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19/11/2016 York Christmas Shopper - 

 St Nicholas Fair £15.50 £14.50

19/11/2016 Leeds Christmas Shopper £12.50 £11.50

26/11/2016 Bury Christmas Market £16.50 £15.50

26/11/2016 Carlisle Christmas Shopper £14.00 £13.00

03/12/2016 York Xmas Shopping £15.50 £14.50

04/12/2016 Manchester Xmas Shopping £17.00 £16.00

10/12/2016 Leeds Market £12.50 £11.50

10/12/2016 Liverpool Xmas Shopper £16.00 £15.00

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS

TEL: 01388 778070
AIR-CON
RE-GAS 

ONLY £40

Church Street and Main 
Street in Shildon will be 
closed to traffic from 
10.30am on Sunday 13th 
November, to allow the 
Remembrance Day Service 
and Parade to go ahead.
Servicemen, civic digni-
taries, local groups and 
organisations will meet at 
the bus station in Shildon 
around 10.30am.
The parade will march 
down Church Street to the 
War Memorial for a two 
minute silence at 11am.
In Middridge, residents 
should gather at the Village 
Hall at 11.45am ready for 
the Service of Remem-

brance at the War Memorial 
on South Side at 12 noon. 
On Saturday, 12th 
November, a short Remem-
brance Service will take 
place at the War Memorial 
in Redworth Road, Shildon, 
opposite the Railway In-
stitute. The short parade 
from the end of Dabble 
Duck Industrial Estate to 
the War Memorial will 
begin at 10.30am.
Wreaths must be collected 
from the Council Offices, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon 
by noon on Friday, 11th 
November. All cheques to 
be made payable to the 
Royal British Legion.

Remembrance  Day

Between 10am and 2pm on 
Tuesday 15th November, 
the RSPCA will be hosting 
a community action day 
at the Resthouse in Hack-
worth Park.
The charity will be sup-
ported by the Wilson Vet-
erinary Group and will be 
offering health checks for 

pets, flea & worm treat-
ment and microchipping 
for dogs and cats.
A spokesperson com-
mented, “There will be no 
cost for any of the services 
offered, there will be 
donation tins on-site so any 
money you can spare would 
be greatly appreciated.”

Free  microchipping

As County Durham 
Teaching Assistants spent 
two days on strike this 
week, affecting more than 
half the schools across the 
county, it has emerged 
that two thirds of Durham 
County Councillors who 

voted to sack teaching 
assistants and re-employ 
them on 23% less pay are 
school governors.
Thirty-six of the 57 coun-
cillors (63%) who voted on 
16th May to dismiss and re-
engage teaching assistants 

declared an interest as 
governors of one or more 
schools but remained in 
the meeting and partici-
pated in the vote, includ-
ing Shildon County Council-
lors, Henry Nicholson and 
Trish Pemberton, neither 
of whom responded to 
questions on conflict of 
interest before the Town 
Crier went to press.
Durham County Council’s 
(DCC) Corporate Manage-
ment Team, which includes 
councillors Ossie Johnson 
and June Brown - both of 
whom are school governors 
- reported to members at 
the 16th May meeting that: 
“there would be an annual 
saving to school budgets 
estimated to be in the 
region of £3 million.”
Asked to explain why being 
a school governor was not 
considered a conflict of 
interest, a spokesperson 
for DCC would only say: 
“The members received 
advice on this that it was 
not an interest that would 
preclude voting on the 
issue.”
One councillor and ex-
school governor who took 
the opposite view 

Teaching assistants on the picket line at St John’s C of E (Aided) Primary School. 

Two  thirds  of  councillors  voting  
to  sack  TAs  are  school  governors

Continued on page 3.
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Beloved Wife of Gareth. 
Dearly loved Stepmother to 
Anthony & Claire. A loving 
Grandma, a dear Sister and 

Sister-in-Law to Barbara 
& John and also a good 

friend.

Howe

Will friends please meet for 
service in St John’s Church, 

Shildon, at 12.30pm on 
Thursday November 

17th, followed by private 
interment for family only. 

Flowers may be sent if 
preferred or a donation 
can be left in Church for 
the Food Bank. After the 
service all are invited for 

refreshments at Elm Road 
Club.

Judith Anne (nee Thompson) 
Aged 69 years of Shildon 

Passed away suddenly but 
peacefully in hospital on 

November 4th

In Memoriam

Thoughts go back to happy 
days when we were all 

together,
The family chain is broken 

now but memories live 
forever

June Alderson

Love always,
John & Christine, Neil & 

Debbie, Rae & Sandra, all 
grandchildren and great 

grandchildren
xxx

November 14th 2011

I’ve looked for you 
everywhere,
In my bed,

In your chair,
In the kitchen,
Out the back,

But I can’t find you 
anywhere.

Please, when are you 
coming back?

Linda Lowe

I’ll always find you in my 
heart Linda,

Love John
xxx

12th November 2015

To hear your voice, to see 
you smile

To sit and talk with you a 
while,

To be together in the same 
old way,

Would be our dearest wish 
today

Audrey Waller

Loved and remembered 
forever,

Ken, David, Gillian & Ritchie
xxxx

16 November 2009

Birthday Memories

Birthday wishes to our 
precious Sister, Jill

Jill Howard

Love and miss you forever 
and always,
Shirl & John

xxx

November 12th

You’re one of Heaven’s 
Angels now, a perfect 

shining star,
And when you shine 

the world can see how 
beautiful you are

And though our hearts 
were broken, the day you 

went away,
We thank you Sweetest 
Angel, for the happiness 

you brought our way

Happy Birthday little mate

Jill Howard

Love you,
Gaz
xx

Birthdays

Happy 60th Birthday Mam

Susan Glazier

Lots of love from Paul & 
Michelle, Lucy & Katie

xxxx

8th November

Our Sister is 70 today
Happy Birthday

Yvonne Slack
(Nee Amos) 

7th November

With lots of love from Joan, 
John, Jacqueline & families

Happy 70th Birthday to my 
dear Daughter

Yvonne Slack
(Nee Amos) 

7th November

Lots of love from Mam
xxx

70!

Happy 1st Birthday to the 
happiest, most beautiful 

little girl in the world!

Evelyn Bennett
14.11.15

All our love always 
little puddin’

Love Mammy & Daddy
xxxxx

Happy 1st Birthday 
cheeky girl!

Evelyn Bennett
14.11.15

Lots of love and kisses,
From Nana, Derek 

& Uncle Chris
xxx

Happy 1st Birthday 
to our Princess

Evelyn Bennett
14.11.15

Lots of love,
Grandma 

& Aunty Julie
xxx

Happy 1st Birthday to our 
gorgeous Granddaughter

Evelyn Bennett
14.11.15

Lots of love and 
kisses,

From Grandad, 
Grandma Jill & 

Uncle Noah
xxx

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509 925

SCALEXTRIC
In box. Formula One X3 
advanced tracksystem. 

Good condition.
Tel: 01388 772920

£40 o.n.o.

Found
SET OF KEYS

Found in Jubilee Fields on 
Friday 4th November.

Contact the Crier

Services
Man with Van

Cheap and Reliable 
Single items to full house moves

Tel Colin on 07845 316041

CLAIRE’S MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING

CUT & BLOWDRY £10 
THROUGHOUT NOVEMBER

Tel: 07736 905 185

Birthdays

Advertise in 
The Shildon & District

Town Crier
Contact Jeff Ridley on

(01388) 775896 or 0790 999 2731
or email crier@talk21.com

Aqua Hand Car Wash
Dabble Duck Industrial 

Estate Shildon. 
Car Wash to Full Valets

Tel: 07502 268 483
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The Open Meeting of 
Shildon and District Flower 
Club takes place on Monday 
28th November from 
7.30pm at Shildon Civic 
Hall, when National Dem-
onstrator Michael Bowyer 
from Salisbury presents an 
evening of flower arranging 
under the heading ‘A Clas-
sical Christmas’.

“Get into the Christmas 
spirit early and enjoy 
browsing the colourful 
stalls prior to being enter-
tained by one of the best 
flower arrangers in the 
country,” encouraged a 
spokesperson.
Tickets cost £8. Contact 
Terry Hall on 01388 763430 
to reserve.

Flower  club’s  
classical  Christmas

Shildon Spiritualist Church 
on Middleton Road will be 
holding a special Remem-
brance Service on Sunday 
13th November.
A spokesperson com-
mented, “The service is 
a chance to reflect and 
remember loved ones who 
have passed. Please bring a 
flower if you can although 

there will be some avail-
able in the church. The 
service will start at 6pm 
and refreshments will be 
available afterwards as 
usual. We look forward to 
seeing you there.”
The Church is also happy 
to welcome new members. 
Forms are available from 
the Secretary.

A meeting of Dene Valley 
Parish Council is to take 
place at 6.30pm on Monday 
14th November in Prince 

The Breathe Easy Durham 
Dales support group, 
which has several Shildon 
members, invites readers 
to an evening with Sound 
Waves Community Choir at 
Bishop Auckland Method-
ist Church, Cockton Hill 
Road, opposite the General 
Hospital on Thursday 17th 
November. 
The show starts at 7.30pm 
and admission is £5 for 
adults and free for children.
Tickets can be purchased 
from Breathe Easy and 
Sound Waves members or 
by calling Harry Brown on 
01388 773652. Alternately, 

you can pay at the door. 
All proceeds will be 
donated to The British 
Lung Foundation and local 
respiratory nursing groups 
to help in their fight against 
lung cancer.
For anyone who may have,  
or know someone who has 
a lung condition, Breathe 
Easy self-help support 
groups are for information, 
support and friendship, 
enjoying social events, days 
out and activities.
Further details can be 
obtained by contacting the 
British Lung Foundation 
direct on 03000 030 555.

Breathe  Easy  invite

Remembering  loved  
ones

Parish  meeting
Bishops Primary School, 
Dene Valley.
Members of the pubic are 
invited to attend.

Show not to be missed!
Boxing Night

‘LIVVY & THE NOIZE’
Amazing 4 piece band presenting modern 

& classic rock, pop & soul covers.
Tickets £6 available behind the bar

Come early to avoid disappointment!

Elm Road Club

Teaching assistants on the picket line at Prince Bishops Community Primary School.

Teaching assistants picketing outside Timothy Hackworth Primary School.  

was Cllr Owen Temple of 
Consett North who said: 
“The reason I resigned my 
governorship was so that 
it would be clear that I 
had no conflict of interest 
for the first debate on 
teaching assistant pay and 
conditions.
“The decision resulted 
from the following key bits 
of advice given to me by 
the council’s chief legal 
officer: ‘You should not 
participate in the business 
and should leave the room 
if the following circum-
stances apply: You have 
a registerable interest 
[which I would have as a 
school governor] and The 
matter will affect the fi-
nancial position of yourself 
or one of the bodies in 
your register of entries.’
“Since the decision clearly 
would affect the finances 
of the school of which I 
was a governor I took the 
view that being a school 
governor meant that 
there would be a conflict 
of interest for me in any 
debate on the teaching as-

sistant pay cuts.”
Meanwhile Teaching As-
sistants in Shildon and 
Coundon Grange received 
unanimous support on 
picket lines at St John’s, 
Timothy Hackwork and 
Prince Bishops primary 
schools on Tuesday 8th 
November. 
Parent Kim Templeton, 
whose son suffers from 
ADHD said: “Teaching 
Assistants are angels. If 
it wasn’t for these good 
staff, he wouldn’t be in 
mainstream school now 
and I wouldn’t be in work. 
It’s heartbreaking to be 
told to take a 23% pay cut.” 
Lisa Turnbull, who has 26 
years’ experience and is 
a member of the County 
Durham Teaching Assis-
tants Activists Committee 
said: “This is not about a 
pay rise or holidays. We 
are fighting for what is 
right and fair. We are very 
pleased and proud to have 
the support of our school 
community, this means a 
lot and shows how people 
value the role we have in 
school.”
Catherine Dawson, a 

Higher Level Teaching As-
sistant picketing at Prince 
Bishops Primary School 
said: “We’ve had lots of 
support from cars tooting 
as they pass, from children 
wearing blue and yellow 
and parents telling us how 
wrong it is for this to be 
happening.” 
On Byerley Road drivers 
pipped their horns as the 
TAs of Timothy Hackworth 
Primary cheered and 
waved flags, while parents 
stopped to chat and have 
their pictures taken with 
the staff.
Durham County Council say 
it is necessary to change 
the contracts of teaching 
assistants so that they are 
only paid for the hours 
they work instead of all 
year.
Teaching assistants dispute 
this and say that they have 
evidence that they are 
already paid on term-time 
only contracts.
In a statement on Tuesday 
evening, DCC said that 125 
of the county’s 243 schools 
were affected on the first 
day of the strike with 43 
closing completely.

From page 1

Parents  show  support  as  
town’s  TAs  strike
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Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

After a 5 week course at 
Bishop Auckland Commu-
nity Fire Station, 15 new 
volunteers have joined the 
ranks of the Community 
Peer Mentors project and 
are now ready to provide 
support to vulnerable and 
isolated people in the 
Bishop Auckland, Leeholme, 
Coundon and Shildon areas.
The new volunteers, includ-
ing five from Shildon, are 
in addition to a further 14 
mentors who have complet-
ed a two-day course held in 
Darlington to provide ad-
ditional support to people 
in Darlington and Bishop 
Auckland.
Project coordinator, Jim 
Cunningham said, “We now 
have nearly 50 Community 
Peer Mentors trained and 
volunteering to help change 
people’s lives and support 
them to be reintegrated 
back into society.
“We aim to support those 
suffering from anti-social 
behaviour or neighbour-
hood disputes, perceived 
or real, while assisting 
to reduce the pressure 
on frontline services by 
engaging with individuals 
who make frequent calls 
and demands on services.
“A significant proportion 
of cases involving frequent 
callers stem from un-met 
needs resulting in an ex-
tremely negative impact 
of a person’s wellbeing, 

New  members  join  Community  
Peer  Mentors  project

feelings of isolation and 
vulnerability.
“The course is delivered 
by a brilliant professional 
in coaching and mentoring, 
and provides an opportuni-
ty for experiential learning, 
using techniques includ-
ing role play, large group 
discussions and creative 
exercises.” 
For anyone interested in  
becoming involved in the 
project the next 5 week 
training course will be held 
in the Newton Aycliffe and 
Spennymoor areas as the 
project looks to expand 
into those communities.
The training is free and 
will start on Wednesday 
25th January 2017 at Spen-
nymoor Community Fire 
Station  from 6pm, lasting 
for 2½ hours. 
“We are looking for moti-
vated, caring and enthusi-
astic individuals of all ages 
to help support vulnerable 
and isolated individuals,” 

said Mr Cunningham. “It is 
fast moving and has proved 
to be very enjoyable and 
practical; the training cer-
tainly prepares the volun-
teers to meet and support 
vulnerable and isolated 
people.”
Once trained, the mentors 
can choose where they 
would like to work to 
support clients.
Community Peer Mentors 
work in pairs when engaging 
with a client to establish 
the root cause of particular 
issues. The objective is to 
empower and encourage 
people to actively engage 
with the community by 
signposting them to the 
most appropriate support 
network.
To register an interest or if 
you require further infor-
mation, contact project co-
ordinator Jim Cunningham 
on: 0300 003 1818 or jim.
cunningham@restorative-
hub.org.uk. 

Four of the new Shildon volunteers, Paula, Jamie, Elliot and Kathryn with Police, Crime 
and Victim’s Commissioner, Ron Hogg (centre).

A charity show in aid of 
BBC’s Children in Need 
will be staged at The Civic 
Hall on Saturday 19th 
November, by Shildon’s 
young entertainers.
A spokesperson for the 
event said, “Each year 
when we put on a show 
for Children In Need we 
choose  a different theme. 
All the entertainers 
this year will be singing 
nothing but Disney songs 
throughout the evening. 

So why not bring the 
family along, and dress up 
as your favourite Disney 
character if you want to? 
And who knows, your fa-
vourite song may be sung 
too. It should be a great 
night out, something for 
everyone. There will also 
be raffle prizes to be 
won.”
The event starts at 7.30pm 
and all tickets are priced 
at £3.50, payable on the 
door.

Disney  fun  for  
Children  in  Need

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Flowers of Flanders as red as an eye,

Filled with tears so many must die,

Somme and Passchendaele, Ypres,

How they cried, mothers and fathers

And young widowed brides.

Scarring the landscape no flowers, no trees,

Bodies of boys mud to their knees,

Wet cigarettes and a letter from Mum

Pleading with God to let them come home.

I saw a friend’s face ten paces from me,

Smiling in grace now finally set free,

His torso encased in the mud next to me.

Whistle will blow, then over we go

Into the fields of death to fight foe,

I faced a young Hun who started to run

I sent him to heaven at the point of a gun,

He sobbed like a child, for mother he cried,

Frantically calling her name as he died.

The horror of war no glory in gore

Only the heartache for you to endure

History shows that war does impose

The burden of grief evermore.

Poetry Corner
Flowers of Flanders

By Lou, Shildon

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

LIVE IN NOVEMBER
Sat 12th NOK REVOLVER

Sun 13th 101
Sat 19th  FAB

Sun 20th BELTA
Sat 26th  JD & THE 

WOODSMEN
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ESTATE AGENTS: LETTING AGENT : TENANT FINDRS ONLY : PROPERTY MAINTENANCE : EPCs : CP12s : AUCTIONS
Web-Site www.expresspropertyservicesneltd.co.uk   Email: carly@superiorpropertymanagement.co.uk

97/99 Church Street, Shildon, Co. Durham DL4 1DT 01388 773355 Company No 8533649

LOOKING TO RENT?

MOVE HOME FOR FREE BEFORE CHRISTMAS (Conditions Apply)

HIDEWAY COTTAGE, SHILDON
£69,950

• Three Bedroomed House, GCH & D Glazing
• Potential to extend (subject to planning)
• Town Centre location
• Off street parking

PLEASE CALL TODAY for further information - 01388 773355 or 07943197785

URGENTLY REQUIRED - PROPERTY TO SELL - BUYERS WAITING - NO SALE NO FEE

THORNHILL CLOSE, SHILDON
£79,950

• Three Bed Semi Detached House
• GCH & UPVS Double Glazing
• Conservatory, Garden & Garage
• No chain

TYNEDALE WALK, SHILDON
£49,950

• Three Bed Mid Link
• Requires a refurbishment
• Popular location, no chain
• Ideal family or FTB home

REDUCED

To Let
KING EDWARD STREET 

SHILDON
£320 pcm

Three bed mid-terrace
GCH & UPVC Double Glazing

Lounge / Dining Room
Town Centre Location

To Let To Let To Let
ROSEDALE CRESCENT 

SHILDON
£395 pcm

Two bed mid-link
GCH & UPVC Double Glazing

Lounge / Dining Room
Gardens

Popular Location

THICKLEY TERRACE
SHILDON
£350 pcm

Two bedroom mid terrace
GCH & UPVC Double Glazing

Lounge & Dining Room
Bathroom First Floor

Yard to rear

FREVILLE STREET
SHILDON
£325 pcm

Two bed terrace plus ATTIC ROOM
GCH & UPVS Double Glazing

Lounge / Dining Room
Fitted Kitchen
Yard to rear

ELMFIELD TCE, SHILDON
£79,950

• Refurbished Three Bed House
• Ideal for the F.T.B or Growing Family
• Lounge & Fitted Kitchen & Utility
• Yard to rear

NEW

Baptisms  at  St  John’s
Revd. David Tomlinson had 
the pleasure of welcom-
ing three children into 
the Church of England on 
Sunday 6th November, when 
their baptism services were 
held at St John’s Church.
First was Aurora Penelope 
Marrison, born on 11th 
November 2015 to parents 
Caroline Brown, a home-
maker and Terry Marrison, 
an Administrator, from 
Foundry Street.
Aurora’s Godparents 
were Amée Lodge, Rosina 
Marrison and Phillip Brown.

The family celebrated the 
special occasion at Old 
Shildon Club.
Next to the font was Oliver 
Jake Ross, born 11th July 
2016. His parents Lauren 
Humphrey, a factory 
worker, and Liam Ross, 
a shop assistant, from 
Hilsdon Drive, looked on 
proudly as their chosen 
Godparents took their 
vows. They were Roan 
Molloy, Ashley Quickmire, 
Gemma Churm, Stephen 
Horan, Thomas Foster and 
Christopher Cairns.

A reception followed at Elm 
Road Club.
Last but certainly not least 
was Holly Golightly, born 
23rd December 2015 to 
Administrator Amy Janine 
Murphy and Warehouse 
Manager Regan Golightly, 
from Highland Gardens.
They chose five Godpar-
ents for their little girl; 
Adelle Garnett, Samantha 
Jasper, Louise Hickey, Craig 
Chester and Troy Race.
The family also celebrated 
with a party at Elm Road 
Club.

Holly Golightly next to the font with her parents and 
Godparents.Oliver Jake Ross with his parents, Godparents and cousin Lily.

Aurora Penelope Marrison with her parents and Godpar-
ents on her special day.
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The board is unveiled by Revd. David, flanked by Church servers and the Cubs & Scouts 
of All Saints. 

New  board  commemorates  
church  vicars

Celebrating our heritage 
and holding community 
memories is one of the 
many aspects of Church 
life here in Shildon. 
On Sunday 6th November 
Revd. David unveiled a 
new board in St John’s 
Church, installed through 
donations, and recording 
the vicars of the parish 
since its formation in 1834. 
Starting with Revd. James 
Manisty in its first year, 
the board contains many 
names, some familiar 
locally and others less so. 
Many people in the town 
will remember Canon 
Corden who served the 

town from 1966 to 1978 
while stories of ‘Daddy 
Watts’ a card carrying 
member of the commu-
nist party, still circulate 
amongst older inhabitants.
The board was unveiled 
as part of the ‘All Saint’s’ 
celebrations, remem-
bering those who gave 
themselves to the service 
of this community in the 
years gone by. 
All Saint’s cubs and scouts 
shared in the unveiling 
along with a good size 
congregation. 
Saint John’s is the earliest 
of Shildon’s Church build-
ings and stands today as 

a reminder of the town’s 
more prosperous past. 
It also remains a hub for 
many of today’s com-
munity events, activities 
and acts of remem-
brance, with thousands 
of funerals, baptisms, and 
weddings undertaken, 
and still being undertaken 
today. 
Revd. David commented, 
“Saint John’s has a proud 
tradition of serving the 
people of Shildon and I am 
privileged to be a part of 
that tradition today. 
“Thank you so much to 
those whose generosity 
made this board possible.”

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

The Royal British Legion 
Shildon Branch has decided 
to return to the Shildon 
Football Club for their 
meetings and social events. 

For further information 
simply go along at 7pm 
on the last Friday of the 
month or call the club sec-
retary on 07429 486 343.

As part of the Auckland 
Railways Group programme, 
local historian and author 
Gerald Slack (The First Five 
Miles, History of Lingford 
Gardiner & Co) is deliver-
ing two talks on the Chris 
Percival Show on Bishop FM 
this month.
The talks, titled ‘Shildon, 
The World's First Railway 
Town’ cover the impact of 
the coming of the railways 

upon the area until 1867; 
when the last of a long line 
of locomotives was built in 
the town. The focus there-
after was almost entirely 
on wagon manufacture and 
repair.
Driven forward by the 
Stockton and Darlington 
Railway Company, the 
emergence of the town of 
New Shildon, from a low 
lying swamp to a centre of 

Shildon’s  history  to  be  subject  
of  radio  show

excellence for early railway 
engineering is one of the 
great industrial stories of 
the early decades of the 
19th century.
In the late 1830s New 
Shildon was to merge with 
its near neighbour, Old 
Shildon, to form a single 
township. In time the town 
would progress from its 
status as the headquarters 
of the Stockton and Dar-
lington engineering facility 
to one of the most impor-
tant wagon-works in the 
British Empire.
An illustrated booklet has 
been produced in support 
of the talks and copies will 
be available via the Shildon 
Library lending facility.
The talks will be aired on 
Bishop FM, 105.9, at 12 
noon on Sundays 20th and 
27th of November.

Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
is delighted to be hosting 
Brick Alley LEGO User 
Group’s LEGO Show on 
Saturday 12th and Sunday 
13th November.
“There’ll be something 
for all the family at this 
fun, free event,” said a 
spokesperson. “Check out 
the five largest LEGO sets 
ever released on display, 
and view a great range 
of displays of LEGO sets 

and “my own creations” 
by members of Brick Alley 
LEGO User Group and other 
clubs.
Plus get hands-on with 
brick pits and colouring 
stations for creative kids to 
play with!
The event will run from 
10am to 4pm on both days 
in the museum’s Collection 
Building. Admission to the 
museum and the event, 
plus parking, are free of 
charge.

Locomotion  Lego  
show

RBL  venue  change

The Busy Bees fundraising 
group are holding a trip to 
Doncaster on Saturday 19th 
November.
The coach will leave the 

King William Bus Station at 
9am. Tickets are £12. 
If you would like to join 
the group on their trip, call 
Marion on 01388 774519.

Doncaster  trip

The November meeting of 
Shildon Town Council will 
take place on Monday 14th 
from 6.30pm in the Town 
Council Chambers, Civic 
Hall Square.

Items to be discussed 
include an update on the 
proposal to remove street 
lights on Middridge Lane 
and the initial proposal 
for the new Parliamentary 
Constituency Boundary.
Also on the agenda is a 
planning application for a 
change of use at All Saints 
Church to a cattery/animal 
care, cafe, petting centre 
and parking.
Applications for grant aid 
of £100 from Hackworth 
parkrun, The Salvation 
Army and Brusselton 
Incline Group will also be 
considered.

Council  meeting
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Shildon’s Malcolm Clement is supporting the British 
Lung Foundation after being diagnosed with COPD. 

Shildon  resident  urges  people  
to  take  lung  health  seriously
A Shildon resident is 
encouraging people in 
County Durham to take 
their lung health seriously, 
sharing the challenges he 
faces living with Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease on World COPD Day 
(16th November).
Malcolm Clement is sup-
porting the British Lung 
Foundation’s campaign, 
after the charity revealed 
that millions of people 
across the UK have COPD – 
but don’t even know it.
COPD is the name used 
to describe a number 
of conditions including 
emphysema and chronic 
bronchitis. 115,000 people 
are diagnosed with COPD 
each year – equivalent to 
a new diagnosis every five 
minutes. But that’s just 
the ‘tip of the iceberg’ ac-
cording to the BLF’s Chief 
Executive.
Malcolm first noticed some-
thing wasn’t quite right 
during his lunch break at 
work. His breathing became 
increasingly laboured while 
walking.
He already had multiple 
diagnoses for pleurisy, 
pneumonia and fluid on the 
lungs. After another bout 
of illness, he felt a further 
investigation was needed.  
This is when COPD was con-
firmed. 
Malcolm said, “I was dev-
astated. I had nothing to 
look forward to, other than 
a poor quality of life - at 
best.
“Two years ago, I was 
planning my funeral. Now 
I’m able to go on holiday 
and things are looking 
much rosier than they have 
for a long time. I’ve even 
completed the Great North 
Run in aid of the British 
Lung Foundation – without 

their dedicated nurse, and 
information, I’d have never 
learnt to adjust to life with 
COPD.”
The BLF is encouraging 
anyone who gets out of 
breath doing everyday 
tasks, such as walking 
up stairs, to take their 
lung health seriously. The 
charity has set up a simple 
online breath test on its 
website: www.blf.org.
uk/breathtest and wants 
people to take the test and 
if advised to, seek advice 
from their GP.
It is also calling on the gov-
ernment to set up a respir-
atory taskforce to develop 
a new five year strategy to 
improve lung health.
Dr Penny Woods, Chief 
Executive of the British 
Lung Foundation, says: 
“COPD isn’t just a smokers’ 

disease. People with long-
term asthma, or those 
exposed to air pollution 
and fumes are also vulnera-
ble – that could be anyone.
“We’re aware of 1.2 million 
diagnosed with the con-
dition but that’s the tip 
of the iceberg. Millions 
have this life-limiting lung 
disease, and they don’t 
even know it.”
World COPD Day is being 
used to raise awareness of 
other possible symptoms, 
such as having a cough that 
lasts a long time, wheezing 
in cold weather, and pro-
ducing more mucus or 
phlegm than usual.
The charity’s Helpline 
provides advice on COPD 
and other lung conditions: 
03000 030 555. Information 
is also available from its 
website: blf.org.uk/COPD.

Last week saw the first re-
hearsal of Shildon Commu-
nity Choir at the Salvation 
Army Hall on Cross Street.
Thirty-seven local people 
turned up to join the new 
choir, singing Christmas 
music old and new.
They will practice at 

7pm each Thursday night 
throughout November with 
a concert being held on 
Sunday 4th December.
Anyone interested in 
singing can still join in the 
practices, either just turn 
up or email shildoncommu-
nitymusic@gmail.

Community  choir  
rehearsals  underway

Shildon Salvation Army on 
Cross Street is holding its 
Christmas Fayre on Saturday 
19th November, from 11am 
till 1pm. 
There is a small admission 
fee for adults  (children free) 
and there will be lots of 
stalls plenty of bargains, light 
lunches and Santa's Grotto.
Meanwhile, St John’s Church 

will hold its own Christmas 
Fayre on Saturday 26th 
November, from 10am to 
1pm.
There will be stalls with 
crafts, gifts, books, bric-a-
brac, toys, cakes and much 
more, as well as Santa in his 
Grotto.
Entrance is £1 while entrance 
into the Grotto is £2.

Christmas  Fayres

Residents and staff had a 
fun afternoon on Tuesday 
1st November at Holly 
Lodge Care Home on 
Maddison Street, when a 
Tommy Cooper tribute act 
provided some light-heart-
ed entertainment.

A  fun  afternoon  
‘just  like  that’

A spokesperson said, “He 
performed lots of magic 
tricks, told funny gags and 
had the staff and residents 
joining in with the tricks. 
He finished the show by 
getting everyone to join in 
with a good old sing-along.”      

‘Tommy Cooper’ with resident Violet Lamb.

A Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon Area Action Part-
nership Forum event will 
be held on Thursday 17th 
November at Locomotion 
Museum, Shildon, between 
6pm and 8pm.
The event will be an op-
portunity to vote on the 
priorities that you think the 
AAP should focus on next 
financial year. 
There will also be updates 

on the work of the AAP 
as well as a presentation 
from the previously funded 
projects supported by BASH 
AAP. 
Although the evening will 
start at 6pm, there will 
be information stalls from 
5.15pm. 
If you would like to register 
your attendance call 03000 
268 663 or email bishop-
shildonaap@durham.gov.uk.

BASH  AAP  forum  
event Advertise 

your business 
in The Crier

Call Jeff on
01388 775896

0790 999 2731
Or email:

crier@talk21.com
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

The 185th weekly Hackworth parkrun ended with a coffee 
morning raising funds for a public defibrillator.

parkrun  raises  funds  
for  defibrillator

On Saturday November 5th 
a total of 91 runners took 
part in the 185th Hack-
worth parkun, after which 
many of them joined with 
the people of Shildon to 
enjoy a cup of tea or coffee 
and a cake in the park 
Resthouse, in support of 
parkrun’s campaign to raise 
the funds for the purchase 
of a defibrillator.
The coffee morning was 
hosted by Evenwood Road 
Runners and proved to 
be such a success that all 
cakes and home baked 
goods were sold out in no 
time at all.
Hackworth parkrun event 
directors, Neil and Diane 
Wood and their core team 
of organisers were over-
whelmed by the turnout 
and the total of £410 which 
had been raised towards 

the appeal.
Mr Wood said: “An Auto-
mated External Defibrilla-
tor or AED can cost around 
£800 and a public access 
cabinet another £500, so 
this has given a huge boost 
towards us achieving our 
goal.
“We would like to thank 
everyone who came to our 
coffee morning and special 
thanks to Councillor Henry 
Nicholson and Shildon’s 
mayor, Councillor Trish 
Pemberton for being with 
us. Their help and support 
is invaluable.”
Hackworth parkrun takes 
place at 9am every Saturday 
morning. To register, visit 
parkrun.org.uk/register, 
print out the barcode sheet 
that is generated during 
the registration process, 
then turn up and run.

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

The MoTor Shop
2 CheapSide, Shildon, 01388 773654
• All types of number plates supplied
• All types of keys cut
• Immobiliser batteries
• Photocopying & Fax service
• Car Batteries (with 2 year guarantee)

Open Mon-Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm | Sat 8.30am - 2.00pm | Sun 9.30am - 12 noon
Open Bank Holidays 9am - noon. www.themotorshop.co.uk

Est.1979

The latest Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club lottery 
rolled over after Sunday 
13th November’s draw was 
not won. The numbers 
drawn were: 1, 2, 4, 9, 10 
and 12. The consolation 
prize of £25 was drawn 
from all entries and won 
by P Stacey.
The jackpot now rolls 
over to £850 with players 
needing to select 6 numbers 
from 11 remaining.
The Supporters Club is now 
accepting new applications 
for its grant fund. Forms 
are available to download 
at shildonafc.com. The 
deadline for applications 

is Friday 18th November.  
Cheques will be pre-
sented to the awardees at 
Shildon’s home match on   
Saturday 3rd December, 
unless Shildon remain in 
the FA Vase and are drawn 
away from home that day.
In that case, cheques 
will be presented at 
the home match on the 
evening of Wednesday 30th 
November.
Tickets for the lottery can 
now be bought at Rakeesh 
Convenience Store on Main 
Street as well as Main 
Street News, the One Stop 
Shop on Byerley Road as 
well as the football ground.

Lotto  news

The Shildon Running & Ath-
letics Club seniors spread 
themselves across the 
North East last weekend 
when they took part in both 
the Leeds Abby Dash and 
the MoRun in Newcastle.
At Leeds, Simon But-
terworth set a personal 
best for a 10K race with a 
time of 45 minutes and 40 
seconds. 
He was followed by Ian 
Rudge (55m 31s), Lesley 
Butterworth (1hr 7m 18s) 
and Emma Flynn (1hr 10m 
14s). 
Following the chilly race, 
the team warmed up and 
celebrated their success in 
time honoured tradition at 
the local public house!
Stephen Curry represented 
Shildon in a solo effort at 
the MoRun 10K in New-
castle with an excellent 
time of 52 minutes and 42 
seconds.
The Shildon Running & 
Athletics Club Presentation 

Evening will take place on 
Saturday 26th November 
from 3pm until 7pm at 
Shildon AFC clubhouse. 
The evening celebrates 
the successes of both the 

Running  Club  latest  
junior and senior teams 
and all are welcome.
Tickets, which include a 
meal, are available from 
SR&AC coaches and com-
mittee members.

A comfortable 3-0 win over 
Jarrow Roofing saw Shildon 
AFC keep pace with the 
leaders at the top of 
Northern League Division 
One.
Before kick off, the crowd 
paid a minute’s silence on 
behalf of Judith Howe, 
who passed away on 4th 
November.
Judith was the beloved 
wife of club secretary and 
treasurer Gareth Howe and 
will be sadly missed by all 
at the club.
The match got underway 
with Shildon dominating 
from the off. 
Their commanding start 
was rewarded on 16 
minutes when a right wing 

cross from Dan Groves 
found Daniel ‘Bobby’ 
Moore who headed past 
keeper Andrew Hunter. 
Moore was playing in 
midfield after manager 
Gary Forrest made a 
number of changes which 
provided a more balanced 
side than of late.
The Railwaymen increased 
their lead just before the 
interval when Moore rose 
highest again to score his 
second headed goal of the  
day through a crowd of 
players.
Half Time:  Shildon AFC  2  
Jarrow Roofing  0.
Before the hour the game 
was put to bed when 
new signing Amar Purwal 

Shildon  win  to  keep  pace  with  
league  leaders

headed in from close range 
for his first goal for the 
club.
On 78 minutes the crowd 
thought Moore had notched  
his hat-trick with another 
header but the ref deemed 
he had pushed his opponent 
as they competed for the 
ball.
Final Score:  Shildon AFC  3  
Jarrow Roofing  0.
The win consolidated 
Shildon’s fourth place with 
games in hand which, if 
won, would see them draw 
level with league leaders, 
North Shields who won 1-0 
at the home of their local 
rivals and title favourites 
South Shields in front of a 
huge 2,651 crowd.


