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ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  S U I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OV E R 2 0 I N S T O C K 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

JANUARY WILL see 
Spennymoor Library host 
many of its regular activ-
ities, including Under 5’s 
Library Time which will 
take place every Thursday 
at 10.30am.

An Adult Reading Group 
will be held on Thursday 
10th from 11am, while 
on Fridays 11th and 25th 
Adult Crafting takes place 
from 2pm-4.30pm.

Between 2pm-5pm on 
Tuesday 22nd January, 
the regular Hearing Aid 
Clinic will take place.

All activities are free. 
For more information con-
tact the library on 03000 
269531.

WHAT’S ON AT 
SPENNYMOOR 
LIBRARY

A ROCK and Roll dance 
club will take place in St 
Andrew’s Church Hall, 
starting on  Friday 11th 
January and running  
from 12 noon until 3pm.

A spokesperson for the 
new club said: “It’s a great 
way of keeping fit. 

“And if you’re not sure 
how to do it, not to worry, 
we will teach you! 

“There are no age 
restrictions and all are 
welcome to come along.”

ROCK & ROLL 
DANCING

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

A SPENNYMOOR com-
munity centre opened its 
doors on Christmas Day 
to welcome people who 
would otherwise have 
spent the day alone.

Thirty-two people from 
the local community 
spent Christmas Day at St 
Paul’s Centre’s Whistling 
Teapot Café to enjoy a tra-

ditional lunch with all the 
trimmings, festive games 
and fellowship.

Angela Taylor, manager 
of The Whistling Teapot 
Café said: “Loneliness 
doesn’t just affect older 
people, so we wanted 
to encourage people of 
all ages who would be 
spending the day alone to 

spend it with us.”
Maureen Aspey, chair of 

St Paul’s Centre added: 
“We felt opening the Cen-
tre was the right thing to 
do on Christmas Day. The 
guests and volunteers all 
had a wonderful day and 
one person said it was the 
best Christmas they have 
ever had.”

The lunch was provided 
free of charge thanks to 
funding from ASDA Spenn-
ymoor and NHS Wellbeing, 
and some of the gifts for 
the guests were donated 
by Ken Warne Supermar-
ket and St Andrew’s Medi-
cal Practice.

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DAY CHEER
Some of the volunteers who helped with the Christmas lunch: Angela Taylor, Phil Smith, Carole Cessford and Stewart Wilkinson. 
Photo courtesy Christopher Luke.
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

spenny@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Spennymoor News cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Spennymoor News 
accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Spennymoor News 
when contacting 

advertisers.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

www.swd.news/crier

www.swd.news/bishop

For more news from Spennymoor and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault	Finding	/	Repairs
◊	 Extra	Lights	and	Sockets
◊	 New	Fuse	Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	 P.A.T	Testing

I	WILL	ASSURE	YOU	OF	A	QUICK	RESPONSE	AND	A	REASONABLY	PRICED	SERVICE

Call	Gary	on:	01388	326150

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	someone	to	
come	out	and	do	a	small	job?

◊	 Landlord	Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully	Insured
◊	 Reliable	Service
◊	 Satisfaction	Guaranteed

Alan Hughes
Carpet Supply & Fitting Service

Free Estimates - Free Measuring

Telephone: (01388) 816698
A Spennymoor man with 43 years’ experience

VALLEY WROUGHT IRON
HIGH QUALITY GATES, WALL RAILING 
& GARDEN FENCES
Free Estimates & Advice
Experienced Tradesmen
Freindly, Reliable, Fast Service

Contact Stephen on 07976 554 046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
Web: www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

car parks and to parks. 
Shrubs were removed and 
seeds planted which will 
grow into grass over the 
coming months.

Council staff also tack-
led weeds and litter and 
spoke to businesses 
about how they get rid of 
their waste and keep their 
surroundings free of rub-
bish.

Cllr Brian Stephens, the 
council’s Cabinet mem-
ber for neighbourhoods 
and local partnerships, 
said: “We are immensely 
proud to have reached 
two years of Operation 
Spruce Up.

“Our towns and village 
centres are vital to our 
county and it is important 
that they look as good as 
they possibly can.”

Oliver Sherratt, the 
council’s head of direct 
services, said: “We have 
had really positive feed-
back following the work 
we have done through this 
programme and hopefully 
people at Middlestone 
Moor and Spennymoor, 
will be just as pleased 
with the results.

“We look forward to 
Sprucing Up more town 
and village centres in 
2019.”

A PROGRAMME which 
gets County Durham town 
and village centres clean 
and green has celebrated 
its second birthday.

Durham County Coun-
cil’s Operation Spruce 
Up involves teams from 
across the authority join-
ing forces in one commu-
nity at a time, to give it a 
thorough clean.

Spruce Up won a pres-
tigious national award 
earlier this year, having 
been named campaign of 
the year at the Keep Brit-
ain Tidy Awards.

The programme 
launched in November 

2016 and marked its two 
year anniversary by call-
ing at Middlestone Moor 
and Spennymoor – the 
scene of its first spruce 
up.

The 24th scheme saw 
council teams working 
in Clarence Street, Strat-
ton Street, Robert Street, 
Bellburn Way and sur-
rounding areas, sprucing 
up footpaths, channels, 
benches, fencing, gullies, 
shrubs, trees, bollards, 
bins, lampposts, drains 
and signposts.

Particular attention was 
given to shrub beds and 
green spaces around 

SPRUCE UP RETURNS TO SPENNY 
AND MIDDLESTONE MOOR

Two years after the initial launch of the Spruce Up, the project returned to Middlestone Moor and Spennymoor.

UPPER TIER ROOFING SERVICES
Covering all aspects of Roofing 

Insurance Welcome | Free Estimates
Call Jason Hudspeth on 01388 607875 or 07814 297351
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Established 1982www.walkertyres.co.uk

Great Deals on New Tyres 
Free Fitting, New Valve, Balance and Scrap Disposal

Huge Selection of Quality Used Tyres for Car, Van and 4x4

Spennymoor 01388 811468
Gateshead 0191 4911 422

24 hour Mobile Tyre Fitting (07931 526 741)
Alignment, Servicing, Brakes, Exhausts, Springs, 

Shock Absorbers, Batteries etc. 
All major credit cards accepted

Walker Tyres, Compound 4, Tudhoe Ind. Est. DL16 6TL

Fletchers
29 High Street, Spennymoor, DL16 6AA. Tel: 01388 815659

Specialists in all 
Domestic Appliance Repairs
Sales	of	new	&	re-conditioned	
machines,	all	with	free	delivery	

&	connections
Established 1964

Garden Cutz
• PATIO CONSTRUCTION.
• FENCING.
• ROTARY CLEANING  
& SEALING OF PATIOS,    
PAVING & DRIVEWAYS.

• GROUND CARE & 
MAINTENANCE
Free no obligation quotation 

or advice, please call
01388 812886 or 07967 431821

CORNER 
ELECTRICS

SPECIALISE
SMALL JOBS 

Faults and Repairs 
Call JIM

Tel: 01740 238944
Mob: 07725 205172

Watson’s
MINI BUS HIRE

Airports, nights out
& all occasions

We can offer 12/16 Seat 
minibus transport 

Mob: 07912 408881
Tel: 01388 
810974

NEED	A	VAN?
JOHN’S	VAN
LIGHT	REMOVALS

ANYTHING	MOVED	
FROM	£10	|	LICENSED	
WASTE	CARRIER

01388	818286
07914	032280 07760	886	769

All aspects of internal 
and external plastering 
covered. Damp proofing 
specialist. Call today for 

your free quotation

LJL	Plastering		
Services	

remaining performances 
of Dick Whittington at 
Spennymoor Town Hall, 
which take place between 
Wednesday 16th and Sat-
urday 19th January at 
7pm.

Book now to avoid miss-
ing out on what promises 

to be a fun filled perfor-
mance. Call 07794 590108 
or 01388 816400, or visit 
ticketsource.co.uk/spenn-
ymoorstageandsong. 

Alternatively, ‘like’ Spen-
nymoor Stage and Song 
on Facebook and contact 
admin to book.

PERFORMANCES ARE 
filling up fast for Spenn-
ymoor Stage and Song’s 
2019 pantomime, with 
their weekend matinee 
show already a sell-out.

But don’t worry, there 
are still a limited number 
of tickets available for the 

A FEW TICKETS REMAINING FOR 
SPENNY PANTO - OH YES THERE IS! 

Hopes for a new Christmas tradition in 
Spennymoor
I want to express my sincere gratitude and say a big 
‘thank you’ to the people who run the St Paul’s Centre, 
and to the staff of the Whistling Teapot Cafe for giving 
up their time and for their selflessness on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day.

They arranged a wonderful Christmas Day for people 
who would otherwise have been alone.

The day was great from start to finish. They provided a 
three-course lunch followed by coffee and mince pies 
and Christmas cake to take home!

There was entertainment and even Santa popped in 
with lovely gifts for everyone. What a memorable day.

Their efforts are greatly appreciated by myself and 
everyone else who came.

Thank you again to everyone, I hope it becomes a 
tradition in Spennymoor. Good luck on the projects 
you’ve planned in 2019.

Best wishes,
Jacqueline Johnston

Letters to the Editor...
Email: bishop@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Bishop Press, 3-4 First Floor Offices, 
Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

16th - 19th

Tickets £7

The organisers would 
like to thank everyone 
who volunteered on 
Christmas Eve to prepare 
food and wrap gifts and 
on Christmas Day itself, 
including Donna, Debbie, 
Allen, Ann, Isobel and her 
gran, Sandra, Julia, Gloria, 

John, Stewart, Stephan, 
Maureen, Maurice, Carol, 
Peter, Phil, Richard, 
Joshua and a few other 
families who popped in 
to the St Paul’s Centre to 
help.

The event was so suc-
cessful organisers say 
they plan to run it again 
next Christmas.

CHRISTMAS DAY CHEER
FROM PAGE 1

LION CABS
07447 733 110

Spacious 4 Seater Skoda 
Superb. Friendly, Reliable, 
Female Driver. Taxi License 

held since March 2013. 
Spennymoor Based. 

Bookings in advance 
advisable.
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Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent F amily F uneral D irectors

Charles Street, Spennymoor, DL16 7LG
 Tel: 01388 420276  Web: www.GFS.uk.com

24 hour personal service, 
We are here for you day or night

Private Chapels of Rest

Our own Mercedes Benz Funeral Fleets
Ask us about our personalised 
pre-payment Funeral Plans

We also have Chapels in Linden Road, Ferryhill (01740 650558) 
& Cobblers Hall, Newton Aycliffe (01325 319519)

Bodytech automotive ltd
Class 4 & 7 MOTs
Servicing & Repairs
Timing Belts, Clutches
Diagnostics & Air Conditioning
Laser 4 Wheel Alignment

All Cars & Vans up to 3,500kg

Bodyshop with Class A Spray Oven for all vehicle 
and motorbike repairs & re-sprays

01388 811611  |  bodytechworkshop@outlook.com
Compound 18, Tudhoe Industrial Estate, Spennymoor DL16 6TL

S CRABTREE

Digi Aerials
Free Sat

DAB Radio
Telephone

0797 997 1541

Ferryhill Roofing    
        Contractors

For all types of roofing, including flat roofing, 
guttering, facias & soffits 

Free Estimates - Over 35 years working locally
Call Trev on

01388 420152 or 07887 886558

Damp Proofing Specialist 
Timber Treatments

Condensation Problems
Damp Surveys

30 Year Guarantee
07854 493727

www.key-interiors.co.uk

25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

SHILDON CIVIC HALL

12TH & 13TH

JANUARY 2019

Come along and see what the Civic Hal l has to offer 
A wide range of suppliers to help make your perfect day

WEDDING 
FAIR

RESIDENTS CAN now 
apply to have their garden 
waste collected in 2019. 

Across the next cou-
ple of months, Durham 
County Council will be 
contacting eligible house-
holds with information 
about the different ways 
they can sign up.

Those who subscribe to 
the scheme by Thursday 
14th February will receive 
all 17 collections between 
April and November for an 
annual fee of £35. 

For residents who sub-
scribe after 14 February, 
collections will start as 
soon as possible, after the 
April start date and they 
will receive the remaining 
collections for the rest of 
the year.

Those who signed up 
in 2018 for a three year 
period do not need to sign 
up again.

A bin sticker and calendar 
detailing collection dates 
will be posted to residents 

who have subscribed.
Cabinet member for 

neighbourhoods and local 
partnerships, Cllr Brian 
Stephens, said: “More 
than 63,500 County Dur-
ham residents subscribed 
to the garden waste 
scheme in 2018. 

“We’re pleased to 
announce the start of sub-
scriptions for 2019 and 
I’d urge people to sign up 
before 14th February, to 
ensure they receive the 
full year of collections.”

Residents who would 
like to recycle garden 
waste during the winter, 
before collections begin 
next year, can do so at 
household waste recy-
cling centres or by com-
posting it at home.

For more information on 
garden waste collections 
in County Durham and 
how to join the scheme 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk/gardenwaste or call 
03000 26 0000.

ENSURE YOUR ANNUAL 
GREEN WASTE COLLECTION

rubbish and recycling, as 
well as including tips on 
waste prevention, reuse, 
composting, and our 
Love Food Hate Waste 
campaign.

“I’d also like to take 
this opportunity to say 
thank you to residents 
and businesses for recy-
cling in County Durham; 
this year we recycled and 
composted over 40 per 
cent of our waste, which 
is fantastic.”

In 2018, nearly one hun-
dred talks were given to a 
range of audiences from 
nurseries to community 
groups. The talks last 

approximately half an 
hour and can be tailored 
to meet the needs of indi-
vidual groups. 

Evening presentations 
can also be booked.

To book a recycling 
and waste management 
talk, or for more infor-
mation, people can email 
wasteaware@durham. 
gov.uk or telephone 
03000 266 102 from 
Monday to Friday 
between 12 noon and 
5pm.

Keen recyclers can also 
follow Recycle for County 
Durham on Facebook for 
advice and news.

SCHOOLS AND commu-
nity groups can book free 
talks about rubbish and 
recycling to help them 
start 2019 with greener 
habits. 

John Shannon, Dur-
ham County Council’s 
strategic waste manager 
said: “We’re offering free 
talks and assemblies 
to encourage groups to 
make it their New Year’s 
resolution to do their bit 
for the environment and 
find out more about recy-
cling. 

“The talks cover 
everything you could 
want to know about your 

RECYCLING TALKS AVAILABLE 
TO SCHOOLS AND GROUPS

Durham County Council staff launching the Recycling Matters and Metal Matters campaigns.
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gold
anniversary
all-new

pack

plus

FREE
membership*

*when you buy a 12-week 
Countdown 23rd Dec 2018 

to 19th Jan 2019

withSlimming World

slimmingworld.co.uk 0344 897 8000

be delicious!
MONDAY 

5:30 & 7:30pm
Middlestone Moor
Community Centre

Claire 07779 107274

TUESDAY 
3:30pm 5:30pm 7:30pm

Coundon Welfare Hall
Judith 07973 460919

THURSDAY 
3:30pm, 5:30pm & 7:30pm

Spennymoor 
Youth Centre 

Davina 07920 859665

WEDNESDAY 
9:30am 11:30am

Coundon Welfare Hall
Judith 07973 460919

WEDNESDAY 
 5:30pm 

Middlestone Moor
Community Centre
Zoe 07760 226278

FRIDAY 
9:30am & 11:30am

Spennymoor 
Youth Centre

Claire 07779 107274

SATURDAY 
8:30am & 10:30am

Spennymoor 
Youth Centre

Zoe 07760 226278            

For 
self-employed 

career 
opportunities 

Contact 
Davina 

 

07920 859 665

TUESDAY 
9:30am & 11:30am
Middlestone Moor
Community Centre

Claire 07779 107274

TUESDAY 
5:30pm 

Byers Green
Village Hall 

Davina 07920 859665

linking up with Nightin-
gale International school 
in Nepal to get an idea of 
what life is like in a differ-
ent country. 

Students have designed 
a questionnaire for the 
Nepalese students to 
complete and in return 
FBEC students will 
answer some similar 
questions. 

Students in both 

schools will also be com-
pleting work around the 
United National Millen-
nium Development goals.

Mr Young said he was 
hoping that students 
would be able to have a 
Skype call with each other 
later in the year to look 
at the different adven-
ture activities that can be 
experienced in both Nepal 
and the UK.

STUDENTS IN class 8B2 
at Ferryhill Business and 
Enterprise College (FBEC) 
have been fortunate  
enough to be involved in 
a Connecting Classrooms 
project this academic 
year with Mr Young, Miss 
Woodhall and Mrs John-
son.

The project entitled, 
Adventure in Nepal, 
involves students at FBEC 

STUDENTS ‘ADVENTURE IN NEPAL’
Students at Nepal’s Nightingale International school will be communicating with students at Ferryhill 
Business and Enterprise College in a Connecting Classrooms project throughout the year. 

PARENTS IN Spennymoor 
are being reminded they 
are running out of time to 
apply for primary school 
places for their children.

The deadline for appli-
cations for the next aca-
demic year, which starts 
in September 2019, is 
Tuesday 15th January.

In order for a child to be 
eligible to start school 
in September 2019, the 
child’s birthday must fall 
between 1st September 
2014 and 31st August 
2015. 

Cllr Olwyn Gunn, Dur-
ham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for chil-
dren and young people’s 
services, said: “In our 
county we benefit from 
many schools with superb 
facilities and dedicated 
staff, and we hope that, 
through our admissions 
arrangements, parents 
can express their prefer-
ences and see their chil-
dren enjoy a happy and 
successful education.

“We know that the deci-
sion of where to send 
your child is a major one, 

and can be difficult, but 
we would urge parents to 
make sure they apply by 
the deadline.

“A late application 
greatly reduces your 
chances of getting into 
your preferred school.”

Applications can be 
made online at www. 
durham.gov.uk/school 
admissions or by post. 

If posting, the forms 
should be sent back using 
signed for or special deliv-
ery services.

Application forms can 
also be requested by 
phoning 03000 265896 
or by writing to the school 
places and admissions 
team at Durham County 
Council, County Hall, 
Durham, DH1 5UJ. Offers 
of places will be made 
to parents on 16th April 
2019.

For applications com-
pleted online, offers will 
be received by email. For 
applications sent by post, 
offers will be received by 
letter. These should arrive 
by no later than 18th April 
2019.

PARENTS REMINDED TO APPLY 
FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACES
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Neil Bage
Bespoke Fitted Kitchens & Bedrooms

Complete manufacturing, design 
& installation service

Made to measure home offices

I n t e r i o r s

Visit our Showroom at Units 5 & 6, Tudhoe Ind Est, 
Spennymoor, Tel: 01388 819890 / 07966 478591

www.neilbagekitchens.co.uk

TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST.

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONALLY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 01740 651350   Mobile: 0777 4704739
1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHILL.

Established 1845

A TOTAL of £4,000 was 
donated to five areas 
across Durham to help 
replenish their foodbanks 
during the festive period.

Homes and communi-
ties organisation Livin 
supported the foodbanks 
to ensure families had 
access to much needed 

supplies over what is a  
difficult time for some. 

Durham Foodbank, via 
St. Luke’s Church in Fer-
ryhill, St Claire’s Church 
at Newton Aycliffe, St 
Paul’s Centre in Spenny-
moor, Shildon Salvation 
Army and Shildon Alive 
as well as County Durham 

and Tees Valley Rescue 
Mission (Junction 7) all 
received funding to ena-
ble them to replenish their 
supplies ahead of the fes-
tive season. 

Vicky Miller, head of 
regeneration at Livin said: 
“This is a time when every-
one should be happy, but 

the reality is many fami-
lies are struggling to pro-
vide the basics as they 
face financial pressures.

“We are delighted we 
were able to help so many 
communities with their 
foodbanks and hope it 
has gone a little way to 
helping a lot of people”.

HOUSING PROVIDER HELPS FAMILIES 
WITH FESTIVE FOODBANK DONATIONS

Claire Camp (Salvation Army), Cllr Brian Stephens (DCC), Sheilah Metcalfe (Bishop Auckland and Shildon AAP) and Alan Fletcher (chair of Livin 
Board) at the Salvation Army foodbank in Shildon. 

BOILER SERVICING
INSTALLATION

 & REPAIRS
We do small 

plumbing jobs too! 

Ferryhill Based

Tel Paul on 
07967 679 998

To advertise in Spennymoor 
News and its sister papers, 
the Ferryhill & Chilton 
Chapter, Shildon & District 
Town Crier and  
Bishop Press:
T: 01388 775 896
M: 07909 992 731
E: advertising@swd.news

This  week  in  History
4 January 1974
Richard Nixon refuses 
to hand over tape 
recordings and docu-
ments subpoenaed by 
the Senate Watergate 
Committee, marking 
the beginning of the 
end of his Presidency.

7 January 1785
Jean-Pierre Blanchard 
and John Jeffries 
travel from Dover 
to Calais in a gas 
balloon, becoming 
the first to cross the 
English Channel by 
air.

5 January 1945
Japanese pilots 
received the first 
order to become 
kamikaze. Pilots were 
ordered on suicide 
missions to fly planes 
filled with explosives 
into ships.

8 January 1642
Galileo Galilei, dies in 
Italy aged 77. Galileo 
was charged with 
heresy after publish-
ing his text in favour 
of Copernicus’ theory 
that the planets 
orbited the sun.

6 January 1066
Following the death 
of Edward the Con-
fessor, Harold God-
wineson, head of the 
most powerful noble 
family in England, is 
crowned King Harold 
II.

9 January 1806
Lord Horatio Nelson, 
credited with saving 
Britain from invasion 
by France, is buried 
at St. Paul’s Cathedral 
after being killed the 
previous October at 
the Battle of Trafalgar.

Passed Away

Suddenly in hospital on 
28th December 2018

Kenny Gough

Funeral at Ferryhill 
Methodist Church at 

11.30am on Monday 14th 
January. Refreshments at 
Ferryhill WMC at 12.45pm.

Loving husband of Ann.

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email spenny@swd.news.
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FREE Legal Surgery
Every Wednesday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(20 minutes free)
Family and Children - Disputes - Property - Wills  
Powers of Attorney - Commercial - Employment 

Personal Injury - Charities
33 Cheapside, Spennymoor, Co. Durham, DL16 6QF

Please contact the office on 
01388 815317

spennymoor@evansco.co.uk

The Penny Gill
SPEN NYMOOR’S 

MAJOR ROCK VENUE

17 CHEAPSIDE, SPENNY

Saturday 5th January
PURPLE LADIES’ CHARITY NIGHT

Sunday 6th January
KISS ME DEADLY
Friday 11th January

CHRIS BANDARASS
Sunday 13th January

DEAN NEWTON TRIO
Friday 18th January

STEELER Out of hours call available 
Call	Neil	on:	M:	07882	233	219		Tel:	01740	474	045

NC PLUMBING SERVICES
All plumbing requirements undertaken, 

from a drip to a full bathroom refit.
Complete Bathroom specialist

Full tiling and wall cladding service
Full Power Flush Service

Central heating problems repaired
No job too small

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Repairs 

- UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, 
Soffits & Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

advice from the tutor.
Dawn Layland, educa-

tion and outreach archi-
vist at Durham County 
Council, said: “Why not 
make it a new year res-
olution to get started on 
your research, or treat 
yourself, or a loved one, 
to one of our Christ-
mas vouchers that can 
be used on this course 
and our palaeography 
course.”

There are two courses, 
running as follows:
• Friday mornings from 

10am till 12pm on 25th 
January, 1st February 
and 8th February 2019. 

• Monday evenings from 
6pm till 8pm on 21st 
January, 28th January 
and 4th February 2019.
The cost is £30 per 

person for each course. 
Places must be booked 
in advance as there are a 
limited number. 

Demand is expected to 
be high so people are rec-
ommended to book now 
to avoid disappointment.

For further information 
or to book, visit the record 
office online shop at www.
durhamrecordoffice.org.uk 
or call 03000 267626. 

Christmas gift vouch-
ers that can be used for 
the Family History for 
Beginners course, or for 
the Introduction to Palae-
ography Course can also 
be purchased by calling 
03000 267 626.

BUDDING GENEALOGISTS 
can discover tips and 
advice for tracing their 
ancestors at a popular 
family history course for 
beginners.

Back by popular 
demand, this three week 
course is led by one of 
Durham County Record 
Office’s archivists and 
is perfect for those who 
are looking for some help 
getting started on their 
family tree.

The course covers the 
basics of family history, 
including civil registra-
tion, the census and par-
ish registers. 

As well as looking at 
examples of each, drawn 
from the record office’s 
collections, there will be 
interactive activities to 
help participants under-
stand how to use them 
for family history and 
opportunities for friendly 

INTRODUCTION TO FAMILY HISTORY 
COURSE AT RECORD OFFICE

An unidentified paymaster sergeant and his family, c. 1900. The photograph is taken from an album 
presented to Sergeant Major Hugh McBain, 2nd Battalion, The Durham Light Infantry, and his wife, 
which contains many such photographs of soldiers and their families.

THE DEADLINE for Spen-
nymoor Area Action 
Partnership’s Youth Fund 
is approaching. Organi-
sations eligible to apply 
need to be not for profit 
groups such as Voluntary 
and Community Sector 
organisations and Town 
and Parish Councils. 

Any project applied for 
should provide new youth 
activities for young peo-
ple aged 11-19 (25yrs for 
young people with Special 
Educational Needs or Dis-
ability). 

Projects should also 
demonstrate they 

YOUTH FUND DEADLINE NEARS
improve the social and 
emotional capabilities of 
young people.

The minimum grant for a 
project is £1,000 and the 
maximum is £3,000.

For more information 
on the Youth Fund or to 
request an application 
form, contact the Spen-
nymoor Area Action 
Partnership either by 
email at spennyaap@ 
durham.gov.uk or by 
phone on 03000 261136. 

The closing date for 
completed applications is 
5pm Tuesday January 8th 
2019.

SAVE MONEY on your shopping & household bills
with our discount club. Call Nigel now on

0800 288 9097 or 07967 445549
Visit www.zapmybills.co.uk

Would you like a SECOND INCOME,  
helping others, hours to suit?

Call Nigel on 0800 288 9097 or 07967 445549
Visit www.ucanbfree2.com

Scooters from £295
Adjustable Beds from £595
•	Wheelchairs,	bath	
lifts	&	stair	lifts

Lift Recline Chairs from £495
M.V. MOBILITY
M O B I L E  S H O W R O O M

•	 Service	&	Repair	at	your	home

Part exchange welcome

01388 311729
Est 2003

THE SPENNYMOOR 
News currently requires 
deliverers in the Half 
Moon Lane/Green Lane 
and Whitworth Park 
areas.

Anyone interested in 
delivering the paper, 

either in the areas men-
tioned or elsewhere 
in town, is urged to 
contact us on 01388 
775896 or via email at 
spenny@swd.news.  
Alternatively, contact us 
via our Facebook page.

DELIVERERS NEEDED

LEISURE TIME Craft-
ing Group, which closed 
for the festive season, 
will re-commence on 
Wednesday 16th January 
at 2pm in the Hartley Ter-
race Centre, Spennymoor.  

“We look forward to see-
ing you all, and any new 
members, on that date,” 
said a spokesperson.

For more information on 
the group, call 07736 872 
660.

CRAFTING GROUP DATES
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15	Tudhoe	Industrial	Estate
Spennymoor,	DL16	6TL	

Tel:	01388	817691

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5pm, Sat 8.30am-2pm

3D FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
SYSTEM NOW AVAILABLE

CAR TYRES - COMMERCIAL TYRES - REPAIRS 
BALANCING - WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

MOBILE FITTING - FLEET MANAGEMENT

Cooper’s MOTs
Classes 4 - 7

Cars - 4x4s - Pick-ups - Vans up to 3500kg
Servicing & Repairs - Laser Tracking

Vehicle Welding Clutches - Brakes - Exhausts
Compound 5 Tudhoe Ind Est, Spennymoor, DL16 6TL

Tel: 01388 818800

A LATE away win for 
Spennymoor Town at FC 
United of Manchester 
formed the meat  sand-
wiched between two 
score draws in the home 
and away fixtures against 
Blyth Spartans over the 
festive period.

A trip to Blyth on Box-
ing Day saw the Moors 
recover from going 
behind twice in the match 
to secure a well-earned 
draw. 

Mark Anderson pegged 
back Dan Maguire’s first 
half opener in the 54th 
before  substitute, Andrew 
Johnson secured a point 
by levelling again after 
Sean Reid had regained 
the lead for Spartans. 

Then it was off to Man-
chester on 29th Decem-
ber when the Moors 
rounded off 2018 with 
victory against ten-man 
FC United.

The hosts  led 1-0 at the 
break after Mike Potts 
gave them the lead in the 
23rd minute, but lost the 
initiative in the final fif-
teen minutes after Tom 
Peers was red carded for 
a two-footed lunge on 
Johnson in the 71st. 

Two goals in two min-
utes, within five minutes 
of the sending off, turned 
the match on its head 
with Alex Kempster and 
Robert Atkinson doing the 
damage.

A last minute third from 
Anderson made sure the 
Moors would end the year 
on a high. 

And Spennymoor would 
begin the year by secur-
ing their unbeaten record 
over the festive period, 
although it could have 

MOORS UNBEATEN OVER 
FESTIVE SEASON

been so much better had 
they held on to a two-goal 
half time lead in the return 
fixture against Spartans. 

It was Atkinson who 
opened the scoring in the 
18th minute and John-
son who looked to have 
secured maximum points 
when he netted in the 
40th. 

But the same player 
would watch a major sec-
ond half chance to seal 
the game slide agonis-
ingly wide and the visitors 
took full advantage of the 
home side’s disappoint-
ment by netting twice in 
quick succession. 

Just three minutes after 
the miss, Aaron Cunning-
ham halved the deficit 
and within 60 seconds, 
Blyth were level through 
Sean Reid after Moors 
conceded a penalty when 
Chandler brought down 
the flying Maguire.

The results leave the 
Moors well placed in 5th, 
just a point behind Tel-
ford, who they visit on 
Saturday (5th January) 
and over whom they have 
two games in hand. 

Meanwhile, the Moors 
will now face National 
League side Sutton United 
in the Buildbase FA Tro-
phy Second Round after 
Bromley were removed 
from the competition, 
subject to an appeal.

The club will find out 
on Monday 7th Janu-
ary at 5pm if Bromley 
have decided to lodge an 
appeal.

Sutton are currently 8th 
in the National League 
and have won three of 
their last five games in all 
competitions.

Now Chris pays as much 
as he can back into local 
charities through rev-
enues from his karate 
clubs.

Durham Karate Acad-
emy Kirk Merrington 
Branch, which meets on 
Fridays at 6.45pm, has 
already helped Ferryhill 
Foodbank and there are 
plans to help the Ferryhill 
Ladder Centre.

Chris, a black  belt in 
Shotokan Karate said: 
“Now I would like to 
expand by helping chil-
dren and adults in Spen-
nymoor. 

“Firstly, I would like to 
give adults and children 
valuable self defence 

skills to protect them-
selves and others in an 
increasing violent society. 

“Secondly, because I 
am passionate about my 
community I want to pay 
back into it and start fund-
ing Spennymoor Council’s 
food bank.

“I am very anti-bullying 
and I want to make sure 
everyone that comes to 
the club knows how to 
protect themselves,” he 
added.

Chris also wants to 
appoint a Charity Stew-
ard to decide where the 
money goes, with the one 
stipulation that  it must be 
invested in the local com-
munity.

The new club will meet 
at Middlestone Moor 
Community Centre every 
Sunday at 5pm with a £4 
minimum donation per 
training session and a one 
off joining fee. 

Children and adults of 
all ages and abilities are 
welcome.

To join either club call 
01740 655843 or call/text 
07765 054295 or email 
chris at durhamkarate 
academy@mail.com.

A FORMER serviceman 
from Ferryhill who used 
his karate skills to recover 
from a broken back is 
expanding his successful 
karate club.

Due to the success of 
Kirk Merrington Karate 
Club, Sensei Chris Beard 
is opening a new club at 
Middlestone Moor Com-
munity Centre.

Chris, who served for 
12 years in the Parachute 
Regiment and Special 
Forces, relied heavily on 
local NHS workers and 
charities after being dis-
charged, as he had metal 
implants in his back and 
also required a total hip 
replacement.

CHARITY KARATE CLUB EXPANDS 

Chris Beard (right) with fellow trainers, Craig Brenkley (Durham Karate Academy) and Steve Lowe. 
Chris is a black belt in Shotokan Karate, is police vetted (NPPV Level 3) and DBS checked and 
registered with NAKMAS governing body.


