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Shildon AFC have been 
crowned Northern League 
champions for the first 
time since the 1930s.
The club celebrated a 
first league title for eight 
decades with a 4-0 win at 
local rivals Bishop Auckland 
on Boxing Day before re-
turning to Dean Street on 
Wednesday evening for the 
trophy presentation, which 
they lifted in style after an 
8-1 thumping of Ashington.
Shildon last won the title 
in the 1939-40 season, but 
the league that year was 
curtailed by the War. 
For the purists, the last 
time Shildon genuinely 
won a fully competitive 
league championship was 
in the 1936-1937 season, 
fully seventy-nine years 
ago.
If a club is to wait so long 
to win a title, there can 
surely be no more perfect 
timing than Shildon’s this 
season.
The win coincides with the 
final year of club chairman, 
Brian Burn’s tenure, the 
man widely regarded as 
having saved the club from 

Champions!  Shildon AFC win the Northern League

the brink of extinction 
eleven years ago.
Mr Burn said: “It has been 
a wonderful eleven years 
since joining Shildon AFC 
as chairman.
“We have had some really 
tough times, including 
some heartache, but we’ve 
also had some extremely 
exciting times.
“But Monday, when we 
won the league for the 
first time in 76 years was a 
wonderful feeling.
“I would like to thank Gary 
Forrest and the great team 
he has assembled. 
“They are a fantastic group 
of lads who did them-
selves, Shildon AFC and 
the town proud. Who could 
ask for anything better as a 
signing off gift!
“I would also like to thank-
everyone involved in the 
club, from supporters 
right through to the hard 
working board and man-
agement team. They are 
all a credit to the club.”
The title win also coincides 
with the final season of  
Mike Amos as chairman of 
the Northern League, and 

he was there on Wednes-
day night to hand over the 
trophy.
Shildon-born Mike, a 
lifelong fan, said: “I was 
born in Shildon in 1946 
and I’ve been waiting ever 
since for a day like this.
“I’ve been Northern 
League chairman for 20 
years and I’ve waited 20 
years to do this,” he said, 
before handing over the 
trophy to club captain, 
Daniel Moore. 
Incoming chairman, David 
Dent praised his counter-
part and looked forward to 
the future: “We wouldn’t 
be in this position if Brian 
Burn hadn’t rescued the 
Club 10 years ago and no 
one should forget that,” he 
said. 
“Since then the club has 
progressed beyond rec-
ognition on and off the 
field and I look forward 
to taking this great club 
forward into a new era, 
starting with the establish-
ment of a Sunderland AFC 
Academy at Dean Street 
this September. 
“These are exciting times 

Shildon were presented with the Northern League Division One trophy at Dean Street on Wednesday night. The championship winning squad will 
go down in the history books alongside the heroes of the 1930s who last took the league title back to Dean Street.              Photo: Martyn Tweddle.

GREAT BOILER DEALS –

ON TAP!
‘A’ RATED COMBI 
from only £1495
‘A’ RATED COMBI
+ up to 7 radiators + TRVs
from only £2195

• No deposit*
•  Low monthly 

payments*
• Reduced gas bill
• 7 year guarantee*

•  A large range of 
boilers for many 
budgets

•  Expert and 
professional 
service and support

*Terms and conditions apply - ask for details.

01325 312345
07966 515654 | 07823 550503 
Email: ontap5@hotmail.com  www.ontapheating.co.uk

Or visit St Cuthberts House, Block 1, Durham Way North, 
Aycliff e Business Park DL5 6DL

508802

WAI670 On Tap 120x85 update.indd   1 09/11/2015   15:13

All from one of County Durham's most 
established family run businesses

for everyone connected 
with the club and I’m 
delighted to have had 
the opportunity to work 
alongside Brian over the 

last few years and what 
better script for him to 
finish than with the League 
title coming back to Dean 
Street after over 70 years.”
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Classifieds
All about local people...

Need to contact 

The Crier 
about a Classified?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@talk21.com

Happy 80th birthday
Mam

Dorothy Thompson
May 5th

Lots of love,
Christine and Terence,
Sharon and William,
Angela and Robert

xxx

A thought for you every day
Love you more than words 

can say.

Ernie McKimm
10th May

Chris & Family

Geoff and Sheila would like 
to thank family and friends 
for joining us to celebrate 
our special day. Thank you 

for the lovely cards and gifts 
we received.

xxx

Carrick

The family of the late Eric 
Dowling wish to say thank 
you for all the kind words 
received during their sad 
time. All donations made 
to Macmillan are greatly 

appreciated who along with 
Gibsons Funeral Services, 
Vicar David Tomlinson, Dr 

Chan and staff at Hallgarth’s 
and all District Nurses were 
all a great support system.

Dowling

The tears in our eyes
Can be wiped away

But the ache in our hearts
Is here to stay

The fact you are no longer 
here 

Will always cause us pain, 
But you are forever in our 

hearts 
And there you will remain.

Geraldine Henderson
20/12/69 - 9/5/2009

Love,
Mam and Family

To lose a loving Mam & Gran  
As wonderful as you

Brings a gentle sorrow
That lasts a lifetime through
You’re still loved as deeply
As the day you went away
If only you were here with 

us today

Doris Ellwood
Remembering our dear 
Mam & Gran who died 

10th May 1997

Forever loved and always 
missed, from all your 

loving family xxx

In silent thoughts of times 
together hold memories that 

will last forever.

Cathie Wheatley
Died 7th May 1995

Aged 37 years

Miss you Sis,
Love Sadie & Michael  xxx

You are always 
In our thoughts

Today and every day

Pat Ellsworth
Died 9/5/2007

Love,
Janine, Brian, Wayne,

Regan, Hilary & Bobby Ray
xxx

No treasure on earth can 
replace you, Your memory 

will never grow old, We miss 
you because we love you, To 
us you’re more precious than 

gold.

Vanessa Coxon
(Nee Harbottle)

5.5.2004

Sadly missed,
Mam, Dad, Cous Dax, 

Callum, Brother Darren and 
Family

Hip Hip Hooray
Nana Dot is 80!

Dorothy Thompson

Lots of love and kisses,
All your Grandchildren

and Great Grandchildren
xxx

Stanley Dowling, the son of 
the late Eric Dowling wishes 
to apologise to Sara Colvin, 
the partner of his Dad, for 
her name being missed off 
the death announcement. 

Sorry. 

Dowling

Any relative of Carol Calvin 
from Jubikee Estate please 

contact Jo on 07790 505604 
who has some good news.

Carol Calvin

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Our office hours are

Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri 10am - 2pm. Closed Wed.
Or  by appointment on

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Robert’s Property 
Maintenance

All home and garden work 
undertaken. Call for a free quote.

07494 942 557

Mam it has been five years 
since you closed your eyes
Still think of you every day
Wish you were still here. 
Love and miss you always 
You’ve gone but we will 

never forget you

Betty McGreevy
25/4/2011

From Daughter Elain, Son 
in law Ron, Granddaughter 

Pauline, Great 
Granddaughter Tessa & 

Scott, Great Granddaughter 
Jessica, Tania, Wayne 

& all the family

Birthdays

Happy 50th birthday

Jennifer Quigley
2/5/16

Love Jan, Jackie, Kim
 Tracey, Alison, Elaine
Sue, Kathy & Maureen 

xxx

Happy 18th birthday

David Dunbar
10/5/16

Love from Nana, Granda, 
Uncle Andrew, Aunty Donna, 

Gina & Ross 
xxx

40 years
1-5-1976

Geoff and Shiela 
Carrick

Ruby Wedding Anniversary

Love,
Sarah, Brian, 

Ethan, Kyle & Ella xxx

Congratulations on your 
wedding anniversary  

Mam and Dad

T&D Fencing Services
Tel: 07974 618 146

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925
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Shildon Town Council’s 
Annual Meeting will be 
held on Monday 9th May 

from 6.30pm in the council 
chambers. Members of the 
public are invited to attend.

Town  Council  
Annual  Meeting

Shildon Methodist Church 
is inviting members of the 
public along to its forth-
coming events.
Friday 13th May will be 
the regular Games Night 
which begins at 7pm. Entry 
is just £1 and includes re-
freshments. Children are 
welcome when accompa-
nied by an adult.
On Thursday 19th May 

there will be a Craft Fair 
and Coffee Morning from 
10am-12 noon. All proceeds 
will go to Christian Aid.
Finally, there will be 
another popular Quiz Night 
held on Friday 20th May 
from 7.15pm. Tickets are £4 
which will include pie and 
peas. A vegetarian option 
will also be available. For 
tickets, call 01388 775366.

Methodist  Church  
forthcoming  events

Shildon Neighbourhood 
Police Team are appeal-
ing for any witnesses, or 
anyone who may have in-
formation concerning those 
responsible for damaging a 
vehicle, to contact them by 
calling 101.
Between approximately 
10.15pm and 10.30pm 

on Friday 29th April, the 
nearside wing mirror of 
a Ford Fiesta, parked 
securely in Highland 
Gardens was damaged.
There are believed to be 
two males responsible for 
smashing the mirror before 
they made off towards Elm 
Road.

Damage  to  vehicle

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Adults 
with 
learning 
difficulties 
can 
recieve 
care and 
support. Arrange by phoning 
03000 26 79 79 or 
visiting www.durham.gov.
uk/learningdisabilities

Check4life
Are you aged 40-74?

Find our your risk of developing heart 
disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes or 
kidney disease with a check4life 

health check. Then get personalised advice to reduce the 
risks. Visit your GP or have a check4life health check in a 
community venue such as your local pharmacy or leisure 

centre where you can see the check4life logo.

0191 569 2860

Cold up North? 
You could be one of the 5,000 
households in the North East to 
benefit from a warmer home and 
lower energy bills. 
Through Warm Up North and a 
survey of your property, you may 
be eligible to:
• replacement of broken or 

inefficient boiler
• free cavity wall insulation
• free loft insulation
• free central heating for 

low income households 
with no central heating

0800 294 8073
www.warmupnorth.com
*eligibility criteria apply. See online*

Correction
With reference to last week’s article for the Feel 
Well Be Well course running at Jubilee Fields 
Community Centre, please note that the correct 
telephone number for bookings is: 03000 268834.

Shildon Railway & Institute
Saturday 7th May

A tribute to Buddy Holly by 
Alan Becks

 Plus Rock ‘n’ Roll
Plus Roger’s Disco

Tickets £5
50/50 Dancing on Saturdays:

14th, 21st & 28th May

Simon Romaines, right, with partner Jill Parkinson have received the support of local 
councillors and the police after their new home was the target of regular vandalism.

Support  for  couple  targetted  
by  vandals

Representatives from 
Shildon Police, Shildon 
councillors, head teachers 
and livin all met this week 
outside the former HSBC 
bank. 
The bank is now the home 
of Simon Romaines and 
Jill Parkinson, who have 
invested their life savings 
in the property. 
However, the couple 
have suffered a spate of 
anti social behaviour by 
mindless youths who have 
been throwing stones and 
putting their windows out, 
even though the property 
has CCTV. 
Sergeant David Littlefair 

said officers know the 
culprits belong to families 
involved in previous 
troubles going back over a 
generation. 
He said: “Parents have a 
responsibility to keep their 
children’s behaviour in 
check. We are currently en-
countering a large number 
of complaints of youths 
throwing stones and eggs. 
This impacts on the quality 
of life for people and also 
puts a lot of demand on the 
police.”
Councillor Trish Pemberton 
said: “As a town council, 
we are naturally concerned 
that all our residents feel 

safe and  comfortable 
in their homes and busi-
nesses. A minority of young 
people, some of whom 
are from outside Shildon, 
clearly do not understand 
the negative impact that 
their behaviour can have 
on other people. 
“We will do all in our power 
to work in partnership with 
the police and residents, 
and young people them-
selves, to improve the situ-
ation as we go forward. 
“It is always a shame when 
the positive behaviour of 
the majority of Shildon’s 
young people is overshad-
owed by that of a minority.”

SENSORY IMPAIRMENT SUPPORT
Support and advice relating to all kinds of sensory 
loss, including equipment to try, contacts for support 
groups, and help for people who want to return to 
work or start work can be 
arranged by phoning 

03000 26 79 79
Or visiting www.durham.gov.
uk/sensorysupportteam
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No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

Heating & 
Plumbing Services

Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing

Repairs 
Upgrades

All Plumbing & Gas Work
Free Quotes

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998
Ferryhill Based

TEL 01740 657799
MOB 07970 280130

NO JOB TOO LARGE
NO JOB TOO SMALL

WESTSIDE PROPERTIES
AND DEVELOPMENTS LTD

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING
WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN

Event safety information 
for organisers

If you are planning an event, 
please contact the County 
Durham Safety Advisory 

Group for advice, guidance 
and suport to ensure that 
your event is a safe one.

Email safeevents@durham.
gov.uk

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/
eventsafety

Auckland Academy
CHEF SCHOLARSHIP

Are you passionate about food?
Do you want to train to be a top chef?

Auckland Academy
Open Evening
10 May 2016, 5.30pm-7.30pm 
Auckland Castle and Bishop Auckland College are recruiting 
school leavers for September 2016! 
Apprenticeship vacancies include:
• Food and Beverages, hospitality and trainee chefs
• Tourism, cultural-heritage and customer service personnel
• Maintenance operations, renewal, replacement and restoration
• Live events and promotion (venue and stage crew)
• Horticulturists
• Business administration

01388 443000 • start@bacoll.ac.uk • www.bishopaucklandcollege.ac.uk

Dene Valley Pairch Coun-
cil’s next monthly meeting 
will be held on Monday 9th 
May from 6.30pm at Prince 

Bishops Primary School, 
Dene Valley. Members of 
the public are invited to 
attend.

Parish  Council  
Meeting

Shildon Salvation Army in 
Cross Street is holding its 
monthly Jumble Sale on 
Tuesday 10th May from 
10am. 

Admission is free and 
there is the promise of 
lots of bargains to be had. 
Refreshments will be avail-
able for purchase.

Jumble  Sale 

Lovers of all things floral 
are invited to Shildon and 
District Flower Club’s open 
meeting at Shildon Civic 
Hall on Monday, 9th May 
when Jackie Charnock from 
Shrewsbury Area of NAFAS 
will present an evening of 

flower arranging under the 
title Melody of Contrasts.
There will also be a  variety 
of stalls with interesting 
items, to buy including 
floral sundries. Entry for 
members is £5 and for 
visitors is £8.

Melody  of  Contrasts 

Pupils from Timothy Hackworth School in Byerley Road have placed banners on the 
fencing asking motorists to take extra care around the school. 

School  children  ‘Make  a  
Difference’  with  safety  campaign

After a request from 
Durham County Council 
to all primary schools to 
take part in their  Make 
a Difference in your 
Town campaign,  pupils 
at Timothy Hackworth 
Primary School had no 
hesitation in choosing road 
safety as their subject. 
School councillor and 
teacher, Stacey Hutchinson 
said the youngsters in Year 
2 to 6 thought it would be 
a good idea to tackle the 
problem of parking and 

speeding, as it has been an 
ongoing issue for several 
years around their school in 
Byerley Road.  
After the children had 
designed three safety 
banners, on Tuesday 3rd 
May they placed them on 
the school fencing to warn 
motorists. 
The banners read ‘Look out 
Children About’, ‘Children 
Near, Please Keep Clear’ 
and ‘20 It Is Plenty’.  

After a recent accident 
outside the gates, the 
school council sent a letter 
to each pupil’s family about 
the dangers around the 
school gates. 
In light of the children’s 
campaign, the school is 
asking all parents to park 
their vehicles sensibly when 
dropping off or picking up 
their children, and always 
drive slowly as the safety of 
all the pupils is paramount.

Find a sports club near you 
or register your club at 

www.countydurhamsport.com
03000 282 012
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For further information regarding the Care
Connect service please visit our website at
www.durham.gov.uk/careconnect
or telephone 03000 262 195
or email care.connect@durham.gov.uk

Stay safe and independent
at home with our local 24/7
service just up your street
Care Connect
One ‘press’ of the button for immediate assistance
Never far away from local support
New technology
Emergency response to your door
Choice of service
Trained local staff always on hand

People in County Durham 
are being urged to join 
Durham County Council’s 
community alarm service 
that supports vulnerable 
residents of all ages. 
Care Connect assists 
people in maintaining their 
independence in their own 
home, providing a monitor-
ing and response service to 
people’s homes 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, 
365 days a year, offering 
assistance and reassurance 
whenever it is needed.
The service is vital for 
anybody who believes they 
are at risk, or vulnerable 
and their families want 
security and peace of 
mind. 
People may know of a 
neighbour or friend who is 
at risk or socially isolated 
and the Care Connect 
service can offer assistance 
and support these people 
when in need.  
Customers are provided 
with a unit alarm system 
and pendant, which is 
installed in their homes, 
and when the alert button 
is pressed for assistance 
a call is placed directly 
to Care Connect’s Control 
Room.
The service operates 24/7 
so staff are always avail-
able to offer support and 
assistance, to dispatch 
Responders to a customer’s 
home, or to contact the 
emergency services when 
necessary.
There is a small weekly 
charge for the service, but 
this will be discussed with 
customers prior to coming 
on to the service.
The service helps around 
15,000 households across 
County Durham and has 
recently retained its Ac-
creditation to the Telecare 
Services Association (TSA) 
Code of Practice, being 
one of less than 10% of 
members to achieve 
‘Platinum Member Status’ 
(European Technical 
Specification) for the com-
munity alarm and Telecare 
services it provides. 
Care Connect promotes 
independence through 
the use of technology so 
people can remain in their 
own homes as long as 
possible.
Where a customer is 
assessed as needing addi-

tional support, equipment 
known as Telecare can be 
installed, giving carers 
and families’ peace of 
mind. Customers who do 
not wish to go through a 
social care assessment can 
agree a private arrange-
ment with Care Connect to 

Care  Connect:   
A  24/7  service  just  up  your  street  (advertorial)

have Telecare equipment 
installed.
There are numerous types 
of equipment available and 
include items for people 
who are at risk of falling, 
have dementia (or some 
memory loss), are deaf, 
blind, or have epilepsy. 

An example of this technol-
ogy is a fall detector for 
people who are frail and/or  
at risk of falling. 
The device is unobtrusive 
and worn about the person 
and will identify a genuine 
fall and immediately alert 
the Control Room so appro-

priate action can be taken.    
For more information 
about the service, visit 
Care Connect’s website 
at www.durham.gov.uk/
careconnect or telephone 
03000 262 195 or send an 
email to care.connect@
durham.gov.uk.

www.durham.gov.uk/careconnect   |   03000 262 195   |   care.connect@durham.gov.uk
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PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

Houses To Let

01325 484 846

In Shildon, Newton 
Aycliffe, Leeholme, 
Bishop Auckland, 

Ferryhill & Fishburn 
From £70 per week

DSS Welcome

Residents and staff were up on the dance floor when singer and entertainer Chris 
Millett made a return visit to the Care Home recently.  

A  lively  afternoon  of  song  and  
dance  at  Holly  Lodge

Singer and entertainer, 
Chris Millett was the guest 
of honour at Holly Lodge 
Care Home in Maddison 
Street, Shildon on Tuesday 
26th April and he soon had 
residents and staff alike up 
on the dance floor.  
“We had a return visit to 

Holly Lodge from Chris,” 
said administrator, Tracey 
Hamilton. “He is a favour-
ite at the home as he sings 
upbeat, lively songs which 
gets everyone in the mood 
to dance and sing along.
“Chris has told us he 
always enjoys coming to 

Holly Lodge as everyone 
joins in and has loads of fun 
and help to create a great 
atmosphere. 
“We are looking forward 
to seeing Chris again in the 
near future when he will 
return to sing for everyone 
again,” added Tracey.

The County Durham and Dar-
lington NHS Area Prescribing 
Committee (APC) is looking 
for a new patient represent-
ative to join its work.
The APC serves the local 
community by improving 
the safe and effective use 
of medicines, and improv-
ing cost effectiveness 
across its member organi-
sations. 
It is responsible for provid-

ing advice on medicines 
used locally and for sup-
porting the implementa-
tion of evidence based 
guidance on the best use of 
medicines.
The group meets six times 
a year. Anyone with an 
interest in the role should 
contact Joan Sutherland on  
0191 389 8567 or 0191 389 
8600 or by email at joan.
sutherland@nhs.net.

Patient  representative 
sought  for  committee

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIER

This  week  in  History

The Channel Tunnel, 
linking England and 
France, is officially opened 
on this day, nearly 200 
years after the idea was 
first suggested.

6 May 1994

The concept of the inte-
grated circuit, the basis 
for all modern comput-
ers, is first published by 
Geoffrey Dummer.

7 May 1952

Edward George Honey first 
proposes the idea of a 
moment of silence to com-
memorate The Armistice 
of World War I, which later 
results in the creation of 
Remembrance Day.

8 May 1919

Treaty of Windsor is signed 
between Portugal and 
England. It is the oldest 
diplomatic alliance in the 
world which is still in force.

9 May 1386

John Wilkes is imprisoned 
for writing an article for 
The North Briton severely 
criticizing King George 
III. This action provokes 
rioting in London.

10 May 1768

Spencer Percival is Brit-
ain’s only Prime Minister 
to be assassinated after 
John Bellingham pulls a 
pistol out of his coat and 
shoots him in the chest in 
the Commons lobby.

11 May 1812

Shildon Railway Cricket 
Club was overwhelmed 
by the generosity of the 
Co-operative Funeral-
care as the club recently 
took delivery of its new 
coloured kit. 
The Under 18 team, which 
plays in the Durham Cricket 
Board Junior League’s 
South West Division, will 
wear their new kit with 
pride, courtesy of the local 
branch, which has so gen-
erously agreed to sponsor 
the club. 

Manager, Jenette Sisson, 
said: “We recognise the 
important role that sport 
plays in the local commu-
nity, especially with the 
young, and this is one way 
in which we can show our 
support and we’re proud to 
do so.” 
Administrator Barbara 
Bates echoed these senti-
ments adding: “Being a 
local girl myself, it’s great 
to see our own youngsters 
being active and enjoying 
sport.”

Co-op  Funeralcare  
bowl  over  cricketers 

Barbara Bates, left, and Jenette Sisson of Co-operative 
Funeralcare, proudly displaying the new kit. 
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The audience sings along to the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations. 

One of the dresses on show was made with parachute 
silk and worn at Saint John’s in 1942. 

Churches  celebrate  Queen’s  
90th  birthday

St  John’s  hears  tales  of  the  
romance  of  fashion

Sylvia Barraclough of 
Shildon Methodist Church 
worked tirelessly to 
produce programme of 
laughter and celebration as 
the Queen’s 90th birthday 
celebrations began in 
Shildon. 
A team from Saint John’s 
Church joined with Shildon 

Saint John’s Church was 
brimming with romance on 
Saturday as Kevin Thornhill 
and his models displayed 
over 100 years of wedding 
design. 
Kevin, part of the team 
who made the dress for 
Princess Diana, kept the 
audience spellbound with 
his tales of royal weddings, 
aristocratic elopement, 
and simple love. 
Among the dresses 
modelled was a beautiful 
sheer silk dress worn for a 
wedding at Saint John’s in 
1942 and made from para-
chute silk. 
With designs by Coco 
Chanel, a replica of Kate 
Middleton’s dress and 
several Victorian pieces 
Rev’d David commented 
that: “Perhaps it is the 
enduring nature of love 
that makes weddings such 
a delightful subject.” 
Organised by Adele Todd, 
Davina Tomlinson and 
Dorothy Truby, the dresses 
were but a small glimpse of 
a larger collection. 
“We are looking forward 
to welcoming Kevin and 

Methodist church in prac-
tising dance and song in 
preparation for last Satur-
day’s event. 
With Methodist minister 
Rev’d Andrew Bryers and 
his wife Janet narrating 
the key events of the last 
90 years the appreciative 
audience clapped and sang 

his team back here again 
next spring” said Davina. 

along. 
Eileen Bowman from St 
John’s drew laughs as 
the team performed a 
humorous version of a 
dance from Swan Lake.
“Thisis what happens, com-
mented Rev’d David, “when 
churches get together. The 
laughter just never stops!”

The loud, long rounds of 
applause really said it all!

Shildon Railway Cricket 
Club was grateful to get 
some cricket played at 
the weekend, after the 
recent wet weather caused 
the cancellation of three 
mid-week games. 
However, a serious injury 
to second team player, Del 
Owen, certainly took the 
shine off things. 
The 2nd team game at 
home to Redcar only went 
ahead an hour late, after 
strenuous efforts at the 
ground to make it fit for 
play. 
Batting first, Shildon’s 
innings was looking good 
at 147 for 2 but the batting 
collapsed and the side was 
all out for 163 ( Matthew 
Brown 70, Richie Wells 36). 
Redcar never looked under 
pressure and eased home 
in the 35th over, for the 
loss of two wickets. 
In attempting to stop the 
ball, Shildon’s Del Owen 
slid over the boundary and 
crashed into a spectators’ 
bench. 
He suffered a deep gash to 
the knee and an ambulance 
was called as the unlucky 
player was stretchered 
from the field. 
Unfortunately, the am-
bulance was delayed and 
arrived at the ground over 
two hours later when Del 
was taken to Darlington 
Memorial Hospital. 
He was seen by a doctor 
over two hours later and 
then x-rays revealed that 
his knee cap had been 
sliced in two. 

He underwent surgery on 
Sunday morning and hopes 
to be home soon. The 
club wishes him a speedy 
recovery. 
At Newton Aycliffe, the 1st 
team romped to a 9 wicket 
win with skipper Greg 
Upton leading the way on 
60 not out, ably supported 
by brother Bret, on 50 not 
out. 
Batting first, Aycliffe had 
posted 124; Robert Nevison 
(4 for 27), Martin Wor-
thington (2 for 12) and Bret 
Upton (2 for 33), doing the 
damage. 
Sadly, Shildon’s hopes of 
continuing the winning 
start to the season were 
again thwarted by the 
weather when Monday’s 
home game against Maltby 
was called off. 
The Under 15s enjoyed a 
good win over local rivals 
Bishop Auckland in the Bob 
Pendlebury Cup. Posting 
110 for 9 in their 20 overs, 
Shildon then restricted the 
Bishops to 101 for 6. 
On Saturday 7th May, the 
2nd team are at home to 
Yarm (1pm start) whilst the 
1st team go to Normanby 
Hall on Sunday (1pm start) 
in the rescheduled league 
fixture. Also on Sunday, it 
is hoped that the Under 11s 
will kick start their season 
at home to Evenwood 
(9.30am start) but this will 
depend on the numbers at-
tending the junior practice 
on Friday at 6pm. 
On Monday, the Under 15s 
travel to Mainsforth.

Injury  mars  Shildon 
Railway  CC  weekend

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS

TEL: 01388 778070
AIR-CON
RE-GAS 

ONLY £40

Sport
More sport on page 8...

@ShildonCrier
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Ben Wood wheels celebrates after opening the scoring against Bishop Auckland and 
sending Shildon on their way to their first league title in 76 years. Photo: Martyn Tweddle

Shildon  crowned  champions  
after  derby  day  victory

They say that good things 
come to those who wait, 
and the waiting is over at 
last for Shildon, who were 
declared champions of 
Northern League Division 
One after a 4-0 win at the 
home of local rivals, Bishop 
Auckland.
Captain, Daniel ‘Bobby’ 
Moore, striker, Ben Wood 
- who opened the scoring 
at Heritage Park - and 
manager Gary Forrest 
admitted that complacen-
cy rather than nerves had 
crept into the side’s play 
in recent weeks, but there 
was nothing lacking in the 
side’s performance on Bank 
Holiday Monday. 
Marske’s defeat of Shildon 
a fortnight ago delayed the 
Railwaymen’s celebrations 
and left some, after last 
season’s heartache, fearing 
the worst. 
But Shildon’s run of 18 
games unbeaten, including 
16 wins, from the end of 
November until the middle 
of April was champion-
ship winning form and this 
time they were not to be 
denied.
It was soon clear that the 
Railwaymen had shaken 
off the remnants of com-
placency when Ben Wood 
opened the scoring to the 
delight of the visiting fans 
with an early nerve-settling 
goal in four minutes.
Top scorer, Billy Greulich-
Smith  doubled the lead in 
the 22nd minute, prodding 
home after a goalmouth 
scramble.

Fans, however, were 
keeping one eye on social 
media as Marske’s local 
derby against Guisborough 
drew to a close in the 
knowledge that a Marske 
loss coupled with a Shildon 
win would seal the title.
Shildon were playing in 
the style of champions, 
controlling their game from 
start to finish and restrict-
ing Bishop to just one good 
chance in the first half.
As the half time break 
approached, so full time 
beckoned in Marske and a 
loud cheer rang out when 
news came through that 
Guisborough had secured a 
2-0 victory.
All that remained was for 
the Railwaymen to hold 
on to their lead in the 
second half, but even with 
their domination, there 
remained a few nerves on 
the terracing with the fans 
wishing for a third to put 
the game out of reach.
Their wishes were fulfilled 
when Shildon won a penalty 
in the 72nd minute after 
Ben Wood was hauled to 
the ground inside the box. 
Anth Bell stepped forward 
to convert the spot kick 
and start the Shildon party.
With four minutes remain-
ing, Mickey Rae replaced 
Anth Bell and as the clock 
struck 90 minutes, so Rae 
slotted home Shildon’s 
fourth to complete an 
historic day of celebration 
for the Railwaymen.
At the request of the club, 
the league delayed pre-

senting the trophy until 
Wednesday evening when 
Shildon were at home to 
Ashington.
A good crowd turned out 
to witness the club lifting 
the championship trophy 
in style when the visitors 
were thrashed 8-1.
Ben Wood, mirroring 
Monday afternoon, opened 
the scoring in the fourth 
minute before captain 
Daniel Moore powered 
home a header in the 14th.
Billy Greulich-Smith added 
a third in the 39th for his 
29th goal of the season.
Paul Connor replaced Lewis 
Wing in the second half and 
helped homself to a hat 
trick, scoring in the 63rd, 
76th and 86th minutes. 
A minute after Connor’s 
first, Michael Rae, on 
for Lewis Dodds, helped 
himself to a goal, sidefoot-
ing home after an excellent 
move down the right.
Paul Connor’s second 
arrived a minute after Kyle 
Downey had notched a con-
solation with a deflected 
free kick in the 75th minute 
but the runaway Railway-
men scored an eighth 
before the end through 
Anthony Bell.
Afterwards, manager Gary 
Forrest said; “It’s a great 
night for the football club 
and for the town. 
“Everyone can be proud 
of the players, who are 
worthy winners of the 
league title this year and 
tonight was the icing on 
the cake.”

Shildon Running Club had 
a large contingent travel-
ling to London for the 
2016 London Marathon. A 
good weekend was had by 
competitors and spectators 
alike.
The ladies had all trained 
hard in the months leading 
up to 24th April and they 
were rewarded with some 
running times to be proud 
of. Donna Dunbar in a time 
of 4:02:52 was the first 
Shildon runner back closely 
followed by Helen Race 
in 4:08:55. Hazel Johnson 
in 4:33:09 was next back 
with Irene Ross complet-
ing the 26.2 mile course 
in 4:51:02. Andrea Lowery 
ran in 5:59:18 with Emma 
Flynn completing the race 
in 6:45:30.
Shildon Running and 
Athletic Club is open to 

anyone from the age of 7 
upwards providing that the 
child is in year 3 at school. 
If you are interested in 
joining the club then go 
along for a free tryout 
session.
For details of club nights 
and times to suit your age 
group, check out www.
shildonrunning.co.uk or 
email secretary@shildon-
running.co.uk. 
You can also log into 
Facebook and like their 
page to see more reports 
and photos and gener-
ally keep up to date with 
what’s going on at the club.
Hackworth parkrun is open 
to everyone, is free to 
enter and takes place each 
Saturday morning starting 
at 9am prompt. To register 
simply go to www.parkrun.
org.uk.

Shildon  Running  
Club  news

Shildon AFC Supporters’ 
Club’s weekly lottery was 
drawn on Sunday 1st May at 
Shildon AFC’s Social Club. 
The six numbers drawn 
from the bag were: 3, 4, 8, 
10, 14 and 15. There was no 
winner of the jackpot prize 

which now rises to £700.
The consolation prize of 
£25 was won by C Bennett. 
This week, players will 
need to choose the 
matching 6 numbers from 
the remaining 14.

Lottery  result

Old Shildon Homing Soci-
ety’s latest race took off 
from Peterborough, 153 
miles away, on Saturday 
30th April. 
The birds were liberated at 
8.30am and the first bird 
arrived home at 11.45am. 
Smith, Alderson & Spark 

have had a tremendous 
start to the season winning 
the first two races and on 
this occasion claimed the 
first four places.
Next home, in fifth, was 
D Taylor with W Stott & 
Son coming home in sixth 
position.

Homing  pigeon  
results

Note to Shildon Businesses
Shildon businesses wishing to share in Shildon 

AFC’s Northern League title-winning success are 
invited to publish their congratulations messages, 

similar to their Christmas greetings advert, for a fee 
of £30, in next week’s bumper issue celebrating the 

club and the town’s footballing success.
Jeff Ridley will be visiting stores in the coming days 

or can be contacted on 07909 992 731.
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