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HUMBLES GARAGE
TEL: 01388 778070

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH 
EVERYONE A VERY 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

WE WILL BE CLOSING ON 23rd 
DECEMBER AT 12:00 AND RE-OPEN 

ON 3rd JANUARY AT 8.30am

OUT OF HOURS PHONE NUMBER:
07778 11 7778

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Our office hours are

Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri 10am - 2pm. Closed Wed.
Or  by appointment on

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

Slimming World organisers, Judith Box and Paul and Vivien Tinker were overwhelmed 
by the response when they asked members to help donate to Shildon Alive food bank.

Slimming  group  put  their  love  
of  food  to  good  use

After seeing an article in 
a previous edition of the 
Town Crier about Shildon 
Alive requiring items for 

their food bank, local girl 
Judith Box came up with 
an idea to help.
Knowing that all her 

Slimming World members 
would be willing, she con-
tacted colleagues Paul and 
Vivien Tinkler to request 
that they also ask their 
members to donate food 
items to the local charity.
“I know how tough it can 
be for families, especially 
at this time of the year, 
for various reasons, so we 
were all delighted to be 
able, with our members, to 
contribute to this amazing 
community run project,” 
said Judith, who runs a 
Slimming World group in 
Coundon and Leeholme.
“Paul and Vivien run a 
group in Shildon and we 
are all like family,” she 
said. “We all visited the 
Shildon Alive Hub in Church 
Street and felt very moved 
and overwhelmed by the 
amazing projects they run.
“Paula Nelson was there 
to gratefully receive our 
donations and to advise us 
of what is most needed at 
the bank.”
Judith, Paul and Vivien 
now intend to donate on a 
regular basis.

In the run-up to Christmas, 
Durham County Council is 
encouraging everyone to 
speak to their local credit 
union to avoid giving them-
selves the unwanted gift of 
debt this year. 
With weekly payment 
stores charging several 
times the actual value of 
goods, and payday lenders 
offering easy money at ex-
orbitant rates of interest, 
people are being encour-
aged to save themselves 
from unfair and unmanage-
able debt. 
The council is working with 
Prince Bishops Community 
Bank and the North East 
First Credit Union, the 
two main credit unions for 
County Durham, to help 
spread the word that they 
can offer sensible loans and 
effective savings to their 
members.
As part of its support for 
the credit unions, the 
council has funded a new 
Apprentice-themed promo-
tional video to alert people 
to the dangers of using 

weekly payment stores. It 
highlights how a loan from 
a credit union could save 
Christmas shoppers £1,000 
by allowing them to buy a 
£500 iPad outright instead 
of signing up for weekly 
payments and eventually 
shelling out over £1,500 for 
the same item. 
People can save with 
confidence with County 
Durham’s credit unions as, 
like all banks and building 
societies, they are regu-
lated by the Prudential 
Regulation Authority, the 
Financial Conduct Author-
ity and are part of the 
Bank of England’s financial 
compensation scheme.
They currently have over 
£3 million deposited and 
council staff alone have 
saved and borrowed over 
£750,000 over the last 
three years through a 
salary savings scheme.
People can see the video 
and find out more about 
their local credit unions at 
www.durham.gov.uk/finan-
cialhelp.

Save  yourself  from 
debt  this  Christmas
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In Memoriam

Birthday Memories

Birthdays

Birthdays Birthdays

Classifieds
All about local people...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

To you and me there could 
never be another,

That’s how much we loved 
each other,

Some days I don’t know 
how I get through,
That’s how much 
I’m missing you.

One day it will happen,
I don’t know when,

But I know in my heart 
We will meet again.

Audrey Fitzgerald

Your loving Husband,
Dave

xxxxxxxx

18.12.13

Mother,
All our love

Audrey Fitzgerald

Michael, Melanie, 
Michaela

xxx

18.12.2013

I hide my tears when I say 
your name,

But the pain in my heart 
remains the same,

I might smile and seem 
care free,

But no one misses you, 
Mam, more than me

Audrey Fitzgerald

All my love always,
Elaine, Stephen

xxx

18.12.13

Grandma,
Missing you today just like 

I do every day, 
Love you so much

Audrey Fitzgerald

Love always,
Adam

xx

Our Granny held our hands 
for just a little while,

But will hold our hearts 
forever

Audrey Fitzgerald

Love and hugs,
Faye & Cody

xx

My Grandma knew what life 
was about,

No one left her house 
empty,

Without a hug,
Without a smile,

Without an ‘I Love You’.
She touched the heart 

and soul of everyone who 
met her, but none more 

than mine

Audrey Fitzgerald

Missing you always,
Christopher

XxX

07/01/43 - 18/12/13

In Memoriam

You left me beautiful 
memories, 

Your love is still my guide.
And though we cannot 

see you,
You’re always at my side.

Audrey Fitzgerald

Love always,
Gary, Nicola, Becky-Jo, 

Jammie, Jordan
xx

18.12.13

To me you were so special,
What more is there to say?

I wish with all my heart,
You were here today

Eleanor Barnes

Love Ann
xx

Died 15.12.09

Also remembering Dad,
Died 26.02.00

Thinking of you on your 
Birthday 

With sadness in our hearts,
For a very special person, 

From whom we had to part

Kathleen Robinson

Love from partner Richard 
& families

x

16.12.1943

It doesn’t take a Birthday, 
Son, to bring you to my 

mind,
For days without 
a thought of you

Are very hard to find

David Banks

Birthday Memories

Happy 80th Birthday.
Heartbroken you couldn’t 
be here to celebrate with 
us, Mam. So I’m sending 

you all our love, hugs, 
kisses and special Birthday 

Wishes to the most 
precious lady I’m so proud 

to call my Mam.

Liz Lundy

I will love you always and 
will miss you forever,
Love Jane & Pieter,

Forrest & Mia
xxx

Mam
18.12.2016

Happy Birthday to you both.
How much we miss you 

being here,  
We really cannot say.

The ache is deep 
inside our hearts

And never goes away

Denis Boddy

Love from Wife & Mam 
Dawn and all the family.

Merry Christmas 
to you both.

Nov 7th

Geraldine Henderson
Dec 20th

69 Years
Happy Birthday Grandma

Mrs Carrol Roe

From the boys

15.12.16

Daniel Johnson

Lots of love,
Mam, Dad, Victoria, Lewis, 

Kate & Harry
x

17.12.16

Happy 40th Birthday

40!

Nylah Grace Bewick

Love you all the world,
Aunty Lil & Kate

xxx

Happy 1st Birthday

Nylah Grace Bewick

Love Nana, 
Granda 

& Uncle Adam
xxx

17th December

Happy 1st Birthday Princess

Patrick Watson

All our love,
From Mam & Christian

xxxx

15.12.16

Happy 21st Birthday Son!!

Christmas Wishes

Wish family and friends a 
Merry Xmas and a Happy 

New Year.

Lily & Joe Best

For Sale

White Glass Punch Bowl
With six cups. £5.

Tel: 01388 774519

3, As New, Ladies 
Size 14 Coats

All £50 each. 1 = ¾ Length in 
real black leather. 2 = ¾ Length 

real tan leather, sheepskin, 
cream inside. 3 = Full length 

fawn classic wool coat with belt & 
back split.

Ring: 01388 774294

Found
Set of two keys

Found near Auckland Terrace 
Garages.

Contact the Crier: 775896

Two keys with fob
Found on Dean Street on 
Tuesday 6th December.

Contact the Crier: 775896

Dumpy Bags Firewood
Hardwood £30, Softwood £20 
until mid December. Behind 
Aqua Car Wash, Shildon.

07917 807 280



Friday 16th December 2016Shildon & District Town Crier Issue 797 Page 3

Shildon Town Council Offices 
will close for the festive 
period on Friday 23rd 
December and will re-open 
on Tuesday 3rd January.
The Shildon Community 

Safety Group office - based 
inside Shildon Town Council 
offices, will be closed 
between Friday 16th 
December and Friday 6th 
January.

Festive  Closures

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Civic  carol  service

Services
Carpets fitted & re-fitted

By time-served fitter
07985 350 188

Services
MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509 925

Christmas 
Messages

Why not send Seasons Greetings to your loved 
ones this Christmas with a message in The Crier?

Classifieds cost 42p per word, plus £7.20 for an 
optional photograph (VAT inc).

The Christmas edition of The Crier will be 
distributed on Wednesday 21st December. 
Therefore the deadline for submissions for this 
issue will be Monday 19th December at noon.

You can bring your classifieds to us upstairs in 
Shildon Town Council Building, Civic Hall Square, 
Shildon, DL4 1AH. Alternatively, submit your 
messages by email to crier@talk21.com and 
then call us on 01388 775896 to pay by card.

All messages must be submitted no later than 12 
Noon on deadline day.

The Mayor of Shildon, Cllr 
Trish Pemberton, is appeal-
ing for help from residents 
in her fund raising efforts 
for the NSPCC.
“I am not asking you for 
money on this occasion,” 
says Cllr Pemberton, “What 
I am hoping for is that you 
might be able to spare an 
hour or two on Wednesday, 
December 21st, to come 
down to Tesco’s at Tindale 
Crescent and lend us a hand 

with some bag packing.
“We will be down at 
Tesco’s from 9am to about 
4pm. You can come down 
for as little as an hour or 
stay longer if you would 
like to.
“We are allowed to bag 
pack at up to 8 of the tills 
at any one time. So if you 
have any time to spare, and 
would like to help, email 
me at trish.pemberton@
durham.gov.uk.

Mayor of Shildon, Cllr Trish Pemberton, and former Mayor of Bishop Auckland, Lee 
Brownson at a Tesco Bag Pack in July. 

Mayor  appeals  for  Christmas  
helpers

“I need to know when you 
are coming to make sure 
there is space for you and 
also to make arrangements 
for young people to get 
a letter signed by their 
parents to give them per-
mission to take part.
“Thank you very much 
indeed.  Let’s try to make 
£500 to support the vital 
work that the NSPCC is 
doing to make life safer and 
better for all our children.”

Shildon’s Civic Carol Service took place on Sunday 11th December at the Civic Hall. 
The venue was packed with children, residents and dignitaries who joined together to 
sing carols and enjoy entertainment from Thornhill School Choir (pictured), Shildon 
Salvation Army Band and the Tearaways Youth Theatre Group. 

Shildon Alive is encour-
aging anyone in need of 
support this Christmas 
to contact their Crisis 
Support Team for con-
fidential support and 
advice.
Community Development 
Worker, Paula Nelson, said, 
“We can also help with a 
four day crisis food parcel 
and we are also offering a 
brand new toy and selec-

tion box to each child in 
the family, to be collected 
on Thursday 22nd between 
1-4pm, courtesy of the 
staff at Deep Ocean.
“We also offer an advocacy 
service.” 
Contact Shildon Alive at 
19 Church Street on 01388 
417600 or 01388 417474. 
The centre will close for 
Christmas on Thursday 
22nd December at 4pm.

Crisis  support
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Dear Editor,

In response to the gentleman asking for information about past 
markets in the town, I enclose the following from our archive, which 
was from an account written by a Mr Nevison for an article in the 
local press some 40  years ago, when he himself was in his eighties:

“For many years Shildon market was held without statutory powers, 
and the Council was therefore unable to collect Market Tolls. The only 
remuneration the authority was able to obtain was in requiring stall-
holders to pay for the use of the stalls, which were the property of 
the ratepayers.

“In 1924 a Town's Meeting was held at which the section of the Act 
of Parliament was adopted, empowering the Council to hold a Market 
and to provide public weigh houses etc. Several legal formalities had 
then to be carried through, and eventually the market was held on 
a legal basis, the scale of Tolls being sanctioned by the Minister of 
Health". It is likely the markets at that time were held in Market 
Place, off Cheapside, hence the name. It would not have been called 
Market Place for any other reason.

“In the 1960s the market was held on Fridays at the bottom of Wesley  
Crescent, on the old Black Boy line, and was extremely popular, closing 
around 9pm in the evening. The market was eventually moved onto 
the town square, after its completion but in the space of a few years, it 
gradually declined until, when the last stall holder died in September 
2004 it ended completely.”

I hope this helps the man's case for establishing a new market in the 
town.

Alan Ellwood
The Shildon History Recall Society.

Letters
Have your say...

Dear Editor,

I am writing to you on behalf of Shildon Running and Athletics Club 
to object to the proposed removal of street lights on Busty Bank 
(Adelaide Bank) and the Shildon Bypass.

Shildon Running and Athletics Club has been established for over 
35 years and has an active junior and senior section with over 100 
members. We are a diverse and inclusive running club open to all 
abilities, and as such attract members from all over the county. The 
club runs two annual events, the Anne-Marie Readshaw Memorial 
Event, which is well attended by clubs from all over the North of 
England, and the Auckland Castle Trail Race where we work closely 
with Auckland Castle Trust. Our members represent Shildon nation-
ally on a regular basis at both junior and senior levels, and have been 
proud to wear the Shildon vest as far afield as New York and Boston as 
‘recreational’ runners. At present we also have a handful of members 
who are competing at national and international levels.

Our senior group meet three evenings a week, with up to 30 runners 
in each session. During the summer months we take advantage of our 
rural setting and run off road as much as possible, however during 
the winter we change our training regime to run on pavements as we 
need lighted paths but still need regular longer runs of up to 8 miles.

At least once a week we use one, or both, of the roads where the 
proposed lighting changes are. If the proposed changes are confirmed 
it would be too unsafe for the running club to use either route and we 
would be left with very limited long run opportunities that start and 
finish in Shildon. As we have several members training for springtime 
marathons (and have had every year) they may be forced  to move to 
other running clubs to train with and ultimately this may jeopardise 
the continuation of the senior group completely.

It was disappointing that once again Durham Council seem to have 
made decisions about the area without discussing potential issues with 
local groups, and in fact we only found out about the proposals via the 
Shildon Crier. We object strongly to the proposal to remove the street 
lights in Shildon.

Regards
 Gareth Shaw 
 Asst.  Secretary
Shildon Running & Athletic Club

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

There is still time to post 
letters to Santa this year. 
His post box can be found 
outside Shildon Alive at 
19 Church Street. It will 
remain there until Thursday 

22nd December when 
Santa will visit the Town 
Square from 11am–1pm to 
collect his post. Letters 
can also be given to him 
directly on the day.

Still  time  to  post  
letters  to  Santa

There is still time to write to Santa this year. His special 
postbox is situated outside Shildon Alive on Church St.

Paul North, aged 34, 
appeared at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ Court 
recently and pleaded guilty 
to four charges of shop 
theft. 
The offences occurred 
on 2nd September, when 
he stole a Remington 
Grooming Kit, valued at 
£69.99 from Boots in Bishop 
Auckland, on 18th Septem-
ber, when he stole two Oral 
B Toothbrushes, valued at 
£49.96 from B & M Bargains 
in Shildon and on 23rd 
November when he stole 
a Phillips Razor, valued at 
£82.95 from Boots in Bishop 
Auckland (later recovered), 

and three packs of razor 
blades, valued at £104.97 
from Boots in Darlington.
North, of Coronation 
Avenue, Shildon, had been 
stealing the items in order 
to sell them to obtain cash 
to purchase heroin. 
North had previously been 
on a methadone pro-
gramme but had started 
using the drug again. 
After hearing from the pro-
bation service, magistrates 
sentenced the defendant 
to a 12 month community 
order, to include 20 reha-
bilitation days and ordered 
him to pay £202.92 in com-
pensation and £85 in costs.   

Shop  thefts  to  feed 
drug  habit

99 Albert Street, Shildon, DL4 2DN

New Tyres - Various Brands
Very competitive prices
All fitted while you wait
We are stockists of Landsail Tyres

Tel: 01388 777689

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936
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FITNESS MEMBERSHIP FROM ONLY £19.99
Includes free swimming and classes.

ENJOY A FREE WORKOUT
with this ad

GOOD THINGS

sweat
COME TO THOSE THAT

LIFESTYLE FITNESS SHILDON
Shi ldon-Sunnydale Leisure Centre,  Shi ldon,  DL4 2EP 
Email:  sportandleisure@durham.gov.uk
Tel:  03000 266 448

*Term
s and conditions apply. Joining fee applies. Price shown is per m

onth based on a 12 m
onth Direct Debit m

em
bership.

The children of St John’s Primary sing Silent Night. 

A  touch  of  Christmas  Heaven
With the smell of Christ-
mas trees coupled with the 
sound of children singing, 
one parent described this 
year’s St. John’s Christingle 
as “a touch of Christmas 
Heaven”. 
With over two hundred 
children and eighty parents 
joining the 46 Christmas 
trees in Saint John’s Church 
the place was packed. 
Late-comers stood in the 
foyer watching the magical 
scene unfold as the child-led 
service was celebrated. 
A quiz featuring two 
teachers dressed as Christ-
mas trees created lots of 
laughter, while the singing 
of some traditional Christ-
mas carols brought a tear to 
the eye. 
The highlight of the service 
was the lighting of the 200 
Christingles, each one made 
of an orange, representing 
the world, with a candle, 
representing Jesus as the 
light of the world, inserted 
in the top. As the children 
carefully held their lit 
candles the lights were put 
out and Silent Night was 
sung.
Rev’d David commented 
afterwards, “Seeing this 

service come together, as 
the children make it their 
own, is always a very special 
part of our advent season. 
Our school is an outstanding 
school, and when you the 
see the way the children 
work so hard, while the 

teachers’ patience and 
kindness is exemplary you 
understand why.” 
The 45 minute service ended 
with a special showing of the 
short film Frozen Fever and 
a rousing round of applause 
for all involved.  

Caitlin braved the shave for the Little Princess Trust.
Fourteen-year-old Shildon 
lass, Caitlin Leigh Jardine 
has ‘braved the shave’ 
for cancer charity, Little 
Princess Trust after seeing 
her auntie going through 
cancer treatment earlier 
this year, during which she 
lost her hair.
Caitlin had her long locks 
shorn in a sponsored cut at 
Blush hairdressers in New 
Shildon on Saturday 10th 
December and raised over 

£390 for the charity.
Little Princess Trust 
provides real hair wigs free 
of charge to boys and girls 
across the UK and Ireland 
that have sadly lost their 
own hair due to cancer 
treatment and other ill-
nesses.
Caitlin’s mam Jill said: “I’m 
really proud of Caitlin for 
taking on this challenge and 
raising so much money for 
such a worthwhile charity.”

Braving  the  shave
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Providing a caring personal service available 
24 hours a day,  7 days a week.

Shildon Funeralcare
Elm Cottage, 85 Church Street, DL4 1DT 
01388 774 853
www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

Funeralcare

Pre-paid Funeral Plans - Memorial Masonry - Floral Tributes

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Aqua Hand Car Wash
Dabble Duck Industrial 

Estate Shildon. 
Car Wash to Full Valets

Tel: 07502 268 483 Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
is the venue for On Track, 
an exhibition by members 
of Durham Photographic 
Society, which celebrates 
the North East’s unique 
place in the history of the 
steam railway.
Steam engines weren’t 
invented in the North 
East, but pioneers such 
as the Stephensons and 
Hackworth developed 
the technology to new 
heights in a remarkably 
short space of time. The 
world’s first public railway, 
the Stockton & Darlington 
Railway, opened in 1825, 
and ran right past the site 
of Locomotion: The NRM at 
Shildon.
By the mid-20th century, 
other forms of power – 
mainly diesel and electric-
ity – were replacing the 
railway steam engine, but 
such was the affection 
for these magnificent fire 
breathing monsters that 
many escaped the scrap 
heap and were restored to 
running order.
The steam locomotive has 
had massive appeal for 
photographers for well over 
a century, and nowadays 
whenever a historic engine 
is turned out on the main 
line to haul a heritage 
charger train, crowds line 
the platform and linesides 
of the route to grab shots.
Members of Durham Pho-
tographic Society have 

been at the forefront of 
this branch of their art 
to produce On Track, a 
display of recent photo-
graphs, many of them shot 
in and around Locomotion: 
The NRM at Shildon and 
other North East railway 
sites such as Tanfield 
Railway, Beamish Museum, 
Bowes Railway and the 
North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway. 
The exhibition will be on 

display in the Collection 
Building at Locomotion 
from Wednesday January 
4th to Monday February 
13th.
Locomotion is open daily 
from 10am to 4pm (closed 
December 24th, 25th, 
26th and January 1st) and 
parking and admission are 
free of charge. 
For more information, 
call the museum on 01388 
777999.

Exhibition  is  ‘On  Track’

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

To Rent
3 Bedroomed mid-terrace 

house in Braithwaite 
Street, Shildon.

New kitchen, upstairs 
bathroom.

Rent £100 per week. 
Deposit £200.

Housing benefit welcome. 
No fees.

Available early January.

Tel: 07834 242 563

The children from Byerley Road Preschool looked fantastic in their Nativity costumes at St John’s Church. 

Preschoolers  wow  audiences  with  Nativity  
performance

Byerley Road Preschool’s 
annual nativity at St John’s 
Church was once again a 
brilliant occasion, with the 
church full of parents, rela-

tives and friends. 
Trainee curate, Frances, 
told the nativity story 
whilst the 3 and 4 year-old 
children performed and 
sang Christmas songs.

A spokesperson for the 
preschool also encouraged 
residents to go along to the 
church and see the Christ-
mas Tree Festival, saying, 
“Go and see the wonderful 

display. It made the chil-
dren’s performance even 
more special.”
The church will be open 
for viewings on Friday 16th 
Saturday 17th, Wednesday 

21st and Thursday 22nd 
December, between 10am 
– 4pm. 
There is no charge for ad-
mission but donations are 
welcome.

Advertise in The Crier and its 
sister papers, call
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@talk21.com

‘On the Right Track’, by Julian Harrop.

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280
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Join a Party Night

Join our Festive Celebrations with  
your friends, family and colleagues.

Celebrate your Christmas party in style and 
join us for a  3 course Festive Dinner with 

Coffee & Mince Pies and Disco until midnight.

£29.50 per person
Over 18’s only. Parties of 10 or less will 

be on tables with other guests, minimum 
numbers required for events to go ahead.

New Year’s Eve

Come and see the 
New Year in with us.

Celebrate in style with a Canapés and 
Bucks Fizz reception, before a sumptuous  
4 Course Dinner after which you can dance 

the night away to our live band.

£75.00 Adults
7pm arrival for 7.30pm sit down
Over 18’s only, black tie event,  

pre order required, parties of 10 or  
less may be joined with other guests.

Christmas Day Lunch

Let us take care of you  
on Christmas Day.

A truly special time for sharing your crackers 
with family and loved ones.

Enjoy canapés on arrival from 12pm in front 
of the roaring open fire, before being truly 

spoiled with your Christmas Lunch.

£75.00 Adults
Pre order required. Various seating  

will be allocated throughout the hotel.

Christmas & New Year 2016
at The George Hotel, Piercebridge

CALL US TODAY TO CHECK LATEST AVAILABILITY

CHRISTMAS 

FAYRE

AVAILABLE 

THROUGHOUT 

DECEMBER

LIMITED DATES AVAILABLE  
PLEASE CALL

CHILDREN £37.50
UNDER 3’S DINE FREE

 FIREWORKS AT MIDNIGHT 
PARTY UNTIL 2AM

GET IN TOUCH 01325 374576
Piercebridge, Darlington, County Durham, DL2 3SW

RESIDENTIAL PACKAGES AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE FESTIVE PERIOD FROM £120.00 PER PERSON

events@thegeorgehotelpiercebridge.com thegeorgehotelpiercebridge.com

Even the local police popped in to join in the fun; PCSO Michael Robson with Santa 
Claus and his helpers in Santa’s Grotto. 

Festive  fun  at  Holly  Lodge

A great day was had by all 
on Saturday 10th December, 
when Holly Lodge Care 
Home on Maddison Street 
held their Christmas Fair.
“We would like to thank 
everyone who worked very 
hard to make the day a 

great success, especially 
Bill and Elaine Campbell 
who gave up their af-
ternoon to be Mr & Mrs 
Santa Claus and give out 
presents to the residents 
and children who visited 
Santa’s Grotto,” said a 

spokesperson. “We would 
also like to thank everyone 
who attended and sup-
ported the fair.” 
The total raised at the 
event was £600, which will 
be contributed to the resi-
dents’ fund. 

South Durham Counselling 
Service held a Christmas 
Party on Monday 12th 
December, to celebrate 
the two community groups 
it hosts. 
Manager, Luan Deakin said: 
“May I say a huge thank 
you to those who helped 
organise the party, includ-
ing Deputy Mayor, Shirley 
Quinn.
“It was held to celebrate 
Fr iends@Foundat ions, 
which is a social isolation 
group in which we take 

part in  cooking, quizzes, 
crafts, karaoke and other 
activities and Woolies@
Foundations, a crochet 
and knitting group where 
we relax and chat while 
creating woolies. 
“We enjoyed a tasty lunch 
at the Civic Hall and festive 
vocals were provided by 
Blake Daniels.” 
Both groups will recom-
mence in the New Year on 
Wednesday 4th Jan for the 
Woolies and Monday 9th 
January for the Friends.

Counselling  service  
says  thank  you

The popular local history 
book Echoes of Shildon Past 
has been reprinted just in 
time for Christmas. 
The book, which docu-
ments life in Shildon from 
the Victorian era to the 
early 20th century contains 
many familiar local 
surnames. Costing £10, the 
book is available from the 
Crier and other outlets in 
the town.

Book  available  for  
Christmas
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Billy Greulich-Smith scores the first of a brace of penalties to pull Shildon level against 
Whitley Bay. The champions would go on to win the game 1-3. Photo:Tom Clegg

Shildon  keep  pace  with  leaders  
after  win  at  Whitley  Bay

Shildon AFC recovered from 
their surprise midweek 
defeat to Consett, where 
they led 0-2 with ten 
minutes to go, to record 
a 3-1 away win at Whitley 
Bay after going behind 
early in the match.
The win ensures the reigning 
champions keep pace with 
the leaders; North and 
South Shields also won 
while third place Morpeth 
Town had the weekend off 
and are now within a point 
of the Railwaymen. 
The net result of the 
midweek defeat is that 
Shildon cannot now surpass 
any of the top three sides 
with their games in hand 
and must instead rely on 
outperforming all their 
rivals in the second half 
of the season to hold on to 
their title.
Smarting from their 
midweek loss, the Rail-
waymen were soon behind 
again on Saturday when 
Whitley Bay took a 3rd 
minute lead. Alex Kemp-
ster’s cross found his strike 
partner, Chris Moore  who  
made no mistake to finish 
past Nick Liversedge in the 
Shildon goal.

However, the lead lasted 
just 10 minutes before 
Shildon were awarded a 
penalty which was dis-
patched by last season’s 
Northern League Player 
of the Year, Billy Greulich-
Smith.
Bay could have retaken the 
lead just three minutes 
later when Shildon were 
caught out by a quick 
throw-in, but the visitors 
were relieved to see Tom 
Potter’s lob hit the side 
netting with Liversedge 
beaten.
The miss saw the advan-
tage swing in favour of the 
Railwaymen who soon took 
control of the game and, 
after creating a number 
of chances, were awarded 
another penalty ten 
minutes from the break. 
Greulich-Smith stepped 
up again and confidently 
sent his penalty into the 
opposite corner to his first 
for a half time lead.
Shildon kept up their 
first half momentum in 
the second period, with 
Lewis Wing stinging the 
palms of Bay ‘keeper, Tom 
Flynn when he let fly from 
distance.

With 20 minutes to play, 
the same player, who is 
having an exceptional 
season to date, made 
no mistake in increasing 
Shildon’s lead, firing home 
from the tightest angle, 
possibly with the aid of 
a deflection, to put clear 
and unassailable distance 
between the sides.
Shildon will now host New-
castle Benfield on Saturday 
17th December at Dean 
Street before a triple bill 
of local derbies over the 
festive period.
The Railwaymen visit 
troubled Newton Aycliffe 
on the evening of Tuesday 
20th. The club sacked 
manager Peter Dixon after 
trouble at the end of their 
recent FA Vase match 
against Morpeth Town. 
They then failed to raise a 
team for their subsequent 
league match against 
Jarrow Roofing for which 
they will expect further 
punishment. 
On Boxing Day, Shildon 
host  Bishop Auckland and 
then visit West Auckland 
on Tuesday 3rd January in 
a Durham Challenge Cup 
Second Round tie.

Owner 
Drivers 

Required
Contact Cables Taxis 
in Bishop Auckland 

on 01388 602313

Heating & 
Plumbing Services

Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing

Repairs 
Upgrades

All Plumbing & Gas Work
Free Quotes

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998
Ferryhill Based

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

Last Sunday Shildon 
Football Club hosted the 
FA Sunday Cup tie between 
Locomotion FC of Newton 
Aycliffe and Hardwick 
Social Club of Stockton.
Both sides contained 
several Northern League 
players with Stockton 
winning the game which 
was watched by 150 spec-
tators. 
The Locomotion are 
managed by Aycliffe-born 
Jason Steele, the current 
first choice goalkeeper for 

Championship club Black-
burn Rovers. Jason said: 
“We are grateful to Shildon 
for the use of their top 
class facilities.
“They are a well run club  
who have big plans.”
Norman Smith, grounds-
man, social club manager  
and director of Shildon AFC 
said: “It was a pleasure 
hosting both clubs and their 
fans. This was another step 
in our plans to involve the 
club in the wider commu-
nity.”

Shildon  host  FA  
Sunday  Cup  tie

Shildon AFC director, Norman Smith with Locomotion 
FC manager, Jason Steele, who is also the first choice 
goalkeeper for Blackburn Rovers.

The fourth annual Shildon 
AFC Supporters Club Super 
Santa Sunday takes place 
this weekend (Sunday 18th 
December).
Tickets can be purchased 
on the door at the Civic 
Hall on Sunday with the 
event starting at 2.30pm 
and running until 8pm.
Headlining the show will 
be one of the North East’s 
most popular bands, The 
Scandals, followed by a 
disco and plenty of Christ-
mas tunes. 
Although not essential, 
Santa costumes are highly 
recommended to add to 
the fun atmosphere.
Supporters Club Lottery 
tickets will also be on sale 
on the day, with one ticket 
bought at the show guar-
anteed to win £200 in the 
Super Santa Sunday lotto 
draw. 

For regular lottery players,  
the Sunday lottery draw 
will also take place at the 
event, so will be drawn 
slightly earlier than usual.
At last Sunday’s draw the 
numbers out of the bag 
were: 1, 2, 4, 6, 16 and 18. 
The consolation prize of 
£25 was won by G Dawson 
of Shildon.
The jackpot now rolls over 
to £550 and players need 
to select the winning 6 
number combination from 
the remaining 17 numbers 
to take home the jackpot 
on Super Santa Sunday.
Over the festive period, 
the Boxing Day draw 
will take place after the 
Shildon v Bishop Auckland 
match. 
The New Year’s Day draw 
will then take place as 
normal, during the event 
at Shildon AFC social club.

Super  Santa  Sunday   
this  weekend


