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FOLLOWING THE govern-
ment announcement that 
we are to enter a month-
long lockdown, we are 
saddened to say that we 
will once again be paus-
ing production of The 
Crier.

This will therefore 
be our last issue until 
restrictions are hopefully 
lifted on 2nd December. 

Editor, Stephanie Ben-
nett said: “It is with a 
heavy heart that we have 
taken the decision to 
pause production of our 
community newspapers 
for a second time this 
year; however the safety 
of our staff, deliverers 
and the wider community 
will always come first. 

“During these diffi-
cult times it has been a 
pleasure to report on the 
fantastic achievements 
of the Shildon and wider 
local community, who 
have shown incredible 
resilience and commu-
nity spirit in the face of 
shared adversity. 

“Rest assured we will be 
back with you as soon as 
we can, and in the mean-
time stay safe and con-
tinue looking after one 
another.”

Please keep an eye on 
our Facebook page and 
website, swd.news, for 
future updates.

ANOTHER 
PAUSE IN PRINT 
FOR SECOND 
LOCKDOWN

DUE TO the local restric-
tions currently in place, 
the town’s Remembrance 
Parade, which would have 
been held on Sunday 8th 
November, is unable to 
take place.

To commemorate 
Remembrance Sunday 
there will be a short ser-
vice at the War Memorial, 
attended by a limited 
number of represent-
atives, who will lay 
wreaths.

This service will be 
filmed and live-streamed 
to residents. For links to 
the stream, check Shildon 
Town Council’s Facebook 
and Youtube channels. 
Just search the social 
media platforms for ‘Shil-
don Town Council’.

On Saturday 7th Novem-
ber, a short service will 
also take place at New 
Shildon War Memorial, 
attended by a limited num-
ber of representatives.

The public are asked not 
to attend either of these 
services, to ensure they 
are carried out in a Cov-
id-secure way.

Instead, a Remem-
brance Poster has been 
printed in this week’s 
Town Crier (see page 5) 
which we encourage you 
to cut out and display 
in your window, to show 
respect and remember 
the sacrifice of all who 
have fallen in service to 

their country. 
Anyone who would like a 

wreath laid on their behalf 
should contact Shildon 
Town Council on 01388 
772563. 

Names of individuals 
and organisations will be 
read out at the service.

A spokesperson for Shil-
don Town Council com-
mented: “It is appreciated 
that this is extremely dis-
appointing, but we wel-
come your co-operation.”

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE TO 
BE LIVE-STREAMED ONLINE

The Shildon community will be remembering the fallen at home this year. Photo: Tom Clegg, 2019. 
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter
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Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

Please note that The Crier, is now CLOSED during 
the current lockdown period. We will re-open once 
the government announces that lockdown measures 
have been eased. Thank you all for your support, 
please keep safe and well and please follow all 
government guidelines. Meanwhile, please continue 
to email us your stories at crier@swd.news
and we will publish your news on our return.  

The Crier is now CLOSED

Harriet Hog
9th November

Happy 95th Birthday 
Mam/Grandma, 

Love from all the family
xx

We wish you a 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

But wish you were here
So don’t be surprised 
If we all shed a tear.

There won’t be a party
There won’t be a cake

No more happy memories
To make.

You’re at peace 
with Dad now
You’ve both 

earned your rest
And we want you to know 
You were simply the best.

Denis Boddy
7th November

Loving you always,
Wife Dawn & family

xx

Happy Heavenly Birthday

Today would have been 
your 75th Birthday

Richard Anderson

Love Susan & Baz, Julie & 
Shaun, Danielle & Darren, 

Ritchie & Ria
xx

7.11.1940

Happy 80th Birthday 
Dad & Grandad

80!

Tracey Bailey

Lots of love,
Mam & family

5th November

Wishing you a 
Happy 50th Birthday 

Tracey
Have a lovely day!

50!

Found
Single door key. Found on 
Saturday 24th October at the 
Bus Station. 
Call 07909 992731.

THE CRIER requires a 
deliver for the Cheapside, 
Market Place and Queen 

Street area of Shildon.  
Please contact Jeff on 
07909 992731.

DELIVERER REQUIRED

ARE YOU looking to 
upskill into construction?

Would you be interested 
in gaining your CSCS Card 
along with support into 
Employment?

The Cornforth Partner-
ship will be holding free 
training at Jubilee Fields 

Community Centre after 
lockdown restrictions are 
lifted. 

To sign up, or for more 
information, contact 
Catherine Evans on 01740 
652000 or email catherine 
@cornforthpartnership. 
org.

UPSKILL INTO CONSTRUCTION

WHAT HAVE you been 
doing to stay active dur-
ing the Covid-19 pan-
demic?

Would you like the 
chance to win £75 in high 
street vouchers?

The Active Shildon pilot 
partners are keen to hear 
about how Covid 19 has 
impacted on your ability 
to stay active.

In order to do this they 
are asking local residents 
to complete a short sur-
vey, which will also give 
everyone who takes part 
a chance to win a prize of 
£75 in high street vouch-
ers (you’ll need to pro-
vide a contact number or 
email so they can let you 
know if you win!).

“Please be as honest 

as possible,” encouraged 
a spokesperson, “as this 
helps assess the real 
issues you face.” 

The survey is being 
conducted by Durham 
County Council, and they 
will only report on the 
overall findings, not what 
individuals say.

You can also share your 
stories about staying 
active during Covid by 
visiting the Active Shil-
don Facebook page @
Active_Shildon and Twit-
ter @Active_Shildon.

For further information 
about the Active Shildon 
pilot, please visit www.
ActiveShildon.com.

To take part in the survey 
visit www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/AShildon.

TAKE PART IN SURVEY FOR 
CHANCE TO WIN £75

RESIDENTS AT Red-
worth House Care Home 
on Byerley Road were 
greeted by friendly 
witches, ghouls, devils, 
spiders and even a bum-
ble bee on Thursday 29th 
November.

It was frightful good fun 
as residents played Hal-
loween Bingo and had a 
dip in the trick-or-treat 
bucket.

There were screams of 
delight as the ladies and 
gents played balloon ten-
nis, while in the scarily 
decorated dining room, 
a themed menu was 

served.
Residents have also 

been busy producing 
a beautiful Armistice 
Day display, featuring a 
soldier silhouette sur-
rounded by poppies.

A Service of Remem-
brance will take place 
within the home on 
November 11th, when 
staff and residents will 
join together to remem-
ber the fallen of past con-
flicts. 

Staff members Sandra 
and Hazel said: “We can 
never forget the sacri-
fices made for us.”

SPOOKY FUN AT 
REDWORTH HOUSE
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HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

AERIALS

naylorsaerials.co.uk
0 1 3 8 8 7 2 0 9 9 4

Digital TV Aerial &
CCTV Installers

ü Competitive Price
ü Quality Materials
ü Fast & Reliable 

DUE TO the recent lock-
down announcement, 
Shildon Town Council 
will be closing to the 
public from Thursday 5th 
November. 

There will be a limited  
number of staff who will 
be contactable via tele-
phone on 01388 772563 
or by emailing council@
shildon.gov.uk.

TOWN COUNCIL CLOSURE

IT LOOKS like Christmas 
may have to be a little bit 
different this year due to 
Covid restrictions, and 
in light of this, staff at 
Redworth House Nursing 
Home are hoping to cre-
ate a Winter Wonderland 
for their residents. 

“Donations of decora-
tions would be very much 
appreciated,” said organ-
iser Hazel Hill.

“Our wonderful resi-
dents have been unable 
to go on trips out or have 
their loved ones come to 
visit for such a long time 

and the way things are 
going that wont be chang-
ing any time soon! 

“At this time of uncer-
tainty it is more important 
than ever that our elderly 
do not feel alone, or for-
gotten. Not being able to 
have friends and family 
come to visit over a period 
of time that focuses on 
just that is heart breaking.

“I would like to do some-
thing extra special to give 
our residents something 
to look forward to this 
Christmas time. 

“I plan to create an 

HELP CREATE A WINTER WONDERLAND 
FOR CARE HOME RESIDENTS

SHILDON TOWN Council 
recently applied for fund-
ing towards an upgraded 
wi-fi system,  projector, 
drop-down screen and 
CCTV at Shildon Civic 
Hall, and were success-
ful in their funding bid.

A spokesperson for the 
Town Council said: “The 
projector and drop-down 
screen  will support 
larger scale meetings, 
training sessions, com-
munity  and voluntary 
use together with new 
innovations.  

“This new user-friendly 
technology will enable 
users to better connect 
to wi-fi and will enable  
the Civic Hall to support 

IT UPGRADE FOR CIVIC HALL

The upgrade should help the hall and businesses recover 
more quickly from the effects of the pandemic.

new ideas moving for-
ward, recover from the 
effects of the Corona-
virus pandemic and aid 
business recovery – so 
watch this space for new 
opportunities coming 
soon.

“The funding has been 
made possible via the 
Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon Area Action 
Partnership through the 
Members Neighbour-
hood Budgets of Coun-
cillors Shirley Quinn and 
Garry Huntington. 

“The Town Council  
would like to extend its 
thanks for the ongoing 
support for the Civic 
Hall.”

have been read out and a 
candle lit, but due to covid 
restrictions this was not 
possible. 

“However, many peo-
ple came along to light a 
candle, place the name 
of their loved one on a 
memory tree and to stop, 
sit and pray and enjoy 
the peace and beauty of 
the church,” said Priest in 
charge, Rev’d Carol Harris.

Due to the national lock-

down, St John’s will be 
closed for services until 
6th December. 

However, it will still be 
open for private prayer 
on a Thursday morning 
between 10am and 12pm 
and Sunday morning ser-
vices will be live-streamed 
on the church Facebook 
page and group.

At present funerals with 
limited numbers can still 
take place in church.

ON SUNDAY 1st Novem-
ber, St John’s Church 
held an All Souls’ Remem-
brance event, which was 
open to all but was par-
ticularly to remember all 
those families who have 
had funerals through the 
church in the previous 
year. 

Usually there would have 
been a service in which all 
the names of those who 
had died in the year would 

ALL SOULS SERVICE AT ST JOHN’S
The service at St John’s remembered those who had died in the previous year.

indoor and outdoor win-
ter wonderland. 

“This is their home and 
the staff are extended 
family and most probably 
the only people our resi-
dents will physically see. 

“The wonderland will be 
a place where the magic 
of Christmas will come 
alive; a space where we 
can sit and relax and enjoy 
spending time together.

“I am determined to 
make this Christmas a 
happy and memorable 
one and hope the commu-
nity can come together to 
make this a reality.

“We are grateful for your 
support in these very diffi-
cult times.”

The care home has also 
set up a Go Fund Me page 
in order to raise extra cash 
for the project. You can 
donate by visiting the Go 
Fund Me site and search-
ing ‘Redworth House Win-
ter Wonderland.’
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packages that provide 
people with a fun project 
to work upon.

The first pack had a gar-
den theme and contained 
flowers, a decorative plant 
pot, compost and garden-
ing gloves. The second 
pack was a step-by-step 
water colour painting set, 
featuring a paint by num-
bers template, an outline 
drawing, a blank pad and 
a picture frame to allow 
recipients to frame their 
favourite picture. It was 
accompanied by full writ-
ten and pictorial instruc-
tions including the link to 
a tutorial on YouTube.  

The third pack con-
tained an afternoon tea in 
a box, including a baking 
kit to make a sponge cake 
or cupcakes and scones, 
along with bread, sand-
wich filling, a cake stand, 
plates and napkins. 

And, thanks to additional 
funding from Cllr Gary 
Huntington, Cllr Shirley 
Quinn and Cllr Tanya 
Tucker’s neighbourhood 
budget totalling £1,582, 
the group was able to 
produce a fourth care 
package. This included a 
“bulb lasagne” kit, which 
involves planting lots of 
different bulbs in layers 
so that as some flowers 
die down, new blooms 

appear, providing colour 
and interest for months to 
come.  

To date, the project has 
benefited at least 150 
people. 

Donna Feeney, director 
of Pimms and Needles 
CIC, said: “We’re delighted 
to have received this fund-
ing from the Covid-19 
Assistance Fund and our 
local councillors’ neigh-
bourhood budgets. It has 
allowed us to create and 
deliver activity packages 
to lift the spirits of the 
elderly during these diffi-
cult times. 

“Each activity was cho-
sen carefully to ensure 
it could be enjoyed by all 
levels of ability and would 
create a sense of achieve-
ment when completed. 
We have received won-
derful feedback from the 
recipients, and it is lovely 
to know the packs are 
appreciated.” 

Andrew Walker, Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon 
Area Action Partnership 
co-ordinator said, “It has 
been an absolute pleas-
ure to support Pimms and 
Needles with this worth-
while project.  The care 
packages are a fantastic 
idea and really have made 
a difference to the people 
who have received them.”

FROM GARDENING and 
painting, to homemade 
afternoon tea – monthly 
activity packs have been 
keeping County Durham 
residents entertained at 
home this year.

Pimms and Needles CIC 
was awarded £5,000 from 
Bishop Auckland and Shil-
don Area Action Partner-
ship (AAP) to create 60 
activity packs for elderly 
and socially isolated res-
idents during the corona-
virus pandemic. 

The grant was part of 
Durham County Coun-
cil’s Covid-19 Assistance 
Fund, which supports 
local projects that help 
those affected by the out-
break.

Pimms and Needles 
was set up in 2015 and 
runs monthly sessions 
in locations across the 
North East for women of 
all ages to get together, 
try new activities and 
make new friends. 

When lockdown began, 
members were keen to 
support the community 
and keep the spirit of fun 
and friendship alive at a 
time when they could no 
longer meet in person. 
As firm believers in the 
power of creativity to lift 
the spirits, the group used 
the funding to create care 

ACTIVITY PACKS LIFT SPIRITS 
IN CHALLENGING TIMES

Mary Dell with her afternoon tea themed activity pack.

Shildon lad remembers Nobby Stiles
In 1972, Nobby was playing for Middlesbrough FC 
alongside the local footballing hero Alan Foggan, who 
played for all three top North East clubs.  
I was playing against them in a friendly match at York, 
for the Northern Region Railway team. The game was 
on a weekday afternoon and Nobby was returning to 
the side after recovering from a very bad injury. We 
were told to be very careful when tackling Nobby in 
case of injuring him. 
It was late in the second half and in a moment of 
madness when Nobby was about to pass the ball, I 
slid in, missed the ball and caught his legs. The impact 
threw Nobby into the air and he landed on top of me 
on the ground. 
As we both lay there he called me a “dirty-so-and-so”. I 
apologised to Nobby and we both got up and continued 
the game as normal. 
When the final whistle blew, I approached Nobby to 
shake his hand and was greeted by his toothless grin 
and I apologised again to which he replied, “good game 
son”.
I was in awe of him and found him to be a lovely, 
humble man. Just to have met and played against him 
was great but to be called a “dirty-so-and-so” by  Nobby 
is something that this Shildon lad will never forget.
R.I.P Nobby.

Name and address supplied.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

Thanks for supporting Children in Distress
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
our lovely customers who have supported our charity 
through these uncertain times. 
Our Shoebox Appeal is still ongoing and we have 
dedicated volunteers who are still able to work towards 
delivering your “Love in a box” parcels to children of all 
ages and also OAPs. 
The Christmas Raffle will also go ahead and we have 
some lovely gifts all donated by local people. 
We would also like to thank everybody who has given 
their time knitting beautiful garments and crocheting 
blankets, you are all fantastic. 
We truly appreciate all your generous donations and we 
hope to see you all soon. Thanks also to Shildon Motors 
for doing all our photocopying and The Crier for our 
advertising needs. 
If anyone has any questions please visit our Facebook 
page or alternatively ring 07871 783839.

Thank you, from Melanie  
and all the staff at Children in Distress.

THE NEXT Bishop Auck-
land and Shildon Area 
Action Partnership  
Board meeting will be 
held on Thursday 12th 
November, 4 - 5pm, on 
Microsoft Teams.

If you have any neigh-
bourhood issues that you 
would like to be raised at 
the meeting, contact the 
team by Thursday 5th 

November 2020. 
If you would like to 

attend the virtual board 
meeting, contact a 
member of the team by 
emailing bishopshildo-
naap@durham.gov.uk 
and a link to the meeting 
will be sent through to 
your email address on 
the morning of the meet-
ing. 

VIRTUAL AAP MEETING
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 Keep your distance if you go out (2 metres apart where possible) 
 Limit contact with other people 

 Avoid public transport if possible 

 Wash your hands regularly 

 Do not leave home if you or anyone in your household has symptoms

1

STAY ALERT
TO KEEP R DOWN

CORONAVIRUS

2020.05.19_Alert_R_Rate_A4_Poster.indd   12020.05.19_Alert_R_Rate_A4_Poster.indd   1 20/05/2020   15:1520/05/2020   15:15
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE
A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

THERE WERE no winners 
of the Shildon AFC Sup-
porters Club lotto this 
week, with numbers 2, 4, 
5, 7, 9 and 10 drawn. 

The bonus prize of £25 
was won by Janet Nais-
bitt.

This week, players 
should choose 6 numbers 
from 9 with the jackpot 
now rising to £950.

Tickets can be bought 
from Main Street News, 
Raakesh Convenience 
Store, the One Stop Shop 
on Byerley Road and from 
Shildon AFC clubhouse.

Due to the lockdown, 
anyone who normally 
leaves their tickets at the 
football club must do so 
by Wednesday evening at 
the latest.

£950 JACKPOT UP FOR GRABS

Margaret has long been 
in Australia – where she 
was among the first to 
order a copy of the 390-
page book.

Mike began work as a 
£9 1s 6d a week junior 
reporter on the Northern 
Despatch – the Northern 
Echo’s sister evening 
paper – in a leaky and 
ill-furnished office above 
a money lender’s in 
Bishop Auckland. 

In 1969 he joined the 
Echo as chief reporter in 
the York office, switching 
to the John North column 
in 1970, becoming news 
editor in 1978 and revert-
ing to column writing 
seven years later. 

He was seven times 
named North-East 
Journalist of the Year 
between 1988-2005, 
three times won national 
awards for his Backtrack 
sports column, was an 
inaugural member of the 
Provincial Journalism 
Hall of Fame and in 2006 

was appointed MBE for 
services to journalism 
in the North-East. The 
Queen herself presented 
the medal.

A lifelong supporter 
of Shildon AFC, he was 
Northern League chair-
man from 1996-2016. 
One of his last official 
duties was to present 
the league championship 
trophy to Shildon skipper 
Bobby Moore – the Rail-
waymen’s first title since 
1939. 

It had been hoped for-
mally to launch the book 
at the Dean Street ground, 
or to have a Christmas 
event elsewhere in the 
town, but the virus has 
scuppered the plans. 

In the early 1970s he was 
also a churchwarden at 
St John’s – Unconsidered 
Trifles includes the story 
of the curate who slept 
in for Evensong –  and 
an Independent member 
of Shildon Urban District 
Council. Long serving 
Labour Party councillor 
Walter Nunn, it’s recalled, 
not only knew all the 

SHILDON-BORN MIKE 
Amos’s autobiography 
has been winning rave 
reviews across the coun-
try – and would still 
make the perfect Christ-
mas present for all with 
a heart for the town, for 
County Durham or for the 
North-East region.

Sub-titled “Memories 
of a jobbing journalist”, 
Unconsidered Trifles has 
attracted 50 unsolicited 
reviews on the Amazon 
website, all but three 
awarding the maximum 
five stars. 

“Beautifully written,” 
said one reviewer. “Mem-
ories of people and 
places throughout the 
North-East, with the epi-
centre in Shildon.”

“Promotes his home 
town of every Shildon at 
every opportunity,” wrote 
a second. “A superb auto-
biography written by a 
proud, passionate and 
much admired journalist, 
a true son of the North-
East and of Shildon in 
particular,” said a third.

One of twin boys, Mike 
was raised in Albert 
Street – just below the old 
King William pub – and 
educated in Tom Coates’s 
class of 50 at Timothy 
Hackworth juniors, 47 of 
whom passed the 11+ to 
attend Bishop Auckland 
Grammar School. 

Usually it was Margaret 
Wanless, daughter of a 
wagon works manager, 
who was top of the class 
at the school everyone 
called Tin Tacks. On the 
one occasion that Mike 
managed to beat her, he 
chose as his prize the 
“combined” Ian Allan 
Trainspotters’ Annual. 
Much of his childhood 
was spent either collect-
ing train numbers near 
the Tunnel Top or playing 
football down the rec.

A PERFECTLY TRIFLING STOCKING FILLER

Mike Amos’s autobiography, Unconsidered Trifles is available 
from the author or via Amazon.

words of Eskimo Nell but 
reckoned that reciting the 
song in full exactly occu-
pied the journey between 
meetings at Green Lane, 
Spennymoor and County 
Hall in Durham.

The book also has 
numerous tales of George 
Reynolds – like the time 
that Peters and Lee, the 
No 1 in the charts, played 
the GR Club for £15 – 
while another favourite 
story has had an amazing 
follow-up.

It was also in the 1970s 
that Del Shannon, an 
American who’d had sev-
eral No 1 hits a few years 
earlier, was booked to 
appear at Shildon WMC, 
self-styled Palladium of 
the North, in Redworth 
Road. At the concert hall 
door he was stopped by 
club chairman Jack Sta-
bler, who told him that the 
gig was sold out.

Shannon protested 
that he was the star 
turn. “They all say that,” 
said Jack, who remained 
obdurate. The singer was 
making his forlorn way 
back across the car park 
when intercepted by club 
secretary Peter Murphy, 
now in his 80s and still in 
the town. The night was 
saved.

For reasons chiefly to 
do with football, not show 
business, the book was 
bought in the summer by 
a chap in Cheshire who 
also happened to have 
been secretary of the Del 
Shannon fan club. “All 
these years there’ve been 
rumours of the night that 
Del was turned away from 
his own show,” he wrote. 
“Until now we’ve never 
been able to pin it down.”

The book has in turn 
been bought by the Del 
Shannon Museum in 
his US home town. “It’s 
great,” they say, “to have 

proof at last.”
Mike also tells of the 

night shift at the wagon 
works when former box-
ing champion and prom-
inent local councillor, 
Tommy Taylor was using 
a matchstick to howk 
out the wax from his ear 
when a workmate acci-
dentally jogged his elbow, 
resulting in half the stick 
disappearing somewhere 
inside his cranium.

It resulted in a blue-light 
(as it were) visit to Dar-
lington hospital. The doc-
tor really did ask if he’d 
enjoyed the match.

 Other Shildon-themed 
stories include accounts 
of the day the Shildon 
Countryside Movement 
joined a protest march 
in London, memories of 
PC Tom Trebilcock – still 
affectionately acknowl-
edged by the town’s older 
residents – the Shildon 
lad who took charge 
of the fireworks for the 
Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
pageant at Buckingham 
Palace and the 1983 bliz-
zard, on the first day of 
meteorological summer, 
which forced guests at 
the police dance to spend 
the night on the Civic Hall 
floor. 

“This is just a delight,” 
says another Amazon 
reviewer, “a wonderful 
memoir from the written 
voice of the region.”

Comprehensively illus-
trated, Unconsidered Tri-
fles by Mike Amos costs 
£10 plus £3.20 postage 
softback and £22 plus 
£3.80 hardback. 

It’s available from the 
author at 8 Oakfields, Mid-
dleton Tyas, Richmond, 
North Yorkshire DL10 6SD 
– on-line payment and 
other details from mike 
amos81@aol.com. 

The book is also availa-
ble through Amazon. 
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the great theme tunes of 
all time.

Had Jock and Fancy 
attended the FA Vase 
game between Bootle 
and Shildon on Satur-
day they would have 
witnessed a competitive 
game which the visitors 
thoroughly deserved to 
win. They would have 
also fined most of the 
crowd for not wearing 
face masks and looked 
carefully for whoever 
was responsible for 
the clouds of dope that 
threatened to envelope 
the pitch at times and the 
aroma of which almost 
sent spectators into gig-
gling fits and a bout of 
the munchies.

Both sides went into 
this game in good form. 
Bootle, aka The Bucks, 
had a 100% record, win-
ning their first three 
league games and scor-
ing 13 goals in the pro-
cess. The Railwaymen, 
aka Shildon, were on a 
7-match unbeaten run 
which included a slightly 
fortunate win at RCA in 
the previous round.

It lived up to its expec-
tations. On an excellent 
hybrid pitch (plastic 
underneath, grass on top 

and a superb drainage 
system), the first half 
was tight, with Bootle 
using the strong wind to 
their advantage. Add to 
that the slowly setting 
sun shining into the eyes 
of Shildon keeper Shaun 
Newbrook, it was no 
surprise that The Bucks 
seized the initiative and 
had a cluster of early half 
chances which went over 
the top or whizzed across 
the front of the goal.

Newbrook made a cou-
ple of tidy saves but was 
never really threatened as 
twin centre halves Daniel 
Moore and Jack Vaulks 
began to squeeze the life 
out of the Bootle attack 
and gradually negated 
the impact of their busy 
centre forward, Thomas 
Peterson.

By then, the Railway-
men had signalled their 
intention and, having 
created a solid platform, 
came into the game more 
and more, with Dean 
Thexton holding the ball 
up well and setting up 
half chances for himself 
and Joe Posthill which 
were either saved by the 
keeper or went wide.

As the teams drifted off 
(and probably up, up and 

PETER SIXSMITH reports 
from Shildon’s successful 
FA Vase trip to Bootle. This 
report was first published 
on the Northern League 
website at northernfootball 
league.org.

FOR THOSE of my gener-
ation (don’t ask), Bootle 
and its environs are 
always synonymous with 
Z Cars, a ground breaking 
TV series from the mid 
1960s that switched the 
concept of police dramas 
away from the avuncular 
George Dixon of Dock 
Green to the volatile 
Fancy Smith of Seaport 
and Newtown.

Fancy, along with 
his partner Jock Weir, 
cruised around in a large, 
white Ford Zephyr (Z Vic-
tor 2) while their oppo-
sites on the shift, Dave 
Graham and Bert Lynch, 
did the same in Z Victor 
1. Looking for minor crim-
inals, they were often 
called upon to assist 
Chief Inspector Charlie 
Barlow and Sergeant 
John Watt in more seri-
ous crimes. It was mould 
breaking television and 
was filmed in Seaforth, 
Litherland, Kirkby and 
Bootle. And it had one of 

SHILDON HIGH ON VASE SUCCESS IN  BOOTLE

A delighted management duo of Mark Hudson and man-of-the-match Daniel Moore celebrate victory in Bootle. Photo: Martyn Tweddle.

away due to the smell of 
cannabis) Daniel Moore 
would have been the 
happier of the two man-
agers. They had com-
fortably dealt with the 
Bucks early charge and 
now had the advantage 
of the wind and a lower 
sun which would cause 
Bootle keeper Ryan 
Jones more trouble than 
it had for Newbrook.

They came out on the 
front foot and took the 
lead nine minutes after 
the restart when Joe 
Posthill did what some 
would say he doesn’t 
do enough. Accepting 
a pass from Michael 
Sweet and instead of 
going outside his man 
as he has a tendency to 
do, the youngster cut in, 
moved forward and fired 
an excellent shot across 
Jones and into the net at 
the far post.

From that moment on 
there was but one winner 
as the excellent Moore 
and his sidekick, Vaulks, 
the Jock and Fancy of 
Dean Street, snuffed out 
any threat that Bootle 
posed. Aided by good 
performances from full 
backs Dominic Curl and 
Ben Trotter and with 

Shaun Newbrook com-
manding his area, Bootle 
threw men forward look-
ing for an increasingly 
unlikely equaliser.

That left gaps and with 
a quarter of an hour left, 
the ever industrious Chay 
Liddle, took advantage 
of them. He took the ball 
forward and rattled a 
shot into the same cor-
ner of the net that Pos-
thill had filled 20 minutes 
earlier. Game over.

The final minutes were 
played out with Shildon 
looking as comfortable 
as a pampered pooch 
sitting on a plumped-up 
velvet cushion and at the 
final whistle, there were 
celebrations. The depart-
ing Bootle support were 
generous in their praise 
and wished the Railway-
men and the few fans 
who had made the trip 
due to the restrictions, 
well for the future.

The journey back on 
the club coach was a joy-
ous one – to quote Max 
Boyce, “I know because 
I was there,” – and there 
was a great sense of 
togetherness. 

Player-manager Moore 
deservedly took the Chair-
man’s Man of the Match 
award and although the 
trip was marred slightly 
by the realisation that 
there would be no North-
ern League football for 
the vast majority of 
November, it was a happy 
band who disembarked 
the coach at Dean Street 
at 8.30pm.

Z Cars and most of its 
cast have long gone to 
that great TV studio in 
the sky – although Brian 
Blessed, who played 
Fancy, makes a living 
selling floor cleaner – 
but football goes on. 

Coupled with a Sunder-
land win at Gillingham, 
this was as good a day 
as I have had all season 
and I am sure that those 
connected with Shildon 
AFC would at least echo 
the first part of the senti-
ment.


