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Shildon Chamber of Trade 
is currently looking into 
the exciting prospect of 
bringing a regular market 
back to the town.  
According to the group, 
Durham County Council 
licensing services see 
no problem with issuing 
a market licence as the 
Chamber of Trade already 
organise Shildon’s annual 
Christmas Market and can 
therefore supply all the 
desired requirements.
The market, should it be 
provided, would provision-
ally be held once a month, 

ideally on a Friday as this 
was traditionally Shildon’s 
Market Day. 
This would be reviewed 
every six months with an 
opportunity to increase 
its frequency if the people 
and businesses of the town 
feel it beneficial.
Spokesperson for the 
Chamber of Trade , Chris 
Bowman said, “Aware 
of a recent petition and 
people’s nostalgia, we 
decided to act and hope it 
will be a positive step and 
increase footfall within our 
town.”

Possible  return  of  
Shildon  market

The youngsters had endless fun creating bumble-bee and ladybird insect hotels.

Half-term  Holiday  Fun  at 
Greenfield  Arts

Greenfield Arts had three 
fabulous sessions during 
the half-term break which 
saw families getting 
together to get creative 
and have fun. 
A spokesperson com-
mented, “The first session 
was held at Foundations 

Building, Shildon, it had 
a real buzz about it as 
our brilliant tutor Dawn 
Belshaw got everyone busy 
making bumble-bee and 
ladybird insect hotels.
“The young people really 
enjoyed bringing recycled 
materials to life and the 

results were fabulous with 
each child taking home 
their very own work to 
brighten up the garden.”
Gallery Encounters was the 
next fun activity at Green-
field Arts. The session was 
led by talented tutor Jilly 
Johnston who introduced 
the children and families to 
the art of mono-printing. 
The youngsters had the 
chance to visit the gallery 
and take inspiration from 
the work of professional 
artist, Stephen Wiper.  
The final session brought in 
an element of design. Led 
by artist and illustrator 
Sharron Bates, the young 
people got the chance 
to show off their talents 
by helping to create a 
fabulous display for the 
Foyer at Greenfield Com-
munity College. 
Families worked with 
Sharron to bring beauty 
and inspiration to their 
very own installation, 
creating stunning birds 
coupled with inspirational 
text.
If you would like to know 
a bit more about the ac-
tivities at Greenfield Arts, 
visit www.greenfield-arts.
co.uk or call 01325 379 
048.

DROP’N’SHOP
Why not MOT your car 

while you spend the day
shopping at Tindale 

Retail Park?

Mots 
Servicing 

Tyres 
Welding 
Van Hire 
Recovery

- Car and Van 
MOT Testing

Classes 4, 5 & 7
- Car 

maintenance 
and Repairs

PICK UP AND 
DELIVERY ON 

REQUEST
Unit 10, Abraham Enterprise Park, St Helen Auckland, 

Bishop Auckland, County Durham DL14 9TT
 01388 605080

We are open: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm, 
Sat 7.00am - 12.00pm

MP  surgery
Bishop Auckland MP Helen 
Goodman is to host a 
constituency surgery in 
Shildon on Friday 10th 
March.
The session will take place 
at 5pm at Jubilee Fields 
Community Centre on 
Jubilee Road.

No appointment is neces-
sary and residents are 
encouraged to attend if 
they have any issues they 
would like to raise with 
their local parliamentary 
representative.
For more information call 
01388 603075.
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Passed Away Births

Classifieds
All about local people...

Neil Edgeley
Died 22nd February in 

hospital, aged 70
Loving Husband to Joan, 

Step-Dad to Chris and the 
late Peter, devoted Granda 

to Becky, much-loved 
Brother-in-Law, Uncle, 

Nephew, Cousin and Friend.
Shildon AFC kit man and 
keen supporter of both 

Shildon & Stoke City.

Family and friends please 
meet at Wear Valley Crem, 

Coundon, Friday 10th 
March, 10am. No flowers 
on request. Donations to 

James Cook Hospital.

In Memoriam

Elizabeth Robinson
6th March 2007

If roses grow in Heaven 
Lord

Please pick a bunch for us,
Place them in our Mother’s 

arms
And tell her they’re from 

us.
Tell her we love and miss 

her
And when she turns to 

smile,
Place a kiss upon her cheek

And hold it for a while.
Because remembering her 

is easy 
We do it every day,

But there’s an ache within 
our heart

That will never go away.

Love you Mam,
Kay & Emma

xxxx

Stephen Maddison 
Ellwood

Remembering our dear Dad 
& Granda who died 2nd 

March 1998

Time can change many 
things

But not the memory this 
day brings,

Special are the memories 
silently kept,

Of a one loved dearly and 
we will never forget

Forever loved and always 
missed, from all your loving 

family
xxx

In Memoriam

John Clarkson
26.2.2012

Always loved and in our 
hearts

Doreen and family
xxx

Doreen Weir
Died 2nd March 2016

Mam, you are so deeply 
missed and you will never 

be forgotten

Always in our hearts, 
All our love,
Jean & Mel

Birthdays

Kyle Thompson
Saturday 4th March

Happy 30th Birthday Kyle

All our love,
Jane & Leo

xxx

30!

Births

Thompson / Tweddle
8th February 2017, 7lb 15oz

Lee and Emma are proud to 
announce the birth of their 

gorgeous Daughter

Perfect little Sister 
for Sophie & Charlie

xxx

Josie Charlotte

Thompson / Tweddle
Thank you Emma and Lee 
for our darling precious 

little Grandaughter

Love you all,
Mam & Dad

xxx

Josie Charlotte

Josie Charlotte 
Thompson

We would like to welcome 
our beautiful Grandaughter 

into the world, so loved!

Nanna & Granda
xxx

Josie Charlotte 
Thompson

Congratulations on the 
birth of our adorable Great 

Grandaughter

Love, Nana June, Granda 
Billy, Nana Ruth, Nana 

Anne, Granda John & Gran 
Cowan

xxx

Acknowledgements

George Pearson
The family of the late 

George Pearson wish to 
express their sincere thanks 

to all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the 
kindness, sympathy and 

numerous offers of support 
shown to them during 

their recent bereavement. 
Also for the cards, flowers 
and donations which are 
to go to Bishop Auckland 
Hospice. Special thanks 

also to all Doctors, Nurses 
& staff of Holly Lodge 

Home involved in his care, 
especially over the last 18 
months. Also to Reverend 

David Tomlinson and 
Gibson’s Funeral Service 
for a professional service 

delivered with warmth and 
compassion. It was a fitting 

end for Dad, thank you.

Tony, Alan 
& Richard Pearson

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

Services

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post or hand this form into:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH. 
Please note: All prices include VAT at standard rate of 20%

OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Other (state):
 Memoriam   .....................
Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
Amount x 0.42p, (includes VAT): ..........................
Photograph included? (£7.20) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Total (inc. photo): ..........................................
Name: ........................................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact number: ........................................................................

               
  Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

DOUGLAS 
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

HUMBLES GARAGE
TEL: 01388 778070

MOB: 07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Providing a caring personal service available 
24 hours a day,  7 days a week.

Shildon Funeralcare
Elm Cottage, 85 Church Street, DL4 1DT 
01388 774 853
www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

Funeralcare

Pre-paid Funeral Plans - Memorial Masonry - Floral Tributes
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The girls performed tests to discover how much weight chocolate bars can hold before 
collapsing.

Rainbows  &  Brownies  become  
official  ‘chocolate  testers’

4h Shildon St John’s 
Rainbows and Brownies 
enjoyed an evening of 
chocolate welding as part 
of their Science Badge, a 
badge the group has never 
before worked towards.
The girls were amazed 
that four Milky Bars could 

hold over a 10,000kg 
weight before crashing 
into pieces.  
A spokesperson for the 
group said, “One of the 
best parts of the night was 
that we had lots of broken 
Milky Bars,  guess what we 
did with them? 

“Look at the fun the girls 
are having, would your 
daughter be interested in 
Rainbows or Brownies? 
“Pop along and see us, 
we’re meet on a Friday 
night at 4.45pm for 
Rainbows and 6.15pm for 
Brownies.  

“Do something funny 
for  money” is this year’s 
slogan for Comic Relief, 
and on Friday 10th March 
at 7.30pm in the Civic Hall, 
there will be a Red Nose 
Day Charity Show in aid 
of this fantastic charity. 
There are raffle prizes to 
be won too. Organisers 

have told the Crier that the 
evening will be full of music 
and laughter and would like 
all who come along to the 
evening to wear their own 
red noses or even dress up 
funny. 
Tickets, priced £3.50 each, 
and can be purchased on 
the door.

Red  noses  for  Comic  
Relief

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

This  week  in  History

Napoleon returns to 
France from his banish-
ment on Elba, start of the 
Hundred Days.

1 March 1815

Compact discs and players 
are released for the first 
time in the United States 
and other markets. They 
had previously been avail-
able only in Japan.

2 March 1983

Kaiser Wilhelm II of 
Germany becomes the first 
person to make a sound 
recording of a political 
document, using Thomas 
Edison’s phonograph 
cylinder.

3 March 1904

The longest bridge in 
Great Britain, the Forth 
Bridge in Scotland, meas-
uring 1,710 feet (520 m) 
long, is opened by the 
Prince of Wales, later King 
Edward VII.

4 March 1890

Winston Churchill coins 
the phrase “Iron Curtain” 
in his speech at Westmin-
ster College, Missouri.

5 March 1946

The Siege of Château 
Gaillard ends in a French 
victory over King John of 
England, who loses control 
of Normandy to King Philip 
II Augustus.

6 March 1204

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

The next ‘Souper Friendly 
Kitchen’ event at Shildon 
Methodist Church Com-
munity Hall will be held on 
Tuesday 7th March.
“Why not come along and 
join us at 12 noon for a 
warming bowl of soup plus 
a roll and tea & biscuits, 

all for just £1?” asked a 
spokesperson.
“Afterwards, you are 
welcome to stay and 
chat or enjoy a game of 
dominoes or Scrabble, we 
would love to see you.
“A warm welcome will be 
extended to everyone.”

Souper  friendly  
kitchen

Shildon’s Salvation Army 
on Cross Street is holding a 
Coffee Morning on Saturday 
11th March, from 10am to 

12 noon.
There will be various stalls 
and admission is free. All 
are welcome to attend.

Coffee  morning

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

LIVE BANDS
Sat 4th Mar ANDREW KING 

(Elvis Tribute)
Sun 5th THREE ODD SHOES

Sat 11th LIVE BAND
Sun 12th FAB

Sat 18th LIVE BAND
Sun 19th FROSTIE
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Mr and Mrs Smith with their bridal party on their big day. 

Shildon  couple  tie  the  knot  
against  the  odds

At 11am on Friday 24th 
February, the first wedding 
of 2017 took place at 
Saint John’s Church, it 
was a truly joyful event 
with laughter and smiles 
in abundance. The young 
bride, now Mrs Victoria 
Smith has lived through 
a challenging few years 
battling with cancer first 
diagnosed in 2015. The 
couple have been together 
since their school days 
and have twin boys Brodie 

and Jayden who were the 
ring bearers during the 
ceremony. 
The groom, Brendon Smith, 
had his younger brother 
Cain at his side as best 
man, whilst the Bride’s 
father Michael walked his 
daughter proudly down 
aisle. 
The bridesmaids and maid 
of honour looked stunning 
in beautifully coordinated 
dresses. 
Victoria and Brendan spoke 

of how grateful they were 
to everyone for helping 
make their day so special. 
Revd. David, conducting 
the ceremony, spoke of 
how love is the strongest 
thing in the world, always 
triumphing in the end, and 
that Brendan and Victoria’s 
love was worthy of a roof 
lifting celebration. 
The couple, family 
and friends went on to 
Woodham Golf Club for 
their reception.

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

99 Albert Street, Shildon, DL4 2DN

New Tyres - Various Brands
Very competitive prices
All fitted while you wait
We are stockists of Landsail Tyres

Tel: 01388 777689

Advertise in 

The Shildon & District

Town Crier
Contact Jeff Ridley on

(01388) 775896, 
0790 999 2731 or

email: crier@talk21.com

Busy  bees  hold  
Valentine raffle
The Busy Bees Fundrais-
ing group recently held a 
Valentine Raffle and the 
winners have now been an-
nounced.
• 1st Prize: Hamper, 

211-215, Rebecca Boddy;
• 2nd Prize: Hendrick’s Gin, 

51-55 Lily Best;
• 3rd Prize; Designer 

Handbag, 656-660, 
unknown;

• 4th Prize: Tia Maria, 
481-485, Tel: 774749;

• 5th Prize: Cuddly Teddy 
/ Charlie Red, 391 - 395, 
Tel: 777767;

• 6th Prize: Gold Bag / 
Royal Jelly, 431-435, Tel: 
773788;

• 7th Prize: Toiletry Set, 
21-25, Sheila Bird;

• 9th Prize: Love Forever 
Bracelet, 376-380, Tel: 
778692;

• 10th Prize; Wine & Chocs, 

46-50, K Cook;
• 11th Prize: Bottle of Red 

Wine, 251-255, Lenny 
Cockfield;

• 12th Prize: Toiletries / 
Manicure Set, 381-385, 
Tel: 773801;

• 13th Prize: Chic Eau de 
Toilette, 590 - 600, Tel: 
773026,

• 14th Prize: Designer 
Umbrella, 16-20, A Ni-
cholson.

If you are a winner and 
have yet to claim your 
prize, contact Marion on 
774519.
Marion commented, 
“Thank you for your 
support, the amount raised 
was £390.
“We are looking for 
clothes, handbags, jewel-
lery or unwanted items. If 
you would like to donate, 
please get in touch.”

A planning application has 
been submitted to Durham 
County Council regard-
ing the site of the former 
Close House / Dene Valley 
Primary School.
The application, which has 
been submitted by Raebro 
Developments, proposes 
the erection of a new care 
facility comprising ten 
2-bed apartments with as-
sociated amenities. 
Some residents in the 
locality are concerned that 
not enough effort has been 
made to inform household-
ers nearby and that the 
plans involve building on a 
green field site, which has 
historical and ecological 
importance.
A resident commented, 
“We feel it only right that 

the local people of Gurney 
Valley and Close House 
should have this informa-
tion of a planning applica-
tion and have the right of 
choice to express their 
favour or objection.”
To view the full planning 
details visit http://publi-
caccess.durham.gov.uk/
online-applications, click 
‘current’ in the status 

Planning  application  submitted  
for  former  school  site

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

box and type ‘Dene Valley 
School’ in the search box.
Any objections should be 
submitted to planning@
durham.gov.uk or by post 
to Planning Development 
(south west), Room 4/86-
102, County Hall, Durham, 
DH1 5UL by Monday 6th 
March. Communications 
should include the refer-
ence DM/16/04083/FPA.
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The C.A.T.S. Youth Theatre 
Group are well into their 
final rehearsals of their 
next production, Mary 
Poppins the musical at the 
Civic Hall this month.
A spokesperson said, “The 
young people will be per-
forming their musical ad-
aptation of PL Travers’ well 
known magical nanny, on 
Thursday 16th, Friday 17th 
and Saturday 18th March 
at 7.30pm, with a final 
matinee performance on 
Sunday 19th March at 2pm.
“Their production is a com-
bination of the book, the 
film and the West End pro-
duction. But don’t worry 
none of the well known 
songs have been deleted. 

Oh no. A Spoonful of Sugar, 
Jolly Holiday, Supercalifra-
gilisticexpialidocious, Chim 
Chim Cheree and Let’s Go 
Fly A Kite are all there 
along with two new songs 
from the London musical 
too. 
“This colourful show is 
a must to see  for all the 
family, no matter what 
your age. I would say it is 
better to book your seats 
in advance to avoid disap-
pointment.”
Tickets, priced at £5.50  
for adults and £3.50 for 
children (under 16s) can 
be pre-booked by calling 
01388 774838 or 01388 
772959 between 8.30am 
and 4.30pm.

Mary  Popps  in  at  
the  Civic  Hall

Ethan Latcham surrounded by his family on his special day. 

Baby  Ethan  welcomed  into  the  
Salvation   Army

Major Linda Watson 
welcome 1 year-old Ethan 
Latcham for his service of 
dedication on Sunday 26th 
February.
His parents, Nikita 
Aldworth, a care worker, 

and David Latcham, A 
chef, welcomed him 
into the world on 24th 
February 2016.
The couple, who live in 
Russell Street, Bishop 
Auckland, chose three 

Godparents for their little 
boy; Amy Latcham, Claire 
Camp and Laura Lan-
gridge.
The family celebrated af-
terwards with a party at 
Cockton Hill Club.

Telephone:
01434 609794

Mobile
07950421704

www.themedalcentre.co.uk

THE MEDAL CENTRE
Coin & Medal Valuation Days
IMMEDIATE ON THE SPOT OFFERS

EACH EVENT RUNS BETWEEN 9.30AM & 4.30PM
Please come along to see our expert for a genuine no obligation cash offer.

If you cannot attend on the day please telephone us to make an appointment for us to call and see you at your convenience.
FEEL FREE TO VISIT OUR RETAIL SHOP AT 10b HENCOTES, HEXHAM. WE ARE OPEN 9AM TO 5PM EVERY DAY

EXCEPT THURSDAY & SUNDAY BUT IT IS ALWAYS BEST TO TELEPHONE FIRST BEFORE MAKING YOUR JOURNEY AS
WE MAY BE AT ANOTHER EVENT OR MAKING A HOME VISIT

WE CAN ALSO VALUE MOST SMALL ANTIQUES AND COLLECTORS ITEMS AND WE CAN ALWAYS OFFER YOU THE
OPTION OF HAVING YOUR ITEMS ENTERED IN OUR NEXT AUCTION IN CONJUNCTION

WITH A CUMBRIAN AUCTION HOUSE

on all types of Medals & Military Items
As well as the following types of small collectables Coins, Banknotes, Postcards, Uniforms, Pre-1947 Silver Coins, Sovereigns,

Krugerrands, Swords & Daggers, Masonic & R.A.O.B. medals & Jewels, All Gold Coins, Gold Watches & Chains, Pocket Watches,
Scrap Gold in any amount including Jewellery.

We will pay up to £1000 per troy oz for hallmarked fine gold.

Military Badges

Pocket Watches And Chains

War Medals

Campaign and Gallantry Medals

Gold Coins Gold Coins Scrap Gold Bravery Medals

Pre 1947 Silver Coins

All Small Collectors Items

Head Dress Badges

MONDAY MARCH 6TH
LANCHESTER

COMMUNITY CENTRE
(THE DINNING ROOM)

NEWBIGGIN LANE
LANCHESTER

COUNTY DURHAM
DH7-0NT

THURSDAY MARCH 9TH

ST. AUGUSTINES PARISH

CENTRE

LARCHFIELD STREET

DARLINGTON

COUNTY DURHAM

DL3-7TG

WEDNESDAY MARCH 8TH
CHESTER-LE-STREET
METHODIST CHURCH

(CORNERSTONES
COMMUNITY CENTRE)
THE MARKET PLACE

NORTH BURNS
CHESTER-LE-STREET
COUNTY DURHAM

DH3-3TF

SATURDAY MARCH 11TH
THE DEANBANK &

FERYHILL LITERARY
INSTITUTE

ST. CUTHBERTS TERRACE
FERRYHILL

COUNTY DURHAM
DL17-8PP

TUESDAY MARCH 7TH
THE VANE TEMPEST HALL

(GILLESGATE
COMMUNITY CENTRE)

MAYNARDS ROW
GILLESGATE

DURHAM
DH1-1QF

FRIDAY MARCH 10TH
AYCLIFFE VILLAGE HALL
9-12 NORTH TERRACE

AYCLIFFE VILLAGE

NEWTON AYCLIFFE

COUNTY DURHAM
DL5-6LF

This coming Monday, March 
6th, sees the first of Shildon 
Spiritualist Church’s new 
Monday services. 
The service will start at 
7pm with Andrew Walker 
as guest speaker and 
medium. 

On Wednesday 1st March 
the church held an Experi-
mental Evening when they 
used psychometry. 
“All ages and religions are 
most welcome to any of 
our services or events,” 
said a spokesperson.

First  Monday  service
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Activity Co-ordinator Steph Waites donned a Snow White outfit for the occasion, 
pictured with a resident of Holly Lodge. 

Holly  Lodge  residents  
celebrate  a  day  of  Fairy  Tales

To celebrate National Fairy 
Tale Day at Holly Lodge, 
Steph Waites, Activity Co-
ordinator, organised a Mad 

Hatter themed tea party 
for all of the residents on 
Sunday 26th February.
A spokesperson for the care 

home said, “The residents 
enjoyed the tea party and 
Steph even dressed up for 
the occasion.”  

Zero  tolerance  from  police  on  
lookout  for  texting  drivers
Police warn of ‘a zero 
tolerance approach’ when 
it comes to new mobile 
phone laws. Cleveland 
and Durham’s Specialist 
Operations Unit will be 
taking part in a nation-
ally co-ordinated week-
long operation to enforce 
new penalties for using 
a mobile phone while 
driving.
The enforcement 
campaign runs from 
Wednesday March 1st until 
Tuesday March 7th.
The campaign, which is 
co-ordinated by the NPCC 
(National Police Chief’s 
Council), and is supported 
by THINK! Road Safety 
will see targeted opera-
tions, as well as awareness 
raising of the new penal-
ties for this offence which 
have come into force in 
recent days. 
Drivers caught using 
their mobiles will now be 
subject to a £200 fine and 
six points on their licence. 
The new legislation could 
have a huge effect on new 
drivers in their probation-
ary period. The probation-
ary period for someone 

who has just passed their 
driving test is two years. 
In this time if a new driver 
receives six points their 
licence will be revoked.
This is the second week 
of action this year. During 
a week long campaign, 
which began on Monday 
23rd January, a total of 
133 motorists were ap-
prehended for using their 
mobile phones whilst 
driving; 61 of those in 
Cleveland and 72 in County 
Durham and Darlington.
It is hoped the new legis-
lation will deter drivers 
from using any kind of 
electronic device at the 
wheel which will distract 
them from driving. 
Research has found that 
being distracted by a 
phone while driving, re-
gardless of whether it is 
being used to make calls, 
messages or going online 
can make a driver up to 
25 times more likely to be 
involved in a collision. 
Inspector Harry Simpson 
from the CDSOU, said any 
drivers taking the risk of 
using a phone, or being 
otherwise seriously dis-

tracted while at the wheel 
could expect no second 
chances.
“We will have a number of 
officers dedicated to this 
campaign across the week, 
using unmarked as well as 
marked police cars. Over 
the years there have been 
plenty of educational 
campaigns so no-one can 
claim to be unaware this 
is against the law and 
also incredibly dangerous. 
Despite this education 
and media interest over 
130 people were caught 
using their mobile phones 
last month in a week long 
campaign.”
“There are clearly some 
people who feel the law 
doesn’t apply to them. But 
over the next week they 
will discover our officers 
are making this offence a 
priority and that we have a 
zero-tolerance approach.
“It is one of the most 
common complaints we 
receive. To remove the 
temptation to check your 
phone whilst driving turn 
it on silent and put it in 
the glovebox. Out of sight 
and out of mind.”

Shildon Gardens & 
Allotments Guild

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

Open Sundays only from 8.30am - 11.30am

 70lt Mother Earth  
 Multi-purpose compost 3 for £13
 Perlite / Vermiculite From £3 each
 John Innes Compost  
 No 1 From £3 each
 Grow Organic £7.15 
 Paraffin 4lt bottle £4
 50 ltr Leek & Onion Compost £6
 15 ltr Chicken Manure Pellets £6.50
 Canes from 1 foot to 8 feet
 All in store now:
 Bailed Peat | Fish Blood & Bone 
 Trench Fertiliser |  Basamid |   
 Calcified Seaweed plus many more

Potato Sets & Onion Sets 
now available

Please shop early!

A pedestrian was left with 
a broken leg after he was 
struck by a car in Shildon 
on Friday afternoon, 24th 
February.
The collision happened at 
1.45pm outside Premier 
Stores on Main Street in 
Shildon.
The 34 year-old victim had 
stepped out from in front of 
a parked vehicle when he 
was hit by the BMW series 
1 which was travelling west 

with Premier Stores on its 
nearside.
The victim, who lives in 
Shildon was left with a 
broken left leg and bruised 
ribs, but fortunately 
nothing more serious. The 
driver of the car, a man in 
his forties from Eastgate, 
was unhurt.
Any witnesses are asked to 
contact the Cleveland and 
Durham collision investiga-
tion unit on 0191 375 2159.

Man  struck  by  car  
suffers  broken  leg

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882
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The ‘bride and groom’ are showered with confetti during the filming of the wedding 
scene.

Not  all  is  as  it  seems  at  
Shildon  ‘wedding’

Shildon residents may have 
been surprised at seeing 
a bride, a groom, and 
cheering guests outside of 
Saint John’s front door at 
8.30am on Friday morning, 
24th February. 
It was after all a little 
early for a wedding, and 
then with some of the 
guests litter picking the 
graveyard the mystery 
deepened.
What was really happening 
wasn’t a wedding at all but 

a scene from a film, part 
of which is being shot in 
Shildon. 
Called ‘Subsiding Happi-
ness’ the film, starring 
Lee Ashley Preston, is 
themed around the impact 
of family trauma on teen 
mental health. 
Due to be released in May 
2018 the issues it deals 
with are poignant with the 
script bringing to as wide 
an audience as possible 
the struggles faced by 

many young people in 
today’s world. 
Revd. David commented, 
“Having the opportunity to 
put one of Shildon’s land-
marks on the big screen 
around an issue we care 
about deeply was too good 
too miss. 
“The wedding scene 
is actually the ‘happy 
ending’ of the film, so it 
is even better that we in 
Shildon are associated 
with good things!”

A resident of Auckland Park 
was left bewildered when, 
after losing her wheelie 
bin, found CCTV footage of 
a bin man throwing it into 
the back of the lorry and 
driving off.
Laura Jaques, of William 
Street, was then told by 
Durham County Council that 
she would have to pay for a 
replacement herself.
Incensed by the incident, 
which occurred on Wednes-
day 22nd February, Laura 
posted the footage onto 
Facebook, which led to six 
more residents in the area 
coming forward to say their 
bins had also gone missing.
The 36 year old had previ-
ously received a letter, 
as did other residents, 
stating that households 
were only entitled to one 
rubbish bin and that they 
would take any extra bins 
away. However this was Mrs 
Jaques’ only bin.
She said, “It is absolutely 

ridiculous. The council is 
always banging on about re-
cycling, but those bins will 
just go to landfill.
“They say that any extra 
bins collected would have 
been taken away separately 
and not by the bin men, but 
I have proof of what has 

Outrage  as  bin  men  ‘throw  
away’  residents’  bins

The security footage clearly shows the bin man throwing 
the entire bin into the wagon.

happened to my bin.”
A spokesperson for DCC said, 
“We were most concerned 
to receive this film footage, 
which we are looking into 
as a matter of urgency as, 
clearly, wheelie bins should 
not be thrown into the back 
of refuse vehicles.”

Heating & 
Plumbing Services

Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing

Repairs 
Upgrades

All Plumbing & Gas Work
Free Quotes

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998
Ferryhill Based

A plea has been issued 
to all dog walkers, asking 
them to keep dogs on 
leads in the countryside 
in order to cut down the 
number of sheep attacks. 
According to research by 
SheepWatch UK around 
15,000 sheep were killed 
by loose dogs in 2016 - ten 
times more than previ-
ously thought. 
This increase is a worrying 
statistic that impacts on 
farmers’ livelihoods and 
could easily be prevented 
if dog walkers exercised 
more care. 
At this time of year ewes 
are heavily pregnant 
which raises additional 
concerns of pregnancy 

termination due to aggra-
vation by dogs and attacks 
on vulnerable lambs. 
In the past letting dogs off 
leads has proved fatal to 
sheep, lambs and other 
animals being farmed but 
it has also led to 49 dogs 
being destroyed last year, 
due to the vicious nature 
of the attacks. 
As a result, County 
Durham Local Access 
Forum is asking dog 
owners to keep their 
animals on leads when 
enjoying the network of 
paths provided for their 
enjoyment.

15,000  sheep  killed 
by  dogs  last  year

Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Contact us to arrange 
an appointment on 

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

V.B.M joinery & roofing

All aspects of 
joinery & roofing 

undertaken, including 
internal and external 

joinery.
Pitched and flat roofs, 

tiling, slates and repairs.
Fascia, soffits & guttering.

Tel David: 07824 702514

DR PLASTERING
All Plastering Work 

Undertaken
Re-skims, Patch Work, 

Artex Covering, 
Board and Dot & Dab 

Damp Proofing
Free Estimates

o7956 754 814

Old  Shildon  WMC
Saturday March 18th

One Night Only
ELVIS & BUDDY HOLLY
Tickets £6 (Limited number available)

01388 772173
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

After a hard season, the 
Three Tuns AFC have 
secured promotion from 
the Wear Valley Sunday 
League 3rd Division, fin-
ishing runners up in the 
league to Tindale  WMC.
The club is also in the 
Division Three League Cup 
final against Darlington 
RA on a date yet to be 

arranged. With both sides 
having beaten each other 
in their league encounters, 
it bodes well for a tense 
and entertaining cup final.
Manager Stephen Jones and 
his assistant, Stu Veneers 
said they were both very 
proud of the whole squad 
for the very good season 
they have had.

Three  Tuns  clinch  
promotion

Adam Burnice (centre) looks on as his shot beats Ryhope CW’s keeper to notch his first 
goal since signing for Shildon. Photo: Tom Clegg. 

League  title  defence  all  but  over  for  the  
Railwaymen
Northern League champi-
ons, Shildon AFC, have all 
but relinquished their hold 
on the Division One trophy 
after picking up just two 
points from their last three 
games, including a defeat 
at second placed South 
Shields last Saturday and a 
draw against fourth place 
Morpeth Town the previous 
midweek.
An entertaining, albeit 
ultimately disappointing,  
eight goal drawn match 
against 14th placed Ryhope 
CW on Tuesday 28th 
February cemented the 
fate of the Railwaymen, 
who will now struggle to 
hang onto their third place 
in the league table come 
the final reckoning.
On Wednesday, February 
22nd, Morpeth arrived 
at Dean Street with the 
home side knowing that 
maximum points were 
needed against their fourth 
place rivals. 
But it was not to be. In 
one of the most enjoy-
able footballing matches in 
the Northern League this 
season, a game that swung 
from end to end, both sides 

eventually shared four 
goals and the points.
Two penalties by Matty 
Robson each pulled back 
goals from Morpeth, who 
opened the scoring through 
Liam Henderson before 
retaking the lead through 
Sean Taylor.
The best chance to win the 
match fell to Shildon when 
Billy Greulich-Smith saw 
his header cannon off the 
post.
The match was also 
tinged with sadness for 
Shildon Football Club as 
news filtered through that  
much-loved kit man, Neil 
Edgeley, had passed away 
earlier in the day.
Shildon then travelled to 
South Shields in the knowl-
edge that only victory 
would keep their slim title 
chances alive.
An impeccably observed 
silence was held for Neil in 
front of a crowd of 1,130.
In the end, Shildon were 
unable to overcome the 
FA Vase semi-finalists, who 
stretched their winning run 
to 21 games with goals from 
Gavin Cogden and a last 
minute breakaway from 

Carl Finnigan as Shildon 
searched for an equaliser.
With the title defence all 
but over, the Railwaymen 
travelled to Ryhope to take 
on Colliery Welfare with, 
at the very least, pride at 
stake.
In a seesaw match, in which 
the lead changed hands 
four times, both sides were 
content to share a 4-4 draw 
which saw Adam Burnicle 
score his first goal for the 
club since signing on 17th 

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Shildon AFC Under 11s before their weekend draw. 
Shildon AFC Under 11s 
enjoyed an entertain-
ing game in bad weather 
conditions which saw the 
Railwaymen go two goals 

ahead early in the second 
half, only to earn a draw 
due to two late goals by a 
decent Teesside Rangers 
side last weekend.  

Shildon  U11s  held  in  
entertaining  draw

Shildon Pool League pres-
entation night is to be held 
at Elm Road Club on Friday 
March 3rd starting at 7pm 
with entertainment from 
Michael Hodgson. 
Entry to the night is £2 
payable at the door.

The AGM for the league 
will be held at The Railway 
Institute on Monday, March 
6th and any team wishing 
to join the league (old and 
new) will need to attend 
the meeting, which gets 
under way at 8pm.

Pool  league  
presentation  night

Shildon’s goals were 
scored by James Plews 
and Finlay Armstrong with 
Ben Moore the man of the 
match.

February.
Further goals from Lewis 
Wing, Matty Robson and 
Stephen Capper were not 
enough to seal the win.
Shildon must now regroup 
and focus on the League 
Cup Semi-final at Dean 
Street against South 
Shields  on Wednesay 22nd 
March - their last chance 
of continuing their four-
season long run of adding 
silverware to the trophy 
cabinet.


