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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

HUMBLES GARAGE
TEL: 01388 778070

MOB: 07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

HARRISON BROWN WINDOWS

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

TEL: 01388 777606

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

Shildon’s young people gathered at Jubilee Fields Community Centre over the Easter 
break to take part in the Big Spring Clean before enjoying some fun events and a disco. 

Youngsters  gather  to  give  
Shildon  a  Big  Spring  Clean

Shildon’s annual ‘Big Spring 
Clean’ & Easter Fun event 
took place at Jubilee Fields 
Community Centre on 
Wednesday 12th April.

A Town Council spokes-
person said: “This event 
was made possible by 
the support provided  
by all the organisations 

involved;  Street Scene at 
Durham County Council, 
who provided the litter 
picking kit, Jubilee Fields 
Community Centre staff, 
Shildon  Alive – A  St John’s 
Church Project staff and 
volunteers, Shildon Ignite  
staff and youth volunteers,  
Health Express and PCP 
staff and finally One Point 
staff team. 
“Thank you also to the Town 
Mayor for her support. 
“We would also like to 
thank the Direct Works 
team from Shildon Town 
Council who were on hand 
to remove all the collected 
rubbish.
“We would like to extend 
our biggest thanks to all the 
children and young people 
who attended the event 
and to  parents and carers 
who brought their children 
along. 
“The  Easter Disco, which 
was provided by Crazy Carl, 
proved especially popular, 
keeping all the children, 
young people, mums and 
dads on the dance floor 
throughout the event.”

Shildon Town Council is set 
to enforce a Public Space 
Protection Order (PSPO) for 
dog control after council-
lors agreed to recommen-
dations of the Town Clerk 
in a report which went 
before the town council 
at its latest meeting on 
Monday 10th April.
The PSPO is set to be 
adopted across County 
Durham after overwhelm-
ing support in a public 
consultation last year.
Over eighty percent of 
participants agreed that 
implementation of the 
Order would help create 
safe and welcoming play 
areas, reduce the number 
of stray dogs, enable au-
thorised officers to request 
dogs are put on leads when 
necessary and tackle dog 
fouling issues.
Consequently, it will be an 
offence under the Order to 
allow a dog to foul without 
picking it up, to allow a 
dog to stray, to fail to put 
a dog on a lead when asked 
to do so by an authorised 
person and to take dogs 
into designated fenced off 

play areas. 
There will be a Fixed 
Penalty Notice of £100 for 
breaching any aspect of 
the PSPO. However, the 
fine is reduced to £60 if 
paid within ten days but 
can increase up to £1,000 
if failure to pay results in a 
prosecution.
The report recommended 
that the town council 
include the play areas in 
Hackworth Park as part of 
the Order, although the 
larger children’s play area 
will need to be fenced off 
to conform to the regula-
tions.  
Members of town council 
staff are set to be trained to 
issue Fixed Penalty Notices 
on behalf of Durham 
County Council within the 
park and on town council 
land, and will carry out 
these duties alongside 
their regular roles.
However, it has also been 
accepted that the town 
council’s direct workforce 
could not realistically cover 
other areas of Shildon, 
which will be covered by 
DCC wardens. 

Council  to  introduce  
dog  control  measures
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Passed Away In Memoriam

Birthdays

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post or hand this form into:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH. 
Please note: All prices include VAT at standard rate of 20%

OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Other (state):
 Memoriam   .....................
Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
Amount x 0.42p, (includes VAT): ..........................
Photograph included? (£7.20) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Total (inc. photo): ..........................................
Name: ........................................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact number: ........................................................................
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Hogg
April 11th, peacefully after 

a long illness borne with 
great courage and dignity, 

with his loving family at 
his side.

Of Shildon, Ken (Flan) aged 
91 years. A very much 

loved Husband to Harriet. 
Loving and highly respected 

Father-in-Law, Granda, 
Great Granda and Great-

Great Granda.

Funeral, Tuesday April 25th. 
Will friends please meet at 
12.30pm for service in St 
John’s Church followed by 
cremation at Wear Valley 

Crematorium.

In Memoriam

John Robert Trotter
Died 29th April 2005

Treasured memories of a 
special man, 

In our hearts you will 
always stay,

Loved and remembered 
every day

Love from all the family

James W Moore
21st April 2016

The time has passed since 
we said goodbye,

No one could fill the void 
you have left behind.

You were a loving, caring 
Husband anyone could find.
God, place flowers in Jim’s 

arms,
Tell him of our love,

He will live in our hearts 
As long as there are stars 

above

Love you always,
Missing you,

Sybil, Colin, Clare, Jonathan 
& Grandchildren Danielle 

& Luke

Kenneth W Nelson
24.04.16

Your life was a blessing
Your memory a treasure,

You are loved beyond 
words

And missed beyond 
measure

Dear Brother

Fred
xxx

Kenneth W Nelson
24.04.16

If tears could build a 
stairway

And memories a lane,
I’d walk right up to Heaven
And bring you home again 

Son

Loved so much,
Mam
xxx

Doreen May Squince
Our dear Mum

Passed away on April 19th 
2016

Loving and kind in all her 
ways,

Upright and just to the end 
of her days,

Sincere and true in her 
heart and mind,

Beautiful memories she left 
behind.

All our love as always,
Christine and Kathleen

xxx

Birthday Memories

Steph Thompson
Happy Birthday Steph,

who would have been 70 
on April 20th

Love, Barry
xxx

Will never be forgotten

James Morris
(Jim)

23rd April
No cards to send

Nor presents to give
Just memories and love

And a bouquet of flowers
Sprinkled with tears

Sadly missed,
Loving Wife Janet and 

family

Dennis Tomlinson
21st April

Remembering a loving 
Husband, Dad and Grandad 

on his Birthday

All our love from Susan, 
Damien & Amy, Vicky & 

Steve, Rebecca, Luca & Liam
xxx

Steph Thompson

Memories of a dear friend 
on her 70th Birthday

From Anne, Linda, 
Loraine, Norma, Pam, Pat 

& Sandra

20th April

Birthday Memories

Zayden Jake Bland

Happy 1st Birthday to our 
gorgeous Grandson.

This last year has been 
amazing. You’re our little 
dude. We love you to the 

moon and back.

Love Nana & Grandad 
Bland
xxxx

Services
RM Fencing & Garden Services 
All outdoor work undertaken. Tel 
Rob on: 07534 365 680

MOVING A THING? From £14. 
Call Phil. Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

Acknowledgements

Mrs Doreen Baynham

Would like to thank all 
family and friends who 

made her 90th Birthday so 
special.

Services

Classifieds
All about local people...
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Classifieds cost 42p per word plus £7.20 for an 
optional photograph (VAT inc). The deadline for 

submissions is noon every Tuesday.
Call: 01388 775896

Email: crier@talk21.com
Or call in upstairs at Shildon Town Council 

Building, Civic Hall Square
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Above: gathering around the brazier at 7.30am and below: the judging of the bonnets.

Reverend  performs  outdoor  
service  on  Easter  morning

Easter started with a blaze 
at Saint John’s Church on 
Sunday morning. 
A small crowd gathered 
at 7.30am as Davina Tom-
linson lit the fire and the 
sound of party poppers 
echoed around the grave-
yard. 
Easter Sunday is one of 
the biggest festivals in 
the Christian year and as 
early risers walked past 
they couldn’t help but 
notice something unusual 
was happening. 
With the service con-
ducted in the open air 
by Revd. David, the con-
gregation shared stories 
about their own ‘narrow 
escapes’ from disaster 
before entering church 
bearing a flame from the 
brazier. 
The church was in 
darkness, people arrived 
for the 9.30am service to 
find no lights on, and only 
a single flame burning in 
the foyer. 
As everyone collected a 
candle the service began 
with the traditional ac-
clamation of ‘He is Risen’ 

and the congregation 
thundered back ‘He is 
risen indeed’. 
The church was gloriously 
decorated by the flower 
team led by Adele Todd 
and as the candles blazed 
and lights came up, the 
full beauty was revealed. 
The rest of the day was 
marked by light and joy, in 
the afternoon around 40 
people descended on the 
vicarage for an Easter Egg 
Hunt and Easter Bonnet 

making competition. 
Lucy Glazier scooped 
first prize while Michaela 
Fitzgerald and Daisy 
Bonas took second and 
third respectively. 
“Our Christian faith is 
about abundant life,” ex-
plained Revd. David. “In 
the resurrection we are 
reminded of this truth, 
of a life rooted in love, 
stronger than death, and 
overcoming even the most 
awful circumstances.”

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

At the eagerly awaited 
Open Meeting of Shildon 
and District Flower Club, 
National Demonstrator 
Coral Gardiner will present 
an evening of flower ar-
ranging entitled Nature’s 
Palette.
“It is an evening not to be 
missed for those who love 

flowers and the delights 
of observing an expert at 
the height of her creative 
powers,” said a spokesper-
son.
The meeting will be held 
at Shildon Civic Hall on 
Monday 8th May at 7.30pm.
Members £5, visitors £8 on 
the door.

Nature’s  palette

More than 5,000 children 
in County Durham have 
received a place at one 
of their chosen primary 
schools for September 
2017.
This year 94.8 per cent of 
applicants were placed in 
their first choice primary 
school, an increase on 
last year’s figure of 93.4 
per cent.
Caroline O’Neill, Durham 
County Council’s Head 
of Education, said: “We 
know that for parents, 
the decision of where 
to send their children to 
primary is a big one and 
so we are delighted to be 
able to offer so many of 
them their first choice 
schools.
“In County Durham we 

have many good primary 
schools, which are ex-
ceeding the national 
averages for educational 
standards and attainment 
meaning the choice of ex-
cellent schools in Durham 
has never been as high.”
Of the 5,380 applica-
tions made, 5,098 pupils 
(94.8 per cent) have been 
offered their first choice 
school, 210 children (3.9 
per cent) their second 
choice, and 24 (0.4 per 
cent) their third choice.
However 48 children (0.9 
per cent) were not able 
to be offered a place at 
one of their three pre-
ferred schools, but have 
been offered a place at 
another school as close 
to their home as possible.

First  choice  primary  
places  rise

Sound Waves Community 
Choir is set to perform a 
concert at Shildon Method-
ist Church next month.
The event will take place 
on Thursday 18th May at 
7.30pm, with tickets costing 

£5 each.
To reserve tickets, call 
01388 773171 or 01388 
775366.
All proceeds will be in aid 
of Shildon Methodist Church 
and the Alzheimer’s Society.

Sound  Waves  
concert

AC’s / DC Diner
One Stop Shop, 

High Street Eldon Lane 
Tel: 07753 643091

Open Mon - Fri 7.30am - 3pm

SUNDAY LUNCH
12 noon - 3pm

Eat in / Take away / Delivery

Under New Management
Annette & Dave welcome customers 

Old and New

The Busy Bees Fundrais-
ing Group will be holding 
a Table Top Sale on Friday 
21st April, from 10am to 
1pm in the Foundation 
Building on Church Street 

(opposite Costa Coffee).
“There will be plenty of 
bargains, so please come 
along for a cuppa and a 
chat,” encouraged an or-
ganiser.

Table  Top  Sale
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Do you need help finding 
a job? Do you need access 
to the internet? Have you 
thought about trying to 
improve your skills?
You can do all of these 
things for free on 

Wednesday mornings at 
the Salvation Army on 
Cross Street, Shildon, 
between 10am and 12 
noon.
For more information call 
01388 777358.

Help  and  support

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

This  week  in  History

Jacques Cartier begins his 
first voyage to what is today 
the east coast of Canada, the 
island of Newfoundland and 
Labrador.

20 April 1534

Brasília, Brazil’s capital, is 
officially inaugurated. At 
09:30, the Three Powers 
of the Republic are si-
multaneously transferred 
from the old capital, Rio 
de Janeiro.

21 April 1960

The German magazine 
Stern claims the “Hitler 
Diaries” had been found 
in wreckage in East 
Germany; the diaries are 
subsequently revealed to 
be forgeries.

22 April 1983

Coca-Cola changes its 
formula and releases New 
Coke. The response is 
overwhelmingly negative, 
and the original formula is 
back on the market in less 
than three months.

23 April 1985

The first regular news-
paper in British Colonial 
America, The Boston 
News-Letter, is published.

24 April 1704

Easter Rising: The United 
Kingdom declares martial 
law in Ireland.

25 April 1916

Shildon Football Club is set 
to celebrate St George’s 
Day with a Fun Day and 
Ale Festival on Sunday 
23rd April, at the football 
ground on Dean Street from 
12 noon.
As well as a Cask and Real 
Ale Festival in the club-
house bar, there will be a 
barbecue, sweet cart, chil-
dren’s fun rides and bouncy 

St  George’s  Day  
Festival  at  Shildon  AFC

castles on the football field 
as well as a table top sale 
and Face painting (avail-
able from 2.15pm.)
Anyone wishing to hire a 
table top, at a cost of £5 
per table, should contact 
Russell on 07538 789464. 
The event will also include 
a raffle of football memo-
rabilia with tickets avail-
able to buy on the day.

As part of a range of fitness initiatives, cyclists will be able to take part in weekly cycle 
rides at Auckland Castle, which will be taking place on Thursdays from 27th April.  

From  couch  to  5k  -  new  
fitness  programme  launched

People looking to improve 
their fitness this summer 
are being encouraged to 
participate in a programme 
of free activities across 
Durham, including in 
Shildon.
In partnership with England 
Athletics and County 
Durham Sport, Durham 
County Council is running 
further Couch to 5K pro-
grammes which begin in 
late April.
Aimed at getting absolute 
beginners into running, 
the plan starts with a mix 
of running and walking to 
gradually build up fitness 
and stamina. 
The course in Shildon will 
start on Tuesday, 25th April 
at Shildon Leisure Centre 
from 6pm.

Another course in the local 
area will begin the day 
before on Monday, 24th 
April at Woodhouse Close 
Leisure Centre in Bishop 
Auckland, also from 6pm.
And for those less keen on 
running, courses are also 
taking place to inspire 
people to get back in the 
saddle. 
Those wanting to enjoy 

the warmer weather can 
take part in a summer 
evening ride at Auckland 
Castle, taking place every 
Thursday from 27th April 
between 6pm and 8pm.
All sessions are available 
for those aged over 16. 
To take part contact 
Victoria Lee on 03000 
260856 or email sportandle-
isure@durham.gov.uk

Check4life
Are you aged 40-74?
Find out your risk of developing heart 
disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes or 
kidney disease with a check4life health 
check. Then get personalised advice to 
reduce the risks.  

Visit your GP or have a check4life health check in a community 
venue such as your local pharmacy or leisure centre where 
you can see the check4life logo, above, or call

0191 569 2860

A free 8 week Circuit 
Fitness class is taking place 
at Jubilee Fields Com-
munity Centre, between 
10am and 11am, starting 
Wednesday 26th April.
“All are welcome and exer-
cises are for all abilities,” 
said a spokesperson.

To book a place contact 
Lauren on 07525 815 173 or 
email lauren.copping@pcp.
uk.net.
For more information on 
the Wellbeing for Life 
service, phone 0800 
8766887 or visit www.well 
beingforlife.net.

Free  circuit  fitness

Looking  to  quit  
smoking?
Are you looking to quit 
smoking? 
If so, there is to be a new 
drop-in service at Jubilee 
Fields Community Centre.
The first session will take 
place on Friday 21st April, 
from 9.15am-10.15am.
A spokesperson com-
mented, “It’s never too 
late to quit smoking. 
With more choices, more 

flexibility and more ways 
to stop, this could be the 
time for you to go smoke 
free.”
Drop-ins are welcome 
from 9.15am or to make 
an appointment call 0800 
772 0565 or 0191 369 
2016. Alternatively, text 
QUIT to 66777 or email 
info@smokefreelifecoun-
tydurham.co.uk.
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Traders, producers, entrepreneurs, makers of things, artisans, bakers, crafts
people, providers of the finest foods, good vibe seekers & market lovers.

CALLING ALL...

Interested in becoming an independent trader at the weekly town
centre markets, then contact:
colin@durhammarkets.co.uk

0191 384 6153
and come and join us

FROM 27TH APRIL
EVERY THURSDAY & SATURDAY

People - come and support your own local market and
its independent traders!

 

ftbishopmarket

The spring toy fair is 
back at Locomotion.
The ever-popular toy 
fair will play host to an 
abundance of stalls and 
traders selling every-
thing from steam trains 
to superheroes.
A spokesperson for the 
museum said, “Come 
down and see for yourself 
why so many people love 

the Locomotion toy fairs.
“Plus, guest locomo-
tives will appear on our 
outdoor events space for 
the Spring Steam Gala.”
The museum has free 
parking and free admis-
sion and the fair will be 
open from 10am till 4pm 
between Saturday 29th 
April and Monday 1st 
May.

Spring  toy  fair  at  
Locomotion

Three free courses will 
be taking place at Shildon 
Foundations on Church 
Street on Tuesday 25th 
April.
Do you need to update your 
English skills or gain a qual-
ification? A free 12 week 
English course will begin on 
this date, from 1pm - 3pm.
For those who are having 
trouble with their laptop 
or tablet and need help 
with how to use it, a 10 
week ‘Time to get Online’ 
course will begin on the 

same day, from 9.30am - 
11.30am, while a 12 week 
Maths course will take 
place between 9.30am 
and 12 noon for those who 
need  to update their Maths 
skills.
For more information, or 
to book a place, call 03000 
266 115 or email alss@
durham.gov.uk.
All courses are run in 
conjunction with Durham 
County Council and the 
European Union Social 
Fund.

Free  adult  learning  
courses

A group of paranormal in-
vestigators have recently 
been exploring the ghostly 
goings-on at The One Stop 
Shop in Eldon Lane.
Spectre Detectors, led by 
Elaine Kelly, aim to capture 
evidence on camera, 
CCTV and other recording 
devices and have recently 
had fascinating results 
from investigations at The 
Merry Monk pub and The 
Hippodrome in Bishop 
Auckland.
The group first investigated 
The One Stop Shop around 
two years ago. Elaine said, 
“The building was once the 
South Durham Hotel public 
house (The Top House), so 
we knew that it would have 
a few stories to tell!
“We had a great night and 
caught a man moaning 
on the camcorder but we 
didn’t really have much 
in the way of recording 
devices. We now have 
lots more equipment for 
recording night vision, so 
decided to return to this 
fabulous building.”
On Saturday 8th April the 
group returned and set up 

night vision CCTV cameras 
around the building.
They also carried hand held 
infrared handycams in the 
hope of capturing evidence 
of the spirit world.
They started their investi-
gation by holding a seance 
in the meeting room, using 
equipment to allow spirits 
to speak directly. 
“As we picked up some 
children playing hide and 
seek under the table, one 
of the group had her ankle 
squeezed,” continued 
Elaine. “We also picked up 
on a miner called Thomas 
who had black lung. 
“After about an hour, 
we made our way to the 
office where we picked 
up the name Charlie (who 
was a bit grumpy) but felt 
that he needed to warn 
us about going down the 
cellar. We also picked up 
that women shouldn’t have 
been upstairs as it was 
for men only. We felt that 
maybe it was where they 
did gambling.  
“In the cellar we were 
hearing taps, seeing lights 
out of the corner of our 

Paranormal  investigators  visit  
One  Stop  Shop

eyes and a fluorescent 
tube seemed to move on 
its own.
“We then made our way 
up to the cafe to join 
groups and we kept seeing 
a shadow figure in the 
kitchen blocking out the 
light. We were getting 
tap responses and Hannah 
picked up a landlord called 
Robert aged 52 who was 
related to one of the group.
“The One Stop Shop is an 
amazing building, with a 
fairly tragic past with links 
to suicides, but the spirits 
did make us welcome and 
were certainly eager to 
chat. It is now used as a 
drop in centre, they have 
meeting rooms, a com-
munity cafe, a gym and 
a laundry room. And the 
spirit world are happy that 
it’s such a big part of the 
community... even if it is in 
a very different way.”
To find out more about the 
Spectre Detectors, visit 
www.spectre-detectors.
co.uk, check out their  
facebook page or watch 
their footage on their 
youtube channel.
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Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

DOUGLAS 
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

Shildon Gardens & 
Allotments Guild

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

Open Sundays only from 8.30am - 11.30am

Good news for Show Veg & Flower growers

We now stock ‘Charge’ all year round. 
Prices range from £1 sachets to £25 buckets. 

We are cheaper than show prices.

NEW

Anastasia gratefully receives the Hot Cross Buns from Val Franklin at Redworth 
House.

One  a  penny,  two  a  penny,  
hot  cross  buns

Staff at Shildon’s Co-op 
Funeral Care held their 
annual Easter Hot Cross 
Bun Run recently, deliv-
ering buns to both Holly 
Lodge and Redworth 
House Care Homes in 

Shildon. 
Stacey and Thomas 
welcomed Coop staff at 
Holly lodge and Anastasia 
received them on behalf of 
Redworth House. 
Staff also collected Easter 

eggs again this year 
and would like to thank 
everyone who donated. 
“They are very much ap-
preciated by the recipi-
ents,” said Val Franklin, 
Admin.

Val presents the tasty treats to Stacey and Thomas at Holly Lodge.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

Jubilee Fields Community 
Centre is now a collection 

point for free dog poo bags. 
Call in on a Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday to 
collect your bags.
Please note that bags are re-
stricted to two per person.
They are also available 
from Shildon Town Council 
Offices.

Free  dog  poo  bags

Shildon Spiritualist Church 
have expressed their ap-
preciation to everyone 
who went along to their 
Easter Fun Day, and also to 
everyone who helped out. 
at the event.
“The day was enjoyed by 
all and we managed to 

raise over £300 for our 
repair fund,” said a spokes-
person.
The next service is being 
held on Monday 24th 
April when members will 
welcome Irene Wilson 
CSNU as guest speaker and 
demonstrator.

Spiritualists  say  
thanks

The next Games Night at 
Shildon Methodist Church 
will take place on Friday 
28th April from 7pm.
Entry is £1 which includes 
refreshments. Children are 
welcome, accompanied by 
an adult.
The following week, on 
Friday 5th May, the church 
will host a Quiz Night from 
7.15pm.

Tickets cost £4.50 and 
include a pie ‘n’ pea 
supper.
For more information, or 
to purchase tickets, call 
01388 773171 or 01388 
775366.
For more information about 
Shildon Methodist Church 
and the activities on offer, 
visit www.shildonmethod-
istchurch.org.

Events  at the  
Methodist  Church

Book your 2017 Garnetts 
Coach Trip through 

The Town Crier,
Call in for a brochure

GARNETTS

Call the Town Crier now 
on 01388 775896

or call in and see us upstairs in 
Shildon Town Council building, 

Civic Hall Square

All commission received goes towards 
the running costs of the paper

Trips in May include Blackpool, Whitby, 
Flamingo Land and Scarborough, as 

well as an Abba weekend and a Soul & 
Motown weekend in Blackpool.
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Aerial view of Shildon Works in the 1970s, confirming the enormity of the complex. 
(Photo courtesy Northern Echo). 

From  Shildon  to  Australia  &  
back

Recent contact with the 
Auckland Railways Group 
has led to the return to the 
region of documentation 
relating to Charles Pilbin, 
who was employed as a 
fitter at Shildon Works for 
a large part of his career.
Charles’ son John, now 
resident in Cairns on Aus-
tralia’s north east coast, 
contacted Michael O’Neill, 
via the group’s Facebook 
page and arranged for 
Charles’ apprentice cer-
tificate and 40 year long 
service award to be sent to 
his sister Sheila, who lives 
in Darlington.
A recent meeting with 
Shiela and further dialogue 
with John has provided 
a fascinating insight into 
Charles’ working life at 
Shildon Works, the town’s 
main employer for over 150 
years.
Charles (always known as 
Charlie) served a five year 
apprenticeship at North 
Road Shops in Darlington, 
starting at the tender age 
of fifteen in 1922. 
Initially he joined the NER, 
which was absorbed under 
the umbrella of LNER in 

January 1923, with the for-
mation of the “Big Four” 
rail companies after the 
First World War.
Charles transferred to 
Shildon from Darlington 
and spent some 25 years 
of his working 
life travelling to 
Shildon from Dar-
lington’s North 
Road Station, 
like many men 
journeying to 
the Works by rail 
from the outlying 
regions.
Charles’ time at 
Shildon was spent 
when the Works 
were very much 
in their ‘pomp, 
as the premier 
wagon builder and 
repairer in the UK, 
continually ex-
panding and mod-
ernising the facili-
ties to meet the 
changing demands 
of the rail freight 
industry. 
By the time 
Charles was to 
retire in 1970, 
the Works had a 

direct workforce of nearly 
2,500 and occupied a site 
of some 43 acres, with a 
workshop area of nearly 12 
acres, and with capacity 
to build a wide variety of 
wagon types and able to 

A.S PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 
& Decorating Services
Call for a free quotation on 

07412630105
No job too small

All works completed to 
the highest standard. We 
will guarantee to beat any 

genuine quote by 10%.

JB BUILDERS
All aspects of building 
work carried out, including 
new builds, extensions, 
house alterations & 
stonework

FREE  ESTIMATES

Tel Joe on 01388 213070
or 07707 979 926

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience

repair up to 10,000 wagons 
per year.
Like many men Charles 
was to spend the War 
years working on reserved 
occupation, as the effec-
tive functioning of the 
railways was vital to the 
success of the war effort.
As to the Shildon Works, 
it became a very different 
place during World War 2, 
with the employment of 
large numbers of women.
This female workforce was 
to prove extremely tough 
and capable and were 
involved in a wide range of 
activities, including many 
heavy manual tasks such 
as working in the Forge or 
Smith’s Shop. 
The Works were also to 
utilise the services of a 
number of Italian prison-
ers of war.
Amazingly, like the Royal 
Ordnance Factory at 
Aycliffe, the Shildon Works 
complex was to escape 
the war without a direct 
hit, although a number of 
bombs were dropped on 
the outlying districts.
As a proud member of the 
Amalgamated Engineering 
Union, Charles was to work 
long hours at the Works, 
on a rota of day and night 
shifts.

Although his working week 
was initially 47 hours, it 
was by no means unusual 
for men to work up to 60 
hours.
Charles’ employer was 
to change from LNER to 
British Rail in 1948, with 
the nationalisation of a 
run-down network after 
a long period of underin-
vestment. 
Just before his retirement, 
in 1970, his employer 
was to change again to 
British Rail Engineering 
Ltd, formed as a subsidi-
ary Company, and it is the 
BREL logo that adorns his 
retirement certificate.
Like many men who worked 
at the Shop, Charles, who 
was a keen photographer, 
witnessed a lot of manage-
ment changes - including 
personally working under 
many different Works 
Managers - but essentially 
dedicated his working life 
to the production of a high 
quality product, vital to 
the functioning of the rail 
network.
It is the intention to put 
Charles’ apprentice-
ship certificate and long 
service award on display in 
the Group’s exhibition at 
the Four Clocks Centre in 
Bishop Auckland.

The interior of the Shildon Works fabrication shop in the 1950s (photo credit NRM).

Your advert could be here

Call Jeff Ridley on
01388 775896 / 0790 999 2731

Or email crier@talk21.com
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Three lucky winners 
scooped an equal share 
of Shildon AFC Support-
ers Club’s £900 lottery 
jackpot last weekend.
The numbers drawn out of 
the bag were: 1, 3, 6, 7, 8 
and 9 with J Hall, S Stone-
house and T Newbold each 
taking home £300. 
The jackpot now reverts 
to £400 with players this 
week required to choose 
the winning 6 number 
combination from 20.

Tickets for the lottery can 
be bought from Rakeesh 
Convenience Store on 
Main Street, Main Street 
News, the One Stop Shop 
on Byerley Road, Elm 
Road Club, the football 
ground on match days 
and the football ground 
social club during opening 
hours, including on Sunday 
evenings prior to the 
draw, during the Sup-
porters’ Club Quiz Night, 
which begins at 8pm.

Three  winners  share  
£900  lottery  jackpot

Old Shildon Homing Soci-
ety’s racing season is back 
underway with the first 
race having taken place on 
Saturday 8th April, when 
the birds were released in 
Wakefield, for a 67-mile 
sprint back home.
The birds were liberated at 
9am and first bird, belong-
ing to Gray Bros, arrived 
back in Shildon at  10.15am.
Second home was T&J 
Brown with Gray Bros  also 
filling the next two places.

Fifth was W Stott & Son and 
sixth was Smith, Alderson & 
Spark. 
The second race of the 
season, on Saturday 15th 
April, saw the birds liber-
ated at Thoresby Hall, 100 
miles from home, at 9am.
The first three home all be-
longing to T&J Brown.
Smith, Alderson & Spark 
returned in fourth and 
sixth positions, while sand-
wiched between was T&J 
Brown who also took fifth.

Racing pigeons  back 
in  the  air

Lewis Wing (10) unleashes a thunderous volley to score Shildon’s fourth goal in a nine-
goal thriller against Consett at Dean Street. Photo: Martyn Tweddle   

Dean  Street  enjoys  nine-goal  
thriller  as  Shildon  beat  Consett

Shildon AFC played their 
penultimate home game of 
the season against Consett 
on Saturday 15th April and 
in an entertaining and high 
scoring match, they ran out 
worthy 6-3 winners.
Kicking with a strong wind 
behind them in the opening 
period, Shildon took the 
lead on 17 minutes when 
Jordan Lavery fouled Billy 
Greulich-Smith in the box 
and Shildon left-back, 
Matty Robson, who has 
become the side’s regular 
penalty taker in recent 
months, scored from the 
spot kick.
Just before the break the 
Railwaymen doubled their 
lead when free kick spe-
cialist Lewis Wing fired a 
trademark dead ball past 
keeper Ross Coombe from 
25 yards.
With the second half just 
two minutes old, it was 
Consett’s turn to take 
advantage of the wind 
and the deficit was halved 
when  Jordan Lavery’s free 
kick from way out beat 
Shildon’s giant stopper, 
Nick Liversedge. 
But immediately from the 
restart, Shildon when down 
the other end and Sam 
Hodgson scored the goal 

of the game, thundering an 
unstoppable shot into the 
top corner from 25 yards.
With just ten minutes 
remaining it looked like 
Shildon had secured the 
points, but remarkably, 
less than half the game’s 
goals had yet been scored. 
A cross from the left found 
Consett’s Daniel Craggs, 
and his powerful header 
brought the visitors back 
into the game for a second 
time. 
But the pattern was also 
repeated by the home 
side, who promptly headed 
down the other end and 
restored their two-goal 
advantage within a minute 
through Lewis Wing, who 
turned and fired in a great 
volley from close range.
Four minutes later, Adam 

Burnicle added a fifth for  
Shildon to surely put the 
game out of sight with just 
fine minutes remaining.
But back came Consett to 
reduce the deficit once 
more when a cross from 
Jordan Nellis found Lewis 
Teasdale for an easy tap in.
Fans would have been 
forgiven for thinking they 
were trapped in some 
kind of Groundhog Day-
style loop when, just a 
minute later, Micky Rae ran 
through and fired into the 
bottom corner to restore 
Shildon’s three-goal lead. 
Remarkably, five goals 
had been scored in just 
eight minutes. Even more 
remarkably, every time 
Consett scored, Shildon 
retaliated and scored just 
a minute later.

Need to check council 
decisions, boundaries and 

rights of way, or obtain copies 
of baptisms or marriage in  

church certificates?
Want to trace your family 

history or find out what life was 
like in your home town?

Then contact Durham County 
Council’s Archives Service on:

03000 267 619
record.office@durham.gov.uk  

www.durhamrecordoffice.org.uk

Do you have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is delivered 
to around 
6,000 homes
every week
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier


