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Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Contact us to arrange 
an appointment on 

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

Bishop Auckland and Darlington Memorial hospitals have launched a £2.5m fundraising 
appeal to help buy the latest state-of-the-art MRI scanners. 

MRI  scanner  appeal  –  hospitals 
need  your  support

A fundraising appeal has 
been launched to bring 
the latest state-of-the-art 
MRI scanning technology 
to Darlington Memorial and 
Bishop Auckland Hospitals.
The appeal, which is being 

run by the official Charity 
of County Durham & Dar-
lington NHS Foundation 
Trust, aims to raise £2.5m 
for two new scanners 
which will provide much 
improved images and a 

better experience for 
patients.
Dr Elizabeth Loney, Clinical 
Director for Radiology, 
explains, “MRI scans are 
particularly good at looking 
at soft tissues.
“Tremendous advances 
in technology over recent 
years mean they can be 
enormously helpful in diag-
nosing cancer, heart condi-
tions, strokes and many 
other health issues.
“Scans can also give 
doctors information that 
previously required the 
patient to undergo surgery 
or another invasive proce-
dure as part of the inves-
tigation of their symptoms.  
Crucially, MRI scanners 
don’t use radiation, unlike 
x-rays.           
“MRI scans are so useful 
we’re doing more of them 
each year.  In the last year 
alone the number of MRI 
scans has increased by 11%.
“In the past, some patients 
have been unable to 
tolerate the noise or have 
felt claustrophobic during 
the scan which can result 
in it being abandoned.  
“An MRI scan can take 
between 30 minutes and 

MARCH
Fri 3rd Neil Diamond Tribute
 weekend – Blackpool  £119.00 N.A
Fri 24th Freddie Mercury  Tribute 
 weekend – Blackpool £119.00 N.A
Sun 26th Mothers Day Special £15.00 £14.00
Fri 31st Cliff Richard Tribute 
 Weekend – Blackpool £119.00  N.A
APRIL
Sat 8th Blackpool £13.50 £12.50
Sat 8th Whitby £12.00 £10.50
Sat 8th York & Harrogate £13.00 £12.00
Sat 8th Scarborough £13.50 £12.50
Wed 12th Wet n Wild (Admin not inc.) £9.00 £8.00
Fri 14th Blackpool £13.50 £12.50
Fri 14th Whitby £12.00 £10.50
Fri 14th Scarborough £13.50 £12.50
Fri 14th Chester Zoo (Admin not inc.) £17.00 £16.00

The Bishop Auckland 
and Shildon AAP Board 
is recruiting for board 
members within the 
public representative 
category.
“This is an exciting op-
portunity for those with 
a keen interest in their 
local community to join 
a dynamic and proactive 
board who have success-
fully delivered a number 
of projects throughout 
the Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon AAP area since 
the formation of the Part-
nership in June 2009,” 
said a spokesperson.
“The role itself is not 
onerous in terms of time 
commitments. There is a 
requirement to attend a 
board meeting every two 
months, and preferably to 
have input to at least one 
Task & Finish Group, who 
take a lead in addressing 
local priorities. 
“The role is about 
sharing your valuable 
local knowledge and 

being passionate about 
your community – helping 
to make a difference in 
our area.”
If you would like more 
information about the 
role of a public repre-
sentative, or would like 
to receive the full ap-
plication pack, contact 
a member of the Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon AAP 
team on 03000 268663 
or bishopshildonaap@
durham.gov.uk.
Once completed appli-
cations are received, a 
member of the AAP team 
will be in touch to outline 
the next steps.
“This is your opportu-
nity to become directly 
involved in what’s going 
on in your local area 
and we look forward to 
hearing from you,” con-
tinued the spokesperson.
Recruitment and short-
listing for positions will 
begin in February with 
interviews taking place 
during March and April.

HUMBLES GARAGE
TEL: 01388 778070

MOB: 07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

AAP  recruit  public  
representatives
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In Memoriam

Classifieds
All about local people...

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Pearson

Will friends please meet 
for service in St John’s 

Church, Shildon, at 1pm on 
Wednesday 22nd February 

followed by interment in 
Shildon Town Cemetery.

8th February
George Gregory, aged 88 

years of Shildon

Passed Away

Beloved Husband of the 
late Joan, devoted Dad to 
Richard, Tony & Alan, dear 

Brother to Vera.

New double divan with 
quilted mattress

Delivery arranged, £120.
07789 113343

For Sale

A week-long campaign to clamp down on drivers using mobile phones saw 72 motorists 
caught in County Durham and a further 61 in Cleveland.  

Week  of  action  catches  drivers  
using  mobile  phones  

Police hope a ‘week of 
action’ will have made 
drivers think twice about 
using their mobile phones 
in the future.
During a week-long 
campaign, which began on 
Monday 23rd January, a 
total of 133 motorists were 
apprehended for using 
their mobile phones whilst 
driving: 61 of those in 
Cleveland and 72 in County 
Durham and Darlington.
The week of action, 
carried by the CDSOU 
(Cleveland and Durham 
Specialist Operations Unit) 
supported national activity 
co-ordinated by the NPCC 
(National Police Chiefs 
Council).
At present the offence 
carries a £100 fine and 
three penalty points. If 
the case goes to court 
the offender can also be 
disqualified from driving or 
riding, and get a maximum 
fine of £1,000. Drivers of 
buses or goods vehicles 
could get a maximum fine 
of £2,500.
However, in March the 
penalties will increase to 6 
points and a £200 fine. This 

could have a huge effect 
on new drivers in their pro-
bationary period, as their 
licence will be revoked if 
they receive six penalty 
points.
Research has found that 
being distracted by a phone 
while driving, regardless of 
whether it is being used to 
make calls, messages or 
going online can make a 
driver up to 25 times more 
likely to be involved in a 
collision. 
Inspector Harry Simpson 
from the CDSOU, said: 
“We use both marked and 
unmarked cars during our 
operations and all are 
equipped with on-board 
cameras to record any 
offences.
“While I believe the vast 
majority of drivers on 
our roads are behaving 
sensibly, we still caught 133 
drivers who were putting 
themselves and others at 
serious risk. These people 
will now have to deal with 
the consequences of their 
actions.”
Ron Hogg, Police, Crime 
and Victims’ Commissioner 
for County Durham and 

Darlington said: “These 
results should really dem-
onstrate that the Constab-
ulary is serious about ap-
prehending people who use 
their mobile phones whilst 
driving. The new penalties 
are a further deterrent 
and I call on Government, 
and our local partners, 
to reinforce the message 
that using a mobile phone 
whilst driving is a danger 
to everyone on the roads.”
Police and Crime Com-
missioner for Cleveland, 
Barry Coppinger, said: “I 
wholeheartedly support all 
road safety initiatives that 
can potentially save lives. 
I would urge anyone who 
may be tempted to use a 
mobile phone whilst driving 
to keep it out of reach or 
turn it off. No phone call is 
more important than a life 
- ifyou really need to take 
a call, pull over safely, park 
and switch your engine off 
before doing so.”
The initiative was in 
support of a national 
awareness campaign and 
backed up by various 
messages on police social 
media accounts.

In Memoriam

Ainsley Adams

Loved and remembered 
always, Abbi

x

In loving memory of a very 
special friend

Jean Fallon Pattinson

Bobby

A wonderful Mam, 
missing you lots, always 

remembered

25.2.2003

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

Services

Found

Book your 2017 Garnetts 
Coach Trip through 

The Town Crier,
Call in for a brochure

GARNETTS

Call the Town Crier now 
on 01388 775896

or call in and see us upstairs in 
Shildon Town Council building, 

Civic Hall Square

All commission received goes towards 
the running costs of the paper

Upcoming trips include weekend trips 
to Blackpool and day trips to Whitby, 

Scarborough, Wet n Wild, Chester Zoo 
and Forbidden Corner

Classifieds cost 42p per word plus £7.20 for an 
optional photograph (VAT inc). The deadline 
for submissions is 12 noon every Tuesday. Call 
01388 775896, email crier@talk21.com or 
call in and see us upstairs in the Town Council 
building, Civic Hall Square.

Brass door key found on Main 
Street. Contact the Crier on 

01388 775896.

Set of two keys found on 
Cheapside. Contact the Crier.

Heating & 
Plumbing Services

Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing

Repairs 
Upgrades

All Plumbing & Gas Work
Free Quotes

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998
Ferryhill Based
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Tales from the Slums, documents the harsh existence 
and lack of support available to working class Victorians.

Third  instalment  of  Shildon  
author’s  Victorian  tales
Tales from the Slums is 
the latest instalment 
from Shildon author, Mia 
Thomas. 
This time she takes you 
deep into the slums of 
Britain with genuine 
accounts of the people who 
lived there.
Mia said: “How society 
treated the poor back then 
was appalling.
“The working class would 
be systematically plun-
dered and mercilessly left 
to their doom.
“The book spans the whole 
of the 19th century.” 
Not for the squeamish, 
some of the chapters cover 
Glasgow, Manchester, Bir-
mingham, disease and the 
four chief executioners of 
the era.
Her three books, which 
include Echoes of Shildon’s 
Past and The Empty Hand 
have their own Facebook 
pages and are also avail-
able on Kindle.
Copies of all three books 
are available to buy from 
the Town Crier’s office at 
£10 per book.

Don’t miss your chance 
to view an assortment of 
creatures in free Animal 
Encounters workshops at 
Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
on Saturday 25th and 
Sunday 26th February.
Sessions will take place 
at 11am and 1pm, led by 
experienced rangers from 
Animal Story. Suitable for 
children aged 3+, sessions 
are designed to encour-
age an interest in wildlife 
and the natural world 
around us. Sessions follow 
a drop-in format, and it’s 
free to participate – just go 

along and join in!
Also check out the Animals 
and The Railways activity 
packs, available at the 
museum from Monday 20th 
to Sunday 26th February 
whilst stocks last. 
Priced at just £1 each, the 
packs contain a themed 
museum trail, an animal 
mask to decorate, plus a 
pencil and certificate. 
Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
is open daily from 10am to 
4pm, and parking and ad-
mission are free of charge.
For more information, call 
01388 777999.

Animal  encounters  
workshops

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Bishop Auckland and Shildon 
Area Action Partnership 
Board meeting will be held 
on Thursday 2nd March, 
between 6pm and 8pm at 
Bishop Auckland Football 
Club, Heritage Park.
If you have any neighbour-
hood issues that you would 
like to be raised at the 

meeting, contact one of 
the team by Thursday 23rd 
February. 
If you would like to attend 
the meeting contact a 
member of the team 
on 03000 268 663 or by 
emailing bishopshildonaap@
durham.gov.uk to register 
your place.

AAP  board  meeting

An exhibition of old photos, 
maps and newspaper 
cuttings showing life in Mid-
dridge, past and present 
is to be held at  Middridge 

Village Hall on Tuesday 21st 
February, from 5pm till 
8pm.
“Everyone is most welcome,” 
said a spokesperson.

Middridge  memories

Shildon Salvation Army, on 
Cross Street, is holding a 
“massive jumble sale” on 
Saturday 25th February, 
from 10am till 12 noon.  
There will be lots of 

bargains including bric-a-
brac, toys and books.
There will also be refresh-
ments available, including 
bacon butties. Admission 
to the sale is free.

Massive  jumble  sale

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier

Shildon  burglar  jailed  for  
breaking  into  his  sister’s  home
A Shildon man has been 
has been jailed for 13 
months after being con-
victed of burgling his own 
sister’s house. 
Lee Robertson, of Laurel 
Court, asked a neighbour 
if he could borrow a 
crowbar prior to commit-
ting the offence in August 
2016, and later that night 
he used it to break into 
his sister’s home a few 
doors away, knowing she 
was on holiday at the 
time.
Robertson was seen 
running from the property 
and his brother, who was 
watching their sister’s 
home, reported seeing 
him in the vicinity.
When police attended the 
scene they found damage 
to the patio doors, while 
the only item taken was 
a tin containing £10 in 
change.
The 33 year-old originally 
denied responsibility, 
but having spoken to his 
sister outside of Durham 
Crown Court, he decided 
to change his plea.
His Barrister, Richard 
Herrmann told the court, 

Thirty-three year old Lee Robertson broke into his 
sister’s home using a crowbar he had borrowed from a 
neighbour.
“His sister desperately 
wanted him to admit what 
he had done, and wanted 
him to go to custody to 
dry out from his alcohol 
and drug addiction, but 
not for a long period.”

Judge Simon Hickey 
handed Robertson a 
reduced sentence of 13 
months, deciding not to 
impose the 3 year term 
usually applied to third-
strike offenders.
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Year 4 children from St John’s CofE (Aided) Primary school receive their first commun-
ion from Rev’d David on Thursday 9th February. 

St  John’s  pupils  receive  first  
communion

“This is so exciting,” said 
one year 4 child as St John’s 
CofE (Aided) Primary school 
arrived at St John’s Church 
on Thursday afternoon, 9th 
February for their special 
Year 4 Eucharist. 
For the five weeks follow-
ing Christmas, the Year 4 
children had been learning 
about why Christians 
take bread and wine to 
remember Jesus. 
The sessions, led by Rev’d 
David, had begun with the 
ancient tales of Abraham 
and Sarah. The children 
discovered that these 
stories were all about un-
derstanding that ‘all of God 
is everywhere’. 
They realised that the 
implications of this were 

that we are all called to 
be sisters and brothers to 
each other, caring for one 
another, being kind and 
supportive. 
As the lessons moved 
through the term there was 
conversation in class about 
the way even brothers 
and sisters fall out with 
each other, and with their 
families too. 
One of the children was 
wrapped up in toilet roll, 
his arms pinned, as they 
thought of the way hard 
words and cruel jibes can 
shut people down. 
One of the parents watching 
the service described the 
moment the child lifted his 
arms, ripping off the wrap-
pings as truly touching.

Standing with his arms out 
in the shape of a cross Year 
4’s Anthony, wrapped up 
by Mason, was a practi-
cal illustration of the way 
in which Christians teach 
that the cross of Jesus is 
about reconciling people 
to one another and to God 
as Father. As one child put 
it: “it is like God giving the 
world a hug.”
As Year 4 came forward to 
receive their first commun-
ion eager smiles and happy 
faces were everywhere.
The service ended with the 
whole school singing Give 
Thanks. 
“They just make so proud” 
commented head teacher 
Mr Farnell, “our children 
are just amazing”.

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Connor Raine, age 22, 
whose address was listed 
as Adamson Street but 
who gave his address as 
Jubilee Road, Shildon, 
pleaded guilty to a charge 
of carrying a kitchen knife 
with a three inch blade 
in a public place, when 
he appeared at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ Court 
recently. 
The court heard that, at 
around 2am on the morning 
of Thursday 26th January, 
police were informed that a 
person, dressed all in dark 
clothes, had been seen 
riding a bicycle and acting 
suspiciously in Middridge. 
A mobile police patrol 
attended and Raine was 
stopped on Middridge Lane. 
He was placed inside the 
police vehicle and ques-
tioned. 
Raine stated that he was on 
his way home to Shildon, 

having visited a friend in 
Newton Aycliffe and before 
being searched, volun-
teered the information that 
he had a knife in his posses-
sion. 
Raine told police that he 
was carrying the blade in 
order to protect himself, as 
he had been assaulted just 
a few days earlier.
The Crown requested the 
forfeiture and destruction 
of the knife before mag-
istrates decided that the 
defendant should speak 
with the Probation Service, 
before sentencing. 
On returning to court, 
Raine was sentenced to 
a twelve months commu-
nity order with 100 hours of 
unpaid work. 
He was also made subject 
to a curfew from 9pm 
until 6am for one month 
and ordered to pay £170 in 
costs.

Defendant  feared 
prison  sentence

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

07760 886 769

All aspects of internal 
and external plastering 
covered. Damp proofing 
specialist. Call today for 

your free quotation

LJL Plastering  
Services 

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439
Sat 18th Feb  LIVE BAND

Sun 19th Feb  E L I
 Wed 22nd Feb  

LADIES NIGHT from 8PM
Sat 25th Feb, 2pm  
BRIAN SEYMOUR 
CHARITY DOMINO 

HANDICAP
plus KARAOKE

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Shildon Gardens & 
Allotments Guild

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

Open Sundays only from 8.30am - 11.30am

 70lt Mother Earth  
 Multi-purpose compost 3 for £13
 Perlite / Vermiculite From £3 each
 John Innes Compost  
 No 1 From £3 each
 Grow Organic £7.15 
	 Paraffin	4lt	bottle	 £4

 All in store now:
 Bailed Peat | Fish Blood & Bone 
 Trench Fertiliser |  Basamid |   
	 Calcified	Seaweed	plus	many	more

Potato Sets, Onion Sets & 
Shallots now available

Please shop early!
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Website: www.expresspropertyservicesneltd.co.uk : Email: carly@superiorpropertymanagement.co.uk
97/99 Church Street, Shildon, Co. Durham DL4 1DT 01388 773355 Company No 8533649

URGENTLY REQUIRED 

EXCELLENT SALES AND PROPERTY MANAGEMENT FEES - WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON ANY FEES - GUARANTEED

 ZOOPLA

TWO/THREE BEDROOMED PROPERTY - UP TO 65K - WE HAVE BUYERS WAITING

RABY GARDENS, SHILDON
£117,950

Immaculate three bed mid-terrace. GCH, 
UPVC DG & utility room. Fitted, kitchen/
breakfast room, garage.

COTTAGE ROAD, SHILDON
 Guide Price £29,950

NEW

AUCTIO
N

Auction. Two bed mid-terrace house. GCH 
& UPVC DG. Lounge, dining room, kitchen, 
close to the town centre. No chain.

HIDEAWAY COTTAGE, SHILDON
£59,950

Three bed house. Ideal family home for FTB. 
Lounge, separate dining room, parking for a 
number of vehicles, no chain.

REDUCED

BURKE STREET, SHILDON
£65,000

Refurbished two bed end terrace. GCH & 
UPVC DG. Lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen. 
Ideal for the FTB. Close to town centre.

NEW

MAIN STREET, SHILDON
£35,000

Two bed end terrace house. Requires re-
furbishment. GCH & UPVC DG. Ideal for 
investor. Close to the town centre.

FREE VALUATION

NO SALE NO FEE

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

EXCELLENT FEES 

WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON FEES

NEW

URGENTLY REQUIRED 
LANDLORDS THREE BEDROOMED PROPERTIES TO LET - TENANTS WAITING

PLEASE CALL TODAY - 01388 773355 OR 07943197785 or email carly@superiorpropertymanagamentltd.co.uk

PROPERTY TO LET
*NO RENT IN ADVANCE FOR HOUSING 

BENEFIT CLAIMANTS* *BONDS NEGOTIABLE*

LANDLORD URGENTLY REQUIRES
THREE BEDROOM  PROPERTY TO 

LET – CLIENTS WAITING

Highland Gardens Shildon £495  NEW 
A Three bed semi-detached house, G.C.H, 
UPVC D.G, Popular location and garden 
area.

Alexandra Street Shildon £400  NEW
A Three bed mid-tce, G.C.H, D.G, family 
home close to the town centre.

Regent Street Shildon £380  NEW
A Two bedroomed mid-tce, G.C.H, D.G, 
lounge, separate dining room, popular 
location.

King Edward Street Shildon £380  NEW
Coming soon a THREE bed mid-tce, 
lounge/dining room, family home, close to 
town centre.

Dent Street Shildon £350 NEW 
A two bed mid-tce, G.C.H, UPVC D.G, 
lounge, kitchen/diner, close to the town 
centre.

Oaklea Shildon £400 NEW
Two bed semi-detached house. GCH, DG, 
lounge, kitchen, utility & garden.

Staff and residents at Holly Lodge enjoyed a performance by the two famous puppets, 
as well as a magic show . 

Punch  &  Judy  entertain  Holly  
Lodge  residents

The Punch and Judy Show 
visited Holly Lodge Care 
Home in Maddison Street, 
Shildon, on Thursday 9th 

February. 
“It was a fun filled af-
ternoon for everyone 
watching the show and 

taking part in the magic 
tricks performed,” said a 
spokesperson for the care 
home.

Check out the Winter Toy 
Fair event at Locomo-
tion: The National Railway 
Museum at Shildon on 
Saturday 18th and Sunday 
19th February.
Visitors will have the chance 
to browse a wide range of 
trade stands offering mod-
elling, railway, die cast, 
collectables and more.
Plus – for a small charge – 

enjoy a steam train ride 
behind Furness Railway 
No. 20, the oldest standard 
gauge locomotive still 
working in the UK.
The Winter Toy Fair event 
is open from 10am to 4pm, 
and parking and admission 
are free of charge.
For more information, 
call the museum on 01388 
777999.

Winter  toy  fair

After finishing a sell out 
pantomime recently, local 
theatre group The Teara-
ways are about to start 
rehearsals for their next 
production; Our House.
The musical show features 
songs from the ska/pop 
band Madness, and was 
named after one of their 
popular hit singles.
A spokesperson said, “The 
Tearaways Theatre Group 
are celebrating 20 years 
this year, having been 
formed in 1997. We are 
presently looking for young 

people aged 12 to 25 years 
of age to join us, either as 
singers, dancers or actors 
in our adaptation of this 
lively musical.
“Our House is a must see 
two-hour musical for all, 
young and old. It was voted 
Best New Musical in 2003 
and features hit songs like 
Baggy Trousers, House of 
Fun, It Must be Love and 
many more.”
Anyone interested in 
joining the group should 
call 07747 826 324 or  01388 
774838.

Our  House  is 
Madness!
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Brody Wilkinson on his special day with his parents and Godparents. 

Baby  Brody  baptised  at  the  
Methodist  Church

Sunday 12th February saw 
the christening of four 
month-old Brody George 
John Wilkinson at Shildon 
Methodist Church.
His parents, HGV driver 

Michael Wilkinson and 
retail assistant Laura 
Carter, of Burnie Gardens, 
chose four Godparents for 
their little boy. These were 
Richard Watson, Katie 

Wilkinson, Sarah Robinson 
and Tony Golightly.
The family and their guests 
celebrated with a party at 
Elm Road Club following 
the service.

Providing a caring personal service available 
24 hours a day,  7 days a week.

Shildon Funeralcare
Elm Cottage, 85 Church Street, DL4 1DT 
01388 774 853
www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

Funeralcare

Pre-paid Funeral Plans - Memorial Masonry - Floral Tributes

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

This  week  in  History

1,300-foot, 147,000-ton 
supertanker, the Sea 
Empress, runs aground 
near Wales, spilling 70,000 
tons of crude oil. The oil 
spill severely damaged 
several bird sanctuaries.

15 February 1996

In Thebes, Egypt, English 
archaeologist Howard 
Carter enters the sealed 
burial chamber of the 
ancient Egyptian ruler, 
King Tutankhamen.

16 February 1923

In the final game of a 
six-game match, world 
chess champion Garry 
Kasparov triumphs over 
Deep Blue, IBM’s chess-
playing computer, and wins 
the match, 4-2.

17  February 1996

Physicist, J. Robert Op-
penheimer, a member of 
the Manhatten Project 
dubbed the “father of 
the atomic bomb,” dies in 
Princeton, New Jersey, at 
the age of 62.

18 February 1967

Nicolaus Copernicus is born 
in Torun, Poland. The father 
of modern astronomy was 
the first modern European 
scientist to propose that 
Earth and other planets 
revolve around the sun.

19 February 1473

Welsh poet Dylan Thomas 
arrives in New York for 
his first reading tour of 
the United States. His four 
U.S. tours were wildly 
successful but ended with 
Thomas’ death at age 39.

20 February 1950

Editor’s note: Shildon Town Council recently reported 
on its Facebook page that it has given out 137,000 
free dog bags since April 2016 to Shildon residents to 
help keep Shildon clean. 
“Currently free dog bags are available to Shildon resi-
dents, so there is no excuse not to bag it and bin it,” 
they commented.
You can report dog fouling to Durham Council Council 
who are responsible for tackling dog fouling issues on 
03000 261 000. 
Shildon Town Council is responsible for emptying dog 
bins in Hackworth Park only. 
If you have an issue with dog bins within Hackworth 
Park, contact the Town Council on 01388 772563 or 
email council@shildon.gov.uk. 
If you have any issues with dog bins outside the Hack-
worth Park area, this is the responsibility of Durham 
County Council.

Letters
Have your say...

Dear Editor,

Something needs doing about the amount 
of dog poo littering our footpaths and grass 
areas. 

This is getting out of hand.  It affects everyone: 
people walking, people with pushchairs and 
prams and people who have children who 
would like to play out on football fields, or any 
grass area for that matter.   

All of this is spoilt by lazy dog owners who 
cannot be bothered to pick up their dog’s 
muck. I am an owner of two dogs. I don’t want 
people to think that I don’t pick up after my 
pets. 

You can get dog bags for £1 for a pack of 100 
or you can even get them free from Shildon 
Town Council.  There is literally no need or 
excuse for this to be happening. 

Am I the only one that feels strongly about 
this? We need the inspectors back out 
checking for people letting their dogs litter in 
our town and start handing out fines to lazy 
dog owners.

As any dog owner will know, dogs are quite 
happy to roll in other dogs’ muck, but this 
is very unpleasant for responsible owners 
to have to clean up. This wouldn’t happen if 
people pick up, but this happens quit a lot and 
to tell you the truth I am getting a little sick 
of it now.

Yours sincerely,

Name supplied, by email.
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Amy Wall was taken to court by the council as part of its award-winning Operation 
Stop It fly-tipping campaign and now has a conviction and more than £600 to pay.

Woman  caught  fly-tipping  left 
counting  the  cost

A woman has been left 
hundreds of pounds worse 
off and with a criminal 
record after being caught 
fly-tipping.
Amy Wall, 25, who lives 
near Bishop Auckland, 
dumped household waste 
from the back of a car near 
Shildon.
Durham County Council 
CCTV captured footage of 
the fly-tip while Wall also 
left her address in the 
dumped waste.
Wall was taken to court by 
the council as part of its 
award-winning Operation 
Stop It fly-tipping campaign 
and now has a conviction 
and more than £600 to pay.
Newton Aycliffe magis-
trates heard how a council 
neighbourhood warden 
called at Brusselton Lane, 
an area where the council 
has fitted cameras in 
response to persistent fly-
tipping, on 14th January 
last year.
The warden discovered a 
pile of household waste 
which had been dumped at 
the scene. 

Among the waste was an 
envelope addressed to 
Wall, of High Lands, Cock-
field.
The warden checked the 
footage from the CCTV 
which showed a Silver 
Vauxhall Corsa pull up. 
A man and woman can then 
be seen getting out, taking 
rubbish out of the boot and 
dumping it before driving 
off.
The warden carried out 
checks of the car’s regis-
tration and found it to be 
registered to Wall.
The defendant was twice 
contacted by the council 
to request she attend an 
interview but failed to 
respond. 
She was then asked for 
information of who was 
driving the car at the time 
of the fly-tip.
Wall requested that cor-
respondence be sent to her 
parents’ address.
A final attempt was made 
to have Wall attend for 
interview but again she 
failed to respond.
The defendant was prose-

cuted for illegally dumping 
waste as part of Opera-
tion Stop It, the council’s 
biggest ever campaign to 
tackle fly-tipping in part-
nership with Durham Con-
stabulary, the Environment 
Agency and Crimestoppers.
She pleaded guilty and 
apologised.
Wall was fined £560 and 
ordered to pay a victim 
surcharge of £56, a total of 
£616.
Ian Hoult, the council’s 
neighbourhood protection 
manager, said, “The vast 
majority of people get rid 
of their waste legally: be 
that using their bins, our 
free household waste recy-
cling centres or our bulky 
waste collection service.
“There really is never any 
excuse for blighting our 
beautiful county by fly-
tipping.
“Miss Wall was caught 
by one of the cameras 
we’ve deployed as part of 
Operation Stop It and we 
hope the financial penalty 
imposed on her will deter 
anyone else from commit-
ting environmental crime.
Operation Stop It was 
named Keep Britain Tidy’s 
Environmental Campaign 
of the Year at the charity’s 
Network Awards 2017 – at 
which the council also won 
the Local Authority of the 
Year category.
Find out about the various 
ways to get rid of your 
waste at www.durham.gov.
uk/recycling.

an hour - much longer 
than people may realise, 
so comfort is really im-
portant.  Modern scanners 
have a choice of music the 
patient can listen to – they 
can even bring their own!  
“We’re re-developing the 
whole MRI suite at Darling-
ton.  Changing and waiting 
areas will provide greater 
privacy.  Anaesthetic facili-
ties will be improved which 
will particularly benefit 
children who can’t lie still 
in the scanner.  
“An MRI scanner is one of 
the most expensive pieces 
of equipment a hospital 
will ever purchase and with 
the NHS facing huge finan-
cial challenges we need to 
seek public help in buying 
them.   We’re lucky to have 
the support of Rotary Club 
Darlington with their great 
fundraising track record.  
“We’ve already had dona-
tions from people happy 
with the care they or a 
loved one has received, 
regardless of whether they 
had a scan.  We’d love the 
whole community, includ-
ing individuals, companies, 
schools, sports clubs etc, 
to support us by holding 
events such as coffee 
mornings, cake sales and 
sponsored activities in aid 
of the Scanner Appeal.

“Every pound counts.  
After all, you never know 
when you or a loved one 
might need a scan.
“We’re happy to offer 
support and advice and 
will be publicising events 
and fundraising on the 
CDDFT website.”
There are a number of 
ways to make a donation 
to the MRI appeal or get 
involved:
• Visit the County Durham 

and Darlington NHS 
Foundation Trust Charity 
‘justgiving’ website at: 
https://www.justgiving.
com/cddft. 

• Send a cheque to: 
Cashiers, Darlington 
Memorial Hospital, Hol-
lyhurst Road, Darlington, 
DL3 6HX. Please make 
cheques payable to: Co 
Durham & Darlington 
NHS FT Charity.  

• Pick up a donation 
envelope with more 
information, from one 
of the waiting areas or 
wards.

• Text SCAN02 £10 to 
70070 to donate to 
CDDFT.

• To discuss fundraising 
or for more informa-
tion, ring 01325 743786 
or email: cddft.charity@
nhs.net

• Follow them on twitter 
at @CDDFTCharity or find 
the charity on Facebook.

From page 1

Hospitals  launch  
MRI  scanner  appeal

The Busy Bees fundraising 
group will hold a Grand 
Charity Sale on Friday 
24th February between 
10am and 12.30pm in 
Foundations, Church Street 
(opposite the freezer 
shop).

There will be tea, coffee, a 
grand raffle, clothes, bric-
a-brac, toiletries and lots 
more. Entry to the sale is 
free of charge.
“Please come along and 
support us,” encouraged a 
spokesperson.

Grand  charity  sale

Advertise in 

The Shildon & District

Town Crier
Contact Jeff Ridley on

(01388) 775896, 
0790 999 2731 or

email: crier@talk21.com

99 Albert Street, Shildon, DL4 2DN

New Tyres - Various Brands
Very competitive prices
All fitted while you wait
We are stockists of Landsail Tyres

Tel: 01388 777689
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Shildon’s Michael Rae opened the scoring in the Railwaymen’s 3-0 win over Stockton 
Town in the League Cup quarter finals on Wednesday 8th February. Photo: Tom Clegg. 

Destiny  of  league  title  to  be  
shaped  in  coming  weeks

A weekend of cancelled 
fixtures has afforded 
Shildon’s management 
team the opportunity to 
consider their forthcoming 
run of games, which will 
define whether the Rail-
waymen manage, or come 
close to, retaining their 
Northern League title.
While the odds remain 
slim that Shildon will win a 
second title in succession, 
the coming weeks may go 
some way to defining the 
eventual destination of the 
league trophy.
Within three days next 
week, on Wednesday night 
and Saturday afternoon, 
Shildon will play host to 
fourth place Morpeth Town 
and then travel to second 
placed South Shields. 
Both matches will have 
a significant bearing on 
eventual league places. 
If each side continues to 
win until they face each 
other, and Shildon can then 
take maximum points from 
both games, as they will 
need to in order to have 
any pretensions of hanging 
on to their title, they will 
stretch the gap between 
themselves and Morpeth 
to five points (Morpeth will 

have two games in hand) 
while narrowing the gap to 
South Shields to four points 
with one game in hand over 
the second placed side.
A fortnight later, Shildon 
will visit North Shields with 
four games currently in 
hand over the league’s top 
side. 
However, the leaders are 
18 points distant with just  
a quarter of the league 
campaign remaining.
Undoubtedly, a series of 
fortunate events swinging 
in favour of the Railway-
men are required for an 
optimistic outcome in the 
title race. 
It may be the slenderest 
of hopes for the Shildon 
management to cling to, 
that each of the top four 
sides must all play each 
other again before the 
season’s end, but stranger 
things have been known 
to happen in the long race 
to the finishing line of a 
league campaign.
More likely however, Daniel 
Moore and his assistant, 
Micky Barron, while re-
luctant to release their 
grasp on the championship 
trophy, will consider the 
League Cup - another piece 

of silverware currently 
residing on the Dean Street 
trophy shelf - as a more 
realistic prospect of adding 
to the haul of recent suc-
cesses. 
Shildon are joined in the 
semi finals by South Shields, 
the winner of North Shields 
v Dunston (being played 
as the Crier goes to press) 
and their adversary in 
last season’s final, Marske 
United.
The draw for the semi-
finals will also be known as 
this issue of the Crier pops 
through letterboxes, taking 
place as it will have at 
9.30pm on Wednesday 15th 
on Made in Tyne and Wear 
TV’s Football Matters show, 
a weekly programme which 
contains a regular in-depth 
analysis of the Northern 
League.
With such competition, it 
will be no easy task for the 
Railwaymen to retain the 
cup for a third successive 
season. 
Ahead of any of this, 
Shildon travel to West Al-
lotment Celtic on Saturday 
18th February, and with 
every  match crucial, every 
hypothesis can be rendered 
obsolete at any moment.

Shildon AFC Supporters 
Club will hold its next 
meeting on Sunday 26th 
February at Shildon AFC 
social club. 
The meeting is scheduled 
to begin at 11am and will 

be hosted by the Support-
ers Club committee.
All supporters, and anyone 
interested in joining 
the supporters club, are 
invited along to hear the 
latest developments.

Supporters  club  
meeting

Mini Soccer sessions take 
place every Saturday 
morning at Jubilee Fields 
Community Centre for 
children aged 4 to 6 years.

The sessions, supported 
by Shildon AFC, run from 
10:00am - 10.45am. Contact 
Kieran for further informa-
tion on 07912 879507.

Mini  soccer  sessions

The latest Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club lottery 
was drawn on Sunday 12th 
Febuary at the football 
ground social club.
The numbers drawn from 
the bag were: 1, 3, 8, 
10, 11 and 16. There was 
no winner of the £450 
jackpot prize. The con-
solation prize of £25 was 
won by Mrs C Bolton.
The jackpot now rolls 
over to £500 and players 
must select the winning 
6 number combination 
from the remaining 18 

numbers to collect the 
top prize.
Tickets, which cost £2 
each, can be bought at 
Rakeesh Convenience 
Store on Main Street, Main 
Street News, the One Stop 
Shop on Byerley Road, Elm 
Road Club and the football 
ground on match days.
The lottery can also be 
played online via Paypal 
by emailing £2 per line 
along with your selection 
of six numbers from 12 for 
each ticket to supporter-
sclub@shildonafc.com.

Lotto  update

SHILDON AFC
SCHEDULED FIXTURES

(NORTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED)
SATURDAY KICK OFF: 3PM, MIDWEEK KICK OFF: 7.30PM

Saturday 18th February
Away v West Allotment Celtic

Wednesday 22nd February
Home v Morpeth Town

Saturday 25th February
Away v South Shields

Tuesday 28th February
Away v Ryhope CW

Saturday 4th March
Home v Dunston UTS

Saturday 11th March
Away v North Shields

FULL FIXTURES LIST AVAILABLE AT SHILDONAFC.COM


