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MENTAL HEALTH 
COMMUNITY 
SUPPORT 
AVAILABLE

Chilton library will re-open, but Ferryhill Library remains closed for now.

CHILTON LIBRARY REOPENS TO PUBLIC
BOOKWORMS ARE once 
again be able to browse 
the shelves of County 
Durham libraries, with 
Chilton one of the ven-
ues which re-opened 
this week - but Ferryhill 
Library remains closed 
for now.

Durham County Council 
has reopened three quar-

ters of libraries, allowing 
visitors to choose their 
own books straight from 
the shelves for the first 
time since lockdown 
restrictions were intro-
duced in March.

The participating librar-
ies are also offering inter-
net access via its public 
computers.

The move also sees the 
end of the council’s suc-
cessful Pick and Collect 
service, which was intro-
duced in July to ensure 
people could still borrow 
books while libraries were 
closed. 

More than 15,000 titles 
have been borrowed 
through the service dur-

ing the past two months.
The libraries that reo-

pened on Monday, 14th 
September, include all 
currently offering Pick 
and Collect. 

In addition, libraries at 
Chilton,  Bowburn, Black-
hall, Brandon, Cornforth, 

MENTAL HEALTH Mat-
ters is a support charity 
which covers the whole 
of South Durham.

It is available to individ-
uals with a mental health 
need aged 18 years or 
over who require assis-
tance to find meaningful 
employment or to retain 
their current employ-
ment. 

With Coronavirus 
impacting the national 
economy and many wor-
ried about their jobs after 
the government recently 
voted to end the furlough 
scheme, the charity’s ser-
vices are more in need 
than ever. 

Anyone in need can 
access the service 
through referral from a 
GP, care coordinator or 
community psychiatric 
nurse. 

A spokesperson said: 
“We support  people suf-
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TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST.

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONALLY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 651350
Mobile: 0777 4704739

1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHILL.

Established 1845

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

Services

Lynn’s Mobile Hairdressing.
Over 25 years’ experience. 
Senior citizens reduced rates. 
Mob: 07904 219997.
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Sports & Social Club are 
once again holding an 
annual MacMillan Coffee 
Morning. 

This year, however, the 
event will be guided by 
Covid regulations and 
therefore only tea, coffee 
and biscuits will be served.

A bingo session will also 
be held, together with a 
raffle (prize donations are 
welcome).  

Doors open at 10.30am 
on Friday 25th September, 
and organisers would like 
to welcome everyone who 
is able to attend.

CHILTON 
CLUB HOST 
MACMILLAN 
COFFEE MORNING

Kitty Carradus
Congratulations Mam

Loads of love and best 
wishes, from Tom & 

Val, your three Grand 
Daughters and eight Great 

Grandchildren
xxx

11.9.2020

To a very special Mam, 
Grandma & Great 

Grandma on such a 
fantastic achievement!!

Birthdays

100 years young

Gillham
Alan and Family of the 
late Margaret Gillham 
would like to express 

their thanks to friends, 
relatives, neighbours, 

Lothian House, Durham 
University Hospital, 
Julie and the Co-op 

Ferryhill Funeral Service 
and Father Deni for his 
compassion and lovely 

church service. 
Donations will be sent to 
the Mill Hill Missionaries.

Acknowledgements

Neil Handley

We wish to thank all the 
family and friends for 
the cards, flowers and 

condolences received. We 
would also like to thank 

Funeral Director Mr Colin 
Fletcher, and the Reverend 

Humble for the lovely 
service he gave Neil. Also 
the Macmillan Nurses and 
all the staff of St Cuthbert’s 

Hospice for their care of 
Neil, Doric & family. 

Beloved son of Doris, 
brother of Kevin & Ian, 

and sister Denise.
Passed away on 25th 

August 2020.
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containing a very popu-
lar three-table snooker 
room, a public reading 
room, a place to pay your 
union dues, and a nurs-
ery. 

The Women’s Institute 
meetings were held there 
and concerts performed 
as well as dressmaking 
sessions, and for a while 
it also included sessions 
for the judiciary.

In 1966 Dean and Chap-
ter mine closed and the 
monetary support of the 
thousand plus miners 
ceased, the buildings suf-
fering slow deterioration; 
the Majestic Cinema was 
demolished in 1998. 

Once again a Board of 
Trustees came to the 
rescue, made up of local 
people, committed to the 
huge task of halting the 
potential loss of this peo-
ple’s building, the beloved 
Institute.

Today this Victorian- 
style building remains a 
much used facility, well 
appointed for public use, 
offering a range of pro-
jects and facilities, includ-
ing Days in, Days Out, 
(DIDO), Cafe de Ferie, Line 

Dancing, Village Voices, 
Chiropody, Women’s Insti-
tute, Wellbeing Exercise 
Class, Ferryhill Art Group, 
Chat and Craft Club, NHS 
Services, Church Groups 
and a Polling Station, as 
well as hire-able space for 
special events.

A spokesperson for the 
Trustee Board said: “This 

DURING THE years 1904-
1906, mineworkers of 
the newly sunk Dean and 
Chapter mine recognised 
the need for a building to 
be used by their families 
for both educational and 
social purposes.

To achieve their aim, a 
levy was placed on the 
weekly wages of miners 
of 2d per week.

A Trustee Board of vol-
unteers was formed, later 
to achieve Charity Status. 

Due to the dedication 
and commitment of these 
people and the residents, 
land at St Cuthbert’s Ter-
race eventually became 
the home of Dean Bank 
and Ferryhill Literary 
Institute, which is one of 
the most recognised and 
much valued buildings in 
Dean Bank. 

During the early years 
the then adjacent build-
ing, The Majestic Cinema, 
affectionately known as 
‘The Ranch’, was acquired 
alongside the Institute 
and both buildings placed 
in Trust for the benefit of 
the community. 

The Institute became 
a centre for families, 

LITERARY INSTITUTE BOARD ERECTS FRIENDSHIP CLOCK

The new Friendship Clock - dedicated to the people of Dean Bank, past and present.

year, 2020, a new special 
feature has been added to 
this much loved building: 
the Friendship Clock.

“This addition has been 
made possible due to the 
finance, help and support 
freely given in friendship 
by members of the com-
munity, and we, the pres-
ent Trustees dedicate 

this clock to those who 
worked so hard in the 
past, and those who con-
tinue to work and play in 
friendship for the benefit 
of future generations.

“The clock is yours, 
given with great respect, 
gratitude and love.

“Thank you for being 
our Friends.”

Shildon Gardens 
& Allotments Guild

Open Sundays 8am till 11.30am
Order online @ www.sgag-online.com FREE CLICK & COLLECT

Park View House, Park View, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

VITAX 6X 
Chicken Manure 

Pellets
20kg £12

VITAX 6X 
Natural Plant 

Feed
15kg £8

CLOVER 
Professional 

Pot/Bedding 75litre 
£6 each or 3 for £17

CHARGE 
5 Litre £15

10 Litre 
£25

MAXICROP 
ORIGINAL 

1 Litre £8.50
2.5 Litre £14
10 Litre £48

Winter Onions now in stock £1.60 500g
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fering  with or who have  
had an episode  of  men-
tal ill health but who are  
on a  journey of  recovery 
and looking for some-
thing  vocationally to do 
with their  time, including  
retraining, education, vol-
unteering and for some  
eventually getting  into 
paid employment. 

“We also provide reten-
tion support for people  in 
work but  having  time off 
sick due to mental  health 
and wanting support to 
go back to work and are 
finding the employer  less  
than accommodating.

“We  mainly  receive  
referrals  from Commu-
nity Mental Health Teams 
and GP Practices, but  
more  recently  from local  
job centres and work 
coaches.  

MENTAL HEALTH MATTERS

Mental Health Matters employment recovery workers can help 
create individual plans to help return to or stay in work. 

“We  also coordinate 
with other  local  provid-
ers such as  Wellbeing for 
Life who provide health 
advice and sign-posting.”

Among others, a Mental 
Health Matters Employ-
ment Recover Worker 
can help create individ-
ual recovery plans with 
regular reviews of pro-
gress; build confidence 
and personal develop-
ment; access work place-
ments and voluntary 
work opportunities; find 
access to training and 
qualifications and sup-
port people to stay in 
work. 

For further details, call 
07590 950233, visit mhm.
org.uk, email info@mhm.
org.uk, follow @mhm_
info on twitter or write 
to MHM, Goodhall Cen-
tre, Walker Drive, Bishop 
Auckland DL14 6QN. 

“We have, of course, 
taken measures to 
ensure customers are 
able to return to librar-
ies safely, so things may 
look a little different and 
some services will not 
operate when we initially 
reopen. 

“However, we are work-
ing hard to reintroduce as 
many well-loved features 
as we can as soon as 
possible.”

It is hoped that the reo-
pening of libraries will 
encourage more peo-
ple to visit the county’s 
towns and villages, sup-
porting local businesses 
and helping towards the 
county’s economic recov-
ery from coronavirus.

The re-opening librar-
ies have been selected 
because they are the 
council’s busiest sites, 
and because they offer 
sufficient space to pro-
vide the essential ele-
ments for safe browsing 
and safe computer use. 

This includes space for 
visitors to queue safely 
before entering the build-
ing and for a quarantine 
area for returned books.

They also provide 
a good geographical 
spread of locations 
around the county.

All other library ser-
vices, including printing, 
photocopying, study 
tables, easy seating and 
soft furnishings, chil-
dren’s toys and jigsaws; 
along with meeting 
rooms, community room 

access and events, will 
remain suspended for the 
time being although the 
council is currently look-
ing at how these services 
can be reinstated over 
the coming weeks.

Almost 2,000 people 
have joined or re-joined to 
use the council’s online 
library services, with the 
number of people regis-
tered to use BorrowBox 
to access eBbooks and 
eAudiobooks having 
increased by more than 
3,000.

These services will con-
tinue alongside Doorstep 
Book Delivery service, 
which was introduced 
during the lockdown 
period to provide books 
for isolated and vulner-
able Books on Wheels 
library users.

Library opening hours 
may differ at each library 
and will not be in line 
with their former opening 
hours. 

Anyone can become 
a member of the library 
service by visiting Library 
Online or calling one of 
the libraries that are reo-
pening.

For more information, 
including contact details 
for participating libraries, 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk/libraries or call 03000 
260 000.

Follow the library ser-
vice’s Facebook or Twit-
ter accounts at twitter.
com/DurhamLibraries 
and facebook.com/Coun-
tyDurhamLibraries.

Lanchester, Langley Park, 
Murton, Trimdon and Win-
gate have also re-opened.

Work has been carried 
out by the council’s build-
ing and facilities mainte-
nance team to put meas-
ures in place to make the 
venues as safe as possi-
ble. 

Weekly checks will 
be carried out and any 
changes implemented 
where necessary to 
keep people safe and in 
response to any modifica-
tion to Government guide-
lines.

Cllr Joy Allen, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for transforma-
tion, culture and tourism, 
said: “We are delighted 
to be able to reopen 29 
of our 39 libraries across 
the county and welcome 
back our customers.

“Our Pick and Collect 
has been well received, 
enabling us to provide 
more than 15,000 books 
to readers since July but 
there is no substitute to 
being able to browse the 
shelves for yourself.

CHILTON LIBRARY TO RE-OPEN
Library opening times will not be in line with their former opening hours.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

John Vayro
Painter & Decorator

Tel:Tel:  07599 600 55607599 600 556
Local ly  BasedLocal ly  Based

All aspects of  painting & 
decorating undertaken

Free Estimates
Over 10 years experience
Friendly, reliable service

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

FROM PAGE 1

FROM PAGE 1
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 We must  
 keep on 
protecting 
each other.
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rural crime, violent crime 
and anti-social behaviour.  
They area also responsi-
ble for setting the Police 
Force budget, appointing 
chief constables and hold-
ing them to account.  The 
elections were due to be 
held in May 2020 follow-
ing the passing of former 
Commissioner, Ron Hogg, 
who lost his battle with 
motor neurone disease in 
December last year at the 
age of 68. Due to Covid, 
however, they have been 
rescheduled to be held 
next May to coincide with 
Local Elections.

Cllr Atkinson com-
mented, “It is in her capac-
ity as a Commissioner 
candidate that I invited Cllr 
Allen to visit Ferryhill and 
receive feedback from the 
grassroots of our commu-
nity.

“It is extremely important 
that the Crime and Victim 
Commissioner learns what 
is happening in our com-
munities and residents 
are able to give first-hand 
accounts of issues which 
they and business owners 
are concerned about.”

During her visit to the 
town Joy said: “I have very 
fond memories of Ferry-
hill. I stared my first Sat-
urday job here working in 
Judith’s Hairdressers, it 
was also where I bought 
my first home and where 
I started working for Dur-
ham Constabulary road 
safety unit after I returned 
home from Germany dur-
ing the Gulf War to have my 
first child. 

“It was also the place 
where I had my first expe-
riences of crime when I 
was burgled and had my 
car stolen. I understood 
even then, prior to the cuts 
to the front line police 
officers, the issues of 
policing the town.

“I will be launching my 
crime survey in the next 
couple of weeks and I hope 
the residents of Ferryhill 
will take part to ensure 
their voices are heard. 
You can also keep up to 
date with my campaign 
on Facebook @Joy4dur-
hampcc. Alternatively, 
get in touch by dropping 
me an email on  joy4dur-
hampcc@outlook.com.”

FERRYHILL TOWN and 
Durham County Council-
lor, Peter Atkinson wel-
comed Cllr Joy Allen to 
Ferryhill last week to meet 
residents and business 
owners and listen to their 
concerns on anti-social 
behaviour and its effects 
on the town.

Cllr Allen is Durham 
County Council’s cabi-
net portfolio holder for 
Transformation, Culture 
and Tourism, a local town 
councillor in Bishop Auck-
land and the town’s current 
mayor.  

Cllr Allen is also a can-
didate for the Durham 
Police, Crime and Victims 
Commissioner, and she 
chose Ferryhill, which was 
once her home, to kick-
off her listening exercises 
ahead of next year’s elec-
tions, which are scheduled 
to take place in May.

Police and Crime Com-
missioners are elected 
every four years to repre-
sent the views of the pub-
lic by engaging with those 
who live and work in the 
area to identify key prior-
ities such as road safety, 

CRIME AND VICTIM COMMISSIONER 
CANDIDATE VISITS FERRYHILL

Durham Police, Crime and Victim Commissioner candidate, Joy Allen (left), with Cllr Peter 
Atkinson and PACT Chairperson, Mrs Valerie Watson on a recent visit to Ferryhill.

DURHAM CONSTABULARY 
is asking members of the 
public if they recognise 
any of the medals pic-
tured above.  

Officers are trying to 
trace their owners after 
suspecting they were sto-
len.

A 46-year-old man was 
arrested in Murton in 
December last year on 

DO YOU RECOGNISE THESE MEDALS?
The haul of stolen medals was recovered by Durham Constabulary.

suspicion of theft and 
money laundering.

Enquiries are ongoing.
If you can help officers 

identify the owners of the 
medals, or have any infor-
mation that may help 
with their enquiries, call 
101 and ask to speak to 
DC John Forster or email 
him at john.forster@ 
durham.pnn.police.uk

07733 555 330
01740 656 356

ANDREW HEAVISIDE EPS
Domestic/Commercial electrical work 
carried out in your home or workplace. 
Approved installer of electric vehicle 
charging points. Inspection & Testing 
Clean, Friendly, Reliable service. 
Customer satisfaction No.1 priority.

FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Chapter is 
delivered to 
around 
8,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution
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properties in the same 
community, as this 
allows for the vouchers 
to be pooled together 
to subsidise the cost of 
installing a connection. 

The scheme is available 
from 12 September 2020, 
with government funding 
being allocated before 
any council funding is 
applied. 

A separate application 
is not necessary for the 
top-up scheme, as eligi-
ble properties will receive 
the funding when ben-
efitting from the Giga-
bit Broadband Voucher 
Scheme through a regis-
tered supplier. 

Cllr Andrea Patterson, 
the council’s Cabinet 
member for corporate 
services and rural issues, 
said: “Reliable digital 
infrastructure is required 
to support and maximise 
economic growth across 
the county, especially in 
the rural areas. Access 
to full-fibre broadband 
is a key element of our 
digital strategy and it is 
important that we make 
the most of any funding 
opportunities that arise 
to enhance digital con-
nectivity. 

“I would encourage all 
business owners and res-

idents to check their eligi-
bility for the scheme and 
contact their preferred 
registered supplier.”

The scheme forms part 
of the government’s com-
mitment to make full-fi-
bre broadband available 
to 15 million premises by 
2025 and a nationwide 
network by 2033. 

The funding will be dis-
tributed on a first-come, 
first-served basis until 
the end of March 2021, 
when the scheme will 
close. For more informa-
tion, visit https://gigabit-
voucher.culture.gov.uk/ 
and use the postcode 
checker to check eligi-
bility before selecting a 
supplier. 

Residents can also con-
tact Digital Durham with 
any questions about the 
scheme on 03000 261 
160, or email digital.dur-
ham@durham.gov.uk. 

MORE FUNDING is being 
made available to help 
County Durham’s rural 
businesses and residents 
access a faster internet 
connection. 

Durham County Council 
is adding £500,000 to top 
up a government funding 
scheme, helping to con-
nect properties in some 
of the hardest to reach 
areas of the country. 

The Gigabit Broadband 
Voucher Scheme (GBVS) 
offers a one-off contri-
bution to businesses and 
residents in rural areas to 
subsidise the installation 
costs of a gigabit-capa-
ble, full-fibre broadband 
connection. 

The top-up doubles the 
funding amount availa-
ble through the GBVS to 
eligible applicants. For 
homes, the maximum 
funding per voucher will 
be £3,000, while SMEs 
(small and medium-en-
terprises) can claim up to 
£7,000. 

The council’s top-up is 
available to rural prop-
erties with download 
speeds of less than 30 
Megabits per second 
(Mbps). 

The vouchers must be 
used as part of a group 
project of two or more 

FUNDING TO BOOST RURAL 
BROADBAND IN COUNTY DURHAM

Residents can claim £3,000 and businesses £7,000 to pool together and pay for installation costs of a 
gigabit-capacity full-fibre broadband connection where speeds are currently below 30mb download. 

TAXIS
SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Local Accountancy & Taxation firm based in Spennymoor, 
Established Since 1983, looking after a range of businesses with 

Financial and Taxation Advice
Companies | Self Employed | Partnerships | Financial Accounts 
Tax Returns | CIS | Payroll | Capital Gains | VAT and much more

Free no-obligation Consultation
 Tel:- 01388 815324

Address:- 29 Whitworth Terrace, Spennymoor, Co Durham, DL16 7LE
Email:- info@barrysummers.co.uk | Website:- www.barrysummers.co.uk

DUE TO the new govern-
ment Coronavirus guid-
ance, which commenced 
on Monday regarding 
people gathering, the 
Allotment Committee 
meeting will not go ahead 
on Thursday 17th Sep-
tember.

“The intention is to 
host a remote meeting 
in the near future,” said 
a spokesperson, adding, 
“we will update with fur-
ther news.”

For any queries, con-
tact the Town Council on 
01388 721788.

CHILTON ALLOTMENTS 
MEETING TO BE RESCHEDULED

S H I LD O N
M O TO R   C O M PA N Y

WE HAVE MOVED TO LARGER PREMISES!
ONLY MINUTES FROM THE A1M,

Junction 60 and A689. Nav, DL17 9DE

●FIN A NCE SPECIA LIST
●WE BU Y CA RS FO R CASH

●WA RR A NT Y PROVIDED
●A A A PPROV ED DE A LER

●PA RT E XCH A NG E WELCO M E

Mainsforth Road, Ferryhill
Co Durham, DL17 9DE
Tel: 01740 652266
Email: info@shildonmotorco.co.uk
www.shildonmotorco.co.uk

● ZERO DEPOSIT FINANCE

● APPLY DIRECT

● SUIT YOUR BUDGET

● WE LIKE TO SAY... YES

Need to contact the Chapter about a Classified?

T: (01388) 775 896
E: chapter@swd.news


