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SHILDON RAILWAY Insti-
tute’s function hall was 
filled with residents who 
flocked to the Save Our 
Stute campaign group’s 
public meeting on 
Wednesday 22nd May.

As a result, the group 
is appealing for further 
feedback and ideas on 
how the Shildon Railway 
Institute can best serve 
the community of Shil-
don.

The group was 
extremely encouraged by 
the support shown for the 
meeting, with the Insti-

tute’s function hall filled 
with residents keen to 
have their say. 

The meeting was 
opened by Dave Reyn-
olds, one of the small 
team behind Save Our 
Stute, who explained the 
events leading up to the 
campaign, the case for 
protecting the Institute 
and its potential to evolve 
to meet the needs of the 
community. 

Jane Hackworth-Young, 
a descendent of Insti-
tute founder, and its first 
President, Timothy Hack-

worth, spoke of the herit-
age value of the building 
and its potential to be part 
of the railway bicentenary 
celebrations in 2025. 

Shaun Thompson, cur-
rent Secretary of the 
Institute Committee, gave 
an impassioned rallying 
speech, making reference 
to the generations of Shil-
don residents that had 
made the Railway Insti-
tute part of their lives.

He observed that the 
number of people who 
had turned up for the 
meeting demonstrated 

that Shildon does care 
about what happens to its 
facilities.

He also outlined meas-
ures that had already 
been taken to reduce 
running costs while mini-
mising impact to opening 
hours. 

The meeting ran for 
almost two hours as res-
idents, some with family 
roots in Shildon going 
back generations, some 
more recent, putting for-
ward questions and sug-

SUCCESSFUL ‘STUTE MEETING 
PROMPTS CALL FOR MORE FEEDBACK

Residents packed the Shildon Railway Institute in a show of support to campaigners seeking to save the building from closure. 

EACH WEDNESDAY morn-
ing, between 10am and 12 
noon, Shildon Salvation 
Army offers a free service 
for individuals to use their 
chrome books to access 
the internet. 

The books are linked to 
the Job Centre and can be 
used in job searches. 

The notebooks auto-
matically record the time 
spent searching with 
the Job Centre to enable 
those on Job Seekers 
allowance to attain the 
required hours to receive 
their benefit. 

“We are also able to 
offer support in putting 
together an individual’s 
CV and anything else they 
may require,” said Com-
manding Officer of Shil-
don Corps, Major Adrian 
Coupe.

“At present this service 
is severely under used 
and as such it is at risk 
of closure,” warned Major 
Coupe.

“It would be a great 
shame if this service was 
lost to the community,” he 
added.

“If you are an individual 
who needs this access, 
then please come along 
and use the facility. 

“We always have free tea 
and coffee with biscuits 
on offer and we would 
love to see you there.”

SALVATION 
ARMY HOST 
EMPLOYMENT 
PLUS
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Passed  Away

Classifieds
All about local people ...

BirthdaysIn Memoriam

Raymond Anthony 
White 
(Ray)

May 24th, peacefully in 
hospital, surrounded by his 

loving family, of Shildon, 
aged 89 years

Will family and friends 
please meet for service 

at Shildon Salvation Army 
Citadel on Friday, June 

7th, at 11.30am, followed 
by committal at the Wear 

Valley Crematorium, 
Coundon. Family flowers 
only please, donations in 
memory of Ray if desired 

may be offered to the 
Stroke Association and 

Salvation Army. 
As this is a celebration of 
Ray’s life, guests are not 

obliged to wear mourning 
colours. Ray requested 

that all guests are to wear 
items of brightly coloured 

clothing.

Loving husband to Olwyn, a 
devoted and a much-loved 
dad to Dianne, respected 

father-in-law to Neil, a 
beloved grandad to Yazmyn 

and Robert, a very dear 
brother to Alex and the late 
Wendy. Also a dear uncle, 
cousin, nephew and good 

friend to many.

In Memoriam

I wander to your graveside
And place your flowers with 

care,
No one knows the 

heartache
As I turn and leave you there

Vera Thornberry
6th June 2016

Loved and missed every 
minute of every day Mam,
Until we meet again Mam, 
I’m sending you my eternal 

love, your forever loving son
Mike
xxxxx

It seems you left me 
yesterday

The wounds are still 
so sore,

But every second 
of every day

I miss you more and more
Those we love don’t go 

away
They walk beside us 

every day,
Unseen, unheard, but 

always near
Still loved and missed

Very dear

For as long as there are 
memories

You’ll always live on in our 
hearts

Vera Thornberry
(nee Hall)

6th June 2016

Missed every day Mam,
Love always,

Elaine, Eph, Danielle 
& William

xxxxx

Wish you were still here 
Mam

Much loved and missed by 
everyone

Vera Thornberry
6th June

Lots of love,
Stephen, Pauline & family

Mam, a heart can feel so 
many things that words can 

never say,
The sadness that this day 
brings will never go away

Vera Thornberry
6th June

Very much missed,
Love always,

Sue
xxx

So much in life has altered 
So much in life is new,

But one thing never 
changes

And that’s the love I have 
for you

Always loved and always 
missed

Vera Thornberry
Nan

Lillian & Ike
xxx

In Memoriam

Treasured memories of a 
devoted mam, mother-in-

law, nanna and great nanna

June O’Brien
4.6.09

Loved and remembered 
every day, 

From Denise, Walter, Karen, 
Keith, Neil and their families

We think about you every 
day

We talk about you too,
We have many precious 

memories
But we wish we still had you

John Bell
05.10.1954 - 09.06.2013

Your loving wife Sandra, 
daughter Rebecca and 

partner Krissy and 
grandchildren Lewis, Bella 

and Frankee
xxx

Heartaches in this world 
are many

To lose your daughter was 
worse than any

Ann Marie Towers
(nee Harker)

Died 10th June 2009

I’ll never forget you pet,
Love Mam

x

You won’t come back I 
know that’s true

But one day Ann, I’ll come 
to you

Happy 18th Birthday 
Megan, we are so proud

Megan Mulley

Love you loads, 
Auntie Jessica 

& Uncle Andrew

18!
Birthday Memories

Happy Birthday Dottie
Miss you every minute of 

every day

Dot Younghusband
June 7th

Love you forever
Keith

Megan Mulley
8th June

Love you loads,
Mam & Ian

xx

Happy 18th Birthday Megan
So proud of you

18!

Happy 18th Birthday to my 
sister Megan

Megan Mulley

Enjoy your day,
Love Caitlyn & Lewis

xx

Happy 18th Birthday 
Megan

Megan Mulley

Love you always,
Sam, Mark & Luna

xx

18 today Megan

Megan Mulley

We love you loads,
Kenzie & Rocco

Need to contact 

The Crier?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@swd.news
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NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

for rent
Elm Drive, Shildon 

Two-bed house in excellent 
condition, with patio doors to 
garden. Very popular location 
near local school. £400pcm.
To arrange viewing, contact  

local landlords 
Fred & Margaret Archer on:

07975 747610 or 07711 709855

Classifieds

Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

Birthdays

Classifieds
All about local people ...

Happy 18th Birthday

Megan Mulley

Love Grandad

Jeanette Slater
(Colvin)
7th June

Love from Elaine, Ian, Dean, 
Rachel & Matilda

x

Never too old to clown 
around sister
Happy 60th

60!

Happy 60th Jeanette

Jeanette Slater
(Colvin)

Lots of love,
Mam & Stephen

Happy 60th sister

Jeanette Slater
(Colvin)

Love Diane, Doug & family
xxx

BirthdaysBirthdays

Happy 60th Birthday to our 
one in a million wife, 

mam & nan

Jeanette Slater
7th June

Love from Trev, Sam, 
Lewis & Isabel

60!

Barbara Fuller
12th June

All our love,
Rachel, Scott, Connor & Zak

xx

The Big 60!
Happy Birthday to a special 

Mam & Nanna,
Have a fantastic day

60!

Happy 60th Birthday

Barbara Fuller
12th June

Love from staff and 
management at Jubilee 

Fields Community Centre
xxx

Services

House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

For Sale

New double divan
£120. Mattress £90. Delivery 
arranged. 07789 113 343

Fathers Day
Sunday 16th June

Let your Dad know how much you love him 
with a message in The Crier.

Messages cost 42p per word plus £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. Email your message to crier@swd.news, 

call 01388 775896 or call into our office upstairs in the 
Town Council Building, Civic Hall Square, before noon 

on Tuesday 11th June.

SHILDON METHODIST 
Church is hosting an 
Afternoon Tea and Enter-
tainment on Tuesday 11th 
June from 3pm-4.30pm.

Tickets for the event are 
priced at £6 and available 

AFTERNOON TEA AT METHODISTS
from Pat Scott on 01388 
775366.

For more information 
about the church and all 
its activities, visit their 
website at www.shildon 
methodistchurch.org.

THE LATEST race in the 
Old Shildon Homing Soci-
ety season saw the birds 
liberated at Maidstone in 
Kent on Saturday 1st June 
for a 254 mile race home.

The birds set off at 
8.10am with W Stott & 
Son arriving home first at 

12.58pm. 
In second place was 

Smith Alderson & Spark 
with JM Bell third. 

Smith Alderson & Spark 
also took the fourth and 
fifth spots, while Gray 
Bros claimed the final 
scoring place in sixth.

RACING PIGEON RESULTS

THERE WAS no jackpot 
winner after Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club’s latest 
lottery draw at the football 
ground social club on Sun-
day 2nd June.

The six numbers drawn 
were: 5, 7, 9, 10, 12 and 16. 
The £25 consolation prize 

was won by G Nicholson. 
This week, players must 
match 6 from 17 to claim a 
£550 jackpot prize.

Tickets for the lottery 
can be bought at outlets 
across the town. Just look 
for the lottery poster in 
shop windows.

LOTTO JACKPOT ROLLS OVER

ST. JOHN’S Church will 
host a concert by North-
ern Voices on Saturday 
8th June, from 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £4 each 
including refreshments 

and are available from 
Paul and Lynne on 01325 
311798 or 07752 618 587. 

All proceeds from the 
event are in aid of church 
funds.

NORTHERN VOICES CONCERT

DO YOU care for some-
one, or do you know 
someone who does?

Are you looking to go 
somewhere with friends 
old and new?

In which case, Holly 
Lodge in Maddison Street, 
Shildon is hosting a Mon-
day Social Afternoon every 
Monday from 1.30pm until 

4pm.
Everyone is welcome 

to go along and refresh-
ments are available to pur-
chase. 

“Simply drop in or give 
us a call,” said a spokes-
person. 

For further information, 
call 01388 779265 and ask 
for either Tracey or Ann.

MONDAY SOCIAL AFTERNOON
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bands coming from far 
and wide to use what have 
been quoted as being 
“one of the best rings in 
the region”.  

The bells are part of Shil-
don’s heritage with the 
bell frames and wheels 
painted in the railway col-
ours.

There are photos of the 
bells being delivered back 
in 1902 by GNER staff. 

The refurbishment is 
going to cost around 
£30,000 and local peo-
ple have currently raised 
£25,000.

The work is due to start 

at the beginning of Sep-
tember, so the rush is on 
to raise the last £5,000. 

The Tower Captain said: 
“We would love the peo-
ple of Shildon to help and 
Shildon Alive have kindly 
agreed to be a donation 
point.  

“If you would like to 
donate you can either 
drop your donation into St. 
John’s Church on a Thurs-
day morning or a Sunday 
or you can also leave your 
donation at Shildon Alive 
on Church Street.  

“Please mark your enve-
lope Bell Fund.”

ST JOHN’S bell ringers 
have been spending time 
fundraising in order to 
have the church bells 
refurbished.

The bells were installed 
in 1902 and since then 
have been heard ringing 
out across Shildon in war 
and peace.

Today the bells are used 
weekly for practice as 
well as most Sundays, for 
local weddings and for 
civic occasions.  

Ringers come from 
across the community 
ranging in age from 9 
years to 70+, with visiting 

RACE IS ON TO RAISE FINAL FUNDS FOR 
ST JOHN’S BELLS REFURBISHMENT

St John’s Church bells have been described as one of the best rings in the region.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

Shildon Gardens 
& Allotments Guild

Based behind Shildon Civic Hall, Shildon

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY
8.30am - 11am

Now accepting Credit 
& Debit Card payments

SHILDON SALVATION 
Army, based in Cross 
Street will be hosting its 
monthly Jumble Sale on 
Tuesday 11th June from 
10am  until 11am.

Tables at the sale will 

JUMBLE SALE AT ARMY
include clothing, bric-a-
brac, cakes and much 
more.

“Come along and pick 
up a bargain,” said Com-
manding Officer, Major 
Adrian Coupe.

SHILDON ROYAL British 
Legion is holding a Social 
Evening at Shildon Foot-
ball Club on Dean Street 
on Friday 21st June, start-
ing at 7pm.

The band, Midnight Hour 
will be performing and 
tickets will cost £5, which 

includes a pie and peas 
supper. Full bar facilities 
will be available. 

It is recommended to 
book early as tickets sell 
very quickly. 

To book your ticket, con-
tact Norman on 07500 
874505.

LEGION SOCIAL EVENING

SHILDON TOWN Council 
has co-opted two new 
town councillors to fill 
recent vacancies in the 
Sunnydale Ward. 

Kelly Ambrosini and 
James Graham were both  
co-opted as a Councillor 
for Sunnydale at the Shil-

SHILDON CO-OPTS NEW 
TOWN COUNCILLORS

Cllrs Kelly Ambrosini and James Graham.

don Town Council meet-
ing recently.

You can find out who 
your local councillor is 
by visiting shildon.gov.uk 
and selecting ‘Your Coun-
cillors’ from the ‘Council & 
Democracy menu at the 
top of the page. 
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10.30am. 
“Wear pyjamas and 

bring your teddy,” said a 
spokesperson.

Cllr Joy Allen, the coun-
cil’s Cabinet member 
for transformation, cul-
ture and tourism, said: 
“There’s nothing like a 
bedtime story and the 
joy it can bring. We don’t 
want a single child to 
miss out on the amaz-
ing benefits of reading 
because we know that 
a child that reads more, 
achieves more. 

“The Pyjamarama cam-
paign aims to give every 
child the chance to experi-
ence that excitement and 
wonder and to encourage 
families to read with their 
little ones each night.

To mark the campaign, 
copies of Car, Car, Truck, 
Jeep by Katrina Sharman 
and Nick Sharratt will be 
given away to children 
up to the age of five who 
visit the library between 
3rd and 9th June, while 
stocks last.

Children can also wear 
their pyjamas and dress-
ing gown to Toddler Time, 
at which they will be able 
to share and read stories 
and sing rhymes. Young-
sters can also make their 
own headbands at the 
sessions and colour in a 
pair of pyjamas and add 
them to a display.

To find out more about 
activities at county librar-
ies, visit www.durham.
gov.uk/libraries.

CHILDREN ARE being 
encouraged to wear their 
pyjamas to County Dur-
ham libraries as part of a 
national campaign.

Libraries are taking part 
in BookTrust’s Pyjamar-
ama which aims to get 
youngsters all over the UK 
reading bedtime stories.

From Monday 3rd, to 
Sunday 9th June, librar-
ies across the county 
are hosting Pyjamarama 
activities including a 
book giveaway and craft 
sessions, as well as the 
opportunity for children 
to attend regular Toddler 
Times in their pyjamas.

Shildon Library will be 
hosting Pyjamarama for 
children aged 0-5 years 
on Saturday 8th June at 

WEAR YOUR PYJAMAS TO 
COUNTY DURHAM LIBRARIES

Brodie and Dakota Hull, aged 5 and 3 respectively, with a member of staff enjoying 
Pyjamarama at Shildon Library.

Damp Proofing Specialist 
Timber Treatments

Condensation Problems
Damp Surveys

30 Year Guarantee
07854 493727

www.key-interiors.co.uk

Pass + 
Driving School
29 yea rs expe ri ence

H igh Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons on ly £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481

PRINCE BISHOP
TREE & GARDEN SERVICES

Tree Surgery & Pruning
Lawn & Garden Care

No job too big or small
Discount for OAPs. 

Locally based.
For a competitive, friendly 

and reliable service,
Call Sean on 07384 628648

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

gestions for a panel com-
prising of the speakers 
and institute committee 
members. 

A wide range of subjects 
was broached, including 
the lack of public knowl-
edge that the Institute is 
a social club open to the 
public.

Also discussed were 
people’s experiences of 
using the Institute, local 
public transport links, 
potential entertainments 
and services that the 
Institute could provide as 
well as how best to make 
the Railway Institute part 
of an overall Shildon visi-
tor experience. 

There was a general 
acknowledgement that it 
would take a considera-
ble amount of effort and 
money to lift the Institute 
from its present predica-
ment. 

However, there was an 
encouraging show of 
support for that process 
as a number of those in 
attendance came for-
ward to join the campaign 
or signed up to become 
members and supporters 
at the end of the meeting.

Save Our Stute has since 
met with the Institute 
Committee to hand over 
a written account of the 
points raised by the pub-
lic. 

The next steps are now 
to devise a plan to put 
some of the feedback into 
action as well as reaching 
out to work with those 
who wanted to be part of 
the campaign group. 

Campaign member Dave 
Reynolds said: “What the 
meeting showed was 
that people here feel that 
enough Shildon folk care 
about the Institute and 
don’t want to see it lost, 
particularly as it’s owned 
by the community. 

“We’re convinced now 
that the community 
wants to work together 
to fight for a future for 
the institute, to not only 
save it from closure but to 
improve upon it and rein-
state it at the heart of the 
community. 

“We can clearly see that 
over the years something 
has gone wrong, but the 
history of the Institute 
shows that it can evolve, 
and has evolved in the 
past, to meet the chang-
ing needs of a town. It can 
do so again. 

“We want to continue 
listening to people to bet-
ter understand what the 
neighbourhood needs 
and would get behind, 
and we know there were 
many people that couldn’t 
attend the meeting for 
various reasons.

“With that in mind we’ve 
launched a new website 
www.shildonrailway.institute  
and can now accept feed-
back by email to the new 
feedback@shildonrailway. 
institute address. 

“For those who prefer 
pen and ink, we’ve also 
placed a suggestion box 
within the Institute itself.

“There’s no time limit 
to coming forward with 
questions, feedback or 
suggestions; but the more 
input we can get early in 
the process, the better we 
can shape the vision for 
the future. 

“We’d also like to 
encourage anyone else 
wanting to be involved to 
either become an Insti-
tute member or join the 
Save Our Stute group.

“Together we think we 
can change what looked 
to be an inevitable out-
come.” 

Dave can be contacted 
by emailing saveourstute 
@shildonrailway.institute  
or by calling 07967 
202583.

SAVE OUR STUTE CAMPAIGN
FROM PAGE 1
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Accompanying parents,  
Cameron Hammond and 
fiancé, Morgan Davison 
were Godparents, Fern 
Lowery,  Shelby Davison, 
Anthony Hankey, Chloe 
Hammond, Courtney 
Cairns and Kellie William-

son.
The couple were 

engaged on 2nd January. 
Cameron, who is orig-

nally from Durham, is an 
Assembler at Husqvarna 
while Morgan, from Shil-
don, is a full time mam. 

ST JOHN’S Church in 
Shildon was a scene of 
baptismal  celebration 
on Sunday, 2nd June 
when six-month old Bry-
die-Leigh Hammond, who 
was born on 3rd Decem-
ber, was Christened.

CHRISTENING AT ST JOHN’S
Baby Brydie-Leigh Hammond, with her parents and Godparents at St John’s.

This  week  in  History
5 June 1968
Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy, a presiden-
tial candidate, is shot 
three times in the 
Ambassador Hotel in 
Los Angeles by Pales-
tinian, Sirhan Sirhan. 
He died the next day.

8 June 1968
James Earl Ray, an 
escaped American 
convict, is arrested in 
London and charged 
with the assassina-
tion of American civil 
rights leader, Martin 
Luther King, Jr.

6 June 1949
Nineteen Eighty-four, 
George Orwell’s 
novel of a dystopian 
future is published. 
Its all-seeing leader, 
Big Brother, becomes 
a universal symbol for 
intrusive government.

9 June 1891
The great composer 
and lyricist Cole 
Porter - one of the 
most important 
American songwriters 
of the 20th century 
- is born in Peru, 
Indiana.

7 June 1893
Mohandas K. Gandhi, 
a young Indian lawyer 
working in South 
Africa, refuses to 
comply with racial 
segregation rules on a 
train, in his first act of 
civil disobedience. 

10 June 1692
Bridget Bishop, the 
first colonist to be 
tried in the Salem 
witch trials, in Salem 
Village, Massachusetts 
is hanged after being 
found guilty of the 
practice of witchcraft.

Does your child complain 
they have nothing to do? 

Visit www.
countydurhamfamilies.info
or like www.facebook.com/

youngdurham for events, 
news and young people’s 

activities.

PEOPLE LIVING in private 
rented property are being 
reminded of new legal pro-
tection measures which 
came into effect this week.

The introduction of the 
Tenant Fees Act 2019 on 
Saturday 1st June will 
protect those who have 
an assured shorthold ten-
ancy, who rent student 
accommodation and who 
have a licence to occupy 
housing.

Durham County Council’s 
trading standards team is 
raising awareness among 
members of the public 
who rent property as to 
their rights, whilst reiter-
ating the legal obligations 
of landlords and property 
agents to their tenants.

Any new agreements 
entered into cannot require 
a tenant, or anyone acting 
on their behalf or guaran-
teeing their rent, to make 
certain payments in con-
nection with the tenancy. 

From 1st June 2020, the 
requirements will apply 
to all pre-existing agree-
ments.

Landlords and property 
agents cannot require 
tenants to enter into a 
contract with a third party 
or make a loan connected 
to the tenancy. A finan-
cial cap is also imposed 
in respect of some pay-
ments.

From Saturday 1st June, 
for any new agreements 
entered into, the only pay-
ments that a tenant can be 
required to pay are: 
• The rent.
• A refundable tenancy 

deposit capped at no 
more than five weeks’ 
rent where the annual 
rent is below £50,000 or 
six weeks above this. 

• A refundable holding 
deposit (to reserve a prop-
erty) capped at no more 
than one week’s rent. Mul-
tiple deposits cannot be 
held from a prospective 
tenant for the same prop-
erty at one time.

• Where a tenant requests 
a change to their tenancy 
agreement, for example a 
change of person sharing, 
the landlord or agent can 
charge up to £50 in fees 
to amend the agreement, 
or a higher fee if this can 
be justified as being a rea-
sonable cost incurred.

• Payments in respect of 

utilities, communication 
services, TV licence or 
council tax.

• A default fee for late pay-
ment of rent or replace-
ment of a lost key/
security device where 
required under a tenancy 
agreement. 
If the fee does not appear 

on the above list, then it is a 
prohibited payment, which 
is outlawed by the ban.

Joanne Waller, head of 
environment, health and 
consumer protection with 
Durham County Council, 
said: “This new legislation 
seeks to ensure transpar-
ency for private rented 
sector housing tenants of 
the costs and fees they are 
liable to pay.

“We will initially raise 
awareness with landlords 
and letting agents as to 
their legal responsibilities, 
with further monitoring to 
ensure compliance with 
the law.

“We will investigate com-
plaints, and should we find 
any non-compliances it 
could lead to financial pen-
alties of up to £5,000. Fur-
ther breaches can lead to 
criminal prosecution and 
banning orders from act-
ing as a landlord or letting 
agent.”

Other measures to pro-
tect consumers and busi-
ness were also brought 
in earlier this year. Since 
1st April, property agents 
who hold client money are 
required to be a member of 
an approved client money 
protection scheme.

This requirement exists 
where they hold money 
on behalf of a landlord or 
tenant before the payment 
becomes due. 

Failure to do so could 
lead to a financial penalty 
of £30,000 being imposed. 

Information as to 
the membership of an 
approved scheme requires 
display of the membership 
certificate at office prem-
ises and on websites of 
the property business.

Further advice for ten-
ants is available from the 
Citizens Advice Consumer 
Helpline on 03454 04 05 
06. Landlords and letting 
agents seeking further 
advice can contact the 
council’s business com-
plaints team at trading 
standards@durham.gov.uk.

NEW TENANCY ACT 
SAFEGUARDS TENANTS

INNOVATIONS,  THE day 
care service provider 
for people with special 
needs, is inviting read-
ers to its  Summer Fair, 
which is being held at The 

Junction, 154 Newgate 
Street in Bishop Auckland 
on Friday 7th June  from 
10.30am until 2.30pm. 

All are welcome to go 
along.

INNOVATIONS SUMMER FAIR

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier



7

Friday 7th June 2019 For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

opportunity for people 
to learn new skills, gain 
practical experience and 
achieve qualifications in 
the workplace, whilst also 
earning a wage.

He said: “When I started 
off I never thought I would 
end up being a corporate 
director in one of the big-
gest councils in the coun-
try. Through hard work 
and support from the 
council, the opportunity 
does exist to go as far as 
you want to go. 

“Apprenticeships pro-
vide some really good, 
balanced experience and 
provide the opportunity 
to work your way through 
the organisation, develop-
ing a wide range of skills 
that are invaluable in 
building a career in local 
government.”

Thirty-two-year-old for-
mer stay-at-home mum, 
Gemma Rodgerson, is 
also an advocate for 
apprenticeships. 

Gemma began a civil 
engineering apprentice-
ship with the council in 
September 2018, combin-

ing one day a week stud-
ying at Teesside Univer-
sity with four days in the 
office or out on site, work-
ing with her colleagues on 
various road network pro-
jects across the county. 

Gemma said: “My life 
is completely different 
since starting as a DCC 
apprentice. 

“I had been a stay-at-
home mum for over five 
years, so coming to work 
full time was a huge 
change. 

“The opportunities I’ve 
had in terms of educa-
tion and in the workplace 
are amazing; the civil 
engineering degree has 
been challenging but I’m 
enjoying it so much, and 
I couldn’t ask for a better 
team to be working with.”

In January 2019, 
Gemma was appointed to 
a permanent post with the 
council and is continuing 
to develop her technical 
skills within the traffic 
assets team and taking 
on more responsibility for 
the projects she works 
on.

She said: “When I grad-
uate as a civil engineer 
I will have four years of 
experience in my field as 
well as my degree, which 
is fantastic.”

Durham County Council 
will continue to advertise 
further apprenticeship 
vacancies throughout the 
year at www.northeast-
jobs.org.uk.

PEOPLE LOOKING to 
change or kickstart their 
career have just a few 
days left to apply for a 
range of exciting appren-
ticeships with Durham 
County Council. 

The council is currently 
recruiting to a wide range 
of vacancies, due to start 
in September, and is wel-
coming applicants of all 
ages and backgrounds. 

People have until Sunday 
9th June to apply for the 
posts, which are adver-
tised at www.northeast 
jobs.org.uk

Sixty-eight posts are 
available from entry to 
degree level in a range 
of occupations including 
business administration, 
ICT, financial manage-
ment, civil engineering, 
planning, highways, elec-
trical, bricklaying and hor-
ticulture. 

The council’s corporate 
director for resources, 
John Hewitt, began his 
career with a council 
apprenticeship and is rec-
ommending the choice 
to others as a fantastic 

STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR 
COUNCIL APPRENTICESHIPS

Gemma Rodgerson with fellow apprentices Gregory Artley (left), Matthew Clogg (middle) 
and Ewan Brown (right).

SHILDON AFC Supporters 
Club is calling for volun-
teers who can spare any 
amount of time to help 
with the club’s annual 
spruce up in preparation 
for the coming season.

The weekend spruce up 
will take place on Satur-
day 8th and Sunday 9th  
June, from 9am onwards 
each day.

The weekend will involve 

SHILDON AFC SPRUCE UP

Shildon AFC is holding a spruce up weekend on Saturday 
8th and Sunday 9th June. 

a general clean up around 
the ground as well as 
painting of the perimeter 
boards.

Volunteers are asked, 
wherever possible to 
bring along any spare tins 
of white paint they may 
have, paintbrushes and 
rollers.

Equipment will also be 
provided for those who 
cannot bring any along.

slimmingworld.co.uk
0344 897 8000

with
Slimming World
be delicious!

MONDAY 
5:00pm

Shildon Jubilee Fields
Community Centre 

Judith: 07973 460919

THURSDAY 
5:00pm & 7:00pm

Shildon Jubilee Fields
Community Centre 

Judith: 07973 460919

FRIDAY 
9:30am

Shildon Jubilee Fields 
Community Centre

Judith: 07973 460919

For self-employed 
career opportunities 

Contact Davina 
 07920 859 665

TUESDAY 
3:30pm, 5:30pm & 7:30pm

Coundon Welfare Hall
Judith: 07973 460919

WEDNESDAY 
9:30am & 11:30am

Coundon Welfare Hall
Judith: 07973 460919

SHILDON AFC is planning 
for the new season and 
asking the community if 
anyone would like to vol-
unteer at the club.

A spokesperson said: 
“Things are really starting 
to take shape for the com-
ing season. 

“We have so much 
planned and have organ-
ised a Volunteer Meeting 
at the clubhouse on Satur-
day 8th June from 2-3pm 

to explain to people what 
we are doing and what 
you can do to help the 
football club. 

“We are looking for 
volunteers to help with 
match day support, hospi-
tality support, clubhouse 
events and fundraising 
support.

“Anyone interested in 
becoming involved with 
the club is very welcome 
to attend.”

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
AT SHILDON AFC

All makes, cars, 4x4s and 
vans serviced and repaired

01325 307 260
Leaside North, Newton Aycliffe, DL5 6DU
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the boys would finish and 
they did everyone, includ-
ing the football club and 
the town proud by taking 
the victory to be crowned 
tournament champions.

A spokesperson said: 
“All the children were a 
credit to Shildon AFC and 
demonstrated nothing but 
sportsmanship, not only 

on the pitch but off the 
pitch too. 

“Kieran as coach and the 
parents and carers again 
stood behind the team all 
day and their support and 
encouragement was sec-
ond to none. 

“It was an amazing day 
all round and a great expe-
rience for the young side.” 

ON SATURDAY, 1st June, 
Shildon AFC U7’s spent 
the day playing some 
outstanding football and 
demonstrated first class 
sportsmanship. 

The team, who train with 
coach Kieran Day every 
Tuesday night and Satur-
day morning, took part in 
the Soccer Starz Lower 
League Championships at 
Redcar and ended the day 
as champions. 

The morning consisted 
of five games with the 
boys winning three of their 
five ties to progress to the 
semi finals. 

Parents, coaches and 
opponents saw the team 
work hard to construct 
incisive passes, with the 
forwards peppering the 
opposition goals while the 
defence remained solid at 
the back.

Just as the side were due 
to play in the semi finals, 
the weather changed, but 
the rain didn’t deter the 
boys. 

The team played 
superbly to win the match 
and take their place in the 
final, to the delight of the 
players, coach, parents 
and carers. 

After a long day’s foot-
ball, it was down to the 
final match to see where 

U7s WIN REDCAR TOURNAMENT

Coach, Kieran Day with (left to right) middle: Jenson, Craig 
and Daniel and bottom: Danny, Albie, Bobby and Jack.

DURHAM TIGERS played 
their third league game 
of the season away to 
Durham Demons on a 
warm, humid afternoon 
at Durham Road pitches, 
Houghton Le-Spring.

Tigers had the better of 
the opening 10 minutes, 
but the Demons then took 
the game to the Tigers, 
scoring 26 points to no 
reply in the next fifteen.

On 25 minutes, Tigers 
scored a William Thom 
Try, but missed the con-
version.

Back came the Demons 
with a further two tries 
and conversions for a half 
time lead of 38-4.

The second half carried 
on much the same way 
with Demons scoring two 

more tries and one con-
version before the Tigers 
scored their second try 
of the day through Jordan 
Palliser, with Euan Kitch-
ing adding the conversion.

However, the score 
seemed to spur on the 
home side and Demons 
scored three more tries 
and one conversion.

Tigers finished the last 
ten minutes the stronger 
of the two, scoring two 
excellent team tries 
through James Cronin 
and Jamie Allison and one 
conversion from Kitching.  

A further try and con-
version from the Demons 
made the final score 
68-20.

Man of the match for 
Tigers was 16-year-old 

THIRD DEFEAT FOR TIGERS IN LEAGUE 

LAST SATURDAY, Shil-
don Railway Cricket Club 
played host to league 
leaders Saltburn in the 
North Yorks & South Dur-
ham ECB Premier Cricket 
League Division 3 fixture, 
sponsored by Gladiator 
Nutrition. 

The early afternoon rain 
delayed the start of the 
match and reduced the 
game to 31 overs per side.

Shildon batted first and 
the weaknesses which 
have been apparent 
all season, were again 
exposed, as the Railway-
men struggled to 112 all 
out. 

Phil Garbutt (22) and 
Chris Lye (21) were the 
only batsmen of note, as 
the side just failed to bat 
out their allotted overs. 

Shildon’s bowlers gave 
the side hope, but the vis-
itors eventually crossed 
the victory line from the 
first ball of the final over, 
reaching 113 for 8, despite 
the best efforts of Rob 
Nevison (3-12) and Chris 
Young (3-28).

Shildon now lie in 6th 
position, one place below 
local rivals Bishop Auck-
land, whom they visit 

on Saturday in the next 
league fixture.

Earlier in the week, 
Shildon romped home 
against Cockerton in the 
first round of the SG Petch 
sponsored Eggleston Cup. 

At home, Shildon bat-
ted first and took advan-
tage of the poor bowling 
attack, racing to 195-2 in 
their 20 overs. 

Michael Lumley (69 not 
out), Michael Roberts (46 
not out) and Shane Row-
ley (44) enjoying the feast 
of runs. 

Cockerton, in reply, col-
lapsed to 33 all out. 

Shildon will host Hun-
wick in the next round, on 
either 11th or 12th June. 

Sadly, what looks like 
a serious knee injury, 
suffered whilst fielding, 
is likely to keep Michael 
Lumley out of the side for 
some time. 

As the Crier goes to 
press, Shildon host Stock-
ton in the semi-final of the 
Ken Welsh Cup, hoping to 
earn themselves a home 
final berth on 20th June.

However, big improve-
ments in the batting are 
necessary if this is to be 
achieved.

LEAGUE LEADERS SCRAPE WIN

Rhys Barnes.
Tigers’ next game is 

their first home match of 
the season, at Sunnydale 
Leisure Centre, against 
Catterick Crusaders on 
Saturday (8th June) with 
kick off at 2:30pm.

Entry is free with domino 
cards and Durham Tigers 
team merchandise on 
sale to raise club funds. 

As well as open age 
training every Wednes-
day at Sunnydale Leisure 
Centre from 6:30pm, the 
club also has women’s 
training every Tuesday at 
Sunnydale from 6:45pm.  
The women’s first game 
is against Whitley Bay Bar-
barians on 16th June from 
1pm at Seghill Rugby Club, 
Cramlington.

SHILDON AFC 
FRIENDLY FIXTURES

Thursday 4th July
Home v Shildon BR
Saturday 6th July

Home v Hartlepool United
Thursday 11th July
Away v Willington
Tuesday 16th July

Home v Spennymoor Town
Saturday 20th July
Away v Carlton Town

Wednesday 24th July
Home v Middlesbrough U23s

Saturday 27th July
Away v Crook Town

Weekday Matches KO 7.30pm, Saturday Matches KO 3pm. 
Match dates and times are subject to change. Check online at 
www.shildonafc.com/fixtures-results for real-time schedule.


