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A LARGE spike in posi-
tive Coronavirus cases in 
Shildon has led to several 
local businesses being 
forced to temporarily 
shut down while efforts 
are made to contain the 
spread of the disease 
locally. 

However, several busi-
nesses have raised con-

cerns that members of 
the community are failing 
to accept the seriousness 
of the situation, with many 
who have been requested 
to self isolate found to be 
continuing to leave their 
homes while others are 
failing to wear masks in 
shops as required by law. 

Earlier this week, the 

Three Tuns, one of the 
many local pubs to close 
in order to deep clean after 
positive cases had been 
identified, was forced to 
issue a warning on its 
Facebook page after at 
least one person who had 
been told they must self 
isolate attempted to gain 
access to the pub after it 

reopened.
“Following an incident 

where a male customer 
who should have been 
self isolating had to be 
asked to leave the prem-
ises, as reluctant as I am 
to do it, I will contact the 
police to report anyone 

CORONAVIRUS DESCENDS ON SHILDON
The spike in cases in Shildon, with 43 new cases reported by Public Health England in the past seven days, has led to many 
businesses closing for deep cleaning and appeals for the public to follow the guidelines. Image: Public Health England. 

“We would urge 
members of 
the public to 
contact us if they 
see any off road 
bike activity.

SHILDON NEIGHBOURHOOD 
Police Team held an 
online PACT meeting 
recently over Facebook 
where people could ask 
questions which were 
answered by PCSO Lines. 

A recurring theme 
was off road bikes and 
quad bikes being driv-
ing around the town on 
paths, through the park 
and with riders failing to 
wear a helmet.

PCSO Lines said: “Shil-
don NPT are making the 
illegal use of off road 
bikes in Shildon a prior-
ity at the moment due to 
the number of reports we 
have received. 

“We are working along-
side other police depart-
ments and DCC in order 
to tackle this.

“We would urge mem-
bers of the public to con-
tact us if they see any off 
road bike activity.”

OFF ROAD BIKES 
A PRIORITY SAY 
SHILDON 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 
POLICE TEAM
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Service to take place at 
Wear Valley Crematorium, 

Coundon on
Tuesday 13th October  

at 12:30pm.

27th September, tragically, 
Cheryl aged 51 years of 
Shildon. Loving mam of 
Dwayne, Cherylee, and 
Sherene, devoted nana,
much loved daughter of 

Peter and the late Iris, dearly 
loved sister of Tracey, Lesley, 

Darren and Wayne, and 
good friend to many.

Johnny Johnson

Lots of love,
Mam, Pops, 

Bobby & Lottie xxx

6th October
Happy 15th Birthday

THE BUSY Bees Septem-
ber Raffle winners were 
are follows: 1st - Joe 
Beaumont (tickets 601-
605); 2nd - Ann Marie 
(146-150); 3rd - Doris 
(306-310); 4th Cath, 

Plevna Mews (101-105); 
5th - Shaz (201-205); 6th 
D Sadler (411-415); 7th 
Sandra (426-430); 8th 
- Jackie (586-590); 9th - 
Val (346-350); 10th - Guen 
(251-255).

BUSY BEES RAFFLE RESULTS

Sandra Baynham and Hazel 
Hill of Redworth House would 
like to say a heartfelt thank 
you to: Shildon Fisheries; Axe 
House, Spennymoor; Balance 
and Beauty, Spennymoor; Bay 
Horse, Middridge and Cape to 
Cairo for their kind donations 
of raffle prizes. All monies 
raised are spent on residents’ 
treats. 

Samuel Miles  
Gardiner

Lots of love,
Mam & Dad xxx

10th October

Happy 1st Birthday Son

Callum Ellis 

Lots of love,
Mam 

xxx

6.10.1999

Happy 21st Callum 
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NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS
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A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

who breaches the new 
lockdown procedures and 
puts customers and staff 
health at risk,” said the 
notice. 

The person was report-
edly wearing a mask and 
made no contact with 
anyone.

The incident came just a 
day after the pub had reo-
pened after an eight-day 
closure for deep cleaning. 

In another incident, Shil-
don Sweet Treat posted 
on its Facebook page to 
remind people that wear-
ing a mask inside any 
public building is now law: 
“It’s law now that I and all 
customers have to wear 
a facemask in our shop!” 
it said, adding, “This is 
last  time I’m posting this! 
Keep us all safe and give 
shops a chance to survive 
this bad hard time we all 
going through.”

Year 5 at Thornhill Pri-
mary School are also cur-
rently self isolating, in line 
with government guide-
lines.

Commenting on the out-
break in Shildon, Amanda 
Healy, Director of Public 
Health at Durham County 
Council, said: “We’ve 
seen rising numbers of 
cases of coronavirus 
across County Durham 
and the North East in 
recent weeks. 

The current increase 

CORONAVIRUS IN SHILDON

Management and staff at the Three Tuns were forced to turn 
away a customer known to have been asked to self isolate.

in cases at a local level, 
such as we had seen 
in Shildon for example, 
point to the virus being 
transmitted within the 
community, rather than 
being related to specific 
outbreaks. 

We’re continuing to 
monitor any increases on 
a daily basis, and will take 
appropriate action as per 
our Local Outbreak Con-
trol Plan which is publicly 
available, and through our 
Health Protection Assur-
ance Board, which meets 
regularly.

“We are also pleased to 
see that following a tar-
geted communications 
campaign in Shildon, 
cases have somewhat 
reduced this week.

“However, it is vital we all 
do our bit to help reduce 
the spread of coronavirus 
and so I would urge peo-
ple to abide by the latest 
local and national restric-
tions and to follow social 
distancing and hygiene 
guidance. 

You must also stay at 
home if you, or a member 
of your household, have 
symptoms, are waiting 
for results from a coro-
navirus test, or you have 
recently returned from 
somewhere on the quar-
antine list.”

More information about 
the local restrictions can 
be found at: durham.gov.
uk/localrestrictions.

the finished piece which 
has now been installed.

A spokesperson for the 
Friends said: “As the pro-
ject is nearly completed, 
we wish to thank the fol-
lowing people and organi-
sations. Without their help 
and funding we would not 
have been able to get this 
far; namely, Andy Coul-
thard and  Malcolm Gray 
of Livin Housing, The 

Probation Service team,                                                      
Colin Curry of Durham 
County Council, Johna-
than Seymour of Dur-
ham Civic Pride, Andrew 
Walker of Bishop Auck-
land and Shildon AAP, 
Councillor’s Shirley Quinn 
and Garry Huntingdon, 
Richard Massey (Gar-
dener), John MacMurray 
(Sculptor) and Mark Petty 
(Builder). 

THE FRIENDS of Jubi-
lee Fields Estate have 
proudly unveiled a new 
artwork, created by local 
sculptor John Macmur-
ray, which is the latest 
addition to its Pathway 
Project to commemorate 
the world’s first passen-
ger rail journey, which 
started from Shildon in 
1825.

This particular journey 
started on a cold Novem-
ber night in 2019 when 
the Friends approached 
John with an idea to 
have a railway inspired 
piece that appealed to 
the younger people and  
helped generate an inter-
est in Shildon’s proud rail-
way heritage. 

Armed with this idea, 
and with six months of 
hard work, John created 

MINIONS EXPRESS ARRIVES IN SHILDON

Sculptor, John Macmurray with his latest creation, the Minions Express, for Friends of Jubilee 
Estate, celebrating the world’s first passenger train leaving Shildon in 1825.

FROM PAGE 1

SPORTS MASSAGE IS NOT JUST FOR ATHLETES 
IT’S FOR EVERYONE!

EASES ACHES & PAINS
HEADACHES | BACK PAIN | MUSCLE PAIN | NECK PAIN

CALL GINA FOR AN APPOINTMENT ON 07864327163

BISHOP AUCKLAND BASED
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HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

unveiling of the project’s 
outcome, reminding all 
who visit the station of 
the past, present and 
future possibilities. 

“Sally’s input is some-
thing that is sure to shine 
through the work at Shil-
don station and we are 
excited to share the final 
results,” she said.

“It has been a pleasure 
to work within the Shil-
don Community and hear 
from the many voices 
that will inform the pro-
ject, thank you to all who 
have contributed to this 
valuable project.”

Although the current 
climate has meant there 
have been limited face-
to-face opportunities 
recently, the team have 
been working behind the 
scenes to keep on-track.

The project is supported 
by Northern Heartlands, 
one of the sixteen Great 
Place Schemes in Eng-
land, funded by National 
Lottery Heritage Fund 
and Arts Council England 
and Bishop Rail Commu-
nity Partnership. 

GREENFIELD ARTS have 
welcomed Sally Pilking-
ton on board as part of 
the Shildon in Motion 
team to help realise the 
design for the Shildon 
station platform, as the 
project reaches the final 
stages.

Shildon in Motion is 
an exciting project that 
will realise a new artistic 
gateway at Shildon Sta-
tion.  

The new artwork is now 
in the final stages of the 
design process and will 
bring together a legacy of 
research and aspiration, 
informed by the people 
of Shildon and reflecting 
individual stories and the 
significant heritage of the 
town’s past, present and 
future.

Sally has previously 
worked alongside Green-
field Arts developing cre-
ative designs and bring-
ing a fresh new look to 
communications.  

Katy Milne, Creative 
Director at Greenfield 
Arts is looking forward to 
the final chapter and the 

SALLY JOINS SHILDON IN MOTION

The Shildon In Motion Project is entering the final stages of 
the design process. 

AUTUMN IS the new 
spring at Greenfield 
Arts as it’s bursting with 
opportunities in the com-
ing months. 

The arts centre boasts 
a range of dynamic activ-
ity and creativity and is 
looking forward to seeing 
more of the community 
face-to-face.

Forthcoming exhibi-
tions in The Greenfield 
Gallery include Nature 
and Community by Mike 
Connell and People and 
Places by Bill Hindmarsh, 
two renowned local art-
ists with artwork that 
captures the voice of the 
region; the beauty of peo-
ple and places.

There are a range of 
workshops and activities 
on offer, which include 
Nature through a Lens 
with photographer Elaine 
Vizor, Sketching People 
with Graham Stead, Span-

ish refresher sessions 
with Daria Coates and 
specialist wellbeing work-
shops with Leigh John-
son.

The centre will also 
continue with valuable 
projects working along-
side students and the 
community, including the 
final artwork celebrations 
for Shildon in Motion, Find-
ers, Seekers with visual 
artist Bethan Maddocks, 
Community Spirit, working 
with the Shildon commu-

nity and a creative col-
laboration with the Anne 
Frank Trust, 

Young people and fami-
lies can participate in The 
Big Draw and the popular 
Festive workshops.  

To find out more about 
these and other activities, 
visit the website  at www. 
greenf ie ld - ar ts .co.uk  
where you can also sign 
up to the mailing list. 

You can also 
follow @green 
fieldArts on social media.

AUTUMN AT GREENFIELD ARTS

THERE WERE no winners 
of the Shildon AFC Sup-
porters Club lotto this 
week, with numbers 1, 3, 
8, 10, 11 and 14 drawn on 
the night. 

The bonus prize of £25 
was won by Steve Wood.

Next week players 

should choose 6 numbers 
from 13 with the jackpot 
rising to £750.

Tickets can be bought 
from Main Street News, 
Raakesh Convenience 
Store, the One Stop Shop 
on Byerley Road and from 
Shildon AFC clubhouse.

SUPPORTERS LOTTO UPDATE
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County Durham   

Together

Better for everyone

Wash HANDS
For 20 seconds and often

Cover FACE
Wear a face covering when 
possible

2

Make SPACE
Stay 2m apart from others

Get a TEST  
If you have symptoms of 
Coronavirus 

CORONAVIRUS 
is still out there

Play your part to stay safe  
in County Durham

durham.gov.uk/coronavirus
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Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is 
delivered to 
around 
6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

ALTHOUGH THE recent 
coronavirus outbreak in 
the town has led to many 
local businesses hav-
ing to close their doors, 
Shildon Railway Institute 
managed to rearrange its 
Autumn Floral Workshop 
so that it as delivered 
online instead of in the 
building. 

Kathryn Hume, of 
Forget Me Not Flower 
Designers and Flower 
School, ran the workshop 
over Zoom instead, with 
all materials being deliv-

STUTE’S FLORAL WORKSHOP 
GOES AHEAD ONLINE

Members of the Save Our Stute team took part in the 
workshop, creating an attractive floral display.

ered to participants in 
advance. 

“It worked really well,” 
said a spokesperson. 
“Ten of us, including two 
of the Save Our Stute 
crew enjoyed a welcome 
and very enjoyable cre-
ative break from the 
corona madness.”

Kathryn is also host-
ing a Christmas Wreath 
Making Workshop on 7th 
December. 

Tickets are available by 
contacting the Save Our 
Stute Facebook page. socks, paint a picture on 

an actual pumpkin... be 
as imaginative as you 
want.

The winning picture 
will be published in the 
Town Crier, where it will 
be seen in 6,000 homes 
in and around the town!

Organisers will also be 
putting together sweets 
and runner-up prizes. A 
full list of prizes will be 
announced over the next 
few weeks, and delivered 
in a covid secure way.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
• Competition open to 

ages 16 and under.
• Please ask a grown up 

to send your pumpkin 
picture, name and age 
to Shildon Pumpkin 
Project on Facebook 
or shildonpumpkinpro-
ject@gmail.com before 
Saturday 17th October.

• Winner and runners up 
will be announced on 
Wed 21st October.

• By submitting your art-
work you’re agreeing to 
it being published on 
the Shildon Pumpkin 
Project’s social media 
channels, in the Shildon 
and District Town Crier 
and on the Town Cri-
er’s website and social 
media pages.

THE TOWN Crier is ghoul-
ishly excited to announce 
our participation in a Hal-
loween art competition 
for under 16s, organised 
by the Shildon Pumpkin 
Project.

All you have to do is 
send a Pumpkin Picture 
via private message to 
the Shildon Pumpkin 
Project’s  Facebook 
page, or via email to Shil-
donPumpkinProject@
gmail.com.

You can create the pic-
ture however you like; 
use paint, use pencil, 
make an amusing sculp-
ture out of your dad’s 

GET CREATIVE WITH OUR 
FRIGHTFULLY GOOD COMPETITION!

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

AERIALS

naylorsaerials.co.uk
0 1 3 8 8 7 2 0 9 9 4

Digital TV Aerial &
CCTV Installers

ü Competitive Price
ü Quality Materials
ü Fast & Reliable 
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This  week  in  History
8 October 1977
One of Russia’s best-
known contemporary 
writers, Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn, author 
of The Gulag Archi-
pelago and Cancer 
Ward wins the Nobel 
Prize in Literature.

11 October 1971
John Lennon’s 
Imagine, one of the 
most influential songs 
of the 20th century 
is released, a little 
over a year after the 
Beatles broke up.

9 October 1967
Socialist revolu-
tionary and guerilla 
leader Che Guevara, 
aged 39, is murdered 
and buried in an 
unmarked grave by 
US-military-backed 
Bolivian forces.

12 October 1997
Country music singer 
songwriter, John 
Denver, of Take Me 
Home, Country Roads 
fame is killed when 
the aircraft he was 
piloting crashes into 
Monterey Bay.

10 October 1944
800 Gypsy children, 
including more than 
a hundred boys 
between 9 and 14 
years old, are gassed 
to death at Auschwitz 
concentration camp 
by the Nazis. 

13 October 2010
The last of 33 miners 
trapped nearly half 
a mile underground 
for more than two 
months at a caved-in 
mine in northern 
Chile, are rescued.

Community College in 
the Modern Foreign Lan-
guages (MFL) depart-
ment have been cele-
brating the day by taking 
part in activities such as 
language quizzes and 
exploring cultural diver-
sity.  

The department organ-
ise annual foreign excur-
sions (at present on 
hold) and students study 
languages and culture in 
depth throughout their 
time at Greenfield, hav-
ing the opportunity to 
develop their own ideas 
and deliver presentations 
to their peers.

You can find out more 
about opportunities at 

the school via the school 
website where you can 
see samples of the many 
learning opportunities 
and the popular MFL vir-
tual classroom where 
there is even a virtual trip 
to Paris. 

Just visit www.green 
fieldschool.net. 

As part of their pro-
gramme, partners Green-
field Arts are also offer-
ing refresher sessions in 
Spanish where the com-
munity can improve their 
language skills and learn 
more about the culture of 
Spain.  

Visit greenfield-arts.
co.uk to find out more 
and book your place.

STUDENTS AT Greenfield 
Community College and 
their extended dimen-
sion, Greenfield Arts have 
much to celebrate in rela-
tion to languages and 
learning about cultural 
diversity.

The recent European 
Language Day is a cele-
bration of the amazing 
number and variety of 
languages spoken across 
Europe. 

Schools and organi-
sations mark the event 
every year to promote 
language learning and 
celebrate the linguistic 
and cultural diversity of 
Europe.

Students at Greenfield 

GREENFIELD CELEBRATE LANGUAGES
Greenfield Community College has participated in the recent European Languages Day.

THE FIRST of a new kind of 
coronavirus testing cen-
tre is opening in County 
Durham this week.

As part of the Govern-
ment’s drive to increase 
coronavirus testing, the 
Department of Health and 
Social Care is setting up a 
facility in Territorial Lane 
car park in Durham City.

When the centre opens 
on Thursday 8th Octo-
ber, appointments will 
be available from 8am 
to 8pm, seven days per 
week, and unlike mobile 
testing units which visit 
sites across the county, 
the new facility will stay in 
the same location. 

Also, by locating it in the 
city centre, it will help to 
improve access to testing 
for those who do not have 
a car and cannot travel to 
out of town mobile testing 
sites. The centre will be 
pedestrian access only 
and will feature better 
accommodation and shel-
ter for those being tested.

Councillor Lucy Hov-
vels, the council’s Cab-
inet member for adult 
and health services, said: 
“Like other parts of the 
North East, we have seen 
a sharp rise in coronavirus 
cases in recent weeks and 
prompt testing is key to 
containing the spread of 
the virus. 

“This new testing cen-
tre will not only increase 
capacity but also improve 
accessibility for those 
who do not have a car. 
And the more people we 
can identify as having the 

COVID TEST CENTRE TO 
OPEN IN DURHAM CITY

virus, the more people will 
know they need to self-iso-
late, which will reduce the 
infection rate.

“It’s vital we all do our 
bit to prevent coronavirus 
spreading and if you are 
experiencing symptoms, I 
would urge you to book a 
test as soon as possible. 

Cllr Hovvels added: “It’s 
also incredibly important 
that we continue to abide 
by the latest local and 
national restrictions and 
follow public health guid-
ance in terms of social 
distancing, face coverings 
and handwashing.”

Testing is available for 
those either with corona-
virus symptoms – a high 
temperature, a new, con-
tinuous cough, or a loss or 
change to sense of smell 
or taste – or those who 
have been asked to get 
tested by a doctor or pub-
lic health professional. 

Appointments must 
be booked through the 
national Covid-19 booking 
system at www.nhs.uk/
coronavirus or by calling 
119. Results will be pro-
vided the next day and 
there will be additional 
support for vulnerable 
groups and people with 
disabilities.  

People without these 
symptoms should not 
seek a test unless they 
have been specifically 
advised to do so. 

For information and 
advice about coronavirus 
and the support available, 
visit www.durham.gov.uk/
coronavirus.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE
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for expecting the flood 
gates to open.

However, the conditions 
made for a typically fre-
netic derby, but one of 
few first half chances. 

A serious head clash in 
the 19th minute saw both 
sides lose a player with 
Summers being replaced 
by Nixon for Bishop and 
Thexton having to make 
way for Michael Sweet.  

As the half wore on, 
it was the visitors who 
should have done bet-
ter five minutes before 
the break, but having 
been sent clean through, 
Paranby appeared reluc-
tant to pull the trigger and 
instead relieved himself 
of responsibilty by shift-
ing the ball inside and the 
chance was lost. 

Moments later, Joe 
Posthill could have dou-
bled Shildon’s lead when 
he found himself alone 
facing an onrushing Liv-
ersedge, but his lobbed 
effort was high and 
wayward and eventually 
scrambled clear.

Shortly after the break, 
Liversedge was called 
into action again, palm-
ing away Jack Naylor’s 
effort after a quickly 
taken short corner. 

Just before the hour, 
Bishop had their best 
spell when a flurry of cor-
ner kicks culminated in a 
header from close range 

being directed just over 
the bar. 

The visitors would pay 
for the missed oppor-
tunity with Shildon 
doubling their lead just 
moments later. 

A long free kick from 
half way was neatly 
chested down by Sweet, 
but his powerful shot was 
bravely blocked. Naylor 
collected the rebound, 
feeding Posthill whose  
cross from the byline 
reached Kurt Matthews 
for a simple tap in from 
close range. 

As the clock ran down, 
Shildon always looked 
the more likely, happy to 
soak up speculative for-
ward balls from Bishop 
before breaking forward 
and in the 90th min-
ute, Sweet was finally 
rewarded for his endeav-
ours, calmly slotting past 
Liversedge from 16 yards.

Shildon sit fifth in the 
table, just three points off 
the top, but will have an 
additional game to catch 
up after their midweek 
fixture away at Ryhope 
CW was called off due to 
two home players testing 
positive for Covid-19. 

Instead, the side now 
have the full week to pre-
pare for an FA Vase Sec-
ond Qualifying Round tie 
at Ryhope’s neighbours, 
Sunderland RCA on Sat-
urday.

SHILDON AFC comfort-
ably claimed all three 
points as they put a poor 
Bishop Auckland to the 
sword in the local derby 
at Dean Street.

The win consigned their 
nearest rivals to the foot 
of the table while closing 
the gap to league lead-
ers, North Shields - who 
suffered their first league 
defeat of the season - to 
just three points. 

The game went ahead 
in torrential conditions 
and it was Shildon who 
poured forward from the 
outset, intent on dousing 
any ambition from a Two 
Blues side under new 
management after the 
appointment of former 
player, Andy Toman ear-
lier in the week. 

It didn’t take long for 
the Railwaymen to stamp 
their authority, with Chay 
Liddle opening the scor-
ing in the seventh minute. 

A long ball forward by 
Alex White was only half 
cleared to Liddle who 
played a neat one-two 
with Dean Thexton just 
inside the area before 
lashing home left-footed 
into the roof of the net, 
giving Liversedge in the 
Bishop goal no chance. 

The home fans - 150 in 
attendance and a simi-
lar number watching the 
live stream on YouTube - 
would have been forgiven 

RAILWAYMEN ROMP HOME IN DERBY
Kurt Matthews turns away to celebrate after netting Shildon’s second of the game against 
Bishop Auckland at Dean Street on Saturday. Photo: Tom Clegg.

RESIDENTS IN County 
Durham are being 
reminded they can still 
visit the county’s leisure 
centres and take part in 
fitness classes.

Following the introduc-
tion of new restrictions 
aimed at reducing the 
spread of coronavirus, 
Durham County Council 
is carrying out further 
work to ensure its leisure 
centres remain coronavi-
rus secure.

A number of measures 
have been introduced to 
make sure centres are 
safe to visit, including 
strict cleaning regimes, 
extra space or safety 
screens between equip-
ment and additional sig-
nage to help users move 
safely around the build-
ings. 

Work has been carried 
out by the council’s build-
ing and facilities mainte-
nance team to put these 
measures in place to 
make the venues as safe 
as possible. 

Weekly checks will 
be carried out and any 
changes implemented 
where necessary to 
keep people safe and in 
response to any modi-
fication to Government 
guidelines.

Users must also book 
their sessions in advance 
to limit the number of 
people inside and ensure 
they’re following the lat-
est guidance when enter-

COUNTY LEISURE CENTRES 
TO REMAIN OPEN

Durham County Council has said that its leisure centres will 
remain open for fitness classes.

ing and leaving leisure 
centres and when inside. 

Members have wel-
comed the new measures 
and safe re-opening. 

During these finan-
cially uncertain times, 
the council is offering a 
non-contract member-
ship to new members 
with no joining fee. 

Available until 31st 
October, this will give peo-
ple the chance to access 
leisure centres and fit-
ness classes without 
being tied in when resi-
dents may have concerns 
around their finances. 

The council is also sup-
porting a range of activi-
ties across the county to 
encourage people to keep 
active and protect their 
health and wellbeing. 

Last week marked the 
start of Bike to School 
Week which celebrates 
cycling to school and the 
benefits of active travel 
for children. 

This could provide fam-
ilies with a great alterna-
tive to public transport 
during the pandemic, 
allowing them to stay 
healthy and safely dis-
tanced from others. 

The Northern Saints 
trail also provides oppor-
tunities for people to 
explore the region’s fasci-
nating history and enjoy 
the outdoors safely.  

For more information, 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk/leisure.


