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A Shildon veteran has been 
honoured by the President 
of France for his involve-
ment in the liberation of the 
country during the Second 
World War.
John Hulme, of Rosedale 

Veteran  honoured  by  France

Crescent, was called up 
in 1943 and joined the 6th 
Airborne Division, based in 
Salisbury Plain.
He was not only in Normandy 
on D-Day, 6th June 1944, 
but was also involved in 

the Battle of the Bulge and 
the Rhine Crossing, during 
which he fractured his leg 
when he parachuted in.
When his service was com-
pleted in 1947, John joined 
the Fusiliers and in 1950 
headed to Korea and later 
to East Africa.
On his return he was based 
at Barnard Castle, where 
he met his wife Constance 
Hanley, tying the knot in 
1955. The couple lived in 
Foundry Street and later 
Rosedale Crescent in 
Shildon, and John found 
employment at Shildon 
Shops until its closure in 
1984.
The 92-year-old was sur-
prised to receive a special 
delivery from the French 
Embassy in London in 
August. Inside was the 
highest medal award from 
the French Government, the 
insignia of the Chevalier de 
la Legion d’honneur.
The French Ambassador 
wrote in his letter to Mr 
Hulme, “As we contem-
plate this Europe of peace, 
we must never forget the 
heroes like you [...] We owe 
our freedom and security to 
your dedication, because 
you were ready to risk your 
life.”

John Hulme shows his medal after been appointed to the rank of Chevalier in the Ordre 
national de la Legion d’honneur by the French government.

A teenager is fighting for his 
life in an induced coma after 
a house fire in Shildon last 
week.
Troy Mackinlay received 
third degree burns across 90 
percent of his body when he 
was caught in the blaze in 
Albert Street on Friday 14th 
October.
Emergency services were 
called to the property just 
after 7am to find Troy and 
his cousin Tommie Vayro, 20, 
making their way out of the 
house with the help of brave 
neighbour Philip Wales, who 
heard the smoke alarm. 
Mr Wales found Troy in bed 
under two duvets before 
helping him down the stairs. 
Troy had to be hosed down 
by firefighters moments 
before the upstairs windows 
shattered.
The cousins were staying 
at the house after helping 
their grandmother Barbara 
Robinson, who was asleep 
downstairs at the time the 
fire broke out, move into 

the property just a few days 
earlier.
Mrs Robinson escaped with 
smoke inhalation while 
Tommie was treated for 
minor burns.
Troy was taken by ambu-
lance to the Royal Victoria 
Infirmary in Newcastle 
where he is still fighting for 
his life, with doctors giving 
him only a 5% chance of 
survival. He has 90% burns 
to his body and face, is 
receiving 90% oxygen and 
is also on kidney dialysis to 
help prevent his organs from 
shutting down.
Troy’s sister, Abra Wood, has 
opened a Just Giving page 
with the hope of raising 
£1,000 for the family’s travel 
costs to the RVI, as well as 
to replace items lost by Mrs 
Robinson.
So far, £351 has been raised 
towards the target.
If you would to help the 
family, you can donate by 
visiting justgiving.com and 
searching for Abra Wood.

Teen  fights  for  life  
after  Shildon  fire

Book online at
www.garnettscoaches.com

or call 01388 604419

26/10/2016    Blackpool Illuminations             £14.50       £13.50
29/10/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
05/11/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
05/11/2016 Leeds Market £12.50 £11.50
12/11/2016 York Christmas Market £12.50 £11.50
12/11/2016 Doncaster Christmas Market £14.50 £13.50
19/11/2016 York Christmas Shopper - 
 St Nicholas Fair £15.50 £14.50
19/11/2016 Leeds Christmas Shopper £12.50 £11.50
26/11/2016 Bury Christmas Market £16.50 £15.50
26/11/2016 Carlisle Christmas Shopper £14.00 £13.00
03/12/2016 York Xmas Shopping £15.50 £14.50
04/12/2016 Manchester Xmas Shopping £17.00 £16.00
10/12/2016 Leeds Market £12.50 £11.50
10/12/2016 Liverpool Xmas Shopper £16.00 £15.00

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS

TEL: 01388 778070
AIR-CON
RE-GAS 

ONLY £40

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save
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Passed Away Birthday Memories

Birthdays

Births

Found

Classifieds
All about local people...

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience

Sadly passed away 
peacefully at home, devoted 

Mother, Grandmother, 
Great-Grandmother and a 

friend to many

Gloria Rutherford

Service at St John’s Church 
on Wednesday 26th 
October at 10.15am

14.10.16

Congratulations 
Laura & Michael 

on the birth of your Son

Wilkinson - Carter

All our love and best wishes 
for the future,

Great Grandparents 
Marlene & Leslie Iddon

xxx

Brody George-John
On 12th October, 6lb 13ozs

Happy 29th Birthday Dad

Michael Wilkinson

Love Brody & 
Mam, Laura

xxx

19.10.16

Yale Key & another key
Found in York Square on 
Thursday 13th October

Contact the Town Crier on 
01388 775896

Happy 70th Birthday,
Love you till the 
end of my time

Jeff Horner

Pat & family
xxx

21.10.2016

Happy Birthday Dad,
Always in our minds, 
Forever in our hearts

Eric Dowling

Stan & Julie

20.10.32

Happy Birthday Grandad,
Brightest star in the sky

Eric Dowling

Loving and missing you 
always,

Michael & Kaysha

Thinking of you on what 
would have been your 

Birthday

Eric Dowling

Always in our thoughts,
Sarah & family x

20.10.1932

Birthday Memories

Missing you on 
your Birthday, as I 

always do.
Can’t give a card 
or present, but 
I can send love 

to you

Douglas Banks

Services
MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509 925

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Saint John’s Church will 
be celebrating harvest on 
Sunday 23rd October with 
the final count of the tins 
collected throughout the 
month in the 1,000 can 
challenge. 
“This is a town event” 
commented Revd. David, 
“The church is about 
people, and people gath-
ering together to celebrate 
good things is what harvest 

Harvest  celebrations
is all about.” 
There will be a morning 
‘All Age Harvest Celebra-
tion’ at 9.30am while doors 
open at 5pm for a ‘Harvest 
Café Church’ starting at 
6pm.  

Holly  Lodge  enjoy  a 
Royle  performance

The MoTor Shop
2 CheapSide, Shildon, 01388 773654
• All types of number plates supplied
• All types of keys cut
• Immobiliser batteries
• Photocopying & Fax service
• Car Batteries (with 2 year guarantee)

Open Mon-Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm | Sat 8.30am - 2.00pm | Sun 9.30am - 12 noon
Open Bank Holidays 9am - noon. www.themotorshop.co.uk

Est.1979

Residents and staff 
enjoyed a lovely after-
noon at Holly Lodge Care 
Home on Maddison Street 
recently, when they had 
a return visit from singer 
Kevin Royle.
A member of staff told 
us, “Kevin is very popular 

A resident enjoys a dance with a member of staff at the 
event.

with everyone at Holly 
Lodge as he sings lots of 
songs from an era that the 
residents remember, and 
everyone enjoys singing 
and dancing along to the 
tunes.
“We look forward to 
seeing Kevin again soon.”

Aqua Hand Car Wash
Dabble Duck Industrial 

Estate Shildon. 
Car Wash to Full Valets

Tel: 07502 268 483
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Members of 1st Shildon BP Scout Group. 

Busy  month  for  Scout  group

1st Shildon BP Scout Group 
have had a very busy month, 
attending the challenge 
hike and elders shield at 
Wooler, Northumberland. 
A spokesperson for the 
group said: “It has been a 
long time since the Scouts 
have participated in this 
event, so we are very proud 

to say that out of 15 groups, 
1st Shildon won the chal-
lenge hike with their excel-
lent teamwork and scouting 
skills.
“The Cubs have also 
attended a Cub adventure 
day in Berwick and had a 
fun-filled time.
“Not forgetting our 

little Beavers, who have 
recently come back from a 
cowboy and indian themed 
sleepover at Castleside.”
If anybody is interested in 
joining 1st Shildon Scout 
Group, simply go along to 
Shildon Methodist Church 
Hall on Tuesdays, 6.30pm 
until 8pm.

AAP  board  meeting
The Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon Area Action Part-
nership Board meeting will 
be held on Thursday 3rd 
November, from 6pm-8pm 
at Bishop Auckland Football 
Club’s Heritage Park.
If you have any neighbour-
hood issues that you would 
like to be raised at the 
meeting, contact one of 
the team by Thursday 27th 
October. 
If you would like to attend 

the meeting contact a 
member of the team 
on 03000 268 663 or by 
emailing bishopshildon-
aap@durham.gov.uk to 
register your place.
“Please do not hesitate to 
get in touch if you have 
any questions, would like 
any further information, or 
have any special require-
ments for attending the 
meeting,” said a spokes-
person.

Jubilee Fields Commu-
nity Centre hosts its annual 
Halloween Disco on Friday 
28th October, from 4.30pm 
- 6pm. 
Entertainment will be 
provided by KDO Disco 

along with hot food avail-
able to purchase and the 
usual tombola stalls.
Entrance is £1 for both 
adults and children.
Everyone is welcome to 
attend.

Co-op Funeralcare is once 
again selling crocheted and 
knitted poppies of remem-
brance in support of the 
Royal British Legion.
Barbara Bates, from Co-op 
Funeralcare in Church 
Street said: “In 2015 
between us we raised 
£340.57 for the RBL 
and would like to thank 

everyone who contributed 
to that wonderful amount.
“The poppies have been 
kindly made for us by 
members of the commu-
nity and are available for a 
donation to RBL at Shildon 
Funeralcare.” 
For more information call 
01388 774853 between 
10am and 2pm weekdays.

Crocheted  poppies  
for  sale

Community  Centre 
Halloween  disco

Staff at Shildon Library 
have expressed their ap-
preciation to everyone 

who attended their recent 
coffee morning. A grand 
total of £230 was raised.

Library  thanks

Dr  Baliga’s  surgery  to  move
Dr Baliga’s surgery, cur-
rently based in The Health 
Centre on Church Street, 
has recently merged with 
Jubilee Medical Group.
This means that from 
Monday 31st October, the 
practice will relocate to 
the Burke Street Surgery at 
9 Burke Street, Shildon.
Practice Manager, Janet 

Stephenson, would like 
to reassure patients that 
there will be no change 
to the range of services 
provided and that they will 
still be able to see the cli-
nician of their choice.
Patients will also be able 
to continue collecting 
repeat prescriptions from 
the same pharmacy they 

currently use.
There will however be 
a change in telephone 
number. From the above 
date patients will need to 
call 01325 311300 to make 
an appointment or to order 
a repeat prescription. 
Dr Baliga’s current phone 
number will no longer be 
in use.
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Help 
to Buy
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SENSORY IMPAIRMENT SUPPORT
Support and advice relating to all kinds of sensory 
loss, including equipment to try, contacts for support 
groups, and help for people who want to return to 
work or start work can be 
arranged by phoning 

03000 26 79 79
Or visiting www.durham.gov.
uk/sensorysupportteam

A SELECTION OF 
2/3 BEDROOMED 
PROPERTIES TO 
LET IN SHILDON

CALL STUART ON
07961 779 704

Bond & references 
required

Providing a caring personal service available 
24 hours a day,  7 days a week.

Shildon Funeralcare
Elm Cottage, 85 Church Street, DL4 1DT 
01388 774 853
www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

Funeralcare

“We don’t believe that 
County Hall has made any 
attempt to properly explain 
the value of Teaching As-
sistants to parents and the 
public, and we just want 
a fair opportunity to tell 
people why we feel the 
need to take this action.”
So say two of County 
Durham’s Teaching Assis-
tants as their Unison col-
leagues voted overwhelm-
ingly this week, by 93% to 
take strike action against 
Durham County Council in 
a dispute over the terms of 
their contracts. 
“They’ve even taken 
to calling us ‘classroom 
helpers’ in their press 
statements now, instead 
of ‘teaching assistants’ - 
even though that’s what 
we’ve been called since 
our jobs were re-evaluated 
by Durham County Council 
(DCC) in 2012 - because 
they want to distance us 
from the word ‘teaching’,” 
said Mary, who asked that 
her real name not be used 
- as did her colleague Ann. 
“But the reality,” added 
Ann, “is that we aren’t just 
Teaching Assistants, we are 
now assistant teachers.”
“A lot of people think that 
we are in school to make 
sure classrooms are tidy 
before and after lessons 
and that’s the extent of 
our role. They don’t realise 
that not only are most of us 
educated to degree level, 
but we are also highly expe-
rienced and trained in spe-
cialised areas. For example, 
I have expertise in autism 
and looking after other 
children with special needs. 
That’s not training that 
teachers have received, so 
they are absolutely reliant 
on us to help children with 
complex requirements.”
The list of specialisms is 
wide ranging, allowing TAs 
to work one to one with 
children who may need ad-
ditional support and freeing 
teachers to work with the 
remaining pupils.
“We also regularly plan and 
even take classes when 
teachers are absent,” said 
Mary. “I know of many TAs 
who have taken classes 
for several days when a 
teacher is off sick. We’re 
used to save the school the 
cost of hiring in expensive 
supply teachers.”
DCC, after a consultation 
in which TAs claim they 
have not been listened 
to, has decided to sack 

the majority of teaching 
assistants after they over-
whelmingly voted to reject 
a compensation offer which 
would delay for two years 
life-changing pay cuts of up 
to 23%. 
Durham TAs are already 
paid up to £4,000 a year 
less than their equivalent 
colleagues in the region 
and if this cut is imple-
mented, they will be up to 
£8,000 worse off than TAs 
working just a dozen miles 
away in Darlington.
The authority claims that 
the decision is not about 
money, but about equality. 
They say that TAs are 
paid as if they work all 
year when they only work 
term time. As a result, it 
says it is open to equality 
claims from staff who are 
already on term-time only 
contracts such as school 
cleaners and cooks.
However, TAs in other local 
areas, on similar contracts,  
have been re-graded to 
ensure they keep their pay.
“We’re not asking for more 
money,” says Mary, “We’re 
just asking to be paid what 
we currently earn. All 
councillors have to do is 
re-grade us so that we keep 
our salaries. It’s a simple 
solution that will completely 
resolve this dispute. The 
county say they’ve tried 
‘really hard’ and claim they 
want to ‘mitigate the impact 
of changes’ to our contracts, 
but they haven’t even enter-
tained re-grading.”
“Who is capable of surviv-
ing between £300 and £500 
a month being taken out of 
their wages with rent to pay 
and food to buy?” asks Ann.
“In fact, many of us would 
be better off quitting and 
going on the dole, where 
we would be financially 
better off,” is her alarming 
conclusion.
Unison General Secretary, 
Dave Prentis tweeted im-
mediately after the ballot 
announcement: “93% vote 
for strike action from 
Durham Teaching Assis-
tants. A tremendous result 
that shows the strength of 
feeling in this dispute.” 
It remains to be seen 
whether Durham’s County 
Councillors are sobered 
enough by the result to 
return to the negotiaiting 
table. 
If not, the county’s children, 
as well as its Teaching As-
sistants will be the poorer 
for it.

‘Value us’  plea  as  
TAs  vote  to  strike

Greenfield Community College students Jordan Kent and Curtis Craggs celebrated five 
years of perfect attendance in a ceremony at the Riverside Stadium, Chester-le-Street.

Jordan  and  Curtis  celebrate  
perfect  attendance  records

On Monday 19th Septem-
ber, Jordan Kent and Curtis 
Craggs celebrated with 
their families the amazing 
achievement of five years 
without a day’s absence 
from Greenfield.
Executive Headteacher, 
Mr Priestley and Assistant 
Headteacher, Mrs Stubbs 
joined them at the River-
side Stadium in Chester-le-
Street to see them enjoy 
the glory and add their 
congratulations to that of 
Margaret Whellans, Corpo-
rate Director Children and 
Adult Services, Caroline 
O’Neill, Durham’s Head of 
Education and Metro Radio 
Presenter, Karen Wight.
Perfect attendance for five 
years has certainly paid off 
for these students. Jordan 
has done exceptionally 
well, achieving seven As 
and four Bs in her GCSEs 
allowing her to go on to 
study English Literature, 
Drama, French and Psy-
chology at Queen Elizabeth 
Sixth Form College in Dar-
lington. 
Jordan was a star per-
former in school produc-
tions and was always very 

determined not to miss a 
day at school. 
Curtis was determined to 
make every moment of his 
time at Greenfield count, 
which resulted in six high 
grades and he too has now 
moved on to Queen Eliza-
beth Sixth Form College. 
When Year 11 officially left 
in June, Curtis kept going 
back and even thought 
about applying for an Ap-
prenticeship in the ICT de-
partment, but was encour-
aged to spread his wings 
and try out new things. 
Caroline O’Neill congratu-
lated the students and ex-
pressed her thanks to the 
proud parents and teachers 
who had supported and en-
couraged the young people 
to show such a commit-
ment to attending school.

“Excellent attendance is a 
quality sought after by all 
employers and certainly 
something worth putting 
on any CV,” she said. 
“By encouraging excellent 
attendance at school we 
believe we are preparing 
our students for their lives 
beyond school.”
Mrs Stubbs added: “Green-
field has now celebrated 
100% attendance at this 
ceremony for 12 years. It 
has become a regular date 
for the diary. 
“Students want to attend 
Greenfield and be a part 
of the continuing success 
and caring environment in 
which every child is valued 
as an individual. We aim 
to develop resilient young 
people, a trait necessary to 
progress through life.”
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Learn more about the 
wartime adventures of 
Aubrey Herbert in free, 
family-friendly storytell-
ing sessions at Locomo-
tion: The National Railway 
Museum at Shildon on 
Wednesday 26th October.
Storyteller Rob Temple will 
share the story of partially 
blind, part time diplomat, 
linguist and MP Aubrey, 
who was half-brother to 
the 5th Earl of Carnarvon, 
and had his home at High-
clere Castle.
Having been refused 

military service due to his 
poor eyesight, he none-
theless managed to get 
hold of a soldier’s uniform 
then waited outside Wel-
lington Barracks, watched 
a regiment leave for the 
Front and, to use his 
words, “fell into step 
behind them”.
He wasn’t discovered until 
the regiment made it to 
France.
The storytelling piece 
will focus on his early 
adventures in the war, 
his ride on the train to 

The children of St John’s Primary being filmed by the crew. 

Film  crew  head  to  community  
garden

The children of St. John’s 
Primary found themselves 
starring in a short film 
being made by a London 
film crew on Monday 17th 
October. 
In Shildon to find out more 
about the work of Shildon 
Alive (A Saint John’s Church 
Project) the crew visited 
the Furnace Pit Community 
Garden where 15 children 
were busy planting winter 
onions. 
The children learned how 
to turn and rake the soil 
while the camera captured 
their enthusiasm and 
energy. 

“Our two Community 
Gardens” commented 
Rev’d David “are here 
because the community 
wants them to be. With 
schools, older people, 
toddlers and more all using 
the gardens it is a delight to 
hear the squeals of joy and 
watch the enthusiasm.” 
The film crew then moved 
up to the Church Street 
Hub, talking to individu-
als accessing the services 
available there, before 
moving onto the church, 
where Rev’d David and 
Community Development 
Worker, Paula Nelson were 

both interviewed for some 
twenty minutes.
The church has been 
named as one of just six 
finalists in a nationwide 
competition run by Ecclesi-
astical Insurance.
The competition sets out 
to recognise churches that 
have developed innovative 
ways to help their commu-
nities through engagement 
and support.
The eventual film will be 
shown at the awards night 
on November 9th, at which 
Saint John’s is in the final 
to win £10,000 for local 
project funds.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

Dover from London, and 
his subsequent wounding 
and partial journey back to 
Blighty on an Ambulance 
Train.
Storytelling sessions will 
take place at 11am, 1pm 
and 3pm – there’s no need 
to book, just go along and 
join in. 
Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
is open daily from 10am to 
5pm, and parking and ad-
mission are free of charge. 
For more information call 
01388 777999.

Learn  about  Aubrey  Herbert  at  
storytelling  session

The Alzheimer’s Society is 
providing a free and con-
fidential service in County 
Durham. 
Dementia advisors aim to 
provide the right informa-
tion at the right time, 
to support people with 
memory problems and the 
people caring for them.
This can be done face-to-
face or over the phone, 
backed up with written 

information if needed.
Local dementia advisor, 
Hannah Johnson said, 
“Meetings can take place 
wherever you feel comfort-
able, at a time that suits 
you.
If you have any questions 
or wish to use the service, 
contact Hannah at hannah.
johnson@alzheimers.org.
uk or on 07484 040 628 or 
0191 389 0400.

Free  dementia  
advice  service

The girls from Shildon 
Leisure Centre’s Ladies 
Morning Fitness Class, 
which is held every 
Tuesday between 9.30am 
and 10.30am, will be 
holding a Macmillan Coffee 
Morning on Tuesday 25th 
October, from 10.30am - 
12 noon.

Coffee will be served 
alongside lovely cakes, and 
there will also be a large 
tombola and a craft stall. 
Fancy dress is optional.
“Everyone is welcome, 
just pop in to the Leisure 
Centre and enjoy a cuppa 
and a chat,” said one of 
the ladies.

Fitness  class  to  hold  
coffee  morning

‘Elvis’  to  perform  for  
Butterwick
Tindale WMC welcomes 
Eddy Popescu as Elvis on 
Friday 21st November.
Tickets cost £5 in advance 
or £7 on the door, with all 
proceeds in aid of the But-

terwick Hospice in Bishop 
Auckland.
Tickets are available from 
the club and from the 
hospice on Woodhouse 
Lane. Doors open at 7pm.

As Shildon's Millenium 
Arches consultation enters 
its final week, campaigners 
are urging all Shildon resi-
dents who have yet to fill 
in the online petition to do 
so and ensure their voices 
are heard.
Durham County Council 
is currently consulting on 
the future of the arches 
and residents are able to 
complete the consultation 
survey online by visiting
w w w.d u r h a m.g ov.u k /
consultat ion  and select-
ing the Shildon Gateway 
Arches consultation, where 
they can then click the link 
to fill in the survey.
A spokesperson for the 
Save Our Arches campaign 
group said: “It only takes a 
minute to fill in the survey 
and by spending that one 
minute, you could save 
Shildon's three arches.
“We are urging all residents 
to complete the online 

survey, which is a different 
to the petition that was cir-
culated over the summer.
“The petition gathered a 
fantastic 1,161 signatures.
“But even if you signed the 
petition, please also fill in 
the consultation survey. 
“There is also a direct 
link to the survey on our 
Facebook page if users 
search for Save our Arches 
and hit the ‘Sign Up’ button 
on the page, which will 
take them straight to the 
survey.
“The survey can be filled in 
on your computer, tablet or 
even on your phone. 
“We have a great chance to 
save the arches, but only 
if people take part. We 
would urge anyone who is 
unsure what to do to ask 
their friends or relatives 
to help them, but you must 
be quick because the con-
sultation closes on Monday 
24th October.”

Final  chance  to  
have  say  on  Arches
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Youngsters film their very own film at the ‘Star of the Show’ sessions. 

Join  Greenfield  Arts  for  half  
term  fun

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

Heating & 
Plumbing Services

Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing

Repairs 
Upgrades

All Plumbing & Gas Work
Free Quotes

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998
Ferryhill Based

Barry 
Kipling

Auto Body Repairs

07786 067 358
01388 607 167

Scratches, bumper scuffs, 
dents, alloy wheels

Please call or I can come to 
you!

Hackworth
Ind Estate

Shildon 
DL4 1HF

Greenfield Arts have some 
great sessions on offer for 
young people and families 
during the October Half 
Term.
Activities include ‘Star of 
the Show’, where you can 
make your own ‘Despic-
able Me’ film in one day.
There is the well-loved 
‘Crazy Crafts’ held at 
the Foundations building 
in Shildon; as well as the 

‘Exhibition Encounters’ 
workshop. “Come along 
for a creative session 
inspired by our current 
exhibition by Norman 
Cornish, see what life was 
like 60 years ago,” said a 
spokesperson.
Activities are suitable for 
all ages, except ‘Star of 
the Show’ which is age 8 
and up. All children under 
8 must be accompanied by 

an adult. 
For full details and to 
book a place, contact 
Greenfield Arts on 01325 
379048, email info@
greenfield-arts.co.uk or 
pop in and speak to one of 
the team. 
Visit the website for all of 
the holiday programmes 
as well as lots of other op-
portunities on offer, www.
greenfield-arts.co.uk.

Dear Editor,

After 13 happy years of working at Co-op Funer-
alcare in Church Street I have decided to retire on 
the 28th October and I’d be grateful if, through the 
Town Crier, I could express my thanks to everyone 
who has supported my many community events 
over the years.

Together we’ve had coffee mornings, Easter bonnet 
and egg painting competitions, we’ve named 
several teddies, sent knickers to Africa and raised 
funds to save animals from medical research. We’ve 
collected hundreds of Easter eggs, almost 7,000 
pairs of unwanted specs for developing countries, 
fed many, many hungry cats and dogs, given them 
warm bedding to lie on and raised funds to help 
support them. We’ve collected used stamps and 
ink cartridges, knitted and sold a lot of poppies, 
given ‘Kisses for Christmas’, helped the food banks, 
supported the Firemen’s Benevolent Charity, the 
RNID (now Action on Hearing), MIND, the Air Am-
bulance, British Red Cross, the Monday Club and 
many more local good causes. 

I’ve loved it all and still say that Shildon people are 
the most generous in the country, what we have 
we share. I’d also like to thank my sister Ruth who 
has always helped out at community events and 
friends and family who have supported me too. 

Also of course the Shildon & District Town Crier 
for printing details of all these events and helping 
to make them the success they were. 

The collections of specs, stamps, ink cartridges and 
cat and dog food and small blankets will continue 
at Co-op Funeralcare, as will the annual knitted 
poppy sales, the memorial Christmas tree, ‘Kisses 
for Christmas’ appeal and Easter egg collection, so 
please keep donating these to support my succes-
sor, Valerie.  

My colleagues and management at Co-op Funer-
alcare have been wonderful to work alongside; I 
have found, first as a client and then later when I 
joined as a colleague that they are the most kind 
and caring group of people, I would trust them 
implicitly to care for my loved ones with respect 
and dignity.  It has been a privilege to serve and 
help families through their sad times but now I 
look forward to retirement and whatever comes 
along in this next chapter of my life. Thank you 
all, again, for everything and I’m sure I’ll see you 
around Shildon.

Barbara Bates
Co-op Funeralcare
Church Street

Letters
Have your say...

With days getting colder 
and nights getting darker 
residents in Shildon, Eldon 
and Middridge are being 
reminded that the final 
garden waste collections of 
the year will take place soon.
People who have taken up 
the service from Durham 
County Council will receive 
their last collection in the 
next couple of weeks. 
This will be on their usual 
garden waste collection day 
between October 25th and 
5th November.

Residents are advised to 
check their collection 
calendar and note the date 
so they don’t miss out. 
Collection details can also 
be found by entering the 
property postcode into the 
My Durham section of the 
council website at www.
durham.gov.uk. 
Alan Patrickson, head 
of projects and business 
services, said: “We would 
like to thank household-
ers who use our garden 
waste collection service. 

Last  chance  for  garden  waste 
collection  this  year

Their efforts help compost 
garden waste and cut down 
on waste disposal.” 
The garden waste collec-
tion service will resume 
next spring. Information 
about the 2017 service, 
including details on how to 
sign up, will be available 
soon. 
If residents accumulate any 
garden waste during the 
winter period, it can still 
be recycled at Household 
Waste Recycling Centres 
(HWRCs).
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Shildon Under 12’s faced 
Darlington All Stars in tough 
weather conditions  at the 
Scouts Field on Sunday 16th 
October.
The All Stars were first 
on the score sheet with 
a breakaway goal which 
caught Shildon out at the 
back.
Shildon quickly responded 
with a well taken solo goal 
from Anth Jary before Cole 
Layfield put them ahead 
before the break. 
All Stars also started 
the second half well and 
levelled the scores after 
again catching Shildon on 
the break. 
All Stars were then 
awarded a penalty but 
Elliott Finch in the Shildon 
goal produced a great save 

to keep the scores level.
Shildon started to dominate 
the play resulting In Cole 
Layfield heading a fantastic 
goal for his second to put 
Shildon back into the lead.
The game was put beyond 
doubt when Anth Jary 
scored his second, one of 
his trademark goals from 
long distance.
Man of the match was 
awarded to Anth Jary 
although every one of the 
Shildon players gave their 
all.
Shildon Under 12s are 
looking for more players 
to strengthen their promo-
tion-winning squad.
Anyone wanting to get 
involved should call or text 
Andrew on 07931 973713 or 
Alan on 07925 186113.

Under 12s  storm  to  
victory  over  All  Stars

Mickey Rae, right, sweeps home Shildon’s equaliser at Seaham Red Star as Paul 
Connor (9), scorer of Shildon’s second, looks on. Photo: Tom Clegg 

Shildon  lose  ground  after  
disappointing  week

Shildon AFC maintained 
third position in Northern 
League Division One, but 
lost ground to North and 
South Shields after collect-
ing just one point from six 
in their last two matches.
The eagerly awaited clash 
between the champions 
and South Shields - the 
hot favourites to snatch 
the title away from the 
Railwaymen - took place at 
Dean Street on Wednesday 
12th October.
The crowd, boosted by 
the visitors’ large travel-
ling support, witnessed an 
engrossing match worthy 
of two of the league’s top 
sides.
With nothing to separate 
the sides, both of whom 
hit the woodwork from set 
piece free kicks, the game 
turned on a controversial 
second yellow card early in 
the second half for Shildon 
right back, Jamie Harwood 
when it looked like the op-
position player had gone 
easily to ground.
Shildon’s backs were 
against the wall from then 
on and the visitors finally 
broke the deadlock when 
Gavin Cogdon finished a 
swift move for the game’s 
only goal. 
Daniel Moore received a 
straight red card after the 
final whistle for speaking 
out of turn and will receive 
a minimum two match ban 
as a result.

Licking their wounds, the 
Railwaymen travelled to 
Seaham on Saturday to 
take on Red Star, managed 
by ex-Shildon centre back,  
Chris McCabe and featuring 
ex-Shildon forward Warren 
Byrne, who gained national 
recognition last season 
when he won the Sky Sports 
Budweiser Dream Goal for 
a spectacular effort against 
Tow Law.
There was a poignant 
moment prior to kick off as 
a bouquet of flowers was 
laid by his partner Susan 
at the spot where Shildon 
director John Hay passed 
away suddenly on 30th 
January 2013.
After an even start, it was 
the home side who took 
the lead in 12 minutes 
when Robbie Bird scored 
from close range.
The visitors levelled on the 
half hour when Mickey Rae 
swept home a Dan Groves 
cross.
With the Railwaymen now 
dominating the match, 
their attacking play was 
rewarded just before the 
break when Paul Conner 
leapt highest to direct a 
David Ferguson corner into 
the side netting.
In the second period, the 
game opened with count-
less chances being created 
at either end.
Shildon were thwarted by 
a series of excellent saves 
by Seaham stopper, Shaun 

Newbrook while at the 
other end, Shildon’s usual 
defensive solidity evapo-
rated and they too were 
forced to rely heavily on 
keeper, Nick Liversedge as 
their back line was opened 
up at will.
Within ten minutes of the 
restart, Shildon’s defensive 
fraility was fulled exposed 
at the diminutive Byrne 
steered home a header 
unchallenged  at the back 
post to equalise.
Shildon loanee, Amar 
Purewal, should have won 
the match late on but his 
sidefooted effort from 
three yards was palmed 
away by Newbrook.
Shildon now travel to Liv-
erpool on Saturday (22nd 
October) to take on Lith-
erland Remyca in the First 
Round of the FA Vase - the 
one trophy manager Gary 
Forrest is yet to win in his  
time at the club.  

There were no winners 
at the latest Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club lottery, 
drawn on Sunday 16th 
October. The lottery 
numbers were: 1, 2, 8, 12, 
14 and 15.
The consolation prize of 

£25 was drawn from all 
entries and won by Steve 
Wood.
The jackpot now rolls over 
to £700 and players need 
to select the winning 6 
number combination from  
the remaining 14 numbers.

Lottery  update

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Contact us to arrange 
an appointment on 

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

After a run of disappointing 
results, Shildon AFC Over 
40s earned a well deserved 
3-1 win at home against 
Washington JFC Biddick 
Inn last Saturday, 15th 
October. 
Ian Wickins opened the 
scoring with a volley from 
just inside the box which 
flew past the away keeper.
A run and cross from the 
left wing by Allan Bell 

sailed over the stranded 
keepers head to put 
Shildon two up at half time.
The away team got back 
into the game with a goal 
midway through the second 
half, but Jeff Dixon settled 
the nerves with a well 
taken goal to make sure of 
the three points. 
Next up is an away trip to 
Wingate Cons on Saturday, 
22nd October.

Seniors  deserve  win


