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“We want to see 
these repairs 
completed as 
soon as possible.

BISHOP AUCKLAND MP, 
Dehenna Davison, has 
called for repairs to Sun-
nydale School to happen 
“as soon as possible”.

During Business Ques-
tions last week, Ms Davi-
son raised the closure 
of Greenfield Commu-
nity College’s Sunnydale 
School in Shildon. The 
school has been closed 
since December so that 
drainage work could be 
carried out. Parents at 
the school raised con-
cerns that the temporary 
closure could become 
permanent and have been 
campaigning to reopen 

the site. 
Labour Town council-

lor Samantha Townsend, 
who has started an online 
petition calling for the site 
to reopen, said: “I would 
be pleased to welcome 
the Secretary of State for 
Education, at his earliest 
opportunity, to Shildon to 
meet with parents and our 

MP BACKS 
CAMPAIGN 
TO REOPEN 
SUNNYDALE

PARENTS ACROSS the 
region ARE be able to use 
family as childcare, after 
health secretary Matt Han-
cock did a u-turn on the 
ban. 

Hancock announced the 
change in the House of 
Commons on Monday, just 
days after he effectively 
banned grandparents from 
seeing their grandchildren. 

When COVID control 
measures were introduced 
across the North East last 
Friday (18th September), 

thousands of working 
parents were placed in 
the impossible position of 
finding formal childcare 
with one day’s notice, and 
footing the bill that comes 
with it. 

When Durham County 
Council, along with six 
other local councils, 
requested extra restric-
tions in the region, they 
asked for an exemption 
on informal childcare to 
be included, however this 
was refused.  They then 

lobbied the government 
for a reversal on this deci-
sion and to allow families 
to continue using their 
usual childcare arrange-
ments. 

After initially refus-
ing and insisting that 
only paid-for profes-
sional childcare could be 
used, Mr Hancock later 
accepted that the rule may 
prevent people being able 
to do their jobs. 

He said in his statement 
to the Commons: “Today 

I’m able to announce a 
new exemption for look-
ing after children under 
the age of 14, or vulnera-
ble adults, where that is 
necessary for caring pur-
poses.

“This covers both for-
mal and informal arrange-
ments.

“It does not allow for 
play dates or parties, but it 
does mean that a consist-
ent childcare relationship 
that is vital for somebody 
to get to work is allowed.”

U-TURN ON INFORMAL CHILDCARE BAN
Grandparents will be able to continue providing childcare for their family, after health secretary Matt Hancock did a u-turn on the ban.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671  |  Park right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  S U I T E S

O V E R 2 0 I N S T O C K 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY



2

For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news Friday 25th September 2020

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Shildon Town Crier 
when contacting 

advertisers.

Published by
South West Durham News 

3-4 First Floor Offices 
Shildon Town Council

Civic Hall Square
Shildon  DL4 1AH

Editorial:
01388 775896

Advertising:
07909 992731

Email: 
crier@swd.news

Online:
www.swd.news/crier

SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news
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Shildon & District Town 
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held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
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until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.
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Birthday Memories

In Memoriam

Dated: 26/9/2020

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The above order was made on 4 March 2020.  The effect of the order will be to divert Public Footpath 
No. 81 Shildon Parish from a point on Spout Lane, north of the railway bridge, proceeding in a 
generally south-easterly direction to a point at the junction with Footpath No. 38 at the south-eastern 
corner of the development site to a line running from the same point on Spout Lane, proceeding in a 
generally easterly then south-easterly direction on the Locomotion Way multi-user route, then east-
north-easterly then south-easterly direction through the development to a point on Footpath No. 38 at 
the eastern edge of the development site as shown on the order map.

A copy of the order and the order map may be seen free of charge at Shildon library and the Council’s 
Offices at County Hall, Durham during normal opening hours and via the Council website.  Copies of 
the Order and map may be bought there at the price of £1.25.  Any representation about or objection to 
the Order may be sent or delivered in writing addressed to Sharon Renwick, Legal Assistant, County 
Hall, Durham, DH1 5UL, no later than 17/10/2020.  Please state the grounds on which it is made.  If no 
such representations or objections to the Order are duly made, or if any so made are withdrawn, The 
County Council of Durham may itself confirm the Order as an unopposed order.  If the order is sent to 
the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs for confirmation any representations or 
objections which have not been withdrawn will be sent with the order.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION ORDER

 TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990, SECTION 257 

THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF DURHAM
(PUBLIC FOOTPATH NO.8 SHILDON PARISH) 

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION AND DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT MODIFICATION  
ORDER 2020

Time cannot heal the 
heartache

Or stop a silent tear,
It won’t take away the 

memories
Of one we loved so dear

Michelle Coulson

Loved and missed every 
day, Mam & Dad, Pamela, 

Peter & Anne
xxxx

28th September

Fred Horlock
September 29th 2006

Dearly loved, sadly missed. 
From daughters, sons-in-law, 

grandchildren and great 
grandchildren 

xxxx  
Reunited with our beloved 

Mam

Treasured memories of our 
beloved Dad, Granddad 

and Great Granddad. 

Sad are our hearts 
that loved you 

Sad are our tears that fall, 
Living our lives without you 

Is the saddest part of all

Christopher Hay
25.09.1983

Love Mam, Donna & Wayne

No birthday cards today
A heartache, a tear,
A memory so dear

Every day of our lives
We wish you were here

few members of the pub-
lic that have been in our 
pub have tested positive 
for Corona. 

“As a precaution I’m 
shutting the pub for deep 
clean and to get my staff 
tested!

“Sorry for [the] incon-
venience. I will announce 
when we are back up and 
running.”

A spokesperson for 

Public Health England 
said pubs do not need to 
automatically close and 
ask all their customers to 
self-isolate for 14 days as 
a matter of course, should 
one of them test positive 
for Covid-19.

Patrons are only 
required to self-isolate if 
they are contacted by the 
NHS’ Track and Trace ser-
vice and told to do so.

THE RED Lion pub on 
Church Street was closed 
to undertake a deep clean 
on Wednesday 23rd Sep-
tember, after staff were 
notified that patrons who 
had visited the pub on 
Sunday 20th September 
had tested positive for 
Coronavirus. 

In a post on their Face-
book page a spokesper-
son for the pub stated: “A 

PUB CLOSES FOR DEEP CLEAN 
FOLLOWING POSITIVE COVID CASES

The Red Lion on Church Street has closed in order for staff to carry out a deep clean.
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for the steam passenger 
rail bicentenary in 2025. 
That’s only five years away 
and a tremendous ‘once in 
a generation’ opportunity 
for towns and villages 
along the S&DR route. 

“We should start think-
ing now about how we can 
get the best effect for our 
area from that event.

“As part of our planning 
for the Exhibition, the SHA 
CIC and Brusselton Incline 
Group made a film that 
explains the Incline, its 
workings, and the part it 
played in the opening and 
operation of the Stockton 
& Darlington Railway. We 
were going to project this 
onto a big screen in the 
Exhibition hall. 

“It was made entirely by 
volunteers and features 
some stunning aerial 
camera work, contributed 
by local photographer 
Mark Ingleby. 

“The Incline Group, who 
are volunteer custodi-
ans of the now sched-
uled ancient monument, 
provided excellent input 
for the scripting and sto-
ryboard throughout the 
making of the film.

“Now that we’re not able 
to offer a physical exhi-
bition and unveiling we 
have decided to mark the 
occasion by holding this 
première of our Story of 
the Brusselton Incline film 
at 10am on the morning 
of the 27th of September. 
“That would have been 
around the time all the 
action would have been 

happening 195 years ago 
to the day. Rather than 
simply taking the form 
of a lecture about the 
Incline, folk watching are 
also invited to consider 
three puzzling questions, 
key to figuring out the 
way the Incline must have 
worked.”

The première on the You-
Tube video streaming site 
will include a live online 
chat session with the 
film’s director and editor. 

Persons interested 
in watching can set a 
reminder in advance by 
clicking the bell sym-
bol on the film’s watch 
page, which you can find 
at https://youtu.be/ht-t-
J2qUQ0. 

There will also be a link 
to it from the Railway 
Institute’s web home 
page and the Institute and 
Save Our Stute Facebook 
pages.

For those busy at 10am 
on Sunday, the same link 
can be used to access it 
the film to watch when-
ever you like after the film 
has premièred. 

The Brusselton Incline 
Group are always happy to  
welcome new members 
or chat about the Incline 
and its story, or your expe-
riences of it. They can be 
found on Facebook. 

The group hope that a 
proper ceremony unveil-
ing their work at the 
Masons Crossing can be 
held at a future date when 
the Coronavirus situation 
is deemed safer.

ORGANISERS OF a Rail 
Heritage Exhibition have 
expressed their deep dis-
appointment at having to 
cancel the event, which 
was scheduled to take 
place on Sunday 27th Sep-
tember.

The Exhibition was to 
coincide with an unveil-
ing ceremony for the new 
Masons Arms Crossing 
Sleeper Stone and Rail 
installation. 

The organisers; the Shil-
don Heritage Alliance CIC 
and Brusselton Incline 
Group; not wanting to let 
this important date pass 
unmarked, have arranged 
a smaller online celebra-
tion that anyone with a 
computer or smartphone 
can enjoy from the com-
fort and safety of home. 

The event had been 
intended to mark the 
195th Anniversary of the 
opening of the Stockton 
and Darlington Railway.

“It was a dispiriting to 
take the decision to can-
cel the Exhibition and the 
unveiling ceremony at 
the Masons Arms Cross-
ing,” said Dave Reynolds 
from the organising team. 
“Everyone involved had 
put in so much work up 
to that point. But, with the 
changes in Covid-19 rules 
unsettling exhibitors, it 
was the right thing to do.

“The 195th Anniversary 
of the S&DR opening is 
such a significant mile-
stone. We saw this as a 
real opportunity to start 
getting people fired up 

ONLINE PREMIÈRE TO MARK 195 
YEARS OF THE S&D RAILWAY

The film features some stunning aerial camera-work above the Stockton & Darlington 
Railway route. 

young people. 
“Our children deserve 

excellent local secondary 
education provision, and 
the same opportunities as 
any other child. 

“I note that the Prime 
Minister had announced a 
£1 billion school building 
program and I had quite 
hoped that some of that 
money might come to 
Shildon to fulfil the gov-
ernment’s promise of ‘lev-
elling up the north’.”

In her question to the 
House of Commons,  
Dehenna told the acting 
leader, “I think one of the 
highlights of my week 
last week was sitting in 
my office and getting a 
very excited FaceTime 
call from my four year-old 
goddaughter after her first 
day back at school. And 
its been great seeing the 
faces of the children excit-
edly seeing their friends 
and learning again. 

“But, unfortunately, in 
my constituency there are 
some children who are 
unable to go back to their 
school.

MP PUSHES FOR SUNNYDALE 
REPAIRS ASAP

Dehenna Davison MP speaks about Sunnydale School’s 
closure in the House of Commons.

“Greenfield Commu-
nity College’s Sunnydale 
site in Shildon closed in 
December last year, fell 
into a state of disrepair 
and, unfortunately, it has 
not yet reopened. We 
want to see these repairs 
completed as soon as 
possible.”

She then asked the act-
ing leader to encourage 
the Secretary of State for 
Education to meet with 
her to discuss education 
in Shildon and across her 
constituency. 

Responding, the Minis-
ter said: “My hon. Friend 
is absolutely right to high-
light the importance of 
young people being back 
in school, where they 
belong, being taught by 
teachers and being with 
their friends. 

“I understand that Dur-
ham County Council is 
responsible for the col-
lege’s buildings and that 
pupils are being supported 
to attend a site at Newton 
Aycliffe. I will certainly 
make sure that I speak to 
the Minister responsible 
and try to seek a meeting 
for my hon. Friend.”

Our offices are currently closed to the public, so if you would like to place a 
message to your loved ones in The Crier, you can contact us by email, private 
message on Facebook or by phone. We will reply and let you know the price for 
your message and you can pay by debit or credit card over the phone.  
 
Call: 07909 992731 or email: crier@swd.news
Please be sure to provide us with a contact phone number 
so that we can get back in touch with you. 

Classifieds in the Crier

FROM PAGE 1
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

RESIDENTS IN Shildon can 
have their say on proposed 
changes to admission 
arrangements for second-
ary schools in the area, 
which could have a sub-
stantial impact on Shildon 
pupils.  

Durham County Council 
is proposing to change the 
oversubscription criteria to 
its community secondary 
schools, and those acade-
mies which use its criteria 
from 2022/2023, giving 
priority to those living clos-
est to the nearest school. 

Currently, when there are 
more requests for places 
than those available, the 
council follows set crite-
ria to allocate places in 
order of priority. It consid-
ers whether children are 
looked after, in state care, 
have any medical reasons 
relating to their school 
placement, have sibling 
links and where a child’s 
nearest school is, ahead of 
other applicants. 

Where the school is 
oversubscribed within the 
nearest school criterion, 
the following tie-breaker is 
applied: 

- For those children who 
have applied for a place at 
the nearest school to their 
home address, priority 
will be given to those who 
would otherwise have to 
travel the furthest distance 
to the next nearest school.

 In recent years, this 
tie-breaker has resulted 
in some pupils who live 
closer to their nearest 
school than others not 
getting a place at their cho-
sen school, because other 
pupils would have to travel 
further to the next nearest 
school. 

In order to avoid this, the 

council is proposing to give 
priority to those living clos-
est to the nearest school 
measured by the shortest 
walking route. 

Cllr Olwyn Gunn, Cabi-
net member for children 
and young people’s ser-
vices, said: “When the 
tie-breaker was initially 
included in the admission 
criteria, it was done so 
that pupils living in remote 
rural areas of the county 
weren’t put at a disadvan-
tage by potentially having 
to travel a considerable 
distance if they couldn’t 
get a place at their near-
est school. Thankfully, 
this hasn’t happened, and 
our pupil projections indi-
cate that rural secondary 
schools will have places 
available in the future.

“However, in some of our 
more heavily populated 
areas, the tie-breaker is 
resulting in pupils who 
live closer to their nearest 
school than others, not 
getting a place. Giving pri-
ority to those living closest 
to the nearest school by 
the shortest walking route 
offers a fairer process and 
more clearly understood 
tie-breaker.” 

The proposed change 
will have no impact on 
children with Education 
Health and Care plans as 
they are subject to a differ-
ent admissions process. 

Residents have until 
18th December to have 
their say on the pro-
posed changes. They are 
encouraged to do so by 
emailing their response to 
schoolorganisation@dur-
ham.gov.uk or an online 
form can be completed at 
www.durham.gov.uk/con-
sultation.

CHANGES TO ADMISSION 
CRITERIA FOR SECONDARIES

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

ST JOHN’S Church held 
its first baptism since 
before Lockdown on 
Sunday 20th September, 
when Liam Isaac James 
Hall was welcomed into 
the Church.

ST JOHN’S RESUMES BAPTISM CEREMONIES
Liam Isaac James Hall with his Mam Katie, Dad Matthew and big sister A’mira. 

Revd. Carol, who took 
the service, said: “It was 
wonderful to celebrate 
the first baptism at St 
John’s since lockdown. 

“As you can see Covid 
restrictions are in place. 

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

AERIALS

naylorsaerials.co.uk
0 1 3 8 8 7 2 0 9 9 4

Digital TV Aerial &
CCTV Installers

ü Competitive Price
ü Quality Materials
ü Fast & Reliable 

“Services are limited 
to 30 people, but if you 
would like to book a date 
please contact me at 
carol@shildonparish.org.
uk or phone the vicarage 
on 01388 778998.”

@shildontowncrier

and Durham County Coun-
cil, and with the assistance 
of the site owner, all acces-
sible waste was moved by 
onsite plant machinery 
and then subsequently 
extinguished by firefight-
ers section by section.

A spokesperson for the 
fire service said: “Thank 
you to the local commu-
nity in and around Eldon 
for their patience and sup-
port in what has been a 
large scale and complex 
incident.”

FIRE CREWS were finally 
able to extinguish the 
remaining waste at the 
site of the Old Eldon Brick-
works on Tuesday 22nd 
September.

Working with partners at 
the Environment Agency 

ELDON FIRE FINALLY EXTINGUISHED
Waste was moved by plant machinery and subsequently extinguished by firefighters.
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BISHOP AUCKLAND and 
Shildon AAP, along with 
the other 13 AAPs across 
the county, have been 
working intensively to 
help deliver emergency 
schemes to support resi-
dents and communities in 
combating the challenges 
presented as a result of 
the COVID pandemic.

Included within the 
wide-ranging work which 
AAPs have undertaken 
since the outbreak of the 
pandemic, is the alloca-
tion of over £100,000 to 
projects within the Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon 
AAP area. 

Although there contin-
ues to be global uncer-
tainty as to how the 
pandemic will be man-
aged moving forward, 
the Bishop Auckland 
and Shildon AAP is pro-
gressing with their Area 
Budget allocations for the 
2020/21 financial year, 
with a generic focus on 
COVID Recovery. 

COVID Recovery could 
mean many different 
things, including but not 
limited to:

• Supporting Children 
Young People and Fami-
lies, for example support 
on issues relating to child 
poverty, finances, budg-
eting, affordability of liv-

ing, and support for low 
income families;

• Supporting individuals 
and families through a 
programme of crisis inter-
vention, including flexible 
emergency provision, 
advice and guidance and 
support;

• Health and wellbe-
ing, for example mental 
health, suicide prevention, 
preschool/early years 
intervention, developing 
resilience, coping mecha-
nisms and physical health 
and wellbeing;

• Supporting Older Peo-
ple, for example support 
with social isolation, 
bereavement, loss of 
mobility, poor quality liv-
ing conditions, being and/
or becoming a carer and 
health and wellbeing;

• Employment support 
for the unemployed, for 
example long term unem-
ployed and those furthest 
from the labour market, 
projects that support the 
mental health and well-
being of the unemployed, 
digital inclusion and sup-
port for job seekers in par-
ticular those under 25 and 
over 50;

• Support for the Volun-
tary and Community Sec-
tor. 

Taking the information 
above into consideration, 

the Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon AAP would like 
to invite organisations 
and groups to submit 
potential project propos-
als based on the COVID 
Recovery theme and the 
suggested areas high-
lighted above. 

AAP funding should 
plug gaps in mainstream 
provision and add value 
to other funds and pro-
grammes wherever pos-
sible. They are therefore 
looking for projects that 
can both supplement 
existing activity and 
maximise match-funding 
opportunities. A mini-
mum of £5,000 funding 
can be applied for.  

AAP Budgets are lim-
ited and the total funding 
available is £144,902.  
Match funding is encour-
aged and will be looked 
upon favourably.  Funding 
can be applied for both 
revenue and capital pro-
jects.

To discuss any propos-
als you may have, or if you 
simply want to obtain an 
application form, email 
bishopshildonaap@dur-
ham.gov.uk or call 07818 
510 375.

The deadline for receiv-
ing applications is 12 
noon on Monday 12th 
October 2020. 

AAP WELCOMES COVID RECOVERY 
APPLICATIONS IN SHILDON

THE LAST of this year’s 
leek shows took place 
at Elm Road WMC at the 
weekend.

Ian Kitching won the 
Pot Leek section with a 
pair of leeks measuring 
217 cubic inches. Barry 
Lowery came second 
with 186, while George 
Dutchburn was third with 
116.

Brian Walton won the 
most points in show tro-
phy, picking up his points 
with wins in the Long 
Carrots, The Long Leek, 
Flat Bottomed Onions, 
Celery, and Medium and 
Small Dahlias. 

Peter Wood ran him 

LEEK SEASON DRAWS 
TO A CLOSE

Ian Kitching with his first place trophy.

close winning the Shal-
lots, Tomatoes, Cauli-
flower, Beetroot, Spray 
Chrysanthemums and 
Asters.

Barry Lowery won the 
Vase of Flowers and 
the Carnation, and Ian 
Thompson the Button 
Hole Rose and the Fresh 
Pulled Onions.

A spokesperson for the 
show said: “It’s been a 
hard year for leek shows, 
with pubs and clubs 
being closed, causing 
difficulties in raising 
prize money. 

“Well done to all organ-
isers and participants. 
See you all next year.”

SHILDON NEIGHBOUR-
HOOD Police Team will 
host an online PACT 
meeting this Friday (25th 
September) between 6pm 
and 7pm on Facebook.

“If you have any commu-
nity issues that you would 

like to raise with Shildon 
NPT then please join us,” 
urged a spokesperson.

“PCSO Lines will be 
on-hand to answer your 
questions. 

“We look forward to 
hearing from you!”

SHILDON POLICE HOST 
ONLINE PACT MEETING

facebook.com/ShildonPumpkinProject
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Is Shildon a ‘no go’ area?
I have waited for the Local Councillors and Local Authority to reply to your 
recent article: ‘Shildon is the cheapest place to buy a house according to 
Zoopla’. 
This indicates the area is run down or a “no go” area.
I was hoping our elected members would give hope about future plans for the 
area. I guess there are none.
Other areas maximise tourism (under normal circumstances). The Railway 
Museum does attract a lot of visitors, but where is the grand entrance? Where 
is the railway memorabilia on the gateways to the town? Where is the signage 
saying ‘Brusselton this way’ or ‘Town Square’?
The road into the museum is a disgrace. A run-down, disused industrial site.
Can someone save our Shildon?

Name & address supplied

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

We all have a part to play
Last week you received a well-written and powerful letter from a Greenfield 
student. Three themes that I would like to address leapt out from the letter.
Firstly, the writer felt that the young people are not being asked for their 
opinion about the school. As a town, we need to make sure that everyone, 
including our young people, has a chance to share their views. If the school 
does remain open, or is replaced by a new school, it will be because the 
people of the town have fought for it. Councillors can, and do, represent your 
views, but there is no substitute for residents showing that they care about 
an issue. Town councillors have held two face-to-face surgeries and an online 
surgery about Sunnydale campus, and we have shared your concerns with 
Durham County Council. Town councillors will host more events if people 
want to make their voices heard. You can also sign a petition by visiting signing 
the ‘Keep Sunnydale Campus FULLY Open y7-11’ petition that Cllr Townsend 
started on 38degrees.org.uk. Alternatively, you can also write to Durham 
County Council’s education department.
Secondly, the writer discusses how a lack of funding has led to the loss of 
services. It is true that funding cuts have had a negative impact on the town. 
We can all see this. Cuts from central government also mean that councils are 
under pressure to raise local taxes to maintain what services remain.
Third, the writer argues that pride in the town is decreasing and that the town 
needs to clean up its act. While some may no longer feel pride in their town, 
lots of groups and individuals are doing their bit to restore pride and make 
the town a better place for residents and visitors. We should celebrate and 
support these groups however we can. But, as residents, we all have a part 
to play. If you want to see change, work for that change. Join groups to work 
with others or do your own thing, however small or large, to make a positive 
difference.
Let’s make our town the place we want it to be.

Kind regards,
Cllr. Daniel Childs

Is the school worth rebuilding? 
In light of more parents opting to send their children to secondary schools 
outside of town, and even pupils at Sunnydale itself having to travel out of 
town for their last couple of years, is it really worth building a new secondary 
school in the town? 
I’m presuming repairs are not really viable, as the school was falling to bits and 
really dated when I left 19 years ago. 
The school sits on land in a prime spot for redevelopment to give the town 
amenities it really needs; e.g. a swimming pool, supermarket and even some 
new housing. 

Chris Holmes
Chesterfield

Random survey garners poor results
I recently conducted a random survey in Shildon.
There were only 2 questions:
1: Can you name our 3 County Councillors (CCs)?;
2: When did you last receive a communication, 
either electronic or hard copy, from any of these 
CCs?.
Results
1: No person was able to name all 3 CCs;
2: Only two people could name a single CC;
3: No communications have been received since 
the last election.
The job description for a CC stipulates that it 
is expected that they regularly communicate 
with their electorate and that they spearhead 
campaigns relevant to the community.
What I find galling is that each CC receives an 
allowance of £13,300 per annum (travelling 
expenses and subsistence are additional) to 
represent and communicate with the electorate.
My comments are not aimed specifically at the 
current CCs, but I feel that there is a need for 
a radical reappraisal of how current and future 
CCs operate, communicate and are managed in 
order that they adhere to their job descriptions.

Sincerely
Fred Langley, Byerley Road

School ‘cannot close without consultation’
On Tuesday 22nd September, myself, other town 
councillors and Shildon and Dene Valley County 
Councillors met with the education department 
at Durham County Council regarding the future 
of the Sunnydale site of Greenfield School.
The single take home message from that meeting 
was that the school site CANNOT close without a 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION.
The Durham County Council are broadly unable 
to answer any ‘what ifs’ about ‘if the site is 
closed’ or ‘if the site is repaired’ because the 
consultation is a requirement set out in LAW. 
I feel its my responsibility as a town councillor to 
ensure that consultation is well publicised so as 
soon as it goes live I will be doing so.
Today I will write to our MP Dehenna Davison 
asking her, again, to make the case directly 
in parliament, and through her government 
contacts, that the government should step in 
here with the £1bn school building project they 
announced in June.
We enquired about this spending commitment 
within the meeting and Durham County Council 
confirmed that as yet they have not had any word 
on how to access this school building funding, 
despite it being announced four months ago.
If the government are serious about ‘levelling up 
the north’ they need to get started and target 
that spending in our communities.

Cllr Sam Townsend
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King James I Academy
South Church Road, Bishop Auckland

Video featuring staff and students in all departments
launches on 30th September.
Live one-to-one video meetings throughout the month of October.
Video site tour with commentary.
After school personal visits available by appointment.
Comprehensive website with curriculum information and
access to digital prospectus and Academy magazines.

01388 603 388     www.kingjames1academy.com

virtualYear 6
      experience
From Wednesday 30th September
l

l

l

l

l

AS OF Friday 18th Sep-
tember, residents in 
County Durham are 
banned from socialising 
with other people outside 
their own households or 
support bubble, while 
food and drink venues 
will be restricted to table 
service only and leisure & 
entertainment venues will 
close between 10pm and 
5am. 

In-line with the new 
measures, County Durham 
and Darlington NHS Foun-
dation Trust is suspending 
visiting at all of its hospi-
tals from 9am on Friday 
18th September. 

The numbers of cases 
across County Durham 
continue to rise and the 
Trust has therefore taken 
the difficult decision to 
reintroduce the suspen-
sion of visiting across all 
inpatient adult wards at the 
following hospitals: 

• University Hospital of 
North Durham

• Bishop Auckland Hos-
pital

• Shotley Bridge Commu-
nity Hospital

• Chester-le-Street Com-
munity Hospital 

• Sedgefield Community 
Hospital 

• Weardale Community 
Hospital 

• Richardson Community 
Hospital 

• Darlington Memorial 
Hospital. 

The temporary sus-
pension has been rein-
troduced to protect both 
staff and patients and the 
restrictions have been 
extended to include Dar-
lington Memorial Hospital 
as some patients, who 
may live in County Durham, 
will have pathways of care 
which include an appoint-
ment or treatment at Dar-
lington Memorial Hospital. 

The move also includes 
reintroducing restrictions 
on maternity services and, 
while one birthing partner 
can continue to be present 
during labour, restrictions 
will now be back in place 
regarding the attend-

ance of partners at scan 
appointments and visiting 
on post-natal wards. 

Noel Scanlon, Executive 
Director of Nursing said: 
“We very much recognise 
this is not the news our 
patients and their loved 
ones will want to hear and 
it is not a decision we have 
taken lightly. However, 
we must act quickly and 
responsibly in light of the 
rising cases and the latest 
Government announce-
ment to protect our work-
force and our patients. 

“Coronavirus has not 
gone away and it is so 
important that we all do 
our bit to protect ourselves 
and others, especially 
those who are the most 
vulnerable in our commu-
nities. Everyone should 
continue to follow the Gov-
ernment guidance which 
means washing your 
hands regularly with soap 
and water for 20 seconds 
or more, social distancing 
and wearing face masks 
or coverings to minimise 

VISITING SUSPENDED AT HOSPITALS ACROSS 
COUNTY DURHAM & DARLINGTON

the risk of spreading the 
virus. We would also ask 
that anyone feeling unwell 
or showing any symptoms 
of COVID-19 does not 
come into our hospitals 
but should arrange to be 
tested as soon as possi-
ble.” 

There are a few exemp-
tions from the visiting 
suspension which are as 
follows:

• Patients receiving 
end of life care (visiting 
arrangements will be at the 
discretion of the nurse in 
charge)

• Women in labour will be 
able to have one birthing 
partner

• One parent or carer 
will be able to accompany 
children in our emergency 
departments, children’s 
wards and neonatal units

• Patients with demen-
tia, a learning disability 
or autism and those who 
require a carer will be able 
to have one person accom-
panying them.

Anyone attending an 

outpatient appointment 
and those coming into the 
Emergency Departments 
at University Hospital of 
North Durham or Darlington 
Memorial Hospital should 
attend alone, unless they 
are patients with demen-
tia, a learning disability 
or autism and those who 
require a carer will be able 
to have one person accom-
panying them. 

The public are reminded 
that they will need to wear 
a face mask or covering, 
practice good hand hygiene 
and maintain social dis-
tancing at all times. 

Earlier in the year, the 
Trust was able to purchase 
a number of ipads and 
these will continue to be 
used to help patients stay 
in touch with loved ones. 
The Trust also has a ‘stay 
in touch’ messaging ser-
vice which can be used by 
loved ones to send photos 
or messages to patients. 
More information is availa-
ble on the Trust’s website: 
www.cddft.nhs.uk.



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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cises.
Organisers are currently 

looking for local people to 
go along to a fun training 
day on Wednesday 7th 
October at Hackworth 
Park, learn how to use the 
equipment, have a go and 
be Parkletics Champions 
in Shildon.  

The training will be deliv-
ered in a COVID safe envi-

ronment, in line with Gov-
ernment guidelines.   

If you would like to get 
involved email active-
places@countydurham-
sport.com.

Please note - Spaces are 
limited and allocated on 
a first-come first-served 
basis. 

Booking closes on Mon-
day 5th October.

PARKLETICS IS coming 
to Hackworth Park in Shil-
don, with fun fitness for 
all!  

Parkletics is an outdoor 
gym that gets you moving 
and makes you feel bet-
ter.

There’s also a Parkletics 
app which gives you your 
own workout with demos 
of how to do the exer-

PARKLETICS IS COMING 
TO HACKWORTH PARK

Parkletics is an outdoor gym that gets you moving and feeling better. 

THE FINAL game of 
Shildon Railway Cricket 
Club’s season saw the 
side’s all too familiar fail-
ings with the bat return, 
as the Railwaymen suf-
fered defeat by 72 runs at 
second placed Yarm.

In the Darlington Build-
ing Society North Yorks 
& South Durham Premier 
Cricket League Division 
3 fixture, Shildon won the 
toss and put the home 
side into bat. 

After losing an early 
wicket, a second wicket 
partnership of 54 con-
solidated the innings and 
Yarm were eventually all 
out for 126 in the 38th 
over. 

Shane Rowley was 
again to the fore, taking 
4 for 14 from 9 overs and 
he was ably assisted by 
Chris Young’s 3 for 17. 

In reply, Shildon 

slumped to 54 all out 
in the 26th over, as only 
Rowley and Chris Lye 
reached double figures 
in another poor batting 
performance. This result 
sees Shildon finish in a 
disappointing 5th place, 
in a much- curtailed sea-
son.

“The club wishes to 
thank all players, support-
ers and sponsors who 
have helped us through a 
very difficult time,” said a 
club spokesperson. “We 
will be busy throughout 
the close season trying to 
improve our facilities, jun-
ior section, coaching and 
playing strength so that 
we will be ready for 2021, 
when we hope that things 
will get back to normal. 

“Meanwhile, stay safe 
everyone and keep in 
touch with us via our 
Facebook Page.”

SEASON ENDS IN DEFEAT 
FOR RAILWAYMEN

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

To advertise in the
Shildon & District Town Crier
and its sister papers, the Bishop Press, 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter and Spennymoor News 
T: 01388 775 896
M: 07909 992 731
E: crier@swd.news

This  week  in  History
23 September 1905
Norway and Sweden 
sign the “Karlstad 
treaty”, peacefully 
dissolving the Union 
between the two 
countries.

26 September 1087
William II is crowned 
King of England, and 
reigns until 1100.

24 September 1957
President Eisenhow-
er sends the 101st 
Airborne Division to 
Little Rock, Arkansas, 
to enforce desegre-
gation.

27 September 1825 
The world’s first 
public railway to use 
steam locomotives, 
the Stockton and 
Darlington Railway, is 
ceremonially opened.

25 September 1926
The internation-
al Convention to 
Suppress the Slave 
Trade and Slavery is 
first signed.

28 September 1828 
Alexander Fleming 
notices a bacte-
ria-killing mold 
growing in his labo-
ratory, discovering 
what later became 
known as penicillin.


