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ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L I N E R  S U I T E S

O V E R 2 0 I N S T O C K 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

MEMBERS OF the pub-
lic will need to be quick 
if they are to provide 
their feedback on plans 
to modernise leisure 
facilities in County Dur-
ham, including in Bishop 
Auckland, which is set 
to receive a new pur-
pose-built leisure centre.

In January this year, 
proposals were approved 
in principle by Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 

to invest in modernising 
leisure services across 
the county. 

Since then, the council 
has been looking at how 
its leisure facilities can 
be developed in a sus-
tainable way. 

The council is now look-
ing to gather thoughts 
from communities about 
the new proposals, 
including to determine 
the sites for each of these 

new centres, along with 
gathering information 
about the potential health 
benefits of participating 
in leisure activity. 

Site selection plans are 
intended to be finalised 
at a Cabinet meeting in 
early 2021 and plans for 
the whole programme 
finalised by the summer.

The site options for the 
Bishop Auckland centre 
are to remain at the exist-

ing site, move to Bishop 
Auckland College, or to 
land adjacent to Bishop 
Auckland Football Club. 

To see the proposals 
and fill out a survey on the 
current plans, visit http://
durhamleisuretransfor 
mation.co.uk, which 
includes a link to the 
online survey. 

The closing date for 
comments is 5pm on 
Sunday 6th December.

STILL TIME TO HAVE YOUR SAY ON NEW 
BISHOP AUCKLAND LEISURE CENTRE

A number of options are being proposed for the site of the new Bishop Auckland Leisure Centre, including the site of the current facility. 
The consultation’s closing date is Sunday 6th December at 5pm. Image: commons.wikimedia.org.

“This is a great 
opportunity for 
any aspiring 
actors

FRESH FROM Dolly v Eve 
premiering at the Odeon 
Durham Luxe, film pro-
ducer Dean Midas is 
already casting for his 
latest project. 

Dean has already 
announced The Dev-
il’s Stone, but has also  
revealed The Rag Dolly 
Homecoming. 

He is now looking for 
aspiring actors over the 
age of 16, based in the 
Willington, Bishop Auck-
land, Crook and surround-
ing areas. CV’s can be 
emailed to media@dean 
midas.co.uk.  

Dean is also looking for 
a cottage for one of the 
film locations. 

The four-film The Rag 
Dolly & Eve Valentine fran-
chise currently stands at 
65,000 views and rising. 

All four films have also 
been officially selected 
at six different film festi-
vals. 

Dean said: “This is a 
great opportunity for any 
aspiring actors to get 
involved with a fast-grow-
ing horror franchise”

FILM PRODUCER 
SEEKS ASPIRING 
ACTORS AND 
VENUE
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Bishop Press cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Bishop Press  

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

Self-employed? 
I can complete your ... 

✓ Financial accounts 
✓ Tax return 
./ VAT return 

./ Payroll 
For a free, no obligation 

quote call 07922692989 today 
or email 

sarah@rileyaccountancy.co.uk 

rileyaccountancy.co.uk 

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

BARBER LEW’S
150 NEWGATE STREET

Lew would like to welcome 
everyone to his new Barbers 
Shop (opposite Switch-on)

Skin fades, 
Shaves and 
all aspects of 

Barbering services

London trained, now 
bringing my services to  

Bishop Auckland

WALK-IN APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

TEL: 07429 292692
07518 117 486
07825 345 427

General Cleaning,
Shopping services

& Dog Walking

No Job Too Big  
or Too Small

Little Linda & Little Kev

The Cleaners

Family run business

together with residents 
and everyone on site, 
we’ve been able to get the 
project underway while 
keeping everyone as safe 
as possible. 

“Everyone I’ve spoken to 
has been really pleased 
with how the work is 
going.”

believe housing’s 
10-year home improve-
ment project will make 
homes cheaper to run 
and ensure high-quality 
affordable housing pro-
vision in scores of com-
munities stretching from 
rural Weardale to the 
coast. 

The refurbishments are 
being carried out in part-
nership with specialist 
contractors ENGIE.

Jonathan Horner, 
Refurbishment Director 
at ENGIE, said: “We’re 
delighted to see the ben-
efits of another key mile-
stone of this refurbish-
ment programme with 
believe housing, which 
supports their ambi-
tion to future-proof and 
upgrade their estate.

“We’re now in year four 
of our 10-year partner-
ship and it’s great to see 
the impact that these 
upgrades are having on 
residents, but there’s 
lots more to do and the 
continued investment 
and our work will ensure 
high-quality and sustain-
able homes for all believe 
housing’s residents 
across County Durham.”

MORE THAN 100 homes 
in the Woodhouse Close 
area of Bishop Auckland 
are receiving a major 
upgrade.

The work includes 
new roofs and replacing 
outdated pebbledash 
to vastly improve the 
appearance and energy 
efficiency of the homes. 

County Durham-based 
housing association 
believe housing is invest-
ing £2.1m in the project.

The upgrade includes 
a total of 117 houses 
and bungalows in Aclet 
Close, Archer Avenue, 
Brooklands, Cheesemond 
Avenue, Crawford Close, 
Douthwaite Road, Farn-
dale Square and Gud-
munsen Avenue. 

The project is part of 
a £138m programme to 
improve existing afforda-
ble homes in the region 
by believe housing.

The first homes have 
now been finished and 
work is underway in 
Crawford Close. It is 
expected that the project 
will be completed by Jan-
uary 2021.

Building Surveyor at 
believe housing, Daryl 
Reed, said: “The trans-
formation is great, and 
these homes are now in 
a great shape to provide 
low-cost homes in Wood-
house Close for decades 
to come.

“Our work was disrupted 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic but by working 

MAKEOVER FOR WOODHOUSE HOMES
Gareth Hutchinson from ENGIE and Daryl Reed from believe housing with some of the finished homes in Woodhouse Close.
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View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com
St Helen Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT

07582 570308

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting 

- Electrical Installation, 
NAPIT Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

meiklesmeikles
solicitorssolicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

Bellwoods Windows and Doors

15 year guarantee on all UPVC frames and glass
Find us on Facebook. Free quotations.

Tel: 01388 205 670 
Email: davebellwood1@aol.co.uk

Chilton based

Servicing & Repairs
Diagnostics

Main Dealer qualified and 
independent experience

Evenings & weekends available

Kris: 07854587051

AUTO S. C.
Mobile Mechanic

with some completing up 
to 22 laps of the college 
grounds – around five 
miles.

Sponsorship and funds 
raised by a raffle totalled 
£300 on the day, along-
side £222 donated via a 
GoFundMe page. All pro-
ceeds are going to the 
Wear Valley and Teesdale 
Division of the Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen and Fami-
lies Association.

The charity, which was 
launched in 1885, pro-
vides lifelong support to 
serving men and women 
and veterans of the Brit-
ish Armed Forces and 
their families or depend-
ents.

Public Services tutor 
Sharron Hogarth said: 
“All funds raised this year 
will go to the Wear Valley 
Division of SSAFA (Dur-
ham branch) towards its 
isolation fund to support 
vulnerable veterans who 

may be shielding, living 
on their own or couples 
unable to leave their 
homes.

“We would like to thank 
all who supported us; we 
raised a brilliant amount 
and contributions are 
still coming in, so it was a 
huge success.”

SSAFA support for local 
veterans has included 
the delivery of food par-
cels and telephone calls 
for those who are finding 
themselves isolated dur-
ing the lockdown.

Mike Donne, County 
Durham Branch Pres-
ident of the SSAFA, 
added: “It is a real pleas-
ure to work so closely 
with the college. 

“Over the years the 
students and staff have 
been excellent at raising 
funds and this intergen-
erational experience is a 
great boost to our mem-
bers.”

STUDENTS AND staff 
have joined forces with 
veterans to raise more 
than £500 for an ex-ser-
vicemen’s charity in a five 
hour sponsored walk.

The event was organ-
ised by Uniformed Pub-
lic Services students at 
Bishop Auckland Col-
lege in place of the cof-
fee morning, lunch and 
Remembrance service 
which has been held for 
veterans for the past four 
years, but could not go 
ahead due to the ongoing 
lockdown.

It was inspired by Cap-
tain Sir Tom Moore, who 
walked 100 laps of his 
garden to raise £1,000 for 
the NHS, but after global 
publicity saw his fund-
raising reach an aston-
ishing £39m.

Students, staff, and 
guests taking part in tan-
dem kept the walk going 
from 10am until 3pm, 

COLLEGE JOINS VETERANS FUNDRAISING
Mike Donne of the SSAFA is pictured (front) with Public Services tutors Rachel Thompson (left) and 
Sharron Hogarth (right), staff, students and others taking part.

WOODHOUSE CLOSE 
Church Community Cen-
tre continues to deliver 
freshly cooked hot meals 
to the door on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 
11.30am - just the thing 
for these colder days.

“Presently we have 
some space on our 
routes, both in Bishop 
Auckland and out 
towards West Auckland,” 
said a spokesperson. 

“We source our ingre-
dients locally and we 
deliver a main course and 
a pudding to your door 

MEALS ON WHEELS SPACES 

The Woodhouse Close Church Community Centre delivers the 
freshly cooked meals twice a week. 

on either or both days for 
just £4 per meal, or £3 for 
just a main course if you 
prefer.

“After sanitizing, our 
volunteers will bring the 
meal to your door on a 
tray, respecting social 
distancing advice and 
keeping you safe.

“If you would like more 
information or to arrange 
for a meal delivery, please 
call 01388 450838 and 
speak to one of our staff 
or volunteers. We are 
open Monday to Thurs-
day, 9am to 5pm.”

OFFICERS ARE appealing 
for witnesses following 
an attempted burglary in 
Bishop Auckland.

The incident happened 
just after midnight on 
October 15th, where a 
man tried to gain entry 
to the rear of the Boyes 
store in Newgate Street.

The suspect – who is 
described as being in his 
late 40s, of medium build 
and wearing jeans and 

a grey top – damaged a 
metal shutter but failed 
to get into the building 
and walked off.

Extensive enquiries 
have already been carried 
out, but officers would 
like to hear from any 
members of the public 
who could help.

Anyone with informa-
tion should call 101 quot-
ing incident reference 
number 92 of October 15.

BURGLARY WITNESS APPEAL 



Saturday 5th December 2020

4

For more news from Bishop Auckland and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

S H I LD O N
M O TO R   C O M PA N Y

WE HAVE MOVED TO LARGER PREMISES!
ONLY MINUTES FROM THE A1M,

Junction 60 and A689. Nav, DL17 9DE

●FIN A NCE SPECIA LIST
●WE BU Y CA RS FO R CASH

●WA RR A NT Y PROVIDED
●A A A PPROV ED DE A LER

●PA RT E XCH A NG E WELCO M E

Mainsforth Road, Ferryhill
Co Durham, DL17 9DE
Tel: 01740 652266
Email: info@shildonmotorco.co.uk
www.shildonmotorco.co.uk

● ZERO DEPOSIT FINANCE

● APPLY DIRECT

● SUIT YOUR BUDGET

● WE LIKE TO SAY... YES

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN

HEATING  &  PLUMBING

consultation and engage-
ment with themselves 
and local residents.

“I am certainly not 
opposed to modernis-
ing the existing custody 
suites, but your decision 
to centralise custody pro-
vision at a cost of £20m 
without any transparency 
or scrutiny in the deci-
sion-making process is 
very alarming.”

Responding to the let-
ter, Mr White said: “I am 
able to offer assurance to 
those that have concerns 
about this plan that this 
decision follows months 
of extensive research into 
operational demand, and 
that this will not have a 
direct impact on policing 
in local areas.  

“The operation of cus-
tody is a matter for the 
Chief Constable, but as 
Acting Durham Police, 
Crime and Victims’ Com-
missioner, it is incumbent 
upon me to make critical 

decisions to ensure we 
are able to maintain the 
efficiency and effective-
ness of our police force, 
and ensure that the com-
munities of Durham and 
Darlington receive the 
best possible policing ser-
vice that can be provided.

“Any delay in the deci-
sion making process, for 
instance until after the 
Police & Crime Commis-
sioner Elections 2021, 
would have caused seri-
ous detriment, potentially 
leading to the loss of the 
site needed for such a 
complex project and it 
would also likely result in 
project costs rising due 
to inflation. 

“The cost to renovate 
existing custody suites 
would be much more 
costly in the short and 
long term, would not pro-
vide value for money for 
the taxpayer and would 
still not achieve the 
standard required.”

COUNTY DURHAM Police 
and Crime Commissioner 
candidate, Joy Allen 
has called for a decision 
to build a new central-
ised custody facility for 
County Durham and Dar-
lington in Spennymoor to 
be halted.

The Labour candidate 
for the post has written 
to acting commissioner, 
Steve White asking him 
to halt plans to close 
custody suites in Bishop 
Auckland, Darlington, 
Durham and Peterlee, 
saying: “I think it is an 
error of judgement for 
you, as an acting une-
lected Police and Crime 
Commissioner to have 
taken this decision with-
out public consultation 
beforehand and only 
months before the elec-
tion.”

Mr White was appointed 
as acting Commissioner 
after the death of Ron 
Hogg last December with 
the election of a new 
Commissioner scheduled 
for May 2021.

The announcement that 
a planning application for 
the new 48-cell custody 
facility at DurhamGate, 
near Spennymoor was to 
be submitted was made 
in early November along 
with the news that if the 
construction goes ahead, 
existing suites in Bishop 
Auckland, Darlington, 
Durham City and Peterlee 
will close.

“As Labour’s candidate 
for Durham’s Police and 
Crlme Commissioner, I 
have been approached 
by numerous elected rep-
resentatives who have 
expressed their concerns 
and reservations about 
these significant propos-
als and their potential 
negative impact on polic-
ing,” said Mrs Allen.

“They are particularly 
critical about the lack of 

CANDIDATE CALLS FOR SUSPENSION 
OF CUSTODY SUITE DECISION

Joy Allen is Labour’s Police and Crime Commissioner candidate.

THE MINI Vinnies at St. 
Chad’s RCVA Primary 
School in Witton Park 
wanted to do something 
to help the people in their 
local area during these 
difficult times, so they 
decided to start a ‘shar-
ing shelf’ where people 
from the local commu-
nity could take items of 
food for free as and when 
they needed to. 

In order to stock their 
shelf, the children cre-
ated a poster asking for 
donations and distrib-
uted it to every family 
within the school. 

SHARING SHELF AT ST CHAD’S

The Mini Vinnies at St Chad’s stock their Sharing Shelf after being 
innundated with donations, including from The Auckland Project.

Deputy Head Teacher, 
Mrs Evans said: “The 
response to the Mini 
Vinnies poster was very 
humbling - we were inun-
dated with items! We are 
extremely grateful to all 
who have donated.” 

The Auckland Project 
were impressed to hear 
about what the children 
were doing and wanted to 
help, so are making reg-
ular donations of fresh 
fruit and vegetables. 

The Mini Vinnies would 
like to say a huge thank 
you to The Auckland Pro-
ject for their support.
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to the Skegness Tourna-
ment, which is scheduled 
to take place on April 21st. 

“Thanks also to Steve 
Thompson from the 
Mortgage Advice Centre 
and Paul Anderson from 
Anderson Accountants 
who are our sponsors 
once again this season 
and also to Ellie Ander-

son Photography for tak-
ing photos.

Meanwhile, the boys 
also won their match 
against Grantham, scor-
ing seven goals through 
ucas Richardson (2), Rob-
bie Heaviside, Jack Lid-
dle, Liam Evans, Layton 
Wymer and Blake Free-
man.

ST MARY’S Under 10 
Kings have been con-
gratulated by coaches on 
completing a sponsored  
colour run after playing 
90 minutes of football. 

A spokesperson for the 
team said: “We would like 
to thank everyone who 
has sponsored the boys 
in helping to get them 

COLOURFUL KINGS RAISE FUNDS
The multi-coloured St Mary’s Under 10 Kings after their fundraising Colour Run.

FILM PRODUCER Dean 
Midas Maynard is walk-
ing the five and a half 
miles from from Willing-
ton to Auckland Castle on 
Saturday 12th December,  
in aid of the Willington 
Open Door Methodist 
Church.

Dean and his team are 
asking for food donations 
and the church are in the 
process of setting up a 
JustGiving page. 

FILM PRODUCER IN CHARITY WALK
Dean Midas will be walking from Willington to Bishop Auckland. 

Dean said: “This has 
been a tough year for 
everyone and if by doing 
this walk we can help 
give families a fantastic 
Christmas, then we will 
all be over the moon.” 

Willington Open Door 
Methodist Church is 
open for food donations 
on Monday, Wednesday & 
Friday from 8am-5.30pm 
and on Thursdays from 
9am-11.30am.
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“It was the perfect way 
to go,” says Mike.

The Bishop Auckland 
patch extended to neigh-
bouring towns like Spen-
nymoor, Shildon and Fer-
ryhill and up Weardale, 
though much of a young 
reporters’ time was spent 
in magistrates’ courts and 
council committee meet-
ings.

The book records the 
night that an exasperated 
former Labour councillor 
in Bishop pulled a gun – 
which turned out to be 
a starting pistol – on an 
opponent and a court 
case involving George 
Henry Wilson, a regular 
Monday morning incum-
bent of the dock after 
being thrown off the last 
Lockey’s bus on the way 
back home to Copley. 

The chairman was 
George Cosgrove, boss of 
a factory in St Helen’s and 
himself a councillor. 

Knowing the defendant 
only two well, the chair-
man engaged him in ten 
minutes banter before 
becoming more serious.

“Why now, George 
Henry,” he said. “We’ve 
had a bit daft and a bit 
crack on, now what are we 
going to dee with yer?”

“Dee?” said George 
Henry. “Tha’s not ganna 
dee nowt is tha?”

The chairman sighed. 
“Bugger off, George 

Henry,” he said, “and 
don’t let me see you here 
again.”

After three years in 
Bishop Auckland, Mike 
moved to the Despatch 
in Darlington, became 
the Echo’s chief reporter 
in York, wrote the John 
North column for seven 
years, became the Echo’s 
news editor for another 
seven and from 1985 until 
retirement from full-time 
employment in 2011 wrote 
six multi-faceted columns 
each week. Still working 
part-time, two columns a 
week, he was made redun-
dant last December.

He was named North-
East Journalist of the 
Year seven times between 
1988-2005, won three 
national awards for his 
Backtrack sports column, 
was an inaugural member 
of the Provincial Journal-
ism Hall of Fame and in 
2006 was appointed MBE 
for service to journalism 
in North-East England. 

Unconsidered Trifles 
costs £10 plus £3.20 post-
age for the softback and 
£22 plus £3.80 postage 
in hardback. It’s availa-
ble on Amazon, or from 
the author at Mike Amos, 
8 Oakfields, Middleton 
Tyas, Richmond, North 
Yorkshire DL10 6SD – 
further details, includ-
ing bank transfer, from 
mikeamos81@aol.com.

UNCONSIDERED TRIFLES, 
veteran journalist and 
Bishop Auckland Gram-
mar School old boy Mike 
Amos’s 390-page auto-
biography, has been 
acclaimed nationwide 
– and would still make 
someone a great Christ-
mas present.

Raised in Shildon, 
Mike began working life 
in 1965 as a £9 1s 6d a 
week cub reporter on the 
Northern Despatch, The 
Northern Echo’s sister 
evening paper in an office 
also shared with report-
ers from the long-gone 
weekly newspaper the 
Auckland Chronicle. 

The office was above 
a money lender’s on the 
corner of Newgate Street 
and Chester Street in 
Bishop Auckland. “It was 
pretty squalid,” Mike 
recalls. “Back in the 1960s 
we spent a lot of our 
time writing about slums 
conditions in places like 
South Church and Witton 
Park, but I’m not sure that 
the office in which they 
originated was very much 
more congenial. 

“The roof leaked, the 
single gas fire was pretty 
ineffectual, there was one 
telephone between six of 
us and when there weren’t 
enough chairs, the last 
one in had precariously 
to perch on a pile of old 
newspapers. They were 
great times, for all that.”

Unconsidered Trifles 
also recalls happy days 
at the former King James 
I Grammar School, boys 
only until 1962, particu-
larly paying tribute to Eng-
lish teacher Geoff Hill who 
patiently instilled the rudi-
ments of grammar. 

Mike also salutes Denis 
Weatherly, the headmas-
ter, an accomplished 
musician and singer 
known throughout the 
region. They’d last met 
in Darlington when Denis 
was in his 80s and the for-
mer pupil mendaciously 
remarked how well the old 
master was looking. 

“Mike, there are three 
ages of man,” said Denis. 
“Youth, middle aged and 
‘My God you do look well’.”

A few weeks later, while 
singing with his son’s choir 
in Nottingham, Denis died 
suddenly in the middle of 
Swing Low Sweet Chariot.

CHRISTMAS TRIFLES FOR YOUR STOCKING

Mike Amos’s autobiography features many Bishop Auckland anecdotes. 

LOCAL CREATIVE writer, 
Jane Carrick, has found 
herself having to diver-
sify in a time of Covid in 
order to save her fledg-
ling business. 

After completing her 
education, with a degree 
in English and Creative 
Writing, and a Masters in 
Journalism, Jane, from 
Toronto, chose to estab-
lish her own creative writ-
ing business.

“The business offered 
creative writing work-
shops to people of all 
ages and abilities,” said 
Jane. “Things began 
slowly, but by the begin-
ning of March, I had 
received lot of interest 
in weekly workshops at 
various places across the 
county. But then the pan-
demic hit.”

Jane was no longer 
able to interact with any-
one face-to-face, and her  
new business was una-
ble to function. She went 
through a brief period 
where it seemed she 
would have to give up, 
attempting virtual work-
shops, but interest was 
sporadic  with potential 
clients now busy look-
ing after children being 
home-schooled.

“I was writing to keep 
myself going during this 
time,” said Jane, “and 
thought that even though 
the workshops weren’t 
working online, there was 
no reason for anyone to 
stop writing if that’s what 
they enjoyed.

“So I set up a Facebook 
group and put up weekly 
writing prompts and 
wordsearches to allow 

POETIC JUSTICE AS JANE 
DIVERSIFIES TO SAVE BUSINESS

Local author and creative writing tutor, Jane Carrick. 

people to explore their 
creativity free of charge, 
and give them something 
to do to take their minds 
off the difficult times we 
are all facing. 

“As things began shift-
ing into the new normal, 
my workshops were 
still not going ahead, 
and guidance for small 
groups, and the inability 
to work in schools, as I 
had before the lockdown, 
was proving to be a chal-
lenge. 

“This meant that I had 
to completely rethink 
what my business would 
offer if I wanted to keep it 
afloat. 

“I have been published 
in a few poetry antholo-
gies since 2018, and my 
mother suggested that 
I should do something 
with my poetry to aid my 
predicament. 

“So I began taking pic-
tures of the beautiful 
rural areas in County Dur-
ham and writing poems, 
using the pictures as 
backdrops. 

“I now sell these, and 
bespoke poems for any 
occasion, which has 
kept my business alive, 
despite the struggle 
through the pandemic. 

“My workshops are not 
gone forever, but it is now 
my poetry that is allowing 
me to keep my business 
up and running. 

“Luckily, there has been 
lots of interest and I am 
able to keep doing what 
I love.”

Jane’s products can be 
viewed on her website at  
www.jcscreativewriting. 
co.uk.
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many families struggle 
to make ends meet and 
we must not let children 
go without food. We are 
determined that no child 
will go hungry in County 
Durham.” 

The council’s Cabinet 
had previously pledged to 
provide support for meals 
during the Christmas hol-
iday period after a House 
of Commons vote went 
against extending the 
national school meals 
scheme to cover school 
holiday periods.

However, following a 
campaign by the Man-
chester United and Eng-
land footballer Marcus 
Rashford, the govern-
ment has announced that 
a winter grant scheme, 
to be run by councils, 
will provide support with 
food and bills, while a 
holiday food and activi-
ties programme is to be 
expanded. 

A £170m ring-fenced 
fund will be distributed 
through local authorities, 
with at least 80 per cent 
earmarked for help with 
food and bills.

The programme will 

receive funding from the 
beginning of December 
until the end of March.

The holiday food and 
activities programme 
will be expanded with 
a £220m investment to 
cover Easter, summer 
and Christmas in 2021.

The End Child Poverty 
coalition published fig-
ures last month showing 
that 35 per cent of chil-
dren in the North East are 
living in poverty. An esti-
mated 16,500 children in 
County Durham received 
free school meals during 
the last academic year.

Cllr Olwyn Gunn, Cabi-
net member for children 
and young people’s ser-
vices, said: “The corona-
virus pandemic has made 
life even harder for many 
people and as a council 
we need to take every 
opportunity to support 
those in need at this dif-
ficult time. 

“I’m glad that we were 
able to assist so many 
families and provide 
meals for well over 10,000 
children in our county 
during the recent half-
term break.” 

MORE THAN £150,000 
was paid out by Durham 
County Council as part of 
its school meals support 
offering during October’s 
half-term holiday, help-
ing to feed over 10,000 
youngsters in the pro-
cess. 

A new scheme was 
launched by the council 
last month which ena-
bled parents and carers 
whose children are eligi-
ble for means-tested free 
school meals to apply 
for one £15 voucher per 
child. 

This saw a total of 
£156,270 given to fam-
ilies, money which was 
used to provide meals for 
10,418 children in County 
Durham. 

Cllr Angela Surtees, 
Cabinet member for 
social inclusion at Dur-
ham County Council, 
said: “We had a really pos-
itive response to the offer 
and thanks to great team-
work from officers across 
multiple services we have 
been able to deliver inval-
uable support to families 
throughout the county.

“Sadly, it is the case that 

COUNTY COUNCIL FUNDS SCHOOL 
CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY MEALS

Durham County Council stepped in after MPs voted against supporting children with free school meals 
during the October half-term holiday.

WOODHOUSE COMMUNITY  
Primary School and St 
John’s Catholic Com-
prehensive School and 
Sixth Form in Bishop 
Auckland are among four 
County Durham schools 
to be  recognised for their 
efforts in bringing the 
world into the classroom. 

They were honoured by 
the British Council at a 
special online ceremony 
last month for their com-
mitment to embedding 
international work into 
their curriculum and help-
ing children to gain an 
understanding of other 
countries, cultures and 
languages. 

This has involved a 
focus on learning differ-
ent languages, collab-
orating with schools in 
countries such as Tan-
zania and Zimbabwe, 
and appointing climate 
change champions to 
help pupils develop a 
greater sense of respon-

SCHOOLS RECOGNISED FOR 
INTERNATIONAL WORK

Rachael Smith, headteacher of Woodhouse Community Primary 
School, with their International School Award certificate. 

sibility around global 
issues. 

They were among just 
64 schools across the 
country, which also 
included Crook Primary 
School and St Cuthbert’s 
RC Primary School in 
Crook, to gain the award 
as part of International 
Education Week 2020, 
which took place online 
this year. 

The week celebrates 
international work in 
schools and the value of 
bringing the world into 
the classroom.

For the first time ever, 
a series of events, webi-
nars and activities were 
accessed from anywhere 
in the world, allowing 
young people to act on 
the global issues that 
matter to them. 

For more informa-
tion, schools can visit:  
www.britishcouncil.org/ 
school-resources/inter 
national-education-week. 
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live, work and travel to the 
county will need to adhere 
to the highest level of 
restrictions to help reduce 
the rate of coronavirus 
infections in the area. 

Under the restrictions, 
certain services and ven-
ues required to close dur-
ing the national lockdown 
can reopen so long as 
safety and hygiene meas-
ures are in place. 

DCC has announced the 

following changes to its 
services after the intro-
duction of Tier 3 restric-
tions:
• All DCC and 1Life-oper-

ated leisure centres will 
reopen, although group 
exercise classes and 
activities will not take 
place while the county 
remains in Tier 3. Gym 
and swim members with 
plans that incorporate 
exercise classes will 

DURHAM COUNTY Council  
(DCC) has set out how it 
will safely reopen venues 
and reinstate services 
affected by the national 
lockdown this week.

County Durham, along 
with other parts of the 
North East, are subject to 
Tier 3 restrictions since 
the national lockdown 
ended on Wednesday 2nd 
December. 

This means those who 

COUNCIL ANNOUNCES PLANS 
TO REINSTATE SERVICES

Leisure centres will re-open this week in line with Tier 3 restrictions. 

be given the option to 
freeze their membership 
for one month. This will 
be reviewed in line with 
any changes to Govern-
ment guidance. A vir-
tual Group Exercise (GX) 
offer has been devel-
oped to provide an alter-
native to fitness classes 
was launched on 2nd 
December.

• Swimming pools oper-
ating at council leisure 
centres prior to the 
second lockdown will 
reopen. It is hoped that 
Aqua Learn and Time 
to Swim lessons will 
resume in early 2021. 

• Grassroots sports can 
resume for under 18s and 
those with disabilities 
indoors and outdoors. 
Adult outdoor sporting 
activities are allowed 
however the council is 
awaiting specific guid-
ance from the National 
Governing Bodies of 
each sport and will con-
tact clubs in the county 
to provide an update as 
soon as this is received.

• Sports changing rooms 
can reopen with the 
same measures in place 
before the lockdown.

• For the time being, coun-
cil libraries will remain 

closed for browsing. 
However, the Pick and 
Collect service will con-
tinue to operate. Library 
members from across 
the county can borrow 
books using the service, 
with collection points 
located at branches in 
including Bishop Auck-
land Town Hall.

• Customer access points 
as well as One Point 
hubs and family centres 
will remain closed. 

• DCC parks, playgrounds 
and allotments across 
the county will stay 
open, but cafés at Hard-
wick Park and Wharton 
Park will offer a takea-
way service only.

• Household Waste and 
Recycling Centres will 
remain open.

• Weddings and civil part-
nerships can recom-
mence at register 
offices, but numbers 
will be restricted as per 
national guidance.

• Funerals at Durham and 
Mountsett Crematoria 
can take place but are 
limited to 15 people.
Information about how 

services are affected is 
available on the council’s 
website at www.durham.
gov.uk/coronavirus.

AT AN emergency meet-
ing of the Northern 
League Management 
Committee, it has been 
decided to delay the 
resumption of the North-
ern League due to the 
financial impact of most 
of the league’s club being 
placed in Tier 3 Covid 
restrictions. 

In a statement released 
after the government’s 
announcement last 
week, the committee 
said: “The current lock-

NORTHERN LEAGUE ANNOUNCES LEAGUE RESTART DELAY
down will be replaced by 
a three tier system.

“Decisions made by the 
Government will unfor-
tunately see 36 of the 
league’s 40 clubs placed 
in areas covered by Tier 
Three restrictions which 
would allow football to be 
played at Steps 5/6 but 
would require them to 
be played behind closed 
doors, thereby remov-
ing significant income 
streams for all our clubs.

“Although the FA has 

stressed that their key 
objective is to conclude 
the 2002/21 season and 
implement promotion 
and relegation, either 
through completion of 
the fixtures schedule 
or by a mathematical 
formula if the season 
is incomplete, it is the 
feeling of the LMC that 
at this stage it’s simply 
not financially viable to 
ask clubs to play without 
spectators being pres-
ent.

“Consequently, at an 
emergency LMC meeting 
held earlier this morn-
ing, it was decided that 
the league would be 
suspended for a further 
two weeks until 16th 
December 2020, when 
the Government will be 
undertaking the first of 
its fortnightly reviews of 
the tier areas.

“We will also review the 
situation at this point.

“In the meantime the 

league will be carrying 
out a consultation exer-
cise with its member 
clubs over the next week 
as to how we can fulfil the 
FA’s objectives and still 
comply with the Govern-
ment restrictions without 
putting our clubs’ exist-
ence at risk.

“Any decision regarding 
league fixtures does not 
include the FA Vase or 
the County Cup compe-
titions which do not fall 
under our jurisdiction.”


