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Students from Greenfield 
Community College and 
Shildon Youth Group ‘Teen 
Spirit’ have been working 
alongside local artists to 
create a visual legacy for 
passengers to enjoy on the 
platform at Shildon Railway 
Station.
The project, which is 
funded by BASH and is 
being developed by Green-
field Arts, has not only 

Fabulous  new  artwork  unveiled  
at  Shildon  Railway  Station

provided a stunning col-
lection of public art, it has 
also provided a platform for 
young people to develop 
and voice their ideas 
through creative learning.
The young people have 
been working with artists 
Nicola Golightly and Laura 
Degnan to shout about the 
many merits of the town 
and, in particular, the sig-
nificance of the railway, 

helped along by the Friends 
of Shildon Railway group.   
Teacher Lauren Braith-
waite, along with Yr 9 art 
students from Sunnydale 
campus, began the project 
with a brief to explore the 
past, present and future of 
Shildon and the students 
rose to the challenge 
showing creative flair and a 
real interest in the history 
of the town.  
Nicola has also been 
working with Lucy Mann 
and members of ‘Teen 
Spirit’ who have made a 
wonderful contribution to 
the project.  
The voices and perceptions 
of the students can be seen 
within the artwork, which 
has recently been part of 
an exhibition at the Civic 
Hall and was unveiled at 
Shildon Railway Station on 
Tuesday 22nd November 
by Mayor of Shildon, Cllr 
Trish Pemberton, where 
Greenfield students also 
staged a site specific dance 
performance.
A spokesperson for Green-
field Arts said, “The new 
artwork will excite, intrigue 
and inspire those passing 
through Shildon Railway, 
those who live and work in 
Shildon, and those stopping 
at Shildon Station.”
For more information, visit 
the project blog https://
shildonrailway.wordpress.
com.

Art students who created a collection of public art inspired by Shildon’s railway herit-
age are flanked by dignitaries and other supporters at its unveiling.

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS

TEL: 01388 778070
AIR-CON
RE-GAS 

ONLY £40

Two unions representing 
the majority of Teaching 
Assistants in County 
Durham, UNISON and ATL 
announced a new two-day 
strike action which took 
place at schools across the 
county this week, including 
in Shildon. 
A spokesperson for County 
Durham Teaching As-
sistants Activists Com-
mittee said: “We are 
extremely disappointed to 
find ourselves, yet again, 
forced into taking indus-
trial action due to Durham 
County Council’s failure 
to engage in meaningful 
negotiations with our rep-
resentative unions.
“We are deeply concerned 
by the council’s recent ac-
cusation that our previous 
strike action had been an-
nounced illegally on social 
media, as every effort had 
been taken by both repre-
sentative unions to ensure 
that the correct notice 
period was given. We 
suspect this is an attempt 

to smear our action to 
dampen public support for 
our campaign, which cur-
rently is at its peak.
“We are disgusted that 
parents of children with 
Special Educational Needs 
(SEN) and those who 
may have an Educational 
Healthcare Plan in place 
have been told not to bring 
their children into school 
on strike days, as there will 
be zero provision in place 
to support their children.
“We believe this is not 
only discriminatory to the 
children, but also proves 
our case that schools 
simply cannot operate 
without the specialist 
expertise, which many 
teaching assistants must 
have in order to support 
these children.
“We completely appreci-
ate that our strike may 
cause inconvenience to 
you, however, we are com-
mitted to your children and 

Teaching  Assistants  
strike  again

Continued on page 4

Book online at
www.garnettscoaches.com

or call 01388 604419

26/11/2016 
Bury Christmas Market £16.50 £15.50

26/11/2016 
Carlisle Christmas Shopper £14.00 £13.00

03/12/2016 
York Xmas Shopping £15.50 £14.50

04/12/2016 
Manchester Xmas Shopping £17.00 £16.00

10/12/2016 
Leeds Market £12.50 £11.50

10/12/2016 
Liverpool Xmas Shopper £16.00 £15.00
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Your first year away from 
home

Wendy Thompson

Your ever-loving Husband, 
George,

Much loved Mam of Angela 
& Gary, dear Mother-in-
Law and devoted Gran 

& Great Gran
xxx

29.11.15

God saw you getting tired
And a cure was not to be,

So He put his arms 
around you

And whispered 
‘Come to me’.

With tearful eyes we 
watched you

Then watched you fade 
away,

Although we loved you 
dearly

We could not make you 
stay.

A golden heart stopped 
beating

Hard working hands 
now rest,

God broke our hearts to 
prove to us

He only takes the best.

Thank you for the years we 
shared, the love you gave, 

the way you cared.

Wilf Maychell

We love and miss you,
Wife Margaret, Son Kevin, 
Daughter-in-Law Margaret

xxx

Died 22nd November 2011

A special time, a special 
face, a special man we 

can’t replace.

Treasured memories of John

John Stewart Mawson

Kathleen, 
And sadly missed 
by all the family

16.11.2013

In our hearts you will 
always stay,

Loved and remembered 
every day

Gordon Bennett

Always in our thoughts and 
hearts and so sadly missed,

John and family

Treasured memories of a 
dearly loved and talented 
gentleman taken from us 

10 years ago

10 Years since we lost you 
Mam

Doreen Stabler

Also remembering 
our dear Dad Jack

25th November

Those we love don’t go 
away, they walk beside us 

every day.
Unseen, unheard, but 

always near, still loved, still 
missed and very dear.

Love from all your family
xxx

Birthdays

Ashley Loverance

Love and best wishes,
From Mam & Dad

xxx

(Nee Metcalfe)
25.11.76

Wishing our lovely Daughter a 
Very Happy ‘40th’ Birthday

40!

Ashley Loverance

All our love,
Jonathan, Ethan & Eva

xxx

Happy 40th Birthday to 
the best Wife and Mam 

in the world

Ashley Loverance

From Michelle, Darryl 
& Aiden

To a fabulous Sister 
and Aunty!!

Lots of love and best 
wishes on your 
‘40th’ Birthday

Maisie Brown

Love, Mam, Dad, 
Charlie & Doodles

xxx

27th November

Happy 13th Birthday 
Sweetheart

Maisie Brown

Love you loads,
Nana, Granda & Beth

xxx

27th November

Happy Birthday Teenager

Sam Hopper

Love you both loads,
Dad, Granma Ed 
& Granda Terry

10 Years-old, 24th November

Teenager now Ben

Ben Hopper
13 Years-old, 27th November

Cheryl Smith

Lots of love,
Mam, Mike & all the family

26th November

Happy 50th Birthday Cheryl

50!

Services

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509 925

CLAIRE’S MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING

CUT & BLOWDRY £10 
THROUGHOUT NOVEMBER

Tel: 07736 905 185

Man with Van
Cheap and Reliable 

Single items to full house moves
Tel Colin on 07845 316041

Hair Design
Mobile hairdresser 

Over 25 years experience
OAP reduced rates

Call  Lynn on 079042 19997

PACT  MEETINGS
Police & Communities Together

Eldon, Close House and Coronation Ward
Friday 25th November, 8.30am - 9am, Outside Prince Bishops School, 
Coundon Grange

Thickley, Byerley & Sunnydale Wards
Wednesday 30th November, 6.30pm - 7.30pm, Shildon Civic Hall, Civic Square, 
Shildon

Greenfield Middridge Ward
TBC
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

Leek  club  meeting
Waverley Terrace Leek 
Club is to hold a meeting 
at the Waverley Terrace 
Allotments on Sunday 27th 

November at 9.45am.
Anyone wishing to join the 
Leek Club can go along to 
the meeting.

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

LIVE BANDS 
EVERY 

SATURDAY & 
SUNDAY
See us on Facebook
@bishopsportsbar

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post or hand this form into:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH. 
Please note: All prices include VAT at standard rate of 20%

OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Other (state):
 Memoriam   .....................
Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
Photograph included? (£7.20) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Amount x 0.42p, (includes VAT): ..........................
Total (inc. photo): ..........................................
Name: ........................................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact number: ........................................................................
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Greenfield Community College year 7 students took part in a range of activities and 
workshops, including two involving physical activity. 

Greenfield  students  talk 
business  with  SAFC

This year’s Rights Re-
specting Day at Greenfield 
Community College was 
centred around Post 16 
education, business and 
enterprise and preparing 
for the future.  
The emphasis of the day, 
for Year 7 students, was 
to take the first steps to 
planning for their future.
They worked alongside 
SAFC Foundation who 
used their skills to stress 
the importance of making 
good choices and how 
working together can 
make them stronger as a 

team.
They experienced four 
different workshops and 
were encouraged to share 
their skills and ideas to 
overcome problems. 
They built towers out of 
paper and looked at how 
it wasn’t just the highest 
tower that was the best, 
but those that had solid 
foundations. They carried 
out a mini-enterprise - 
planning, designing and 
marketing a new t-shirt 
range which was fun and 
informative. 
They also carried out two 

physical activities that 
developed their skills in 
working together and 
solving problems through 
good communication.
A spokesperson for the 
school said, “This was an 
excellent opportunity for 
the students who joined 
Greenfield in September 
to work with others in 
their House and form 
friendships with students 
that they are not normally 
taught with. Thanks to 
SAFC Foundation for the 
time and energy they put 
into a brilliant day.”

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

Find a sports club near you at 
www.countydurhamsport.com

03000 282 012



Friday 25th November 2016 Shildon & District Town CrierIssue 794Page 4

Locomotion: the National 
Railway Museum at 
Shildon is hosting a Christ-
mas craft and gift fair, 
which can be enjoyed by 
all of the family. “Friendly 
trade stands and a warm 
atmosphere make this 

the perfect cure for those 
winter blues,” said a 
museum spokesperson.
The event has free admis-
sion and free parking, and 
will be open from 10am to 
4pm on Saturday 26th and 
Sunday 27th November.

Festive  craft  &  toy  
fair

Shildon Gardens & 
Allotments Guild

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

Open Sundays only from 8.30am - 11.30am

 70lt Mother Earth  
 Multi-purpose compost 3 for £12
 Perlite / Vermiculite From £3 each
 John Innes Compost  
 Nos 1, 2 & 3 From £3 each
 Grow Organic £7.15 
	 Paraffin	4lt	bottle	 £4
 Sulphur Candles £5

 All in store now:
 Bailed Peat | Fish Blood & Bone 
 Trench Fertiliser |  Basamid |   
	 Calcified	Seaweed	plus	many	more

Labour  select  
county  councillors

The Open Meeting of 
Shildon and District Flower 
Club takes place on Monday 
28th November from 
7.30pm at Shildon Civic 
Hall, when National Dem-
onstrator Michael Bowyer 
from Salisbury presents an 
evening of flower arranging 
under the heading ‘A Clas-
sical Christmas’.

The local Shildon branch of 
the Labour Party has held 
its selection meetings for 
county council candidates 
ahead of Durham County 
Council’s local elections in 
May.
Branch Secretary, Cllr Allan 
Walker confirmed that 
councillors Henry Nichol-
son and Brian Stephens, 
whom voters elected to 
represent the Shildon and 
Dene Valley division at 
County Hall in the previous 
elections, have again been 
selected to represent the 
party.

“Get into the Christmas 
spirit early and enjoy 
browsing the colourful 
stalls prior to being enter-
tained by one of the best 
flower arrangers in the 
country,” encouraged a 
spokesperson. Tickets cost 
£8. Contact Terry Hall on 
01388 763430 to reserve or 
pay on the door.

However, members chose 
to elect town councillor 
Shirley Quinn ahead of 
current county councillor 
and Shildon town mayor, 
Cllr Trish Pemberton as the 
party’s third candidate for 
the division.
Cllr Pemberton will 
continue in her role as a 
local town councillor and 
town mayor.

Flower  club’s  
classical  Christmas

the future of education in 
Durham. If we don’t gain 
the value and recognition 
now for teaching assistants 
in Durham the long term 
impact on the profession 
and experience of children 
in schools will be massive.”
UNISON has also said that 
it is aware of reports that 
school heads are asking 
parents whose children 
have special educa-
tion needs to keep their 
children away from school 
for ‘health and safety’ 
reasons during strike days.
One parent, speaking on 
social media confirmed 
that her son had been 
unable to attend school 
throughout the strikes: 
“My disabled son in year 
6 has had to miss 4 days 
of school because of this 
while the rest of his class 
are at school because 
there is no one-to-one care 
for him, yet he has to sit 
his SATs soon and he is 
already struggling a lot.”
Emma Parker, ATL’s district 
secretary in Durham, said: 
“We urge Durham Council 
to get around the table and 
negotiate a fair deal for its 
teaching assistants. 
“TAs in Durham do not 
want to go on strike, and 
they certainly don’t want 
to disrupt children’s edu-
cation, but the Council’s 
failure to negotiate has left 
them with little option.
“How can a Labour-run 
Council justify cutting the 
pay of some of its lowest 
paid workers? Why is 
Durham Council refusing 
to look at fairer solutions 
such as paying its TAs the 

going rate for support staff 
in the north east?
“Durham Council is 
ignoring the interests of 
children, who will lose out 
if thousands of dedicated, 
hard-working teaching as-
sistants quit to work in 
higher-paying neighbouring 
areas or find other jobs so 
they can support their own 
families.”
ATL has also emailed 
members to say it will 
take further strike next 
week on Wednesday 30th 
November and Thursday 
1st December. 
Meanwhile, UNISON has 
also announced that  
teaching assistants will 
be taking Action Short 
of Strike (ASOS) from 
25th November until 16th 
December.
“From this date we are 
therefore instructing 
UNISON members covered 
by the [strike] ballot to 
work their contractual 
hours only, and only carry 
out duties that corre-
spond to their grade and 
contract,” said the union’s 
Durham branch in its latest 
bulletin to teaching assis-
tants.
UNISON general secretary 
Dave Prentis said: “Durham 
Council can no longer have 
any doubts about how seri-
ously teaching assistants 
are taking this dispute.
“Council plans to slash 
the salaries of its already 
low-paid staff are appalling 
and heartless.
“Surely now councillors 
will see sense and get 
round the negotiating 
table with a proper offer.

“Teaching assistants hate 
the idea of inconvenienc-
ing parents but this is now 
the only way for school 
support workers to win the 
pay they deserve.”
After the previous two-day 
strike action on 9th and 
10th November, Durham 
County Council Cabinet 
member for corporate 
services, Cllr Jane Brown 
suggested that there may 
be room for negotiation 
in the dispute but accused 
UNISON of failing to 
engage: “Our door remains 
open and we have reiter-
ated that in an email to 
the union both regionally 
and nationally.
“We are surprised that 
we have received no 
formal approach to meet 
and disappointed to hear 
reports suggesting that 
Dave Prentis said that he 
will not talk to the council 
unless we withdraw the 
dismissal and reengage-
ment letters.”
However, UNISON have 
refuted the claim, saying 
that there is no prospect of 
meaningful talks while the 
threat of sackings remains 
on the table.
UNISON regional organiser 
Helen Metcalf said: “It is 
not possible to expect to 
negotiate unless Durham 
County Council removes 
the threat to sack teaching 
assistants on New Year’s 
Eve.
“As soon as Durham County 
Council remove this im-
mediate threat, we will be 
able to return to the table 
and open meaningful nego-
tiations.”

Aqua Hand Car Wash
Dabble Duck Industrial 

Estate Shildon. 
Car Wash to Full Valets

Tel: 07502 268 483

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience

Teaching  Assistants  strike  
again From page 1

Teaching Assistants from each of Shildon’s primary schools joined together to demon-
strate in Shildon Town Square on Wednesday 23rd November. 
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Friday 18th November’s 
Disney Children In Need 
Charity Show at the Civic 
Hall proved to be a terrific 
success, according to or-
ganisers. 
A spokesperson for the 
event said,  “Over 140 
people attended the 
evening, which raised 
£440 for the charity. We 
would like to thank not 
just the audience, a lot 
of whom came to the 
evening dressed up as 

their favourite Disney 
character,  but all the en-
tertainers too, who put on 
a fantastic two-hour show 
full of  music and dance. 
“It was great to see 
everyone enjoying them-
selves whilst raising 
money for a great cause. 
A sincere thank you to you 
all.” 
There will be a similar 
event held next year,  but 
with a different theme to 
the evening.

Pudsey  pleased  with  
pounds

07760 886 769

All aspects of internal 
and external plastering 
covered. Damp proofing 
specialist. Call today for 

your free quotation

LJL Plastering  
Services 

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Come along from 5-7pm to find out about  
full-time courses and apprenticeships in: 

 

Fabrication | Welding 
Toolmaking | Machining 
Maintenance | Electrical 

 
South West Durham Training 
Aycliffe Business Park, DL5 6AT 

Open Evenings 2016/17 
13th December & 10th January 

www.swdt.co.uk   
01325 313194   
recruitment@swdt.co.uk 

During the Opposition 
Day Debate ahead of this 
week’s Autumn Statement, 
Bishop Auckland MP Helen 
Goodman took the oppor-
tunity to call on the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, 
Philip Hammond, to stop 
the proposed Employment 
and Support Allowance 
(ESA) cuts. 
From April 2017 new ESA 
claimants placed in the 
Work Related Activity 
Group will only receive the 
basic allowance – the same 
as Jobseekers Allowance 
claimants – a cut of £30 a 
week. 
Helen Goodman MP, former 
DWP Minister, said: “4,470 
people in Bishop Auckland 
constituency are depend-

ent on ESA and that’s why 
I am calling on the Govern-
ment to stop the proposed 
cuts.
“Cutting the incomes of 
sick and disabled people 
is unkind, indeed cruel, 
and will make it more dif-
ficult for disabled people 
to find work. Seven food-
banks have sprung up in my 
constituency since 2010. 
We don’t want even more 
people to need them.
“And it doesn’t make 
economic sense either. 
That’s another £1million 
that won’t be spent on 
the local high street and 
doesn’t help the local 
economy. The Government 
must rethink this cruel 
proposal.”

MP  calls  to  stop  
ESA  cuts

Greenfield Commu-
nity College, Sunnydale 
Campus, will be hosting 
the Annual Older Residents' 
Christmas Party once again 
this festive season.  
The event will be held on 
Wednesday 14th December, 
between 1.45pm and 3pm, 
when there will be after-
noon tea, festive enter-
tainment and a free raffle 
as well as a food parcel for 

all who attend.
A spokesperson for the 
college said, “We do hope 
that you can come to our 
Christmas event. We were 
unable to host this last 
year but we look forward 
to seeing you all again this 
year.”
Places are limited so 
contact the school on 
01388 772526 to confirm 
your attendance.

Older  residents’  
Christmas  party

Operation  Spruce  Up  arrives
An initiative is being 
launched to ‘spruce up’ 
front streets and town 
centres across County 
Durham.
Durham County Council 
has launched Operation 
Spruce Up, a 14 month 
pilot programme to give 
areas a thorough tidy up 
with rejuvenated land-
scaping, signs or benches.
Teams from across the 
council’s highway services, 
street cleansing, grounds 
maintenance and other 
departments will be com-
bining and coordinating 
their activities to provide 
maximum impact in the 
selected areas. Residents, 
businesses, parish councils 
and schools will be adding 
their support too, helping 
to foster a strong sense of 
local pride.  
The initiative will see one 
community in each of the 
council’s 14 Area Action 
Partnerships (AAPs) having 
the spruce up each month, 
meaning either Shildon or 
Bishop Auckland will be 
selected from the Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon 
AAP. If successful the pro-
gramme could be rolled 
out to many more commu-

nities across the county in 
years to come.
Operation Spruce Up’s 
first destination is centred 
around the area between 
St Andrew’s Lane and the 
A688/B6288 roundabout at 
Spennymoor. Work there 
will involve Spennymoor 
AAP, Spennymoor Town 
Council, local schools 
and other community 
groups. County councillors 
for both the Tudhoe and 
Spennymoor divisions are 
supporting the landscap-
ing in the scheme through 
their neighbourhood ini-
tiative budgets.
It will include:
• A thorough cleanse of 

all road channels, gullies 
and weeding where 
required.

• A thorough cleanse and 
de-grease of pavements 
and removal of any 
graffiti. 

• Sweeping by hand areas 
which machinery cannot 
reach.

• A full cleanse of street 
signs.

• Painting of street 
columns, railings and 
bollards, with over 
300 in the area to be 
covered. 

• The replacement of 
old shrub beds where 
required, mulching those 
to be retained, and 
clearing them of litter.

• Repair and paint or 
replacement of bins, 
bollards and benches. 

• Prune/lift trees in 
particular those that 
overhang roads or impair 
drivers’ vision.

The initiative will also 
involve local communities 
such as schools and shops 
in promoting environ-
mental responsibility and 
participating in activities 
that might range from 
litter picking to replanting 
shrub beds.  
Cllr Brian Stephens, 
Durham County Coun-
cil’s portfolio holder for 
neighbourhoods and local 
partnerships, said: “We 
are excited to be launch-
ing this new campaign and 
believe it will make a real 
difference to our towns 
and villages over the next 
14 months.”
To find out more about 
the campaign, visit www.
durham.gov.uk/spruceup 
or search #SpruceUp or 
#LoveDurham on social 
media.
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PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

Shildon  food  bank  in  need  of  
supplies

Shildon Alive Food Bank is 
currently running short of 
a few essential items and 
is appealing to readers of 
the Crier for help.
Items need include:
- Toilet rolls;
- Soap;
- Shampoo;
- Razors;
- Shaving gel;
- Sanitary towels;
- Long life milk;

- Bread;
- Jam;
- Tinned meat.
Community Development 
Worker, Paula Nelson, 
also commented: “Coming 
up to Christmas it would 
also be good to have some 
selection boxes to put in 
our crisis packs. Thanks 
to everyone who helped 
with the 1,000 Can Chal-
lenge we are well stocked 

with everything else.”
Donations can be left at 
the Shildon Alive Hub 
at 19 Church Street, St 
John’s Church, Jubilee 
Fields Community 
Centre, and Shildon Town 
Council.
For more information 
on Shildon Alive and the 
work that they do, visit 
www.www.shildonalive.
org.

Have  your  say  on  dog  control 
measures
Time is running out for 
people to have their say on 
proposals to introduce new 
dog control measures in 
County Durham.
A consultation on plans to 
establish a Public Space 
Protection Order (PSPO) for 
Dog Control is due to close 
on Monday, 5th December.
And Durham County Council 
is encouraging everyone 
to have their say on the 
proposed changes, which 
would increase the authori-
ty’s power to crack down on 
irresponsible dog owners.
If agreed, the PSPO would 
replace the existing Dog 
Control Order. Introduced 
in 2009, the current order 
makes it an offence to 
allow a dog to foul without 
picking it up. Anyone seen 
doing so can be issued 
with an £80 Fixed Penalty 
Notice, reduced to £50 if 
paid within 10 working days.
Under the proposed PSPO, 
it would continue to be an 
offence to fail to clear up 
dog mess. However, the 
order would also extend 
the powers of enforcement 
officers, who would also be 
able to issue Fixed Penalty 

Notices for the following ad-
ditional offences:
• Allowing a dog to stray;
• Failing to put a dog on a 

lead when directed to 
do so by an authorised 
officer;

• Allowing a dog in any 
fenced-off play area 
owned by Durham County 
Council.

The new order would also 
increase the cost of a Fixed 
Penalty Notice to £100, 
reduced to £60 if paid 
within 10 working days.
Ian Hoult, Durham County 
Council’s neighbourhood 
protection manager, said: 
“While the majority of dog 
owners in the county are 
responsible, there are those 
who spoil our communities 
by failing to look after their 
pets properly.
“We also know that dog 
fouling and the issue of 
stray dogs continue to cause 
a great deal of concern 
among residents across the 
county.
“The PSPO would give us 
additional powers to tackle 
those irresponsible owners 
whose actions not only 
impact on our environment 

but can also affect the 
health and wellbeing of all 
of us.
“The order would also 
complement our ongoing 
education and engagement 
programmes which aim to 
encourage owners to do the 
right thing and act in the in-
terests of others to protect 
our neighbourhoods.”
During 2015/16, members 
of the public contacted 
Durham County Council 
2,584 times about dog 
fouling while neighbour-
hood wardens issued 56 
Fixed Penalty Notices and 
169 warning letters for dog 
fouling.
In the same year, the 
council also received 1,778 
calls about stray dogs and 
collected 1,173 strays.
If agreed, the PSPO would 
be introduced in spring/
summer 2017 and would be 
reviewed after three years.
For more information about 
the proposals and to take 
part in the consultation, 
visit www.durham.gov.uk/
consultation
Paper copies of the survey 
are also available by calling 
03000 265 586.

Professional belly dancer Sarah Elizabeth will be teach-
ing a three week course in the exotic art. 

Three-week  belly  
dancing  course

Greenfield Arts are excited 
to host a new taster course 
in belly dancing. 
The class is due to start on 
Monday 5th December and 
is a great way to take care 
of yourself, both body and 
soul.  
“Come and meet some 
wonderful people and 
learn about the fascinat-
ing music and dance of the 
Middle East, and have a few 
giggles along the way,” en-
couraged a spokesperson.
The three-week course 
costs £10, or alternatively 
you can go along to just 
one session for £5. 
The course will run each 
Monday from 5.45pm to 
6.45pm.  There will be a 
gentle warm-up before 
the class learns some 
basic belly dance moves.  
You can wear leggings or 

jogging trousers or a loose 
flowing skirt and a comfy 
top with just socks or bare 
feet. The course is open to 
anyone aged 16 and up.
Dance teacher Sarah 
Elizabeth has been belly 
dancing since 2004 and 
performing professionally 
since 2008, both at home 
and abroad, and currently 
performs all across the 
North East.  
If you would like to reserve 
your place, call Sarah Eliz-
abeth on 07986 921 118.
For more information  
about any other activities 
at Greenfield Arts, based 
at the Newton Aycliffe 
campus of Greenfield 
School, give the friendly 
team a call on 01325 379 
048 or check out the 
website: www.greenfield-
arts.co.uk.

Shildon Alive are appealing for specific items for its food bank, including toiletries. It is 
well stocked on tinned food after the recent 1,000 Can Challenge.
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Paige Gordon of All Saint’s Wolf Cubs doing the limbo.

Wolf  Cubs  enjoy  annual   
‘Sixer’s  Tea’

Limbo dancing, balloon 
popping, mummy wrapping 
and relay racing were all 
part of the fun at a recent 
‘Sixer’s Tea’. 
A Wolf Cub Pack is organ-
ised into smaller groups 
called Sixes, each headed 
by a Wolf Cub called a 
‘Sixer’, who helps to run 
the Six, often with a 
‘Seconder’. 
Each year, Sixers and Sec-
onders from Wolf Pack 
Groups around the region 
gather for an Annual Sixer’s 
Tea. This year it was Heigh-

ington who hosted the 
gathering on Sunday 20th 
November. Not far then for 
Shildon’s All Saint’s Wolf 
Cubs to travel. 
For Wolf Cubs, excitement, 
adventure and fun are 
the key, and the day’s ac-
tivities didn’t disappoint, 
going down a treat, just 
like the marshmallows and 
food.
Leaders had as much fun 
as the children and par-
ticipated in the games, as 
well as helping with the 
running, such as All Saint’s 

Scouts Wolf Cub leaders 
Andrew Bowman and Maria 
Dowling who held a limbo 
pole. 
Andrew commented, “It 
was an excellent fun-filled 
day for all, and all credit to 
Heighington Scout Group 
for organising it. 
“Of course if there are 
children who are inter-
ested, catch us on a Friday 
night at the Mission Hall on 
Chapel Street, and you too 
could be finding the key to 
excitement, adventure and 
fun.”

Shildon Spiritualist Church 
on Middleton Road is 
pleased to announce that 
their guest medium this 
Sunday, 27th November, 
will be Thelma Lavender.
“Thelma is no stranger 

to Shildon Church and we 
offer you all a very warm 
welcome,” said a spokes-
person. 
The service starts at 6pm 
and refreshments will be 
available afterwards.

Guest  medium  this  
Sunday

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

St. John’s Church will host its 
ever-popular Christmas Fair 
on  Saturday 26th November, 
between 10am and 1pm, 
when there will be lots of 
stalls packed with crafts, 
gifts, toys, bric-a-brac, face 

painting and much more.
Santa will also be in his grotto 
with some special gifts.
Entrance costs £1 which 
includes tea or coffee. 
Entrance to Santa’s Grotto 
is £2.

Christmas  fair

Kevin Marley spent the 
night of Saturday 29th 
October drinking at a 
friend’s home in Eldon, 
intending to leave his car 
there and to walk the 
mile or so home. However, 
on realising that he had 
stayed longer than he 
had intended and that he 
would be in trouble with 
his partner, he foolishly 
decided to drive home. 
At around 3.15am a mobile 
police patrol saw Marley’s 
car swerving from side 
to side, as he attempted 

to drive home to William 
Street in Auckland Park. He 
was stopped, breathalysed 
at the roadside and subse-
quently arrested.
Magistrates at Newton 
Aycliffe were told that 
the 27 year-old repeatedly 
asked officers for a drink 
of water and refused to 
provide a specimen for 
analysis. 
Marley was disqualified 
from driving for twelve 
months and ordered to pay 
£385 in fines, costs and 
victim surcharge.

Driver  disqualified

Toy  service  and  
Christingle  
Shildon Salvation Army, on 
Cross Street, is to host a 
Toy Service and Christingle 
on Sunday 27th November 
at 6pm. 
Christingle celebrations 
are named after the 
Christingles that are lit 
during the service, which 
are usually made from an 
orange decorated with red 
tape, sweets and a candle. 

Each piece of the Christin-
gle holds special symbol-
ism to help children under-
stand  the importance of 
Jesus and the Gospel, and 
its relevance at Christmas 
time.
All are welcome to attend 
the event, and donations 
of new toys are welcome 
and will be donated to 
local children in need.

Thai Boxers, Aidan Forster 
(15) of Ferryhill Business 
and Enterprise College 
and his sister, Amiee (9) of 
Broom Cottages Primary 
School, both fought on 
Sunday 20th November at 
Barnsley Metodrome on the 
Sandee Super Show. 
First up was Aidan whose 
original opponent pulled 
out of the fight and was 
replaced with a lad who 
had just been to the Worlds 
and won two world titles, 
so Aidan and his team knew 
this wasn't going to be a 
easy fight. 
However, Aidan fought 
brilliantly, knocking his 
opponent out in the second 
round and winning the fight 
by TKO to take the English 
title. 
Amiee fought an Irish girl 
who she had already fought 
a draw with in Febuary, 
so both girls were going 
for the win. Her opponent 
had also just been to the 
Worlds and won an amazing 
six world titles. 

Amiee fought five rounds of 
pure thai boxing, winning  
by a unanimous decision 
to become the new Five 
Nations champion, making  
her the best boxer in 

Northern Ireland, Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales and 
England.      
Aidan and Amiee train at 
Shildon under Gary McAlis-
ter at Phoenix Thai Boxing. 

Forster  family  do  it  again

Siblings Amiee and Aidan Forster continue to add to their  
ever growing list of Thai Boxing titles.
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Starting on Saturday 
December 3rd, Shildon 
AFC Development Centre 
coaches will be at the 
Jubilee Community Centre 
on Jubilee Road  for Shildon 
AFC Mini Soccer.
The coaching sessions are 
for children aged 4-6 years 
old and are led by FA Level 
2 qualified coaches who 
hold valid CRB checks and 
first aid qualifications.
There will be two sessions; 
the first from 9.30-10.15am

for nursery and recep-
tion age children and the 
second, from 10.15-11am 
for children in Year 1.
The first session attended 
is free of charge.
The sessions will lead to 
children playing for Shildon 
AFC in the TJFA League 
from September 2017.
For more information 
contact Evan on 07747 
818481 or search Facebook 
for Shildon AFC Community  
Football Centre.

Shildon  AFC  coaching  
for  youngsters

Last week, Simon But-
terworth took part in the 
freezing cold Wooler Trail 
half marathon. 
Despite below freezing  
temperatures, solidly 
frozen ground and a very 
hilly course, Simon finished 
in two hours 39 minutes and 
said he really enjoyed it!
Elsewhere former Shildon 
Running Club Press Sec-
retary, Penny Johnson, 
qualified for Team GB in 
her age group for the 2017 
Challenge Herning ETU 
Middle Distance Triathlon 
Championships.
Shildon Running & Athletics 
Club has active junior and 
senior teams and welcome 
new members over the 
age of 7. Contact them at 
shildonrunningclub@gmail.
com and follow them on 
Twitter @ShildonRunning.

Running  club  latest

Simon Butterworth in the Wooler Trail half marathon.
Three winning tickets 
shared Shildon AFC Sup-
porters Club’s £900 lottery 
jackpot on Sunday 20th 
November, each collect-
ing £300 for matching the 
correct combination of 6 
numbers from the remain-
ing 10.
The winning numbers were 
2, 3, 5, 6, 7 and 9 and 
the lucky winners were: 

H Burrows, D Dent and C 
Thompson.
Next week’s jackpot now 
reverts to £400 with 
players needing to pick 6 
numbers from 20.
The draw will take place 
during the half time break 
in the Supporters Club quiz 
night, which begins at 8pm 
on Sunday 27th November 
at Shildon AFC social club.

Three  winners  share  
lottery  jackpot

Football fans in Shildon are 
in for a treat on Friday 2nd 
December when the Foun-
dation of Light’s Football 
Scholarship teams, FOL 
Shildon and FOL Sunderland 
go head to head at Shildon 
AFC’s Dean Street.
Entry to the match, which 
kicks off at 6pm, is free of 
charge and gives the local 
community the opportunity 
to witness the development 
of local students on Foun-
dation of Light’s Football 
Scholarship Programme, 
which is supported by 
Shildon AFC.
As well as free entry, other 
attractions include Premier 
League Sunderland AFC’s 
famous mascots, Samson 
and Delilah.
There will also be a raffle 
with Sunderland AFC prizes 
and a speed cage where 
fans can test the power and 
accuracy of their shots.
Food will be on sale at the 

match and the social club 
will open its doors at 5pm.
The scholarship provides 
local Shildon based 
students the opportunity to 
represent Sunderland AFC 
and gain nationally recog-
nised qualifications through 
an intensive football and 
education programme.
In addition to progressing 
academically, students 
compete in the FA National 
Under 19 Development 
League against other 
Premier League and English 
Football League (EFL) de-
velopment players.
Currently FOL Sunderland 
top the table while FOL 
Shildon are a fantastic  
fourth in a league which 
includes Liverpool FC, 
Crystal Palace, Burnley, 
Coventry and Birmingham 
City. So far this season FOL 
Shildon have beaten Crystal 
Palace, Birmingham City 
and Coventry City.

Foundation  sides  
meet  at  Dean  Street

Shildon AFC continued to 
keep pace with the league 
leaders after a second local 
derby victory in four days, 
this time a 3-2 win over 
West Auckland Town at 
Dean Street after knocking 
Newton Aycliffe out of the 
League Cup on penalties 
earlier in the week.
The match should have 
been out of sight before the 
half time break as Shildon 
raced away to a three-goal 
lead, but the Railway-
men missed a penalty just 
before the break which 
would surely have killed off 
any hope West Auckland 
had of taking anything from 
the game.
Instead, while Shildon 
thought the game was sewn 
up despite the penalty 
miss, West Auckland came 
out in the second half and 
scored two early goals to 
apply serious pressure to 
the home side. 
Shildon dominated the 
opening exchanges and 
it was no surprise when 
Michael Rae opened the 
scoring in the 9th minute, 
heading home a David 
Ferguson cross in a carbon 
copy of Rae’s second goal 
in the recent FA Vase tie at 
Pickering Town.
In the 25th minute, another 

sweeping move was started 
and finished by Lewis Wing. 
The midfielder fed Stephen 
Capper in his own half 
before racing forward and 
collecting the final pass 
from Billy Greulich-Smith 
and unleashing an unstop-
pable shot across the 
keeper from a narrow angle 
to double the lead. 
With just half an hour gone 
it was three when a great 
run and shot from David 
Ferguson was deflected 
into the air and Paul 
Connor, who had replaced 
the injured Amar Purewal, 
scored with a super 
overhead kick.
Shildon should have put 
the game beyond doubt 
just before the break 
when they were awarded 
a penalty after Ferguson 
was brought down inside 
the box by the advancing 
keeper, David Knight.
Up stepped Wing, a 
normally reliable penalty 
taker, but Knight saved 
well and Wing could not 
keep down the rebound,  
firing wildly over the bar.
West sensed they had been 
offered a lifeline and, with 
the game already effec-
tively lost, came out after 
the break intent on at least 
winning the second half.

Shildon  claim  derby  day  spoils
The visitors got themselves 
back into the game in the 
54th minute when a free 
kick on the touchline was 
headed home by ex-Shildon 
defender Carl Jones.
Just four minutes later, 
Shildon failed to clear their 
lines and Adam Burnicle 
kept his focus in the 
ensuing scramble to blast 
home from close range.
Suddenly Shildon were in 
a game that should have 
been comfortably out of 
sight, but having switched 
off for five minutes, the 
visitors’ quick-fire goals 
were enough to restore the 
home side’s concentration.
West continued to 
dominate possession but 
it was Shildon who should 
have added to their score 
on 65 minutes when Rae 
put Connor through on 
goal. But somehow, after  
rounding the advancing 
keeper, the experienced 
striker slid his effort wide 
of the post with the goal at 
his mercy.
Shildon, however, survived 
the onslaught and held out 
for three valuable points to 
maintain fourth spot with 
enough games in hand to 
overtake second and third 
and  draw level with North 
Shields at the top. 


