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Shildon lad Mike Amos, 
retiring after 20 years 
as Northern League 
chairman, completes his 
500-mile “Last Legs Chal-

‘Tour  de  Shildon’  to  be  last  leg  
of  Last  Legs  Challenge

lenge” with an eight-mile 
walk – the so-called Tour 
de Shildon – to Dean Street 
on Wednesday 4th May. 
Shildon AFC manager Gary 

Forrest will be among 
those joining the walk 
ahead of the home match 
with Ashington that night. 
Others would be greatly 
welcome. 
It could even be the night 
that Shildon are presented 
with the Northern League 
championship trophy for 
the first time since 1940. 
“That would be simply 
unbelievable and there’s 
only one person who’s 
ever going to get to do the 
hand-over,” said Mike, 69. 
Educated at Timothy 
Hackworth School and a 
Shildon fan since short 
trousered childhood, he 
set himself the Last Legs 
Challenge – an average 
12 miles to each of the 
Ebac Northern League’s 
44 grounds – to mark the 
end of his 20-year term of 
office.
More than 480 miles have 
so far been covered and 
£22,000 raised – half going 
to the Sir Bobby Robson 
Foundation for cancer care 
and research and half, in 
£1,000 segments, to com-
munity-based charities 

The opening times for 
West Road Cemetery 
are as follows: Monday – 
Thursday, 8am to 3.45pm 
(pedestrian access only 

after 3.45pm); Friday,                                                   
8am to 3.15pm (no access 
after 3.15pm); and Saturday 
& Sunday, 9am to 7pm (no 
access after 7pm).

West  Road  Cemetery  
opening  times  

Shildon-born Northern League chairman, Mike Amos, a lifelong fan of his home town 
football club, will complete his Last Legs Challenge with a walk to Dean Street.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS

TEL: 01388 778070
BRAND NEW TYRES!!!

FITTED AND BALANCED

NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS   |  SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY

205-55-16,
BUDGETS - £30
MICHELIN - £60

MOTS - £40

SHILDON CIVIC HALL 
Presents the hottest band on the south 
coast: 

 
SATURDAY 30th APRIL 2016 

SOUL   MOTOWN   60’s POP   NORTHERN 
         Tickets £10   7.30pm - 12.30am  
Tel: Box Office 01388 772902 6-9pm 

Shildon Salvation Army 
(Cross St) is holding its 
Adult & Family Rally on 
Monday 25th April at 2pm. 

Salvation  Army  rally
A light tea will follow the 
Rally.
A spokesperson said: “All 
are welcome!”

MP for Shildon and Bishop 
Auckland, Helen Goodman, 
is holding constituency 
surgeries at Jubilee Fields 
Community Centre at 
Jubilee Road next month 
and in July.
The first one will be held 
on Friday 6th May at 5pm.
The meeting in July will be 
held on Friday 1st at 5pm.
If you have any issues or 

concerns that you would 
like to raise with Helen, 
you can attend one of her 
regular constituency sur-
geries. 
You do not need to make 
an appointment but if your 
issue is urgent, telephone 
Helen Goodman’s con-
stituency office on 01388 
603075 or email directly at 
goodmanh@parliament.uk.

Helen  Goodman   
MP  Surgeries

Upcoming trips include Blackpool, Whitby and  
Scarborough (all Mon 2nd May), Keswick Jazz Festival 

and a Marcombe Day Tour on Sat 14th May.

Book your Garnetts Coach 
Trip through The Crier

Call us now on 
01388 775896

All commission received goes towards 
the running costs of the paper
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Passed Away Birthday Memories Birthday Memories

In Memoriam

Birthdays

Classifieds
All about local people...

Need to contact 
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T: (01388) 775 896
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Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Our office hours are

Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri 10am - 2pm. Closed Wed.
Or  by appointment on

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure

Reunited with Dad

Doreen Nixon
Died 27th April 2015

Love
Stephen

Happy 18th Birthday
Billy Hopwood

From Nan-na June
Lots of love 

xxxx

Happy Birthday 
on your 18th

Billy Hopwood

From Brother 
Terry, Rosie, 

Mason, Ruby, 
Auntie Dot  xxx

Happy 70th to
 a good friend

RIP

Val Simmons

From your loving friends
xxxxx

To Mum
Happy 70th Birthday

We love and 
miss you always

RIP

Val Simmons

Love Martin, Mark,
Trevor, Craig and 

Grant
xxxxx

25/4/16

To Nan
Happy 70th Birthday

We love and 
miss you always

RIP

Val Simmons

All our love,
Grankids
xxxxxx

25/4/16

To Val
Happy 70th 

Birthday
We love and 

miss you always
RIP

Val Simmons

Love, Jenny, Nikki, 
Shell,

Sander & Peggy
xxxxxx

25/4/16

A devoted Dad to Ann, 
Yvonne, Eric, Gary and 

Stanley
Also a dear Grandad

Eric Dowling
12th April

Will friends please meet 
for service at St John’s 

Church, Shildon at 11am on  
Wednesday 27th April.

Followed by interment in 
Shildon Cemetery.

Family flowers only. 
Donations in lieu if desired 
may be left in the Church 

for Macmillan nurses.

Peacefully at home in 
Shildon 

Eric (Egg) aged 83 years

Happy 1st Birthday to our 
granddaughter Ria Louise

Ria Louise
 Wilson

Love Nan, 
Grandad, Auntie 
Brogan, Grandad 
Ritchie, Nana V, 
Paggy & Baz x 

April 24th

Happy 1st Birthday 
Baby Girl!

Ria Louise
 Wilson

Lots of love & kisses
Mammy & Daddy

X    X

April 24th

Happy 1st Birthday 
little Sis!

Ria Louise Wilson
April 24th

Love you loads 
from

Ritchie Jak x

Time slips by 
and life goes on

But from my heart, 
you’re never gone

I think about you always
I talk about you too

I have so many memories 
But I wish I still had you 

both
Your first birthday away 

from home Mam

Molly Bradley

Lots of love,
Susan & Tim

xxx

25-4-34
Thomas Bradley

20-4-32

Dennis Tomlinson
21st April

Remembering a loving 
husband, dad and grandad 

on his birthday

All our love from Susan, 
Damien & Amy, 

Vicky & Steve, Rebecca,
 Luca & Liam

xxx

No cards to send
Nor presents to give

Just a bouquet of flowers
Sprinkled with love

Sadly missed

James (Jim) Morris
23rd April

Loving Wife Janet
& family

Birthdays

Birthdays

T&D Fencing Services
Tel: 07974 618 146

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

Services

The Busy Bees have a 
walker for sale for £20 ono 
which is suitable for a man 
or a tall lady. 
It has a seat, four wheels 
and is in good condition.

A cat carrier with acces-
sories and a cat bed is also 
on sale for £5. Anyone in-
terested in purchasing the 
items can contact the Busy 
Bees on 01388 774519.

Busy  Bees  sale  items

Shildon AFC Supporters’ 
Club’s weekly lottery was 
drawn on Sunday 17th April 
at Shildon AFC’s Social 
Club. The six numbers 
drawn from the bag were: 
1, 5, 10, 12, 13 and 14. 
There was no winner of the 

jackpot prize which now 
rises to £600.
The consolation prize of 
£25 was won by Eddie 
Austin. This week, players 
will need to choose the 
matching 6 numbers from 
the remaining 16.

Lottery  result

Robert’s Property 
Maintenance

All home and garden work 
undertaken. Call for a free quote.

07494 942 557
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Morrisons  donates fresh 
produce  to  Shildon  community

As well as fresh fruit and vegetables, Morrisons donated flowers to ‘Time to Chat’ 
volunteers to take to the older residents of Shildon. 
Over the last few weeks, 
the Shildon Alive (a Saint 
John’s church commu-
nity project) team have 
been collecting produce 
from Morrisons in Bishop 
Auckland. 
The donation of produce to 
the Shildon Alive team is a 
part of the supermarket’s 
commitment to donate 
unsold food to local com-
munity groups.
A spokesperson for Shildon 
Alive said: “We have had 
the pleasure of sharing 
the fruit and vegetables 
with other local groups and 

lunch clubs as well as being 
able to give fresh fruit 
and vegetables in our food 
crisis parcels.
“‘Plot to Plate’ cooking 
club members have also 
benefited, trying new 
healthy recipes with the 
donated produce.”
When the team arrived to 
collect at Morrisons this 
week, Julie, the store com-
munity champion, asked 
if they would like some 
flowers to take to the older 
members of the community 
as part of their ‘Time to 
Chat’ initiative. 

Shildon’s Blanche got a 
pleasant surprise when 
‘Time to Chat’ volunteers, 
Kathryn and Kelly visited 
with fruit, veg and a lovely 
bouquet of flowers!
Rev’d David Tomlinson 
commented: “We are very 
grateful to Morrisons for 
enabling us to help Shildon 
smile. If you know an indi-
vidual you feel will benefit 
from a visit from our ‘Time 
to Chat’ team or if you want 
to know more about ‘Plot 
to Plate’ call 01388 417600 
or call into the hub at 19 
Church Street for a cuppa.”

nominated by the clubs 
themselves. “It would be 
great to top £25,000 that 
night,” said Mike.
The walk will start at 
2.30pm from outside St 
John’s church, where in 
the early 1970s Mike was 
churchwarden, church 
council secretary and 
magazine editor. At the 
time he was also a Shildon 
Urban District councillor. 
Though a route has yet to 
be confirmed, it’s likely to 
be through the park and 
to the station and Cattle 
Bridge, cross country to 
Red House Farm and then 
take in Brusselton before 
a final footpath route to 
the ground. A pre-match 
buffet will be provided for 
all walkers. 
“It’ll be a gentle walk and 
hopefully a lot of fun,” 
said Mike. “It would be 

great to see old friends 
from school, church or 
wherever and better still 
if they were able to add a 
few bob in sponsorship.  
“Shildon Football Club, its 
directors and supporters 
have already been hugely 
generous towards Last 
Legs and it’s great that 
Gary’s coming. It’s the 
happiest of endings that 
the final stage will be to 
Dean Street.”
*Donations to the Last Legs 
Challenge can be made 
electronically at www.
justgiv ing.com/lastleg-
schallenge or by cheque 
made payable to the 
Northern Football League 
and sent to Mike Amos, 8 
Oakfields, Middleton Tyas, 
Richmond, North Yorks 
DL10 6SD.  Alternatively, of 
course, cash donations can 
be made anywhere along 
the May 4th route or at the 
ground. 

From page 1

Mike  Amos’  Last  
Legs  challenge

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

David Aaron Smith, of 
Walter Street, recently 
appeared at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ 
Court, pleading guilty to 
two charges arising out 
of an incident in Newton 
Aycliffe. 
On 25th March, police were 
called to Scott Place after 
receiving reports that a 
male was causing a dis-
turbance by knocking on 
doors and banging on the 
bonnets of cars.  
On arrival, officers found 
the 29-year-old Smith in an 
apparently drunken state: 
his speech was slurred, 
eyes were glazed and he 
smelt strongly of alcohol. 
While trying to place Smith 
in the police vehicle, one 
of the officers received a 
kick to the leg but, during 
an interview, Smith could 
not clearly recall what had 
happened. The court heard 
that Smith admitted to 

being a binge drinker and 
said his current unemploy-
ment was the reason he 
had often been drinking.
The defendant was sen-
tenced to a twelve-month 
community order, which 
will include 120 hours of 
unpaid work. 
He was ordered to pay 
£120 in compensation to 
the officer and £85 towards 
court costs.
Dax Keiran Harbottle, 
aged 23 years, of Glaisdale 
Gardens, pleaded guilty to 
a charge of being drunk 
and disorderly in Darling-
ton on 21st March. 
At Newton Aycliffe Magis-
trates’ Court, it was stated 
that, at 9.20pm, Harbottle 
was ejected from a night-
club in Stonebridge due to 
his behaviour. 
At 9.30pm police stopped 
Harbottle on Tubwell Row 
but he failed to provide 
details about what had 
happened. 
Harbottle was trying to get 
back into the nightclub to 
“sort people out” but told 
the court that he couldn’t 
recall much and that he 
thought that his drink had 
been spiked. He was fined 
£40, and ordered to pay 
£85 in costs as well as a 
£20 victim support sur-
charge.

Shildon  men  drunk  
and  disorderly

Adults 
with 
learning 
difficulties 
can 
recieve 
care and 
support. Arrange by phoning 
03000 26 79 79 or 
visiting www.durham.gov.
uk/learningdisabilities
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Shildon NPT is appealing 
for anyone with informa-
tion regarding the theft 
of four planks of wooden 
fencing from a house in 
Pine Tree Crescent to 

contact them either in 
person or by phoning 101.
The planks were removed 
from a boundary fence 
between 2am and 7am on 
Thursday 14th April.

Information  appeal

The next games and crafts 
night at the Methodist 
Church Hall will be on 
Friday 29th April from 7pm 
onwards.

Admission is just £1 which 
includes refreshments.
Children accompanied by 
an adult are also weclome 
to go along.

Games  and  crafts  night

Bell  ringing  enthusiasts  joined  
by  peers  across  North  East  

A mini ring was erected in the foyer of Saint John’s and allowed the bell ringers to 
practise different skills, ensuring weddings and services will be accompanied in style! 
Shildon’s award-winning 
young bell ringers were 
joined by fellow enthusi-
asts from across the North 
East on Saturday 16th April 
for their annual meeting. 
A mini ring, a frame con-
sisting of twelve small 
bells, was erected in the 
foyer of Saint John’s while 
the eight bells in the tower 
rang out across the town at 
various times throughout 

the day. 
The mini ring gave 
everyone the chance to 
practise some different 
changes, practising skills, 
and ensuring that weddings 
and services will be accom-
panied in style this year. 
Rev’d David led the visitors 
in a service of Evensong, a 
traditional service stretch-
ing back some 400 years. 
“Bell ringing is about proc-

lamation,” he commented. 
“And so is the Christian 
faith. It is about a good 
story, rooted in sharing 
good news.” 
The ringers were all well 
feasted, enjoying true 
Shildon hospitality as they 
tucked in.
A guest from Newcastle 
said: “We love coming to 
Shildon. They know how to 
look after visitors here!”

tickets to the evening cost 
just £3 each.
Anyone interested in pur-
chasing a ticket can phone 
01388 774838 or pay on the 
door.

An 80’s and 90’s charity 
night will take place at 
Shildon Civic Hall on Friday 
6th May from 7.30pm.
There will be live music, 
a disco and a raffle and 

Themed  charity  night

something similar.
Shildon NPT is appealing 
for anyone who has infor-
mation about this incident, 
or who witnessed either 
the damage or people 
acting suspiciously at this 
location, to contact them, 
either in person or by 
dialling 101.

At around 12 noon, on 
Friday 15th April,  damage 
was caused to a living room 
window on the ground 
floor at a huse in Pine Tree 
Crescent.
The nature of the damage 
was consistent with a sharp 
object propelled at speed, 
possibly using a catapult or 

Damage  to  window

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

Miss Winter Wonderland 
and Miss Spring Queen 
Charity Pageant is raising 
money for Great North 

Air Ambulance (GNAAS) 
on Sunday 24th April at 
3.30pm in Spennymoor 
Town Hall.
Doors will open to the 
public at 3.15pm.
A spokesperson said: “Come 
along for a brilliant show 
with entertainment from 
Xtreme Dance Fuzion and 
the stunning Sarah J and, of 
course, the beautiful final-
ists competing for our Miss 
Spring Queen Titles.
“Refreshments will be 
available along with various 
stalls and raffles. 

Pageant  raises  money  for  
Great  North  Air  Ambulance

“Tickets are on sale now at 
£3 each and under 12’s go 
free of charge. Don’t miss 
out on a great afternoon!”
Tickets can be purchased at 
the door or by contacting 
Angela Williams on 01388 
774201. 
GNAAS crews respond to 
around 1,000 call outs 
each year, sending spe-
cialist trauma doctors and 
paramedics to emergency 
scenes via aircraft, who 
bring accident and emer-
gency expertise to the 
scene.

John Denis Robinson, of 
Sunnyside Avenue, pleaded 
guilty at Newton Aycliffe 
Magistrates’ Court to a 
charge of sending a false 
message for the purpose 
of causing annoyance, in-
convenience or needless 
anxiety to another.
The court heard that at 
12.45am on the morning 
of 26th March, police 
attended to a report of a 
domestic incident.  
There they found 48-year-
old Robinson in a heavily 
intoxicated state.  
He was very abusive and the 
police warned him about 
his behaviour.  Afterwards, 
Robinson made seven 999 

calls to the police and they 
returned to his home at 
1.30am to arrest him. 
During an interview, the 
defendant accepted the 
misuse of the emergency 
call system and apologised 
for his behaviour.  Robinson 
had a problem with alcohol 
abuse but stopped drinking 
about 18 months ago and 
remained alcohol-free, 
even though he lost his 
partner last year.  
Unfortunately, on this 
occasion, he had drunk to 
excess.  
Robinson was sentenced to 
a £300 fine and ordered to 
pay £85 in costs and a £30 
victim support surcharge.

Man  makes  nuisance  
calls  to  999

Three wheel trims were 
stolen from a Ford Transit 
parked in Foxglove Way in 
Shildon. 
The trims were stolen 
between 8pm on Tuesday 
12th April and 9am on 
Wednesday 13th April.

Anyone who witnessed this 
crime or who has infor-
mation as to the person 
responsible is asked to 
contact Shildon NPT by at-
tending the police station.
Alternatively, witnesses 
can call 101. 

Witness  Appeal
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Shildon  Spiritualist  Church  
seeks  donations  of  old  photos 

Aided by old photographs, 
members of the recently 
refurbished Shildon Spir-
itualist Church reminisced 
about the church in the 
good old days and have 
made an appeal for more 
photographs of the church 
in its former state.
A spokesperson said: “I 
wonder how many readers 
can remember the church 
in its former glory or have 

A picture of the newly refurbished Spiritualist Church compared to an older picture of 
the church (inset). More photos of the church in its ‘former glory’ are requested.

any more photos?
“We are making a display 
of photos of the church 
and would be grateful for 
any contributions.”
There is also an open 
circle at the church every 
Wednesday at 7pm.
“Everyone is welcome to 
come along,” added the 
spokesperson.
The church is also holding 
a service at 6pm on Sunday 

24th April which Bob 
Coburn, a man well known 
throughout the North East, 
will conduct.
The following Sunday 1st 
May, John Marr will take to 
the rostrum.
The spokesperson said: 
“Again we extend a warm 
welcome to all who attend, 
and tea and coffee will be 
available afterwards in a 
relaxing atmosphere.”

Heating & 
Plumbing Services

Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing

Repairs 
Upgrades

All Plumbing & Gas Work
Free Quotes

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998
Ferryhill Based

TEL 01740 657799
MOB 07970 280130

NO JOB TOO LARGE
NO JOB TOO SMALL

WESTSIDE PROPERTIES
AND DEVELOPMENTS LTD

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING
WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIER

Kynren, the spectacular 
and eagerly awaited Bishop 
Auckland show set the take 
the nation by storm this 
summer, is calling for more 
volunteers to get involved. 
Specific volunteer opportu-
nities are available for men 
with a sense of rhythm to 
transform into soldiers 
and take part in marching 
sequences, small pieces of 
choreography and combat 
scenes. 
Additionally, female 
recruits, who have a keen 
interest and experience in 
dance, are being sought to 
take part in more choreo-
graphed elements of the 
show.  

The Experience Team is also 
seeking frontline volunteers 
who will provide a warm 
welcome to audiences of up 
to 8000 due to attend each 
of the shows.  Volunteer re-
sponsibilities include an es-
sential part of the customer 
experience: ushering, an-
swering audience queries 
about the show and the 
local area, wayfinding and 
car park support.  
There are also backstage 
opportunities available 
within the Technical Team, 
with audio and lighting for 
those with some experi-
ence in the field, while 
creative types can offer 
their services to assist with 

Still  time  to  be  part  of  Kynren
prop making and set piece 
creation or to operate the 
prop stores and workshop.
Volunteers are required 
to be aged 16 or over and 
available for a minimum of 
10 of the 14 shows which 
largely take place on Sat-
urdays between July and 
September. 
They will also need to 
commit to attending re-
hearsals scheduled on 
weekends between now 
and July as well as some 
refresher sessions during 
the week. 
Volunteers can sign up via 
the Eleven Arches website 
at www.elevenarches.org/
join-us/.

Shildon  boy  to climb 
12,000ft  for  charity

Joshua Halliday, an 11-
year-old pupil at St John’s 
Primary School in Shildon, 
will be climbing a 12,000ft 
mountain on 7th June for 
Cancer Research UK Kids & 
Teens.
Joined by his mum, dad, 
and brother, Mikey, Joshua 
will be climbing Mulhacen, 
the highest mountain in 
continental Spain and 
the highest mountain in 
Western Europe outside of 
the Alps.
Mulhacen is 3,478.6m 
(11,413ft) high which is 
equivalent to almost three 
Ben Nevis mountains on 
top of each other, a very 
long way up for Joshua’s 
little legs!
Joshua said on his Just-
Giving page: “Since 2014 
I have climbed over 35 
mountains including Ben 
Nevis and Ben Macdui, the 
two highest mountains on 
the British Isles. 
“Climbing Mulhacen will 
be a huge achievement for 
me. I will have to deal with 
sub-zero temperatures and 
altitude sickness. 
“I wanted to help raise 
money for other children 
who couldn’t do the things 
I love, so me and my mum 
picked Cancer Research UK 
Kids & Teens.
“So now it’s up to you, all 
my friends and family, to 

show your support for my 
effort by helping me raise 
as much as we can.”
Readers can help Joshua 
raise money for this great 
cause by donating directly 
to his fundraising page at 
justgiving.com/Joshuasbig-
climb.
JustGiving sends your 
donation straight to Cancer 
Research UK Kids & Teens 
and automatically reclaims 
Gift Aid if you are a UK 
taxpayer, so your donation 
is worth even more.
Joshua’s family said: “We 
are very proud of Joshua 
for all his achievements. 
This climb is going to be 
by far his toughest chal-
lenge yet and him wanting 
to raise money for Cancer 
Research UK Kids and Teens 
while doing it has made us 
all very proud.”
For smaller donations, 
readers can text EESQ93 £2 
to number 70070.
So far Joshua has raised 
£71 towards his target of 
£350.
Cancer Research UK Kids 
& Teens is a campaign to 
raise money for research 
into cancers affecting 
children, teens and young 
adults. 
With your help, they will 
find cures and kinder treat-
ments for young people 
facing cancer.

Young fundraiser, Joshua Halliday, is undertaking his 
biggest challenge yet: climbing a 12,000ft mountain! 
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Friday night was music 
night at Saint John’s as the 
young people of Revolu-
tion sang songs from Les 
Miserables. 
Around 150 people of all 
ages gathered to hear 
them sing and support 
Shildon’s Nicola Stevens in 
raising funds for Project 
Peru. With a trip to Peru 
planned for 2017, Nicola 
will be travelling across 
the world with other young 
people of the area.

Music  night  at  St  John’s  raises  
over  £250  for  Project  Peru

The young people of Revolution gathered to sing songs from Les Miserables for a 
charity night that raised over £250  towards Nicola Stevens’ £2,000 target.

The purpose of the trip is 
to support an educational 
project in a society that 
does not have the benefits 
of the West. 
As well as giving their 
time, the young people 
will also experience what 
life is like for the majority 
of the world. 
Rev’d David Tomlinson 
commented: “Giving young 
people the opportunity to 
experience life in a wider 
way, making a difference 

as they do so, enables 
them to become better 
citizens.
“They learn to understand 
what is really important 
and how to work towards 
making the world a better 
place for all.” 
The night raised over £250 
towards Nicola’s £2,000 
target.
Anyone who would like 
to make a donation can 
contact Rev’d David Tom-
linson on 01388 778998.

On Wednesday 13th April, 
children from Timothy 
Hackworth Primary School 
and their peers from 
other primary schools in 
neighbouring areas visited 
County Hall to represent 
their fellow pupils and talk 
about an exciting project 
that involved 331 children
and their teachers. 
On display were the 
fruits of their labours – a 
wonderful quilt made up 
of squares, individually 
designed and created by 
the children.
Each child created a fabric 
square showing their fa-
vourite place and all of 
the squares were then 
combined to create a 
patchwork quilt. The pupils 
derived their inspiration 
from Pauline Burbidge’s 
‘Quiltscapes and Quiltline’ 
exhibition at the Bowes 
Museum. 
The quilt has been on 
display at the six schools 
that participated in the 
project, which took place 
between January and 
March. It is returning to be 
put back on display at the 
Bowes Museum, where it 
was created.
The project was funded by 
Children and the Arts and 
delivered to the students 
by a local textile artist, 
Lone Helliwell. 
Some of the other schools 
involved in the project 
include Copeland Road 
Primary School, Bishop 
Auckland; Prince Bishops 
Community Primary 
School, Coundon Grange; 
Ramshaw Primary School, 
Bishop Auckland; St Wil-
fred’s R.C.V.A Primary 
School, Bishop Auckland; 
and Woodhouse Commu-
nity Primary School, Bishop 

Auckland.
The project was developed 
by Amy Bainbridge, Edu-
cation Officer at Bowes, 
who is in charge of the 
museum’s exceptional 
award-winning educa-
tional programme, which 
combines exploration of 
the inspiring collections 
with practical workshops 
on site. 
The pupils talked to Chair 
of County Durham, Coun-
cillor Jan Blakey; Educa-
tion Portfolio Holder, Ossie 
Johnson and Regenera-
tion Portfolio holder, Neil 
Foster about the project 
and all that it meant to 
them. 
They met many other 
county councillors who 
took a keen interest in 
their work. 
The visit was organised by 
Mayor of Shildon, Cllr Trish 
Pemberton, Trustee of the
Bowes Museum and a 
governor at Timothy Hack-
worth school. 
She said: ‘When I saw the 
quilt on display at the 
Bowes Museum, I was com-
pletely wowed by it. 
“The fact that the quilt 
was the result of a collabo-
rative effort of 331 children 
was inspiring. 
“So was the quality of the 
work, which reflected the 
input from Amy, Lone and 
Pauline and the content of 
the exhibition they based 
it on.”
The participating schools, 
the Mayor of Shildon, and 
the Bowes Museum would 
like to thank Children and 
the Arts for funding the 
project, Lone Helliwell for
delivering the project 
and Pauline Burbidge for 
creating such an inspiring 
exhibition.

Pupils’  quilt  skills  
impress  councillors

The project - a wonderful quilt on display above - involved 
331 children and their teachers. 
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Rickie Lee Foster was 
jailed for 21 months.

Dangerous  driver  banned  and  
jailed  for  life-changing  crash
A van driver has been 
jailed, and banned from 
driving for almost six years 
after he crashed into a mo-
torcyclist and left him with 
life-changing injuries.
Rickie Lee Foster, aged 22 
(pictured right) was found 
guilty of causing serious 
injury by dangerous driving 
at the crossroads junction 
between Main Road and 
Eldon Bank, on 11th June 
last year.
Foster, travelling towards 
Shildon from Eldon, drove 
straight over the cross-
roads without stopping in 
his Mercedes Sprinter van 
and collided with a mo-
torcyclist who had right of 
way on Main Road.
The 56-year-old motor-
cyclist suffered serious 
injuries and had to have 
one of his legs amputated 
at the knee.
While on bail awaiting 
trial for the crash, Foster 
was also arrested for drug 
driving.

Foster, from Leasingthorne 
pleaded guilty to careless 
driving at an earlier trial, 
but the prosecution said 
the plea was “not accept-
able” to the Crown and 
pursued the original charge 
of dangerous driving.
Foster was found guilty of 
the more serious charge 
and sentenced on 8th April  
to 21 months and banned 
from driving for 5 years and 
10 months.
After serving his ban he will 
have to take an extended 
test if he wants to hold a 
licence again.
PC Paul Jackson, from the 
Road Policing Unit said; 
“Foster’s actions were 
unbelievably reckless. He 
drove with no considera-
tion for other road-users 
and left an innocent man 
with life-changing injuries.
“I hope the sentence will 
send a clear message that 
if you are in charge of a 
vehicle you need to be in 
full control at all times.”
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Max Harry Coates was christened at St John’s Church on Sunday while proud parents 
and godparents looked on. 

Families  congregate  at  St  
John’s  for  christenings 

Two families gathered at 
St John’s Church on Sunday 
17th April for the christen-
ings of their respective 
children.
Max Harry Coates, born on 
7th October 2015, received 
the priest’s blessing at 
11am while proud parents, 
Andrew Coates - a welder 
- and Rachael Coates - an 

occupational health techni-
cian - looked on.
The family chose Cheryl 
and Jason  Kinouchi and 
Kate and Jonathan Coates 
as godparents.
Celebrations were contin-
ued at the Civic Hall.
Charlotte-Jane Whitfield, 
born on 12th November 
2015, was also baptised 

at 11am in the presence 
of her parents, Charlie 
Whitfield -  a motorsport 
promoter - and Jane Anne 
Davison - a store manager. 
Godparents, Chris and Tina 
Whitfield, Chris Hughes 
and Kate Sander, were also 
at the event.
The family held the recep-
tion at Old Shildon Club.

Charlotte-Jane Whitfield was also christened on Sunday in front of her proud family. 
The family continued their celebrations at Old Shildon Club. 
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A twenty-four-year-old man 
from Shildon was pushed 
to the ground and punched 
by two males while on a 
night out on Saturday 2nd 
April at 9pm.
The assault took place on 
Silver Street, in Durham 
City, and resulted in the 
victim receiving facial 
injuries, a snapped front 
tooth and hearing loss to 
his right ear.
Police are looking to trace 
all members of the group, 
particularly the man who 
punched the victim.
The aggressor is described 
as tall, medium build with 
black hair. He was wearing 
a light grey or white top, 
jeans, black and white 
trainers and a red coat.
The victim has been unable 
to work since the incident.
PC Paul Vickers from 
Durham City Response 
said: “This was a particu-
larly nasty assault and 
there were several wit-
nesses captured on the 
CCTV [footage is avail-
able to view at the Crier’s 
Facebook page]. 
“We would like to trace 
the group walking towards 
the victim when he was 
attacked, which included 

two young children, as 
well as anyone else who 
witnessed the incident.
“Although the victim’s 
injuries were serious they 
could have been a lot 
worse, if not life-changing, 
and it is imperative we find 
the people responsible.
“We have conducted 
extensive enquiries and 
trawled CCTV across the 
city and we are satisfied 
that the group headed 
towards North Road.
“I am now asking the public 
for help in identifying who 
these people are.”
Maxine Thompson-Curl, 
from the campaigning 
charity One Punch North 
East, added: “One punch 
assaults happen far too 
often and people need to 
understand the horrific 
consequences of a single 
punch.
“Another person’s life has 
been devastated due to a 
needless action and I hope 
this exposure helps find 
the perpetrator and helps 
the victim get justice.”
Anyone who was in the 
area or recognises the 
suspects in the group 
should contact PC Paul 
Vickers on 101.

Man  suffers  hearing  
loss  after  attack

Shildon Under 11’s played 
host to Hartlepool Golden 
Flatts on Sunday 17th April. 
The lads had a score to 
settle as Golden Flatts are 
one of the few teams to 
take points from them this 
season.
Keen on revenge, Shildon 
dominated the play from 
the start with Tyler Rutter 
scoring two well taken 
goals to make the half time 
score 2-0. 
The second half was more 
of the same. Tyler com-

pleted his hat trick with 
further goals coming from 
Micky Gaffney (2) Anth Jary 
(2) before Tyler then col-
lected his fourth to make 
the final score 8-0. 
Team coach, Andrew Finch 
said: “Shildon showed an 
amazing display of passing 
football with every player 
putting in a man of the 
match performance. 
“But one player had to be 
chosen, so the opposition 
gave Anth Jary the well 
deserved award.”

Under 11’s  win  8-0
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Shildon goalscorer, Lewis Wing prepares to launch another attack against Penrith on 
Saturday while manager Gary Forrest (standing)  looks on. Photo: Tom Clegg. 

Railwaymen  close  in  on  title  
as  unbeaten  run  continues

Shildon moved another 
step closer to the Northern 
League title with a 3-1 win 
over Penrith at Dean Street 
on Saturday 16th April, ex-
tending their unbeaten run 
in the league to 18 games, 
including 16 wins.
First half strikes from Billy 
Greulich-Smith and Lewis 
Wing and a second half goal 
from Anthony Bell made 
sure of the points before 
a late Penrith consolation 
from Kevin Connelly may 
have spoiled the Railway-
men’s clean sheet, but 
did nothing to dampen the 
growing sense of anticipa-
tion around the club.
Weekend postponements 
for the Railwaymen’s title 
rivals meant that Shildon 
moved 25 points clear of 
reigning champions Marske 
in second place and 26 
clear of FA Vase finalists 
Morpeth in third.
As the Crier goes to 
press, Shildon now need a 
maximum of 9 points from 
their last six matches to 
be mathematically certain 
of clinching the title while 
any dropped points by their 
opponents could bring the 
day of destiny even closer.
Indeed, Shildon could 
win the league as soon 
as this weekend should 
Marske and Morpeth both 
drop enough points from 
midweek games in hand. 
Shildon opened the scoring 
on 14 minutes when a poor 
clearance from near the 

byline by Penrith keeper, 
Aaron Taylor landed at 
Greulich-Smith’s feet and 
the quick-thinking striker 
returned the ball first time 
from 30 yards into an open 
net.
Penrith, who were com-
petitive throughout, should 
have equalised in the 21st 
minute after a mistake by 
Shildon keeper, Kyle Hayes 
but Connelly, having done 
the hard work of rounding 
the keeper, found the 
side netting with the goal 
gaping.
Just over ten minutes later, 
after a sweeping move, 
Mickey Rae found Lewis 
Wing on the corner of the 
six yard area and the mid-
fielder made no mistake, 
thumping the ball past the 
keeper at his near post.
In a comfortable second 
half, Shildon were able to 
rest Greulich-Smith, Rae 
and Lewis Dodds around 
the hour mark with Ben 
Wood, Paul Connor and 
Jonny Davis all coming on 
for the remaining half hour.
Within a few minutes of his 
arrival, Wood could have 
scored but his attempted 
lob was clutched from 
above his head by Taylor 
with Anthony Bell expect-
ing a pass for a simple roll 
into an open goal.
Moments later, Wood was 
again sent through on goal, 
but this time he learned 
from his first effort and 
sidefooted to Bell who 

slotted into the empty net.
Three minutes from time, 
Bell turned from hero 
to villain when a loose 
backpass was intercepted 
by Connelly who lobbed 
over the onrushing Hayes 
to give the visiting fans 
some consolation cheer for 
their journey back across 
the Pennines.
So the Railwaymen now 
have just six games to play 
and have an almost insur-
mountable 25 point lead at 
the top of the table.
But with several games 
still in hand for Marske 
and Morpeth, the club and 
fans are left to wait for the 
maths to catch up before 
they can be confirmed as 
champions for the first 
time since the 1930s.
While no one, quite 
rightly, will declare early, 
the prevailing sense is 
moving inexorably towards 
when rather than if it will 
happen.
Shildon now have a full 
week’s rest before they 
take on current champions, 
Marske United at Billing-
ham Town’s home ground 
in a 3pm kick off next 
Saturday.
Meanwhile Marske and 
Morpeth both play 
midweek matches and 
were Marke lose one of 
those games and Morpeth 
to lose two and draw one, 
Shildon would be in a 
position to win the title as 
early as Saturday’s game.

Shildon AFC Development 
Centre is to hold a mini 
tournament at the senior 
side’s Dean Street ground 
on Sunday 24th April from 
1pm.
The tournament will 
showcase the current 
Under 10’s, Under 11’s and 
Under 12’s and will also 
include an opportunity for 
interested new players to 
sign up and become part of 
the exciting developments 
at Shildon Football Club.
Organiser, Andrew Finch, 
coach of Shildon’s Under 
11’s said: “Everybody is 
welcome to come along 
and see the talented young 
players we have in the 
town. 
“We would especially like 
to see new players and 
parents come along. 
“There will be managers 
and coaches from the de-

velopment centre present 
for anyone who would like 
any information on training 
and joining any of the 
Shildon AFC Development 
Centre teams.
“With the first team on 
the brink of winning the 
Northern League title for 
the first time since the 
1930s and the club having 
forged links with Sunder-
land AFC’s Foundation of 
Light to offer a football 
scholarship, there is no 
better time to be involved 
at the football club.”
The Development Centre 
currently has teams from 
five years to Under 18 with 
more than 200 players 
registered and receiving 
coaching from FA qualified 
coaches.
The clubhouse will also be 
open and serving refresh-
ments on the day.

Development  Centre 
mini  tournament

The Darlington Building 
Society North Yorkshire 
and South Durham Premier 
Cricket League fixture 
list gets underway on 
Saturday, 23rd April after 
the weather caused all 
games to be abandoned 
last weekend. 
Shildon Railway Cricket 
Club’s 1st XI, after pro-
motion as last season’s 
Division Three Champions, 
start life in Division Two 
with a home game against 
Whitby.
New signing Tom Wickens 
is expected to make his 
debut in a fixture which 
will certainly test the Rail-
waymen.
“This division is strong as 
three sides came down 
from the First Division last 
year and we will have to 
be at our best to compete 
to be in the running for a 
second successive promo-
tion,” said skipper Greg 
Upton. 
The second team start 
their campaign with two 

cup fixtures, on Thursday 
at Bedale and on Friday at 
Sedgefield, before starting 
league games the following 
Saturday.  
The juniors start outdoor 
practices on Friday 22nd 
April at the ground at 6pm.
The newly formed Under 
11’s start with a difficult 
fixture at Bishop Auckland 
on Sunday morning with a 
9.30am start. 
The Under 15’s are at 
home to Tudhoe on Monday 
evening with a 6pm start 
and the Under 18’s are 
at Willington on Tuesday 
evening. That game also 
starts at 6pm.
The club is looking for 
junior players of all 
abilities and ages for their 
three junior sides. 
More information is avail-
able from John Young 
on 01388 779432, John 
Brennan on 01388 777184 
or via the club website 
s h i l d o n r a i l w a y. p l a y -
cricket.com or the club’s 
Facebook page.

Cricket  season  gets  
underway

@ShildonCrier


