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WITH CONSTRUCTION 
well underway, new 
dates have now been 
announced for the launch 
of The Auckland Project’s 
purpose-built welcome 
centre, Auckland Tower, 
and the re-opening of 900 
year-old Auckland Castle.

Auckland Tower, which 
will serve as the welcome 
centre for the wider Auck-

land Project visitor desti-
nation will open later this 
year, on Saturday, 20th 
October.

Before that, there will 
be two chances to take 
a sneak peek inside the 
unique site, with an Auck-
land Tower Town Update 
event on Saturday, 21st 
July and a special com-
munity event on Saturday, 

29th September.
It was previously 

expected that the Tower 
would be complete in time 
for July’s event, however 
the complexity of the 
structure and impact of 
the weather has meant 
work will now be ongoing 
into the autumn. 

As The Auckland Pro-
ject’s Property Director, 

Chris Blacklock explains: 
“The unique design of 
Auckland Tower has 
brought with it some unu-
sual challenges, making 
it very difficult to predict 
the exact timescale of the 
building programme.

“That, coupled with the 
harsh weather we had ear-

Auckland Tower by Picture Plane for Niall McLaughlin Architects courtesy The Auckland Project.

NEW DATES FOR TOWER AND CASTLE

“Community 
groups and 
local charities 
are invited to 
apply for grants 
of up to £500

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Town Council is offering 
community grants to sup-
port local organisations 
working for the benefit of 
the residents of Bishop 
Auckland. Community 
groups and local charities 
are invited to apply for 
grants of up to £500.

Grants are limited and 
are made available to 
organisations that can 
demonstrate a need for 
assistance. 

Grants cannot be 
awarded to individuals, 
commercial businesses, 

political organisations or 
for the promotion of reli-
gious activities.

Applications will need 
to be submitted by Friday 
13th July.

Visit www.bishopauck 
land-tc.gov.uk or con-
tact the Town Council on 
01388 609 852 for further 
information and applica-
tion forms.

BISHOP 
AUCKLAND 
COMMUNITY 
FUND

ROYALE 3ft BED
FREE HEADBOARD - FREE QUILT - FREE PILLOW

- Many colours to choose from - Anti Allergy Mattress -

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • Tel: 01388 772671

Park right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!
WAS £299

NOW 

£249
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news
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printing. 
The Bishop Press 

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
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by mentioning the 
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pound conservation pro-
gramme to recapture its 
former Georgian Gothic 
grandeur.

It had originally been 
hoped that this extensive 
work would be complete 
in time for Christmas, 
however the complexities 
of working with an ancient 
structure and the ongoing 
discovery of hidden his-
toric features has led to 
a small adjustment in the 
timescales, 

The Auckland Project’s 
CEO, David Maddan, 
explains: “Since work 
began in September 2016, 
Auckland Castle has 
continued to throw up a 
number of fascinating 
surprises,” he said, “start-
ing with the discovery that 
the Scotland Wing had no 
foundations, which meant 
we needed to underpin 
the entire structure before 
any of the planned work 

could commence.
“In the months that fol-

lowed our contractor, Mel-
drum Construction Ser-
vices Ltd, has continued 
to uncover hidden histori-
cal features, from coats of 
arms and fireplaces dat-
ing back to the 15th cen-
tury, to hidden staircases 
and former windows.

“As a result of such dis-
coveries our work pro-
gramme has had to be 
repeatedly adapted to 
ensure these intriguing 
and unpredictable finds 
could be documented and 
protected wherever possi-
ble.

“It is this ongoing suc-
cession of relatively small 
but necessary changes 
that has ultimately com-
bined to create a shift in 
the overall timescales, 
which will now see Auck-
land Castle open to the 
public in spring 2019.”

lier in the year, including 
high winds and snow, has 
meant we will not be fully 
complete for 21st July as 
originally hoped.

“We are however keen to 
ensure the public have a 
chance to venture inside 
the building as soon as 
it is safe to do so, and, in 
partnership with VEST 
Construction, are commit-
ted to opening the doors 
on 21st July and 29th Sep-
tember to offer a sneak 
preview, ahead of the offi-
cial launch in October.”

Work on Auckland 
Tower, supported by 
Headley Trust, began in 
February 2017, follow-
ing the appointment of 
Bishop Auckland build-
ing and engineering firm, 
VEST Construction, as the 
main contractor.

Visitors will have their 

first opportunity to ven-
ture into the Tower with 
the Town Update event 
for local residents running 
from 10am to 3pm on Sat-
urday, 21st July. 

A special community 
event at Auckland Tower 
will also be available on a 
drop in basis to coincide 
with Bishop Auckland 
Town Council’s Produce 
and Horticultural Show 
and Bishop Auckland 
Town Team’s Celebrating 
Together event on Satur-
day, 29th September.

The official launch 
of Auckland Tower will 
take place on Saturday, 
20th October, with a day 
of activities still to be 
announced.

Auckland Castle, once 
a private palace for the 
Prince Bishops of Dur-
ham, will re-open to the 
public in spring 2019, 
following a multi-million 

TOWER AND CASTLE OPENING DATES
Auckland Castle by Graeme Peacock courtesy of The Auckland Project

FROM PAGE 1
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meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

Summer Special
D I N E I N O N L Y 

M O N D A Y T O T H U R S D A Y & 
S U N D A Y 5 : 3 0 P M T O 9 P M

4 Course Meal 
£11.95 per person 

Any Starter 
Any Main Dish 

Any Rice 
Any Naan Bread 

100 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AQ 

Terms & Conditions : Availability from the main menu excludes 
king prawn and grill dishes - additional charge of £2.50 for king 

prawns. Recommended dishes are an extra £2.

Tel: 01388 777775

Time served tradesman
Over 40 yrs experience
W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing, Heating & 

Gas servicing & repairs
Call out service

•  Boilers installed, 
repaired and serviced

•  Central heating 
systems

•  Power flushing
•  Bathrooms refurbished

Got a problem?
Give me a call
01325 307052
0759 505 1717

www.wheathcote.com

07582 570308

HAND 
CAR 

WASH

BEHIND DOMINOS 

PIZZA AND NEXT TO 

STARBUCKS

Why not leave 
your car and 

do some 
shopping or go 

for a coffee?

SOAPYCAR.COM

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland DL14 9TT

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

University of York. 
Dr Coverley and her 

team are researching the 
damaging effects of a 
protein (C1Z1) on the rep-
lication of DNA in lung tis-

sue, which leads to lung 
cancer.

Chris’s aunt, Kath said: 
“All proceeds from the 
concert will go to the fund 
and your support will be 
very much appreciated.

“Admission is £5 and 
you can pay at the door.

“We would love to see 
you there.”

For anyone who may 
not be able to attend, but 
would like to contribute 
to Chris’s fundraising 
efforts, he also has a just-
giving page which can be 
found at justgiving.com/
jog-4-georgie.

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Methodist Church is to 
host a charity concert on 
Friday 13th July by Sound-
waves Community Choir.

Chris Gatenby, a nephew 
of Kath and John Yeo-
mans of Bishop Auckland 
has pledged to run two 
miles every day for a year 
in memory of his wife, 
Georgie who died aged 
just 37 years from lung 
cancer. 

Chris’s aim is to raise 
£25,000 in order to fund 
a research student to join 
Dr Dawn Coverley in the 
Biology Department at 

CHARITY CONCERT FOR GEORGIE
Chris Gatenby with his Bishop Auckland cousins, Paul Yeomans and Gill Ellerton and their children, 
Charlie and Connie Yeomans and Jasmine Ellerton before one of his two mile runs in Bishop.

OVER THE past six years 
a group of volunteers 
have worked tirelessly to 
improve Bishop Auckland 
Town in order to help busi-
nesses and local people.

Their event calendar is 
increasing year on year 
and although their group 
is only small they can cer-
tainly get things done with 
a view to benefit others.

Recently, local radio 
station Bishop FM nom-
inated one of the Town 
Team’s dedicated volun-
teers, Clive Auld, for an 
award for his dedication 
and commitment in vol-

CLIVE RECEIVES VOLUNTEER 
AWARD FOR TOWN TEAM WORK

Clive at Durham Cathedral with his Volunteering Award.

unteering his time to help 
others. 

On Wednesday 6th June, 
he went along to Durham 
Cathedral to receive his 
County Durham Volun-
teering Award for 2018 
presented by Durham 
Community Action group.

Attributing his award to 
the team, Clive said: “This 
award will be warmly 
shared by the close mem-
bers of our Town Team, 
without whose loyal sup-
port, awards of this nature 
would not exist. 

“Well done Bishop Auck-
land Town Team”.
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THE KING’S BALTI
187 newgate street, bishop 

auckland, 01388 604222 / 605222
The original and best Award Winning Tandoori & 
Balti Takeaway - superb Indian Cuisine every time! 

NEW SPECIAL MENU AVAILABLE SHORTLY

We also have a well-established Delivery Service 
all around Bishop Auckland
Why not order by phone? 

It’s much faster than Just Eat and Hungry Horse
Fast, Friendly Service

Established over 20 years

Newly refurbished premises

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

detailed mural designs.
The refurbishment 

scheme has also 
included the creation of 
a new reception building 
and the installation of an 
electricity supply in the 
visitor centre.

Cllr Ossie Johnson, Cab-
inet member for tourism, 
culture, leisure and rural 
issues, said: “Binches-
ter offers a fascinating 
insight into what life was 
like for the Romans of 
County Durham and is 
an important part of the 
county’s cultural offer.

“These improvements 
will greatly enhance the 
experience for visitors, 
helping us remain con-
nected to our past but 
also helping to secure the 
site’s future as a visitor 
attraction.”

Dating back to 75AD, Bin-
chester, originally known 
as Vinovia, was once one 
of the largest Roman mil-

itary installations in the 
north of England.

As well as the impres-
sive bathhouse, which 
is situated next to what 
would have been the 
commanding officer’s 
residence, Binchester 
features Britain’s only 
hypocaust (under-floor 
heating system) with its 
upper floor intact.

Visitors can also view 
the remains of the reg-
imental bath building 
where the original Roman 
masonry still stands to a 
height of more than two 
metres above the original 
floor level.

Binchester is open 
seven days a week from 
11am to 4.30pm dur-
ing June, from 10am to 
4.30pm from July to Sep-
tember, and from 11am to 
4.30pm during October. 

For more information 
about the site, visit www.
durham.gov.uk/binchester.

THE VISITOR centre at 
one of County Durham’s 
most important Roman 
sites has reopened to 
the public following an 
essential refurbishment 
programme.

The improvements at 
Binchester Roman Fort, 
near Bishop Auckland, 
include a new building to 
replace the aged struc-
ture which covered the 
remains of the site’s 
Roman bathhouse and 
was no longer fit for pur-
pose.

The new timber building 
will provide better pro-
tection from the weather 
for the valuable remains. 
The interior has also been 
designed to replicate that 
of the original baths, with 

ROMAN FORT REOPENS TO PUBLIC
Dr David Mason, principal archaeologist at Durham County Council, outside the new building 
covering the bathhouse at Binchester.

BISHOP AUCKLAND Town 
Team will once again be 
organising two Buskers 
Days on Saturday 7th July 
and Saturday 11th August 
from 10am onwards.

There is no need to reg-
ister, simply turn up in the 
Market Place at 9:45am 
on either or both dates. 

You must be self con-
tained as there will be no 
electricity or PA systems 
available on the day.

A spokesperson said: 
“All performers will be 
allocated various loca-

BUSKERS AND SINGERS WANTED
tions around the town and 
will perform for around 30 
minutes per location. 

“It’s a great opportu-
nity for local people to 
show off their talents 
and maybe make some 
money.”

The Town Team mascot, 
Bishop The Boar will also 
be making guest appear-
ances during the day.

For more information 
visit www.bishopauck-
landtownteam.org or 
check out the Town 
Team’s Facebook page.

TO CELEBRATE the 70th 
birthday of the NHS, 
Coundon Workingmen’s 
Club are holding a disco 
and karaoke, with pie & 
peas on Saturday July 
7th from 7pm until mid-
night. Tickets are £5 with 

all proceeds going to the 
MRI Scanner Appeal. 

Contact Ken Houlahan 
on 07856 731110  or ken-
houlahan01@hotmail.co. 
uk or Chris Blenkin on 
07828 666416 or chris 
blenkin@btinternet.com.

COUNDON MRI CHARITY NIGHT

facebook.com/
bishoppress
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IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - 

Ridge Tile Repairs - New Roofs - 
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 

Felting and Pointing - Repairs 
UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 

& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

SIMPLY SOCIAL is host-
ing an Over 60s afternoon 
at the Memorial Hall, Dar-
lington Road, West Auck-
land from 1pm-3pm on 
Monday 2nd July. There 
wil be 50s, 60s and 70s 
entertainment from Sue 

Allen and a Bingo. 
Admission of £2.50 will 

include refreshments, 
although visitors and wel-
come to bring their own 
booze.

For more information 
call Jan on 07737 679213.

SIMPLY SOCIAL AFTERNOON

BLOOMTALK GARDEN OF THE YEAR (SCHOOLS)
Left: The Living Willow sculpture created by Cockton Hill pupils and right, the Indianna Memorial Garden sculpture, 
utilising a previously open space at St Andrew’s to provide an area for peaceful and quiet reflection.

www.bloomtalk.org.uk
AS WELL as private gardens in Bishop 
Auckland and Coundon, this year’s 
inaugural Bloomtalk Garden of the Year 
will also be celebrating the use of open 
spaces in other areas of the community, 
and this week, the team are highlighting 
the work of Cockton Hill and St Andrew’s 
Primary Schools.

Over 200 pupils from Cockton Hill Jun-
ior School, supported by The River Wear 
Trust and Daisy Arts have been participat-
ing in the John Muir Award, with 52 chil-
dren from year 5 going on to complete the 
award in July. 

Parents, alongside year 5 and 6 children, 
have worked together and produced a liv-
ing willow sculpture which is an excellent 
addition within the school grounds.

Children have also been on various trips 
with the River Wear Trust delivering inter-
esting facts about the rivers in our local 
area. A recent trip, enabled them to learn 
how the depth and width of water was 
measured. 

The children will also be embarking on a 
full day of litter picking around the Cock-
ton Hill area on Tuesday 3rd July, with the 
Mini Police delivering positive messages 
within the community by producing post-
ers about the importance of keeping the 
areas they live in clean and tidy. 

They will also be distributing poop scoop bags 
to encourage people to clean up after their dogs. 

The school enjoys working with local commu-
nity groups which will encourage the children to 
think about the environment in and around where 
they live.

Meanwhile, at St Andrew’s, pupils have been 
busy raising funds for the upkeep of the Indianna 
Memorial Garden, created to celebrate the life of  
four-year-old Indianna Rose Maddison, who very   
sadly passed away after an accident while on a 
family holiday in Egypt.

Indianna’s Memorial Garden was creative using 
a combination of ideas from children and staff. 
They wanted something to symbolise Indianna’s 
calm and serene personality and which recog-
nised her beauty inside and out. 

Indianna’s brother and sister requested that the 
sculpture celebrate characters from her favourite 
fairy stories, including a prince and princess, a 
mermaid, unicorn, dragon and troll and lastly an 
angel to represent Indianna herself. 

Members of the school community, pupils from 
a local school, friends and family of Indianna 
worked together to create the garden and funds 
were raised via a Crowdfunding page and spon-
sored walk, to pay for the sculpture and plants. 

Friends of Indianna, now spend quiet and peace-
ful times, sitting in the garden, thinking about 
Indianna and remembering the friend they sadly 
miss.

Cllr Joy Allen, Chair of Bishop Auckland and 
Coundon in Bloom said: “It’s wonderful to see 
these inspiring projects that are being under-
taken by local children behind school gates.

“We are aware of many more projects that are 
being developed such as sensory and vegetable 
gardens and we are keen to raise awareness of 
young people’s efforts to improve their school 
environment whilst learning gardening skills.”

Bloomtalk’s Garden of the Year is supported 
by the Bishop Press and Bishop and Coundon in 
Bloom. For more stunning photos of the gardens, 
visit www.bloomtalk.org.uk.

@BishopPress

RAFA Club
43 Cockton Hill Road

Bishop Auckland, DL14 6HS 

 Saturday 7th July 
1pm - midnight

100 Year RAFA Anniversary
We are celebrating the centenary of 

the Royal Air Force. 1-4pm: Children’s 
Entertainer in the upstairs concert room. 

5pm: Domino Handicap. Live singer, 
GRAHAM HUNTER in the evening. 

Badges, Memorabilia, Raffles, Burgers, Hotdogs.
All proceeds to the Wings Appeal RAF Charity.  

Reduced alcohol prices for members.

Tel: 01388 663211
Mob: 07765 196431
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The Council on 21/6/18 made an Order under Sections 84 & 87 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended, the effect of which 
comes into operation on 9/7/18 and introduces a 20mph speed limit on the entire lengths of the following roads, including all side streets 
and back lanes:  Flambard Drive, Kellaw Close, Neile Court, St Carileph Way, Stenhouse Court, Thurlow Gardens, Van Mildert Close 
and Walcher Gardens.  Full details are contained in the sealed Order which may be inspected at County Hall, Durham Mon-Fri 9am-4pm; 
via the council website and at Bishop Auckland Library during normal opening hours.  Any person wishing to question the validity of 
the Order or of any provision contained in it on the grounds that it is not within the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984, as amended, or that any requirement of that Act or of any regulation made under it has not been complied with, may within 6 weeks 
from the date of this notice, apply to make an application for that purpose to the High Court. 

Dated: 30 June 2018

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

(FLAMBARD DRIVE AREA, BISHOP AUCKLAND) (20 MPH SPEED LIMIT) 
ORDER 2018

The Council on 28/6/18 made an Order under Section 14 (1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act, 1984, as amended, to close to all 
vehicular traffic a 35 metre length of C34 Bone Mill Bank that extends eastwards from its junction with A688 Bracks Farm Roundabout 
by reason of carriageway resurfacing works to be undertaken.  The maximum duration of the temporary closure under the Order is 18 
months and is required from 7.00pm on Weds 4/7/18 and for the duration of the works anticipated to be 4 nights (7.00pm to 6.30am on 
nights of 4th, 5th 10th and 11th July 2018). However, on rare occasions, alternative dates for closure may be necessary and these will be 
signed accordingly. Alternative route: from the western side of the closure from Bracks Farm Roundabout south westerly via A688 to 
A689 Roundabout then south easterly to the junction with Bone Mill Bank leading to the eastern side of the closure, and vice versa. 

(C34 BONE MILL BANK, BISHOP AUCKLAND)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2018

The Council proposes in not less than 7 days from the date of this notice to make an Order under Section 14 (1) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984, as amended, to close to all vehicular traffic a 570 mtr length of Unc. road 34.4 Dial Stob Hill that extends between 
Jocks Bridge and the access to Binchester Hall Farm, Bishop Auckland by reason of bank stabilisation works to be undertaken.  The 
maximum duration of the temporary closure under the Order is 18 months and is required from 19/07/18 for the duration of the works 
anticipated to be 16 weeks. However, on rare occasions, alternative dates for closure may be necessary and these will be signed 
accordingly. Alternative route: from the northern side of the closure from Binchester Crag Farm north easterly to Long Lane crossroads 
then south easterly along Long Lane passing Binchester to A688 (and north easterly to and around Middlestone Moor Roundabout) 
then south westerly along A688 to A689 Roundabout, westerly onto C130 Durham Road and onto C188 Castle Chare leading to Bishop 
Auckland Market Place to the southern side of the closure, and vice versa. 

 (DIAL STOB HILL, BISHOP AUCKLAND)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2018

Companionship, friendship 
and fun are guaranteed!

• Dogs to suit your
lifestyle

• Completely flexible
• Trial stays to ensure

 compatibility
• Full support and

advice
• A playmate for your

own dog

Dog lovers wanted
Join our local host community

BarkingMad.uk.com 
Joanne Hewitt - 0191 580 5111
joanne.hewitt@barkingmad.uk.com

|  www.bishopselfstorage.co.uk0800 999 8870

Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
St Helens Auckland
Bishop Auckland
County Durham
DL14 9TT

different and everyone 
was delighted with the 
environmental improve-
ments which are already 
catching the eye of pass-
ing motorists and hotel 
guests.

Claire Gibbons, Manag-
ing Director of the Park 
Head Hotel said: “We are 
delighted with the sup-
port we have had from the 
community.  

“Everyone did a great job 
and it made a real differ-
ence.  

“We are really looking 
forward to the judges visit 
now and we would like to 
thank everyone involved.”

Cllr Joy Allen, Chair of 
Bishop Auckland and 
Coundon in Bloom said: 
“This is the second year 
of entry for the Park Head 
Hotel, having gained an 
impressive Silver last 
year.

“Everyone involved in 

today’s makeover wanted 
to come out to support 
this popular hotel which 
regularly hosts commu-
nity meetings and events. 

“We chose remem-
brance as this year’s 
theme, so we wanted to 
use the colours red, white 
and blue and to plant pop-
pies around the hotels 
grounds.”

All the Bishop Auckland 
and Coundon in Bloom 
projects can be viewed by 
visiting www.bloomtalk.
org.uk.

The judging team is 
expected in July and will 
consist of two people 
who will score the hotel 
on its horticulture, envi-
ronment and community 
achievements. 

The Northumbria in 
Bloom Winners will be 
announced on the 26th 
September at the Lancas-
ter Suite Gateshead.

COMMUNITY AND volun-
tary organisations from 
Bishop Auckland came 
out in force to lend sup-
port a popular local hotel 
which is entered into this 
year’s Northumbria in 
Bloom’s Pubs and Hotel 
category.  

Representatives from 
Bishop Auckland and 
Coundon in Bloom, Auck-
land Project, the Rotary 
Club and Cultivate4Life 
joined the Park Head 
Country Hotel staff to 
transform the hotel ahead 
of their final judging day.

Volunteers quickly got 
to work planting flow-
ers in tubs and borders, 
weeding, sweeping, prun-
ing and painting. 

In a short space of time 
the hotel looked visibly 

LOCAL HOTEL GETS BLOOMING MAKEOVER
Volunteers raise a toast to their handiwork after a hard day’s work on the garden at the Park Head Hotel.

A COUNTY Durham artist 
is bringing two colourful 
installations to Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall in a 
new exhibition this sum-
mer.

Writer and illustrator 
Rebecca Rose has cre-
ated two interactive 
sculptures inspired by 
Durham City and the 
county’s musical and the-
atre traditions which will 
take pride of place in the 
venue’s gallery.  

Visitors can walk onto 
the ‘theatre’ sculpture 
which includes actors, a 
stage set and audiences, 
while the other depicts a 
group of lively musicians 
performing in front of the 
Durham skyline. 

A range of different 
metals left over from 
construction projects has 
been used to create the 
sculptures, which change 

ARTIST’S TOWN HALL EXHIBITION
Rebecca Rose with her interactive ‘theatre’ sculpture.

in colour depending on 
the different angles and 
light.

“I’m lucky enough to live 
on the edge of Durham 
City and the architec-
ture I see every day really 
provided the inspiration 
for this project, from the 
shimmering skyline of 
castle and cathedral to 
the iconic arches of the 
viaduct,” she said.

The venue’s smaller 
gallery will also include 
a story corner and per-
formance area, where 
visitors can explore the 
big books, musical instru-
ments and costumes on 
offer.

The exhibition, which is 
free to visit, will remain 
at the venue until Friday, 
31st August during library 
hours. For more informa-
tion visit www.bishopauck 
landtownhall.org.uk.
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We Are Here

Safe • Clean • Dry
Flexible Terms • Drive up Units 
Fire, Flood & Intruder Alarms

CCTV • 7 Days Access

St Helen Auckland
Bishop Auckland 
DL14 9AD

Book Now: 01388 207 222

RMH
CAR SALES

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582 570308

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

Electrician
Prime Electrical Services. 
Safety inspections, fuse box 
upgrades, lights, rewires, 
electric showers, electric 
cookers. Emergency call outs. 
On call 7 days a week. 
Ring Carl: 07802 331 564.

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery Testing, 
Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, Alterations, 

Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS
Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

FREE  
Air Con 
Testing!

ambassadors, local peo-
ple who have the future of 
Bishop Auckland at heart. 

“Their enthusiasm was 
very infectious and I wish 
them every success.

“The ambassadors are 
a group of local volun-
teers who visit local busi-

nesses in the town along-
side community groups 
by helping to promote 
businesses and events 
within the town.” 

A spokesperson for the 
town ambassadors said:  
“We are delighted that 
our first fundraising event 
was so successful. 

“And we would like to 
thank the mayor and all 
those who turned up to 
support us, with special 
thanks to Christian and 
the staff at The Merry 
Monk for hosting the 
event. 

“In total £263 was raised 
which will go towards, 
materials to enable us 
to carry on supporting 
businesses and events in 
Bishop Auckland.”

SATURDAY 23RD June 
saw the Town Ambassa-
dors host their first fund-
raising event. 

The event which was 
opened by the mayor 
Councillor David Flem-
ing who said: “It was a 
pleasure to meet the town 

FIRST FUNDRAISER FOR AMBASSADORS
Bishop Auckland Town Ambassadors, supported by fundraisers and town mayor, Cllr David Fleming. 

BISHOP AUCKLAND Golf 
Club Juniors, wearing 
their new team shirts for 
the first time, travelled to 
Castle Eden recently for   
their first away match of 
the season.  

In extremely challeng-
ing, windy conditions, 
thanks to Storm Hector, 
they were delighted to 
come away winning three 
and two.  

A spokesperson for the 
club said: “The evening 
produced great wins for 
George Hall, Cameron 
Hamilton and Ben Maw-
son.  

“Thanks also to Jess 
Hall and Callum Brown for 
their one hundred per cent 
commitment and trav-
elling reserve Rebecca 
Hutchinson for stepping 
in to caddy. 

JUNIOR GOLFERS WIN AWAY

Bishop Auckland Golf Club Juniors won their first away match of 
the season at Castle Eden. 

“Players from both 
teams were a credit to 
their clubs.

“Bishop Auckland cer-
tainly looked the part in 
their new team shirts.”

The club is open to any-
one interested in joining, 
with regular ‘Get Into Golf’ 
sessions available for 
beginners. 

For juniors interested in 
the game, there is no fee 
for under 11s while the 
annual fee for 11-18-year-
olds is just £15.

For more information, 
contact the golf club via 
phone at 01388 661618, 
by email at enquiresbagc 
@outlook.com  or call 
in to the club, located at 
High Plains, off Durham 
Road in Bishop Auckland.

The club also has its 
own Facebook page.

CLASSICAL MUSIC lov-
ers are in for a treat on 
Friday, 13th July at St. 
Andrew’s Church, South 
Church, when flautist, 
Fiona Mancey-Jones 
together with pianist, 
Marija Scott, entertain 
with a programme which 
includes work by Poulenc 
and Debussey.

Fiona has performed 

CLASSICAL CONCERT

Flautist, Fiona Mancey-Jones 

as a soloist and cham-
ber musician at many 
venues in the UK  while 
Lithuanian-born Marija 
has established herself 
as a versatile and much 
sought-after collaborative 
pianist and teacher. 

Tickets from Brother-
ton’s Music or Brian Var-
ley (01388 606075) are 
£13.50  (£15 on the door).



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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BISHOP AUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  
BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS 

DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd

merville had several very 
good first swims.

James Holliday 
achieved pbs in each 
of his seven events and 
Reece Cunnachie four 
pbs, taking 5 seconds off 
his 100m back with a new 
time of 1.36.20. 

Lauren and Ethan Flint 
achieved pbs in each of 
their three events. Ethan 
took 4 seconds off his 
50m butterfly with a new 
time of 45.26. 

Ella Sowerby achieved 
three pbs with a 4 second 
pb in her 100m freestyle.

Emily Whitton gained 
three pbs and Joseph 
Brown two pbs including a 
13sec pb in the 100m Indi-
vidual Medley (IM) with a 
new time of 1.48.46. 

Lily Mulholland also 
swam the 100 IM for the 
first time. Lucy Randall 
achieved four pbs. Anna-
bel Cooper achieved three 
pbs, a gold medal in the 
100m back and silvers in 
the 200m breast-stroke 
and 200m back. 

Ryan Baker reached two 
finals, in the 50m breast-
stroke and 50m fly, win-
ning a silver medal in the 
50m breaststroke.

Thomas Power achieved 
pbs in each of his events, 
gold medals in the 50m 
and 200m breaststroke 
and a silver medal in the 
100m breaststroke. 

A club spokesperson 
said: “Well done to all of 
the swimmers, especially 
the debutantes.”

A TOTAL of fourteen 
swimmers from the Dol-
phin, Junior and Senior 
squads of Wear Valley 
Amateur Swimming 
Club competed in the 
9th Annual Derwentside 
Charity Gala.

All money raised has 
been donated to the 
Cystic Fibrosis Society 
and the Paediatric Inten-
sive Care Unit and Ward 9 
at the RVI Hospital New-
castle. 

The gala was held at the 
Louisa Centre, Stanley in 
their 25m pool over the 
weekend of 9/10th June.

All personal bests (pbs) 
recorded are for short 
course (25m) times.

In their first gala, Nicole 
Walker and Oliver Som-

SWIMMERS AT ANNUAL CHARITY GALA
Wear Valley Amateur Swimming Club members at the annual Derwentside Charity Gala.

ST MARY’S U10 Kings 
were celebrating last 
week after winning the 
Crook summer tourna-
ment.

It has also been a busy 
few weeks for the club 
getting prepared for their 
presentation night next 
Saturday and, two weeks 
later, the club hosts its 
annual tournament with 
over 60 teams from 
u7-u16 competing for tro-
phies. 

New goalposts for the 
club’s younger teams 
have arrived thanks to a 
very generous grant from 
the Gaunless Gateway 
Partnership - part of the 
South Durham Enterprise 
Agency. 

And new BAFC strips 
are arriving, also thanks 

ST MARY’S LATEST

St Mary’s chairman accepts a sponsorship cheque from Upright 
Ltd MD, Matthew Charlton on behalf of the U7 Kings.

to generous sponsors.
More new coaches have 

arrived at the club with 
Sophie Hughes from Dur-
ham FA helping the new 
U7 Aces. 

New sponsors are also 
helping the teams out 
with Upright Ltd sponsor-
ing the new U7 Kings for 
new strips. 

The club was delighted 
to welcome Bishop Auck-
land FC first team, includ-
ing the new management 
team of Ian Chandler 
and Brian Roe, to its St 
Mary’s facilities for their 
first pre-season training 
ahead of the forthcoming 
Northern League season. 

Over twenty players 
trained and six of the St 
Mary’s U23 squad were 
invited to join in.

Unit 2D Tudhoe Ind Est, Spennymoor, DL16 6TJ
Log Cabins | Fencing | Sheds | Playhouses 
Gates | Summer Houses | Garden Furniture 

Decking | Interior Furniture
Free Estimates  |  Very Competitive Pricing

Tel: 07580 842 227
email: anythingwood115@gmail.com       www.anything-wood.co.uk

Also at Unit 1A Quarrington Hill Ind Est. Tel: 0191 3779336


