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SEDGEFIELD CONSTITUENCY 
MP, Paul Howell, visited 
Ferryhill last Friday to 
congratulate the town 
on pulling together 3,500 

signatures for a petition 
asking for the reopening 
of Ferryhill Railway Sta-
tion and the Leamside 
Line to be prioritised by 

Durham County Council.  
The petition is one of 

the largest ever submit-
ted to the unitary author-
ity. It calls upon Durham 

County Council to review 
their transport and regen-
eration policies to include 

MP CONGRATULATES PETITIONERS
Ferryhill Town Mayor, Cllr Joe Makepeace with Paul Howell MP and petition signature gatherers, including deputy Mayor, Cllr Jacqueline Cansella.

THE ROYAL British Legion 
Poppy Appeal begins on 
Thursday 22nd October 
and poppies will be avail-
able at the following loca-
tions in the Ferryhill area:  

Wensley Convenience 
Store, Wensley Terrace; 
BP Petrol Station, Dean 
Road; Sainsbury’s Store, 
Brancepeth Road; Fer-
guson’s Fruit & Veg, and 
Ferrydec, Market Street.

If you wish to purchase 
a Poppy Wreath or make 
a donation to The Royal 
British Legion Poppy 
Appeal, contact Clare 
Metcalfe, your local Royal 
British Legion Poppy 
Appeal Organiser on 
01740 651089.

2020 POPPY 
APPEAL 
BEGINS
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Colin Cockburn
22nd October 2005

Love and miss you every day,
Your loving wife, Flo

xxx

In loving memory of my 
dear husband

Craig Anthony Porter
21.10.75 - 20.9.2013

Love you forever,
Mam & Dad

xxx

Remembering you Craig 
on this special day,

Wishing you were here 
with us and not so far 

away,
You will always be with us 

in everything we do,
And with this birthday 
wish comes all our love 

to you

Craig Anthony Porter
21.10.75 - 20.9.2013

Miss you,
Leah & Bill, Natalie & Michael, 

Ryan, Keira, Jude, Gracie, 
Millie & Evie

xxx

Birthday gifts are being 
sent on the wings of the 

Angels to where you 
went.

These gifts are of love, 
and things you can’t buy,

To celebrate your birthday 
spent up in the sky

Norma Vasey
7.10.1937 - 21.10.2019

Loving you and sadly missed,
Your nieces Brenda & Anita

It’s so hard to put on 
paper

The feelings we have 
inside,

Of two broken-hearted 
nieces

That have missed you 
since you died

No one knew that 
morning

What sorrow the night 
would bring

We only heard that you 
had gone

Too late to say goodbye

We did not see you close 
your eyes

Or hear your last faint sigh
But partings come and 

hearts are broken
And loved ones go with 

words unspoken

But deep in our hearts
There’s a memory kept

For a treasured aunt
We’ll never forget

Birthdays

Neave
23rd October

Lots of love on your 21st Birthday,
From Mam & Jake

x
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restore our station has 
lacked real parliamentary 
support and has gone 
unrecognised by DCC.

“Independent Coun-
cillors have instigated 
this petition, and thank-
fully Paul Howell MP 
has added his weight to 
ensure that the name of 
Ferryhill is heard in West-
minster, and the fight to 
reinstate our station is 
recognised.  

“DCC has the petition, 
they know what we want, 
and we now await their 
response.”

Councillor Makepeace 
added: “I would also like 
to thank all those who 
have helped both prac-
tically and behind the 
scenes in making this 
possible, and achieving 
this result which shows 
the strength of feeling in 
Ferryhill.  

“The fight to restore our 
train station goes on - 
hopefully we can now rely 
upon our County Council 
to support us, and cer-
tainly at Ferryhill Town 

Council we will continue 
to ensure that this issue 
maintains a high profile.”

Deputy Mayor, Council-
lor Jacqueline Cansella, 
said: “I’d like to say a sin-
cere thank you and well 
done to all who helped 
to make the petition to 
reopen Ferryhill Train 
Station a tremendous 
success. Every single 
person that signed it in 
person or online, every-
one that shared it, every 
business that took forms 
and encouraged people 
to sign, and all those who 
helped to collect signa-
tures around the town 
and beyond.  

“Re-opening the train 
station here would not 
only mean better trans-
port links to and from 
Ferryhill, but would also 
help to put our town back 
on the map.”

Due to the large number 
of signatures, the petition 
may be considered by 
Durham County Council 
in due course.

the reinstatement of the 
railway station at Ferryhill, 
which has been closed for 
a number of decades. 

Ferryhill sits on numer-
ous rail lines, including 
the Stillington Line, which 
could be used to travel 
south into Teesside. 

The Leamside Line 
was mothballed in 1992 
but, if brought back into 
use, would provide travel 
northwards, and possi-
bly even link to the Metro 
Line in Tyneside. 

The rail link would 
potentially provide 
cleaner, more sustainable 
transport across County 
Durham and beyond.  

Campaigners argue that 
it would ease congestion 
on the A1(M) and East 
Coast Main Line, and that 
there is a strong business 
case for the re-opening of 
Ferryhill Railway Station.

Councillor Joe Make-
peace, Town Mayor of 
Ferryhill, said: “For dec-
ades now, the fight to 

3,500 SIGNATURES FOR TRAIN PETITION
Cllr David Farry and Deputy Mayor, Cllr Jacqueline Cansella hand the peition in to Durham County Council.

FREE Legal Surgery
Every Thursday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(30 minutes free)
Family and Children - Disputes - Property - Wills  
Powers of Attorney - Commercial - Employment 

Personal Injury - Charities
1 Parker Terrace, Ferryhill, County Durham, DL17 8JY

Please contact the office on 
01740 657444

ferryhill@evansco.co.uk

Established 1982www.walkertyres.co.uk

Great Deals on New Tyres 
Free Fitting, New Valve, Balance and Scrap Disposal

Huge Selection of Quality Used Tyres for Car, Van and 4x4

Spennymoor 01388 811468
Mobile Tyre Fitting (07931 526 741)

Alignment, Servicing, Brakes, Exhausts, Springs, 
Shock Absorbers, Batteries etc. 

All major credit cards accepted

Walker Tyres Ltd, Compound 4, Tudhoe Ind. Est. DL16 6TL

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

Spennymoor: Charles Street, DL16 7LG. 
Call 01388 420276
Ferryhill: Lazarus House, Linden Road, DL17 8BD. 
Call 01740 650558
Newton Aycliffe: Cobblers Hall, DL5 4SE. 

Call 01325 319519

www.gfs.uk.com

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family 
Funeral Directors

24 hour personal service

Private chapels of rest 
Mercedes Benz Fleet

Bespoke Funeral Plans

Never knowingly undersold

FROM PAGE 1

FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

To advertise in 
the Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter
and its sister papers, 
the Bishop Press, 
Shildon & District Town Crier
and Spennymoor News 
T: 01388 775 896
M: 07909 992 731
E: chapter@swd.news

facebook.com/ferryhillandchiltonchapter

Chiropodist / 
Podiatrist

(Mobile)
HCPC Registered

Fully Insured
Available for home visits

General Foot Care 
Ingrowing Toe Nails | Nail Cuts | 
Verrucae | Corns | Fungal Nail | 

Callus Removal

07980 990 172



4

For more news from Ferryhill, Chilton and South West Durham visit: www.swd.news Friday 23rd October 2020

   
  

 



5

Friday 23rd October 2020 For more news from Ferryhill, Chilton and South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

October) at a cost of £1 
each, and are available to 
purchase from Seconds 
Out Boxing Academy, Fer-
ryhill Indoor Bowling Club 
and Ferryhill Town Hall 
(10am until 2pm on Mon-
days and Fridays only).

Many local councilors 
will also be helping out by 
selling tickets.

Any local businesses, 
who are also able to 
assist, and want to help 
spread a little joy by help-

ing to sell tickets, can 
contact Karen at the Town 
Hall on 01740 652157.

The Prize Draw will take 
place on Monday, 7th 
December.  

Residents are urged to 
buy their tickets early to 
avoid disappointment.

Town Mayor, Councillor 
Joe Makepeace said: “It 
has been a difficult year 
for so very many peo-
ple, and I just wanted to 
be able to spread a little 

TICKETS ARE now on sale 
for Ferryhill Town Coun-
cil’s first ever Christmas 
Prize Draw. 

Three lucky winners will 
each receive a cash prize, 
with 50% of the proceeds 
also going towards the 
Town Mayor’s chosen 
local good causes; Sec-
onds Out Boxing Acad-
emy and Ferryhill Indoor 
Bowling Club.

Tickets have been on 
sale since Monday (19th 

FERRYHILL TOWN MAYOR CHRISTMAS PRIZE DRAW

Tickets for the Mayor’s Christmas Draw are on sale now.

SAM
PLE

Christmas joy. 
“Hopefully, this prize 

draw will do just that, 
providing three lucky win-
ners with a cash prize in 
time for Christmas, while 
also raising money for 
two local good causes.”

For more information 
about the Mayor’s Christ-
mas Prize Draw, contact 
Karen Younghusband on 
01740 652157 or email  
kyounghusband@ferryhill. 
gov.uk.

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541
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poetry corner
Fun with Groups

By John Harbron

Shadows and Beatles

Eagles and Byrds

Animals and Monkees

U2 could be Herd.

Beach Boys, Backstreet Boys, Boys II Men

Kings of Leon playing with Queen,

Who is playing with Thin Lizzy?

New York Dolls or a Rascal who’s Dizzee.

Destiny Child, Coldplay with Toys,

Simply Red, and Blue and Pet Shop Boys,

The Rolling Stones, all a Blur

Seekers and Searchers know The Cure.

ELO needing AC/DC

To open the Doors and be set Free.

It’s Status Quo for Bananarama 

and One Direction to Nirvana.

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Chapter is 
delivered to 
around 
8,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

The Ambassadors 
are delighted to have 
received replies from 
PCSO Woods and the 
Neighbour Warden team.  

In response to the chil-
dren’s concerns about 
unsafe roads, the police 
have also carried out 
speed watch activities in 
the area.

PCSO Woods informed 
the Ambassadors that, 
“Between approximately 
14.00 and 14.30hrs on 
Saturday 17th October, 
68 vehicles passed us 
travelling on Wood Lane 
towards Cleves Avenue, a 
30 miles per hour speed 
limit. 

“The vast majority (55 
vehicles) were observed 
travelling at 30mph or 
less. 

“A further ten were 
recorded at between 

31-35mph and then 
another three at speeds 
above 36mph who will, in 
due course, receive warn-
ing letters in the post out-
lining the circumstances. 

“These figures will be 
recorded on our systems 
to factor in any long term 
measures to be impli-
cated. 

“Please pass on my 
thanks to the children 
for passing on their con-
cerns.” 

The Ambassadors for 
Community Change will 
continue their Mini PACT 
meetings and will keep 
working with everyone 
to bring about positive 
changes in their commu-
nity.

The Ambassadors said, 
“We will keep everyone 
updated with all develop-
ments.”

THIS YEAR, the Ferry-
hill and Chilton Ambas-
sadors for Community 
Change have had to 
adapt their Mini PACT 
meetings and move 
online.

This term, Cleves Cross 
Primary Ambassadors 
sent a video to Val Wat-
son, PACT Chair, which 
outlined other children’s 
concerns and raised 
some important issues. 

These included, 
speeding cars, anti-so-
cial behaviour in play-
ing fields including 
fires being deliberately 
started, littering and dog 
fouling. 

Val then got busy con-
tacting those partners 
and organisations who 
could help the Ambassa-
dors address their con-
cerns.

MINI PACT MEETINGS MOVE ONLINE

As a result of the concerns of Ferryhill and Chilton Ambassadors, police carried out speed watch 
activities on Wood Lane, with three vehicles recorded travelling over 36mph in a 30mph zone.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign
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great quality green open 
spaces on their doorstep, 
Ferryhill Town Council 
joined other Green Flag 
organisations across 
the country to mark the 
occasion by turning the 
Town Hall green.

The Green Flag Award 
scheme, managed by 
environmental charity 
Keep Britain Tidy, under 
licence from the Ministry 
of Housing, Communi-
ties and Local Govern-
ment, recognises and 
rewards well-managed 
parks and green spaces, 
setting the benchmark 
standard for their man-
agement across the 
United Kingdom and 
around the world.

Commenting on Ferry-
hill Town Council’s suc-
cess in achieving four 
Green Flag Awards this 
year, Keep Britain Tidy 
Chief Executive Allison 
Ogden-Newton OBE said:

 “This year, more than 
ever, our parks and green 
spaces have been a life-
line and we know that 
millions of people have 
used them to relax, meet 

friends, exercise or sim-
ply escape for a short 
time.

“It is testament to the 
incredible dedication and 
hard work of staff and 
volunteers who, despite 
the challenges this year 
has presented, have still 
managed to achieve the 
highest international 
standards demanded by 
the Green Flag Award.”

Ferryhill Town Mayor, 
Councillor Joe Make-
peace said: “To celebrate 
achieving four Green 
Flag Awards this year, 
Ferryhill Town Council 
proudly joined other win-
ners around the country 
to light up their facilities 
in green.  

“Ferryhill Town Hall 
turned green for three 
consecutive nights from 
the 14th to the 16th 
October to join the wave 
of green light spread-
ing across the country, 
demonstrating its sup-
port for every high qual-
ity green space, and the 
fantastic staff and vol-
unteers that continue to 
maintain them.”

THE SURTEES Doorstep 
Green, Duncombe Cem-
etery, Mainsforth Sports 
Complex and the King 
George V Playing Field 
in Ferryhill have all been 
recognised this year by 
the Green Flag Award 
Scheme, as being four of 
the very best facilities in 
the UK. 

The facilities are 
among a record-break-
ing 2,000 UK parks and 
green spaces across 
the Country that have 
received this year’s pres-
tigious award, which is 
the international mark 
of quality for parks and 
open spaces.

In a year when millions 
of people have recog-
nised the value of having 

GREEN FLAG AWARDS FOR FERRYHILL
Ferryhill Town Hall was turned green for three consecutive nights in recognition of its Green Flag awards.

“DON’T FEEL like peo-
ple won’t believe you, 
don’t feel like nobody 
will understand, there is 
always someone who will 
listen and help.”

That is the message 
from two courageous 
victims who saw their 
abuser jailed for 13 years 
yesterday.

Carl Smailes, 37, sub-
jected his victims to hor-
rendous sexual assaults, 
often plying them with 
alcohol first.

Smailes, of Keats Road, 
Chilton, was charged 
with rape and two counts 
of sexual assault on a 
female under 16.

He was found guilty 
after a trial on October 
8th and sentenced to 13 
years in prison at Durham 
Crown Court.

Smailes was also 
handed an indefinite 
Sexual Harm Prevention 
Order and his victims 
were granted restraining 
orders.

His victims, who have 
lifetime anonymity, said 
they would never be able 
to forget the abuse they 
suffered but wanted to 
encourage other victims 
to come forward.

They said: “Don’t feel 
like people won’t believe 
you, don’t feel like nobody 

THIRTEEN YEARS FOR RAPIST
Carl Smailes, 37, from Chilton, has been jailed for 13 years.

will understand, there is 
always someone who will 
listen and help.

“Call the police, speak 
to your GP, call a support 
helpline or speak to a 
family member or friend, 
even just a small chat will 
help.

“Nothing will take away 
what your abuser did to 
you but talking will lift a 
weight from your shoul-
ders.”

Acting Detective Ser-
geant, Dan Young, who 
led the investigation, 
praised the victims for 
their courage.

He said: “This has been 
a crime whereby Smailes 
has targeted his victims 
when they were at their 
most vulnerable.

“The victims showed 
huge courage in stand-
ing up to Smailes and 
confronting the man who 
they describe ruined a 
part of their lives.

“Their strength in 
standing up against their 
abuser and seeing justice 
served is a testament to 
their strength and may 
help others in a similar 
situation to speak out.”

To report any offence, 
call 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 
555 111. In an emergency 
call 999.

MEIKLES SOLICITORS
8 North Street, Market Place, Ferryhill

Telephone : 01740 652811
Email : ferryhillreception@

meikles-solicitors.co.uk
FOR ALL LEGAL MATTERS

Accident and Injury Claims – Employment
House Sales & Purchases – Wills and Probate

Child Care Cases – Matrimonial – Crime
Established over 75 years

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

TAXIS
SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping
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Carpenter who also was 
Head Coach. 

The club has produced 
more than 20 interna-
tional Waterpolo players 
and have been eight-time 
national age group cham-
pions. Members have rep-
resented the North East 
region as well as both 
England and Great Brit-
ain. 

George retired and 
passed over the reins 
to current Head Coach, 
Adam Woods in 2017.  

Adam and his commit-
ted group of experienced 
coaches and committee 
members have run the 
club ever since. 

Adam is a swimming 
coach who has played 
waterpolo for GB Tal-
ent Squad, and has also 
previously scooped a 
top national prize, being 
awarded Young Coach of 
the Year at the UK Coach-
ing Awards in 2014.

The club has been based 
between Newton Aycliffe 
and Spennymoor Leisure 
Centres with members 
aged from eight years to 
adult, consisting of both 
male and female play-
ers, despite many people 
thinking it’s a male sport. 

Despite these unprec-
edented times, the club 
is still aiming to sub-
mit a men’s team in the 
National League in 2021. 

Waterpolo promotes 
teamwork, physical fit-
ness and can support 
wellbeing as well as many 
other skills and benefits. 

Being an ex-player 

myself, I know how grate-
ful I am to the club for the 
skills and the opportuni-
ties I was provided with. 

These included compet-
ing in games regionally, 
nationally and interna-
tionally; opportunities 
that developed me per-
sonally and in my career 
to date, and I have made 
some fantastic friends 
along the way. 

But don’t just take my 
word for it, I wanted you to 
hear from another mem-
bers too. 

I spoke to 18-year-old 
Matthew Taylor, who has 
been a member of the 
club for eight years. 

We discussed the main 
benefits to the sport and 
what doors it can open for 
the future. 

Matthew has played 
since he was 10, and 
trains between four and 
five times a week. He 
expressed that water 
polo has taught him how 
to communicate with all 
different types of people 
and provided him with 
goals to work towards. 

A regular training ses-
sion consists of an hour 
of swimming, followed by 
20 minutes leg work, 20 
minutes of passing drills 
and finally 20 minutes of 
shooting drills. 

Waterpolo, has given 
Matthew the opportunity 
to play regionally for the 
North East in the National 
Waterpolo League, and 
his ambition is to make 
it into the Great Britain 
squad.

BEING AN ex-player of 
Sedgefield Waterpolo Club, 
reports journalism stu-
dent, Jess Webb, I wanted 
to welcome the club back 
to training at Newton 
Aycliffe Leisure Centre. 

The club returned to the 
pool in mid-August, with 
members full of enthu-
siasm and raring to get 
back into their love of the 
game. 

It’s no denying the club 
have had some initial 
challenges to get up and 
running again during this 
unprecedented time of 
sporting restrictions, but 
I had every faith that the 
committee members, 
coaches and members 
working in partnership 
would succeed, and they 
didn’t disappoint. 

In a short space of time 
they have successfully 
put an action plan in 
place to be able to adhere 
to Swim England and 
Durham County Council 
Covid-19 guidance and 
procedures to promote 
and work to ensure the 
safety of all club mem-
bers. 

For those who haven’t 
been aware of the club’s 
existence until now, I 
wanted to provide some 
background and explain 
the benefits of playing the 
sport.  

Sedgefield Waterpolo 
Club was founded in 1997 
with the support of the 
Swim Club and was run 
for nearly 20 years by 
former record breaking 
Waterpolo player, George 

THE MULTIPLE BENEFITS OF WATERPOLO 

Left to right: Head Coach Adam Woods with players, Matthew Taylor, Amelia Henderson and Thomas Forrest
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Thirteen-year-old Ame-
lia Henderson has played 
waterpolo for about five 
years, and trains three 
times a week. 

She said she enjoys  
being able to play with 
the friends she has made 
there, as well as staying 
active at the same time. 

Amelia also said she 
likes competing in water-
polo competitions and 
the thrill it gives her being 
part of a winning team.

Ten-year-old Thomas 
Forrest started playing for 
the club two years ago. 

Thomas said he had 
learned to swim but was 
bored with just swimming 
up and down the lanes. 
He said his brother, who 
is the Head Coach of the 
club, had suggested giv-
ing waterpolo a try.

“I loved it from the start,” 
said Thomas. “I had my 
first competition in 2019 

and scored two goals 
against Sheffield. 

“I was nine but playing 
in under 12 age group and 
I was the youngest on the 
team. I love playing polo 
and I will play it for ever”.

Thomas said that he has 
learnt all about playing in 
a team and how impor-
tant it is to be part of a 
team. He also said he has 
become stronger and fit-
ter and that he looks for-
ward to and enjoys every 
session he goes to, and 
that he has made lots of 
friends in the club.

The club is always on 
the lookout to welcome 
any new members who 
are good swimmers and 
committed and passion-
ate about playing in a 
team sport alongside 
some of the best players 
in the North East.  

So if you, or your child 
are interested in joining 
the club and improv-
ing strength and fit-
ness whilst learning a 
new sport, don’t hesi-
tate to email the club at  
sedgefieldwp@hotmail. 
com.  

Arrangements can then 
be made for a free trial 
session to try out this 
compelling sport. You 
must be able to swim at 
least 25 metres and are 
confident swimming and 
treading in deep water. 

The club look forward to 
seeing you there!


