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The first meeting of 
Howden-le-Wear with 
Shildon WI was held 
in the upper hall of St 
John’s Church, Shildon 

First  meeting  of  Shildon  WI  fills  
St  John’s  Church  upper  hall  

on Tuesday 29th March. 
Forty-four ladies attended 
the meeting. The branch 
meetings had previously  
been  held in Crook.

Dorothy Truby, President, 
welcomed everyone and the 
proceedings were opened 
by the traditional singing of 
the hymn Jerusalem. 
Dorothy introduced Treas-
urer, Wendy Dunnill and 
Secretary, Barbara Coia, 
who presented minutes 
from the last meeting, 
which had also been 
Howden-le-Wear’s one hun-
dredth anniversary, a cel-
ebration held in Shildon’s 
Limone Restaurant.
An interesting floral talk 
and demonstration, given 
by Beverley of Wright 
Stems in Spennymoor, was 
enjoyed by the ladies who  
joined in a competition 
to produce a buttonhole 
or posy using three spring 
flowers, which was won 
by Dorothy Truby. Bever-
ley’s four beautiful floral 
displays became prizes in a 
fundraising raffle.
Next month, the meeting 
will be on Tuesday, April 
26th at the same venue 
when there will be a pres-
entation by Barbara Bev-
eridge of Leazes Dairy. 
Members are requested 
to bring along a chutney 
recipe to the meeting.

Members of Premier League 
club Sunderland AFC’s 
charitable arm, Foundation 
of Light, were at Shildon 
AFC’s Dean Street Social 
Club on Tuesday 29th March 
to present the Football and 
Education Scholarship Pro-
gramme supported by the 
Academy of Light. 
The meeting was well 
attended by hopeful young 
local footballers who were 
interested to learn more 
about the programme, 
which offers a full time 
two-year BTEC Level 3 
National Diploma in Sports 
and Physical Activity De-
velopment.
Students on the course, 
which will be based at 
Shildon AFC’s Dean Street 
Stadium, will have the op-
portunity to play in the U19 
Premier League Football 
League and National Cup 
against clubs like Liver-
pool, Chelsea and  Spurs.
Foundation of Light’s 
Jamie Wright said: “This 
full-time course encour-

ages talented, young foot-
ballers to enhance their 
development as players 
through quality coaching 
led by a team of highly 
qualified UEFA coaches. 
At the same time, experi-
enced academic tutors will 
ensure the students gain a 
full education programme 
suited to the needs of the 
individual.
“Although the course 
is designed to help the 
students access a career in 
sport or football develop-
ment, many of the skills 
acquired on the course 
are transferable to other 
employment sectors and 
indeed, where possible, 
into higher education.”
Player trials are expected 
to take place in early 
April with the twenty best 
players from Shildon and 
Sunderland offered a place 
on the scholarship. 
A second open evening  
will take place at the same 
venue, from 6-7pm on 
Wednesday 6th April.

Scholarship  meeting  
well  attended

The first meeting of Howden-le-Wear with Shildon WI was well attended with forty-four 
ladies going along to see a floral demonstration and talk by Beverley of Wright Stems.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and save

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS

TEL: 01388 778070
BRAND NEW TYRES!!!

FITTED AND BALANCED

NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS   |  SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY

205-55-16,
BUDGETS - £30
MICHELIN - £60

MOTS - £40

CLEM’S 
FISH RESTAURANT

Shildon
01388 773400

TWO MEALS FOR £10
(Restaurant only. Excluding Clem’s Special)

Recently refurbished 28 Seater Restaurant
Or if you fancy a drink, try our Bishop Auckland 

branch which is fully licensed. 01388 665955.

OAP SPECIAL
Small Fish & Chips, Tea, Bread & Butter, £5.20

Upcoming trips include Adventure Valley (6th April), 
Blackpool, Whitby, Scarborough, Harrogate Food Show 
(all Sat 9th April) and a Mystery Tour on Sun 10th April.

Book your Garnetts Coach 
Trip through The Crier

Call us now on 
01388 775896

All commission received goes towards 
the running costs of the paper
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In Memoriam In Memoriam

Birthdays

Classifieds
All about local people...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Need to check council 
decisions, boundaries and 

rights of way, or obtain copies 
of baptisms or marriage in  

church certificates?
Want to trace your family 

history or find out what life was 
like in your home town?

Then contact Durham County 
Council’s Archives Service on:

03000 267 619

record.office@durham.gov.uk
www.durhamrecordoffice.org.uk

Visit 
www.

countydurhamfamilies.
info

or like                                  
www.facebook.com/

youngdurham 
for events, news and 

young people’s activities 

Does your child complain  
they have nothing to do?

Cold up North? 
You could be one of the 5,000 
households in the North East 
to benefit from a warmer home 
and lower energy bills. 
Through Warm Up North and 
a survey of your property, you 
may be eligible to:
• replacement of broken or 

inefficient boiler
• free cavity wall insulation
• free loft insulation
• free central heating for low 

income households with no 
central heating

0800 294 8073
www.warmupnorth.com
*eligibility criteria apply. See online*

Pupils from St John’s CofE (Aided) Primary School took part in a hot cross bun themed 
Easter service before the school holidays.  

Hot and Cross  at  St  John’s

“How do you make hot 
cross buns?” asked Halle 
May. 
“Just pour hot water 
down a rabbit hole,” came 
Maddi’s quick response. 
So the Saint John’s CofE 
(Aided) Primary school 
Easter service was 
underway. 
The whole school and many 
of the parents gathered 
in Saint John’s Church 
to enjoy a hot cross bun 
themed service delivered 
by pupils from each year 

group. 
Teaching staff found them-
selves the focus of a ‘happy 
game’ to celebrate resur-
rection whilst Lottie from 
Y4 read the story from the 
bible. 
A school with an outstand-
ing Ofsted St. John’s pupils 
enjoy the opportunity to 
express their spirituality in 
a creative and energising 
way. 
“Our school is about the 
whole person,” comment-
ed Rev’d David, Chair of 
Governors. 
“We want to see our 
children grow intellectual-
ly, emotionally and spiritu-
ally. The enthusiasm with 
which they enter in and 

enjoy planning and deliver-
ing our acts of worship is a 
testament to a school that 
really makes a difference.” 
As the parents left after 
the service one of the 
Mam’s commented: “These 
kids just bring a tear to my 
eye, every time!”

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Sadly missed,
Elsie and Fred

He walks with us down 
quiet paths, And speaks 
in wind and rain, For the 
magic power of memory, 

Gives him back to us 
again.

George Morris
3.4.2015

Son Norman & Marjorie,
Daughter Thelma & Keith,

Grandchildren & Great 
Grandchildren 

xxxx

Two years has passed
Loved and missed

Nellie Matthews
2.4.2014

Miss you from,
Karen, Billy and
your Jonathan

xxxxxx

For my mum in Heaven,
Forever loved,

Never forgotten.

Nellie Matthews

All our love,
Lily, Craig, Sarah, 

Aeryn & Lara

Never a day goes by 
without thinking of you

George Morris
3rd April 2015

Happy 18th birthday

Melanie Taylor

Lots of love,
Mam & Dad xxx

3rd April

Services
MOVING A THING?

From £14. Call Phil.
Phone 01325 321 084 

or 07596 179 859
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On Monday 28th March, 42-
year-old Lee Robinson of 
Leeholme, Bishop Auckland 
was remanded in custody 
after being charged with 
seven dishonesty offences.
Five of these offences 
related to Shildon, 

particularly Hazeldale 
Avenue, where there were 
a number of properties 
targeted on Wednesday 
23rd March.  The two 
other burglary offences 
took place at properties in 
Newton Aycliffe.

Burglar  remanded   
in  custody

The following cases, involv-
ing Shildon residents, were 
due recently before magis-
trates at Newton Aycliffe. 
Ryan Hallimond, aged 22, 
of Cedar Grove, faces a 
charge of criminal damage.
It is alleged that, on 19th 
December last year, he 
damaged a window, valued 
at £350, at the Miners Arms 
public house in Coundon. 

Robert Walker, aged 56, 
of Primitive Street, faces 
a charge that, on 8th April 
last year, he had in his pos-
session an indecent photo-
graph of a child. 
Lee Brown, aged 25, of 
Jubilee Road, faces a 
charge that, on 9th March, 
in Shildon, he failed to 
provide a specimen of 
blood for analysis.

Due  in  court

Staff and residents of Holly Lodge Care Home enjoyed a busy Maundy Thursday which 
concluded with music from Shirley who whose songs proved very entertaining. 

Staff and residents of Holly Lodge Care Home enjoyed a busy Maundy Thursday which 
concluded with music from Shirley who whose songs proved very entertaining. 

Holly  Lodge  residents  enjoy  
Easter  entertainment

Easter  eggs  collected  for  
Salavation  Army

The staff and residents of 
Holly Lodge Care Home in 
Maddison Street, Shildon 
had a really busy and en-
joyable day on Maundy 
Thursday, 24th March.
“First we had our fortnightly 
Table Tennis session,” said 
a spokesperson, “which is 

Members of Elm Road Club 
and Shildon Leisure Centre, 
including the Ladies 
Morning Exercise Club, 
spent time recently col-
lecting Easter eggs for the 
Salvation Army.
The eggs were distributed 

growing in popularity with 
our residents with more 
taking part every visit.
“Then we had a visit from 
the kind ladies from the 
local Cooperative Funer-
alcare who very kindly 
brought Hot Cross buns 
for all of our residents to 

to disadvantaged children, 
in the area over the Easter 
period.
The Ladies Morning 
Exercise Club is always 
interested in inviting new 
members to join.
They meet every Tuesday 

enjoy. 
“We finished off our busy 
day with a singing perfor-
mance by Shirley who is 
new to Holly Lodge. 
“Shirley sang popular songs 
which were enjoyed by 
our residents, families and 
friends.”

From Wednesday 6th April, 
in England and Wales, it will 
be law that all dogs aged 8 
weeks old or over must be 
fitted with a microchip. 
A spokesperson from 
Shildon Town Council said: 
“If you own a dog and it is 
not micro-chipped, we rec-
ommend you have your pet 
fitted with an identification 
microchip before the law 
comes into effect. 
“If you are thinking of 
buying a puppy, always use 
a registered breeder. 
“From 6th April, breeders 
are responsible for micro-
chipping the puppy before 
it is sold. Always check the 
puppy is micro-chipped 
before taking it home.” 
Durham County Council are 

working in partnership with 
the Dogs Trust to provide 
free micro-chipping to 
dogs belonging to residents 
of County Durham who 
bought their dogs before 
the law change.  
Durham County Council has 
a calendar of free micro 
chipping events taking 
place across the county 
which can be viewed 
on the  Durham County 
Council website at www.
durham.gov.uk.
Alternatively, contact Stray 
Aid at Coxhoe by phone on 
0300 999 4247 or by post at 
Stray Aid Ltd, East Pasture 
Farm, Cornforth Lane, 
Coxhoe  Durham DH6 4EL. 
Stray Aid terms and condi-
tions apply.

Microchip  law  in  
force  from  6th  April

between 9.30am and 
10.30am for a fitness class. 
To join  simply pop along to 
the Leisure Centre or call 
03000 266 448 for more 
details.  
Everyone who goes along is 
made  welcome.

On Sunday evening, 27th 
March, there was a dis-
turbance that took place 
at Miami Pizza on Church 
Street. The police attended 
and arrested two males 

who are currently on bail. 
Anyone who witnessed the 
incident or may have any 
information is urged to 
contact Shildon Police on 
101.

Witness  appeal

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care



Friday 1st April 2016 Shildon & District Town CrierIssue 760Page 4

PICKUPANDDELIVERYONREQUEST

DROP’N’SHOP
Why not MOT your car while you spend the day

shopping at Tindale Retail Park?

Unit 1, Abraham Enterprise Park, St Helen Auckland, Bishop Auckland, County Durham DL14 9TT • 01388 605080

Mots
Servicing
Tyres

Welding
Van Hire
Recovery

• Car and Van
MOT Testing

Classes
4, 5 & 7
• Car

maintenance
and Repairs

We are open: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm, Sat 7.00am - 12.00pm

Letters
Have your say...

Dear Editor,

I refer to the letter in the Crier last week (issue 
759, page 4). 

The intention of the letter was a sincere effort 
to point out the dangers to children of climbing 
the boundary walls, which they invariably do to 
enter the ground. 

No one at the club wishes to see a young person  
injured or to suffer any ill effects from ingesting  
chemicals sprayed on the surface. 

Regarding the gates being open permanently, 
this is an instruction from the Fire Brigade to 
allow easy access.

Yours sincerely,

Gareth Howe, 
Secretary, Shildon Football Club.

Dear Editor,

I would like to say a personal “thank you so 
much” to the person who handed my handbag 
in to the Town Crier office after I lost it early 
last week.  

It contained some important items belonging 
not only to me but my daughter and my 
partner.

It gives me hope to know that there are some 
honest people about.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs P Race (address supplied)

Shildon Town Council successfully applied for funding through the ‘ParkThatBike’ 
scheme for free cycle racks which have now been installed in Hackworth Park.  

Free cycle  racks  now available  
in  Hackworth  Park

Earlier this year Shildon 
Town Council applied for 
free cycle parking under 
the ‘ParkThatBike‘ scheme, 
which was promoted 
through County Durham As-
sociation of Local Councils. 

The scheme provides free 
cycle racks to voluntary 
sector groups, shops, 
offices, cafes, pubs, 
churches, surgeries and 
good causes. 
Shildon Town Council took 

advantage of this opportu-
nity to successfully apply 
for the free cycle racks 
under the scheme. 
Installation is now 
complete and the cycle 
racks are  ready for use.

PACT  MEETINGS
Police & Communities Together

Eldon, Close House and Coronation
Wednesday 27th April, 
1.30pm - 2.30pm 
One Stop Community Shop, 
High Street Eldon Lane
CONTACTS: PC 1685 Alex Riley, 
     PCSO 7567 Callum Proudlock on 101

CONTACT: PCSO 7707 Evans on 101

Thickley 
Wednesday 20th April, 
6.30pm - 7.30pm,
Shildon Civic Hall, Civic Square, Shildon

Sunnydale 
Wednesday 20th April, 
6.30pm - 7.30pm
Civic Hall, Civic Square, Shildon
CONTACT: PCSO 7041 Blackwood on 101

Byerley Ward 
Wednesday 20th April, 
6.30pm - 7.30pm
Shildon Civic Hall, Civic Square, Shildon
CONTACT: PCSO 6786 Robson on 101

Coundon & Leeholme 
Tuesday 5th April, 
7pm - 8pm
Coundon Working Men’s Club, 
Crescent View, Coundon
CONTACT: PCSO Chris Elms on 101

Residents in Shildon are 
reminded that they must be 
on the electoral register in 
order to vote in the forth-
coming Police and Crime 
Commissioner elections.
The PCC election for the 
Durham police area will be 
held on Thursday 5th May. 
Poll cards will be delivered 
to those who are already 
registered between Friday 
1st and Monday 4th April. 

Poll cards will provide 
details of where you should 
vote.
Anyone who is not regis-
tered to vote is encouraged 
to register online at www.
gov.uk/register-to-vote by 
Monday 18th April.
Registered electors can also 
request a postal or proxy 
vote.
The deadline for applying 
for a postal vote in the PCC 

Residents  urged  to  ensure  
they  are  eligible  to  vote

election is 5pm on Tuesday 
19th April.
Applications for a proxy 
vote in the PCC election 
must be submitted by 5pm 
on Tuesday 26th April.
To request an application 
form for either a postal or 
proxy vote contact Durham 
County Council’s electoral 
services team on 03000 261 
212 or email electoralser-
vices@durham.gov.uk 
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Sponsors  wanted  for  County  
Durham  Environment  Awards
The County Durham Envi-
ronment Partnership is on 
the hunt for sponsors for 
its annual awards scheme 
which recognises out-
standing environmental 
work in County Durham.
The Partnership is hoping 
to hear from companies 
and organisations which 
would be interested in 
sponsoring this year’s 
awards, which will open 
for entries from 3rd June.
Anyone interested in 
becoming a sponsor is 
asked to contact the Part-
nership before Friday 22nd 
April.
The County Durham En-
vironment Awards have 
taken place every year 
over the last 27 years and 
during that time more 
than 890 projects involv-
ing thousands of people 
have received awards or 
commendations.
Individuals, organisa-
tions, schools and busi-
nesses across the county 
have been recognised 
for their environmental 
work, helping to make the 
county a better place for 

people to live, work and 
visit.
To keep running costs to 
a minimum, organisers 
are inviting companies to 
support the scheme via 
one of three sponsorship 
packages.
“There are a range of 
benefits available to 
sponsors,” said a spokes-
person, “depending on how 
much they wish to contrib-
ute, ranging from sponsor-
ing an award category and 

participating in judging to 
having a company name on 
awards literature and VIP 
attendance at the annual 
winners’ ceremony.”
The categories at this 
year’s awards are: Built 
environment; Climate 
change; Community part-
nership; Craftsmanship; 
Greener business; Natural 
environment; Places 
and spaces; Schools and 
colleges; Volunteer group 
of the year; Volunteer of 
the year (under 18); Volun-
teer of the year (over 18) 
and Waste management.
To express an interest in 
sponsoring the awards, 
call 03000 265 545 or find 
out more on the Partner-
ship website at www.
countydurhampartnership.
co.uk.

A burglar who chose to hide 
and eat Easter eggs when 
police arrived at the crime 
scene has been issued with 
a six month conditional dis-
charge and a £100 fine.
John Wilson, 40, broke 
in to Shildon Methodist 
Church during the early 
hours of Saturday morning, 
March 19th.

Officers attended the 
scene and discovered 
that a window had been 
smashed. Wilson was found 
inside hiding.
He’d already eaten two 
Easter eggs prior to officers 
arresting him.
Wilson was remanded to 
court where he pleaded 
guilty to burglary.

Easter  egg  eating   
burglar  fined

The Busy Bees Easter Raffle 
still has one remaining un-
claimed prize. 
The winner of the prize, 
K Byrne, is encouraged to 
call the Busy Bees on 01388 

774519.
The Busy Bees are also on 
the lookout for donations 
of unwanted jewellery.
Contact the same number 
to make a donation.

The Salvation Army in 
Cross Street Shildon will 
be holding a Holiday Club 
from Monday 4th April until 
Friday 8th April. Baymax 
from the Disney film Big 
Hero 6 will be joining the 

club each day.
The Club is open to young-
sters aged 5-11 years and 
will run from 10am to 12 
noon each day. 
The cost of admission is 
£1.50 per day.  

Salvation  Army  
holiday  club

Unclaimed  raffle  prize

On Monday 21st March, 26-
year-old Gareth Wakefield 
of Shildon was sentenced 
at Durham Crown Court 
for dangerous driving that 

took place on Thursday 
26th November last year.
Wakefield was given 8 
months imprisonment sus-
pended for 18 months.

Dangerous  driver 
escapes  jail
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This  week  in  History

The first monthly install-
ment of The Posthumous 
Papers of the Pickwick 
Club, by 24-year-old writer 
Charles Dickens, his first 
novel, is published under 
the pseudonym Boz.

31 March 1836

English pranksters adopt 
the centuries old culture 
of April, or All Fools’ Day 
by playing practical jokes 
on each other. Historians 
speculate the tradition dates 
back to 1582 in France.

1 April 1700

History’s most well-trave-
led pope, the first non-
Italian to hold the position 
since the 16th century, 
Pope John Paul II dies in 
the Vatican. Two million 
people attend the funeral.

2 April 2005

Jesse James, one of 
America’s most notorious 
outlaws, is shot to death 
by Robert Ford, a member 
of his gang who hoped 
to collect the bounty on 
Jesse’s head.

3 April 1882

Just after 6pm on April 4th, 
1968, Martin Luther King Jr. 
is fatally shot while standing 
on the balcony outside his 
second-story motel room 
in Memphis, Tennessee. He 
was 39 years old.

4 April 1968

Naturalist Charles Darwin 
sends the first three 
chapters of On the Origin 
of Species, to his publishers 
after Alfred Russel Wallace 
begins publishing papers 
with similar ideas.

5 April 1859

Ria Louise Wilson was baptised at St John’s in the company of her 
parents and Godparents on Palm Sunday, 20th March.

Joseph Jay Brasauskas with family and Godparents after the busy Palm 
Sunday ceremony at St John’s Church.

Eva Grace Nisbet’s Christening was celebrated by parents and Godpar-
ents at St John’s on Palm Sunday.

Families  celebrate  baptisms  at  St  John’s 

Palm Sunday, 20th 
March bore witness to 
not one, or two, but 
three baptism cer-
emonies at St John’s 
Church, Shildon.
Ria Lousie Wilson, 
daughter of Darren  
Wilson, a roofing 
technician, and home 
maker, Danielle Platt 
and sister of Richie,  
was Christened in 
the company of God-
parents Sarah Jane 
Dunn, Rachel Bain-
bridge, Shaun Collier 
and Liam Redmond.
The party went on to 
continue their cel-
brations at Elm Road 
Club.

Eva Grace Nisbet 
had her turn at the 
font where she was 
accompanied by her 
parents, Chris, a civil 
servant and Julie, a 
business manager. 
Her sister Olivia was 
also there to see her 
sibling baptised.
Along with the family 
were Godparents 
Nicola Robinson, 
Craig Robinson, 
Stephen Lyons, 
Melanie Lyons and 
Fiona Alton.
The family and 
friends also contin-
ued their celebra-
tions at a busy Elm 
Road Club.

Next to meet 
Reverned David was 
Joseph Jay Brazaus-
kas who was accom-
panied by his parents, 
Jason Brazauskas and 
Nicola Bainbridge 
who live at Middles-
ton Moor.
Joseph’s Godparents 
Natasha Brazauskas 
Kirsty Wilson and 
Christopher Stewart 
were also there to 
mark the special 
occasion, as were his 
brothers, Ashley and 
Joshua.
The group moved on 
to the Institute to 
continue their cel-
ebrations.

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

LIVE IN APRIL
Sat 2nd JD & THE 
 WOODSMAN
Sun 3rd 101
Sat 9th WAINSTONES 

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

Garden Maintenance 
Grass Cutting Services

All garden work carried out
No job too small

01388 450629
07738 673 201

Friendly, local, reliable service

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIER

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier
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Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

Event safety information 
for organisers

If you are planning an event, 
contact the County Durham 
Safety Advisory Group for 

advice, guidance and support 
to ensure that your event  

is a safe one.

Email: 
safeevents@durham.gov.uk

Visit:
durham.gov.uk/eventsafety

Adults 
with 
learning 
difficulties 
can 
recieve 
care 
and support. Arrange by 
phoning 
03000 26 79 79 
or visiting www.
durham.gov.uk/
learningdisabilities

Check4life
Are you aged 40-74?

Find our your risk of developing heart 
disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes or 
kidney disease with a check4life 

health check. Then get personalised advice to reduce the 
risks. Visit your GP or have a check4life health check in a 
community venue such as your local pharmacy or leisure 

centre where you can see the check4life logo

0191 569 2860

Shildon Town Council have 
taken delivery of this year’s 
supply of dog waste bags 
ready for local residents to 
collect for free. 
The dog bags are available 
from the Town Council 
Offices  to support re-
sponsible dog ownership in 
Shildon. 
By providing this free 
service to local people, it is 
hoped that dog owners will 
do their bit to take respon-
sibility for cleaning up after 
their dogs and help to keep 
Hackworth Park and other 
areas of Shildon clean and 
clear of dog fouling. 
A spokesperson for the 
town council said: “Dog 
fouling is ruining our local 
environment, upsets local 
residents and can cause 
health risks particularly to 
children. 
“Please encourage your 
family and friends to be re-
sponsible dog owners and 
keep Shildon and County 
Durham clean for all. 
“Four simple ways dog 
walkers can help keep 
Shildon clear of dog fouling 
are: always clean up after 
their dog; carry extra dog 
waste bags when walking 
their dog; lend a dog 
waste bag to those without 
one and act as a friendly 
reminder to other dog 
walkers to clean up after 
their dog.

“It is an offence, under the 
Environmental Protection 
Act 1990, if you do not 
clean up your dog’s waste.
“You could be issued with 
a fixed penalty notice of 
£80. If taken to court, you 
could face a maximum fine 
of £1,000.”
Durham County Council 
provides dog waste bins 
throughout Shildon and 
wider County Durham at lo-
cations such as parks, grass 
verges, pedestrian areas, 
and footpaths. 
The dog waste bins are 
regularly checked and 
emptied when required.
It is also permitted to 
use any public litter bins 
to dispose of bagged dog 
waste.
Anyone who sees someone 
failing to clean up their 
dog’s mess can report it to 
Durham County Council by 
phone on 03000 260 000 or 
via their website.  
They will need as much in-
formation as possible, such 
as date and time; location; 
description of the dog; dog 
owner and address. All 
reports are dealt with in 
confidence. 
“Please help to keep 
Shildon clean and clear of 
dog fouling by dropping in 
to the Council Offices to 
collect your free dog bags,” 
encouraged the spokesper-
son.

Free  dog  bags  from  
Town  Council

Dax Keiran Harbottle, of 
Glaisdale Gardens, Shildon, 
pleaded not guilty to three 
charges when he appeared 
at Newton Aycliffe Magis-
trates’ Court on Wednes-
day 30th March. 
Matters were adjourned 
and the 23-year-old will 
now return for trial on 14th 
July. 
The court heard that, on 
9th March, police had wit-
nessed a Ford Focus being 

driven without due care 
and attention, on Holly 
Hill. 
The Clerk to the Court 
indicated to magistrates 
that the issue was one of 
identity. Harbottle, who 
was found by officers near 
the scene, in a garden, 
denies that he was driving 
the vehicle and pleaded not 
guilty to further charges of 
being without a licence or 
insurance.

Charges  denied

The end of March brought the woolies @Foundations group blanket competition to a 
close. The picture shows the winning and the two runners-up blankets. From left to 
right are Anne, Sandra, Lesley with the winning entry and Dorothy. All the blankets 
entered are to be donated to Macmillian Cancer Trust.

Woolies @  Foundations  group  
donate  Easter  blankets  

Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet members will be 
asked to agree the way 
forward for the County 
Durham Plan when they 
meet at the council offices 
in Spennymoor at 10am on 
Wednesday 6th April.
Following the Examination 
in Public of the Plan in 2015, 
the independent inspec-
tor’s interim report found 
that the economic growth 
set out by the council and 
its partners in the plan was 
over-ambitious. 
However, after negotia-
tions with the inspectorate, 
during which the council 
also raised issues with 
the process that had been 
carried out, the authority 
felt it had no alternative 
but to challenge the report 
by way of a Judicial Review.
With the consent of the 
Government, this resulted 
in the interim report being 
quashed by the High Court 
and an agreement which 
saw the council withdraw 
the plan. 
This resolution meant that 
the council could then 

move forward with a local 
plan without the inspec-
tor’s interim report having 
any bearing on the way 
forward.
This was an unprecedented 
position requiring sig-
nificant discussion with the 
Department for Communi-
ties and Local Government 
and the Planning Inspector-
ate, in addition to legal 
advice, to identify a way 
forward.
As a result, Cabinet will 
now be asked to agree 
a process and timeline 
which will mean the new 
County Durham Plan will 
come forward as quickly as 
possible. 
Cllr Neil Foster, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for economic 
regeneration, said: “The 
council and its partners 
fought for the plan because 
we believed that it was 
essential in ensuring that 
our county did not get left 
behind. The position we 
now find ourselves in is 
unique so we are extremely 
pleased to announce that, 

County  Durham  Plan  timeline 
before  Cabinet

after a lot of hard work, we 
now have a way forward for 
the County Durham Plan. 
“By ensuring we under-
stand the issues and options 
available we can be sure 
that we have a firm founda-
tion to work together with 
all parties in creating a 
plan that no longer has to 
be bound by a report that 
restricted the debate and 
thinking moving forward.
“We look forward to 
working with residents, 
businesses and all stake-
holders in creating a new 
County Durham Plan that 
secures the future of our 
county for years to come.”
Feedback from consulta-
tions will shape a preferred 
option for the Plan which 
will then be subject to 
further public discussion 
later this year.
To ensure consistency while 
the Plan process is ongoing, 
Cabinet will also be asked 
to approve a policy position 
statement. Residents can 
find out the latest about 
the Plan, www.durham.gov.
uk/CDP.
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Ben Wood fires home Shildon’s 99th goal of the season against Newcastle Benfield at 
Dean Street. Three days later he would also notch the 100th. Photo: Tom Clegg.

Dean  Street  prepares  for  
season’s  biggest  game  so  far

Two convincing victories 
since dropping their first 
two points in ten matches 
have ensured that Shildon 
will entertain reigning 
champions, Marske United 
on Saturday 2nd April with 
a 16 point lead over their 
second-place title rivals.
However, there is no room 
for complacency from the 
Railwaymen as Marske still 
have five games in hand 
over Shildon and a win will 
mean they can take over 
top spot should they win 
their games in hand.
Morpeth Town also remain 
a threat although it will be 
considered something of 
a sporting miracle should 
the Northumbrians go on 
to claim the title from 
seven games behind and 
a minimum four-game-a-
week schedule. 
Shildon played host to New-
castle Benfield on Wednes-
day 23rd March and took no 
prisoners as they continued 
their freescoring form with 
a four goal win.
A first half Mickey Rae 
strike was followed by a 
second half Billy Greulich-
Smith double. 
A Ben Wood goal in the 84th 
minute was Shildon’s 99th 
league goal of the season.

So when the Railwaymen 
visited a blustery Boldon CA 
Sports Ground on Saturday 
26th March to take on rel-
egation-threatened Jarrow 
Roofing, all the talk among 
the fans was about who 
would score the 100th.
But they would have to wait 
as the visitors fell behind in 
12 minutes when veteran 
striker, Paul Chow, pounced 
on a long ball missed by the 
Shildon defence to put the 
hosts in front.
The Railwaymen, however, 
remained focussed and ten 
minutes later, any nerves 
among the fans and players 
were settled, as were bets 
on the century scorer, 
when Mickey Rae - who had 
earlier required treatment 
after colliding with the 
barrier behind the goal - 
fed Ben Wood who calmly 
slotted past the helpless 
Roofing keeper.
While strikers Billy Greulich-
Smith and Mickey Rae have 
been in rich scoring form 
recently, it was somehow 
appropriate that the man 
who leads the assists charts 
by some distance was the 
one to collect the landmark 
goal.
Wood could have doubled 
his account just before the 

break but, with the keeper 
advancing, his lifted shot 
hit the side netting after 
again being put through on 
goal.
Ten minutes into the 
second half, Greulich-Smith 
curled a shot from distance 
towards the top corner and 
was unfortunate to see it 
hit the underside of the 
bar. 
However, the diminutive 
and tireless Lewis Dodds 
was on hand to nod home 
the rebound.
Seven minutes later the 
points were secured when 
Mickey Rae, through on 
goal, was brought down by 
the keeper, who received 
no further punishment than 
the award of the penalty.
Rae dusted himself down 
and slotted home the spot 
kick for a 1-3 final score.
Shildon now enter Satur-
day’s match, which takes 
on tremendous significance 
in the title race, with a 
commanding lead and the 
opportunity to stretch 
19 points away from the 
current champions and 
their closest rivals.
A win for Shildon on 
Saturday could be the 
herald of some very special 
celebrations this season.

Shildon AFC Supporters’ 
Club will gather at the 
football ground social club 
on Friday 8th April to hear 
the latest update of the 
committee’s activities.
The update will begin 
earlier that usual at 6.30pm  
and will be followed at 
8pm by a club fundraising 

Race Night.
Members and non-members  
are welcome to attend.
Anyone wishing to join 
the Supporters’ Club can 
do so on the evening, or 
at any time, by requesting 
a membership form and 
paying the annual £2 sub-
scription.

Supporters gathering  
and  race  night

Shildon AFC Supporters’ 
Club’s weekly lottery 
was unclaimed when the 
draw was made on Easter 
Sunday, 27th March at the 
football ground clubhouse.
The six numbers drawn 
from the bag were: 4, 9, 
10, 11, 12 and 16. 
No ticket matched 
the combination of six 
numbers.The consolation 
prize of £25 was drawn 
from all entries and was 
won by David Stobbs of 
Shildon. 
Next Sunday’s jackpot will 
now be £450 with winners 
required to select the 
winning combination of six 
numbers from the remain-
ing 19 numbers.
Tickets are available at 
various outlets across the 
town including Main Street 
News, the Grey Horse 
pub, at Shildon AFC home  

matches, from members of 
the Supporters Club com-
mittee, or via Paypal.
To play by Paypal, send 
£2 to supportersclub@
shildonafc.com with a note 
containing your choice of 
six numbers. A member 
of the lottery committee 
will confirm by email that 
the numbers have been 
entered into the draw.
Next Sunday’s draw will 
take place as usual during 
the half time break in 
the Supporters Club Quiz 
Night, which begins at 8pm 
in the Shildon AFC football 
ground social club. 
Everyone is welcome to 
attend the quiz night, 
whether members of the 
Supporters Club or not.
The quiz costs just £1 per 
player to enter and the 
social club bar is open for 
refreshments. 

Lottery  Jackpot  is  
£450  after  draw

SHILDON AFC
FORTHCOMING FIXTURES

Saturday 2nd April
Home v Marske United

Tuesday 5th April
Away v Newton Aycliffe

Saturday 9th April
Home v Sunderland RCA

Monday 11th April
Away v Morpeth Town

Saturday 16th April
Home v Penrith


