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ONE OF the oldest struc-
tures in County Durham 
could be given a new 
lease of life if plans are 
approved. 

An application has been 
submitted to Durham 
County Council to con-
serve the Grade I listed 
West Mural Tower in the 
grounds of Auckland Cas-
tle and bring it back into 
use as a learning and edu-

cation space. 
The tower, which is 

believed to date back 
to the 15th century, was 
originally built as a defen-
sive gatehouse in the 
western wall surrounding 
Auckland Castle, when it 
served as a private palace 
for the Prince Bishops of 
Durham.

After falling into disre-
pair over the centuries, 

the tower was made safe 
in recent years, with The 
Auckland Project work-
ing in partnership with 
Durham County Council 
and Historic England to 
prevent any further dam-
age and consider its long-
term future. 

Now, with support from 
all three organisations, 
plans have been devel-
oped to repair and refur-

bish the historic structure 
and give it a new purpose 
for the surrounding com-
munity. 

David Ronn, Project 
Manager, for The Auck-
land Project, said: “The 
West Mural Tower has 
been unused for decades, 
and has gradually fallen 
into a state of dilapidation 

The West Mural Tower, photographed by Andrew Clarey courtesy of The Auckland Project.

PLANS TO BRING HISTORIC WEST 
MURAL TOWER BACK TO LIFE

“The number of 
people claiming 
benefit in our 
area is now 45% 
higher than the 
national average.

THE NUMBER of people 
receiving unemployment 
benefits in Bishop Auck-
land constituency has 
risen by 29% in just one 
year, says MP for Bishop 
Auckland, Helen Good-
man. 

According to figures 
based on DWP statis-
tics, there are 440 more 
people receiving unem-
ployment benefits than in 
April last year.

Ms Goodman said: “The 
Government has been 
proudly announcing its 

falling unemployment 
rates in the UK. 

“This is clearly not the 
case in Bishop Auckland.

“These figures are 
appalling. The number of 
people claiming unem-
ployment benefit in our 
area is now 45% higher 
than the national average.

“Anybody with concerns 
about their Universal 
Credit can contact my 
office on 01388 603075.”

MP CONCERNED 
BY RISING 
UNEMPLOYMENT
IN CONSTITUENCY

L O U I S A   B E D
RRP £599 - OUR PRICE £499 - (mattress extra)

- Many colours to choose from -

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • Tel: 01388 772671

Park right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

bishop@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

The Bishop Press cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
The Bishop Press 

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Bishop Press 

when contacting 
advertisers.
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The Council on 31/05/18 made an Order under Section 14 (1) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984, as amended, to close to all vehicular traffic: a) Fore Bondgate 
between the bollard and Newgate Street; b) Newgate Street between its junctions 
with Fore Bondgate and A689 Princes Street; c) Tenters Street between Newgate 
Centre Service Road and Newgate Street; and d) Victoria Avenue between Kingsway 
and Newgate Street to enable planter removal and general refurbishment works to 
be undertaken.  The maximum duration of the temporary closure under the Order is 
18 months and is required from 7.30am on Sat 02/06/18 and for the duration of the 
works anticipated to be 2 weekends (to 6.00pm each Sun evening). However, on rare 
occasions, alternative dates for closures may be necessary and these will be signed 
accordingly. Alternative route: There is no alternative route available. 

Dated: 2 June 2018

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

 (NEWGATE STREET, FORE BONDGATE, VICTORIA AVENUE & 
TENTERS STREET, BISHOP AUCKLAND) 

(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2018 meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

07582 570308

HAND 
CAR 

WASH

BEHIND DOMINOS 

PIZZA AND NEXT TO 

STARBUCKS

Why not leave 
your car and 

do some 
shopping or go 

for a coffee?

SOAPYCAR.COM

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland DL14 9TT

celebratory lunch.
Maureen Davison, who 

has been part of the group 
for 29 years, said: “It is 
lovely meeting up with 
people who truly under-
stand. It boosts your 
self-esteem, which is so 
important.”

The group’s importance 
has also been publicly rec-
ognised. It has received 
the DCC Chairman’s 
Medal for outstanding 

service to the community 
and the Bishop Auckland 
and Shildon Area Action 
Partnership Certificate for 
Outstanding Community 
Service.

New members are always 
welcome to join. To find out 
more about the group and 
its work, contact Audrey 
Quinn on 01388 832148, 
Sandra Parrett on 01325 
730192 or Mrs Davison on 
01388 818267.

MEMBERS OF Bishop 
Auckland Stoma Care 
Group gathered at the 
Park Head Hotel, New 
Coundon recently to cel-
ebrate the group’s 35th 
anniversary.

The group was founded 
by Mrs Betty Towns and 
clinical nurse specialist, 
Sister Barbara Hodgson, 
in 1983, and has provided 
support for people with 
lower bowel problems 
ever since.

They have regular meet-
ings which provide advice 
and information on the lat-
est issues, products and 

medical practises, with 
guest speakers including 
doctors, representatives 
from stoma appliance 
providers and others with 
an interest in providing 
support.

Emotional support and 
friendship are equally 
important and members 
of the group are able 
to share experiences, 
discuss concerns and 
enjoy days out and trips 
together.

Many former nurses and 
doctors who have treated 
the members over the 
years also attended the 

STOMA GROUP CELEBRATE ANNIVERSARY
Members of the Bishop Auckland Stoma Care Group attend their 35th anniversary celebrations at the Park Head Hotel.

THE KING’S BALTI
187 newgate street, bishop 

auckland, 01388 604222 / 605222
The original and best Award Winning Tandoori & 
Balti Takeaway - superb Indian Cuisine every time! 

NEW SPECIAL MENU AVAILABLE SHORTLY

We also have a well-established Delivery Service 
all around Bishop Auckland
Why not order by phone? 

It’s much faster than Just Eat and Hungry Horse
Fast, Friendly Service

Established over 20 years

Newly refurbished premises
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has been something posi-
tive to focus on, the whole 
community had input and 
it is such a peaceful place 
for reflection whenever 
any of our children, or the 
grown-ups, need it.”

Indianna’s mam Kelly 
Maddison said: “The gar-
den and the walk to fund 
its upkeep was a nice 

thing to do, she’s still 
there in spirit.”

The walkers collected 
£55 in their buckets 
around the town and 
£75 from customers at 
Hogan’s Bar. 

There is also individual 
sponsor money to be col-
lected and added to the 
total.

ON SATURDAY 26th May, 
pupils and staff from St 
Andrew’s Primary School 
in South Church, Bishop 
Auckland took part in a 
charity walk to raise funds 
for the upkeep of the Indi-
anna Rose Maddison 
Memorial Garden in the 
school grounds. 

The garden was named 
in tribute to the four-year-
old youngster, who died 
five months ago after fall-
ing into a pool while on a 
festive holiday in Egypt 
with her family.

Acting headteacher 
Nicola James said: “Los-
ing Indianna was heart-
breaking for staff and 
children, it has been a 
difficult time. The garden 

PUPILS RAISE FUNDS FOR 
INDIANNA’S MEMORIAL GARDEN 

The beautiful memorial garden was created from an underused area within the school grounds.

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery Testing, 
Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, Alterations, 

Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS
Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

FREE  
Air Con 
Testing!

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

|  www.bishopselfstorage.co.uk0800 999 8870

Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
St Helens Auckland
Bishop Auckland
County Durham
DL14 9TT

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

HOWLISH HALL CARE HOME
BISHOP AUCKLAND
01388 741792

RESIDENTIAL
PERMANENT, RESPITE, CONVALESCENT AND 

DAY CARE AVAILABLE IN A 
WARM AND 

FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT
CALL ANYTIME 

TO VIEW

NAYLORS AERIALS

£45

01388 720994

From
Just

Quality Materials Used

TV AERIALS 

Supplied & Fitted

ON FRIDAY, 15th June at 
7.30pm in St. Andrew’s 
Church at South Church, 
the third in Bishop Auck-
land Music Society’s 2018 
Concert Series features 
Latvian cellist, Kristi-
ana Ignatjeva with Sven 
Heinoja at the Steinway 
piano.

Kristiana is currently 
studying at the Royal Col-
lege of Music with Profes-
sor Melissa Phelps.

She has won many 
national and international 
awards for her playing 
and  has recently been 
the recipient of the Muriel 
Taylor Scholarship.

LATVIAN CELLIST TO FEATURE 
AT MUSIC SOCIETY CONCERT

Kristina Ignatjeva, will be accompanied by Sven Heinoja at 
Bishop Auckland Music Society’s latest concert. 

In addition, Kristiana 
is the winner of the First 
Prize and Unaccompa-
nied Bach Prize at the 
Violoncello Competition 
at the Royal College of 
Music.

Together with Sven at 
the piano, she will per-
form work by Beethoven, 
Franck, Prokofiev and 
Piazolla.

Tickets, costing £13.50, 
are available from Broth-
erton’s Music, Newgate 
Street or from Brian Var-
ley on 01388 606075.

Alternatively, concert 
goers can pay £15 entry 
on the door.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

07912 151395
Find us on Facebook 

EG CLEAN TEAM
Professional cleaning services

Contact Elisha on 

Need a hand keeping on top 
of the chores? Let us do the 
hard work so you can relax!
15% off for NEW CLIENTS 

With this advert
General Cleaning, One Off Clean,  
End of or Pre-Tenancy 
Cleans, Ironing, Ovens
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Day Excursions by Rail 
from Bishop Auckland 

 

Saturday 16th June 2018 “The Weardale Explorer” 
 

Join us on our special train for a gentle journey through beautiful Weardale 
enjoying the stunning scenery from your reserved seat. 

 

In Premium Class a sumptuous cream tea will be served at your seat (included 
in price).  
 

Depart at 17:10 arrive back around 20:45 
 

Premium Class £25 / Child £20 (includes Cream Tea served at your seat) 
First Class £18 / Child £12 
Standard Class £12 / Child £8  

 

Saturday 1st December 2018 “Festive Capital Express” to London 
Direct to London by vintage train           Meet Santa, Mrs Claus and the Elves on board 

Gifts for the children from Santa          Festive on-train entertainment           Christmas shopping   
Christmas markets       First Class dining option available       Optional sightseeing tour 

 

From festive shopping and fairy lights to picturesque ice skating, we've got Christmas in the capital all wrapped up 
on our special excursion train to London. 
 

During the journey Santa will join the train with his sack brimming with gifts for the children on-board. Every child 
will receive a gift and will have the opportunity to meet Santa, Mrs Claus and the elves. All of this, plus carol singers 
and mince pies will make this a trip to remember.  
 

Standard Class Adult £79 / Child £49 (under 5 free) 
First Class dining option £150 (includes Breakfast & Dinner), First Class non-dining option £120 

Book online at www.ba-rail.co.uk/excursion-trains, by phone on 01388-661394 or in person at Bishop Auckland Railway Station 

tion of vintage military 
vehicles on display and 
live performances from 
The Fenner Sisters.

There will be some 
1940’s music from the 
local Sound Waves Com-
munity Choir and perfor-
mances from the Sandra 
Welsh School of Dance.

Local businesses are 
joining in the theme by 
decorating their shop win-
dows and dressing up in 
1940s costume.

A spokesperson said: 
“Why not join us by dress-
ing for the occasion and 
and enjoy a trip down 
memory lane!”

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
Town Team is set to  host 
a 1940s themed day, 
sponsored by the Town 
Council, in Bishop Auck-
land Market Place on Sat-
urday 9th June.

The event will take place 
between 10am and 4pm 
and there will be a selec-

TOWN SET TO ENJOY 1940S EVENT
Lee Brownson, Pauline Parkins, Alan Anderson, Bob Parkins and Nigel Bryson are already in the 
swing of things as they promote next weekend’s 1940s event.                           Photo: Christine Percival.

POLICE ARE continuing to 
appeal for a man wanted 
on suspicion of a serious 
assault.

Officers in Bishop Auck-
land have re-issued an 
image (above) of Michael 

MAN WANTED ON SUSPICION 
OF SERIOUS ASSAULT

Francis, 27, from Escomb, 
Bishop Auckland in a bid 
to track him down.

He is sought in connec-
tion with an assault on a 
woman which happened 
on May 6th.

A police spokeswoman 
said: “Francis knows 
that he is wanted and is 
actively evading police. 
Harbouring a suspect is a 
criminal offence.”

Anyone who knows of 
the whereabouts of Fran-
cis is asked to contact 
Durham Constabulary 
on 101. Alternatively, call 
Crimestoppers anony-
mously on 0800 555 111.

A 24-YEAR-OLD has 
appeared in court after 
police opened fire on a 
man suspected of car-
rying a firearm in Bishop 
Auckland last week.

Samuel John Houli-
han, appeared at New-
ton Aycliffe Magistrates’ 
Court charged with one 

MAN SHOT BY POLICE IN 
FIREARMS INCIDENT

count of possession of 
an imitation firearm with 
intent to cause fear of vio-
lence.

The Independent Office 
for Police Conduct has 
been informed of the 
shooting incident.

The accused’s solicitor 
made no bail application.
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potential
f  inding
your 

How can ROAD help? 
One-to-one support 
from a range of health 
and �nance specialists 
Access to a range of 
training and vocational 
courses to help you 
improve your life 
Guidance, support and 
advice on any area you 
feel will help you to 
make positive changes

01207 524 833
road@groundwork.org.uk
www.reachingoutacrossdurham.co.uk

Call us today!

@reachingoutacrossdurham
@roaddurham

ROAD is funded by the Big Lottery Fund 
and the European Social Fund

Hosted by
Groundwork NE & Cumbria

aware
Tech

Hire
me!

Money
management

@

Health &
wellbeing

http://

Build
con�dence

Develop
new skills

Be
positive

*To book or for more information contact Bishop Trains or Enterprise Travel

We are going places, why not join us?

GET  
CONNECTED 

WITH

OVER 70  
DESTINATIONS
from Bishop Rail Station to the Coast, 

Lake District or North Yorkshire

www.enterprisetravel.net
Part of the European Travel Group

www.ba-rail.co.uk
Booking Line: 01388 661394

and

Darlington

@EnterpriseTravelCoaches

Booking Line: 01388 661394

Part of the European Travel Group

facebook.com/
bishoppress

BLOOMTALK GARDEN OF THE YEAR
This stunning garden in Bishop Auckland has countless features, from shrubs to vegetables to a frog and fish-filled 
pond and a spiritual temple.                Photo: Christine Percival.

www.bloomtalk.org.uk
JUDGES FOR the first annual Bloomtalk 
Garden of the Year, supported by the 
Bishop Press and Bishop Auckland and 
Coundon in Bloom, have selected the 
first garden to be entered in this year’s 
shortlist.

The stunning garden in Bishop Auck-
land has countless features, taking its 
inspiration from trips to Sri Lanka and 
visits to Buddhist temples as well as 
from the owner’s father, as they explain:

“My garden is important to me for many 
reasons, but the most important is that it 
brings me close to my father. 

“I was lucky to share a close and loving 
relationship with this wonderful man. I 
spent many hours with him in his allot-
ment where he taught me how to grow 
vegetables. 

“When I am in my garden planting and 
tending to the vegetables, I talk to my 
dad. And somehow I know he is listening. 
I enjoy the challenge to see what I am 
able to grow successfully. I have beet-
root, cabbage, leeks, onions, courgettes, 
pumpkin, chillies and even have pota-

toes, spinach, and kale growing in the borders! 
I have given up on broccoli and sprouts! I also 
grow strawberries, raspberries, and red currants.

“I love trees and have many varieties. I have fruit 
trees, eucalyptus, firs, acers, and many others. I 
love the twisted willow which were in the Church 
for my daughter’s wedding, and the monkey puz-
zle she wanted when she was seven is now thriv-
ing with a sleeping dragon beneath it! 

“Colour is important to me so I have many flow-
ers and shrubs. Even weeds are left if they are 
colourful or interesting!

“I love the animals the garden attracts; hedge-
hogs, birds of many varieties, a fox, squirrels and 
neighbouring cats. And of course my frogs and 
fish all live happily together in the pond. 

“A garden can be a spiritual place and I was 

inspired by trips to Sri Lanka and visits to Bud-
dhist temples. Angels too have a place along 
with the odd fairy, elephants and some quite ugly 
creatures which I actually love! They make me 
smile.”

Cllr Joy Allen, Chair of Bishop Auckland and 
Coundon in Bloom said: “We have chosen to fea-
ture this week’s garden because of its diversity, 
from the zen garden, which is a perfect place to 
reflect, meditate and appreciate nature, to the 
fish pond with all its wonderful inhabitants, to the 
very practical and impressive herb and garden 
patch.  It is a true joy to behold!”

The next issue will feature a Coundon garden. 
Future issues  will feature schools and businesses. 
To see more stunning photos of the gardens, visit 
the Bloomtalk website at www.bloomtalk.org.uk.
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Companionship, friendship 
and fun are guaranteed!

• Dogs to suit your
lifestyle

• Completely flexible
• Trial stays to ensure

 compatibility
• Full support and

advice
• A playmate for your

own dog

Dog lovers wanted
Join our local host community

BarkingMad.uk.com 
Joanne Hewitt - 0191 580 5111
joanne.hewitt@barkingmad.uk.com

We Are Here

Safe • Clean • Dry
Flexible Terms • Drive up Units 
Fire, Flood & Intruder Alarms

CCTV • 7 Days Access

St Helen Auckland
Bishop Auckland 
DL14 9AD

Book Now: 01388 207 222

RAFA Club
43 Cockton Hill Road

Bishop Auckland, DL14 6HS 

FREE FUNCTION 
ROOM AVAILABLE 

9th June
Northern Soul

7pm till late
£3 pay at the door
Tel: 01388 663211

Mob: 07765 196431

RMH
CAR SALES

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582 570308

JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

Electrician
NIC EIC registered, safety 
inspections, fuse box 
upgrades, lights, rewires, 
electric showers, electric 
cookers, emergency call outs. 
On call 7 days a week. 
Tel: 07902 684 258.

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

over that time. The Auck-
land Project has worked 
hard to stabilise the struc-
ture since taking over the 
site in 2012, and has con-
sidered two options for its 
future: either to conserve 
the tower as a safe ruin or 
to give it a new lease of 
life in the 21st century as 
a useable building.

“The planning applica-
tion now submitted is for 
the latter option.”

Plans for repairing and 
refurbishing West Mural 
Tower have been drawn 
up for by Hexham-based 
Doonan Architects, which 
specialises in working 
with historic buildings 
and conservation pro-
jects. 

Proposals include using 
original materials from 
the tower wherever pos-
sible, as well as reinstat-
ing several windows and 
the original gateway out 
to Silver Street, although 
this will not be used as an 
access route for visitors. 

If the plans are approved 
work would likely begin in 
late summer with a view 
to the building being in 
use by early 2019. 

The Auckland Project is 
offering a small group of 
volunteers the opportu-
nity to be closely involved 
in following the restora-
tion through to comple-
tion, with an invitation 
to attend participative 

briefings and discussions 
and potentially take part 
in activities alongside the 
appointed contractors.  

Anyone keen to know 
more is asked to register 
their interest by e-mailing 
Liz Dollimore, Head of 
Learning at The Auckland 
Project, at liz.dollimore@
aucklandproject.org by 
Friday 29th June. 

Applications will be 
open to those aged 16 or 
over.  

Liz Fisher, Engage-
ment Director for The 
Auckland Project, said: 
“The Auckland Project is 
committed to revitalising 
Bishop Auckland, not just 
in restoring some of its 
historic buildings but in 
providing a wide range of 
educational opportunities 
for the community too. 

“Once returned to its 
former glory we hope that 
West Mural Tower will 
provide the perfect wet 
weather option for small 
family activities, such as 
storytelling, and take us 
one step further towards 
achieving this long term 
mission.” 

The repair and refurbish-
ment of West Mural tower 
forms part of The Auck-
land Project’s £130m 
investment in Bishop 
Auckland.

For more information 
about, visit www.auck 
landproject.org or search 
for Auckland Project on 
Facebook and Twitter.

FROM PAGE 1

PLAN TO RESTORE 
WEST MURAL TOWER

man Cllr Bill Kellett.
He will be assisted in 

his official duties over 
the coming year by Vice 
Chairman Cllr Katie Cor-
rigan, who, at the age of 
26, is believed to be the 
authority’s youngest vice 
Chairman.

Cllr Lethbridge, who rep-

resents the Woodhouse 
Close ward, has been a 
county councillor since 
2004 and has also served 
on Wear Valley District 
Council and Bishop Auck-
land Town Council.

A former pupil of Broom-
park and Bowburn jun-
ior schools and Durham 
Johnston Grammar 
School, Cllr Lethbridge 
has a BA in Arts from the 
Open University and a 
Masters in Education from 
Newcastle University.

He qualified as a 
teacher in 1967 and spent 
his teaching career at 
Sedgefield Secondary 
Modern School until retir-
ing in 2002.

Cllr Lethbridge, who 
will also serve as Mayor 
of Durham, is married to 
Sandra and has a son and 
daughter and two grand-
children.

His chosen charity for 
his year in office is the 
Royal British Legion.

He said: “I’m honoured 
to be elected to serve as 
Chairman and represent 
the county council.

“I’m very much looking 
forward to spending the 
next 12 months meeting 
residents, promoting our 
wonderful county and 
raising money for my cho-
sen charity.”

Cllr Corrigan has repre-
sented the Belmont ward 
since being elected to the 
county council in 2013.

She has also served on 
Belmont Parish Council, 
representing the Carrville 
ward from 2013 to 2017.

A NEW Chairman and 
Vice Chairman have taken 
on the chains of office at 
Durham County Council.

Cllr John Lethbridge 
was elected Chairman 
at the council’s annual 
meeting, held last week 
at County Hall. He takes 
over from retiring Chair-

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
COUNCILLOR IS NEW 
CHAIRMAN OF DURHAM 
COUNTY COUNCIL

Cllr John Lethbridge of Woodhouse Close ward has been elected 
the new Chairman of Durham County Council.

TEL: 07983 326 761

HOUSE TO LET
Two bedroomed in Gordon 
Terrace, Bishop Auckland. 

Fully refurbished living 
room, dining room, new 
kitchen & bathroom, new 
carpets. Fully decorated. 

Front garden. GCH.
£85 per week
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B. PORTWOOD
and Company Limited

Your Local Insurance Broker, Established Since 1963

INSURANCE BROKERS
We specialise in all aspects of insurance, including;

• Motor
• Home 
• Travel
• Caravan

• Business / Commercial Insurance
We also give special rates for unoccupied / let out properties for Landlords

145 Newgate Street, Bishop Auckland, Co Durham, DL14 7EN
(Only 100 yds from where Swinton’s used to be, we are next to The Mitre (Hogan’s))

t: 01388 607105    f: 01388 663032   i: www.portwood.co.uk   e: bishop@portwood.co.uk

We give a FREE Insurance Quote, so why not ring or call in and meet our friendly staff
Keep this advert with your current documents and call in at renewal

BISHOP AUCKLAND Col-
lege has secured fund-
ing through the Bishop 
Auckland & Shildon 
Area Action Partnership 
(BASH AAP) to help res-
idents aged 16+ in the 
Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon areas to progress 
into employment, further 
training or volunteering.  

There are three funds 
designated to supporting 
those over the age of 16+ 
residing in the wards of 
Bishop Auckland, Coun-
don, Shildon and Dene 
Valley, West Auckland 
and Woodhouse Close. 

These three funds are:
• Upskilling Fund aimed 

at those in low paid 
jobs to support them in 
acquiring new skills/qual-
ifications, enabling them 
to move up the career 
ladder, change direction 
or gain additional work in 
a new sector. 

This opportunity is 
available where there 
is no mainstream fund-
ing available and where 
opportunities cannot 

be provided through 
employers’ Continuous 
Personal Development 
Fund (CPD).   

• Employability Skills 
Fund aimed at respond-
ing to specific training 
needs where there is 
no mainstream funding 
available. 

• Discretionary Fund 
aimed at removing bar-
riers, for example travel, 
childcare, resources 
that prevent clients from 
accessing training and 
employment.

To date, the project has 
successfully supported 
46 people into employ-
ment, six into accessing 
further training and four 
into volunteering in the 
Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon areas covered by 
the area action partner-
ship. 

For further informa-
tion and to find out how 
to register an interest, 
contact Denise Hopps, 
Project Officer on 01388 
443078 or email denise.
hopps@bacoll.ac.uk.

UNIQUE EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

Summing up his time as 
mayor in the town coun-
cil’s Annual Report, Cllr 
Zair said: “It has been an 
honour and a privilege 
to serve the people of 
Bishop Auckland as the 
11th Town Mayor.

“I feel very lucky that 
during my time in office 
the people of Bishop 

Auckland have been so 
kind in supporting my 
charity in aid of The Great 
North Air Ambulance.

“I am very proud to have 
raised just over £5,000 
for the charity, which is 
a much needed service 
which receives no gov-
ernment funding, so every 
penny counts!”

FORMER BISHOP Auck-
land mayor, Cllr Adam 
Zair, whose terms of 
office came to an end 
last month, has presented 
his chosen charity, Great 
North Air Ambulance 
Service with a cheque for 
over £5,000 as a result of 
fundraising throughout 
his mayoral year.

FORMER MAYOR DELIVERS CHEQUE 
TO AIR AMBULANCE SERVICE 

Former Mayor, Cllr Adam Zair presents a cheque for £5,057 to GNAAS.
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Local leagues, competitions and events...
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BISHOP AUCKLAND
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs

www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk Email: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7LP     Tel: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687

All 
Makes 

of 
Tyres

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help!

GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED 
MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME 

MASTER GARAGE 2013 www.approvedgarage.co.uk 
Member of the motor industry code of Practice

CLUTCHES |  BRAKES  
BATTERIES | EXHAUSTS 

DIAGNOSTICS

Tyres & Tests Ltd

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

Time served tradesman
Over 40 yrs experience
W. HEATHCOTE
Plumbing, Heating & 

Gas servicing & repairs
Call out service

•  Boilers installed, 
repaired and serviced

•  Central heating 
systems

•  Power flushing
•  Bathrooms refurbished

Got a problem?
Give me a call
01325 307052
0759 505 1717

www.wheathcote.com

A COMMEMORATIVE 
bench seat has been 
unveiled at Bishop Auck-
land St Mary’s football 
fields next to the college a 
year on from the passing 
of James Cook, who was 
a popular young player at 
the club. 

The unveiling of the 
bench was attended 
by James’s family and 
friends and will be there 
for years to come for 
people to enjoy watch-
ing many more football 
games for St Marys Jun-
iors.

COMMEMORATIVE BENCH 
UNVEILED FOR JAMES 

FANS OF Bishop Auck-
land St Mary’s U8 Kings 
have spent the week  talk-
ing about a spectacular 
overhead kick in a cup 
final, and it isn’t the same 
one the rest of the world 
is talking about!

Because in the TJFA 
Challenge Cup final, they 
produced one of their 
own. 

With the match at 1-1 
and in the final minute of 

extra time, it looked very 
much like the cup would 
be decided on penalties.

But, step aside, Gareth 
Bale and step forward, 
Oliver Howe whose spec-
tacular overhead kick 
sealed the silverware and 
sent the team, coaches 
and  fans into raptures 
(above).

It was a goal fit to win 
any game and even more 
special to win the cup.

SPECTACULAR LAST MINUTE 
WINNER SEALS CUP WIN

THE WEAR Valley Ama-
teur Swimming Club May 
Level 3 Meet welcomed 
eight new competitive 
swimmers from our club. 

The gala, held on 12th 
and 13th May at Wood-
house Close Leisure 
Centre in Bishop Auck-
land saw the team of 22 
swimmers from Wear 
Valley compete against 
15 other teams including 
Middlesbrough, Newcas-
tle and Sunderland. 

Highlights include a 
total of 34 medals, plenty 
of personal bests (pb) 
and fantastic first swims 
enjoyed by the new com-
petitive swimmers.

The debutants were 
Katie Brooks-Shea, who 
swam in the 50m free and 
50m back and Joseph 
Brown who came 9th in 
his age category for the 
50m breaststroke. 

Ethan Flint swam the 
50m free and 50m butter-
fly for the first time. 

Lauren Flint competed 
in the 50m free, 50m back 
and 50m breaststroke.

Amy Frame swam in the 
50m free and 50m back 
races. 

Lily Mulholland also 
took part in these events 

as did Adam Readman. 
Jessica Swainsby was 

delighted to come 6th in her 
50m breaststroke event. 

Coaches Jo Barber, 
Angela Callan, Susan 
Rodgers, Catriona Grime, 
Megan Baker and Linda 
Rolfe were especially 
delighted with the young-
sters’ first competitive 
swims.

From the junior squad, 
Mason Bartlett won a 
bronze medal in the 100m 
backstroke and Reece 
Cunnachie took 15 sec-
onds off his 200m free pb. 

James Holliday also 
gained a pb in this event 
and a 6th in the 100m 
breaststroke. 

Sophie Liddell won 
bronze medals in both the 
50m and 200m breast-
stroke. 

Lucy Randall was very 
pleased with her bronze 
in the 50m butterfly and 
narrowly missed out on 
medals in the 50m back 
and 50m free. 

Ella Sowerby swam a 
three second pb in her 50m 
fly and Emily Whitton a two 
second pb in the 100m Indi-

vidual Medley (IM).
In the senior squad, 

Neve Mason swam pbs 
in each of her four events, 
gained two regional times 
in these races and won 
three gold medals and 
one silver.

Madison Peveller was 
delighted with her five 
gold, two silver medals 
and a nine second pb in 
the 100m IM. 

Thomas Power won  
gold in the 200m IM and 
two bronze medals. 

Jessica Maughan was 
very pleased with her sil-
ver medals in the 100m 
and 200m IM.  

Joseph Dobson won 
four silver medals and 
one bronze.

Nic Cooper was 
delighted with his silver 
medal in the 100m breast-
stroke. 

Annabel Cooper won 
three gold medals, three 
silver and one bronze.

A spokesperson for the 
club said: “Overall the 
meet proved a huge suc-
cess and we would like to 
say a huge well done to all 
the swimmers.”

MEDALS GALORE FOR SWIMMERS

@BishopPress


