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BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Table Tennis Club is 
currently looking for 
partners, sponsors and 
donations of money or 
materials to help bring its 
ambitious new building 
project to fruition. 

So far the club has 
raised over £100,00 
towards the £220,000 
cost of the project and 
are looking to secure 
the rest of the funding to 
ensure its fantastic com-

munity facility gets built.
The new, fully disabled- 

friendly facility will pro-
vide an 18 table tennis 
table hall, catering for the 
needs of the club and the 
community

The additional tables 
will allow the club to 
run extra sessions com-
bining its coaching 
programme with social 
tables and allowing 
everyone access to a 
table every night. 

This will allow it to free 
up nights to run ses-
sions for other commu-
nity groups and wider 
audiences, giving more 
people the chance to get 
involved in table tennis, 
such as Special Olympics 
sessions.

The new facility will 
also allow day time 
access to the commu-
nity, something it can’t 
currently offer and a fur-
ther expansion of who it 

can offer table tennis to, 
including members of 
the community where an 
evening might not be an 
option, such as Alzheim-
er’s groups or new/single 
parents sessions and 
further access for older 
people.  

The daytime facility 
will also allow the club 
to offer local schools 
the opportunity to book 

TABLE TENNIS CLUB SEEKS PARTNERS
Bishop Auckland Table Tennis Club has already raised £100,000 towards the costs of its ambitious new community facility. 

“It is hoped these 
wider plans will 
lead to more 
job creation in 
Bishop Auckland

BISHOP AUCKLAND has 
been awarded £750,000 
to fund projects that 
will have an immediate 
impact in the town and 
help build a stronger and 
more resilient economy.

After applying for the 
grant in the summer, Dur-
ham County Council has 
worked with the Bishop 
Auckland Stronger Town 
Board to fund projects 
that will assist in the 
regeneration of the town.   

The grant is part of an 
advanced allocation from 
the government’s Towns 
Fund, to help the council 
maximise opportunities 
for local people and busi-
nesses by spending on 
projects that will immedi-
ately make a difference to 
the area. 

As part of this Towns 
Fund, the council has 
helped form the Stronger 
Town Board to prepare 
and lead on a Town 
Investment Plan, aiming 
to secure funding for sig-
nificant investments. 

GRANT BOOST 
FOR BISHOP 
AUCKLAND
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Bishop Press cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Bishop Press  

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.
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sister papers online:
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IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660
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County Durham charity 
The Angel Trust, which 
helps support local people 
and organisations.”

After training through the 
summer, Joanne finally 
set off on her endeavour 
on Sunday 4th October. 
As an avid Bishop Auck-
land FC fan, the only log-
ical place for Joanne to 
start and end her race was 
from their home ground, 
Heritage Park. She was 
supported by family and 
friends who cheered her 
on from the sidelines 
at varying points on her 
route, helping her to com-
plete the run in 7 hours 
and 39 minutes.

Speaking afterwards she 
said: “I made it and what 
an experience. I was so 
lucky with the weather. I 
never thought that peo-
ple would surprise me 
from the start. Family and 
friends turned up at var-

ious points with cheers 
and posters to will me on.

“I’m not going to lie, I 
struggled from mile 20 
and wanted to give up - but 
I would never have.

“I can’t express my sin-
cere thanks enough to 
every single person who 
donated, said a kind word 
or stood and clapped me. 
It’s very humbling and, 
whilst I’m as slow as a 
snail, helping and remem-
bering loved ones is what 
gets me through.

“My last thanks is to 
my hubby Dave who has 
endured my running since 
2017 but is always encour-
aging and by my side.”

Joanne has so far raised 
£1,836.06 for her chosen 
charities, smashing her 
£1,500 target. 

There’s still time to 
donate, visit:

uk.virginmoneygiving.
com/JoanneIllingworth.

A BISHOP Auckland 
woman has raised over 
£1,800 for two charities, 
after completing the vir-
tual London Marathon in 
her home town.

Joanne Illingworth has 
previously completed the 
marathon three times; in 
1989, 2018 and 2019, and 
was looking forward to 
heading to the capital to 
take on the challenge once 
more at the event’s 40th 
Anniversary. 

However, the pandemic 
put paid to plans for a 
regular marathon, when 
thousands of runners and 
supporters would nor-
mally cram the streets of 
the city, and athletes were 
instead encouraged to 
complete the 26.2 miles at 
home. 

But the lack of crowds,  

smooth roads, water sta-
tions and medals didn’t 
deter Joanne, who was 
as determined as ever to 
raise funds for her cho-
sen charities, by running 
the distance on the pave-
ments of Bishop Auck-
land. 

The 54 year-old Civil 
Servant chose to support 
two charities which mean 
a lot to both herself and 
her husband, Dave; Mac-
millan Cancer Support and 
The Angel Trust. She said: 
“Macmillan has become a 
charity that has become 
close to my heart - I wish it 
hadn’t but it has. 

“In 2019 Dave lost his 
cousin and in October 
2019 I lost a very dear 
friend. I also wanted to do 
something to help my local 
community and so chose 

COVID DOESN’T STOP JOANNE 
COMPLETING LONDON MARATHON

Joanne powered through to complete the virtual London Marathon in 7 hours and 39 minutes, raising over £1,800 for charity in the process.
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GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

POOLS 
SURPLUS STORES

59 Newgate Street, Bishop 
Auckland DL14 7EW 

(opposite Halifax Bank)
Tel: 01388 741970

www.poolssurplus.co.uk 

Army Surplus - Hunting 
Workwear - Camouflage 
Kid’s Clothing - Airsoft 

Plus much more!

Newgate Street to show-
case local food and drink 
produce to residents, vis-
itors and other local busi-
nesses. 

There will also be a con-
tribution made towards 
a statue on the Canney 
Hill roundabout and an 
investment will be made 
in variable messaging 
traffic signals to help 
improve the traffic flow 
around the town at peak 
times. 

Cllr Carl Marshall, Dur-
ham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for 
economic regeneration, 
said: “It’s imperative that 
we continue to invest in 
our town centres to build 
more prosperous futures 
for our residents. 

“As a council we have 
ambitious plans to 
ensure that this happens. 

“We are working with 
our local partners and 
the Stronger Town Board 
members for these plans 
to become a reality in our 
bids for government fund-
ing. We hope this award 
demonstrates a recog-
nition of both our need 

for regeneration and the 
ambition of our broader 
plans for the town. 

“By delivering on infra-
structure projects and 
investing in training, 
skills and digital invest-
ment, we are providing 
better opportunities and 
longer-term benefits for 
both Bishop Auckland 
and the rest of the county. 

“We look forward to see-
ing the outcome of these 
investments and look 
forward to finalising a 
full programme of invest-
ment plans to help con-
tinue the regeneration 
efforts in the town.” 

David Land, a local 
businessman and chair 
of the Bishop Auckland 
Stronger Town Board, 
said: “We’re delighted to 
have secured this grant 
while developing our 
wider investment plans 
for the town. The funds 
demonstrate the bene-
fits of our partnership 
approach to the regener-
ation of Bishop Auckland 
as we identify further 
development and job cre-
ation opportunities.”

This money will build on 
the ambitious £19.9 mil-
lion Future High Streets 
Fund bid made earlier 
this year for a number 
of regeneration projects 
across the town, as well 
as a recent multi million 
pound programme of 
investment made by the 
various Stronger Town 
Board members. 

It is hoped these wider 
plans will lead to more job 
creation in Bishop Auck-
land and ensure local 
residents will be able to 
access these opportuni-
ties. 

Government guidance 
states that the Towns 
Fund money should be 
used for land and prop-
erty improvements, infra-
structure, skills and digi-
tal investment. 

To achieve this, the 
funding will support an 
increase in the digital 
training capacity for res-
idents and businesses at 
Bishop Auckland College 
and will develop a Love 
Food pop-up shop on 

GRANT BOOST FOR BISHOP AUCKLAND
The £750,000 grant is in addition to a £19.9m Future High Streets Fund bid made earlier this year.

View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com
St Helen Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT

07582 570308

A MAN was pronounced 
dead at the scene after 
police received a call 
around 5.25am on the 
morning of Saturday, Sep-
tember 26th, reporting 
concerns for an individual 
in Morrison’s car park.

Officers and paramed-
ics attended and located 

a 38-year-old man who 
was unresponsive.

First aid was performed, 
but sadly he was pro-
nounced dead at the 
scene.

His death is not being 
treated as suspicious, and 
a file is being prepared for 
the coroner.

MAN DIES IN TOWN CENTRE

FROM PAGE 1

FROM PAGE 1

coaching in the hall.
The hall can also be 

transformed into a 
12-table tournament hall, 
which would give the club 
the option to host British 
League, National League 
and National Cup com-
petitions, bringing added 
prestige to the town as 
well as providing further 
inspiration to its mem-
bers and users.

Club Chairman and 
Coaching Director, Matt 
Porter said: “Our current 
hall at Bishop Barrington 
School is full most nights 
with eleven tables taken 
up with our coaching pro-
gramme.

“This means that at the 
moment we don’t often 
have tables available for 
social or casual partici-
pation, so we are not sup-
porting the community 
as we would like.

“The new hall, with more 
tables, will allow us to run 
coaching and casual ses-
sions side by side while 
freeing up nights to run 
additional sessions for 
other community groups.

“This gives much more 
flexibility to the commu-
nity to access table ten-
nis.  

“Clearly at the moment, 
as we use the school 
facility, it means we don’t 
have access during the 
day. 

“This also affects our 
ability to cater to some 
members of the commu-
nity, such as those who 

need public transport, 
carers or those who feel 
anxious to be out at night. 

“The new facility will 
allow full day time access 
allowing the club to run 
day sessions aimed at 
these users and many 
more.”

“Additionally, we cur-
rently have no access to 
changing rooms or show-
ers and only have one toi-
let, which is far from an 
attractive offer.

“The new hall will give 
a safe and fresh space to 
shower, change and allow 
people to leave feeling 
good after the sessions.

“So far we have raised 
over £100,00 towards 
a £220,000 cost of the 
project and are looking 
to secure the rest of the 
funding to ensure this 
fantastic community 
facility gets built.”

Anyone can make a 
donation by visiting the 
club’s local giving page 
at  localgiving.org and 
searching for ‘Bishop 
Auckland Table Tennis 
Club’.

Alternatively, for anyone 
wishing to make a more 
substantial donation, 
such as sponsorship or 
providing materials or 
expertise, you can con-
tact Matt by email at  
matt@bishopaucklandttc. 
co.uk or by calling him on 
07411 018856.

For more information 
about the club and the 
new building project, 
visit the club’s website at  
bishopaucklandttc.co.uk.

TABLE TENNIS CLUB NEW BUILD
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KEEP A SAFE DISTANCE
CORONAVIRUS

 Keep 2 metres apart where possible 
 Limit contact with other people 

 Wash your hands the moment you get home

For more ways to stay safe go to gov.uk/coronavirus
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project, which included 
removing asbestos tiles, 
and installing new floor-
ing and a new kitchen, 
as well as updated toilet 
facilities, a new sound 
system, and replace-
ment curtains for its 
stage and windows. 

One hundred new 
chairs were purchased, 
and exterior paintwork 
and woodwork have also 
been overhauled.

Work on the hall, which 
was recently replicated 
at Beamish Museum as 
part of the attraction’s 
Remaking Beamish pro-
ject, was delayed due to 
coronavirus restrictions, 
but improved facilities 
have now reopened for 
limited use, operating in 
line with the latest Gov-
ernment guidance.

The improvements 
have made the building 
more attractive to poten-
tial hirers and since 
re-opening, the centre 
has received bookings 
from several new users, 
who have expressed 
their commitment to use 

the hall regularly.
Pat Clarey, Secretary 

of Coundon and Lee-
holme Community Asso-
ciation said, “When the 
building was transferred 
into our care, we inher-
ited the responsibility 
for its upkeep and main-
tenance. 

“The AAP has helped 
us every step of the way 
with funding towards 
the refurbishment and 
our community now has 
a venue to be proud of.”

Andrew Walker, Coor-
dinator of Bishop Auck-
land and Shildon Area 
Action Partnership, 
said: “With the support 
of Cllr Kay and his neigh-
bourhood budget, Coun-
don and Leeholme Com-
munity Association have 
done an amazing job in 
upgrading and develop-
ing community activity 
at the Welfare Hall. 

“I’m delighted the 
Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon AAP could help 
and I’m looking forward 
to hopefully visiting the 
hall soon.”

RESIDENTS WILL be 
able to enjoy a range 
of sports and leisure 
activities in a newly 
refurbished community 
venue.

Coundon and Lee-
holme Community Cen-
tre has been fully reno-
vated, with the finishing 
touches added with 
financial support from 
Durham County Council.

The council’s Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon 
Area Action Partnership 
(AAP) administrated a 
contribution of £1,500 
from local ward repre-
sentative Cllr Charlie 
Kay’s neighbourhood 
budget, to redecorate 
the centre’s main hall 
for the first time in more 
than ten years. 

The Coundon and 
Leeholme Community 
Association combined 
this with £640 of its own 
funding to pay for the 
work, which was carried 
out by a local firm.

Decorating the hall 
was the last stage of a 
four-year refurbishment 

REVAMPED HALL ATTRACTS 
NEW COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

A socially distanced yoga class at Coundon and Leeholme Community Centre.

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting 

- Electrical Installation, 
NAPIT Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

Dereliction of duty
It is with regret that, as a resident of Boundary Court, I 
have to use the press to highlight the managed dereliction 
in Kingsway, Bishop Auckland.  
The area at the southern end of Kingsway, in particular 
the area in front of Boundary Court and the archway into 
Newgate Street, is waste ground well neglected.
In recent times it has been a facility for storing building 
materials, a builders yard and a general dumping ground.
Currently it is used as a free unofficial car park, a nature 
reserve and a unisex outdoor toilet.
All of the above have been reported by me to the local 
authority repeatedly over the last three years. 
What can be done and by  who?

John Campbell, 
by email

Letters to the Editor...
Email: bishop@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Bishop Press, 3-4 First Floor Offices, 
Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

FLICK, THE 16-month-old 
border collie from Bishop 
Auckland, who has been 
deaf since birth, recently 
took part in the Race for 
Life for Cancer Research 
along with her owner, 
Sarah Navin.

FLICK SAYS THANK YOU!
A delighted Flick helped owner, Sarah raise £141 for Cancer Research.

The pair enjoyed a suc-
cessful 5km run along the 
Auckland Way and wanted 
to say a public thank you 
to everyone who donated 
to their cause and helped 
them raise £141 for the 
cancer charity. 

SPORTS MASSAGE IS NOT JUST FOR ATHLETES 
IT’S FOR EVERYONE!

EASES ACHES & PAINS
HEADACHES | BACK PAIN | MUSCLE PAIN | NECK PAIN

CALL GINA FOR AN APPOINTMENT ON 07864 327163

BISHOP AUCKLAND BASED
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Self-employed? 
I can complete your ... 

✓ Financial accounts 
✓ Tax return 
./ VAT return 

./ Payroll 
For a free, no obligation 

quote call 07922692989 today 
or email 

sarah@rileyaccountancy.co.uk 

rileyaccountancy.co.uk 

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

BARBER LEW’S
150 NEWGATE STREET

Lew would like to welcome 
everyone to his new Barbers 
Shop (opposite Switch-on)

Skin fades,  
Shaves and 
all aspects of 

Barbering serv ices

London trained, now 
bringing my services to  

Bishop Auckland

WALK-IN APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

TEL:  07429 292692
07518 117 486
07825 345 427

General Cleaning,
Shopping services

& Dog Walking

No Job Too Big  
or Too Small

Little Linda & Little Kev

The Cleaners

Family run business

THE BISHOP Auckland 
and Shildon AAP Board 
is recruiting for a Board 
member within the public 
representative category.

“This is an exciting 
opportunity for those with 
a keen interest in their 
local community to join 
a dynamic and proactive 
Board who have success-
fully delivered a number 
of projects throughout 
the Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon AAP area since 
the formation of the Part-
nership in June 2009,” 
said a spokesperson.

The role itself is not 
onerous, in terms of time 
commitments, there is 
a requirement to attend 
a Board Meeting every 
two months, and prefer-
ably to have input to at 
least one of our Task & 
Finish Groups who take 
a lead in addressing our 
local priorities. The role is 
about sharing your valua-
ble local knowledge and 
being passionate about 
your community – help-

ing to make a difference 
in our area.

If you would like more 
information about the role 
of a public representative, 
or would like to receive 
the full application pack, 
contact a member of the 
Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon AAP team on 
03000 268075 or bish-
opshildonaap@durham.
gov.uk.

Once your completed 
application is received, a 
member of the AAP Team 
will be in touch to outline 
the next steps.

“This is your opportu-
nity to become directly 
involved in what’s going 
on in your local area and 
we look forward to hear-
ing from you,” continued 
the spokesman.

Recruitment and short-
listing for positions will 
begin in September with 
interviews taking place in 
November.

The closing date for 
applications is 9am on 
Monday 19th October.

AAP ANNOUNCE BOARD 
MEMBER VACANCY

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN

HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Bellwoods Windows and Doors

15 year guarantee on all UPVC frames and glass
Find us on Facebook. Free quotations.

Tel: 01388 205 670 
Email: davebellwood1@aol.co.uk

Chilton based

Pass + 
Driving School
30 years experience
High Pass RAte

** Special Offer **
4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on

07989 802481

Covid-secure and ensure 
customers are safe to 
return to his pubs.

“Last week he told me 
that rather than his usual 
Saturday take of £5-6,000 
he took only £128 all day; 
not even enough to cover 
his entire staffing bill.”

As well as raising the 
impact of these restric-
tions on local pubs, 
Dehenna also mentioned 
the devastating effects 
the rules are having on 
events venues like Lar-
tington Hall in Barnard 
Castle, where staff have 
now been made redun-
dant.  

She said: “If we are to 
have restrictions on busi-
nesses to reduce the 
spread of the virus then I 
really do believe we must 
have greater protections 
for the sectors which are 
hit hardest by the inability 
to socialise.”

Earlier this month, Davi-
son added her name to 
the Brady amendment, 
seeking to ensure MPs 
have the opportunity to 
debate and vote on any 
new lockdown meas-
ures introduced through 
secondary legislation. 
Today’s debate was one 
of the first since the Gov-
ernment committed to 
giving Parliament that 
opportunity for scrutiny. 

Following her speech in 
the House of Commons 

Chamber, Dehenna said: 
“Pubs and other hospi-
tality venues are at the 
heart of our community. 
For that reason, in Parlia-
ment I have been asking 
for new financial support 
for such businesses who 
have seen their takings 
fall through no fault of 
their own. Today I called 
on the Government to 
look closely at providing 
new, tangible support for 
our hospitality and events 
sector and I will continue 
to push on this issue.

“As soon as the local 
lockdown measures were 
announced I received a 
text from a local pub land-
lord, essentially saying 
there was no way they 
could survive the 10pm 
curfew. Through no fault 
of their own, pubs and 
other hospitality indus-
tries are being hit the 
hardest by these meas-
ures and I truly believe we 
must do all we can to sup-
port them.”

DURING A Motion to 
approve amended Coro-
navirus Restrictions in the 
North, Bishop Auckland 
MP Dehenna Davison 
called for the Government 
to provide more support 
to the hospitality and 
events sector.

Since the tougher lock-
down measures were 
announced last month, 
Ms Davison has been 
monitoring closely the 
statistics across County 
Durham and has raised 
the concerns of local resi-
dents and business.

Dehenna also asked 
the Government to con-
sider data on a more local 
scale, so that areas with 
minimal localised cases 
working hard to follow the 
guidance are able to enjoy 
more freedoms.

Speaking in the cham-
ber on 7th October, the 
MP raised the impacts 
that the 10pm curfew and 
the inability of separate 
households being able to 
meet indoors is having on 
pubs. She referred to the 
difficulties faced by local 
landlord, Christian Burns 
of the Merry Monk, who 
has seen his pub earnings 
drop dramatically.

Speaking in the House 
of Commons Dehenna 
said that Mr Burns “has 
done everything the gov-
ernment has asked him 
to, to make his venues 

MP CALLS ON GOVERNMENT 
TO SUPPORT PUBS

Dehenna Davison MP speaks in the House of Commons.
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training during lockdown 
to carry on the business 
for another generation, 

keeping the barbershop 
within the family for years 
to come.

THE MAN Cave Barber-
shop, located on Cockton 
Hill Road, which has been 
in business for the last six 
years, won Best Overall 
Business at the Bishop 
Auckland Best Business 
Awards at Ramside Hall 
in November 2019, and 
has now taken the win 
once again in 2020 for 
the County Durham Best 
Business Awards Best 
Overall Business.

After the struggles for 
small businesses dur-
ing 2020, this means so 
much to the family-run 
barbershop, which had 
to remain closed during 
the lockdown along with 
many others. They are  
pleased to be open once 
more, operating under 
covid secure regulations 
keeping customers and 
themselves safe.

They are very grateful 
to their loyal customers, 
family and friends for 
their continued support 
throughout this difficult 
time.

Their eldest son, Ethan 
has also begun his barber 

LOCAL BUSINESS WINS AWARD FOR THE SECOND TIME

The Man Cave family: Ethan, Sam, Chris and Harley Barrons.

@ThemancavebarbershopBishop 

20 Years Experience in the hair industry 
63 Cockton Hill Road 

Bishop Auckland 
County Durham 

DL14 6HS 

Bookings by 
Appointment Only 

Tel: 07455263889 

Book Online using the  App 

Sam and Chris would 
like to congratulate every-
one who took part in the 

awards and hope to enter 
under better conditions 
next year. 
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30 years, having played 
against him and as an FA 
mentor for Durham FA.

“He has always been 
interested in the job, and 
has left his job in Norway 
to join us over here in our 
time of need and himself 
and Ian will will bring a 
wealth of experience and 
stability to the club I am 
sure.

“Andy is very keen to 
work with our reserve  
U23 team as well as our 
U18s and other 20 junior 
teams we are attached to.

“I would also like to 
thank all the other people 
who expressed an inter-
est in the job and wish 
them all good luck.

Unfortunately for the 
first team, the appoint-
ment didn’t come in time 
to make an impact in the 
local derby at Shildon, 
which the Railwaymen 
won comfortably by 3-0. 

A missed opportunity 
just before half time, 
when Kieron Parnaby 
elected to square the ball 
instead of shoot when 
clean through on goal, 
could have sent the sides 

in level at the break after 
Chay Liddle’s seventh 
minute opener. 

A flurry of corners near 
the hour mark was the 
best Bishop had to show 
in the game, with the 
pressure culminating in a 
headed effort which flew 
narrowly over.

Shildon however, 
made the Two Blues pay 
moments later when Kurt 
Matthews tapped home, 
and with 90 minutes on 
the clock, Michael Sweet 
sealed the win with the 
home side’s third.

The defeat was followed 
in midweek by a 4-2 loss 
away at Hebburn Town, 
who climbed to the top 
of the table while Bishop 
remain consigned to the 
bottom, with just one 
point to show from their 
first seven games. 

And things get no easier 
for the new management 
team as Bishop wel-
come local rivals, West 
Auckland, who beat then 
league leaders North 
Shields last weekend, for 
their next match at Herit-
age Park this Saturday. 

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Football Club has 
announced the appoint-
ment of ex-Bishop player 
Andy Toman as its new 
manager, with Ian McGu-
ckin appointed as his 
assistant

Bishop Auckland Chair-
man, Steve Coulthard, 
offered his opinion on the 
appointment, and gave 
some of the reasoning 
behind the decision.

“As ex-professional 
footballers and UEFA 
qualified coaches, they 
bring a wealth of experi-
ence to the club and we 
are all looking forward to 
working with them,” said 
Steve.

“Andy is ex-Lincoln 
City, Hartlepool and Dar-
lington, with Ian being 
ex-Fulham, Oxford and 
Hartlepool, therefore, 
showcasing their famili-
arity with high standards 
and expectations, which 
we are sure will be imple-
mented upon the squad.

“I am delighted for Andy 
to join BAFC as man-
ager as I have person-
ally known him for over 

TWO BLUES UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Andy Toman (front) and Ian McGurkin have taken over the reins at Bishop Auckland FC.

AFTER AN unforgettable 
2019, local young boxer,  
Jonas Railton has had to 
pull his punches this year 
due to the pandemic. 

Winning 10 out of 10 
fights last year, including 
a national title and the 
Irish Box Cup in Wexford, 
Jonas also scooped the 
Northern Echo’s Local 
Hero Award for Most 
Promising New Talent.

Jonas should have been 
competing again for his 
second national title this 
spring, just as the coun-
try went into lockdown 
and all sporting events 
were cancelled.  

All boxing clubs, like 
everything else, were 
forced to close but fortu-
nately for Jonas he has 
been able to tick over and 
his boxing training hasn’t 
suffered as much, having 
his father Anthony as a 
coach.  

Whilst in lockdown, 
Jonas decided to relocate 
gyms and has moved 
back to Darlington Boxing 
Club where he started his 
boxing career. 

The club is run by Head 
Coach, Andy Marksby, a 

YOUNG BOXER KEEPS IN SHAPE
Jonas training with his father and coach, Anthony Railton.

former GB Coach who, 
alongside his father 
Anthony, will assist in 
coaching Jonas, which 
can only improve him fur-
ther.  

Although a Bishop 
Auckland lad, Jonas 
opted to move gyms to 
further develop his box-
ing skills but, without a 
doubt, will continue to 
fly the flag for his home 
town.

As well as training, 
Jonas has also kept busy 
by taking up biking. He 
has been a regular at 
Hamsterly Forest, visit-
ing two or three times a 
week, doing 20 miles or 
more each visit to keep 
up his fitness and stam-
ina.

With restrictions easing 
slightly, Jonas is looking 
forward to continuing 
with his boxing career 
and is hopeful he’ll be 
back competing soon.

Although the year has 
been a disappointment 
competitively, he remains 
hungry and more deter-
mined than ever to win 
another England Boxing 
National Title in 2021. 


