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DUE TO the ongoing sit-
uation with Covid19 and 
in line with national and 
local restrictions and 
guidance, it is with deep 
regret, that despite every 
effort by the key organisa-
tions involved in planning 
the town’s annual Remem-
brance commemorations, 
that Ferryhill Town Coun-
cil have announced that 
it will not be possible to 
host this year’s Annual 
Remembrance Sunday 
Parades and Wreath Lay-

ing Ceremony on Sunday, 
8th November.

A spokesperson said: 
“The Council appreci-
ates that this is very dis-
appointing, especially 
for those who routinely 
take part in the parade 
and attend to pay their 
respects. However, the 
safety of the town’s resi-
dents, including its veter-
ans, must remain a prior-
ity at this difficult time.

“To ensure that the 
occasion does not go 

unmarked, St. Luke’s 
Church will live-screen a 
Remembrance Service at 
10.30am on its Facebook 
page. 

“This will be shared on 
the Town Council’s page, 
and will be followed by a 
small service, observing 
the national lockdown 
rules, in the Town Hall 
garden, at approximately 
10.55am for the Last Post 
and two minutes’ silence.

“The Town Mayor, Cllr 
Joe Makepeace will lay 

a wreath on behalf of the 
town. This will also be 
live-screened on the Town 
Council’s Facebook page. 

“The organisers are urg-
ing residents not to attend 
the service, or to be in the 
vicinity of the Town Hall 
garden between 10.30am 
and 11.30am on 8th 
November, to ensure that 
everyone is kept safe, and 
that the proceedings can 
go ahead unhindered. 

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE CANCELLED
The Coronavirus pandemic has meant that this year’s Ferryhill Remembrance Service has had to be cancelled. Photo: Ferryhill Remembers.

FOLLOWING THE govern-
ment announcement that 
we are to enter a month-
long lockdown, we are 
saddened to say that we 
will once again be paus-
ing production of The 
Chapter.

This will therefore 
be our last issue until 
restrictions are hopefully 
lifted on 2nd December. 

Editor, Stephanie Ben-
net said: “It is with a 
heavy heart that we have 
taken the decision to 
pause production of our 
community newspapers 
for a second time this 
year; however the safety 
of our staff, deliverers 
and the wider community 
will always come first. 

“During these diffi-
cult times it has been a 
pleasure to report on the 
fantastic achievements 
of the Ferryhill and Chil-
ton community, who 
have shown incredible 
resilience and commu-
nity spirit in the face of 
shared adversity. 

“Rest assured we will be 
back with you as soon as 
we can, and in the mean-
time stay safe and con-
tinue looking after one 
another.”

Please keep an eye on 
our Facebook page for 
future updates.

ANOTHER 
PAUSE IN PRINT 
FOR SECOND 
LOCKDOWN
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Mercedes Benz Fleet
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Catherine “Kitty” 
Carradus

Kitty will be a huge miss 
to us all and she will live in 

our hearts forever.

Kitty passed away 
peacefully on 24th 

October aged 100 years.
A devoted wife of the late 
Ted, a loving Mam to the 
late Sandra and son Tom 
and daughter-in-law Val. 

A much loved Grandma to 
Linda, Tracey and Donna 

and her eight 
Great Grand Children.

Eddy Kelly
31/10/2000

Love  from your loving wife, 
Lily, Susan & Alan, Robert & 
Kim, Stephen & Shirley and 

grandchildren and great 
grandchildren xxx

Twenty years since you 
passed away. Sadly 
missed every day.

Tommy Crowther
6th November

Love,
Maureen & Dave

Dad, miss you more 
than ever. Always in our 
thoughts, forever in our 

hearts. God bless! 

Ernest Chapman
5th November 2018

Your loving wife 
Joyce and family

Two years today I had 
to part with a husband I 
loved with all my heart.

My heart still aches 
without  you, my secret 
tears still flow, what it 

meant to lose you, Ernie, 
no one will ever know.

Tommy Crowther
6th November

Love,
Ceryl & Wayne, Jodie & Paul, 

Molly & George. 

Grandad & great grandad, 
we will miss you forever 

bu we have Tommy’s 
Cavern in your memory.

Syd
5th November 2019

From,
Darcy & Jamie xxx

Gentle Jesus up above, 
give our great grandad all 

our love.

Syd
5th November 2019

Loved and remembered by
Margaret and all the family

xxx

In loving memory of a 
dear husband, father and 

grandfather.
Your life was a blessing, 
your memory a treasure, 

you are loved beyond 
words, and missed 
beyond measure. Peter Hadwin

Died November 12th 2017 
Aged 67

Loved always,
Jean & family

xxx

Today, tomorrow
Our whole life through

We will always love
And remember you

MEIKLES SOLICITORS
8 North Street, Market Place, Ferryhill

Telephone : 01740 652811
Email : ferryhillreception@

meikles-solicitors.co.uk
FOR ALL LEGAL MATTERS

Accident and Injury Claims – Employment
House Sales & Purchases – Wills and Probate

Child Care Cases – Matrimonial – Crime
Established over 75 years

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Acknowledgements

Sylvia Bell,
Neil, Paul & families

Thank you to Les Lewis for 
the lovely service and also 
to Gordon Fletcher & Sons 
for their help and support. 

Wish to express their 
heartfelt appreciation 

for all the kindness, 
sympathy and tributes on 

the passing of Eddie.
Joy and Wally also add 

their appreciation for the 
same kindness shown to 

them at this difficult time. 

The Chapter 
is now 
CLOSED
Please note that The Chapter, is 
now CLOSED during the current 
lockdown period. We will 
re-open once the government 
announces that lockdown 
measures have been eased. 
Thank you all for your support, 
please keep safe and well and 
please follow all government 
guidelines. Meanwhile, please 
continue to email us your 
stories at chapter@swd.news
and we will publish your 
news on our return.  
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THE ROYAL British 
Legion Poppy Appeal is 
now underway and pop-
pies will be available at 
the following locations in 
the Ferryhill area:  

Wensley Convenience 
Store, Wensley Terrace; 
BP Petrol Station, Dean 
Road; Sainsbury’s Store, 
Brancepeth Road; Fer-

guson’s Fruit & Veg, and 
Ferrydec, Market Street.

If you wish to purchase 
a Poppy Wreath or make 
a donation to The Royal 
British Legion Poppy 
Appeal, contact Clare 
Metcalfe, your local Royal 
British Legion Poppy 
Appeal Organiser on 
01740 651089.

POPPY APPEAL DETAILS

side whatever the weather 
and getting involved in a 
range of practical, hands-
-on activities.  

“The children experi-
enced cooking on an open 
fire, traditional games, 
they got crafty with out-
door materials and build-
ing dens. 

“The weather didn’t 
spoil it, there were a lot of 
muddy smiling faces”. 

She added: “A big thank 
you to Sc.out.ed who have 
run Covid-safe holiday 
clubs in the local primary 

schools throughout a chal-
lenging year, even ensur-
ing essential key workers’ 
children were able to enjoy 
adventure days during the 
difficult lockdown period.” 

The good news is, there 
are even more Bush 
Craft Skills Holiday Clubs 
planned for next February 
half term.

EVEN THE weather 
couldn’t stop children 
from Cleves Cross and 
West Cornforth primary 
schools having fun at the 
Bush Craft Skills Holiday 
Clubs this half term. 

The outdoor clubs were 
run by Sc.out.ed, local out-
door education special-
ists and funded by the 4 
Together Partnership.

 Glenys from Approach 
Too, who organised the 
events said: “The Bush-
craft Skills holiday clubs 
are all about getting out-

WEATHER NO DETERRENT FOR 
BUSH CRAFT HOLIDAY CLUB 

The children from Cleves Cross and West Cornforth primary schools learned outdoor cooking 
on an open fire, among other bush craft skills during the October break. 

Maths Tuition & Exam Preparation 
www.learninggaps.co.uk 

Grades 4 - 9 - 96% Pass Rate 
Grades 6 +  - 55% Pass Rate 

Average of 2.5 Grades progress 
from first session to exam 

Read our 5/5 reviews 

Some of Our Services 
 

- 1:1/1:2/Small Group Tuition 
- GCSE Revision Class (Jan 2021) 
- Face : Face or Remote Learning 

- Elective Home Education 
Contact 07518598415 

Learning Gaps 

Grades 4-9 - 96% Pass Rate
Grades 6+ - 55% Pass Rate

Average of 2.5 Grades progress  
from first session to exam

Some of Our Services

• 1:1/1:2/Small Group Tuition
• GCSE Revision Class (Jan 2021)
• Face:Face or Remote Learning
• Elective Home Education

Contact 07518 598415

TAXIS
SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

COUNCIL
Wednesday 18th November at 7pm  **

The above meeting will be held online via Zoom. 
If you would like join the meeting via Zoom 

please contact Ferryhill Town Council on 
01740 652157 

to request the details.

** Members of the public may attend this meeting

FERRYHILL TOWN COUNCIL
NOVEMBER MEETINGS

 Keep your distance if you go out (2 metres apart where possible) 
 Limit contact with other people 

 Avoid public transport if possible 

 Wash your hands regularly 

 Do not leave home if you or anyone in your household has symptoms

1

STAY ALERT
TO KEEP R DOWN

CORONAVIRUS

2020.05.19_Alert_R_Rate_A4_Poster.indd   12020.05.19_Alert_R_Rate_A4_Poster.indd   1 20/05/2020   15:1520/05/2020   15:15

THE PRECIOUS metals 
found inside catalytic 
converters has led to an 
increase in their thefts. 

Officers are seeing the 
rise occurring across 
the South of the county 
in areas such as Ferry-
hill, Spennymoor and 
Sedgefield. 

The thefts aren’t just tak-
ing place during the mid-
dle of the night, instead 
many of the offences are 
happening in the early 
evening. 

So what can you do to 
protect your car?

- Park your vehicle in a 
locked garage when unat-
tended;

- If that’s not possible, 
park your vehicle in a well-
lit area;

- Consider using a cata-
lytic converter protection 
device or marking sys-
tem.

If you see someone act-
ing suspiciously around a 
vehicle, report it to police 
on the  non-emergency 
number, 101. 

CATALYTIC CONVERTER THEFT
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Scout Group. 
“I would like to thank 

everyone who has sup-
ported me over the last 
year, either by coming 
along to events or by 
donating prizes.  

“I am overwhelmed 
by the support I have 
received and extremely 
happy I have been able to 
help two fantastic local 
groups.”

Mark Solan of The 
Solan Connor Fawcett 
Family Cancer Trust said: 
“We are honoured to have 
been the chosen charity 
for Ferryhill Town Council 
and the money raised will 
help us continue to sup-
port local families who 
are living with a cancer 
diagnosis or dealing with 
a cancer bereavement.  

“We would like to say 
a huge thank you to the 
Mayor and everyone who 
has supported him”.

Ferryhill Scout Group 
representative, Mal-
colm Turnbull said: “We 
are very grateful for the 
donation from the Mayor. 

“The money will be 
spent on making the 
Scout Hall Covid-secure 
and the purchase of tab-
lets and upgrading the 
subscription on Zoom 
for children to be able to 

engage online”.
Cllr Makepeace will con-

tinue to serve as Mayor 
for the time being and he 
has decided to support 
Ferryhill Indoor Bowls 
Club and Seconds Out 
Boxing Academy for the 
remainder of his term.

A spokesperson for the 
Town Council said: “We 
are unsure when we can 
start holding fundraising 
events again, however 
tickets are now on sale 
for the Mayor’s first ever 
Christmas Prize Draw.  

“Three lucky winners 
will each receive a cash 
prize, with 50% of the pro-
ceeds also going towards 
Seconds Out Boxing 
Academy and Ferryhill 
Indoor Bowling Club.  

“Tickets are £1 each 
and will be available from 
the following outlets fol-
lowing the lifting of lock-
down restrictions:
• Seconds Out Boxing 

Academy;
• Ferryhill Indoor Bowling 

Club;
• Ferryhill Town Hall 

(10am – 2pm  Mondays 
and Fridays only).
Many local councillors 

will also be selling tickets.
The Prize Draw will take 

place on Monday, 7th 
December.  

WHEN COUNCILLOR Joe 
Makepeace was elected 
Mayor of Ferryhill in May 
2019, he chose to support 
The Solan Connor Fawc-
ett Family Cancer Trust 
and Ferryhill Scout Group 
during his year in Office.

Unfortunately in March, 
the world was hit with the 
Coronavirus pandemic 
and all fundraising events 
were cancelled.  

Luckily, some events 
had already been held 
including a Quiz Night, 
Fashion Show, Carol Ser-
vice and Charity Burns 
Night Dinner and the 
Mayor was able to raise 
£2,915.  

A socially-distanced 
presentation was finally 
able to take place at 
Ferryhill Town Hall on 
Wednesday 28th Octo-
ber when the Mayor 
handed over a cheque for 
£1,457.50 to Mark Solan 
of the Solan Connor Faw-
cett Family Cancer Trust, 
and to Malcolm Turnbull 
of the Ferryhill Scout 
Group.

Speaking after the pres-
entation Cllr Makepeace 
said: “I am extremely 
proud to have been able 
to support the Solan Con-
nor Fawcett Family Can-
cer Trust and Ferryhill 

MAYOR MAKES CHARITY DONATIONS

Ferryhill Mayor, Cllr Joe Makepeace presents fundraising cheques to Mark Solan (top) and 
Malcolm Turnbull. Both groups received £1,457.50 each as the Mayor’s chosen charities.

FERRYHILL BUSINESS 
and Enterprise College 
has been awarded the 
International Schools 
Award for all of the inter-
national work completed 
in the past year. 

A spokesperson for 
the school said: “We 
have taken part in the 
British Council Connect-
ing Classrooms project 
in which we partnered 
up with Seaham High 
School, Nightingale 
International Second-
ary School in Nepal and 
ENAS Hybrid School in 
Ghana. 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS 
AWARD FOR FBEC

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
IN FERRYHILL

As part of their British Council Connecting Classrooms project, 
FBEC took part in a British Council funded visit to India.

“We have also taken 
part in a British Council 
funded visit to India.

“The International 
School Award celebrates 
the achievements of 
schools that do excep-
tional work in interna-
tional education. 

“Fostering an inter-
national dimension in 
the curriculum is at the 
heart of the British Coun-
cil’s work with schools, 
so that young people 
gain the cultural under-
standing and skills they 
need for life and work in 
today’s world.”

“It has not been possi-
ble to put road closures 
in place this year, and 
unfortunately, if people do 
gather around the Town 
Hall, it is likely that the 
organisers will be forced 
to cut short the com-
memorations in order to 
comply with Government 
restrictions.

“The front gates to the 
Town Hall garden will be 
open from 12 noon on 
Remembrance Sunday 
to enable anyone want-
ing to lay a wreath at the 
cenotaph, and pay their 
respects to do so after 
that time. 

“The Council asks that 
anyone who does intend 
to lay a wreath to ensure 
that they observe social 
distancing regulations at 
all times.

“For anyone wanting to 
make a personal tribute 
this year, the Royal Brit-
ish Legion has created a 
site for ‘home tributes’ on 
its website, under ‘virtual 

field of remembrance.’
“Ferryhill Town Council 

would like to thank every-
one in advance for their 
cooperation, and would 
especially like to thank 
Ferryhill Remembers for 
creating the beautiful 
Poppy Nets that are in 
situ on the front of the 
Town Hall building, and 
poppy displays around 
the town, which provide a 
very fitting tribute for the 
occasion.

“The Town Hall will 
also be lit red from 
Remembrance Sunday, 
8th November until late 
evening on Armistace 
Day, 11th November as an 
act of Remembrance.

If you require any more 
information regarding 
this year’s Remembrance 
Sunday arrangements, 
contact Karen Younghus-
band at Ferryhill Town 
Council on 01740 652157.

A poster has been pro-
vided in The Chapter 
(page 5) for people to dis-
play in their windows at 
home. 

FROM PAGE 1
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poetry corner
Tribute - Lest we Forget

By John Harbron, Chilton

A hundred years ago, more or less,
Before the coming of a princess.

The Bradford boys, and many more,
Left their homes and went to war.

They were brave and they were bold,
Bravely died, not growing old.

They gave us pride but so much sorrow,
Gave their lives for our tomorrow.

To those men we owe a debt,
We must remember, lest we forget.

So with pride we come together,
We will remember them forever

To commemorate those lives
In a garden, in Paradise

War no More
By John Harbron, Chilton

Born in the 40’s after the war,
Not part of the suffering that had gone before.

Even to children the pain was clear
Many had died who were held dear.

Not just for country or for King,
But for the hope that freedom would bring.

Bowlby, Wallace, Fraser and Gray,
Worked by night and worked by day.

Doctors and surgeons with Moynihan
Tending the wounded in World War One.
Sorley and Wallace, painting with words
Poems so painful that had to be heard.

Owen and Sassoon informing the Nation
Truthful poems and Soldiers Declaration.

Some things happen only in war,
MacCruimein’s lament - no more, no more.

WWW.SHILDONMOTORCO.CO.UK • INFO@SHILDONMOTORCO.CO.UK • 01740 652266

sponsored the Ferryhill in 
Bloom Competition again 
this year, providing gift 
vouchers for the winners.

Town Mayor, Council-
lor Joe Makepeace said: 
“Once again this year it 
was my pleasure to pres-
ent the Civic Awards, Fer-
ryhill in Bloom and Art & 
Photography Winners.

This year has been a 
particularly difficult and 
trying time for many, yet 
still a number of individu-
als walked that extra mile, 
and  gave that extra effort 
either to help others, or 
to maintain and improve 
overall standards  of 
gardens, allotments  and 
yards in the Town. 

“In recognition of that 

special effort in this 
Covid year, Ferryhill Town 
Council was determined 
to recognise more peo-
ple than ever before and 
hence the presentations 
took place over two days. 

“This year is the inau-
gural year for the Mayor’s 
Medal, which has been 
specially struck.  

“The medal will provide 
a lasting memento for 
those who have received 
it, and who are all very 
worthy recipients. 

“We thank them most 
sincerely for their effort 
and public spirited atti-
tude. Without them, Ferry-
hill would indeed be a far 
poorer place to live, con-
gratulations to you all.”

FOLLOWING THE judg-
ing of gardens and allot-
ments in this year’s Ferry-
hill in Bloom Competition, 
Civic Awards nomina-
tions, and Annual Art & 
Photography Exhibition, 
Presentations have been 
held at Ferryhill Town 
Hall.  

Unfortunately, due to 
the situation with Covid-
19 it was not possible to 
host the usual presenta-
tion event, however, the 
Town Council felt it was 
important that the win-
ners did not go unrecog-
nised, and their efforts be 
rewarded. 

The Town Council would 
like to thank Thinford 
Nurseries, who kindly 

FERRYHILL AWARDS PRESENTATIONS
Cllr Makepeace presents Gordon Harris with his prizes. Gordon received both a Civic Award and 
the Best Front Garden Competition this year, also coming 2nd in the Best Back Garden Category.

3rd ...... Mr Ray Hamilton
Highly Commended: Mr Fred Cornbill; Mrs 
Rita Hewitt; Mr Andrew Hartley
Commended: Ms J Hawker; S Osment
                 
Back Yard     
1st ...... Joanna Orlowska
2nd ..... Ms J Hawker
3rd ...... R Langthorne
Highly Commended: Holly Lemmon

Allotment Competition 
Best Plots
Storehouse: .........Mr E Michinson
East End: ..............Mr G Chaytor
Mainsforth Row: ..Mr & Mrs Harris
Paxton Street: ......Mr T Bowden  

Most Improved Plots
Storehouse: .........Mr S Reseigh
East End:  .............Mrs M O’Dowd
Mainsforth Row: ..Mr J James 
Paxton Street: ......Mr J Kavanagh 

Best Overall Allotment Plot: 
Mr & Mrs Harris, Mainsforth Row

Best Overall Allotment Site:
Mainsforth Row Allotments

Civic Awards

Supporting the Community during the 
Covid-19 Pandemic: Paul Gray; Karen Carr 
& Keith Patterson; Kevin Newall
Being a Good Neighbour: Gordon Harris; 
Ken Thompson
Fundraising for Good: Garry Suggett
Preserving and Commemorating Ferryhill’s: 
Geoff Wall
Family Carers: Mr & Mrs Molloy

Art & Photography Exhibition

Photography Exhibition Winner: Colin Cook 
Art Exhibition Winner: Karen Thompson

Ferryhill in Bloom
Front Garden
1st ...... Mr Gordon Harris
2nd ..... Mr Fred Cornbill 
3rd ...... Mrs Patricia Kavanagh 
Highly Commended: Mr J Johns 
Commended: Marie Peel; Mrs Rita Hewitt; 
Mr John Gibson; Rosalind Mundy  
                           
Back Garden 
1st ...... Mr & Mrs Gargett
2nd ..... Mr Gordon Harris

Ferryhill Awards Results
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poetry corner
The Battle of Britain

By Albert Curle, Ferryhill

Everything was ready
Everyone prepared

Every hand was steady
Some of them were scared
One or two were smoking

Drinking tepid tea
Others quietly joking

Laughing merrily
Radio in the background
Turned down really low

Suddenly a warning
It was time to go.

The killers were coming
And our lads were running

To meet them in the air
Engines were started
Soon they’d departed
No inkling of despair

They rose high up into the sky
Unseen they made a vow

Calmly waiting, then a sigh
When the order rang out “Now!”

Engines were screaming
Our lads kept scheming

No time for thoughts to stray
Plunged forward with zest

No time to rest
All meant to save the day

Like hornets filling up the sky
The killers looked for prey

Our lads didn’t ask the reason why
Made sure they had their say.

Injured or dying
Our lads kept trying 

All for the Union Jack
Looping and diving
Always conniving

To pay the killers back
The killers left, just turned around

Our nation saw them homeward bound
The Battle of Britain, we remember it well

And all our lads who lived and fell.

Established 1982www.walkertyres.co.uk

Great Deals on New Tyres 
Free Fitting, New Valve, Balance and Scrap Disposal

Huge Selection of Quality Used Tyres for Car, Van and 4x4

Spennymoor 01388 811468
Mobile Tyre Fitting (07931 526 741)

Alignment, Servicing, Brakes, Exhausts, Springs, 
Shock Absorbers, Batteries etc. 

All major credit cards accepted

Walker Tyres Ltd, Compound 4, Tudhoe Ind. Est. DL16 6TL

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

became chief executive 
of the First Group – bus 
and train operators – with 
137,500 employees world-
wide.

Sir Moir recalled the reg-
ular skirmishes between 
West Cornforth lads and 
Ferryhill lads. “It wasn’t 
the sort of stuff you hear 
about now – it wasn’t war-
fare but it was still rivalry. 
Ferryhill lads hated West 
Cornforth lads.”

Jack Scott was from 
East Howle, one of two in 
the village primary school 
to qualify for Spennymoor 
Grammar, had no child-
hood interest in meteor-
ology. “It just came and 
went,” he said. “The only 
interest we had was if it 
stopped playing football 
out the back.”

Mike Amos was seven 
times named North-East 
Journalist of the Year 
between 1988-2005, won 
three national awards 
for his Backtrack sports 
column, was an inaugu-
ral member of the Pro-
vincial Journalism Hall 
of Fame and in 2006 
was appointed MBE for 
service to journalism in 
North-East England. The 
award was presented by 

the Queen herself.
He also served as 

chairman of the North-
ern Football League 
between 1996-2016, in 
which capacity he was 
regrettably unable to 
arrest the decline and 
ultimate demise of Ferry-
hill Athetic – “a particular 
regret,” he says. 

“To put it simply,” says 
one Amazon reviewer, 
“this is a quite marvellous 
read.”

“Full of humour and 
laugh out loud anec-
dotes,” observes another. 
“I’d recommend this book 
to anyone.”

Comprehensively and 
often nostalgically illus-
trated, Unconsidered Tri-
fles costs £10 plus £3.20 
postage in softback and 
£22 plus £3.80 postage 
hardback and is available 
from Mike Amos at 8 Oak-
fields, Middleton Tyas, 
Richmond, North York-
shire DL10 6SD. 

For further information, 
including bank trans-
fer details, email mike 
amos81@aol.com.

The book is also availa-
ble via Amazon – but in 
any format, would fit per-
fectly into a stocking. 

UNCONSIDERED TRIFLES, 
veteran journalist Mike 
Amos’s 390-page auto-
biography - with a vivid 
flavour of the Ferryhill 
area - has been acclaimed 
countrywide and would 
still make a great Christ-
mas present. Of 50 unso-
licited testimonials on 
the Amazon website, all 
but three award the max-
imum five stars. 

Raised in Shildon and 
educated at Bishop Auck-
land Grammar School, 
Mike began in journalism 
as an 18-year-old cub 
reporter, paid £9 1s 6d a 
week, in the Bishop office 
of the Northern Despatch, 
the Northern Echo’s sis-
ter paper which folded in 
1986.

The leaky and oft-per-
ishing cold office was 
above a money lender’s, 
shared with reporters 
from the Echo and the 
Auckland Chronicle – also 
long gone – and greatly in 
need of mod cons. Since 
the number of bodies 
exceeded the number of 
serviceable chairs, late-
comers had to perch on 
a pile of old newspapers.

“It was quite ironic that 
back in the 60s we spent 
a lot of time writing about 
slums in places like Dean 
Bank and Ferryhill Station 
and yet worked in one our-
selves,” says Mike.

Coincidentally the first 
time he got a by-line – his 
name on top of the story 
– concerned a campaign 
to restore stopping ser-
vices to Ferryhill railway 
station. Getting on sixty 
years later, the campaign 
has been renewed. 

As a columnist he 
roamed Britain in search 
of a North-East angle, 
ranging from Oxfordshire 
to see former television 
weather man Jack Scott 
to Aberdeen to interview 
Sir Moir Lockhead, who 
failed the 11+ at West 
Cornforth school but 

A TRIFLING STOCKING FILLER

Mike Amos’s autobiography, Unconsidered Trifles is available now.
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FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

FREE Legal Surgery
Every Thursday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(30 minutes free)
Family and Children - Disputes - Property - Wills  
Powers of Attorney - Commercial - Employment 

Personal Injury - Charities
1 Parker Terrace, Ferryhill, County Durham, DL17 8JY

Please contact the office on 
01740 657444

ferryhill@evansco.co.uk

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

to transforming its long-
term financial future. 

“When I found out we 
were selected I was very 
excited,” said club secre-
tary Paul Eddy. 

“Sustainable funding 
is vital to any grassroot 
sports club and to us the 
GiveToLocal approach 
seems perfect.  

“All of our members 

are passionate about 
the club. Parents and 
local people are always 
supportive too and ask-
ing them to be a part of 
helping the club seems 
logical.” 

GiveToLocal was 
launched in 2019 and 
works with more than 
55,000 teams across 15 
sports. 

FERRYHILL’S SECONDS 
Out Boxing Club is one 
of 75 clubs across the 
country carefully chosen 
by sport organisation 
GiveToLocal as a stand-
ard bearer for fundraising 
potential. 

And after coming 
through a stringent 
selection process, Sec-
onds Out is already close 

FERRYHILL BOXING CLUB CHOSEN AS 
FUNDRAISING STANDARD BEARER

Seconds Out Boxing Club has been selected as a part of GiveToLocal’s new Focus Clubs 
initiative looking to help make grassroots sports around the country more sustainable by 
securing funding for local sports clubs.

Its aim is to pump an 
additional £10m into 
community sport annu-
ally by backing sport, 
boosting business and 
building networks. 

High profile supporters 
include former England 
striker Les Ferdinand, 
England World Cup win-
ning cricketer Mark Wood 
and Olympic swimmer 
Adam Peaty. 

GiveToLocal’s Focus 
Clubs initiative was 
launched in order to find 
clubs across the country 
capable of showcasing 
sport’s power and pos-
itivity in the face of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Focus Clubs gain early 
access to the latest ver-
sion of the GiveToLocal 
app and receive extra 
support from staff ded-
icated to helping teams 
connect to donors and 
local sponsors. 

Connecting with the 
local community is the 
first step towards secur-
ing vital, sustainable 
funding. 

“It’s fantastic to have 
Seconds Out Boxing 
Club on board as a Focus 
Club,” said GiveToLocal 
CEO Neil Gardiner. 

“Their application stood 
out from the crowd and 
we feel they can help to 
encourage more boxing 
clubs get on board with 
GiveToLocal. 

“Seconds Out has a 
track record for playing 
a key role at the heart of 
their local community 
and fundraising is some-
thing they already do very 
well. 

“We’re here to take them 
to the next level by help-
ing them to secure the 

sustainable funding that 
can ensure lasting, posi-
tive change.

“As a Focus Club Sec-
onds Out has the oppor-
tunity to point the way 
when it comes to real-
ising fundraising poten-
tial.” 

Via the ground breaking 
GiveToLocal app Seconds 
Out has the potential to 
connect with hundreds of 
local donors. 

Donors are asked to 
pledge a minimum of £3 
per month and in return 
they can access a grow-
ing number of offers from 
local businesses. 

GiveToLocal is working 
closely with Seconds Out 
Boxing Club to bring on 
board local businesses 
as sponsors. A minimum 
£8 per month donation 
can connect firms at the 
heart of the community 
with new customers and 
help to support sport in 
the process. 

“Having new donors and 
sponsors will mean so 
much to us,” added Paul. 

“Not only for the funds 
that it will generate for the 
club, but it will encourage 
more community involve-
ment, creating a better 
relationship between all 
parties.  

“I feel privileged to be 
given this opportunity to 
be part of the Focus Club 
initiative and hope our 
efforts working along-
side GiveToLocal make 
our club sustainable for 
many years to come.” 

For more information 
on how your team and 
club could benefit from 
becoming part of the 
GiveToLocal community 
visit givetolocal.com.


