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Much needed support for 
people living with dementia, 
as well as their carers, is now 
available in the Shildon area 
thanks to support from local 
businesses.

Memory  café  offers  support  for  
people  living  with  dementia  

A free memory café will 
open its doors on the first 
Tuesday of every month 
offering drop in sessions 
from 1pm-2.30pm. It offers a 
safe environment for people 

affected by dementia to 
socialise and help reduce 
feelings of loneliness and 
isolation. A dementia advisor 
from the Alzheimer’s Society 
will be on hand to offer 
expert advice and guidance 
for those who attend. 
Located at Chestnut Close 
communal lounge, the café 
is run by volunteers from 
Shildon Alive and has been 
made possible with support 
from homes and communi-
ties business livin, Health 
Express, Bishop Auckland 
College and livin’s repairs 
and maintenance contractor 
Mears.
Vicky Miller, livin commu-
nity regeneration manager 
said, “We are delighted 
that this initiative has been 
possible. Using the facilities 
at Chestnut Close and with 
the help and guidance of the 
Alzheimer’s Society we can 
offer real support to those 
who need it most in our com-
munities.”
Free transport is offered 
to anyone who would like 
to visit the café and can be 
booked through Gemma 
Dobson, Health Express 
Project Support Officer on  
03000 268 834.

Pictured left to right: back row Hannah Johnson (Alzheimer’s society), Malcolm Gray 
(livin), Kathryn Jennings (Shildon Alive), Elliot Snowball (Health Express), Tracey 
Wilson (Mears), front row Mr and Mrs Wiles and Paula Nelson (Shildon Alive).

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Continued on page 8

Shildon Football Club was 
dealt a blow on Friday (20th 
January) when its entire 
management team, who 
have been at the club for 
the past 11 years, resigned.
Manager, Gary Forrest, his 
assistant Stuart Niven and 
coaches Phil Brumwell and 
Keith Finch all tendered 
their resignations on Friday 
morning.
It is understood that a disa-
greement over the sale of 
star player, David Ferguson 
to Darlington precipitated 
the departures.
The management team’s 
tenure culminated in a raft 
of trophies over the past 
four seasons, including 
their first league title in 
over 80 years last season.
In an emotional statement 
to the club’s supporters 
on Facebook, outgoing 
manager, Gary Forrest 
said: “After 11 fantastic 
years at Shildon Football 
Club it is with a very heavy 
heart that I have taken the 

decision to resign.
“I have read comments 
from the conspiracy theo-
rists on social media sug-
gesting it was because we 
went out of the Vase! I 
am actually smiling while I 
write this as it’s the most 
pathetic theory I have ever 
read.
“Yes we were disap-
pointed, but come Monday 
morning the management 
team had discussed it and 
put it to bed. The players 
will confirm that it simply 
made us more determined 
to retain our title as league 
champions.
“It’s been a wonderful 
journey with so many 
ups and downs. I still 
remember my first day as 
manager and turning up 
at the ground and thinking 
‘what have I got myself 
into?’
“But in the main these 11 
seasons have left me with 

Shock  as  Shildon  AFC  
management  quit

HUMBLES GARAGE
TEL: 01388 778070

MOB: 07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

DROP’N’SHOP
Why not MOT your car 

while you spend the day
shopping at Tindale 

Retail Park?

Mots 
Servicing 

Tyres 
Welding 
Van Hire 
Recovery

- Car and Van 
MOT Testing

Classes 4, 5 & 7
- Car 

maintenance 
and Repairs

PICK UP AND 
DELIVERY ON 

REQUEST
Unit 10, Abraham Enterprise Park, St Helen Auckland, 

Bishop Auckland, County Durham DL14 9TT
 01388 605080

We are open: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm, 
Sat 7.00am - 12.00pm
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Jacqueline Giles

Love, Steve

You left me beautiful 
memories,

Your love is still my guide,
And though we cannot 

see you,
You’re always at my side

29.1.2016

Kathleen McGowan

Love you always,
Your loving Husband, John

xxxx

Two Years have gone and I 
still hide my tears when I 

say your name,
But the pain in my heart is 

still the same,
Though I smile and seem 

carefree,
There’s no one who misses 

you more than me

(Nee Graham)
1.1.54 to 26.1.15

Kathleen McGowan

Love and miss you,
Steffan, Judith, Matty, 

Steffanie, Evan 
& Henry James

xxx

We hold you tightly in our 
hearts and there you 

will stay,
Our lives have gone on 

without you, but will never 
be the same

(Mam)

Kathleen McGowan

Love you to the moon and 
back,

Leigh, Klayton, Kailum & 
Karaleigh

xxxx

Your wings were ready 
But our hearts were not,

Two years on
But never forgot,

We know you would be 
here today

If Heaven wasn’t so far 
away

(Mam)
Ruby Bean

Love, Margaret, David, 
Grandsons & Great 

Grandsons

One year has passed since 
you left us, but you will be 

in our thoughts always

January 31st 2016

In Memoriam

Linda Lowe

Happy Birthday Linda,
Love John

xxx

Gone but not forgotten. 
Lost but always loved.

27.1.49

Vera Thornberry

All our love,
Stephen, Pauline, Lee, 

Leeanne & Ted
xxxxx

Happy Birthday Mam 
& Nanna on your first 
Birthday away from us

26th January

Very much loved and 
always missed

Vera Thornberry

Love always Mam,
Sue
xxxx

You always loved the cards 
we sent

You saved them through 
the years,

You said they made you 
feel so loved

Your eyes glistening with 
tears.

This year when I bring 
flowers

In my mind your words 
I’ll hear,

They’re beautiful... you 
shouldn’t have

But I love them... Thank 
you dear.

They say you’re in a better 
place

I hope and pray its true,
But... today is your 

Birthday
And I’m really missing you.

26th January
Vera Thornberry

Always in my heart and 
thoughts,

Elaine & Eph
xxx

Happy Birthday Mam,
Miss you so much

26th January

Vera Thornberry

Happy Birthday Sweetheart,
Until we meet again,

Your forever loving Son,
Mike
xxx

Remembering you Mam 
with all my love and 

precious memories on you 
79th Birthday

26th January

You left this old world
To go to the new,

Some day I’ll take that 
journey

Just to be with you.
And when I arrive there
Where all are free from 

pain,
I’ll put my arms around 

you Mam
And we’ll never part again.

My life will never be the 
same without you here

Birthday Memories Birthday Memories

Vera Thornberry

Happy Birthday,
Love from Danielle & Gem

xxxx

Nothing’s ever quite the 
same

Without your gentle touch,
And some days I just miss 

you Nan
So very much.

I realise how much you 
meant

Now that you’re not here,
But every lesson that you 

taught
Helps to keep you near.

You lived life to the fullest 
Nan

Each day your whole life 
through,

And with your inspiration
I promise I will too.

26th January

Raymond Ellsworth

Miss you both every day

Wishing two very special 
people a Happy Birthday

26th January

Pat Ellsworth
31st January

Love, Janine, Brian, 
Hilary, Wayne, Regan 

& Bobby-Ray
xxx

Hannah Collingwood

We would like to convey 
our grateful thanks to the 

family of

Who kindly donated 
proceeds of their church 

collection at Hannah’s 
funeral. A  wonderful 

amount of £200 will go 
to 4 year-old Jacob Jones, 
which will go towards his 

treatment. Jacob is battling 
neuroblastoma.

Once again, many thanks to 
everyone who donated.

Mrs Sylvia Brown, 
Plevna Mews

Acknowledgements

Stephen Robin 
Winlove-Smith

The family of

Wish to thank everyone 
for cards, flowers and 
donations to Muscular 

Dystrophy.
Many thanks to Doctor 

Chan, Hallgarth Surgery, 
the District Nurses, Perfect 
Care staff, Sharon Davison 
and especially Gibson’s for 

all their help at this sad 
time.

Shannon Stewart

Lots of love,
Nana & family

xxx

Happy 18th Birthday 
Shannon

29th January

Shannon Stewart

Lots of love,
Mam, Dad 
& family

xxx

Happy 18th Birthday

29th January

18!
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Racoons are an example of just some of the more unusual animals being cared for at 
the sanctuary.

Animal  sanctuary  to  host  
Middridge  fundraiser

Volunteers from Kays 
Hill Animal Sanctuary,  
(just outside of West 
Auckland), are holding 
a fund raising event in 
Middridge Village Hall on 
Saturday 25th February, 
between 10am and noon.
Sanctuary volunteers 
have arranged a number 
of stalls selling tea, 
coffee and home-made 
produce, as well as new 
and Christmas goods.      
There will also be a bottle 
stall and general tombola 
stall.
Kays Hill is a not-for-
profit organisation which 
provides shelter to a wide 
range of animals from 
domestic cats, rodents, 

birds, sheep and pigs, to 
the slightly more exotic, 
alpacas, coatimundi, 
civets and racoons.
A spokesperson com-
mented, “We never 
turn any animal away, 
with many coming to us 
as previous owners are 
unable to offer the care 
and attention the animal 
requires.
“Others,  unfortunately, 
are brought to us after 
previous neglect or aban-
donment.

“For anyone coming along  
and wishing to donate  
food for the animals, 
there will be a food bin 
available on the day.”
The entry fee is just 50p 
with all proceeds going 
towards the upkeep of 
the animals and includes 
free entry into a prize 
raffle.
More details about the 
work carried out at the 
sanctuary and its animals 
can be found at kays-hill-
animal-sanctuary.com.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Birthdays

Classifieds
All about local people...

Hunter John Paul Duce

Love, Mammy, Daddy, 
Lucy-J, Harry & Libby

xxx

Happy 2nd Birthday
We love you so much

27th January

Found
Wedding Ring

Found near Co-operative 
Street, Albion Avenue.

Contact the Town Crier on 
01388 775896 or call in.

Sewing Machinist Required 
for curtain making company.
Call Alison on 01388 235394 

for details.

Job Vacancy

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 

or 07790 509925

Services

Shildon Gardens & 
Allotments Guild

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

Open Sundays only from 8.30am - 11.30am

 70lt Mother Earth  

 Multi-purpose compost 3 for £13

 Perlite / Vermiculite From £3 each

 John Innes Compost  

 No 1 From £3 each

 Grow Organic £7.15 

	 Paraffin	4lt	bottle	 £4

 All in store now:

 Bailed Peat | Fish Blood & Bone 

 Trench Fertiliser |  Basamid |   

	 Calcified	Seaweed	plus	many	more

Potato Sets, Onion Sets & 
Shallots now available

Please shop early!

Advertise in 
The Shildon & District

Town Crier
Contact Jeff Ridley on

(01388) 775896 or 0790 999 2731
or email crier@talk21.com

Book your 2017 Garnetts 
Coach Trip through 

The Town Crier,
Call in for a brochure

GARNETTS

Call the Town Crier now 
on 01388 775896

or call in and see us upstairs in 
Shildon Town Council building, 

Civic Hall Square
All commission received goes towards 

the running costs of the paper

Upcoming trips include weekend trips 
to Blackpool and day trips to Whitby, 

Scarborough, Wet n Wild, Chester Zoo 
and Forbidden Corner
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Ladies from the Salvation Army’s Home and Family Group present Peter Moody, from 
the Great North Air Ambulance, with a cheque for £500. 

Home  &  Family  Group  present  
cheque  to  the  Air  Ambulance

Members of Shildon Sal-
vation Army’s Home and 
Family Group welcomed 
Peter Moody, a represent-
ative of the Great North 
Air Ambulance, to their 

meeting on Monday 16th 
January.
Peter gave the group a 
presentation about the  
vital service provided 
by the charity, before 

members presented him 
with a cheque for £500. 
The funds were raised 
through a recent table top 
sale and a pie, praise and 
proms night.

Dear Editor,

It would be interesting to know which seasons 
Hackworth Park is open and fully functioning 
to the Shildon public. 

I have two children aged 8 and 5 and it 
seems that all of the recreational facilities 
provided end up being a mud bath any time 
after September up until March. For this 
reason I have started taking my kids to the 
park in Newton Aycliffe after the shopping 
run at Tescos, where they have all season 
rubber matting, two polite park attendants 
and clean public toilets where parents can 
change their children in a safe and clean 
environment, making a day out of it!  Also 
no spitting, swearing or cursing coming from 
the older unattended kids hogging the skate 
park.

Come on Shildon it's 2017, get the kids & 
parents off the screens and out into the fresh 
air!!

Carl Box,
Shildon.

 

Letters
Have your say...

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Landlord  accreditation  scheme 
racks  up  century
A scheme to support land-
lords and protect tenants 
across County Durham has 
reached a new landmark.
The Landlord Accredita-
tion Scheme has welcomed 
its 100th member, Paul 
McFarling, bringing the 
total number of properties 
covered by the scheme to 
well over 2,000 across the 
county.
The project sees landlords 
working to ensure they 
offer quality accommoda-
tion and gives tenants 
peace of mind that their 
landlord is registered with 
the local authority.
Paul said: "Being accred-
ited means that people 
looking to rent can see 
that I'm a reputable 
landlord who offers good 
quality, well managed 
accommodation. There 
are so many programmes 
on television these days 
showing rogue landlords 
using dodgy practices that 
it's a brilliant and easy way 
to reassure people looking 
to rent.
"By working with the 
council I also get a range 

of support and advice, like 
being kept up to date with 
all of the latest changes 
to legislation, so it's 
something I'd definitely 
recommend all landlords 
consider joining."
Landlords who sign up 
to the voluntary scheme 
agree to work in line with 
a code of practice which 
ensures that tenants can 
rent with confidence. 
In return their properties 
are advertised on Durham 
Key Options - the online 
portal for social housing 
- giving them access to a 
waiting list of potential 
tenants. 
They also get access to 
a tenancy referencing 
service, receive updates 
on changes in landlord 
legislation and can apply 
to the council's empty 
property loan scheme, 
which has so far provided 
nearly £1.5 million to bring 
long-term empty homes 
back into use across the 
county.
Cllr Eddie Tomlinson, 
Cabinet member for 
strategic housing, said: 

"Our Landlord Accredita-
tion Scheme is making a 
real difference in County 
Durham and we're delight-
ed to welcome Paul as our 
100th member.
"It provides help and 
support to ensure land-
lords can offer quality 
homes but it also gives 
tenants peace of mind, 
knowing they're renting 
from someone who 
adheres to a code of 
practice enforced by the 
council.
"With landlords also 
getting access to our 
empty homes loan 
scheme it's helping to 
bring hundreds of long 
term empty properties 
back into use, improv-
ing housing and entire 
communities across the 
county."
Prospective tenants can 
rent with confidence 
knowing that the council 
inspects the properties on 
offer, that their tenancy 
is protected by a written 
agreement and that they 
may qualify for a deposit 
guarantee scheme.

Dear Editor,

Further to the purge on speeding along West 
Road, may I say we’ve had the same on Eldon 
Bank, now West Road, why not Adelaide 
Bank?

Whilst there was a speed monitor in place 
last year I witnessed one person reaching 83 
mph. If they had hit something or someone 
they would just disintegrate. Also, the amount 
of motorists using mobile devices is alarming.

It is so dangerous now crossing the road 
because of people ignoring the speed limits.

So wake up D.C.C or Durham Constabulary, 
let’s have a look at this situation.

Peter Davidson,
Shildon.
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Paul ‘Hoppa the Boppa’ Kirsopp provided an afternoon’s entertainment at Holly Lodge 
Care Home last week.

Holly  Lodge  residents  welcome  
‘Hoppa  the Boppa’

Residents and staff had a 
lovely time at Holly Lodge 
Care Home on Maddison 
Street, Shildon on Thursday 
19th Janaury, when Paul 
“Hoppa the Boppa” Kirsopp 

went along to sing for 
everyone. 
This was Paul’s first visit to 
Holly Lodge and he proved 
to be very popular with 
everyone as they sang, 

danced, and clapped along 
with the songs. 
“We hope to see Paul again 
soon at Holly Lodge,” said 
a spokesperson for the care 
home.

Two men have been 
arrested on suspicion of 
aggravated burglary after 
a pensioner was attacked 
and had his life savings 
stolen in a raid on his 
home.
The local community has 
been left shocked and 
disgusted at the violent 
incident, in which a 77-
year-old man was attacked 
in his home in Coronation 
on Saturday 21st Janaury.
The gentlemen, who was 
alone, went outside to get 
some coal from his coal 
shed at around 8.30pm 
when he was tackled by 
three men.
They took the coal shovel 
from the pensioner and hit 
him over the head.
He was then taken into his 
home where he was pinned 
to the floor while two of 
the men searched through 
his belongings.
The three suspects then 
fled with the man’s life 
savings.
The pensioner was taken 
to Darlington Memorial 
Hospital where he was 
treated for his injuries and 

later released.
DS Peter Lonsdale, of 
Durham Constabulary, 
said, “This is an abhorrent 
attack on a pensioner who 
had merely popped outside 
to fetch some coal to stoke 
up his fire.
“It must have been ex-
tremely terrifying for the 
victim who was put through 
a horrendous ordeal.
“He is obviously very 
shaken by the incident 
but thankfully does not 
appear to have suffered 
any serious injuries.
“The suspects escaped 
with this gentleman’s life 
savings, which was a sub-
stantial amount of cash.
“Although investigations 
are at an early stage, this 
would appear to have been 
a targeted raid.
“I would urge anybody 
who has any information to 
please contact us and help 
bring those responsible  for 
this despicable crime to 
justice.”
Call 101 with crime ref 
444 of January 21st or 
Crimestoppers anonymous-
ly on 0800 555 111.

Two  arrested  after  
pensioner  attacked

LIFESTYLE FITNESS SHILDON
Shildon-Sunnydale Leisure Centre,  Shi ldon, DL4 2EP 
Email:  sportandleisure@durham.gov.uk
Tel:  03000 266 448
*Terms and Conditions apply. Offer available to new members joining between 27 - 30 January 2017 on a Direct Debit membership. Classes subject to availability.

O P E N  W E E K E N D
2 7 - 3 0  J A N U A R Y

Come and join us at Lifestyle Fitness  
Shildon-Sunnydale Leisure Centre and  
we will  arrange an access all  areas gym  
pass and complimentary fitness classes*.

We look forward to seeing you.

O N LY  £5
U N T I L  M A R C H *

P L U S
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The 37th annual general 
meeting of the Shildon 
Garden and Allotments 
Guild will be held in the 
Guild’s headquarters on 
Sunday 5th February at 
11.30am.

On Sunday 12th February 
the Guild shop will close 
at 11am prompt for just 
that week only. The shop 
will return to its normal 
opening times of 8.30am 
until 11.30am thereafter.

37th  AGM  of  Shildon  
Garden  Guild  

An ecumenical service took place at Shildon Methodist Church in which bricks were symbol-
lically laid in the shape of a cross in challenge to Donald Trump’s promise to build walls.

Methodist  Church  hosts  
ecumenical  service

Shildon’s churches 
gathered together in 
the Methodist Church 
on Sunday night, 22nd 
January, to reflect on the 
walls that divide people 
and communities across 
the world. 
Father Michael Whalen 
addressed the gathering 
which included Christians 
from Saint John’s, the 
Salvation Army, the Meth-
odist Church, the Roman 
Catholics and the Oaks of 
Righteousness Church.
Speaking of the promise by 
President Trump to build a 
wall between the United 
States and Mexico, Father 
Whalen quoted Pope 
Francis who, in challeng-
ing President Trump, spoke 
of the Christian call to be 
bridge builders. 
People from all the congre-
gations present took turns 

to place bricks creating a 
symbolic wall before it was 
transformed into the cross 
as a symbol of hope and 
transformation. 
Tea lights were then lit 
and placed on the cross as 
a reminder of the need to 
shine lights that transcend 
walls, burning bright in the 
darkness.  
Rev’d David commented: 
“This service of Christian 
unity is about saying that 

we stand together, rooted 
in a place that speaks of 
God’s love for the world, a 
world were no one is shut 
out no matter how high the 
wall.”
Rev’d Andy Bryer of the 
Methodist Church thanked 
everyone for coming and 
encouraged the congrega-
tion to work for that day 
when the walls come down 
and people everywhere 
live in safety.

Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post or hand this form into:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH. 
Please note: All prices include VAT at standard rate of 20%

OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Other (state):
 Memoriam   .....................
Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
Photograph included? (£7.20) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Amount x 0.42p, (includes VAT): ..........................
Total (inc. photo): ..........................................
Name: ........................................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact number: ........................................................................

             
    Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

HOMES 
AVAILABLE 

TO LET
Call Tim for details 

07920 048 588

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier
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St. John’s Church will be 
hosting its latest coffee 
morning on Saturday 28th 
January from 10-11am.

A spokesperson said, 
“There will be the usual 
cake stall.  All are welcome 
to come along.”

Coffee  morning  at  
St  John’s 

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is delivered 
to 
around 
6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

Saint John’s Church 
welcomed around 70 
people to watch the 
award nominated film I 
Daniel Blake on Saturday 
night, 21st January. 
With the licence paid for 
by the local Labour Party, 
there was not a dry eye 
as the heart rending 
story of the failure of 
the benefit system left 
everyone moved. 
“I just had no idea things 
were like this,” one 
viewer commented. 
Rev’d David, speaking 
once the film drew to an 
end, talked of the way 
local people, isolated, 
scared and desper-
ate would arrive at the 
Shildon Alive hub in 
tears. 
In 2016, Shildon Alive 

(A Saint John’s Church 
Project) gave away over 
7,000 meals, support-
ing people of all ages 
through a difficult patch. 
Many of those who came 
to watch the film took 
donations of food with 
them, and hearing about 
the way people from 
Shildon who attend the 
food bank are supported 
out of food poverty left 
folk with some hope. 
“We are grateful to all 
those who have sup-
ported us and continue to 
support us” said project 
manager Paula Nelson. 
“At the end of the day we 
are just people who care 
enough to help other 
people and if everyone 
did, what a different 
world we would have.”

I, Daniel  Blake  film  
moves  audience

This  week  in  History

Mexican professional 
wrestler Juana Barraza is 
arrested in connection with 
the serial killing of at least 
ten elderly women. She 
would later be sentenced 
to 759 years in jail for 
killing between 42 to 48 
elderly women.

25 January 2006

James Bremer takes formal 
possession of Hong Kong 
Island at what is now Pos-
session Point, establishing 
British Hong Kong.

26 January 1841

The United States, United 
Kingdom, and Soviet Union 
sign the Outer Space 
Treaty in Washington, D.C., 
banning deployment of 
nuclear weapons in space, 
and limiting use of the Moon 
and other celestial bodies to 
peaceful purposes.

27 January 1967

The Lego company patents 
the design of its Lego 
bricks, still compatible with 
bricks produced today.

28 January 1958

Queen Victoria issues a 
Warrant under the Royal 
sign-manual that estab-
lishes the Victoria Cross to 
recognise acts of valour by 
British military personnel 
during the Crimean War.

29 January 1856

The Beatles’ last public 
performance, on the roof 
of Apple Records in London. 
The impromptu concert is 
broken up by the police.

30 January 1969

Police in Durham and Cleveland are to adopt a zero-
tolerance approach to drivers caught using their mobile 
phones next week.

Police  adopt  zero-tolerance  to  
drivers  using  mobile  phones
Police are warning there 
will be no hiding place for 
any motorists across Cleve-
land and Durham tempted 
to use their mobile phones 
while driving.
From Monday, January 23rd 
officers from the Cleveland 
and Durham Specialist 
Operations Unit (CDSOU) 
will be supporting national 
activity co-ordinated by 
the NPCC (National Police 
Chiefs Council).
Last year across the Cleve-
land and Durham force 
areas there were 720 
offences of drivers using 
their mobile phones and a 
further 67 found to be not 
in proper control of their 
vehicle.
Examples of not being in 
control can include eating 
or drinking, trying to set 
music on mp3 players,  or 
serious distractions such 
as an argument with a pas-
senger or being distracted 
by children or animals who 
are not suitably restrained. 
At present the offence 
carries a £100 fine and 
three penalty points. 
If the case goes to court 
the offender can also be 
disqualified from driving or 
riding, and get a maximum 
fine of £1,000. Drivers of 
buses or goods vehicles 
could get a maximum fine 
of £2,500.
However, in March the 
penalties will increase to 
6 points and a £200 fine. 
This could have a huge 
effect on new drivers in 

their probationary period, 
as their licence will be 
revoked if they receive six 
penalty points.
Research has found that 
being distracted by a 
phone while driving, re-
gardless of whether it is 
being used to make calls, 
messages or going online 
can make a driver up to 
25 times more likely to be 
involved in a collision. 
Insp. Harry Simpson from 
the CDSOU, said any 
drivers taking the risk of 
using a phone, or being 
otherwise seriously dis-
tracted while at the wheel 
could expect no second 

chances.
“We will have a number of 
officers dedicated to this 
campaign across the week, 
using unmarked as well as 
marked police cars. 
“Over the years there have 
been plenty of educational 
campaigns so no-one can 
claim to be unaware this 
is against the law and also 
incredibly dangerous. 
“There are clearly some 
people who feel the law 
doesn’t apply to them. But 
over the next week they 
will discover our officers 
are making this offence a 
priority and that we have a 
zero-tolerance approach.”

Copper  cuppa  
cancelled
Next week’s Cuppa with 
a Coppa session, due to 
take place on Thursday 2nd 
February at Costa Coffee 
in Church Street, has been 

cancelled.
“A new date will be circu-
lated once identified,” said 
PC Akiens of Shildon Neigh-
bourhood Police Team..
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New Shildon manager, Daniel ‘Bobby’ Moore took charge 
at Sunderland RCA after the sudden departure of the 
previous management team. His side ran out 6-3 winners 
to give him a debut win.                              Photo: Martyn Tweddle.

Shildon  AFC  management  team  
quits  after  11  years  in  charge

many great memories 
and some good friends. 
Shildon Football Club is a 
special club, the people 
are what make it special.
“Yes I am gutted at the 
way it has ended but 
that’s life and that’s 
football. What is impor-
tant now is that everyone 
gets behind the chairman 
and his plans for the club 
in order that all the hard 
work and sacrifices made 
by so many people over 
the last 11 years does not 
go to waste.
“He has big plans for the 
club which I sincerely 
hope he is able to deliver.
“It’s also important that 
you all get behind [new 
manager, Daniel Moore] 
and the lads please for the 
rest of the season.
“Thanks for the great 
memories, we won that 
title in the end.
“Love you all and good 
luck in the future.”
Club chairman David Dent 
said: “Whilst the circum-
stances could have been 
better, Gary and Stuart 
have made an enormous 
contribution to Shildon 
AFC over the last few years 
and we wish them every 
success in the future.
“We are now however 
entering another exciting 
chapter in our history and I 
am delighted that ‘Bobby’ 
Moore has accepted the 
position as manager.
“He has a long history 
with Shildon and gets the 
bigger picture of what we 
are trying to achieve.
“I am confident that 
Bobby can produce a 
team that can continue to 
compete against the best 
teams within the Northern 
League and who will work 
alongside the Board and 
our extremely talented 
Development Squad to 
create a sustainable com-
munity focused football 
club here at Dean Street.”
Moore made his debut as 
manager the following 
day in an away Northern 
League tie at Sunderland 
RCA which his side went 
on to win 6-3 after being 

3-2 behind at the half time 
interval.
The side, currently in third 
place, remain in conten-
tion in the defence of 
their league title and are 
still in the League Cup, of 
which they are the current 
holders, and are through 
to the quarter finals of the 
Durham Challenge Cup.
After the match, Moore 
said: “I was asked yes-
terday to take over as 
manager. It came as a 
shock to me and all the 
players. Obviously I’m 
close friends with Gary, 
Stuart and Phil away from 
football as well.
“I’ve taken the job 
because, on a personal 
level, I owe it to them and 
I don’t want to see the 
club fall away in the same 
way that has happened 
to some of the other 
Northern League clubs.
It was a dream start to 
Moore’s management 
career when Shildon took 
the lead with the first play 
of the game after just 
twenty seconds, but his 
side eventually trailed at 
the break.

“I can understand why 
Gary pulled his hair out 
at times,” he said. “First 
half, defensively we were 
poor. You could have 
driven a bus through the 
back four. 
“But, I had a few words 
at half time - something I 
didn’t expect to be doing 
in my first game. 
“The lads stuck at it, 
which I asked them to do, 
and we ran out comfort-
able winners in the second 
half.”
Asked about his ambition 
to manage the side long 
term, Moore said: “At the 
moment I’ll take it on a 
game by game basis, but 
Gary has left us in a great 
position to be competing 
on three fronts.
“As for the long term, 
I’ll have to speak to the 
chairman and board, but 
after today’s performance 
I certainly want to take 
the team through to the 
end of the season. 
“The fans today were bril-
liant, which really helps,  
and I hope everyone can 
get behind us as we try to 
win trophies.”

From page 1 The latest Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club lottery 
was drawn on Sunday 8th 
January at the football 
ground social club.
The numbers drawn from 
the bag were: 1, 4, 8, 
10, 11 and 13. There was 
no winner of the £750 
jackpot prize. The con-
solation prize of £25 was 
won by T Horner.
The jackpot now rolls 
over to £800 and players 
must select the winning 
6 number combination 
from the remaining 12 

numbers to collect the 
top prize.
Tickets, which cost £2 
each, can be bought at 
Rakeesh Convenience 
Store on Main Street, Main 
Street News, the One Stop 
Shop on Byerley Road, Elm 
Road Club and the football 
ground on match days.
The lottery can also be 
played online via Paypal 
by emailing £2 per line 
along with your selection 
of six numbers from 12 for 
each ticket to supporter-
sclub@shildonafc.com.

Supporters  Club   
lotto  update

SHILDON AFC
SCHEDULED FIXTURES

(NORTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED)
SATURDAY KICK OFF: 3PM, MIDWEEK KICK OFF: 7.30PM

Saturday 28th January
Away v Ashington

Wednesday 1st February
Durham Challenge Cup Quarter Finals

Home v Billingham Synthonia 

Saturday 4th February
Home v Morpeth Town

Saturday 11th February
Away v Ryhope CW

Saturday 25th February
Away v South Shields

Saturday 4th March
Home v Dunston UTS

Saturday 11th January
Away v North Shields

FULL FIXTURES LIST AVAILABLE AT SHILDONAFC.COM

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

Advertise in 
The Crier
Call Jeff on

01388 775896
0790 999 2731


