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Steak Nights
Every Tuesday £10.95 per couple

Sunday Carvery
12 noon - 2:30pm

Goes Stateside 
Every Thursday 

From  February 20th 
from 5:30pm - 8:30pm

The Red Alligator
(01388) 605644
Auckland Road, South Church,
Bishop Auckland

With a range of steaks, 16oz T Bones, Sirloins 
and Rib eyes - Huge Handmade 100% Beef 

Burgers with a choice of toppings - Massive Dogs 
- Racks of Hickory BBQ Ribs - All the sides and 

sauces to match - And not forgetting the 
irresistible Sundaes and Cocktails

You won't be able to ‘stop 
the beat’ when you go to 
see the CATS Youth Theatre 
Groups musical adaptation 
of Hairspray at the Civic 
Hall, Shildon, next month. 
The cast are now into 
final rehearsals for the 
production, which will be 
performed from Thursday 
13th to Sunday 16th March.

Tickets for the Thursday 
performance are all £3 
each, whereas for Friday 
to Sunday’s shows, tickets 
are £4.50 for adults, £2.50 
for children (5-15),  £1 for 
children (3-4) and £2.50 for 
concessions. 
For more information call 
01388 774838 or go to 
www.cats-theatre.co.uk.     

CATS  get  
Hairsprayed

The Great Goodbye event at 
Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
is proving to be a resounding 
success as thousands of 
train enthusiasts come to 
Shildon.
The Great Goodbye is the 
largest event hosted at 
Locomotion to date, a great 
prelude as the museum 
moves into its 10th anniver-

sary year in 2014.
Locomotive legend Mallard 
raced into history on 3rd 
July 1938 when it broke the 
world steam speed record. 
On that day, the mighty blue 
Mallard was recorded as 
reaching the awe-inspiring 
speed of 126mph.
The A4 class locomotive 
is joined by its five 
surviving Gresley A4 Pacific 

engines: Bittern, Dwight 
D Eisenhower, Sir Nigel 
Gresley, Dominion of Canada 
and Union of South Africa.
The final reunion marks the 
75th anniversary of Britain’s 
unsurpassed world steam 
speed record.
The museum on average 
attracts 200,000 visitors 
a year, however staff at 
Locomotion expected to 
attract approximately 72 
thousand visitors during 
these nine days of the event.
Staff at the museum were 
stunned to see 11,000 eager 
visitors on the first day of 
the event alone (Saturday 
15th) and approximately 
15,000 the following day, 
with queues of traffic filed 
all the way to Redworth! 
Anthony Coulls, senior 
curator of railway vehicles 
at Locomotion, said, “We 
expected lots of people, but 
it has been fantastic. This 
has blown us away. People 
from across the world, and 
even the floodhit South-
West, have travelled here”.
Stuart Bird, a Locomotion 
volunteer and Shildon 
Town Councillor, said, 
“The atmosphere has been 
amazing. “This will certainly 
put Shildon back on the 
map”.
The Great Goodbye runs 
until Sunday 23rd February 
with free entry. Car parking 
£3.

The  Great  Goodbye   -  a  great  
success!

buying, selling, renting, letting think Hinc! 

Landlords urgently required! Superb Landlord packages 
and service available! Call our Shildon branch on:  

01388 775566 

Darlington Branch 
4 Clarks yard, Darlington,  
DL3, 7QH 
Tel: 01325 364045 
darlington@hincestates.co.uk 

Shildon Branch 
73 Church Street, Shildon  
DL4 1DT 
Tel: 01388 775566 
Shildon@hincestates.co.uk 

Visit us online: www.hincestates.co.uk 

Bishop Auckland 

Surtees Street 
3 Bedroom terraced house. 
Small yard  GCH and DGW. 
Unfurnished.DSS, Bond and 
Admin fee required.  
 
 

ONLY £480 PCM

Shildon 

Alexandra Gardens 
1 Bedroom bungalow with large 
rear garden. Recently 
refurbished. GCH. DSS 
accepted. Bond and admin fee 
required 
 

ONLY £350 PCM 

See pages 5-8 
for your FREE 

Great Goodbye 
Souvenir 

Supplement! 
The Town Crier, in conjunction with Locomotion, 
will soon have photo DVDs available to purchase 

featuring The Great Goodbye event. 
Watch out in future issues for details!

Thousands of people have flocked to Shildon for The Great Goodbye event at Locomotion.
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Passed Away In Memoriam In Memoriam Birthdays

Classifieds
All about local people...               

   Town Crier
  Shildon
 & District

Horner

Suddenly at home
Andrea, Nee Hope

Aged 70 years of Eldon 
Lane, formerly Eldon

7th February

Beloved Wife of the late Ray,
Devoted Mam to Karen, 

Michelle & Raymond, 
Mother-in-Law to Peter 

& Paul, a much-loved and 
loving Gran and Great Gran, 

Sister, Sister-in-Law, Aunt 
and good friend to many.

Will friends please meet 
for service in St Mark’s 

Church at 11am 
on Thursday 20th 

February followed by 
cremation at Durham 

City Crematorium.

In Memoriam

William Moffett

Dad, gone from our lives
But in our hearts you stay
Loved and remembered 

Every day

Died 23rd February 2013

Love from Margaret, 
Stewart & families

x

Jean Fallon Pattinson

Missing you lots
25th February 2003

Always remembered,
Love Son Bobby

Nobby Clarke

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts

Died 25.2.2006

Your loving family,
Irene, Wilf, Loraine, 

Marilyn, Joan & Alan
x

William Moffett

Bill, you went from my 
arms a year today and 

left me lonely

Died 23.2.2013

Miss you, God bless,
Loving Wife Peggy

William Moffett

Dad, always in our thoughts
Died 23.2.2013

Love Barbara, Les, Jessica, 
Hayley, Neil & baby Ava

xx

William Moffett

Dad, a year today God took 
you away, but you’re still 

thought of and missed

23.2.2013

Dorothy, Brian, family

Malc Watson

Always remembered
Never forgotten

23.2.13

Love Hayl & Jordy
xxx

‘Spot’
Died 23.2.13

Malcolm Watson

Love always,
Greg, Michelle & Elaine

xxx

A year has passed Dad
Since you went away

Loved and remembered
Every day

Malcolm Watson

We miss you lots Grandad

‘Spot’
23.2.13

Love Patrick & Christian
xxx

John Clarkson

Never more 
Than a thought away

Loved and remembered
Every day

26.2.2012

Loving Wife,
Doreen

John Clarkson

We think about you 
Every day

Happy memories
That will never go away

Deep in our heart you stay

26.2.2012

Trevor, Heather, Dean

Stella Black

You will always be 
remembered

You will never be forgot
To us you were so very dear

We loved you such a lot
A year’s gone by since you 

went away
We cannot believe 
you could not stay

Love is something that 
does not die

So we will never say  
goodbye

Died 21.2.2013

Until we meet again,
Betty, George, Jean & John

Stella Black

A dear Sister, Sister-in-Law 
& Auntie

(Nee Maychell)
21.2.14

Wally & Rose,
Margi, Kevin & Margaret,

Steven & Marlon
xx

Too dearly loved to be 
forgotten

26.02.2014
David Evans

All our love always,
Natalie, Frankie, Owen, 

Darren & Laura
xxx

Happy 60th Birthday 
to a special Dad

60!

David Evans
Hip Hip Hooray

Granda is 60 Today

Love you always,
Livia, Liam & Kai

xxx

Congratulations

Liam Alliston & 
Sammi-Jo Pavlou

Love Mam, Dad & 
Christopher

xxx

Congratulations on your 
Engagement

For Sale
Two Male Kittens

7 weeks-old
Wormed + cat litter trained

£20 each
Tel: 01388 775195

07875 351 845

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321 084 
or 07790 509 925

Services

Man with a Van
07880 795 499

Found
Door Key with Photo Fob

Picture missing from the frame
Found outside the Factory Shop 

on Tuesday 18th February
Contact The Crier
On 01388 775896

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

Advertise   in  FULL  
COLOUR  in The Crier

Contact Jeff Ridley for details 
on  01388  775896
or  0790  999  2731 

J Watson Roofing Ltd

Freephone: 0800 747 1130
07799 426 110

New Roofs, Flat Roofs, Roof 
Repairs, Fascias & Guttering, 

Lead work, Slate, 
Tiling & Painting

Fully insured
All work guaranteed
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A two bedroomed semi plus attic room. 
GCH, DG, conservatory & garden. 
Dramatically reduced for a quick sale. 
Viewing essential.

Attention Investors

REDUCED RENTAL

WE WILL SELL YOUR HOUSE FOR £595.00
PROPERTY URGENTLY REQUIRED UP TO 90K BUYERS WAITING

SALES: PROPERTY MANAGEMENT : LETTINGS : EPCs : MAINTANANCE :  AUCTIONS :  MORTGAGE ADVICE : 
Website: www.platinumpropertyservicesneltd.co.uk : Email: enquiries@platinumpropertyservicesneltd.co.uk

NO SALE NO FEE : FREE VALUATION : ALL INCLUSIVE SALES FEE

WEST ROAD, SHILDON
£100,000

ALBERT STREET, SHILDON
£44,950

97/99 Church Street, Shildon, Co. Durham DL4 1DT 01388 773355 Company No 8533649

NEW  Roseberry Terrace, Shildon
A two bed terrace, GCH, DG, lounge, dining room, 
garden, close to amenities. £450 pm.

NEW  Redworth Road, Shildon
A three bed mid-terrace, lounge, dining room, GCH, 
fitted kitchen & utility. £450 pm

NEW  College Street, Shildon 
A two bed terrace plus box room, GCH, DG, 
garden, popular location. £433 pm

NEW  Hazeldale Avenue, Shildon
A two bed semi, lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen, 
garden. £425 pm

Station Street, Shildon 
A three bedroomed mid-terrace, GCH, DG, lounge, 
dining room. £395 pm

A two bedroomed mid-terrace house, 
requires refurbishment throughout, 
garden, close to town centre. Be quick, 
will not be here long. No chain.

DUE TO RECORD SALES ALREADY THIS YEAR PROPERTY WANTED 

ALL APPLICANTS WELCOME 
SOME RENTS & BONDS NEGOTIABLE, PLEASE ASK

MANY MORE AVAILABLE, PLEASE ASK

NEW Regent Street, Shildon 
A two bed mid-terrace, kitchen, utility, lounge, 
popular location. £360 pm

Regent Street/Ruby Street, Shildon 
A choice of two x three bed terrace houses, GCH, 
DG, yards to the rear. £350 pm

Dent Street, Shildon REDUCED 
A two bed mid-terrace, GCH, DG, lounge, yard to 
rear, close to the town centre. £300 pm

Kilburn Street, Shildon REDUCED 
Three bed end-terrace, lounge, dining room, 
kitchen, GCH & DG, yard to rear. £280 pm 
(bond only required).

PINE TREE CRESCENT, SHILDON
£94,950

An immaculate three bed semi-detached 
house. Excellent fitted kitchen/breakfast 
room, GCH & UPVC DG, garden area & 
off-street parking. Viewing highly recom-

REDUCED

NEW

An excellent two bed semi-detached 
house (could be converted back to a three 
bed). Modern fitted kitchen, lounge/
dining room, GCH & DG. Must be viewed.

NEW

SUNNYSIDE AVE, SHILDON
£67,950

A two bedroomed end link house. GCH & 
UPVC DG, refitted kitchen & bathroom, 
garden/paved area to the rear, parking to 
the front. No chain.

REDUCED

PINE TREE CRESCENT, SHILDON
£70,000

28 Main Street  £49,950
Shildon

A three Bed End Tce House

Requires refurbishment 
throughout. 

Lounge, Dining Room, Kitchen, 
Bathroom,Three Beds and 

yard to the rear.

Residents and staff at 
Holly Lodge Care Home on 
Byerley Road partook in 
singing and dancing with 
singer Tony St John on 

Wednesday 12th February.
Tony performed a melody 
of songs, which were 
thoroughly enjoyed by 
everyone.

Holly  Lodge  enjoy  musical  
performance

The following day, 
Thursday 13th February, 
residents were enter-
tained with an arts and 
crafts session.

A resident dances with a care worker as they enjoy the musical stylings of Tony St 
John.

On the evening of 21st 
January, after finishing 
work at the Aldi warehouse 
in Darlington, David William 
Russell returned home to 
Shildon before going on to 
the Asda store in Bishop 
Auckland to do some 
shopping. He placed alcohol 
and foodstuffs in his trolley 
but left the store without 
paying for the items. 
On 25th January, at about 
the same time, he returned 
to the store, wearing the 
same Aldi jumper and hi-viz 
jacket and was immediately 
recognised by staff. 
Again, he left the store 
without paying for goods 
which included alcohol and 
meat. 
The 46 year-old of Cottage 
Road, Shildon, pleaded 
guilty to two charges of 
shop theft at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ Court, 

where a stand down report 
was requested from the 
Probation Service, before 
sentencing. 
The court heard that on 
both occasions Russell had 
gone to the store with 
around £50 to £60 on him 
and that he had intended 
to pay for his shopping. He 
could not explain his actions 
to the police in interview.
Mr. Russell had lost his 
job as a consequence of 
his actions but had been 
fortunate enough to have 
recently found employment. 
Having considered the 
report, magistrates 
sentenced the defendant to 
a twelve month community 
order, to include 60 hours 
of unpaid work. He was 
ordered to pay court costs 
of £85, £60 victim support 
surcharge and £120 compen-
sation to Asda.

In the early hours of Friday 
14th February, Cafe Limone 
on Main Street was broken 
into.  

Italian  break-in
A male was arrested near to 
the scene and is currently on 
police bail, as further lines of 
investigation are followed.  

Hi-viz  shop  thefts
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No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

SHAUN  HUMBLE
Robson Street, Shildon (behind the P.O.)

Servicing, MOT's, Tyres, 
Exhausts, our Speciality

Pick up service available
We take all major 

Credit Cards
Telephone

      01388 778070

To Let
•  No bond • No admin fee
•  Dedicated repairs service
• Five weeks free rent per year

To find out more, arrange a viewing  
or to apply for a livin home email  
homechoice@livin.co.uk or call the 
home choice team on 01388 581 035.

/wearelivin

Decoration Allowance or Homes Start 
Up Incentives available

High quality homes immediately  
available in the following areas:
Firtree 2 bedroom upper floor flat

Coronation Avenue   3 bedroom house

Ash Grove   2 bedroom house

M0051815 CBL Ad Shildon.indd   1 17/02/2014   15:30

Thomas James Brazell, 
aged 19 of Jubilee Road, 
Shildon, pleaded not guilty 
to a charge of criminal 
damage when he appeared 
at Newton Aycliffe Magis-
trates’ Court recently.
It is alleged that, on New 
Years’ Day, the defendant 
damaged the front window 
of a public house in 
Shildon, valued at £500.
The court heard that, 

after an argument with 
the landlord, Brazell had 
been ejected from the 
pub, something which he 
denies, stating that he left 
of his own accord, later 
returning to put out the 
window. 
Brazell was released on 
unconditional bail and will 
return before magistrates 
at Darlington on 24th 
April.

Not  guilty  plea

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANyTHING MOVED 
FROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIER

Jubilee Fields Community 
Centre is holding a four 
week Flower Arranging 
Course, starting Thursday 
13th March from 9.30am 
until 12 noon. 
The cost of the course is 
£25, although exclusions 
may apply for people in 

receipt of certain benefits. 
If you would like to reserve 
a place or require further 
information, contact Sally 
Ann at the centre on 01388 
775425. 
Alternatively, you can 
email her at jubileefields@
btconnect.com.

Flower  arranging  
course

BURKE STREET
CHIROPODY

A first class footcare service
I operate a mobile service all 

around the area.
Discount for OAPs

For  enquiries Telephone

07891915980

House To Let
2 Bedroomed in South 

Row, Eldon. 
Fully refurbished, 
GCH & log burner 

£75 per week
No bond, DSS welcome

Tel: 07956 246 349

Tindale  Beck  allocated  flood  
defence funding
More than £4m is to be spent 
on flooding prevention 
schemes in County Durham 
over the next 14 months, 
with Tindale Beck being 
allocated £343,000 for 
2014/15; a scheme which 
will be led by the Environ-
ment Agency.
Durham County Council put 
in a number of successful 
bids for funding to the En-
vironment Agency, which 
means important work to 
protect communities from 
flooding across the county 
can go ahead.
The schemes were 
identified during investiga-
tions by Durham County 
Council following signifi-
cant flooding in a number 
of areas caused by extreme 
rainfall in 2012, with 

Tindale bypass becoming so 
flooded that the road had to 
be closed to traffic.
Cllr Brian Stephens, Cabinet 
member for neighbour-
hoods and local partner-
ships at Durham County 
Council, welcomed the 
funding.
He said, “We are currently 
seeing how flooding is 
having a devastating effect 
on people’s lives and 
businesses in the south of 
England.
“Many people here in 
County Durham have also 
experienced the disruption 
and difficulties that 
flooding can cause and this 
is something we want to try 
to prevent in the future.
“This funding will allow us 
to go ahead with important 
schemes which are 
designed to protect towns 
and villages from flooding.

“It is particularly pleasing 
that, at a time when all 
councils are facing financial 
difficulties, we have been 
able to secure the funding 
for this work which will 
bring huge benefits to local 
people.”
Other schemes which have 
been given funding and the 
amount they have been 
awarded include:
• Etherley Lane, Bishop 
Auckland – allocated 
£10,000 for 2013/14 and a 
further £50,000 for 2014/15.
• River Wear, Stanhope 
– allocated £128,000 for 
2014/15. This scheme will 
be led by the Environment 
Agency.
• Seaham Harbour – 
allocated £2,337,000 for 
2014/15.
• Hood Street, St John’s 
Chapel – allocated £150,000 
for 2014/15.

GUTTER 
cLEANING & 

REPAIRS

Telephone Paul
07563 960 522

Locally 
based 

in Shildon
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 THE GREAT
A FINAL REUNION
15.02.14 - 23.02.14 

LOCOMOTION: THE NATIONAL RAILWAY MUSEUM AT SHILDON 

  GOODBYE
       MALLARD 75

The Great Goodbye: Souvenir Supplement

Shildon has once again become part of railway history after staging a once-in-a-lifetime 
event; the biggest event to have ever taken place in the town.

The weekend of Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th February 2014 saw thousands of railway         
enthusiasts from across the world flock to the ‘Cradle of the Railways’ for the opening of The 

Great Goodbye; a final reunion of the six surviving Gresley A4 Pacific locomotives.

This was the final event in a series of celebrations called ‘Mallard 75’, marking 75 years since 
Mallard raced down Stoke Bank at 126mph, to set a new steam locomotive world speed record; 

a record which still stands today. 

The world-record holder was joined by its sister Locomotives Sir Nigel Gresley, Bittern and the 
Union of South Africa, as well as the Dominion of Canada and Dwight D Eisenhower, which 

were temporarily repatriated from their home museums in Canada and the USA. 
The Great Goodbye was the last time that all six A4 Locomotives will ever be seen together.

Anthony Coulls, Senior Curator of railway vehicles at Locomotion 
said, “This is not something that I ever thought I would see.”
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THE GREAT GATHERING
LOCOMOTION, SHILDON, FEBRUARY 2014
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THE GREAT GATHERING
LOCOMOTION, SHILDON, FEBRUARY 2014
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A volunteer Town Crier reporter tells us how impressed he was with the event;
I have never been a railway enthusiast, but last Sunday’s sunshine inspired me to venture down the road to the 
Locomotion National Railway Museum to see “Mallard 75 The Great Goodbye.”
Arriving at 9.30am, I was truly surprised to find an already sizeable crowd present and was impressed by the 
excitement and atmosphere of genuine friendliness generated. The place was full of smiling, happy people 
from all over Britain, indeed the world. I heard a full range of UK  accents, as well as smatterings of German, 
French, Spanish, Japanese and, of course, our American and Canadian cousins were represented. I never 
heard a single negative comment but many superlatives, expressing total delight at the magnificent display of 
the six surviving A4 locomotives. 
The event was extremely well organised, it had to be, to cope with approximately 28,000 visitors who came 
through the doors on Saturday and Sunday. Staff and volunteers, many of whom are from Shildon, were 
cheerful and helpful and obviously delighted to see the crowds rolling in. 
“This is absolutely great,” I heard one visitor say to his group of friends, as Bittern steamed by on the adjacent 
track. “No it isn’t,” came the reply, “it’s absolutely brilliant!” And you know what? It was.



Friday 21st February 2014Shildon & District Town Crier Issue 652 Page 9

The Council, on 13.02.14, made an Order under Section 14 (1) 
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act, 1984, as amended, its effect 
closes to pedestrian traffic a 215m length of Footpath No. 38 
Shildon Parish that extends northwards between its junctions 
with Footpath No. 81 (adjacent to Locomotion) and Bridleway 
No. 40 at East Thickley Cottages, Shildon in order that footpath 
re-grading works can be carried out.
The maximum duration of the temporary closure under the 
Order is 6 months and is required from 24.02.14 for the duration 
of the works, anticipated to be up to 8 weeks, whichever is 
the sooner. However, on rare occasions, alternative dates for 
closures may be necessary and these will be signed accordingly.   
An alternative route will not be signed to pedestrian traffic but 
other routes are available using the rights of way network.

Dated: 20 February 2014

Colette Longbottom
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

(FOOTPATH NO. 38 EAST OF SPOUT LANE, SHILDON)
(TEMPORARY FOOTPATH CLOSURE) ORDER 2014

Driving LESSOnS

Friendly,  patient and professional 
tuition.

Learn to drive in one week or take 
your time with weekly lessons

Tel: (01388) 772545
or 0796 705 1643

www.121driving.net

E.S.B Glazing
For the best price on 

replacement glass 
units, windows & 
composite doors

07753 179 573
Contact Dave on

AppliAnce RepAiRs

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

fRee locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Domestics Direct

Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

BLINDS FAcTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

The original charge against 
Andrew Thomas Francis was 
withdrawn and replaced 
with a charge of sending an 
offensive message, which 
was racially aggravated, 
via social media, when 
he appeared at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ Court 
recently. 
The 22 year-old, of Henry 
Street, Shildon, pleaded 

guilty and was released on 
unconditional bail to return 
before the court on 6th 
March when the Probation 
Service will provide a pre-
sentence report. 
On 21st January, Francis 
had posted his crude 
comment on Facebook, 
which referred to the 
proprietor of a newsagents 
shop in Shildon.

Facebook  racial  
comment

Page 5

On Friday 14th February, 
Shildon Police visited 
Thornhill Primary School 
where they carried out 
day-long bike marking 
exercise as part of 
Operation Spoke. 
Operation Spoke is a 
Durham Constabulary led 
operation, working with 
other partner agencies to 
significantly reduce cycle 
crime by uniquely marking 
and registering cycles 
in County Durham and 
Darlington.
Success of other property 
marking schemes at 
reducing the overall levels 
of acquisitive crime is well 
documented and now local 
police are expanding this 
concept to cycles.
Around 200 bikes were 

security marked in the 
school yard and registered 
with Durham Constabulary.  
PC Steve Brown 
commented, “The benefits 
of marking and register-
ing cycles is that they can 
easily be identified by 
Police should they ever be 
stolen or go missing. 
“Easy identification means 
cycles can be quickly 
reunited with their rightful 
owners and thieves can 
be quickly arrested and 
brought to justice. 
“The marking is free and 
only takes a minute to 
carry out. It also deters 
would-be thieves in the 
first place by increasing 
their chances of being 
arrested and by making the 
cycle harder to sell on. 

Operation  Spoke  visits  
Thornhill

“Thornhill is the first 
school we have visited 
but we are going to do the 
same exercise in all the 
other schools in Shildon.
“However, don’t forget 
if you sell your bicycle,     
remember to update your 
details at www.immobil-
lise.com”. 
Wednesday 26th February 
sees Operation Spoke go 
to Timothy Hackworth 
School.  
“If you plan to have your 
bikes marked then please 
remember your consent 
form,” said a spokesper-
son.
Anyone who is not a 
student at the school who 
is interested in protecting 
their bike should contact 
Shildon Police station.

PC Steve Brown and PCSO Daniel Blackwood mark bikes with three pupils from 
Thornhill School.

Saturday 15th February 
saw Lee Scott of Dent 
Street once again arrested 
and charged for shoplift-
ing.  

On this occasion he stole 
alcohol and tucked it down 
the back of his trousers; a 
technique police say he has 
used in the past!

Thief  put  booze  
down  his  trousers

MILNER’S cLEANING 
cONTRAcTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
cALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

House To Let
2 Bedrooms + Attic 
Conversion in John 
Street, Eldon Lane. 
New carpets, gas 
central heating.

Telephone 07443 935 251
For more information

The MoTor Shop
2 CheapSide, Shildon, 01388 773654
• All types of number plates supplied
• All types of keys cut
• Immobiliser batteries
• Photocopying & Fax service
• Car Batteries (with 2 year guarantee)

www.themotorshop.co.uk
Est 1979Open Mon-Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm - Sat 8.30am - 2.00pm

Closed Sundays & Bank Holidays
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Oasis Limetree House | St John’s Road | Shildon
DL4 1LU | 01388 772678 | Shildon@oasisdentalcare.com

Please follow us on twitter @oasisshildon

OASIS DENTAL CARE SHILDON
We are accepting new patients 
for NHS and private appoint-
ments. Open on Saturdays. 
Dental implants available. 

Hygiene appointments available.
Please contact the surgery where a member of staff 

will be happy to arrange your next appointment

Dave Leys
Builder & Joiner
Floor & Wall Tiling

Shildon
(01388) 772759
Mob: 07979 035 558

Heating & Plumbing

Gas Safe Registered
Combi Boilers- Fires - Cookers
All Gas Work Serviced & Repaired

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998

FIRST  CHOICE  MAINTENANCE

To let
2 Bedroom House

Albion Avenue, Shildon
New Carpets GCH, DG

£385 per month

Tel: 01325 351 212

3 Bedroom House
Ruby Street, Shildon
GCH, DG, Carpets, 
Fitted Wardrobes
£425 per month
No deposit required

1 Norman Terrace
Chilton, DL17 0HF 01388 721284

R A Taylor
RDT. Dip. CDT RCS (Eng)

Clinical Dental Technician
New Dentures

While-you-wait denture repairs
Easy parking - no steps GDC Reg 154105

Terms and conditions apply. Ask instore for full details.

63 Church Street, Shildon

Tel: 01388 777000
Go online: haystravel.co.uk

T H E  U K ’ S  L A R G E S T  I N D E P E N D E N T  T R A V E L  A G E N T

SAVE UP TO

WHEN YOU BOOK
THE HAYS WAY

50%
 OFF

DON’T MISS OUT...THESE HUGE SAVINGS WILL END SOON!

MAJORCA
14 nights - Sept 2014

4* Self Catering

TOUR OPERATOR 
PACKAGE PRICE £650PP

HAYS TRAVEL OPTION
FROM ONLY 

£370
PER PERSON

Coffee  morning
St John’s Church will 
be holding a Coffee 

Morning on Saturday 22nd 
February, from 10am to 
11.30am.
There will be the usual 
cake stall and all are 
welcome to attend.

In the past week there 
have been a number of 
cars damaged throughout 
the town.  
Police would like anyone 
with any information about 
these incidents to come 
forward.  They would also 
like people to ring in when 
they see anyone acting 
suspiciously in their area.  
A spokesperson for 
Shildon Police said, “On 
Wednesday 12th February 
there were more than 
a dozen plain-clothed 
officers walking the streets 

throughout the night, 
creeping up and down back 
alleys, either on foot or on 
bikes, however not one call 
was made about suspicious 
people.  
“Please ring in if you see 
things.” 
This operation did result in 
two males being arrested 
for going equipped to 
steal and a vehicle was 
also seized which was 
suspected of being used 
in crime. These operations 
will continue to be run on 
a regular basis.

Police’s  ‘Suspicious  
behaviour’ 

Page 6

Mayor of Shildon Peter 
Quinn’s consort, Shirley 
Quinn, was delighted 
to present a bottle 
of Champagne and 
chocolates to Charles 
Bisgrove, who celebrated 
his 100th birthday on 18th 
February.
Charles, who is commonly 
known as George, was born 
in Taunton in Somerset. 
He left school and joined 
the Royal Navy, which is 
where he later met his 
wife Vera, a Chief Petty 

Officer. They were both 
based on various ships and 
worked as cooks; George 
for around 30 years and 
Vera for around 25.
Vera was born in Pasture 
Row, Eldon, and after the 
couple married George 
made the move north to 
be with his wife, buying a 
house in Victoria Street, 
Shildon, later moving to 
Middleton Road.
George was a doorman at 
New Shildon WMC, while 
Vera was a member of the 

Salvation Army in Cross 
Street. Later in life they 
went to the over 60s club 
in the Institute.
Vera sadly died on 2nd 
June 2001 and George 
moved straight into 
Hackworth House. When 
it closed two-and-a-half 
years-ago he moved 
into Bethany House on 
Woodham Way, Newton 
Aycliffe.
George celebrated by 
having tea with his family 
and friends.

Charles  George  Bisgrove 
celebrates  100th  birthday

Charles George Bisgrove celebrating his 100th birthday with Shirley Quinn at Bethany 
House.
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Hackworth 
Accounting Limited

Flexible accounting package for you and your business

- Monthly Accounts - Bookkeeping - Payroll - VAT - 
Annual Returns - Self-Assessment - Tax Planning

For a free friendly no obligation chat to assess your needs
Contact Shaun or David

Tel: 01388 548049
Email: hackworthacc@gmail.com

8G Hackworth Industrial Park, Shildon, Co Durham, DL4 1HF

Ashby and Atkinson
Dental Practice, Shildon

If you have not been to the dentist recently, now is a good 
time to call Ashby and Atkinson for an appointment.
We have dentists accepting NHS and Private patients 

Open one Saturday a month.
Come and see us at: 25 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AL 

Your local family practice, established for over 23 years!
NHS Appointments are now available.

Phone: 01388775104 
Or call in and ask at reception.

 www.ashbyandatkinson.com

Shops in Shildon are to 
be given a helping hand 
to protect their premises 
from thieves following the 
success of a scheme in a 
neighbouring town.
Nine businesses in Bishop 
Auckland have already 
benefitted from the Secure 
Retailer Scheme since 
it was launched a year 
ago and a further 13 are 
currently going through the 
approval process.
To date, the Safe Durham 
Partnership has secured 
£49,000 in funding from 
Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon AAP and other 
sources to extend the 
initiative for another year 

Secure  Retailer  Scheme 
expands

and also make the cash 
available to retailers in 
Shildon.
Kelly Presch, Durham 
County Council safer com-
munities’ officer, said, “The 
Secure Retailer Scheme 
was set up following a 
spate of burglaries in 
Bishop Auckland. We were 
aware of the difficulties 
small businesses often face 
in improving their security 
when they have little or 
no spare cash and saw the 
need to step in and help.
“The help we have already 
provided to businesses in 
the town has shown just 
how valuable this initiative 
is to smaller retailers so we 

are extremely pleased that 
we are able to continue it 
for another year and also 
help businesses in a wider 
area.”
Grants of up to £2,000 are 
available to businesses to 
cover up to 70 per cent 
of the cost of security 
measures for their 
premises.
Help will be targeted at 
vulnerable businesses and 
those that have previously 
been targeted by 
thieves. Retailers will be 
nominated for assistance 
by Durham Constabulary’s 
Local Neighbourhood 
Policing Teams and Crime 
Prevention Officers.
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Shildon Railway & Institute

 50/50 Dancing
Saturdays 8th / 15th / 22nd  February

 Bingo Wednesdays and Thursdays
With Jackpot

Saturday 1st March
The Best North East Female Singer

Karen Kennedy
Plus Roger’s Disco

Tickets £3.00 from the bar.

Shops in Shildon’s Church Street will be able to benefit from the Secure Retailer 
Scheme - making them less vulnerable to thieves. 

HARRISOn BROwn wInDOwS

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVc Internal Doors

TEL: 01388 777606

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

On 31st January, Claire 
Dent returned to her home 
in Shildon to find the double 
glazed window to her living 
room smashed and a brick 
lying on the floor of the 
room. 
She informed the police, 
who attended the home of 
John Kevin McCall in Dalton 
Crescent, Shildon. 
McCall, aged 50, imme-
diately owned up to the 
offence, telling officers 
that he had “a smashing 
time.” 

He showed no regret over 
his actions and told police 
that he had done it because 
Claire Dent owed him £20. 
The court heard that 
McCall is an alcoholic, who 
is trying to address his 
problems and is likely to go 
into rehabilitation shortly. 
Magistrates at Newton 
Aycliffe sentenced him 
to an eighteen month 
conditional discharge and 
ordered him to pay £230 
compensation for the 
damage to the window.

Alcoholic  had  a 
‘smashing  time’

PACT  MEETINGS
Police & Communities Together

Sunnydale Ward
Wednesday 26th February, 6.30pm, Garbutt Close Community Lounge
Previous issues -   Anti-social behaviour and drug activity in Primitive Street.

Thickley Ward
Thursday 27th February, Jubilee Community Centre

Byerley Ward
Wednesday 26th February, 6.30pm, Town Council Offices

Previous issues - Anti-social behaviour in Jasmine Avenue, especially in the cut leading from 
Jasmine Avenue onto Jubilee Road.  

Previous issues -  Anti-social behaviour in Bouch Street - Rowdy and inconsiderate behaviour 
in Bouch Street.

Eldon, Close House, Coronation and Auckland Park
Wednesday 26th February, 6pm, One Stop Community Shop
Previous issues - Fly tipping in the Eldon Lane / Coundon Grange area.
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
re-skims & rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Carpet Cleaning 
Offer

Lounge carpet & stair 
carpet cleaned and 

deodorised for only £35
Excellent results, 

quick drying.

A1 Cleaning 
Specialist
Call or text Ian on 

07506 565 886

J.P. POTTLE
Plumbing and Heating

central Heating Installations
 and Repairs

gas Servicing and repairs
All aspects of plumbing work 

undertaken
No job too small.

20 Years Experience
Time served

FREE ESTIMATES  
Gas Safe Registered.

Heating Grants for OAPs

Tel: 07974 177242  
or  01388 607233

Shildon’s successful start to 
2014 continued this week 
as the athletes won both 
regional and National titles. 
Three athletes travelled 
north for the Scottish 
National Indoor Age Group 
Championships. Held in 
Glasgow’s superb Emirates 
Arena, these championships 
attract not only Scotland’s 
finest athletes but also 
those from Ireland, England 
and Wales. 
In the U20w Triple Jumper 
Rachel Mchugh not only 
added the Scottish National 
title to her impressive c.v 
but also catapulted herself 
to U.K. no.1 in the junior 
women. An even more 
impressive feat as this was 
Rachel’s 1st competition of 
the season and the winning 
jump of 12m 23cm was a 
lifetime best performance.
The U18w saw 16 year-old 
Georgia Hirst tackle the 
400m. Georgia safely came 
through her heat and in 
the final produced a strong 
finish to narrowly miss out 

on the bronze medal in a 
time that took her to no.33 
in the U.K U20 rankings.
Jade Hepple represented 
Shildon in the U14 girls and 
was the busiest athlete 
of the weekend. Jade 
produced two lifetime best 
performances, lowering 
both her 60m and 60mh PBs 
as she made it through to 
the semi’s in hotly contested 
events, before going on 
to finish 10th from over 30 
competitors in the long 
jump.
Back home at Gateshead it 
was the North East Counties 
indoor Championships and 
again the U13 girls stole 
the show, as Maddison 
Wells claimed the North 
East Counties 60m title 
from Rachel Bennett in a 
race that appeared to be 
heading Rachel’s way, until 
an impressive late burst of 
pace from Maddie narrowly 
secured the victory in 8.35s. 
Both girls are ranked in the 
UK top 10 and Shildon smiled 
as they received their 

medals occupying the top 
two steps on the podium. 
Scott Michael returned to 
action after a muscle injury 
to produce a fine 4th place 
in the men’s “A” race. Scott 
was the 1st placed senior 
and was only denied a medal 
by the top three U20s. U17w 
Courtnie Mills produced a PB 
of 8.37s in her 60m heat and 
over in the Jumps Courtnie 
produced another PB of 4m 
61cm to claim 5th place 
in the u17w LJ. Courtnie 
improved her placing to 4th 
in the TJ with a best effort 
of 8m 84cm.
The Monkton Minors 
meeting also saw Aidan 
Barrass produce a gold 
medal winning perfor-
mance in the u9 boys 300m 
(1m04.7s) which followed 
his 60m sprint heat where 
Aidan finished in 10.7s. 
Lizzie Cramb was in xc 
action at Wreckenton on 
the 8th February where she 
produced the 3rd fastest 
time of the day in the u15g 
race.
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Update  on  Shildon  
United  medal

Shildon AFC Director, 
Norman Smith, has recently 
acquired an antique 
piece of Shildon football 
memorabilia, which is now 
believed to be a Shildon 
United Club pocket watch 
chain medallion from 1901.
The shield design is solid 
silver containing a central 
rose gold panel engraved 

with a castle, surrounded 
by red and green enamel 
flowers. At the top in blue 
enamel are the words 
‘Shildon United Club’.
On the back is a clear 
English hallmark of a lion, 
an anchor for Birmingham 
and a date letter for 1901. 
The maker’s mark is R.Bs 
for the Rolason Brothers.

Shildon pocket watch chain medallion -  Dated - 1901.

SHILDON AFC 
UPCOMING FIxtUreS

Friday 21st February
Home v Bedlington Terriers

Wednesday 26th February
Home v Guisborough Town

Saturday 8th March
Home v Dunston UTS

Saturday 15th March
Home v Morpeth Town

Saturday 22nd March
Away v Billingham Town

Saturday 29th March
Away v Guisborough Town

Shildon  RAC

Sixteen year-old Georgia Hirst in action at the Scottish National championships.


