seen first-
hand how this fund is 
making a real difference 
particularly to the lives 
of our older veterans and 
their families.  

“I am extremely grateful 
to Voneus for their gener-
ous donation which  will 
go a long way to support 
local veterans, individu-
als and groups.”

 Zoe Day, Head of Mar-
keting and Communi-
cations at Voneus said: 
“Voneus Broadband is 
delighted to be working 
with the Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland, Joy Allen. 

“We hope that our dona-
tion will help make a dif-
ference and go towards 

the fantastic initiatives 
being planned to support 
those that are discon-
nected or having to iso-
late in their communities, 
in these very challenging 
times.”

Mike Donne, Branch 
President, for Durham 
SSAFA said: “This is a 
very generous donation 
to the Mayor’s Charity 
Fund for SSAFA. 

“It will be used to help 
our social isolation fund 
that allows us to keep up 
the spirits of veterans’ 
and their families, wid-
ows and those in poor 
health during these chal-
lenging times. 

“On behalf of SSAFA in 
County Durham, the vol-
unteers and above all our 
beneficiaries a big thank 
you” 

For any further infor-
mation on how you can 
contribute to the may-
or’s fundraising for the 
Social Isolation Fund, 
contact the Town Council 
on 01388 207110 or email 
council@bishopauckland 
-tc.gov.uk.

MAYOR OF Bishop Auck-
land, Councillor Joy Allen 
has been given a gener-
ous donation towards for 
her newly chosen char-
ity, the Durham branch 
of SSAFA, The Armed 
Forces Charity.

Cllr Allen recently 
agreed to become the 
first Patron of the Dur-
ham Branch of the char-
ity.

The £1,000 donation 
has kindly been made by 
Voneus, who specialise 
in superfast broadband 
direct to rural homes, 
businesses and public 
services.  

The Mayoral Term for 
Cllr Allen was extended a 
year due to COVID-19 and 
this year she has chosen 
to fund raise for SSAFA 
(Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen 
and Families Associa-
tion) The Armed Forces 
Charity who provide life-
long support to serving 
men and women and 
veterans from the British 
Armed Forces and their 
families or dependents. 

Cllr Allen, said: “Hav-

CASH BOOST FOR MAYOR’S CHARITY
Cllr Joy Allen, Mayor of Bishop Auckland with Vicky Jewitt of Voneus and Mike Donne, President of 
Durham Branch of SSAFA, The Armed Forces Charity.

meiklesmeikles
solicitorssolicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com
St Helen Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT

07582 570308

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting 

- Electrical Installation, 
NAPIT Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

Cinema delays
I read with great interest Steven Eastland’s letter about the 
cinema etc in St Helen Auckland (Bishop Press, issue 290).
I have wondered myself about the lack of progress but I do 
wonder if it is the factor that this land is prone to flooding 
after heavy rain.
I have seen this area under water many times in the last 70 
years and wondered how it could ever be built on.
Bishop Auckland Football Club have had many issues with 
drainage over the years and it has cost them a lot of money 
to rectify the problem.
The more land that is concreted over will certainly not help 
the problem.
I wonder if the developers are thinking along the same 
lines?  Just a thought

John Rusby, Linden Rd, Bishop Auckland.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: bishop@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Bishop Press, 3-4 First Floor Offices, 
Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

Valid concerns on custody suite
I agree with the candidate for the post of Durham Police 
and Crime Commissioner, Joy Allen, who has asked for 
the decision to build a new centralised custody suite on 
Durham Gate to be halted (Bishop Press, issue 291). 
Her view that an unelected temporary official should not 
be party to such a decision during an election campaign is 
a valid one. 
The DPCC is supposed to be an independent elected 
official whose principal role is to ensure the Chief 
Constable delivers for the people of the County, without 
any interference from DCC and yet, two weeks ago there 
appeared a photograph in a local newspaper of the new 
Chief Constable and Leader of the Council, Simon Henig, 
proudly announcing that the deal was done. 
I also agree that before such a decision is made, local 
residents should have at least been canvassed for their 
opinion. 
On the subject of value for money, perhaps if DCC were 
more prudent on how they spend local taxpayers’ cash 
they and Mr White may have a more convincing case?

Peter Laidler (address supplied).

Alan Pearson
Joiner & General DIY

Tel Alan: 776250Tel Tony: 776156

We would just like to thank all our clients 

over the last 9 years for their custom  

and wish you all a very Merry Christmas 

& Happy New Year

Tony Pearson
Gardening
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Local leagues, competitions and events...
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BBISHOP ISHOP AAUCKLANDUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  
BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS 

DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd

For more news from Bishop Auckland and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

The U8 Aces also had a 
good game with man of 
the match, Oliver Cham-
bers notching a hat trick 
and Bobby Hallimond,  
Freddie Hope, and Charlie 
also adding to the tally.

The U9 Kings were also 
quickly back in the goals 
with Tom Clarkson grab-
bing a brace and Matty 
Richardson, Ethan Cooke, 
Alistair Howe and Jack 
Sparke also finding the 
net.

The U10 Kings again 
had a great game with 
goals from Robbie Heav-
iside 4, Lucas Richardson 
and Jack Liddle. 

The U11 Aces had 
another good win with 
goals from Jacob Cath-
erall 3  and Harley Whit-
taker 2. 

The U13 Aces came up 
against a good Leven 
side and despite a val-
iant effort, were unable to 
record a positive result.

The U16 Aces played Dar-
lington and recorded an 
excellent 3-0 win. Danny 
Shaw and  Ethan Bowman 
scored while an own goal 
added to the tally.

The U16 Kings were 
unfortunate to lose out by 
the odd goal in five with 
Robbie Wilkinson and 
Bradley Charlton scoring. 

The U18s romped to a  
6-0 win over Redcar with 
goals Luke Brownless 
bagging a hat trick, Char-
lie Ord a brace and Jack 
Petty the other. 

There are nine home 
games scheduled for 
this Sunday followed by 
a break until 3rd January 
when another eight home 
games are scheduled.

AFTER BEING allowed 
to resume grassroots 
games again, St Mary’s 
had 15 home games 
scheduled but the 
weather put paid to six of 
them, leaving nine games 
played which resulted in 
seven wins.

The U7 Bishops played 
away and recorded a win 
with a double from Tyler 
Smith and with Char-
lie Thompson and Jack 
Clark also scoring.

ST MARY’S MAKE WINNING RETURN
The new players from the Little Dribblers, Little Stars and U6s were given Christmas presents from the 
club after their recent training session.

BISHOP AUCKLAND FC 
have expressed their 
gratitude to the family 
of Darren Cooke after he 
very sadly passed away 
recently and the dona-
tions collected at his 
service were given to the 
football club.

Darren, 59, was a 
staunch supporter and 
sponsor of the foot-
ball club over the years 
through Vest Construc-
tion, where he was a 
director and due to retire 
next year. 

Tragically, Darren 
passed away just seven 
weeks after being diag-
nosed with Creutzfeldt-
Jakob disease (CJD), a 
rare and fatal condition 
that affects the brain, 
causing brain damage 
that worsens rapidly over 
time.

He leaves widow Marga-
ret and son Henry as well 
as his mother and father 
still alive.

An unbelievable amount 
of cards were sent to 

CLUB THANKS DARREN’S FAMILY
Darren Cooke passed away recently after a diagnosis of CJD.

the house as Darren, or 
“Chef” or “Franky” as he 
was sometimes affec-
tionately called, was an 
extremely well liked and 
admired man. 

“The total amount col-
lected and donated to the 
football club was £3,014 
which is a fantastic help 
to the club in these very 
hard and testing times,” 
said club chairman, Steve 
Coulthard.  

Darren was a keen 
cyclist and the opera-
tions director at Vest Con-
struction and given the 
responsibility of building 
the Auckland Tower in 
Bishop Auckland Market 
Place - an inspiring piece 
of engineering that will 
prove a lasting legacy.

“Bishop AFC want 
to thank the family 
immensely and send  our 
condolences to them 
all,” added Steve. “The 
club will be putting a 
commemorative brick up 
with Darren’s name at the 
ground in remembrance.”

THE LICENSING ACT 2003
Notice is hereby given that We, Temptations 1 Limited, have applied 
to the Durham County Council in respect of the premises known as: 
Temptations, 160 Newgate Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7EJ 
for a New Premises Licence to permit the following proposed 
licensable activities:
Sale by retail of alcohol (On and Off the premises) Monday to 
Thursday 16:00 – 00:00, Friday to Sunday 12:00 – 01:00
Due to the current circumstances surrounding COVID-19 if you wish 
to view the full application please email the Licensing Authority at 
licensing@durham.gov.uk
A Responsible Authority or Other Party under the Licensing Act 2003 
can make representations/objections to these applications.
Representations must be made via email to licensing@durham.gov.
uk and received by 7th January 2021.
It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application and the maximum 
fine for which a person is liable on summary conviction for the 
offence is £5,000.
19 December 2020


