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are carried out in a Cov-
id-secure way.

Instead, a Remem-
brance Poster will be 
printed in the Town Crier, 
which we encourage you 
to cut out and display in 

DUE TO the local restric-
tions currently in place, 
the town’s Remembrance 
Parade, which would have 
been held on Sunday 8th 
November, is unable to 
take place.

To commemorate 
Remembrance Sunday 

there will be a short ser-
vice at the War Memo-
rial, attended by a limited 
number of representa-
tives, who will lay wreaths.

This service will be 
filmed and live-streamed 
on Facebook to residents. 

On Saturday 7th Novem-

ber, a short service will 
also take place at New 
Shildon War Memorial, 
attended by a limited 
number of representa-
tives.

The public are asked not 
to attend either of these 
services, to ensure they 

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE TO 
BE LIVE-STREAMED ONLINE

The town’s Remembrance Day service will be streamed on Facebook for members of the public.

FIRE SERVICE 
URGES PUBLIC TO 
BE RESPECTFUL 
WITH FIREWORKS
COUNTY DURHAM and 
Darlington Fire and Res-
cue Service (CDDFRS) 
are joining forces with 
their local partners to 
help keep people safe 
this bonfire and fire-
works season. 

With many organised 
events cancelled, emer-
gency services are pre-
paring for a busier night 
than usual as people cel-
ebrate in their own gar-
dens. 

And following a number 
of reports of fireworks 
being used in an anti-so-
cial way in recent weeks 
in Shildon, they are also 
asking everyone to show 
RESPECT this Bonfire 
Night.

CDDFRS have joined 
up with Durham County 
Council, Darlington 
Borough Council and 
Durham Constabulary 
to ensure members of 
public are aware of the 
dangers of bonfires and 
fireworks. Whilst most 
people enjoy fireworks 
responsibly, in the wrong 
hands they can cause 
real misery.

There have also been 
reports of youths in the 
town using ‘bangers’ to 
scare and intimidate res-
idents, both late at night 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
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service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
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email crier@swd.news
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Mellany Mawson
Aged 38 years

Service will take place 
at St John’s Church on 

Wednesday 28th October 
at 10.45am, followed by 

private cremation at Wear 
Valley Crematorium. 

Family flowers only please. 
Donations, if desired, can 

be made to the Solan 
Connor Fawcett Family 

Cancer Trust.

Peacefully in hospital on 
13th October.

Amazing Mam, beloved 
Daughter, Step-Daughter, 
Sister, Aunty and friend.

Big Ron Emery
Sadly passed away of Covid

7.10.2020

Funeral Thursday 
29th October.

 If you wish to wave him 
farewell, the funeral 
procession will pass 

between Albert Street and 
the Red Lion, leaving at 

12.05pm. 

All welcome to virtually 
attend the funeral at 

12.30pm at the website 
below.

www.obitus.com
username: Cahu1284 

Password: 066894
Recording available for 

28 days.

Loving and devoted 
Husband to Rose. 
Caring and loving 
Dad and Grandad.

Will be deeply missed 
by all.

Andrew Sowerby
10th October, peacefully, 

Andrew, aged 57 years 
of Shildon

Service to take place on 
Monday 26th October at 
12.30pm at Wear Valley 

Crematorium, Coundon. 

Loving Dad of Natasha, 
Faith, Coulson and Emelia, 

devoted Grandad of 
Izabela, dearly loved 

Brother of Alan and the 
late Stuart. Dear Brother-

in-Law of Angela. 
A much-loved Uncle and 

good friend to many.

Kyle Thomas Allison

All our love,
Mam & Dad

21st October

Happy 16th Birthday Kyle

16!

Kyle Allison

Love you loads,
Nana, Grandad, Megan & Toby

Happy 16th Birthday

Birthdays

Kyle Allison

Love you to the moon 
and back, 

Gran & Granda

Enjoy your 16th Birthday

Natalie Mulley

Lots of love from Dawn, 
Stephanie & Brendon, Bethany, 

Kath & Michael and not 
forgetting hugs & kisses from 

Jenson & Evander

Happy Birthday Natalie

30th Birthday 
24th October

30!

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

THE BUSY Bees fundrais-
ing group will be holding a 
Christmas Sale on Friday 
30th October, between 
10am and 1pm at Shildon 
Alive on Church Street.

There will be Christmas 
gifts galore, a tombola 
and raffle, as well as 
takeaway meals available 
from Shildon Alive.

CHRISTMAS 
GIFTS GALORE 
AT FESTIVE SALE

For Sale
STAIR LIFT for sale. 
Curved stair lift for sale. 
Price negotiable. 
Ring 01833 695577 or text 
07746372683.

your window, to show 
respect and remember 
the sacrifice of all who 
have fallen in service to 
their country. 

Anyone who would like a 
wreath laid on their behalf 
should contact Shildon 
Town Council on 01388 
772563. Names of indi-
viduals and organisations 
will be read out during the 
service.

A spokesperson for Shil-
don Town Council com-
mented: “It is appreciated 
that this is extremely dis-
appointing, but we wel-
come your co-operation.”

REMEMBRANCE 
SERVICE MOVES 
ONLINE

FROM PAGE 1

David Richardson
17th October, peacefully, 

David (Hedgehog) 
Aged 85 years of Shildon, 

formerly London.

Private family funeral to 
take place. Family flowers 

only please. Donations 
in lieu may be sent to the 

Royal British Legion. 

Loving husband of 
Maureen, dearly

loved Dad of John, Lisa, 
David and Lloyd, 

and dear Father-in-Law.
Also a devoted Grandad 

and Great Grandad.

Passed  Away
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• Never put fireworks in 
your pocket.
• Never throw fireworks.

Lee Aspery, Arson 
Reduction and Young 
People Manager at 
CDDFRS said: “This year 
we appreciate Bonfire 
night is likely to be dif-
ferent for everyone. With 
the majority of organised 
displays cancelled, we 
understand that some 
members of the public 
are likely to have a home 
display.

“If you are planning to 
use fireworks at home, 
then please follow the 
firework code. If you 
have children and are 
planning on using spar-
klers, ensure you fol-
low the manufacturer’s 
instructions. Please keep 
your four-legged friends 
indoors and make them 
comfortable with cur-
tains closed and music 
on low to reduce the 
effects of noise outside.

“We would strongly 
advise against hav-
ing your own bonfire. 
Home bonfires often 
cause nuisance for your 
neighbours but are also 
extremely dangerous. 
They can spread to build-
ings, fences, outhouses 
and cause injury to peo-
ple.”

As the country is cur-
rently amidst a global 
pandemic, it is important 
that people do not take 
risks, putting additional 
pressures on our emer-
gency services. If people 
are to have home dis-
plays, they need to ensure 
they are following the 
Covid-19 guidance and 
restrictions in place for 
their area.  

In County Durham, the 
local restrictions cur-
rently in place prevent dif-
ferent households mixing 
in homes and indoor pub-
lic spaces, while the rule 
of 6 applies outdoors and 
in private gardens.

These rules may have 
changed by Bonfire Night, 
but it is important people 
check to see exactly what 
restrictions are in force if 
they are invited to a party 
in someone’s garden.

 A Durham Constabulary 
spokesman said: “If you 
do decide to set off your 
own fireworks this year, 
please remember it is an 
offence for anyone under 
the age of 18 to buy fire-
works. You must also not 
set off or throw fireworks 
(including sparklers) in 
the street or other public 
places.

“Avoid drinking when in 
charge of fireworks, and 
in case of an emergency, 
keep buckets of water, 
a garden hose or a fire 
extinguisher ready.

“Make sure you store 
the fireworks safely in a 
closed box and only set 
them off one at a time. 
Please also remember 
to keep pets inside and 
ensure you do not set fire-
works off between 11pm 
and 7am, except on Bon-
fire Night when the cut off 
is midnight.”

Lee Aspery from 
CDDFRS added: “We 
would like to ask every-
one to be good neigh-
bours and show respect, 
following this important 
advice and remembering 
the Firework Code, we 
hope that everyone can 
enjoy a safe bonfire night 
this year and every year.”

and during the daylight 
hours, in public spaces 
such as Hackworth Park 
and in residential streets. 
This has also raised con-
cerns as to where these 
young people were able 
to purchase fireworks, 
which can only be legally 
sold to those over 18, and 
only between 15th Octo-
ber and 10th November, 
or between 26th and 31st 
December.

Remember that fire-
works are explosives, 
they can cause serious 
injury and even death 
if they are not treated 
responsibly. 

A good start to a home 
display is to ensure all 
fireworks meet BS 7114 
standards and are only 
used in accordance 
with the manufacturer’s 
instructions and the Fire-
work Code.

Please stay safe and 
follow the Firework 
Code:-
• Only buy fireworks 
over the counter from 
licensed and reputable 
retailers;
• Only adults should han-
dle and light fireworks, 
(avoid drinking alcohol 
until after the fireworks 
are done).
• Keep fireworks in a 
closed metal box.
• Follow the instructions 
on each firework care-
fully.
• Light them at arm’s 
length using a suitable 
taper.
• Always stand well back, 
(8m as a minimum).
• Never go back to a lit 
firework - if it hasn’t gone 
off it could still explode.

SHOW RESPECT THIS BONFIRE NIGHT
The fire service is asking people to be respectful with fireworks.

REDWORTH HOUSE res-
idents stepped into a 
bygone era and enjoyed 
an elegant Afternoon Tea 
recently.

There was a wonderful 
choice of finger sand-
wiches and mouthwater-
ing cakes, complemented 
by a glass fizz and a cup 
of freshly brewed tea.

Staff members Sandra 

AFTERNOON TEA AT 
REDWORTH HOUSE

Ann and Kathleen enjoy their Afternoon Tea.

and Hazel expressed 
their appreciation to Karl 
and staff for the amaz-
ing tea, and also thanked 
Redworth Hall for pro-
viding the cake stands, 
teapots and champagne 
flutes. 

“We may be in lock-
down, but Redworth 
House residents are very 
happy!” said Sandra.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

TRIBUTES HAVE been 
paid to a much loved 
woman who died following 
a collision near Middridge. 

Kayley Robinson was the 
passenger of a dark blue 
BMW when it lost control 
and collided with a tree on 
Middridge Road.

It happened shortly after 
6pm on Friday 9th October. 

Kayley was air lifted to 
James Cook Hospital in 
Middlesbrough but sadly 
passed away as a result 
of her injuries on October 
14th.

The family of the 
34-year-old said: “Kayley 
was a much loved mam, 
daughter, little sister and 

auntie. 
“A one of a kind that left 

a lasting impression on 
anyone she met and she’ll 
be eternally missed by so 
many.

“Rest in peace Kayley Jo; 
know you were loved.”

A man in his 30s, who 
was the driver of the BMW 
was also taken to James 
Cook with serious injuries, 
he remains in hospital.

Witnesses or anyone 
with any dash cam foot-
age of the collision or 
the vehicle beforehand is 
asked to call Durham Con-
stabulary on 101, quoting 
incident number 333 of 
October 9th.

TRIBUTES PAID TO 
CRASH VICTIM

FROM PAGE 1
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Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is 
delivered to 
around 
6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

to attend a free night of 
entertainment with mem-
bers of their own house-
holds.

A spokesperson for 
the club said: “We’re so 
happy to have supported 
a superb local band; The 
FABS. 

“Many thanks to every-
one for sticking to the 
rules and still having a 
brilliant time. 

“Thanks to Hazel and 
her amazing bar team for 
working their socks off 
keeping everyone sup-

plied with drinks and bar 
snacks.

“Thanks to Dawn Boddy 
for her help in getting this 
off the ground when it 
was looking like we would 
have to cancel.

“Thanks to Polly Ord, 
Saleswoman Extraordi-
naire, for selling domino 
cards and raffle tickets.

“Thanks to our amazing 
SOS crew who put all the 
organisation and prepara-
tion in to ensure the event 
ran smoothly. Another 
great team effort!”

SHILDON RAILWAY Insti-
tute proved that a fun 
night of entertainment 
can be done within safety 
restrictions, after  their 
socially distanced Cov-
id-safe show went down 
a storm. 

Instead of cancelling 
the scheduled show fol-
lowing the re-introduction 
of rules stating residents 
cannot meet with other 
households, the Institute 
instead decided to drop 
the intended ticket price 
and encourage residents 

A FAB NIGHT OF SOCIALLY-
DISTANCED FUN

The FABS provided a great night of entertainment at the socially-distanced show.

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

AERIALS

naylorsaerials.co.uk
0 1 3 8 8 7 2 0 9 9 4

Digital TV Aerial &
CCTV Installers

ü Competitive Price
ü Quality Materials
ü Fast & Reliable 

SMALL JOBS EXPERT
LOCAL PLUMBER 

CALL JOE FOR A FREE  
QUOTATION AND  

NO CALL OUT CHARGE ON 

UNDERTAKING ALL THE 
SMALL JOBS THAT BIG 

COMPANIES DON’T WANT 
FROM DRIPPING TAPS TO 

BROKEN TOILETS

07535 362591

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

THE MEN’S Cree group 
at Greenfield Arts have 
been reflecting on how 
we see the world work-
ing alongside visual art-
ist Bethan Maddocks.  
Bethan is a paper sculp-
tor and her work is often 
centred around a ques-
tion or a story.  

The workshop was part 
of a bigger project ‘Find-
ers, Seekers’ which will 
look at new possibilities 
and reflect the work and 
thoughts of groups such 
as Cree and students at 
Greenfield Community 
College culminating in an 
exhibition to be shared 
with the wider commu-
nity.

The group were sent 
a creative pack which 
included creative materi-
als and a ‘question light-
bulb’, they were asked 
poignant questions such 
as “What things can help 
people think differently”, 

“what is the best ques-
tion you’ve ever been 
asked” and “what change 
would you like to wake up 
to tomorrow”.  

Creative Director, Katy 
Milne said “This is such 
a brilliant creative col-
laboration.  These crea-
tive conversations allow 
an exchange between 
everyone that helps us 
to reflect.  These ideas 
will inform and shape the 
Finders, Seekers exhi-
bition which will be on 
display in the Greenfield 
Gallery from January 
2021”

Greenfield Arts are 
committed to developing 
high quality arts oppor-
tunities that encourage 
creativity, curiosity and 
questioning.  If you would 
like to know more about 
Greenfield Arts visit 
www.greenfield-arts.
co.uk or email info@
greenfield-arts.co.uk.

CREE GROUP HAVE 
LIGHTBULB MOMENT

POLICE ARE appealing 
for witnesses and CCTV 
footage following an 
attempted burglary on 
Middleton Road. 

The suspect used a 
screwdriver to prise open 
a window, but was inter-
rupted by a quick-thinking 

neighbour. 
The incident occurred 

on the evening of Monday 
19th October.

Anyone who may be 
able to help police with 
their enquiries is urged to 
call the non-emergency 
number, 101.

BURGLARY THWARTED 
BY NEIGHBOUR
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Temperature?
Persistent cough?
Can’t taste/smell?
Please get a  
Coronavirus test
Do not leave home if you or anyone in your 
household has symptoms
You can help stop the spread

CORONAVIRUS 

www.durham.gov.uk/coronavirus
County Durham   

Together

Better for everyone
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She continued: “For 
some children, it was 
the first time they had 
engaged with other young 
people since the begin-
ning of lockdown.

“Our organisation 
received covid emergency 
funding which was used 
for face-to-face activi-
ties.”

Daisy Arts also run 
weekly craft sessions for 
adults at the No. 42 gal-
lery in Bishop Auckland, 
on Friday mornings. 

Since Christmas is now 
approaching, the North-
East based Feeding Fam-
ilies charity which covers 
Northumberland, Tyne 
and Wear, County Durham 
and Cleveland, is currently 
open for families to apply 
for a Christmas hamper. 

As stated on the web-
site, applications opened 
on October 6th and will be 
available until November 
30th.  

Juliet Sanders, CEO of 
Feeding Families con-
firmed they had been 
delivering to homes in 
Shildon.

The charity was founded 
in 2017 and delivered over 
3,000 Christmas hampers 

in 2019 and over 50,000 
meals so far during 2020. 

Since many events have 
now moved online, a vir-
tual Christmas Fayre, 
organised by Danielle Lou-
ise Jackman from Newton 
Aycliffe, has been set up 
on Facebook to help lift 
people’s spirits. 

The page is named ‘Vir-
tual Chrimbo Fayre 2020’ 
and at the time of writing 
has around one thousand 
members. 

Among sellers from 
other locations on the 
page, there are busi-
nesses in the fayre based 
in Shildon, most of which 
are small, working-from-
home businesses, accord-
ing to Ms Jackman.

The Shildon based sell-
ers involved in the vir-
tual fayre include Kirstie 
Jones, who sells Scentsy, 
and Jayne Petty who 
owns The Heart of Raw 
- a raw dog food supplier 
based on Dabble Duck 
Industrial Estate.

If you are involved in a 
service which is serving 
the community through 
the pandemic, please 
let us know by emailing 
crier@swd.news.

IN THE past few months, 
areas within South West 
Durham have seen the 
launch of many com-
munity projects and 
initiatives, while some 
that existed before the 
Covid-19 pandemic have 
amended their services in 
order to continue serving 
the community. 

These have ranged from 
doorstep giftbags created 
by Daisy Arts, a commu-
nity arts organisation 
based in Bishop Auckland, 
to hampers and meals 
provided by Feeding Fam-
ilies, a North East based 
charity. 

Managing director of 
Daisy Arts, Jane Craw-
ford said: “We created 
doorstep giftbags, activ-
ity packs for families, and 
journal packs for teenag-
ers to write their thoughts 
down or to do their own 
artwork in.

“We also did three weeks 
of theatrical summer 
school during the sum-
mer.”

The summer school 
was held in Bishop Auck-
land, Shildon and on the 
final week, at Low Barns 
Nature Reserve.

COMMUNITY SERVICES HELPING 
RESIDENTS THROUGH PANDEMIC

Daisy Arts runs Covid-safe adult craft sessions on Friday mornings.

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

POLICE ARE urging res-
idents to be vigilant fol-
lowing a spate of shed 
break-ins in Shildon.

A spokesperson for 
Durham police said all 
three were reported to 
police between Saturday 
10th October and Sunday 
11th October, in Cleve-
land Avenue, Farndale 
Gardens and Baysdale 
Gardens.

A number of garden 
tools and hand tools were 

stolen during the burgla-
ries.

Police are appealing for 
information and to any-
one who may have CCTV 
footage from the time in 
question, which could 
assist with their enquir-
ies.

Anyone with infor-
mation should contact 
Detective Sergeant Ord 
from South Durham CID, 
on the non-emergency 
number, 101.

TRIO OF SHED BURGLARIES 
REPORTED TO POLICE

THE MAN in the picture 
above is being sought by 
police after a charity box 
was stolen from Shildon 
Alive.

Shildon Neighbour-
hood Policing Team 
would like to speak to 
him in connection with 

APPEAL FOR INFO ON MAN 
WHO STOLE CHARITY BOX

Police would like to speak to this man in connection with 
the theft of a charity donation box from Shildon Alive.

the theft of the  dona-
tion box from outside the 
charity on Thursday 1st 
October.

Anyone with any infor-
mation is asked to con-
tact PC 132 Akiens  on 
the non-emergency 
number, 101.
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hymns and having to sit 
separately,” said Rev’d 
Carol Harris, “but we still 
really enjoyed worship-
ping together and taking 
time to thank God for all 
his blessings in creation 
and in our lives. 

“This year we did not 
have a 1,000 can chal-
lenge like in previous 
years because of covid 
restrictions, but we still 
collected food which was 
needed for Shildon Alive.

“Paula Nelson from Shil-
don Alive came and spoke 
about what has been hap-

pening over the last few 
months. It was amazing 
to hear how many indi-
viduals have been helped 
over lockdown and what 
is going on at the pres-
ent time with practical 
support for individuals 
as well as the ‘Shelves 
for All’, the daily specials 
and the early breakfasts 
for young people on their 
way to school. 

“She shared with us how 
we can be involved practi-
cally as well as spiritually 
as we keep Shildon Alive 
in our prayers.”

ST JOHN’S Church has 
welcomed Rev’d Frances 
Cooper to the fold, as she 
begins her ministry with 
the Shildon church.

Rev’d Cooper is fin-
ishing off her curacy 
here in Shildon and she 
also works part-time for 
Durham diocese as the 
Finance Support Officer 
for the Resourcing 
Churches. 

Frances has lived in the 
North East all her life, 
spending her childhood 
in a mining village on the 
North East coast. She 
now lives locally.

Meanwhile, St John’s 
recently held its Harvest 
festival. 

For 186 years the church 
has celebrated Harvest, 
including throughout 
both World Wars, and 
members were deter-
mined that they were still 
going to celebrate the 
event, even in the middle 
of a pandemic. 

“It did feel very strange 
not being able to sing any 
of the traditional harvest 

ST JOHN’S WELCOMES NEW REVEREND

Some of the food collected for Shildon Alive.

Hollow words
I note with interest the story printed in issue 977 
(Friday 16th October) ”MP Calls on Government 
Support For Pubs.” 
Here it is reported that our new MP, Ms Davison, 
has spoken on behalf of pubs in the House of 
Commons. 
“I truly believe we must do all we can to help 
them,” she said, which I wholeheartedly agree 
with! 
I have spent many hours volunteering at Shildon 
Railway Institute over the last year and I’ve seen 
how damaging local restrictions have been to the 
business.
It’s refreshing to find a consensus, where a 
passionate member of the Labour Party like me 
can agree with our Conservative MP. 
I was therefore dismayed to note that there was 
actually a vote in the House of Commons on the 
14th October calling on the government to offer 
more support to areas experiencing additional 
local restrictions, reform the job support scheme, 
keep our workers out of poverty, support the self-
employed. And she voted against it…
So for all I’m glad to hear that she supports our 
pubs and believes that we should put economic 
support in place when businesses are damaged 
by local restrictions, those words are hollow if 
she fails to also vote for these things when the 
opportunity presents itself. 

Kindest regards,
Cllr Samantha Townsend

Vaughan St, Shildon

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

Not my representative
I’m writing in response to the letter from Fred 
Langley printed in your last issue (issue 977).
Firstly, a correction, as he indicates there has 
been no communication from councillors since 
the meeting they had with DCC, I refer him to the 
letter from Cllr Sam Townsend in issue 974 where 
she provided an update after the meeting. 
As a Shildon parent I’m puzzled about where Mr 
Langley’s confusion is coming from. There will be 
a consultation on the future of the Sunnydale site, 
as pledged by Cllr Gunn in issue 970 and reiterated 
by Cllr Townsend in the letter I refer to above. 
Furthermore, I am troubled by his tone … he 
speaks of ‘we the members of the townsfolk’ 
as though he speaks for others, and I certainly 
have never agreed to be represented by him? Mr 
Langley speaks for himself.
He says politics is about communication, while 
that’s fair, it’s also fair to say that Mr Langley 
knows many councillors and his insistence on 
communicating with them via the letters section 
of The Crier, rather than contacting them directly, 
seems to indicate that he’s less interested in 
finding answers than he is whipping up mistrust 
and resentment.

Lisa Knight

Rev’d Frances Cooper.

This  week  in  History
22 October 1962
In a televised speech, 
President John F. 
Kennedy announces 
that US spy planes 
have discovered 
Soviet missile bases in 
Cuba, leading to the 
Cuban Missile Crisis.

25 October 1881
One of the greatest 
and most influen-
tial artists of the 
20th century, Pablo 
Picasso, co-founder of 
the Cubist movement 
is born in Malaga, 
Spain.

23 October 42BC
Marcus Junius Brutus, 
a leading conspirator 
in the assassination 
of Julius Caesar, dies 
by suicide after his 
defeat at the second 
battle of Philippi.

26 October 1881
The Earp brothers 
face off against the 
C l an to n -M cL au r y 
gang in a legendary 
shootout at the OK 
Corral in Tombstone, 
Arizona.

24 October 1901
A 63-year-old school-
teacher named Annie 
Edson Taylor becomes 
the first person to 
take the plunge over 
Niagara Falls in a 
barrel.

27 October 1659
William Robinson and 
Marmaduke Stevenson, 
two Quakers who left 
England for Amercia 
in 1656 to escape 
religious persecution, 
are executed for their 
religious beliefs.
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THERE WERE no winners 
of the Shildon AFC Sup-
porters Club lotto this 
week, with numbers 2, 3, 
5, 8, 10 and 12 drawn on 
the night. 

The bonus prize of £25 
was won by Keith Walker.

Next week players 

should choose 6 numbers 
from 11 with the jackpot 
rising to £850.

Tickets can be bought 
from Main Street News, 
Raakesh Convenience 
Store, the One Stop Shop 
on Byerley Road and from 
Shildon AFC clubhouse.

LOTTERY JACKPOT AT £850

haps fortunate that his 
strong challenge on David 
Palmer didn’t receive 
stiffer punishment.

Shildon should have 
broken the deadlock 
just before the half hour 
when a long ball forward 
was eventually worked 
to the right before being 
crossed low into the box 
by Jack Naylor. Roberts 
in the Stockton goal failed 
to gather, spilling the 
ball in front of Kurt Mat-
thews just six yards from 
goal, but the midfielder 
snatched at the effort, lift-
ing his left foot shot over 
the bar.   

Moments later it was 
Stockton’s Kevin Hayes 
who held his head in his 
hands as the tricky for-
ward watched his left-
footed strike from twenty 
yards sail narrowly past 
Newbrook’s right hand 
post with the goalkeeper 
a spectator. 

It was perhaps unsur-
prising that it took both 
sides some time to settle 
into the second half on 
the energy-sapping sur-
face, and it was Shildon 
who again created the 
first of the chances. A 
move down left reached 
Matthews on the edge 
of the box and his cross 

to the far post was deftly 
chested down by Sweet to 
make space for a low left 
foot shot. With a better 
connection, Roberts may 
not have had the oppor-
tunity to scramble across 
and clutch the ball on the 
line.

Five minutes later the 
same player looked even 
more likely to score, but 
was again denied by 
Roberts. A searching 
long ball by Moore found 
Sweet bursting clear of a 
flat-footed defence and 
from 14 yards, he looked 
to guide the ball into the 
corner of the net but the 
keeper’s fingertips were 
enough to divert its path 
the wrong side of the 
post. 

The visitors’ best 
moment of the second 
half came with twenty 
minutes remaining when 
a spell of possession 
brought them to the edge 
of the Shildon box where 
Shane Henry took control 
before lashing left-footed 
from 18 yards. Newbrook, 
however, was perfectly 
positioned to palm the 
powerful shot over the 
bar. 

Fifteen minutes from 
time, Shildon earned 
a free kick in a central 

TWO EVENLY matched 
sides fought out a 
no-scoring draw at Dean 
Street as Shildon AFC 
entertained last season’s 
unofficial champions, 
Stockton Town on Satur-
day.

The game was played 
on a heavy and sticky sur-
face inconducive to flow-
ing football with much of 
the forward play thwarted 
in the final third by two 
solid defences.

However, it was the 
home side who created 
the better of the chances 
overall, showing the 
greater threat particularly 
in the second half. 

In a more even first 
period, Shildon created 
the first opening of the 
game in the 6th minute 
when they won a free 
kick 22 yards from goal, 
but Heywood blazed his 
effort high over the bar. 

As both sides looked to 
exert their physicality on 
the game, each saw the 
referee reach for his yel-
low card in the opening 
quarter. Shildon gaffer, 
Daniel Moore saw yel-
low for a challenge from 
behind on former team-
mate, Jamie Owens, while 
Thomas Coulthard, a few 
minutes earlier was per-

MIDWEEK WIN MAKES UP FOR BLANK WEEKEND

Kurt Matthews lifts his effort over the crossbar from six yards in Shildon’s weekend draw with Stockton. Photo: Tom Clegg.

position on the edge of 
the penalty box. Danny 
Craggs, on as a substi-
tute, crashed the dead 
ball into the Stockton 
wall before hoisting the 
rebound to Sweet, lurk-
ing at the back post. But 
again, Roberts did enough 
to put the striker off and 
his close range  header 
missed the target. 

While Shildon may have 
exited the field the more 
rueful, they were able to 
channel that disappoint-
ment to positive effect a 
few days later when they 
travelled to Consett to 
take on another of their 
promotion rivals on Tues-
day night in what was the 
first of five games in a row 
away from home. 

A goal in either half 
ensured three points for 
the visitors as both Mat-
thews and Sweet this 

time made no mistake 
when the opportunity 
presented itself. 

In an end to end first 
half, it was Shildon who 
made the first open-
ing when David Palmer 
curled an effort just wide. 

A poor first touch pre-
vented Matty Cornish 
making more of an excel-
lent chance for the hosts. 
But it was Shildon who 
took the lead in the 13th 
minute when Matthews 
headed home a Palmer 
free kick.

Shildon continued to 
make the better chances 
and six minutes into the 
second half had strong 
claims for a penalty 
waved away. 

But with a quarter of an 
hour to play, the visitors 
doubled their lead to put 
paid to any chances of a 
home recovery. 

A forward ball was laid 
into Sweet’s path by 
Thexton and the striker 
moved the ball across the 
edge of the penalty box 
before  firing home from 
20 yards.

Matthews came close 
to declaring the victory 
emphatic when he let fly 
from 25 yards, but his 
shot cannoned off the 
crossbar. 

Shildon move up to 6th 
in the table and within 
touching distance of the 
top three ahead of Sat-
urday’s visit to Thornaby, 
who share the same num-
ber of points having won 
their last three league 
games. 

 That will be followed on 
Tuesday evening with a 
trip to Ryhope.


