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COMPETITIVE PRICES

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL
Park right outside 

our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

WELCOME TO OUR GYM
Some of the Our Gym volunteers alongside several of the new members.

THE FIRST full public ses-
sion for Our Gym at Chilton 
Community Sports and 
Social Club  was a tremen-
dous success, with a vari-
ety of age ranges signing 
up to become members 
when the facility was 
opened by Cllr Christine 
Potts.  

Families with youngsters 
from the age of 12 signed 

up to train along with sev-
eral more experienced 
community members  
aged 70 plus.

Situated in the former 
club board room, the Gym 
provides residents of 
Chilton with a facility that 
is open every day of the 
week to keep them feeling 
fit and healthy.

Our Gym is open every 

weekday morning from 
9am to 12noon and every 
weekday evening, except 
a Tuesday, from 6pm to 
9pm. The Gym is also 
open on a Saturday from 
9am till 4pm and on a Sun-
day from 9am till 12.30pm.

Each session will have a 
volunteer in place to help 
and support users should 
they need it.

County Councillor Chris-
tine Potts, whose Neigh-
bourhood Budget enabled 
the whole refurbishment, 
and Town Councillor Julie 
Cairns, who project man-
aged the refurbishment, 
are part of a strong team 
of local volunteers ready 
to help anyone wishing to 

EVE OF GALA 
CONCERT 
BY RIPON 
CITY BAND
THRISLINGTON BANNER 
Group is to host an ‘Eve 
of Gala Concert’ by Ripon 
City Band at West Corn-
forth Community Centre 
on Friday 12th July.

Doors open at £7 and 
tickets, costing £4, are 
available from commit-
tee members or by calling 
Bob or Eileen on 01740 
654 534. All children 
must be accompanied by 
an adult.

“Thank you for your sup-
port,” said Eileen.

EAT WISE AND 
SOCIALISE WITH 
WELL BEING 
FOR LIFE
WELL BEING for Life are 
encouraging residents 
to join their Eat Wise and 
Socialise group, which 
takes place every Thurs-
day, between 10am and 
12 noon at Ferryhill Library 
until 4th July.

“Healthy eating isn’t 
about calorie counting, 
elimination diets or expen-
sive ingredients; its about 
real ingredients and wiser 
food choices,” said a 
spokesperson. “Join like-
minded people to socialise 
and share the experience.”

For more details call 
Yvonne Frost on 07826884 
647.
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Support your local 
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

chapter@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Ferryhill & Chilton 
Chapter cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop

BirthdaysFathers’ DayIn Memoriam

Acknowledgements

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you though those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

St. Martha & St. Mary’s
Lazarus House, LInden Road, Ferryhill

Tel: (01740) 650558

Gordon Fletcher & Sons

Lazarus House, LInden Road, Ferryhill

Happy 18th Birthday Ellie

Ellie Hewitson

Lots of love from Mam, 
Dad, Joe, River and all your 

family
xx

18!

10th June

Dad, I wish you were here 
so I can say Happy Father’s 
Day and tell you how much 

I love you, 
but I can’t because you’re 

in Heaven now.

Tom Watson

Thinking of you and miss 
you more each day.

All my love Dad,
Sue
xx

14th June 2014
Brian McKenna

From Ann, Dean, Heather 
& family, and Samantha, 

Stuart & family
xxx

We loved you with an 
everlasting love

15.5.24 - 15.6.16
Evelyn Bulman

Missed and loved 
by all the family

Always in our thoughts

17th June 2018
Phoebe Malpas

Peter, Amanda, Lynn, 
Phil & families

Lovingly remembered

17th June 2015
Fred Gamsby

Love Pat
x

Always in my heart

17th June 2015
Fred Gamsby

Love Debra, John & family
x

Forever in our hearts

Alan James

Miss you Dad,
Love Paula

xxxxx

Forever in my thoughts and 
heart

Birthdays

Happy 18th Birthday 
Daniel

Daniel Nattrass

Lots of love, from Mum, 
Dad, Shaun and all the 

family
xx

18!

17th June

18 Today! 
Have a wonderful 18th 

Birthday Son, we couldn’t 
have asked for more

Joseph Wayman

All our love and support 
always,

Mam & Dad
xxx

18!

19th June

18 Today! 
Happy 18th Joseph
Have a fabulous day

Joseph Wayman

All our love always,
Nana Diane, Uncle Mark, 

Lexi & Daisy
xxx

18!

19th June

18 Today! 
Happy 18th Birthday 

Joseph
Enjoy your day

Joseph Wayman

All our love always,
Nana & Grandad

xxx

18!

19th June

Thank you

From Brendan and his 
family

Brendan would like to thank 
all involved with the recent 
charity football fundraiser 
at Chilton Club. A great day 
was enjoyed by everyone 

who attended. He was 
humbled to be thought of. 

Keep up the great work.
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marriage set up their first 
home together in Newton 
Aycliffe. They returned to 
Chilton after 2 years to 
a house in Opal Avenue, 
which they still own.

The couple have one 
daughter, Ann, and in ear-
lier days enjoyed going 
dancing and on holidays, 
especially visiting Mary’s 
brothers in Canada and 
Australia.

Mary enjoys puzzles 
and embroidery, while 

Ronnie was keen on art-
work and shooting, having 
also been a Kennel Club 
Judge.

They now live together 
in Chilton Care Home, 
where they celebrated 
their wonderful occasion 
with a special party for 
family and friends.

Mary said of her loving 
husband: “I couldn’t have 
wished for anyone else 
but Ronnie. He is the love 
of my life.”

CHILTON COUPLE Ron-
nie and Mary Keers cel-
ebrated their Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary on 
Thursday 6th June, with 
a visit from the town’s 
Mayor, Cllr Elizabeth 
Bruce.

Ronnie, 86, was born 
in Ferryhill while Mary, 
although raised in Chilton, 
was born in London.

Mary, 83, attended Chil-
ton Infants, which is now 
Chilton Care Home.

The couple met at Smart 
& Browns where they were 
both employed, and after 

RONNIE & MARY CELEBRATE 
60 YEARS OF MARRIAGE

Mayor of Chilton Cllr Elizabeth Bruce presents a beautiful bouquet of flowers to Mr & Mrs Keers.

OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Acknowledgement
 Memoriam   Birthday Memoriam

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post or hand this form into:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH 
Please note: All prices include VAT at standard rate.

Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
Amount x 0.42p, (includes VAT): ..........................
Photograph included? (£7.20) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Total (inc. photo): ..........................................
PLEASE NOTE: Cheques should be made payable to: Community Newspaper Support CIC

Contact Name: ...........................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact Number: ........................................................................

FREE Legal Surgery
Every Thursday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(30 minutes free)
Family and Children - Disputes - Property - Wills  
Powers of Attorney - Commercial - Employment 

Personal Injury - Charities
1 Parker Terrace, Ferryhill, County Durham, DL17 8JY

Please contact the office on 
01740 657444

ferryhill@evansco.co.uk

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

New Roofs, Slating, 
Tiling, Felt Roofs etc.

For all your 
roofing needs
Contact Lee

L & L Roofing Services

Mobile: 07970 381075
Home: 01740 653750

PRINCE BISHOP
TREE & GARDEN SERVICES

Tree Surgery & Pruning
Lawn & Garden Care

No job too big or small
Discount for OAPs. 

Locally based.
For a competitive, friendly 

and reliable service,
Call Sean on 07384 628648

be a gym member. 
A spokesperson for the 

gym said: “The Coun-
cillors agree that this is 
a much-needed facility 
in a growing town that 
helps families and adults 

to keep fit in a warm and 
safe environment, whilst 
not having to travel far to 
do so.

“Come along and have 
a chat with one of our 
friendly and supportive 
volunteers and see if this 
could work for you.

COMMUNITY GYM NOW OPEN
FROM PAGE 1

FERRYHILL COMMUNITY SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB

Are you celebrating a 
special occassion? Why 
not hire the Gin Palace!

For more information call into the club

Saturday 15th June in the Concert Room 

The excellent DAVE LEE MICHAELS (plus Bingo)
Cover charge £2
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High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault Finding / Repairs
◊	Extra Lights and Sockets
◊	New Fuse Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	P.A.T Testing
◊	 Landlord Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully Insured
◊	Reliable Service
◊	Satisfaction Guaranteed

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK 
RESPONSE AND A REASONABLY 

PRICED SERVICE
Call Gary on:

01740 474050

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	
someone to come out 

and do a small job?

TAXIS
SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

versary of the D-Day 
Landings in Normandy. 
We are here to remem-
ber all service personnel 
who sadly died or were 
injured on that eventful 

day. 
“We are forever grate-

ful and will never forget.”
Afterwards, a wreath 

was laid at the memo-
rial. 

RESIDENTS WILL be 
aware that 6th June 
2019 marked the 75th 
anniversary of the D-Day 
landings in Normandy. 

At 11am the Mayor of 

Chilton, Councillor E. 
Bruce, raised the Union 
Flag and gave a short 
speech to the crowd 
that gathered. She said: 
“Today is the 7th Anni-

CHILTON MARKS 75TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF D-DAY LANDINGS

Residents gathered at the Chilton Memorial to remember all those who were killed or injured in the D-Day Landings.

summer months in Ferry-
hill Town Cente.  

Town Mayor, Council-
lor Joe Makepeace said: 
“This initiative is a fantas-
tic example of what can be 
achieved when everyone 
in the community works in 
partnership together.

“The children have 
worked extremely hard to 
deliver this project and will 
continue to look after it. I 
very much look forward to 
seeing the results of their 
efforts which will then go 
on to benefit members of 
our very own community.’  

APPROACH TOO and 
local schools have joined 
forces with Ferryhill Town 
Council to plant four 
wooden containers; pro-
viding the community to 
access to free herbs and 
vegetables.

Students from Ferryhill 

Business & Enterprise 
College, Cleves Cross 
Primary and Dean Bank 
Primary School all worked 
together with the Town 
Council to plant up the 
fresh produce, which will 
be ready and freely availa-
ble to the public during the 

VEG FOR ALL IN FERRYHILL
Local School children with Ferryhill Town Council staff and one of the containers they planted with herbs and vegetables.

THE MAYOR of Chilton, 
Councillor Elizabeth 
Bruce, is raising money 
for the town’s Christmas 
lights and local organisa-
tions during her civic year.

There are a large num-
ber of reading books for 
sale in the Council Offices 
(Hutton House, Durham 
Road, Chilton, DL17 0HE).

“Any keen readers are 
more than welcome to 
pop in if interested,” said 
Cllr Bruce, “a donation is 
requested.”

BOOK SALE 
FOR MAYOR’S 
GOOD CAUSES

THE FERRYHILL Six are 
delighted to have a stall 
at the DCVCS event on 
Saturday 15th and Sunday 
16th June in Mainsforth 
Sports Complex. 

A spokesperson said: 
“We will have delicious 
pies, cakes and biscuits; 
brilliant bargains in books 
and jigsaws and a good 
selection of plants.

“Come along and meet 
the gang, have a chat and 
support our fundraising.

FERRYHILL 
SIX HOLD 
FUNDRAISING 
STALL

A FREE coffee morning 
is taking place in Ferry-
hill Station Royal British 
Legion Club on Tuesday 
18th June from 10.30am.

All are welcome to go 
along for coffee and com-
pany.

FREE BRITISH 
LEGION COFFEE 
MORNING

Ferryhill Station WMC

Family Disco
Saturday 15th June  

4pm - 7pm
£1 Admission | 5 Stamps = Free Entry + Free Hot Dog 
Hot dogs on sale + Tuck Shop + Tombola
Any child under 12 must be accompanied by an adult
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Established 1982www.walkertyres.co.uk

Great Deals on New Tyres 
Free Fitting, New Valve, Balance and Scrap Disposal

Huge Selection of Quality Used Tyres for Car, Van and 4x4
Spennymoor 01388 811468
Gateshead 0191 4911 422

24 hour Mobile Tyre Fitting (07931 526 741)
Alignment, Servicing, Brakes, Exhausts, Springs, 

Shock Absorbers, Batteries etc. 
All major credit cards accepted

Walker Tyres, Compound 4, Tudhoe Ind. Est. DL16 6TL

Bellwoods Windows and Doors

15 year guarantee on all UPVC frames and glass
Find us on Facebook. Free quotations.

Tel: 01388 205 670 
Email: info@bellwoodswindowsanddoors.co.uk

Chilton based

Bishop Middleham Plant 
& Recycling Limited
For your Skip Hire (all sizes)
Recycled Stone, Sand, Top Soil, 
Road Planing, Grab Truck Hire, 
Muck Away & Stone Deliveries

Tel: 07917 351667

Dean & Chapter Industrial Estate, Ferryhill DL17 8LH

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

R W LANDSCAPES
Grass cutting from £10
All  garden maintenance
Patios,  Drives,  Fencing

Power Cleaning
Tel Robert: 07841 395 743

Locally Based
rober twatson2018@gmail.com

will be followed by a two 
minute silence. 

The flag will be flown in 
unison with other flags 
being raised across the 
United Kingdom, Chan-
nel Islands and Isle of 
Man in a universal show 
of support, honouring 
Britain’s Armed Forces 
past, present and future, 
and marking a moment 
in history that will long be 
remembered with warmth 
and pride by the men and 
women who make up the 
Armed Forces. 

Following the raising 
of the Armed Forces Day 
flag, tea & coffee will be 
served in the Town Hall, 
and the event will move to 
the Market Place car park 
where there will be stalls 

raising money for Care for 
Casualties and Ferryhill 
Remembers, activities 
by the Ferryhill Scouts, a 
climbing wall and bungee 
trampolines, as well as 
free face painting.

Town Mayor, Council-
lor Joe Makepeace said: 
“Ferryhill Town Council 
is thrilled to host this 
event to demonstrate its 
support for the men and 
women who make up the 
Armed Forces, and work 
so tirelessly to defend the 
UK and its interests.”

For more information 
about the event, contact 
Karen Younghusband at 
Ferryhill Town Hall on 
01740 652157 or email:-
kyounghusband@ferry-
hill.gov.uk.

TO MARK Armed Forces 
Day a special flag rais-
ing event will be taking 
place in the grounds of 
Ferryhill Town Hall at 
9.45am on Saturday 29th 
June, which is the Official 
Armed Forces Day.

Residents are invited 
to congregate at 9.30am 
in the Town Hall gardens 
ready for a speech by the 
Town Mayor of Ferryhill, 
Councillor Joe Make-
peace and a service at 
9.45am by Reverend 
Janet Titterton, who will 
be representing the Meth-
odist Church. 

The flag will be raised by 
retired Major, Alan Brun-
skill, to the sound of the 
bugle played by ex Bugle 
Major Garry Suggett and 

FLAG RAISING MARKS 
ARMED FORCES DAY

Armed Forces Day takes place on Saturday 29th June.

Chilton Academy Friends Coffee Morning
Thank you to family, friends and the litter pickers 
who turned up to our coffee morning on Saturday 
1st June. After expenses for milk and juice, we 
raised £54.78.  
Thank you to Sylvia Cummings for her amazing 
cakes and once again we would like to say a big 
thank you to Nicola at the Wheatsheaf for all her 
help.
Due to lots of upcoming events; Chilton Gala,  St 
Aidan’s Church Fayre and our sponsored walk, we 
have decided to stop the coffee mornings until 
September.

Thank you 
Hazel

Chilton Academy Friends

Letters to the Editor...
Email: chapter@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter, 3-4 First Floor 
Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

DEAN BANK Primary 
School received a visit 
from the Office for 
Standards in Education 
(OFSTED) last month, 
following a notice from 
inspectors two years ago 
that the school required 
improvement.

The inspection went 
very well and the school 
have been moved into the 
GOOD category following 
the rigorous visit.

Head Teacher, Mrs 
Northcott, praised the 
hard work of the staff and 
the support of the Gov-
erning Body in this rapid 
improvement. 

She is delighted that 

OFSTED found the pupil 
behaviour, develop-
ment and welfare to be 
a strength of the school 
and that safeguarding 
at the school was ‘highly 
effective’.

The school was found to 
be Good in all areas and 
again, Mrs Northcott has 
thanked the parents for 
their continued support 
in the changes that have  
needed to be made. 

Mrs Northcott acknowl-
edged, “It is always dif-
ficult to introduce and 
implement new policies 
and procedures, however, 
if it is the best thing for 
our pupils, then I’ll do it”.

DEAN BANK PRIMARY 
IMPROVES OFSTED RATING
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

to meet local needs and 
striving to improve quality 
of life in the community.

Councillor Makepeace 
and Town Clerk Derek 
Shingleton informed the 
Ambassadors that Ferry-
hill Town Council provide, 
maintain and contribute to 
local community groups, 
allotments, parks, car 
parks, open spaces and 
the cemetery. 

The Ambassadors had 
the opportunity to ask 
questions about how the 
council is made up and 
represented and how 
often they meet to make 
decisions on the work and 
direction of the council. 

The Ambassadors also 
took the opportunity to dis-
cuss their recent Dog Poo 

Bag Dispenser project and 
debate whether or not to 
look for ways to move the 
project forward.

Debates were heard from 
all the children before they 
voted in favour of contin-
uing with the project in 
order to keep their com-
munity safe and clean for 
everyone. 

Ambassador Hannah 
White said: “It was a really 
informative visit and we 
would like to thank every-
one at Feryhill Town Coun-
cil for making us feel so 
welcome”.

 A copy of the Ambas-
sador’s report on the 
Dog Poo Bag Dispensers 
and their impact can be 
obtained by emailing gle-
nys@approachtoo.uk.

LAST WEEK Ambassadors 
for Community Change 
from primary schools in 
Ferryhill met at Ferryhill 
Town Hall to learn about 
the role and responsibility 
of the Town Council, and 
understand how decisions 
are made. 

The group heard from 
Councillor and Mayor Joe 
Makepeace, Deputy Mayor 
Jacqueline Cansella and 
Town Clerk Derek Shingle-
ton. 

The Ambassadors 
learned how Town Coun-
cils have an overall respon-
sibility for the well-being of 
the local neighbourhood 
and their work falls into 
three main categories: rep-
resenting the local com-
munity, delivering services 

AMBASSADORS MEET COUNCILLORS
Ambassadors for Community Change with Ferryhill Mayor, Cllr Joe Makepeace.

THE DURHAM and Dar-
lington Police and Crime 
Panel has confirmed the 
new Chief Constable of 
Durham Constabulary. 

Jo Farrell, who is cur-
rently Deputy Chief Con-
stable of Durham Con-
stabulary, has today been 
confirmed as its new Chief 
Constable, making her the 
first female chief in the 
force’s history. 

Meeting at County Hall, 
the Police and Crime 
Panel unanimously rec-
ommended approval of 
the Office of the Police, 
Crime and Victims’ Com-
missioner’s proposed 
appointment of Deputy 
Chief Constable Farrell.   

She will take over the 

NEW CHIEF CONSTABLE 
CONFIRMED

Deputy Chief Jo Farrell has been appointed as Durham 
Constabulary’s new Chief Constable.

role from the current Chief 
Constable Mike Barton 
when he retires at the end 
of this week. 

Cllr Lucy Hovvels MBE, 
Chair of the Police and 
Crime Panel, said: “The 
panel was impressed with 
the quality of the answers 
provided by Deputy Chief 
Constabulary Jo Farrell 
and the breadth of her 
experience and was, there-
fore, pleased to endorse 
her appointment.” 

The Police and Crime 
Panel is made up of 
elected members from 
Durham County Council 
and Darlington Borough 
Council, alongside to 
co-opted independent 
members. 

MEIKLES SOLICITORS
8 North Street, Market Place, Ferryhill

Telephone : 01740 652811
Email : ferryhillreception@

meikles-solicitors.co.uk
FOR ALL LEGAL MATTERS

Accident and Injury Claims – Employment
House Sales & Purchases – Wills and Probate

Child Care Cases – Matrimonial – Crime
Established over 75 years

This  week  in  History
13 June 1985
After more than a 
decade in space, 
Pioneer 10, the 
world’s first out-
er-planetary probe, 
leaves the solar 
system and enters 
interstellar space.

16 June 1963
Soviet Cosmonaut 
Valentina Tereshkova 
becomes the first 
woman to travel into 
space aboard Vostok 
6, returning to earth 
after 71 hours and 48 
orbits.

14 June 1798
Captain William Bligh 
and 18 others, cast 
adrift after a mutiny 
on the HMS Bounty 
seven weeks before, 
reach Timor in the 
East Indies after trave-
ling nearly 4,000 miles.

17 June 1885
A gift of friendship 
from the people of 
France to the people 
of America, the 350 
pieces of the disman-
tled Statue of Liberty 
arrive in New York 
Harbour.

15 June 1215
Following a revolt by 
the English nobility 
against his rule, King 
John puts his royal 
seal on the Magna 
Carta, or “Great 
Charter.”

18 June 1972
A Trident jetliner 
crashes after takeoff 
from Heathrow Airport, 
killing 118 people. The 
official cause remains 
unknown, but it is 
thought the plane may 
have been overweight.
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poetry corner
A Pensioner’s Lament

By Margaret Chappell

I’m putting myself up for adoption
I’ve thought the whole thing through and through

Yes, I’m putting myself up for adoption
I think it’s the right thing to do

I can’t climb a ladder to change a light bulb 
My body won’t do as its told

I have to confess, my life’s in a mess
That’s the price paid for just growing old

My phone never rings unless it’s a scam
I answer ‘thank you, I’ll stay as I am’

A knock on the door should 
make me light-hearted

Can’t be my friends, they’ve all departed

My family’s scattered all over the place
Not much chance there of a long face-to-face
There’s just me and my dog in my little home

But we do get fed up of being alone

Don’t get me wrong, I am no quitter
But whoever gets me gets a free baby sitter

I don’t take much to feed 
And clothes I don’t need

I’m small and don’t take up much space
I’ll keep you amused and soon you’ll get used

To having me around at your place

You can adopt a tiger for £3 a month
You can adopt an elephant too

That being the case, I’ll cut to the chase
And make do and live in the zoo

So I’m putting myself up for adoption
And I’m giving the offer a push

Yes, I’m putting myself up for adoption
But I’m not expecting a rush

DP Plumbing & 
Heating Services

Established company
Gas safe registered 217844

Our boiler installs are done by time 
served engineers, all systems are 
Power flushed, not just flushed.
Boiler installs starting from just £1,000
Full Bathroom Suites   Landlord Certificates
We do the small jobs too!   Free Quotes
We also work alongside a fully qualified Joiner

T: 01740 656715  M: 07931578017

will also be held at Mains-
forth Sports Complex and 
will run from 11am until 
4.30pm on Saturday 15th 
and Sunday 16th June.   

“The event promises to 
be a fantastic day out for 
all the family with plenty 
of vintage exhibits to view 
and a selection of stalls 
and refreshments,” said a 
spokesperson.

Organisers of the event 

would like to invite resi-
dents and vintage collec-
tors alike to go along to 
the event. 

Admission is £3 for 
adults and £1 for chil-
dren.

For further information 
about the event  contact 
Alan Harley on 01207 
504392 or Karen Youn-
ghusband on 01740 
652157.

FERRYHILL TOWN Coun-
cil in partnership with 
the Durham County Vin-
tage Collectors Society 
(DCVCS) are pleased to 
announce that following 
the success of previous 
Vintage Rallies held at 
Mainsforth Sports Com-
plex, the event  will once 
again be taking place this 
year.  

This year’s Vintage Rally 

VINTAGE RALLY THIS WEEKEND
Members of the DCVCS pictured alongside a Vintage Morris 10/4 (1934) at Mainsforth Sports 
Complex.

dation, which supports 
engineering in the North 
East. 

This amazing project 
hopes to inspire young 
engineers of the future. 
The children will again 
work with Cummins Engi-
neer, Amit Kumar. 

They will build two Gob-
lin Karts from kit and will 
also design and complete 

bodywork for their Karts. 
The children are busy 

drawing up their design 
plans and two lucky 
pupils will see their 
designs transformed 
onto their class goblin 
karts. They will have 
the opportunity to race 
their karts against other 
schools at Croft Race cir-
cuit on Tuesday 9th July.

THE YEAR Five children 
at Broom Cottages Pri-
mary School are excited 
to be taking part in the 
GreenPower Goblin Kart 
project for the second 
year running. 

Last year they were 
successful in receiving 
kind sponsorship from 
Durham County Council 
and also the REECE Foun-

YEAR 5 BUILD GOBLIN KARTS
Some of the Year 5 children taking part.
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Out of hours call available 
Call Neil on:

M: 07882 233 219  
Tel: 01740 474 045

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV

No Hidden Charges.
No Extra For Cable Used.

I Will Beat Any 
Written Quote, Plus 
Network Your House 

& Tune In
Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

Damp Proofing Specialist 
Timber Treatments

Condensation Problems
Damp Surveys

30 Year Guarantee
07854 493727

www.key-interiors.co.uk

FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558

ON SATURDAY 25th May 
the Wheatsheaf Public 
House in Chilton held a 
fundraising event for the 
military charity The Rifles, 
Care for Casualties, with 
£250 being raised.

The funds were pre-
sented to Bugler Gary 
Suggett (Suggy) of Ferry-
hill who served for many 
years in The Rifles and 
now helps to raise cash 
for charities associated 
with assisting HM Armed 
Forces, as well as per-
forming at memorials in 
honour of his colleagues.

Denise Boaden from 
Brinsley, Nottingham-
shire was presented with 
a plaque, which is in rec-
ognition of the incredible 
heroism her Great Grand-

FUNDS RAISED FOR RIFLES

The Bellshill Defenders playing outside the Chilton care home 
for the residents and staff.

father displayed whilst 
serving the nation. 

His name is William 
Gregg, born in 1890 at 
Heanor, Derbyshire.

He was the first British 
Soldier to ever receive 
the three highest awards 
for gallantry; the Victoria 
Cross, Military Medal and 
Distinguished Conduct 
Medal.

Prior to the presentation 
the flute band Bellshill 
Defenders and several 
Buglers played outside 
the Chilton Care home, 
much to the delight of 
the staff and residents, 
before laying Remem-
brance wreaths at the 
Chilton Cenotaph in hon-
our of our village’s fallen 
military heroes.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

JOHN’S DECORATING

PAINTING  ANYTHING! 
THEN GIVE ME A RING!

(Time Served)

For all your painting and 
decorating needs.
No job too small

Special rates for O.A.P’s
For a free estimate

 phone John on Ferryhill
(01740) 657191 
or 0775 983 8076

IN 2013, Adrian Rimmer, 
who has lived in Ferry-
hill since 2004, and who 
has learning difficulties, 
was supported to con-
tact Durham Countryside 
Rangers by Oaklea Trust 
supported living. 

In 2015, he secured a 
voluntary job patrolling 
the local Ferryhill nature 
reserve, the Carrs. 

Adrian receives support 
from a staff member to 
patrol the reserve, col-
lecting rubbish, paper, 
plastic etc. and reporting 
anything untoward to the 
Countryside Ranger.

Adrian said: “I have my 
own Durham Countryside 
Ranger uniform and litter 
picking stick, provided by 
the ranger.

“I go down to the Carrs 
on a weekly basis with 
support. 

“Over the years I have 
collected a lot of litter 
and reported a fire and 
found an axe.

“I enjoy being part of the 
community and helping 
the environment at the 
same time.

“I have done this job 
now for four years and 
want to continue doing 
it,” he added.

ADRIAN SUPPORTS RANGER

Adrian Remmer has been working alongside the Countryside 
Ranger since 2013.
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