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The Co-op Funeralcare in 
Church Street in Shildon 
has a big orange Teddy 
Bear to be named and won.
People playing to win the 
teddy bear can choose 
from names at 50p per go 
with the winning name 
drawn at random at the 
Jubilee Community Centre 
Anniversary Celebrations 

on Friday 2nd September.
A spokesperson said: “Call 
in at our office between 
10am and 2pm on weekdays 
to have a go or see us at 
the Jubilee Centre.
“All proceeds go to our 
charity partner, The British 
Red Cross, and, together, 
we are tackling loneliness 
locally.”

Teddy  bear  to  be  
won  at  the  Co-op 

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS

TEL: 01388 778070
AIR-CON
RE-GAS 

ONLY £40

Book online at
www.garnettscoaches.com

or call 01388 604419

03/09/2016 Blackpool Illuminations (switch on) £14.50 £13.50
04/09/2016 Keswick £12.50 £11.50
10/09/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
10/09/2016 Whitby £11.50 £10.50
10/09/2016 Scarborough. £13.50 £12.50
17/09/2016 Scarborough. £13.50 £12.50
17/09/2016 Harrogate Flower Show £12.00 £11.00
17/09/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
17/09/2016 Whitby £11.50 £12.50
18/09/2016 Mystery Trip £11.00 £10.00
18/09/2016 Lightwater Valley (Admin not inc) £10.00 £9.00
24/09/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
01/10/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
08/10/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
15/10/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
29/10/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
05/11/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
05/11/2016 Leeds Market £12.50 £11.50
12/11/2016 York Christmas Market £12.50 £11.50
12/11/2016 Doncaster Christmas Market £14.50 £13.50
19/11/2016 York Christmas Shopper - 

Shildon Railway & Institute
MONTHLY

NORTHERN SOUL NIGHT 
with Roger’s Disco 

(The first Friday in the month.
Free admission on Friday 2nd only)
Saturday September 3rd

FANTASTIC ARTIST MICHAEL 
plus Roger’s Disco Tickets £3 c/c

Families in Shildon have been letting their creative selves loose this summer with the 
help of activities from Greenfield Arts. 

Summer  fun  in  Shildon  with  
Greenfield  Arts

Holiday activities at 
Greenfield Arts have 

been a great success and 
children and families from 

Shildon have had great fun 
getting creative.
The holiday season got 
going with a venture 
into film-making and the 
talented ‘stars of the 
show’ were lucky enough 
to work with film-maker 
Laura Degnan to star in 
their very own film.
Greenfield then hosted 
a special preview result 
and the ‘stars’ were able 
to see themselves on the 
silver screen with drinks 
and popcorn on the side! 
Crazy Crafts have again 
been on the road reaching 
Foundation House at 
Shildon where families 
got the chance to make 
fabulous accessories with 
a Pokemon theme.
Storymakers has also made 
a comeback featuring the 
new app.
Children worked alongside 
Richard Agar and Anne 
Curtis to make mech-
animals come alive in their 
very own digital stories 

Shildon  Methodist 
Church  Lunch  Club
People who are tired of 
having to cook their own 
lunch or eat it alone can 
join the Shildon Method-
ist Church at one of their 
weekly Lunch Clubs, 
where you can enjoy good 
company, a three-course 
hot meal and a cuppa all 
for £3.50. 
The Club restarts at 12 
noon on Friday 2nd Sep-
tember in the Church Hall 

and have a couple of places 
available for those who 
want to give the Club a try.
Interested readers can 
telephone 01388 772604 
or 01388 773602 to find 
out more and to reserve a 
place. 
A spokesperson said: “We 
look forward to hearing 
from you and also to wel-
coming back all our old 
customers.”
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In Memoriam

Birthday Memories

Birthday Memories

Classifieds
All about local people...

Advertise in The Crier and its 
sister papers, call
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@talk21.com

              
   Town Crier

Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Our office hours are

Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri 10am - 2pm. Closed Wed.
Or  by appointment on

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

Providing a caring personal service available 
24 hours a day,  7 days a week.

Shildon Funeralcare
Elm Cottage, 85 Church Street, DL4 1DT 
01388 774 853
www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

Funeralcare

Hackworth parkrun is one of many activity groups 
encouraging people to get out and get active in their local 
community as part of  the I am Team GB initiative.

Runners  encouraged  to  join  
parkrun  for  I  am  Team  GB
As part of I Am Team GB,  
Hackworth parkrun encour-
age people to join their free 
5km run on Saturday 27th 
August from 9am to 10am.
A spokesperson said: 
“We are open to runners, 
joggers and walkers of all 
ages and abilities. 
“If you don’t fancy running, 
you can always volunteer!”
Ten volunteers are needed 
on the day for marshal-
ling, timing and recording 
results.
To volunteer, email hack-
worthhelpers@parkrun.
com.
For more information 
visit the parkrun website 
parkrun.org.uk, where 
runners new to the Hack-
worth parkrun can find 

instructions to register. 
There is also the option to 
print a barcode which will 
enable runners to have 
their time recorded. 

A spokesperson said: “Don’t 
forget to bring a printed 
copy of your barcode.
“If you forget it, you won’t 
get a time.”

Wallet
Found in Dalton Crescent on 

18th August
Contact Town Crier Offices

01388 775896

Set of Keys
Found in Wylam Close on

 18th August
Contact Town Crier Offices

01388 775896

Keith Longstaff

Treasured memories of 
Keith

In our hearts you will 
always stay

Loved and remembered 
every day

28-8-2013

Cherished and 
sadly missed by 

all the family

In Heavenly love abiding

Happy 74th birthday

Peter Sear

From all
 family

24th August

74!

Happy 50th birthday
Derek

Derek Barker
23/8/16

Love you loads,
Mam & Dad

xx

After last week’s jackpot 
success, luck ran shorter 
for this week’s players 
at the latest Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club lottery, 
drawn on Sunday 21st 
August at Shildon AFC 
Social Club.
There was no jackpot 
winner, but Mr J Ridley 
won the consolation prize 
of £25.

Last week’s numbers were 
1, 5, 7, 10, 15 and 18.
The jackpot now rolls 
over to £450 and players 
are required to select the 
winning 6 number combi-
nation from 19 numbers. 
Tickets are available at 
various outlets across the 
town, but the lottery can 
also be played online via 
Paypal.

Jackpot  rolls  over

John Stuart
Mawson
28.8.1956

No cards to send
No presents to give

Instead only love is sent to 
you

Forever in our hearts

Love Kath, Eric, Luke, Alisha 
and grandchildren xxx

John Stuart
Mawson
28.8.1956

Years may pass, memories 
will stay with us of all the 

good times we had with you
Loved, remembered always

Your brothers Ralph, 
George, Sisters-in law and 
your many nephews and 

nieces

William Moffatt

Thinking about our Dad on 
what would have been his 

90th birthday
Remembering always 
Forgetting you never

25th August 1926

Love always,
Margaret, 

Stewart and 
their families x

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

Robert’s Property 
Maintenance

All home and garden work 
undertaken. Call for a free quote.

07494 942 557

Happy anniversary to my 
beautiful wife

Dearly loved and missed
But forever in my heart

Stephanie Thompson
Passed away 15th July 2016

Love Barry
xxx

Services Services
Brand new double divan

With quilted damask mattress. 
Can arrange delivery. £120

Tel: 07789 113343

Birthdays

Found

Man with Van
Cheap and Reliable 

Local or National
Tel Colin on 07845 316041

Death

Devoted & loving Husband 
of Doreen, loved Father & 
Grandfather. Brother to 

Anne & Gloria.
Treasured Uncle

Alan Sowerby
Died 23rd July

Peacefully at home  
in Milton Keynes

Does your child complain 
they have nothing to do? 

Visit www.
countydurhamfamilies.info
or like www.facebook.com/

youngdurham for events, 
news and young people’s 

activities.
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A shared boiler which 
provides heating and hot 
water for 31 apartments on 
Plevna Mews, Shildon broke 
down on Saturday 13th 
August and was not fixed 
for one week.
Residents, some of whom 
are old and disabled, are 
now accusing their landlord 
of not caring about them.
They have complained 
about the Railway Housing 
Association’s endless line 
of excuses as to why the 
repair was taking so long, 
forcing residents to boil 
their kettles of heat water 
in pans to wash themselves 
or do the dishes.
John Marshall, 72, said: 
“We rang the emergency 
number provided and 
someone came out that 
morning.
“I went to the boiler room 
with him and my glasses 
steamed up, there was hot 
water pouring onto the 
floor because a valve was 
broken. 
“We had to ring back time 
and again.
“At first they were waiting 
for three quotes before 
arranging the work, a con-
tractor was on holiday for 

a  fortnight and then there 
was a problem getting the 
part.”
John Cooper, 64, said: 
“They should have thought 
about getting a hold of 
parts quickly and have a 
way of speeding up the 
process.
“We want people out to 
talk to us so we don’t have 
to suffer again.”
Residents feel let down 
because they pay a service 
charge, which goes towards 
maintaining the building, 
alongside their rent and 
have had problems with 
their housing since 2010, 
when the flats opened.
They also urge the As-
sociation to put measures 
in place so if the boiler 
breaks down again, it can 
be repaired sooner.
A spokesperson from the 
Association said: “We would 
like to thank our residents 
for their patience whilst we 
have attempted to resolve 
this unforeseen issue.
“The welfare of our resi-
dents is of paramount im-
portance and we would like 
to apologise for any incon-
venience this has caused 
them.”

Boiler  breakdown  at  
Plevna  Mews

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

and went on to create 
artwork from the story to 
take home. 
The Greenfield summer 
programme finished off 
with the last of their 
sessions at Foundation 
House in Shildon on Friday 
26th August where they 
got crafty with recycled 
materials.

Also, on September 1st, 
Greenfield Arts will be 
making ‘mechanimals’ - 
wonderful puppets with 
lots of character.
A spokesperson said: “If 
you would like to know 
more about our fun ac-
tivities, please give our 
friendly team a call on 
01325 379048 or visit our 
website www.greenfield-
arts.co.uk.”

From page 1

Summer activities  
with  Greenfield  Arts

Shildon Salvation Army in 
Cross Street is holding a 
table top sale on Saturday 
27th August from 11am until 

1pm. 
Light lunches are available 
and there is an admission 
fee of 50p.
All proceeds from the table 
top sale will go to a local 
charity.

Table  top  sale

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier

SUPER Bank Holiday 
Sunday 

28th August

The fantastic
HODGE
All welcome

Contact 
01388 772 173

 or 07856 278 438

Old Shildon WMC

There will be a coffee 
morning and fun day at K’s 
Diner in Shildon on Saturday 
27th August to raise money 
for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. 
At the event, which lasts 
from 11am-3pm, local girl 
Lucy Dunn will be shaving 
off all her hair to reach 
her £2,500 target for the 
charity.
Those wishing to sponsor  
Lucy can collect a form 
from K’s Diner on the day.
Also, Dash’s hairdressers 
donated eight inches of hair 
to The Little Princess Foun-
dation.
As well as these charita-
ble gestures, the coffee 

Lucy  ‘braves  the  shave’  at  
charity  event  for  Macmillan

morning will have cakes, 
teas, coffees and various 
games such as ‘spot the 
cake’ (a game which 
involves guessing how many 
spots are on the cake. 
Players will pay £2 and 
winners will win half of the 
sweepstake.)
There will also be a cake off 
competition from 1-1.30pm 
where players can enter 

their homemade cakes for 
£2 to be judged by inde-
pendent judges.
The winner of the cake off 
competition will receive a 
Macmillan best baker badge 
at end of the event.
Proceeds will got to Mac-
millan Cancer Support. 
For cake entries or sponsor-
ships contact Lucy on 07842 
320160 or visit K’s Diner. 

Lucy Dunn, pictured before she braves the shave at K’s Diner this Saturday, 27th 
August. Lucy hopes to raise at least £2,500 for Macmillan Cancer Support.

Jubilee Fields Community 
Centre on Jubilee Road, 
Shildon is inviting people 
to a celebration of their 
fifteenth anniversary.
Everyone is welcome on 
Friday 2nd September from 
10am-2pm to a range of 

activities including a disco, 
parklife, bingo, raffles and 
more.
Refreshments and stalls 
will also be available. 
For more info contact 
Jubilee Fields Community 
Centre on 01388 775425

Jubilee  Fields  
celebration  day
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No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Amelia-Jade Peel and her family at St John’s Church. 

Sunday  Christenings  at  St  
John’s  Church

Families were welcomed to 
St John’s Church on Sunday 
21st August for the Chris-
tenings of two little girls.
Willow May Gray was Chris-
tened at 12 noon in the 
presence of her parents, 
Logan Gray and Yasmin 
Greenstreet and godpar-
ents, Gemma Griffith, Stacy 
Kell, Ashley Gray, Ben Gray, 
Sam Heslop and Tony Hind-
march.
The family continued cel-
ebrations at Elm Road Club.
Next up was Amelia-Jade 
Peel, the daughter of Aaron 
Michael Peel and Jade 
Louise Courtley.
Amelia now has Kyle Dent, 
Daniel Gary Courtley, Brad 
Stewart, Natalie Marshall, 

Liam Jones, Rebecca Scott 
and Charlene Johnson for 
godparents.

Celebrations were contin-
ued at Low Spennymoor 
Club.

Willow May Gray and her proud parents and godparents. 

The charity football  match 
organised by the Shildon 
branch of the Royal British 
Legion due to take place 
on Monday 28th August has 
been cancelled  because 
the opposing team will not 

be available.
A spokesperson said: “We 
as a branch will hopefully 
try again in the future to 
set up another fixture 
and look forward to your 
support.”

Match  cancellation

There is a coffee morning 
at St. John’s coffee 
morning on Saturday 27th 

August from 10am until 
11.30am.
There will be a cake stall.

Coffee  morning

Durham County Council 
intend to close to traffic 
a 35-metre length of 
Soho Street that extends 
westerly from its junction 
with eastern side Soho/
Victoria/Station Street, 
Shildon.
The closure will take place 
from 8am on Tuesday 
30th August and is being 
effected by means of 
Notice under section 14(2) 
of the Road Traffic Regula-
tion Act 1984.
The closure is necessary 
to enable a partial wall 
demolition works to take 

place to remove a museum 
artefact which will take 
approximately two days 
to complete and will be 
carried out on or adjacent 
to that length of road. 
Throughout the period 
of closure, an alterna-
tive route will be avail-
able to vehicular traffic 
from the western side 
from Soho Street south 
onto Cross Street, east on 
Victoria Street and north 
on (eastern side) Victoria-
Soho Street to the eastern 
side of the closure and vice 
versa. 

Temporary  road  
closure  notice

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

Teenagers who are receiv-
ing their exam results this 
August are being offered 
help to find a job, appren-
ticeship or training.
Durham County Council’s 
One Point service’s Start 
Today campaign brings 
together information on 
a vast range of opportu-
nities, with advisors on 
hand to offer guidance to 
16 to 19-year-olds who are 
unsure about their future 
careers. 
Cllr Ossie Johnson, the 
council’s cabinet member 
for children and young 
people’s services, said: 
“We understand the world 

of work and training can be 
daunting, but don’t worry, 
we are here to help. 
“Our One Point advisors 
can help young people to 
explore the choices avail-
able, assist them in making 
decisions about their 
education or career plans, 
and aid them in overcom-
ing anything which may be 
holding them back.” 
All the latest information 
on vacancies will be avail-
able in schools as well as 
online at www.help4teens.
co.uk/start.
For more information or to 
contact a One Point advisor 
call 03000 261 111

Employment  help  
for  teens



Friday 26th August 2016Shildon & District Town Crier Issue 781 Page 5

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIER

Ian Able Armstrong pleaded 
guilty to charges of pos-
session of cannabis and 
to producing 73 cannabis 
plants when he appeared 
at Newton Aycliffe Magis-
trates’ Court. 
The court heard that 
police had attended the 
42-year-old defendant’s 
home address in Waterloo 
Terrace, Shildon on 6th 
May and found the plants, 
along with heat lamps and 
other cannabis-growing 
equipment in the attic of 
the property. 
The defence claimed that 

over 50 of the plants were 
dead or dying and, as this 
could make a significant 
difference to the sentenc-
ing process, an adjourn-
ment was requested. 
In allowing the adjourn-
ment, when clarification on 
the matter will be sought 
from police who attended, 
magistrates commented 
that Armstrong’s garden-
ing skills were not up to 
standard. 
Armstrong was released on 
unconditional bail and will 
return before the court on 
8th September.

Cannabis  grower’s 
poor  skills

Local  girl  raises  money  for  
Cats  R  Us

Karen Thompson, who is 
originally from Shildon 
but now lives in Bishop 
Auckland, is running the 
Great North Run to raise 
funds for Cats R Us.
This is Karen’s eighth Great 
North Run and her second 
time running to raise funds 
for Shildon-based charity, 
Cats R Us. 
Karen said: “I have chosen 
Cats R Us as my charity as 
they work tirelessly to help 
abandoned and unwanted 
cats and kittens and this 
year they are particularly 
overrun by kittens.
“The charity is run entirely 
by volunteers who give up 
hours of their own time to 
help these cats and kittens. 
A lot of the kittens, in par-
ticular, wouldn’t survive 
without the help of Cats R 
Us.
“Cats R Us relies solely on 
donations and receive no 
funding and that’s why I’m 
trying to raise as much as 
possible for them.  
“With this charity I can see 
that every penny I raise 
truly does make a differ-
ence to the lives of these 
cats and kittens.
“I have adopted three 
kittens from Cats R Us over 

the years and despite some 
of them not having the 
best start in life they have 
grown up to be healthy, 
loving pets and part of my 
family.
“If anyone wishes to 
support my JustGiving 
page, visit www.justgiving.
com/KarenGNR2016.”
Visitors to the page can 
also read Karen’s story.
Additionally, there are 
sponsor forms at Cats R Us, 
charity store based at the 
old Astraka/Calsonic offices 
at South West Durham 
Business Centre, Dabble 
Duck, Shildon. Cats R Us 

Fundraising Store is open on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday.
The charity works alongside 
National Charities and many 
small individual rescues to 
help as many stray, feral 
and street cats as possible. 
Without any government 
funding, Cats R Us relies 
entirely on donations and 
funds they raise through 
various fundraising activi-
ties throughout the year.
Donations can be dropped 
off at their fundraising store 
in person, or through their 
website at www.catsrus.
org.uk.

Karen Thompson pictured at last year’s Great North Run and one of the many kittens at 
Cats R Us in need of help (below). 

Shildon Salvation Army in 
Cross Street is officially 
opening “Employment 
Plus”  (a programme which 
helps people into employ-
ment).
The official opening 
will take place at 10am 
Wednesday 7th September 
and people are welcome to 

attend and find out what is 
on offer.
Chrome Books are available 
at the Salvation Army’s Em-
ployment Plus session for 
use in job search, benefits 
search and online training/
learning programmes. 
Staff are available to offer 
assistance if it is needed.

Salvation Army 
Employment Plus

@ShildonCrier

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

Paul and Allison
Garden Services
We offer a professional grass 
cutting service, whether it is 
light maintenance or jungle 
clearance on a fortnightly or 
monthly visit throughout the 
spring, summer and autumn

 GRASS CUTTING | HEDGE  
TRIMMING | STRIMMING  |  

TIDY UP  |  WEEDING  | EDGING

07549 048601

Overnight between Friday 
19th and Saturday 20th, 
unknown persons scratched 
the bodywork and let down 
the tyres of a silver Subaru 

in Birch Avenue, Shildon.
If you have any informa-
tion in connection to this 
incident please contact 
Shildon Police on 101.

Call  for  information  
about  scratched  car
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Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

sistant Training, Health and 
Social Care and Business 
and Administration; Com-
puters and Information 
Technology; Apprentice-
ships at Intermediate and 
Advanced Level for 16 - 18 
year olds and adults, in-
cluding Business Admin, 
ICT, Supporting Teaching 
& Learning in Schools and 
Customer Service; Em-
ployability and prospects 
improvement for the un-
employed; Non-qualifica-
tion community learning 
courses including creative 
arts and crafts, health and 
wellbeing, family fitness 
and ICT.
Maria added: “We are 
very proud of our adult 
learning courses and the 
service was graded as a 
‘Good’ learning provider 
with ‘Outstanding’ ap-
prenticeships by Ofsted at 
the last inspection. Last 
year 98% of our learners 
also said that they would 
recommend the service to 
friends and family, so we 
hope there will be lots of 
new participants joining us 
this year.”
All courses start in Sep-
tember, but enrolment 
is now open. For further 
information contact the 
Adult Learning and Skills 
Service on 03000 266 115 
or by email alss@durham.
gov.uk  or download the 
guide at www.durham.gov.
uk/adultlearning.

Adults across County 
Durham are being offered 
the chance to improve 
their prospects or train in 
a new discipline, thanks to 
Durham County Council’s 
Adult Learning and Skills 
Service.
A new series of courses 
has been announced in the 
recently published Adult 
Learning Guide (avail-
able on the Durham County 
Council website), covering 
job-related training, ap-
prenticeships, employ-
ability improvement and 
community learning. 
The new series of courses 
starts in September, held 
at community venues 
across the county. 
Portfolio Holder for 
Leisure, Libraries and 
Lifelong Learning, Coun-
cillor Maria Plews, said: 
“Our programme offers a 
wide range of high quality 
adult learning courses that 
can lead to recognised 
qualifications and improve 
people’s confidence and 
skills. 
“Joining a course not only 
offers people the chance 
to learn new skills or boost 
their job prospects but is 
also a great way to meet 
new people.” 
The programme of courses 
includes:  Improving 
English and maths at all 
levels up to GCSE; Voca-
tional qualifications in 
Childcare, Classroom As-

Courses  for  adults  
in  County  Durham

A raffle was held the 
Shildonbury festival last 
Saturday in order to 
raise money for a poorly 
teenager and prizes were 
won.
However a few tickets were 
left unclaimed and now or-
ganisers are calling forward 
those who still want to win 
a prize.
The following tickets were 
unclaimed: Blue 396-400, 
Orange 31-35, White 
271-275, Blue 31-35, Blue 
321-325, White 311-315, 
White 101-105, White 
116-120, Blue 306-310, 
Orange 91-95, Blue 
206-210, White 141-145, 

Orange 76-80.
Owners of the above 
tickets can contact Anne 
on 075166 18789 to claim 
their prize. 
Prizes will be kept until 
31st August.
A spokesperson said: 
“Thank you to everyone 
who helped and everybody 
who donated prizes on 
behalf of Anne and Dee 
from Shildon.
“We raised £406 for 12-
year-old Emily Cook Nichol-
son from Newton Aycliffe 
who is battling an illness.”
The raffle organisers 
also ran a cake stall and 
tombola at the festival.

Unclaimed  prizes  
from  Shildonbury

Stephen William King, 19, 
formerly of Cambridge 
Court, Bishop Auckland and  
who now lives in Shildon, 
appeared at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ Court 
to face charges arising out 
of a driving incident in 
Shildon on 26th May. 
King pleaded guilty to 
having no insurance, no 
licence and failing to stop 
after an accident.
The court heard that a 
member of the public con-
tacted the police after his 
parked Nissan Qashqai was 
struck by a Vauxhall Astra, 

driven by King, on Albion 
Avenue. King then aban-
doned his vehicle. 
Local intelligence located 
him in Newton Aycliffe and 
he made full admissions to 
the police in interview.
The court heard how the 
damage to the Nissan 
Qashqai was estimated 
at £2,000 and caused its 
owner considerable incon-
venience.
Magistrates endorsed 
King’s licence with 
eight penalty points and 
imposed fines and costs of 
£405.

Driver  pleads  guilty

Joss Aldworth showed off his very impressive leeks measuring 333 cubic inches!

Joss  Aldworth  breaks  Shildon  
record  with  biggest  leeks

The Waverley Terrace Leek 
Show (the opening show of 
the season) was held at Old 
Shildon Workingmen’s Club 
(WMC) on Saturday 20th 
August. 
The long-standing Shildon 
record was broken by Joss 
Aldworth.
Joss won the show with 
a very impressive pair of 
leeks measuring 333 cubic 
inches. 

David Snowball was a very 
unlucky runner up with his 
leek measuring in at 317 
cubic inches, which would 
have won most shows.
Brian Richardson came in 
3rd showing off 230 cubic 
inches.
In the stand for three leeks 
- pot, long, and intermedi-
ate - Joss came in 1st again 
with three leeks measuring 
417 cubic inches, Brian 

Walton was 2nd with 314, 
And Kenny Shaw 3rd with 
269.
The children’s novelty 
section was won by Alex 
Leybourne 
The organisers of the 
show would like to thank 
the following sponsors: 
Shildon AFC Supporters 
Club, Shildon Garden Guild, 
Shildon Town Council, 
Shildon Co-op Funeral 
Care, Andrew Vasey, A 
Mulley, Ian Kitching, Lin-
sley’s Butchers, Fox And 
Hounds, Lisa Hanson, 
Tracey Laybourne and Old 
Shildon WMC.

Find a sports club near you at 
www.countydurhamsport.com

03000 282 012
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MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

Heating & 
Plumbing Services

Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing

Repairs 
Upgrades

All Plumbing & Gas Work
Free Quotes

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998
Ferryhill Based

Lindsay, who works the Dollheads hairdresser in Shildon, 
tied the knot with Colin Welsh on Friday. 

Shildon  hairdresser married   
at  Walworth  Castle

Lindsay Littlefair of 
Beckett Close in Bishop 

Auckland and Colin Welsh  
of the same address, 

were married at Walworth 
Castle near Darlington on  
Friday 19th August in the 
presence of 90 guests.
The bride was given away 
by her father, Graham 
Littlefair and the brides-
maids were Natalie Race, 
Clare Littlefair and Hannah 
Race.
The best men was Nicky 
Bell.
The ushers were Matthew 
McConnell, Scott Flowers, 
Drew Sams, Joe Maddison 
and Joshua Welsh.
The page boy was the 
groom’s nephew Chase 
and the flower girls were 
Ava Race and Ali Race.
The couple had their hon-
eymoon in Crete.
The bride is a hairdresser 
at Dollheads in Shildon and 
the bridegroom works at 
Glaxo.

Dear Editor,
When the doorbell goes at 7:30am you know it 
is either trouble or a delivery, in our case it was 
help. I answered the door on Tuesday morning 
to a man with a dog telling me that the internal 
alarm was sounding at church along with the 
rushing gurgle of water. 
Thanking the man, Davina and I raced over to 
church to discover that a toilet cistern upstairs 
had sprung a leak and water was pouring through 
the ceiling. Thanks to the gentleman who alerted 
us no serious damage was done and in the rush 
I didn’t get his name. Therefore I would like to 
say a huge thank you to this Shildon resident 
who proved yet again that community spirit in 
Shildon really is alive and active. Thank you!
Kind Regards
Reverend David Tomlinson

Dear Editor,
A fantastic result for the Great Britain team in 
coming  second in the medal tally at the Olympic 
games in Rio. Due to the poor coverage here in 
Western Australia I have had to go to the BBC 
and The Northern Echo to keep track of the GB 
results. You can be proud of the achievements of 
the North- East competitors. Well Done!!
By comparison Australia had a poor result and  
that has not gone down well in a nation that 
demands sporting success.
The Australian Olympic  team went into the 
Rio  Olympics expecting to bring back a chest 
full of medals. This had been fuelled in the media 
and the Australia Olympic Committee[AOC] 
predicting we would win 37 medals, including 
13 gold. This target was later pushed out to 16 
gold. The main aim was to do better than the 
shocking campaign at the 2012 London games.
In  this four years Australia has spent $800 
million dollars [380 million Pounds] on our elite 
sportsmen and women. The reality is in Rio is 
that we won 29 medals only 8 of them gold. 
John Coates boss of the [AOC] says Australia 
cannot justify this elevated level of spending for 
such a poor result.
The big question is what went wrong? Are our 
athletes feeling the pressure of a demanding 
nation? Are our athletes peaking at the wrong 
time? Are we funding the right athletes? 
Funding is allocated to Australian sporting bodies 
on a strict policy of success at major events as 
in The Commonwealth Games. World and other 
premier world events.
America has a policy of having an Olympic 
selection trial prior to the games and if athletes 
do not finish in first or second place they are not 
selected. That certainly works for them!!
Great Britain finished second on the medal 
table behind America and in front of the world 
powerhouse China with 67 medals 27 of them 
gold. This was a tremendous performance from 
our former colonial masters. This tongue in cheek 
solution could certainly be a possibility.
The United Kingdom has voted to leave the 
European Union.
If Scotland was to hold another referendum 
to leave the United Kingdom and ask for 
membership of The European Union, could this 
be an opening for Australia? Australia could 
apply to join the United Kingdom and then take 
the place of Scotland in The Great Britain team.
In one stroke we would solve  our poor showing 
at the Olympics and we would be back into the 
arms of our “Mother Country”
Mavis and I came to Australia in 1968 but we 
still call Shildon home.
Yours sincerely,
Bernie (Barney Whitworth), 20 McClure Street, 
Safety Bay, Western Australia. 

Have your say...Letters

Young people are to be 
given the chance to forge 
careers in IT through a new 
Durham County Council 
initiative.
The council has set up 
the Apprentice Training 
Academy (ATA) a pilot 
scheme which will see 16- 
to 24-year-olds who are 
interested in a career in IT 
spend a year with its ICT 
teams. 
The young people will 
then spend a year in the 
industry while also going to 

college to study for an NVQ 
3 in ICT. 
In the first year, apprentic-
es will be based at council 
sites and will work with 
the authority’s technol-
ogy team to support their 
college modules.   
In the second year, they 
will be given a place-
ment with one or more 
companies which will give 
them experience which 
will allow them to expand 
their skills, confidence and 
business acumen.

Council  launch  pilot  ICT  scheme
Phil Jackman, head of ICT 
services at the council and 
sponsor of the scheme, 
said: “Schemes such as 
this are vital to provide our 
young people with an op-
portunity to progress and 
have successful careers in 
the North East. 
“The success of this 
scheme however is de-
pendent on support from 
local businesses willing to 
offer these young people 
a chance to prove them-
selves while helping their 
business to  combat the IT 
skills gap.”
Should the scheme be suc-
cessful, it will be rolled out 
to other age ranges.
Any businesses which are 
interested in taking on an 
apprentice through the 
scheme, should contact 
the council’s ICT Team by 
email: ICT-Apprentices@
durham.gov.uk or phone:  
03000 260562.

Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon Area Action Part-
nership Board meeting will 
be held on Thursday 22nd 
September from 6pm-8pm 
at the Civic Hall, Shildon
At the meeting the new 
Chief Executive of Durham 
County Council Terry Collins 
will be informing attendees 
about the Durham County 

Council Budget consulta-
tion.
A spokesperson said: “If you 
have any Neighbourhood 
Issues that you would like 
to be raised at the meeting, 
please contact one of the 
team by Thursday 8th Sep-
tember.
“If you would like to attend 
the meeting please contact 

Area  Action  Partnership  Board  
meeting

a member of the team 
on 03000 268 663 or by 
emailing bishopshildonaap@
durham.gov.uk to register 
your place. Please do not 
hesitate to get in touch if 
you have any questions, 
would like any further infor-
mation, or have any special 
requirements for attending 
the meeting.”
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

It has been a busy couple 
of weeks with Team GB 
doing so well in Rio as the 
Olympics have come to a 
record-breaking end. 
The success by Great Brit-
ain’s brilliant athletes in 
Rio, and especially with 
gymnastics gaining so 
many medals, has been 
inspirational, especially to 
the budding gymnasts at 
Athena Sports Academy, 
now based at Newton 
Aycliffe Sports Centre, but 
which also holds training 
sessions at Sunnydale 
Leisure centre and has 
many Shildon gymnasts on 
its books. 
The gymnasts are currently 
training hard for future 
competitions and their 
own aspirations of success, 
which have been given such 
a tremendous boost by Amy 
Tinkler’s bronze medal at 
Rio. 
Athena will be celebrat-
ing the Olympics with a 
carnival atmosphere and 
are inviting everyone to 
their first ever Carnival Day 
on Saturday 3rd September 
with an afternoon of fun 
and games in the main hall 
at Newton Aycliffe Leisure 
Centre.
Doors will open at 4pm and 
entry is free.
Games and stalls in the 

carnival will help the club 
raise funds to improve their 
facilities, helping current 
and future gymnasts. 
A spokesperson said: “We 
have some fantastic events 
planned for the day and 
games are not restricted to 
the kids as we will be having 
Kids v Adult games, as well 
as face painting, tattoos, 
a photo booth, hotdogs, 
sweets and drinks, and of 
course not forgetting party 
music for everyone to sing 
along to!
“We will also have the 
Athena Lipsync Champi-
onship, which will be an 
amazing, if not hilarious, 
event in itself. 
“As this is a Carnival, we 
are inviting people to come 
in either fancy dress or 
colourful carnival party 
clothes and make this as 
colourful an event as we 
saw in Rio.”
Although entry is free, the 
event will be ticketed. 
Anyone planning to visit can 
collect their free passes on 
Saturday from 9am-2pm or 
Sunday from 9.30am-11am 
at the Athena Reception 
Desk within the Athena 
Gym on the first floor of the 
Leisure Centre.
For more information about 
the club, visit its website at 
athenasportsacademy.co.uk. 

Olympics  inspires  
Athena  Academy

Shildon Railway Cricket Club 
is looking forward to  a very 
busy Bank Holiday weekend 
ahead as the 2016 season 
heads for its conclusion. 
On Sunday, the annual 
charity fundraising compe-
tition, organised by Michael 
Lumley in memory of his 
grandmother, will take 
place at the Sportsfield in 
Hackworth Road. 
Starting at 10.30am teams 
from Middleton Road 
Garage, Shildon Railway 
Football Club and Shildon 
Railway Sports & Social 
Club will battle it out for 

the trophy. 
All are welcome to attend 
and all funds raised will 
be shared between the 
Great North Air Ambu-
lance Service and Pancreas 
North. 
On Saturday, 27th August 
Shildon Railway entertain 
Marton in the Darlington 
Building Society North 
Yorks & South Durham 
Premier Cricket League 
Division 2 and on Bank 
Holiday Monday, Darling-
ton Railway Athletic, the 
current league leaders, 
are the visitors, with both 

Busy  weekend  ahead  for  
Shildon ‘s  cricketers

games starting at 1pm. 
Shildon will be missing 
skipper and prolific 
batsman, Greg Upton, 
who is on holiday but are 
pleased that Greg’s younger 
brother, Bret will return 
to the side after serving a 
28-day suspension. 
The team lies in fourth 
place in the division after 
last week’s draw at Guis-
borough. 
The rain finally put an end 
to the game after the home 
side posted 227 for 4 and 
the visitors found them-
selves in trouble at 32 for 2.

Shildon stretched their 
unbeaten start to the 
season to five games when  
the Northern League cham-
pions entertained Cum-
brians Kendal Town from 
Evo-Stik Division One North 
in the preliminary round of 
The Emirates FA Cup. 
On a damp and dismal day 
of wet and windy weather, 
both teams managed to 
start brightly and it was 
Kendal who created the 
first opening with an early 
break by Ollie Wood whose 
effort was well saved by 
Nick Liversedge. 
Shildon responded quickly  
with Lewis Wing trying 
an attempt from distance 
before winning a free 
kick in the eighth minute 
after being bundled to the 
ground.
Twenty yards from goal and 
central, the dead ball was 
perfect for set-piece expert 
Wing, who duly recovered 
from the foul before firing 
a low drive around the wall 
and out of reach of Kendal 
’keeper Will Kitchen.
An early concession was 
the last thing their higher 
league opponents wanted 
against a strong Shildon side 
who went on to domonate 
first half possession, and 
create several chances.
In the 23rd minute  Anthony 
Bell’s curler looked certain 
to find the net but shaved 
the wrong side of the post.
A minute later, David 

Ferguson was found in the 
six-yard box by a Wing pass 
but was ruled offside.
Three minutes before the 
break the visitors managed 
to create a rare opening 
after Matthew Dudley beat 
several players with a 
weaving run before firing 
his final shot just wide.
Shildon could have doubled 
the lead on the stroke of 
half time but Ben Wood 
failed to capitalise on a 
David Ferguson cross.
The Railwaymen were 
forced into a change at the 
break when centre back 
Carl Jones, with a slight 
strain, was replaced by 
striker Paul Connor with the 
versatile Ferguson dropping 
back into the defence.
In 52 minutes, Shildon 
carved out their next 
opening but Ben Wood 
was unable to get enough 
power on his header.
A spell of concerted 
pressure followed, with 
Connor, Bell, Wing and 
Wood making sure it 
remained hot work for 
Kitchen in the Kendal goal.
Kendal, however, continued 
to work hard and a good 
move allowed Danny Forbes 
to go close from  Matthew 
Dudley’s deep cross.
Then came a moment of 
controversy in the 72nd 
minute as Forbes latched 
on to a spilled ball from Liv-
ersedge in the Shildon goal 
and fired home, only for 

Shildon  remain  unbeaten  as 
Kendal  dumped  out  of  FA  Cup

the  referee to whistle for 
a foul on the ’keeper who 
had been pressured as the 
corner swung towards him.
With the visitors still com-
plaining at their rough 
luck, Shildon compounded 
their misery by immedi-
ately breaking forward and 
doubling their lead. 
Anthony Bell and Ben Wood 
combined to set up Lewis 
Wing who turned his man 
and made no mistake, 
burying his shot hard and 
low into the bottom corner 
of Kitchen’s goal.
A late chance fell for 
Kendal’s Ollie Wood but  
Liversedge produced a fine 
save to protect his clean 
sheet and see the Railway-
men into the next round.
Shildon will now travel to 
nearby Washington for the 
First Qualifying Round on 
Saturday 3rd September, 
kicking off at 3pm.
Before then, the Railway-
men play three league 
matches, including a 
midweek home league 
tie against Whitley Bay  
followed by another home 
league game on Saturday 
against newcomers Ryhope 
CW, kicking off at 3pm. 
Then, on Bank Holiday 
Monday, the Railwaymen 
will revisit  the scene of 
their championship-clinch-
ing triumph of last season 
when they face Bishop 
Auckland at Heritage Park 
in a 12 noon kick off.

Shildon AFC’s Over 40s 
played their first league 
game of the season on 
Saturday 20th August.
The side went down to a 
2-1 away defeat against 
Richmond Town with Pat 
Bowtell scoring Shildon’s 
goal in the game.
The side felt that their 

performance deserved a 
better result and will be 
looking to improve their 
luck when they host their 
first home game of the 
season at Hackworth Park 
this Saturday, 27th August 
against Newcastle East 
End. Kick off in the match 
is 10.30am.

First  league  game  
for  Shildon  Over  40s

Check4life
Are you aged 40-74?

Find our your risk of developing heart 
disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes or 
kidney disease with a check4life 

health check. Then get personalised advice to reduce the 
risks. Visit your GP or have a check4life health check in a 
community venue such as your local pharmacy or leisure 

centre where you can see the check4life logo

0191 569 2860


