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JOY ALLEN, Labour’s 
Police and Crime Com-
missioner Candidate has 
launched a survey follow-
ing resurgence of crime 
following lockdown. 

Latest figures show 
that violent crime has 
increased by a quarter 
over the past year. While 
some crimes decreased 
during lockdown, they 

are largely back at lev-
els seen before the pan-
demic. 

The police are having 
to deal with crime rising 
again at the same time 

as their staff are off with 
the virus or shielding, as 
well as having to police 
the increasing range of 

SURVEY LAUNCHED TO DISCOVER TRUE 
PICTURE OF CRIME ACROSS COUNTY

Joy Allen (centre), Labour’s Police and Crime Commissioner candidate has launched a survey following a resurgence of crime after 
lockdown.

“At the 
Cenotaph, only 
representatives 
from the RBL, 
SSAFA and 
veterans local to 
Bishop Auckland 
will be gathered. 

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Town Council, in partner-
ship with the Royal Brit-
ish Legion and 8th Bat-
talion the Rifles, would 
usually be very busy 
organising the annual 
Remembrance Sunday 
Service and Parade, how-
ever due to the ongoing 
Coronavirus pandemic 
the service and parade 
are not able to take place 
in their usual format.

LIMITED 
REMEMBRANCE 
SERVICE 
THIS YEAR

A spokesperson for 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Council said: “As a town, 
with help from SSAFA 
(Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen 
and Families Associa-
tion) and Royal British 
Legion, we celebrated 
and remembered VE Day, 
D-Day and VJ Day 2020 
at a distance and we will 
be doing the same for 
Remembrance Sunday 
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Bishop Press cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Bishop Press  

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

As well as the commu-
nity museum, there is a 
host of activities taking 
place throughout the fes-
tival including recorded 
and live online talks, films 
and film clips, photogra-
phy competitions, crafts, 
online galleries, and her-
itage attractions to visit 
across the HAZ areas.

Bishop Auckland Cine 
Secrets will take place 
on Facebook daily at 
12pm from Monday, 26th 
October to Sunday, 1st 
November, bringing a 
slice of Bishop Auckland 
to life through video clips 
from the vaults of the 
North East Film Archive. 

Budding photographers, 
aged up to 18, are being 
asked to take pictures 
linked to the Stockton 
and Darlington Railway 
on a walk, a museum visit 
or using imagination and 
interpretation.

Entries for the com-
petition should be sent 
before the closing date of 
Sunday, 1st November to 
Trish Pemberton, chair of 
Friends of the Stockton 
& Darlington Railway, at 
trish.pemberton@btconn 
ect.com.

Due to Coronavirus, and 
to ensure the safety of 
those enjoying the fes-
tival, a large part of this 

year’s programme will be 
held online with a host of 
virtual content. 

Any activities which 
are being held in person 
will have social distanc-
ing and safety measures 
implemented at all times, 
in line with the current 
government guidance at 
the time.

Many of the events 
are free, some require 
booking and a lot can be 
accessed anytime online 
or via Facebook.

The festival has been 
made possible by work-
ing with a wide range 
of partners across the 
two Heritage Action 
Zones, including Bishop 
FM, Locomotion, The 
Auckland Project, Head 
of Steam Museum and 
many more.

To receive a full digital 
programme for the fes-
tival, email bishopauck 
landhaz@durham.gov.uk 
or richard.starrs@darling 
ton.gov.uk.

Many of the events can 
be access on Facebook 
at @BishopAucklandHAZ 
and @FriendsoftheStock 
ton&DarlingtonRailway. 

More information about 
the Bishop Auckland Her-
itage Action Zone can be 
found at www.durham.
gov.uk/haz.

BISHOP AUCKLAND Her-
itage Action Zone (HAZ) 
has teamed up with the 
Stockton and Darlington 
Railway HAZ to bring the 
History and Heritage Fes-
tival 2020. 

Running from Friday, 
23rd October to Sunday, 
1st November, the festi-
val celebrates the wider 
history of the North East 
with a programme of 
around 50 events that will 
bring to life the rich herit-
age of Bishop Auckland 
and the birthplace of the 
railway. 

This is the second 
annual festival for Bishop 
Auckland, and, by work-
ing in partnership with 
its neighbouring HAZ and 
the Friends of the Stock-
ton & Darlington Railway, 
the event will not only cel-
ebrate the history of the 
area but also the 26 miles 
of the Stockton and  Dar-
lington Railway.

The theme for this 
year’s History and Herit-
age festival is ‘people and 
place’, with events and 
activities to celebrate 
the people who shaped 
the history of the region’s 
places while uncovering 
how those places have 
also been shaped over 
the years by their com-
munities.

As part of the festival, 
the two HAZs have been 
creating a “community 
museum” of pictures of 
memorabilia related to 
the town and railway.

Submissions for the 
museum include pro-
motional material from 
baking powder company 
Lingford’s, a household 
name from Bishop Auck-
land, and memorabilia 
relating to the Mechan-
ics’ Institute on Victoria 
Avenue in the town in 
1909.

Stockton and Darling-
ton Railway HAZ has also 
been collecting submis-
sions relating to the rail-
way and its branch lines, 
with a particular empha-
sis on the celebrations 
for the 100th anniversary 
in 1925. 

The community 
museum will be available 
to view online throughout 
the festival, either at the 
council’s HAZ web page 
or at Bishop Auckland 
HAZ’s Facebook page. 

Submissions are still 
open for those who wish 
to share any historical 
memorabilia. 

A photograph of items 
with some words describ-
ing the pieces can be 
sent to  bishopauckland-
haz@durham.gov.uk

HISTORY AND HERITAGE FESTIVAL RETURNS

Cllr John Clare, Durham County Council’s Cabinet support member for economic regeneration; Annalisa Ward, Bishop Auckland Heritage 
Action Zone project manager at Durham County Council; Trish Pemberton, chair of Friends of the Stockton & Darlington Railway and 
member of the Stockton and Darlington Railway Rail Heritage Board; Richard Starrs project manager for the Stockton and Darlington 
Railway Heritage Action Zone, at Locomotion in Shildon.
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The Cleaners

Family run business

some children, it was 
the first time they had 
engaged with other young 
people since the begin-
ning of lockdown.

“Our organisation 
received covid emer-
gency funding which 
was used for face-to-face 
activities.”

Daisy Arts also run 
weekly craft sessions for 
adults at the No. 42 gal-
lery in Bishop Auckland, 
on Friday mornings. 

Since Christmas is now 
approaching, the North-
East based Feeding Fam-
ilies charity which covers 
Northumberland, Tyne 
and Wear, County Durham 
and Cleveland, is cur-
rently open for families 
to apply for a Christmas 
hamper. 

As stated on the web-
site, applications opened 
on October 6th and will be 
available until November 
30th.  

Juliet Sanders, CEO of 
Feeding Families con-
firmed they had been 
delivering to homes in 
Bishop Auckland.

The charity was founded 
in 2017 and delivered over 
3,000 Christmas hampers 
in 2019 and over 50,000 
meals so far during 2020. 

Since many events have 
now moved online, a vir-
tual Christmas Fayre, 
organised by Danielle 
Louise Jackman from 
Newton Aycliffe, has been 
set up on Facebook to 
help lift people’s spirits. 

The page is named ‘Vir-
tual Chrimbo Fayre 2020’ 
and at the time of writing 
has around one thousand 
members. 

Among sellers from 
other locations on the 
page, there are busi-
nesses in the fayre based 
in Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon, most of which 
are small, working-from-
home businesses, accord-
ing to Ms Jackman.

Bishop Auckland based 
sellers involved, include 
Stassy Marie, owner of 
Treasures for Tinies, 
Samantha Barber, owner 
of Queen Bee Custom 
Prints, Bonnie Williams, 
owner of Cute Creations, 
Tracy Smith, owner of 
Santa Is Coming and 
Anthony Smith, who 
owns Munchbox. 

If you are involved in a 
service which is serving 
the community through 
the pandemic, please 
let us know by emailing 
bishop@swd.news.

IN THE past few months, 
areas within South West 
Durham have seen the 
launch of many com-
munity projects and ini-
tiatives, reports Abbey 
Warne, while some 
that existed before the 
Covid-19 pandemic have 
amended their services in 
order to continue serving 
the community. 

These have ranged 
from doorstep giftbags 
created by Daisy Arts, a 
community arts organ-
isation based in Bishop 
Auckland, to hampers 
and meals provided by 
Feeding Families, a North 
East based charity. 

Managing director of 
Daisy Arts, Jane Crawford 
said: “We created door-
step giftbags, activity 
packs for families, and 
journal packs for teenag-
ers to write their thoughts 
down or to do their own 
artwork in.

“We also did three 
weeks of theatrical sum-
mer school during the 
summer.”

The summer school 
was held in Bishop Auck-
land, Shildon and on the 
final week, at Low Barns 
Nature Reserve.

She continued: “For 

COMMUNITY SERVICES HELPING
RESIDENTS THROUGH PANDEMIC

restrictions. 
The survey hopes to 

build a true picture of 
crime across the force 
area and establish resi-
dents’ police and crime 
priorities.

The survey asks people 
about their experience of 
crime, particularly during 
the pandemic, and how 
incidents were dealt with. 

It covers specific areas 
of concern such as rural 
crime and road safety. 

It also seeks views on 
what people’s priorities 
are at the moment for the 
police.

Joy Allen, a Police and 
Crime Commissioner Can-
didate, said: “As frontline 
key workers the police do 
a fantastic job of keeping 
us safe. 

“But crime has changed 
dramatically during the 
pandemic and I want 
to hear how people feel 
about crime, antisocial 
behaviour and road safety 
in their area. 

“Cyber crime has sky-
rocketed and that’s very 
concerning.

“Criminals have been 
exploiting the Covid pan-
demic by targeting social 
media users and online 
account holders to steal 
money and personal 

details.
“Talking to residents 

across County Durham 
and Darlington there is a 
growing concern about 
road safety and speeding 
vehicles. 

“Surprisingly despite 
the lockdown earlier this 
year the number of peo-
ple killed on our roads 
between January and July 
remained the same as the 
previous year.

“I am keen to hear if peo-
ple have been a victim of 
crime but haven’t reported 
it and to understand why 
not. 

“It’s vital people report 
crime to the Police as this 
influences where Police 
resources are deployed as 
well as giving a true pic-
ture of crime in the area.   

“Covid restrictions are 
making traditional ways 
of talking with people very 
difficult but I want to reach 
out and listen to what the 
residents of County Dur-
ham and Darlington want 
from their police service 
and what concerns them 
most. 

“The results of this 
survey will ensure their 
voices are heard when 
I set out my police and 
crime priorities.”

The survey can be found 
here bit.ly/JoyAllenCrime-
Survey.

TAKE PART IN CRIME SURVEY
FROM PAGE 1

Daisy Arts runs Covid-safe adult craft sessions on Friday mornings.
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IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting 

- Electrical Installation, 
NAPIT Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

officers continue to visit 
premises on evenings 
and weekends and any 
premises or person not 
complying with the rules 
could face a fine of £1,000 
or closure, depending on 
the severity of the breach. 

Joanne Waller, Durham 
County Council’s head 
of community protec-
tion services, said: “It is 
incredibly disappointing 
to see an increase in the 
number of venues fail-
ing to abide by the latest 
restrictions as the weeks 
go on. These measures 
apply to everyone and 
by complying with them 
we can help to stop the 
spread of the virus and 
save lives

“Premises must ensure 
that they are providing 
table service only, are 
closing at 10pm, have 
the necessary track and 
trace requirements in 
place, make sure that 
social distancing rules 
are being adhered to and 
ask their staff and cus-
tomers to wear face cov-
erings. 

“By following those 
clear rules, businesses 

can continue to operate 
safely and we would like 
to thank the majority of 
premises which are doing 
so. However, we will 
continue to take action 
against premises which 
are failing to comply, until 
they are able to prove 
that they have appropri-
ate measures in place 
to protect their staff and 
customers.” 

Under current restric-
tions, residents must not 
socialise with people out-
side of their own house-
hold or support bubbles 
in any indoor setting, 
including in pubs and res-
taurants. 

People are also advised 
to only use public trans-
port for essential pur-
poses, such as travelling 
to school or work and 
not to socialise with peo-
ple outside of their own 
households in any public 
venue. 

Anyone with symptoms 
of coronavirus should get 
tested as soon as possi-
ble. For more information 
visit the council’s web-
site: www.durham.gov.
uk/covid19testandtrace. 

BUSINESSES ACROSS 
County Durham have  
been reminded that they 
must comply with the lat-
est coronavirus rules, or 
face action.

The warning came as 
five venues across the 
county, including Bish-
op’s Sports Bar in Bishop 
Auckland were issued 
with direction orders and 
told they must immedi-
ately close for failing to 
abide by the latest meas-
ures. 

Following a serious 
breach of restrictions 
which are aimed at 
preventing the further 
spread of the virus, Dur-
ham County Council’s 
community protection 
team ordered Bishop’s 
Sports Bar, Le Raaj at 
Chester Moor, The Glend-
enning Arms at Witton 
Gilbert, The Cherry Tree 
at Ouston and Peterlee 
Labour Club to close for 
at least seven days from 
Friday 16th October, or 
until the local authority 
is satisfied that they can 
operate in a coronavirus 
secure way.

Community protection 

COVID BREACH FORCES BAR CLOSURE
Bishop’s Sports Bar was among the venues ordered to close by Community Protection officers. 

Miffed at cinema mystery
Is it just me, or is anybody else wondering what happened 
to the new cinema, restaurants, bowling alley etc. at St 
Helen Auckland? 
It was meant to have started last October, so Coronavirus 
can’t be used as an excuse and what a surprise - nothing! 
Instead of a nearly completed cinema complex there is still  
nothing but tons of unshifted rubble. 
This has dragged on since the football pitch was built. We 
should be told the truth. Why hasn’t it happened? Why is it 
being swept under the carpet?
I would like a reply to this query. I have sent an email to the 
MP but had no response.
I’m really miffed. 

Steven Eastland, 
by email

Letters to the Editor...
Email: bishop@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Bishop Press, 3-4 First Floor Offices, 
Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

Classifieds For Sale
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 07909 992731 
or email bishop@swd.news.

Curved STAIRLIFT for sale. 
Price negotiable. 
Ring 01833 695 577 or text 
07746 372 683.

POLICE ARE urging peo-
ple to think carefully 
about the dangers of 
inhaling “laughing gas” 
after empty canisters 
have been noticed litter-
ing some areas of Bishop 
Auckland.

The small canisters 
of Nitrous Oxide are 
extremely dangerous and 
can pose both immedi-
ate and long-term health 
risks to users.

Drug Intervention Coor-
dinator Sarah Norman 
said: “We want to remind 
people that inhaling 
Nitrous Oxide can be very 
dangerous.

“It can result in uncon-
sciousness and ulti-
mately suffocation due to 
the lack of oxygen.

Regular use of Nitrous 
Oxide can also lead to a 
deficiency of B12, result-
ing in severe nerve dam-
age which can impact on 
mobility.”

For more information 
about Nitrous Oxide, visit  
www.talktofrank.com/ 
drug/nitrous-oxide.

The Bishop Auckland 
Alcohol Partnership is 
asking residents to take 
part in a survey around 
the issue. If you are inter-
ested in taking part, visit  
www.surveymonkey.co.uk 
/r/LSCJ7MR

To report any suspi-
cious behaviour around 
the misuse of Nitrous 
Oxide or the inappropri-
ate sale of canisters, call 
101.

POLICE WARN OF ‘LAUGHING 
GAS’ DANGERS IN BISHOP

@bishoppress
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PAST PRESIDENT of the 
Rotary Club of Bishop 
Auckland, Bill Robson 
has completed the walk 
from Witton Park to the 
River Tees at Stockton 
along the original track 
bed of the Stockton and 
Darlington Railway. 

He was accompanied by 
fellow Rotarian and Past 
President, Tony Sander-
son and John Raw, a 
member of the Friends of 
Stockton and Darlington 
Railway.

Bill was doing the walk 
as a fund raising effort 
for the End Polio Now 
appeal, which has been 
a focus for Rotary Inter-
national in partnership 
with the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation for sev-
eral years. 

He hopes to collect 
£500 in sponsorship, 
which the Gates Founda-
tion will match with twice 
that amount. 

The latest milestone 

BILL WALKS RAILWAY ROUTE

Former President of the Rotary Club of Bishop Auckland, Bill 
Robson (left) with John Raw of the Friends of S&DR.

achieved has been that 
Africa has been declared 
Wild Polio free this year.

Bill said: “John Raw 
acted as an enthusias-
tic and knowledgeable 
guide throughout the 
walk, which has been 
supported by Peter Bain-
bridge of the Friends of 
Stockton and Darlington 
Railway and many of their 
members. 

“From Witton Park, 
West Auckland, Brus-
selton, Shildon, Aycliffe, 
Heighington, Darlington, 
Middleton St. George and 
on to Stockton, the route 
shows a wide range of 
memorabilia from stone 
sleeper blocks and cul-
verts to magnificent 
buildings.”

2025 is the 200th anni-
versary of the founding 
of the S&DR and prepa-
rations are being made 
to have access to walk-
ing and cycling along the 
length of the route.

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

Bellwoods Windows and Doors

15 year guarantee on all UPVC frames and glass
Find us on Facebook. Free quotations.

Tel: 01388 205 670 
Email: davebellwood1@aol.co.uk

Chilton based GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

at 3 o’clock raise a glass 
‘to the fallen’. 

“If you can make a dona-
tion to the Poppy Appeal, 
please do either online or 
into a collection tin. 

“It means the Military 
Charities can continue 
to look after our service 
personnel, veterans and 
their families in their time 
of need”. 

Mayor of Bishop Auck-
land, Councillor Joy Allen 
added: “For this year, we 
need to observe Remem-
brance Sunday differently 
to protect the most vul-
nerable members of our 
community. 

“We are all very dis-
appointed that we have 
had to cancel the Bishop 
Auckland Remembrance 
Sunday Parade and Ser-
vice, as it is an important 
event that allows us to 
reflect on those who have 
made the greatest sacri-
fice. 

“However this does not 
mean that the they shall 
be forgotten, we ask peo-
ple to pay their respects 
at home, talk to their 
children about the impor-
tance of the day, decorate 

their windows and even 
visit the cenotaph at a dif-
ferent time.  

“We know it is not the 
same, but we need to be 
mindful of gatherings, 
and observe social dis-
tancing to ensure that we 
don’t put anyone at risk 
so that when we can all 
come back together to 
mark occasions such as 
this, no one is missing”.

The Town Council 
spokesperson added: 
“Even though we are una-
ble to bring the commu-
nity together to remem-
ber those we have lost, 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Council are dedicated to 
helping and supporting 
the community to help 
the town flourish. 

“We have opened the 
applications for our 
Community Fund so that 
your group or project can 
apply for up to £500.

“More information can 
be found online at bishop 
auckland-tc.gov.uk. 

“For any further infor-
mation contact the Town 
Council on 01388 207110 
or email council@bishop 
auckland-tc.gov.uk”.

this November. 
“At the cenotaph, on 

Sunday 8th November, 
only representatives from 
the Royal British Legion, 
SSAFA and the veterans 
local to Bishop Auckland 
will be gathered to pay 
their respects. 

“We ask that all other 
members of the public, 
organisations and groups 
wanting to lay wreaths 
do so after 11am on the 
8th November and before 
9am on Wednesday 11th 
November to reduce the 
numbers gathered”.

Mike Donne President 
of SSAFA Durham and 
Ruth Wright Royal British 
Legion, Bishop Auckland 
Branch Secretary have 
said: “Like so many things 
in 2020 Remembrance 
will be different. 

“We encourage every-
one to remember those 
who made the supreme 
sacrifice, the wounded 
and their families in a dif-
ferent way this year.

“Put a poppy in your win-
dow, observe the 2-min-
ute silence at home and 

LIMITED REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

Deputy Lord Lieutenant Dr Robert McManners OBE, Cllr Joy Allen, Mayor of Bishop Auckland with local 
veterans and piper Arthur Middleton at Bishop Auckland VJ Day service in August organised by Royal 
British Legion and SSAFA. 

FROM PAGE 1
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Wear face 
coverings
in all shops.
You must wear a face covering  
when shopping, unless you have  
good reason not to.
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A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN

HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Mark Readman, Durham 
County Council’s high-
ways services manager, 
said: “With the temper-
atures now starting to 
drop, it’s important to be 
prepared for icy condi-
tions on both our roads 
and footpaths. 

“This year, it is more 
important than ever to 
keep our key workers 
moving during periods of 
bad weather and to ena-
ble us to make essential 
journeys. 

“We have already been 
out in the high Pennines 
on 1st October for our 
first frost covering of 
the winter and the team 
is ready and waiting to 
further assist our resi-
dents over the coming  
months.”

Each of the county’s 40 
power gritters are also 
fitted with 360-degree 
cameras to help improve 
safety and provide up to 
date information on the 

latest weather condi-
tions. 

Residents can also fol-
low @DurhamCouncil 
and the hashtag #Twit-
terGritterNE on Twitter or 
like @durhamcouncil on 
Facebook for the latest 
information on the roads. 

To see a list of priority 
gritting routes, find out 
which roads are affected 
by adverse weather, or to 
track the council’s grit-
ters as they are out and 
about and see the road-
side weather cameras, 
visit: www.durham.gov.
uk/winterinfo.

Residents can also find 
their nearest salt bin, or 
request that it is refilled, 
by visiting www.durham.
gov.uk/saltbins or calling 
03000 260000.

PREPARATIONS FOR win-
ter are already well under-
way in County Durham. 

In order to keep the 
region moving over the 
colder months, Durham 
County Council has its 
76 strong fleet of gritters 
and snowblowers ready 
and waiting on standby. 

The winter maintenance 
team is now fully up and 
running, with 42,000 
tonnes of salt ready to 
tackle the ice and snow 
and more than 2,300 
salt bins located across 
the county to assist resi-
dents and businesses. 

In normal winter condi-
tions, 1,700km of priority 
one roads will be treated, 
covering almost half of 
the county’s road net-
work. 

More minor routes, or 
priority two roads, will 
also be treated in times of 
prolonged severe weather 
when the resources are 
available. 

COUNTY PREPARED FOR WINTER

Cllr Brian Stephens (front left), Cabinet member for neighbourhoods and local partnerships, alongside 
Alan Patrickson (front right), corporate director of neighbourhoods and climate change, with the 
winter maintenance team. 

COULD YOU play a key 
role in helping to shape 
health provision in 
County Durham? 

Durham County Council 
is looking for a resident 
to serve on its Adults, 
Wellbeing and Health 
Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee (OSC) as a 
non-voting, co-optee. 

A co-optee refers to 
someone who is not an 
elected member of the 
council or council officer 
but is a member of a 
scrutiny committee. They 
would use their exper-
tise, personal knowledge 
and experience to play 
a key role in supporting 
the council and its part-
ners in developing and 
delivering health services 
across the county. 

The committee has 
six scheduled meet-
ings every year which 
the co-optee would be 
required to attend, start-
ing at 9.30am and usu-
ally concluding around 
11.30am. Currently, they 
are being held virtually 
so the successful appli-
cant would need to have 
access to IT equipment 
and the internet to be 
able to participate. 

There are also oppor-
tunities for applicants 
to be involved in special 
meetings and additional 
focused pieces of work 
should they wish to do so. 

During the past year, 
the committee has con-
sidered a wide range 
of issues, including the 
response to the coronavi-
rus pandemic, the future 
of services currently pro-
vided at Shotley Bridge 
Community Hospital, 
and the work of the North 
East Ambulance Service.

Applicants will go 
through a formal selec-
tion process involving 
an interview with council 
members. 

HELP TO SHAPE COUNTY 
DURHAM’S HEALTH PROVISION 

Once appointed, the 
role will continue until 
May 2022 when a refresh 
of non-voting co-optees 
will be undertaken. 

Rosemary Hassoon, the 
current serving non-vot-
ing co-optee on the com-
mittee said: “I have found 
that by using my own 
experience and knowl-
edge, and by asking ques-
tions, I have been able to 
challenge decisions and 
help develop health care 
provision in the county. 

“I have always felt that 
the contributions I have 
made during meetings 
have been valued and I 
have always been treated 
with respect by mem-
bers of the committee, 
Durham County Council 
officers and NHS col-
leagues. I would strongly 
recommend anyone with 
an interest in health pro-
vision in the county to 
apply.” 

Cllr John Robinson, 
Chair of the committee, 
said: “The committee 
considers a wide range of 
issues and we welcome 
all contributions. 

“We want to hear from 
as many people as pos-
sible in order to develop 
and deliver the best ser-
vices for all our residents, 
both at present and in the 
future. 

“The non-voting co-op-
tee plays a key role in 
shaping provision across 
County Durham. If you 
have expertise, personal 
knowledge or experience, 
or an interest in influenc-
ing how these services 
are developed, I would 
strongly encourage you 
to apply for the role.”

For more information, or 
to apply, email scrutiny@
durham.gov.uk.

Applicants are required 
to submit completed 
application forms by 20th 
November 2020.

Pass + 
Driving School
30 years experience
High Pass RAte

** Special Offer **
4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on

07989 802481

BARBER LEW’S
150 NEWGATE STREET

Lew would like to welcome 
everyone to his new Barbers 
Shop (opposite Switch-on)

Skin fades,  
Shaves and 
all aspects of 

Barbering serv ices

London trained, now 
bringing my services to  

Bishop Auckland

WALK-IN APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

TEL:  07429 292692
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BBISHOP ISHOP AAUCKLANDUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  
BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS 

DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd

For more news from Bishop Auckland and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

in Thailand while striker, 
Reagan Waud and 
defender Jordan Emery 
have both arrived from 
Goole AFC. 

The signings have yet to 
have an impact with the 
side suffering five heavy 
defeats this month since 
a 2-2 draw with Guisbor-
ough at the end of Sep-
tember.

Since then a very tough 
run of fixtures has seen 
losses recorded against 
Shildon (0-3), Hebburn 
Town (4-2), West Auck-
land Town (1-4), Consett 
(5-1) and Whickham (4-1). 

However, with new 
players bedding in and 
three-quarters of league 
matches still to play, 
Tomin has plenty of time 
to rescue matters and 
turn the season around. 

Indeed, the team will 
take heart from their first 
win since 12th August, 
albeit against Wearside 
League opposition in the 
Preliminary Round of the 
Durham Challenge Cup in 
midweek. 

A double from Chris 
Winn and a third from 
Liam Potter ensured a 3-1 
home win against Horden 
CW although the visitors 
did provide some scares, 
hitting the woodwork 
twice and drawing level 
early in the second half 
before Bishop eventually 
pulled clear.

The side will now 
attempt to take that win-
ning feeling into their 
home match against high 
flying North Shields this 
weekend, who are lying 
third in the table. 

That will be followed by 
a potentially more vital 
game in midweek (28th 
October) against second 
bottom Billingham Town, 
who were comprehen-
sively beaten 5-2 by Pen-
rith while the Two Blues 
were progressing in the 
cup.

Penrith’s victory takes 
them out of the bot-
tom three and puts five 
points between them and 
Bishop, having played a 
game less.

NEW BISHOP Auckland 
FC manger, Andy Tomin 
has been busy in the 
transfer market as he 
looks to find the recipe 
for recovery with the 
club remaining rooted to 
the bottom of Northern 
League Division One.

Bishop have picked up 
just one point from their 
opening ten games this 
season, persuading Tomin 
to shake up the squad 
with seven new acquisi-
tions since his arrival just 
three weeks ago.

Experienced midfielder, 
Ross Gardner has arrived 
from Thornaby, former 
player Oliver Hotchkiss 
has returned to the club 
from Sunderland Ryhope 
and Jackson Waller 
rejoins Bishop after a 
spell at Northallerton 
Town.

Central defender, 
Thomas Naisbett, has 
signed from Hartlepool 
United and 25-year old 
midfielder, Michael Cain 
has joined after return-
ing from a playing spell 

TOMIN RINGS CHANGES AS 
BISHOP LANGUISH IN LEAGUE

Chris Winn scores from the penalty spot during the 4-1 defeat at Whickham last weekend.

IT HAS been another 
productive weekend for 
the Bishop Auckland St 
Mary’s Juniors teams. 

The U23s enjoyed a 
thumping 7-3 win over 
local rivals, Newton 
Aycliffe with goals from 
Regan Nixon, Connor 
Award, Dylan Rutherford, 
Alfie Pearn and a hat trick 
from Ben Chandler.

The U18 team recorded 
two fantastic wins over 
the last couple of week-
ends, scoring sixteen 
goals into the bargain. 

An 8-0 win over Cleve-
land Juniors at Heritage 
Park saw Luke Brownless, 
Josh Jukes and Ruadri 
Heath each score a goal 
while man of the match, 
Levi Coll scored all of the 
other five. 

This was followed up 
by an 8-1 win over Great 
Ayton with two players 
collecting hat tricks, 
including man of the 
match, Luke Brownless.  
Levi Coll added another 
three to his collection 
with, Josh Jukes and 
Matthew Maughan scor-
ing the other two. 

The U14s had a tre-
mendous 2-1 win over 
Hebburn with both goals 
coming courtesy of Ethan 
McLoughlin.  Lucas Hum-
ble was singled out for the 

GOALS GALORE FOR JUNIORS

The reserve side visited David Million at Bishop Trains to say thank 
you for sponsoring their reserve team jackets.

man of the match award.
The U12 Kings had a 

great 4-3 win with their 
goals shared by Connor 
Scaife, Charlie Moss, 
Isaac Chambers and Jake 
Wilkinson. 

The U11 Aces were on 
the wrong side of a sim-
ilar 4-3 scoreline when 
they took on Heighington. 

The freescoring U10 
Kings enjoyed a superb 
win with Blake Freeman 
scoring five goal, Jack 
Liddle notching a brace 
and Lucas Richard-
son, Zac Tabberer and 
Leighton Wymer also 
scoring. 

The U9 Kings also ran 
rampant with Dylan Atkin-
son and Alastair Howe 
beoming the third and 
fourth Bishops players 
to score five goals in one 
game in the past couple 
of weeks. Matty Rich-
ardson almost matched 
them, scoring four, Jack 
Seymour managed a cou-
ple and Robbie O’Neil also 
scored.

The U9 Aces had a very 
exciting game against 
Darlington with two goals 
from Jacob Bettney and 
another from Coleson 
Craft.

The U8 Aces drew 3-3 
with Oliver Chambers 
scoring all three.


