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MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS

TEL: 01388 778070
AIR-CON
RE-GAS 

ONLY £40

Volunteers, Val Owens and Pam Petty enjoy a well-earned break during St John’s 
record breaking Christmas Fayre last Saturday. 

Record  breaking  fund  raisers  
at  St  John’s  Christmas  Fayre

Saint John’s Christmas 
Fayre was a record breaker 
last Saturday with hundreds 
of local people pouring 

through the church. 
Cries of “Ho Ho Ho” could 
be heard as Santa arrived 
in his grotto with just over 

160 children queueing to 
receive a gift from his 
magical sack. 
Meanwhile the sound of 
bells brought a whole 
new meaning to ‘Christ-
mas bells’ as a ‘mini-ring’ 
described as looking like 
a pithead was set up 
between the choir stalls.
With people of all ages 
waiting to take a turn, the 
sound of the bells echoed 
throughout the morning.
The fayre was opened by 
Shildon Mayor, Councillor 
Trish Pemberton and Rev’d 
David applauded the hard 
work and commitment she 
has shown as a representa-
tive of this community.
With the church packed 
with local charities and 
craft groups, the chat and 
laughter pointed to the 
many friendships enriched 
and conversations shared.
The day ended with just 
over £3,200 raised for 
church funds, a record to 
date, and much more for 
the many other groups rep-
resented. 

Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Our office hours are

Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri 10am - 2pm. Closed Wed.
Or  by appointment on

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

UNISON, the union rep-
resenting the majority of 
County Durham teaching 
assistants, has announced 
it is calling off strike action 
that was due to affect 
schools across County 
Durham this week and 
next, so that talks aimed 
at solving the dispute can 
take place.
The school support staff 
employed by Durham 
County Council had been 
about to take their fifth 
day of action  on Thursday 
1st December, followed by 
a further three days next 
week.
But following the an-
nouncement that the 
council would be suspend-
ing its plans to dismiss and 
re-employ the teaching 
assistants on new contracts 
from January, UNISON 
decided this was enough to 
call off the strikes.
UNISON Northern regional 
secretary Clare Williams 
said: “Disputes are only 
ever solved through nego-

tiation. At last there can 
be proper talks, without 
the threat of huge pay cuts 
hanging over teaching as-
sistants’ heads.
“Everyone is hoping that 
councillors now act in 
good faith, abandon their 
pay cut plans once and for 
all, and show how much 
they value their brilliant 
teaching assistants.”
UNISON general secretary 
Dave Prentis said: “This is 
an important step in the 
fight to protect Durham 
teaching assistants from 
pay cuts that would mean 
financial hardship for 
families who are already 
struggling. But there’s still 
plenty of work to do in the 
weeks ahead to make sure 
school support staff don’t 
lose out.
“Thankfully the county 
council has been listen-
ing and – realising it was 
up against the incredible 
passion and dedication of 

Council  agrees  to  
suspend  TA  sackings

Continued on page 7

Book online at
www.garnettscoaches.com

or call 01388 604419

3rd December 2016
York Xmas Shopping   £15.50 / £14.50

4th December 2016
Manchester Xmas Shopping   £17.00 / £16.00

10th December 2016
Leeds Market   £12.50 / £11.50

10th December 2016
Liverpool Xmas Shopper   £16.00 / £15.00
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In Memoriam Birthdays

Classifieds
All about local people...

“It was” said Rev’d David 
“a lovely community event, 
supported by the commu-
nity, and run for the com-
munity. 
“The money raised goes 
back into the town through 

the careful maintenance of 
our beautiful building, the 
running of the many youth 
and children’s works, our 
community projects and 
much more. 
“I am just so grateful to 
everyone who gets behind 
us and makes a difference.”

From page 1

St  John’s  record  
breaking  Fayre

As each day dawns
And starts anew,
As each day ends

I think of you.
And in between

No matter where,
As the years pass by

You are always in my heart

James Morris (Jim)

Sadly missed,
Loving Wife Janet

& family

Nov 28th, 2000

Gordon Bennett

Always in our thoughts and 
hearts and so sadly missed,

Joan and family

Treasured memories of a 
dearly loved and talented 
gentleman taken from us 

10 years ago

Birthdays

Molly Beth Hewitt

All our love,
Mam & Dad

4th December

“21st”

Molly Beth Hewitt

Love from Lauren, Jay, 
Kenyon

21st

Molly Beth Hewitt

Love from Grandad, Diane, 
Conner & Brooke

21st

Molly Beth Hewitt

Love from Carrie-Ann, 
Wayne, Ashton & Alexis

21st

Acknowledgements

Cook
The family of the late 
Ivy Cook would like to 

thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their 
kindness, condolences 
and donations. Rev’d 

Linda Dodds for the care 
with which she prepared 

and delivered the service. 
To Mavis and Denis and 
family, Hilda and family 
for the happiness and 

togetherness over many 
years as good neighbours.

Love to you all
x

Found

Services

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509 925

Man with Van
Cheap and Reliable 

Single items to full house moves
Tel Colin on 07845 316041

Hair Design
Mobile hairdresser 

Over 25 years experience
OAP reduced rates

Call  Lynn on 079042 19997

Gold Bracelet
Found around August 2016 in 

Lilac Court.
Contact the Town Crier

Ladies’ Gloves
Fur lined. Left in St John’s 
Church on Saturday 26th 

November.
Contact the Town Crier

For Sale
Dumpy Bags Firewood

Hardwood £30, Softwood £20 
until mid December. Behind 
Aqua Car Wash, Shildon.

07917 807 280

Christmas 
Messages

Why not send Seasons Greetings to your loved 
ones this Christmas with a message in The 
Crier?

Classifieds cost 35p per word, plus £6 for an 
optional photograph.

The Christmas edition of The Crier will be 
distributed on Wednesday 21st December. 
Therefore the deadline for submissions for this 
issue will be Monday 19th December at noon.

You can bring your classifieds to us upstairs 
in Shildon Town Council Building, Civic Hall 
Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH. Alternatively, submit 
your messages by email to crier@talk21.com 
and then call us on 01388 775896 to pay by 
card.

All messages must be submitted no later than 
12 Noon on deadline day.

Friday 2nd December at 
4.15pm sees the start of 
the Christmas Season in 
Shildon with the Chamber 
of Trade Christmas Market 
taking place throughout 
the day, followed by the 
annual Christmas Proces-
sion and Christmas tree 
lights switch on in the late 
afternoon.
For Christmas inspiration, 
look no further than the 
Chamber of Trade’s Christ-
mas Market, which will be 
open from 10am until 5pm 
with stalls spread out along 
along Church Street.
A wide range of traders 
will be selling all manner 
of Christmas goods, from 
Christmas wreaths to 
festive treats. 
There will be lots to see 
and do, including perfor-
mances in the Town Square 
from Timothy Hackworth 
School at 11am followed by 
Thornhill Brass Band and 
and Thornhill Choir from 
2.15pm.
A spokesperson said: 

“You’ll be sure to find that 
perfect Christmas gift, 
so come along for some 
festive  fun and  Christmas 
cheer.”
Everyone wishing to attend 
the Christmas Proces-
sion should  gather at the 
Bus Station end of Church 
Street where Santa will 
take his place at the head 
of the procession.
He will then lead everyone 
back towards the Town 
Square where carols will be 
performed by pupils from 
Thornhill Primary School 
Choir. 
This will be followed by 
a short address from the 
Town Mayor, Councillor 
Trish Pemberton before 
the official Christmas Tree 
lights switch on. 
The free festive family fun 
will continue at the Civic 
Hall from 5pm until 7pm, 
with Mr Twister; a chil-
dren’s disco, a table top 
sale, face painting and nail 
art along with children’s 
rides.

Christmas  Market  
and  Procession

Do you have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is delivered 
to around 6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each

(01388) 775 896

@ShildonCrier
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Shildon’s inspirational young people gathered at Shildon Civic Hall to celebrate and be 
celebrated in this year’s SCYPAN Awards.   

Inspirational  Shildon  youth  
celebrated  at  SCYPAN  Awards

The hugely successful 
2016 SCYPAN Children & 
Young Peoples Awards at-
tracted large numbers of 
applications from across 
the Shildon area with 38 
nominations across seven 
categories, which included 
six teams and 32 individu-
als.
The SCYPAN Awards night is 
an opportunity for Shildon 
to celebrate the achieve-
ments of its inspirational 
children and young people 
who show dedication and 
commitment and are won-
derful role models.
The Civic Hall played host 
to the awards and provided 
a befitting venue for the 
event, with guests enter-
tained by performances 
from St John’s CofE Primary 
School Choir and the TYKES 
(The Young Kids Entertain-
ment School).  
Sponsorship of this year’s 
event came from Town 
Mayor, Councillor Trish 
Pemberton and Council-

lor  Henry Nicholson, livin, 
CATS & TYKES groups and 
Darlington Chair Cover 
Hire.
The awards categories 
were presented by a range 
of individuals.
David Priestly, Executive 
Head Teacher of Greenfield 
Community College pre-
sented the Performing Arts 
Award to  Timothy Hack-
worth  Afterschool Dance 
Group supported by Clare 
Meadows. 
Lucy Brenkley of parklife 
presented the Sports Award 
to Anthony Marley, with 
Nathaniel Kitching receiv-
ing a Special Recognition.
The Young Person’s Choice 
award, presented by Sandy 
Denney of Three Towns 
AAP went to Tracey Lee.
The Community Champion 
Award, presented by Town 
Mayor, Cllr Trish Pember-
ton, was won by Timothy 
Hackworth School Council.
In the School Awards, 
Greenfield Commu-

nity College, Sunnydale 
campus’ joint winners, pre-
sented by teacher Keiron 
Barker, were Ellie Geary 
and  Sydney Cassidy. 
Head, Lynn Bolton present-
ed the Timothy Hackworth 
Primary School award to 
Timothy Hackworth Energy 
Eagles.  
St John’s CofE Primary 
School’s winner was Kyle 
Allison, presented by Head, 
Andrew Farnell and Thorn-
hill Primary School chose 
Charlotte Coulls for its 
award, presented by Head, 
Sally Green.
The Chloe Clark Special 
Achievement & Recognition 
Award was presented by 
Malcolm Gray from livin to 
Charlotte Walker.
A spokesperson for SCYPAN 
said: “Congratulations to 
all the Children and Young 
People who were nominat-
ed this year and well done 
to all this year’s winners, 
who are an inspiration to 
us all.

Santa will be fitting two 
weekend visits to Locomo-
tion: The National Railway 
Museum at Shildon into his 
busy Christmas schedule in 
December.
He will be at the museum  
on Saturday 10th and 
Sunday 11th, and again on 
Saturday 17th, and Sunday 
18th.
Tickets for these Santa 
Christmas Special events 
are on sale now. 

The ticket price includes 
a diesel train ride, magic 
show, craft activity and 
music - plus a gift from 
Santa for every child, and 
refreshments for adults.
For more information, 
call the museum on 01904 
685780 or email locomo-
tion@nrm.org.uk
Each event has free admis-
sion and free parking, and 
will be open from 10am to 
4pm.

Santa’s  Locomotion 
Christmas  Specials

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Redworth House Care 
Home is holding a Christ-
mas Fayre on Saturday 3rd 
December 2016 from 11am 
til 3pm. 
There will be a tombola, 

raffle and bric-a-brac stall. 
“Please come along to have 
a look,” said a spokesper-
son. “Anything raised goes 
towards activities for our 
clients.”

Redworth  House  
Christmas  Fayre

Dr Richard Pears will visit 
Middridge Village Hall on 
Thursday 8th December 
at 7.30pm, where he will 
give an illustrated talk to 
Middridge Village History 
Society entitled: A Neces-
sary History - The British 
Toilet.

Dr Pears will trace the 
long history of the smallest 
room from Scara Brae to 
the space age.
“Please come and join us 
for this ‘necessary’ talk,” 
encouraged a member of 
the history society, “Mince 
pies are included!”

A  necessary  talk  at  
History  Society

Advertise in 
The Shildon & District

Town Crier
Contact Jeff Ridley on

(01388) 775896 or 0790 999 2731
or email crier@talk21.com
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Shildon Spiritualist Church 
is pleased to welcome 
Minister Linda Bradley to 
be its guest, taking the 
Service on Sunday 4th 
December.
The Service will begin at 

6pm and as usual refresh-
ments will be available 
afterwards. Tickets for the 
church’s Christmas Raffle 
are on sale and can be 
purchased from its church 
president.

Spiritualist  service  
welcomes   minister

Steve McGarvie conducted his singers with the merged voices of Bishop Auckland 
Sound Waves Community Choir and Darlington Vocal Soul Community Choir at Bishop 
Auckland Methodist Church in association with Durham Dales Breath Easy Group.  

Providing a caring personal service available 
24 hours a day,  7 days a week.

Shildon Funeralcare
Elm Cottage, 85 Church Street, DL4 1DT 
01388 774 853
www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

Funeralcare

Pre-paid Funeral Plans - Memorial Masonry - Floral Tributes

The Children in Distress 
store in Church Street is 
holding a Christmas Raffle.
With over forty festive 
gifts, there’s something for 
everyone. Prizes include 
food hampers, homeware, 

jewellery, cuddly toys, 
perfume, aftershave, 
boxed gift sets, wine, 
chocolates and many more.
Call in now for tickets. 
Winners will be drawn on 
Monday 19th December.

Children  in  Distress  
Christmas  raffle

Saint John’s annual Advent 
Carol Service with Tree 
of Remembrance will be 
on Sunday December 4th 
starting at 6pm. 
There will be an opportu-
nity during the service to 
write down the name of a 
loved one and hang it on 
the tree. 

Rev’d David commented 
that: “Even though 
someone has died, they 
remain a part of our lives 
and remembering them 
at this family orientated 
time of year is a lovely way 
of saying that they still 
matter because they never 
stop mattering.”

St  John’s  Advent  
Carol  Service

The Civic Unity Carol 
Service, organised by 
the Mayor of Shildon and 
Churches Together in 

Shildon, is taking place on 
Sunday 11th December at 
6pm at the Civic Hall. All 
are welcome!

Civic  Unity  
Carol  Service

The Salvation Army in Cross 
Street, Shildon, is to host a 
Community Choir Christ-
mas Concert on Sunday 4th 
December at 6pm.

The event will be followed 
by refreshments, includ-
ing mince pies and all are 
welcome to go along and 
join in with the festivities.

Salvation  Army  
Christmas  Concert

Durham Dales Breath Easy 
Group held a concert at 
Bishop Auckland Methodist 
Church on 17th November  
for World COPD (Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease) Awareness Day.
Shildon’s Harry Brown, 
Chairman of the Breathe 
Easy Group, addressed a 
packed audience about the 
necessity of making people 
aware of the present-day 
escalation in lung disease.
He said sufferers can obtain 
advice and help every first 
Thursday of each month 
at a 2pm meeting in the 
church.  (For further 

details call 01388 773652.)
For the evening’s enter-
tainment, Harry intro-
duced music director, 
Steve McGarvie and his 
singers, Bishop Auckland 
Sound Waves Community 
Choir and Darlington Vocal 
Soul Community Choir. 
The choirs merged to form 
a mass of singers filling the 
entire altar area. 
After each song, Steve’s 
colourful personal-
ity and witticisms amused 
everyone. 
His superb conducting 
mastery ensured the choir 
exuded quality vocals that 

enthralled the audience. 
The repertoire included old 
and new songs as well as 
those recorded by Queen, 
Elvis Presley and Take That. 
Having delivered a delight-
ful and stupendous perfor-
mance, Steve and his choir 
received two deserving 
standing ovations before 
Harry thanked everyone 
and brought the concert to 
a close. 
After expenses, concert 
proceeds realised £710 
to be apportioned to the 
British Lung Foundation 
and local Respiratory 
Nursing Groups.

Choirs  perform  in  lung  
charities  fund raiser

This  week  in  History

Channel Tunnel sections 
started from the United 
Kingdom and France meet 
40 metres beneath the 
seabed.

1 December 1990

In a nationally broadcast 
speech, Cuban leader 
Fidel Castro declares that 
he is a Marxist–Leninist 
and that Cuba is going to 
adopt Communism.

2 December 1961

An assassination attempt 
is made on Bob Marley. He 
is shot twice, and plays a 
concert two days later.

3 December 1976

U.S. President Woodrow 
Wilson sails for the World 
War I peace talks in Ver-
sailles, becoming the first 
US president to travel to 
Europe while in office.

4 December 1918

Great Smog: A cold fog 
descends upon London, 
combining with air pol-
lution and killing at least 
12,000 in the weeks and 
months that follow.

5 December 1952

Colonel Thomas Pride 
of the New Model Army 
purges the Long Parliament 
of MPs sympathetic to King 
Charles I of England, in 
order for the King’s trial 
to go ahead; came to be 
known as “Pride’s Purge”.

6 December 1648
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Staff from Shildon’s Factory Shop raised funds for Make a Wish with their two-hour 
clubbathon at the Railway Institute on Sunday. 

Factory  Shop  staff  work  their  
socks  off  for  charity  funds

Staff at TOFS (The Original 
Factory Shop) took part in 
a charity clubbathon,  club-
bercise for two hours - on 
Sunday 27th November to 
raise money for the Make A 
Wish Foudation, the charity 

which  grants magical wishes 
to enrich the lives of children 
and young people fighting 
life-threatening conditions. 
A spokesperson said: “We 
raised £1,450 and would like 
to thank all our customers 

and friends who sponsored 
us, the Railway Institute 
for letting us use the venue 
and fitness coach, Robert 
Proud for giving up his free 
time to make us dance our 
socks off!”

VISIT THE 
SHOWHOME 

FOR A CHANCE 
TO WIN A LUXURY 

HAMPER EVERY 
WEEKEND IN 
DECEMBER*

PRICES 

FROM ONLY 

£84,000**

WITH HELP 

TO BUY

NEW YEAR NEW CHAPTER
Don’t miss these fantastic deals
FREE CARPETS*  |  FREE TURF*  |  LEGAL FEES PAID* 

Start your new chapter. Beautiful homes. Perfect location.

Get in touch 0330 353 0056  |  www.chapterhomes.co.uk
Eden Field, Woodham Way, Newton Aycliffe, DL5 4QZ | Luxury showhomes now open Thurs - Mon 10am - 5pm

*Plots within phase 1A and 1B only. Terms and conditions apply. Full details on request. ** Price quoted is for the two bedroom Chad property and based on full selling price at £112,000. Prices 
correct at time of going to print. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. Images are for illustrative purposes only 
and may include optional upgrades at additional cost.

Holly Lodge Care Home on 
Maddison Street, Shildon, 
will be holding their Christ-
mas Fair on Saturday 10th 
December from 1-3pm. 
There will be lots of fun 
things to do including a 
raffle, tombola and cake 
stall. Santa Claus will also 
be visiting. 
A spokesperson said: 

“Everyone is welcome to 
come along to the Christ-
mas Fair and, while you are 
here, why not visit Santa 
in his grotto and receive a 
gift. 
“If you would like to visit 
Santa Claus and receive 
a gift, tickets can be pur-
chased from Holly Lodge 
for £2 per person.”

Holly  Lodge  
Christmas  Fair

The Busy Bees Charity 
Bus will be travelling to 
Boundary Mill and Highly 
Gate on Saturday 10th 

December. 
To book a seat on the trip 
for £12, call Marion on 
01388 774519.

Busy  Bees  Charity Bus

Need to check council 
decisions, boundaries and 

rights of way, or obtain copies 
of baptisms or marriage in  

church certificates?
Want to trace your family 

history or find out what life was 
like in your home town?

Then contact Durham County 
Council’s Archives Service on:

03000 267 619
record.office@durham.gov.uk

www.durhamrecordoffice.org.uk
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Shanaya Atkinson-Jones has won through to the national 
final of Open Mic UK at Birmingham’s NEC in January.

Come along from 5-7pm to find out about  
full-time courses and apprenticeships in: 

 

Fabrication | Welding 
Toolmaking | Machining 
Maintenance | Electrical 

 
South West Durham Training 
Aycliffe Business Park, DL5 6AT 

Open Evenings 2016/17 
13th December & 10th January 

www.swdt.co.uk   
01325 313194   
recruitment@swdt.co.uk 

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience

Shildon Gardens & 
Allotments Guild

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

Open Sundays only from 8.30am - 11.30am

 70lt Mother Earth  
 Multi-purpose compost 3 for £12
 Perlite / Vermiculite From £3 each
 John Innes Compost  
 Nos 1, 2 & 3 From £3 each
 Grow Organic £7.15 
	 Paraffin	4lt	bottle	 £4
 Sulphur Candles £5

 All in store now:
 Bailed Peat | Fish Blood & Bone 
 Trench Fertiliser |  Basamid |   
	 Calcified	Seaweed	plus	many	more

Shanaya  wins  through  to  Open  
Mic  UK  National  Grand  Final
Former Greenfield Com-
munity College student 
Shanaya Atkinson-Jones, 
19, has secured a place in 
the National Grand Final at 
UK Open Mic to take place 
at the NEC Birmingham on 
Saturday 25th January.
The journey has taken her 
from auditions to the live 
regional final at The Tyne 
Theatre and Opera House, 
Newcastle and onto one of 
five area semi-finals which 
took place at Dewsbury 
Town Hall.  
There were 23 semi-final-
ists at Dewsbury who had 
travelled from Newcastle, 
Glasgow, Sheffield and Not-
tingham.
Singing Listen by Beyonce 
in true Diva style, Shanaya 
not only had the audience 
on their feet but some 
were reduced to tears after 
the heartfelt, passionate 
and powerful performance.
As Shanaya left the stage 
to continued applause, the 
compere said: “She has 
that look on her face saying 
I just nailed that and nail it 
she did, such a big song, an 
amazing performance!”
With only three places 

in the Grand Final up for 
grabs, Shanaya was de-
lighted to learn that she 
had won through.
Mum, Belinda, Gran 
Sheila and Grandad John 
Atkinson, Life President of 

Shildon AFC, cried tears 
of joy and hugged each 
other tight, knowing that 
this potentially could give 
Shanaya the opportunity to 
live her dream and sing for 
a living.

Shildon Railway & Institute
Saturday 3rd December

Guest Act
KIERON BOSTON

Plus Roger’s Disco 
Tickets £3 on the door

Aqua Hand Car Wash
Dabble Duck Industrial 

Estate Shildon. 
Car Wash to Full Valets

Tel: 07502 268 483

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

Busy  Bees   
Christmas  Draw
Shildon’s beloved fundrais-
ing group, The Busy Bees, 
held their Christmas draw 
on Monday 28th November. 
The winners and prizes are 
as follows;
- 1st: Bottle of Gordon’s 
Gin, Doris Humble;
- 2nd: Bottle of QC Sherry, 
Mavis Ewbank;
3rd: Black Handbag; Alice 
Grindley;
- 4th: Floral Decoration, 
Marie Donavan;
- 5th: Special Chocolate 
Box, D Sadler;
- 6th: M&S Shower Radio 

Gift, E Pye;
- 7th: Bottle Sangria, A 
Fletcher;
- 8th: Teddy / Opulence 
Perfume, Kaz (Clems)
- 9th: Four pack Echo Falls, 
M Lynch;
- 10th: Grizzly Bear Hugs 
Wine, P Robinson;
- 11th: Prosecco, P Humble;
- 12th: Baylis & Harding 
Gift Set, J Best;
- 13th: Charlie - Unwrap 
Your Dreams, Mary S;
- 14th: Chenin Blanc Wine, 
M Jones.
- 15th: Shiraz Wine, K 
Cooke.
If you are a lucky winner, 
call 01388 774519 to claim 
your prize.

Support your 
local paper!
Please mention 
The Town Crier 

when responding to 
Advertisments
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Alfie Willets and Thomas Watson will be joining Darling-
ton-based Cepac from South West Durham Training. 

Engineering  students  secure  
local  apprenticeships 
Three students studying 
on full-time engineering 
courses at South West 
Durham Training (SWDT) 
have recently been suc-
cessful in securing appren-
ticeships at PSP and Cepac. 
All three apprentices 
joined SWDT in Septem-
ber to gain skills in their 
respective fields within 
engineering and have 
already been snapped up 
by companies who are 
new to working with SWDT 
and who were looking to 
strengthen their work-
force.
Linton Hollins, aged 16 
from St Helens, Bishop 
Auckland, attended King 
James Academy until June 
last year and started his 
practical training in fabri-
cation and welding. Linton 
has since secured an ap-
prenticeship with PSP in 
Shildon who manufacture 
rain screen systems and 
metal fabrications.
Alfie Willetts from Fer-
ryhill and Thomas Watson 
from Barnard Castle, both 
also aged 16, have recently 
gained maintenance ap-
prenticeships with Dar-
lington based corrugated 
packaging supplier, Cepac.
A spokesperson for SWDT 
said: “South West Durham 

Training has built a strong  
relationship with new and 
existing companies based 
in the region due to its 50 
year experience of provid-
ing students with the skills 
they require to progress on 
to an apprenticeship.
“We are currently recruit-
ing for our next intake of 
full-time students who to 
start with us in September 
2017. 

“We are currently offering 
courses in Machining, Fab-
rication & Welding and 
Electrical & Maintenance. 
“Come along to our next 
Open Evening at Aycliffe 
Business Park on Tuesday 
13th December from 5-7pm 
to find out more about our 
courses and the centre 
or contact Kirsty Haden-
Collier on 01325 313194 for 
more information.”

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Shildon’s youngsters are 
invitied to enjoy some 
festive fun ate Shildon 
Leisure Centre and 
Athletics Track on Monday 
19th December.
The Leisure Centre will 
host a Christmas Party for 
youngsters aged 3-11 years 
from 1.30-3pm. Under 5s 
need parental supervision.
Activities will include 
Christmas crafts, Christmas 
games and a visit from 
Santa, including a gift.
Entry to the event will cost 
£4.50 but includes entry to 
the family Elf Run at the 

Athletics Track which takes 
place immediately after 
the party, from 3pm - 4pm.
The Elf Run can also be 
attended by anyone who 
did not go to the party for 
the reduced entry fee of 
£2.
Each child taking part in 
the fun run will receive 
a free Elf hat! and all 
children under 8 years 
must be accompanied by 
an adult.
To book a place, call 
in at the leisure centre 
reception or call 03000 
266448.

Christmas  fun  at  
leisure  centre

Durham County Council has 
successfully prosecuted 
eight people for dropping 
litter.
The council took three men 
and five women to court - 
including a 45 year-old 
woman from Ruby Street 
in Shildon - under the En-
vironmental Protection Act 
1990, as part of its ongoing 
efforts to reduce enviro-
crime in the county.
All were convicted of 
offences committed in the 
County Durham area since 
May, in their absence at 
Darlington Magistrates 
Court. 
They were each given £100 
fines and ordered to pay 
costs of £130 and a victim 
surcharge of £30.
Ian Hoult, Durham County 
Council’s neighbourhood 

protection manager, said: 
“We are all rightly proud 
to live and work in such 
a beautiful county and 
no-one wants to see our 
towns and villages strewn 
with litter.
“Our communities continue 
to tell us this is something 
they want us to tackle and 
it is not difficult to put 
rubbish in bins or take it 
home.
“We issue fixed penalty 
notices to anyone we see 
dropping litter and have 
prosecuted these eight 
people who have not paid. 
“These cases show we will 
not tolerate litter and that 
we will take action against 
those who drop it.”     
To report litter online visit: 
http://www.durham.gov.
uk/litter.

Eight  prosecuted  for 
dropping  litter

SENSORY IMPAIRMENT SUPPORT
Support and advice relating to all kinds of 
sensory loss, including equipment to try, 
contacts for support groups, and help for 
people who want to return to work or start 
work can be arranged 
by phoning 

03000 26 79 79
Or visiting www.durham.
gov.uk/sensorysupportteam

its teaching assistants and 
the support of an entire 
community – has decided 
upon a different approach. 
Councillors now have a real 
opportunity to show they 
value the work of these 
vital education staff, and 
to pay them what they 
deserve.”
John Hewitt, Corporate 
Director of resources at 
Durham County Council, 
said: “I am pleased to 
say these talks have been 
positive and productive 
and an agreement has been 
reached which means to-

morrow’s industrial action 
by Teaching Assistants in 
Unison has been called off.
“We are clear that an equal 
pay risk exists that needs to 
be addressed. However it is 
also important to properly 
examine aspects of the 
employment of teaching 
assistants which merit 
further review given some 
of the information which 
has come to light recently.  
“We have agreed to under-
take a review of teaching 
assistants’ role, function, 
job description and activi-
ties within the breadth of 

Unions  call  off  strike  action  as  
Council  suspend  TA  dismissals

school activities, to estab-
lish whether current job 
descriptions adequately 
describe the role being 
undertaken. 
“This review will not 
re-open the single status 
agreement currently in 
place. The timescale for 
its completion is by the 1 
September 2017. 
“To enable this to take 
place, as an act of good 
will, we have agreed we 
will suspend the dismissal 
and re-engage process 
while the review is under-
taken within the timescale 
above.
“This is a very complex 
situation and it has also 
resulted in us having 
further discussions with 
other recognised trade 
unions. We look forward to 
working with these trade 
unions on the way forward 
and very much appreciate 
Unison’s decision to call 
off tomorrow’s planned 
action.” 
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Shildon Railway Cricket 
Club recently held its 
Annual General Meeting 
and the following officials 
were elected: 
President: Jim Robinson; 
Chairman: Keith Robinson; 
Vice-chairman: Jim 
Robinson; Secretary: Greg 
Upton; Assistant secretary: 

Norman Nash; Treasurer: 
Adam Bayles; Commit-
tee: Stuart Henderson, 
Jim Morland, Chris Young, 
John Young, Tom Wickens, 
Michael Lumley, Bret Upton 
and John Brennan. 
The new committee will 
meet for the first time on 
Thursday 8th December. 

Cricket  club  elects 
new  officials

Shildon Running Club members gathered at Shildon AFC social club for their awards 
presentation evening last week. 

Running  Club  awards  night

Last week Shildon Running 
& Athletics Club held their 
annual seniors presenta-
tion night. The awards 
celebrate successes from 
April 2015 to April 2016. 
The winners on the night 
were: 
Male Handicap: James 
Ross; Female Handicap: 
Shannon Ross; Overall 
Handicap: Kevin Thornton; 
Most Improved Female: 
Hazel Johnson for her 
consistent 10K personal 
bests, completion of first 
marathon and several half 
marathons this year; Most 
Improved Male: James 
Ross for his perseverance 
and commitment to club 
runs and success in the 
handicap this year; Merit 

Award for Long Service to 
the Club: Chris Griffiths, 
Gary Bainbridge and Jean-
Pierre Hupin; Merit Award 
for National and Interna-
tional Club Representation: 
Jon Marshall; Medal for 
Marathon Participation: 
Andi Lowery, Annie Pluse, 
Darren Ross, Dave Beadle, 
Donna Dunbar, Emma 
Flynn, Hazel Johnson, 
Helen Race, Ian Rudge, 
Irene Ross, James Ross, 
John Gray, Jon Marshall, 
Julie Cane, Kevin Thornton, 
Lynne Foster, Sarah Tilley, 
Shannon Ross, Simon But-
terworth and Steve Minns; 
Chairman’s Award: Tracey 
Beadle for her tremendous 
support and hard work at 
the Anne Marie Readshaw 

this year.
Awards for success in 
the junior teams will be 
handed out by coaches to 
the winners.
In the draw for the SR&AC 
place at the 2017 London 
Marathon, Hazel Johnson 
was drawn from a shortlist 
of six candidates. 
Following the draw Hazel 
said that she: “Couldn’t 
put into words how chuffed 
I am but promise to give 
200% to it and hopefully 
chip a lump off my previous 
time”.
Shildon Running & Athletics 
Club would like to thank to 
Shildon AFC and Norman 
for the use of the club-
house for the presentation 
night.

Shildon AFC kept up the 
pressure on their Northern 
League title rivals with 
a comfortable 0-2 away 
win against Washing-
ton on Wednesday 23rd 
November.
Goals at the end of either 
half, from Lewis Wing on 
41 minutes and an exqui-
site curling shot from 25 
yards by Matty Robson with 
the last kick of the game, 
ensured Shildon took home 
all three points in what 
was effectively a one-sided 
game with Washington 
causing no distress to the 
Railwaymen throughout.
The following evening, club 
Chairman David Dent made 
the expected announce-
ment that the club would 
not seek promotion from 
the league this season at 
a talk-in with assistant 
manager, Stuart Niven.

Speaking at the event, Mr 
Dent said: “We are an am-
bitious, community focused 
football club whose ambi-
tions naturally extend to 
seeking promotion, but the 
timing needs to be right.
“At present we will not 
apply as it is just too soon 
for us. 
“I took over as the new 
Chairman and refreshed 
the board just five months 
ago. 
“Spennymoor’s Chairman, 
when he took the role at 
his club, took five years 
before they went up, 
ensuring the infrastructure 
and sustainability was in 
place beforehand.
“We want to follow a 
similar principle. The in-
frastructure must be put 
in place before we apply 
for promotion, and we are 
getting there. 

Shildon  extend  winning  run  
and  decide  against  promotion

“We will commence 
work on a new stand in 
the summer and plans to 
extend our clubhouse will 
be submitted early in the 
New Year.
“This extension is vital for 
increasing revenue streams 
and sustaining our growing 
Academy.
“We also need the local 
community to buy into our 
ambitions.
“We currently have an 
average home attend-
ance of just over 200 but 
want to increase that to in 
excess of 300. 
“There are also FA plans for 
a geographical restructur-
ing of Step 4, which would 
be a greater incentive for 
clubs to enter a ‘Super’  
Northern League.
When the FA implements 
such a plan, we will cer-
tainly be interested.”

The latest Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club lottery 
was drawn on Sunday 27th 
November during the half 
time break in the club’s 
regular weekly quiz night.
The lottery numbers were: 
4, 6, 10, 14, 15 and 19. 

The consolation prize of 
£25 was won by M Thorn-
berry of Shildon.
The jackpot now rolls over 
to £450 and players need 
to select the winning 6 
number combination from 
the remaining 19 numbers.

Lottery  latest

Foundation of Light’s 
Football Scholarship teams, 
FOL Shildon and FOL Sun-
derland go head to head at 
Shildon AFC’s Dean Street 
on Friday 2nd December.
Pupils from Timothy Hack-
worth school will be at-
tending as mascots. 
Entry to the match, which 
kicks off at 6pm, is free of 
charge and gives the local 
community the opportunity 
to witness the development 
of local students on Foun-
dation of Light’s Football 

Scholarship Programme, 
which is supported by 
Shildon AFC.
As well as free entry, other 
attractions include Premier 
League Sunderland AFC’s 
famous mascots, Samson 
and Delilah.
There will also be a raffle 
with Sunderland AFC prizes 
and a speed cage where 
fans can test the power and 
accuracy of their shots.
Food will be on sale at the 
match and the social club 
will open its doors at 5pm.

Foundations  derby 

Shildon AFC Support-
ers Club’s fourth annual 
Super Santa Sunday will 
take place on Sunday 18th 
December from 2.30pm 
until 8pm.
The popular event has 
quickly been established 
as a mainstay in the Christ-
mas events calendar and 
will once again feature 
one of the North East’s 
most popular bands, The 
Scandals as its headline 
act. Party goers are en-
couraged to get immersed 
in the Christmas atmos-
phere by wearing Santa 
costumes, although they 
are not compulsory.
As well as the headline act 

there will be a disco and 
a special Supporters Club 
lottery prize draw of £200 
which can only be won by a 
ticket bought at the event.
Tickets priced at £5 are 
available from Shildon Civic 
Hall, or on Shildon AFC 
home matchdays from the 
club shop in the ground.
Tickets can also be pur-
chased by calling Russell 
on  07538 789464 or Wilf 
on 07725 220384.
A spokesperson said: 
“Tickets for the event 
are selling fast and with 
the hall having a limited 
capacity, we are advising 
booking your ticket soon to 
avoid disappointment.”

Super  Santa  Sunday  
tickets  selling  fast


