
Town Crier, Friday 4th July, 2008Town Crier, Friday 4th July,  2008 Page 1

Issue No. 364

Shildon, Friday, 4th July, 2008. Telephone/Fax: 01388 775896

Your local
Community Newspaper

  Email: crier@talk21.com       -      Duty journalist  0790 999 2731
Published at 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council,

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH.   www.shildontowncrier.com

MILNERS

Telephone

776150

WINDOW CLEANERS
All areas covered

Patios, Conservatories,
& Gutters also cleaned.

30p

DRIVING LESSONS
Friendly,  patient and professional

tuition.
Learn to drive in one week or take

your time with weekly lessons
Tel: (01388) 772545

or 0796 705 1643

Models offered may differ
from those illustrated

SHAFTO WAY, NEWTON AYCLIFFE , DL5 5QN
Telephone (01325) 321678

NEW AUTO WASHERS

£169.£169.£169.£169.£169.0000000000

BARGAIN BUYSBARGAIN BUYSBARGAIN BUYSBARGAIN BUYSBARGAIN BUYS

SLIGHT CABINET DAMAGE
 FULL MANUFACTURER'S GUARANTEE

FromFromFromFromFrom

NEW WASHER
DRYERS

SLIGHT CABINET DAMAGE -
FULL MANUFACTURER'S

GUARANTEE

£219.£219.£219.£219.£219.0000000000
FromFromFromFromFrom

Also fridges / freezers / cookers
and every appliance you can think of!

CUSTODY STILL A
POSSIBILITY FOR
SHILDON THEFT

A 51 year-old man who, in
his own words, was too old
to be carrying on like this,
was scheduled to make a
further appearance before
local Magistrates in order
to be sentenced for an
offence of shoplifting.
On June 4th, Patrick Rory
O'Donnell ,  of  Norwich
Gardens in Will ington,
appeared before the South
Durham Magistrates sitting
at Newton Aycliffe where
he entered a 'Guilty' plea to
the charge.
The Court was told, on that
occasion, that  O'Donnell
had a lengthy list of previous
convictions – many of them
for offences of  theft  –
stretching from 1971.
The latest offence involved
the theft  of  two Litre
Bottles of Bacardi valued at
£35.58 from Shildon's Co-
op Supermarket  on May
24th this year.
O'Donnell was also listed to
be sentenced for a further
'theft' offence, this being
from the Asda Supermarket
in Bishop Auckland from
where he took a Pastie, a
paperback book and a Bottle

of Irish Liqueur, with a total
value of £7.68.
At the Hearing in June, the
si t t ing Magistrates were
informed that  O'Donnell
was currently the subject of
no less than four Community
Orders,  al l  of  differing
lengths and al l  running
concurrently.
A Pre-Sentence Report was
requested to investigate
O'Donnell's offending and
to look at all the Community
Orders.
Although a custody steering
was given for the Report,
this was no guarantee that
O'Donnell  would be
imprisoned upon his return
to the Court  last  week,
although it could not be ruled
out, the sentence imposed
rest ing solely with the
sentencing Magistrates after
they had read the Probation
Service's Report.

TO ADVERTISE IN
YOUR

TOWN CRIER
ring JEFF RIDLEY
on 01388 775896

Thirteen youngsters
from The Pilgrim
Club spent the

weekend camping at the
club’s lakeside base at
Ellerton Lake Water Park
in North Yorkshire.
The group, all  from the
club’s under 13's section,
set off from their Shildon
Hackworth Park Rest House
base on early Saturday
morning.
Once the campsite was set
up, the group, under the
watchful eyes of club junior
leaders Adam Churm and
Christina Foster, enjoyed a
day full of different fun
activities.
The local  Army Cadet
Training Group were also
using the site for adventure
training for over 100 local
Army Cadets.
They al lowed the
youngsters to use their
climbing walls, an added
bonus, which was very much
appreciated by the club.
At tea-time, super cooks
Amanda and Kelly prepared
a dinner which went down
very well and afterwards,
everyone was ready to wind
down and relax before

getting some sleep.
For some of the group, the
Sunday’s water-based
activities of kayaking and
canoeing would be a first.
After a few early scares,
Christ ina and Michael
Parker were the first  to
capsize.
After a lunch break at nearby
McDonalds, the group were
all back having fun on the
water.
Everyone was sorry to see
the day come to an end, but
another weekend is planned
for the 12th and 13th of

July.
Club volunteer Amanda
Foster said, “The club are
planning another 5
adventure weekend camps
this summer,  giving the
youngsters a lot to look
forward to, but it’s not all
fun.  The kids are very much
involved in the planning and
organisation of the camps."
"The club has 3 qualified
volunteer youth workers
who work with the kids and
are preparing to support the
group to undertake UK
Youth’s “Youth
Challenges” initiative, and
also the British Canoe Union
Star Personal Achievement
Awards."
" Opportunities and support
is available for club members
to gain nationally-
recognised accredited
qualifications”.
The club would like to thank
the parents who supported
this activity with help with
transport, catering items and
donations.
"They are very much
appreciated and enable the
club to continue to provide
further camps," continued
Amanda.

Michael getting to grips with the club's unicycle.

FIRST WEEKEND SUMMER CAMP
A HUGE SUCCESS

See us on the Web
Our on-line copy is
exactly the same as
the one which drops
through local doors.
You can also contact
your Chapter via the
web site www.shildon

towncrier.com
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FIRST CHOICE
MAINTENANCE

PLUMBING
AND HEATING
CORGI REGISTERED
COMBI BOILERS -

5 YEAR GUARANTEE.
CENTRAL HEATING

SERVICING
 ALL GENUINE QUOTES

BEATEN,
Tel Paul on

07967 679998

FITTED

REPAIRED

UPGRADEDEXTRA ROOMS WIRED

ASPECT AERIALS 01388 720994
Your Local Specialist

Including SKY If Required

FREEVIEW

DIGITAL AERIALS
For

Free Estimates & Callouts OAP Discounts

Quality Workmanship Fully Guaranteed Years3

Best Prices

In The Area

And Value

Chilton Based

K. A. ROOFLINES &
JOINERY SERVICES

TEL: 01388 777 796
MOB: 07921 669 372

~ UPVC Fascias, Soffits ~
& Guttering

~ Marbrex/Plastic Cladding ~
~ Loft Conversions ~

~ Staircases ~
~ Decking & Fencing ~

Time Served - Free Estimates

The lads of Shildon Town
Rugby Club will be reforming
on Saturday, July 5th, to
play their annual Memorial
game.
The team will be playing
'Clems Pirates'  for the 'Paul
Fitt Memorial' Trophy.
Kick-off is at 3.00pm and
there is to be fancy dress
and a raffle after the game
in aid of the Butterwick
Hospice.
“Everyone is welcome at

Sunnydale Leisure Centre,”
said a spokesperson for the
event .

RUGBY TEAMS
BATTLE IT OUT FOR
MEMORIAL TROPHY

On Wednesday, June 25th,
Shildon B.R. beat
Evenwood in the John Raw
Memorial Trophy Division
B League Cup.
Shildon scored 144 runs and
Evenwood were 128 for 3.
On Saturday, June 28th, in
the Readers Durham
County League, the B.R.
were beaten by Esh

Winning, who won by 41
runs.
Shildon B.R. are now 6th in
the league with 7 wins and
163 points.

A WIN AND A LOSS
FOR SHILDON B.R.

ELM ROAD CC HAVE
NO REGRETS

Elm Road CC played at
home against  Bishop
Auckland's No Regrets C.C
recently, and produced a
high score after electing to
bat first.
145 runs were totalled for
three wickets in twenty
overs with Mathew Brown
(28), Greg Watson (27),
Paul Hetherington (27),
David  Austin (24) and Ian
Wickins (20 not out) the
main run scorers.
No Regrets could only total
73 runs for the loss of 7
wickets for a comfortable
Elm Road win.
There was a good all round
performance from
Hetherington with bowling
figures of 3 wickets for four
runs and one catch in the
field.
Other wicket takers, one

each for Andrew Paterson,
Mathew Brown, Stuart Hall
and Neil Bannister.
Elm Road were beaten in
the Stephenson Bowl in a
midweek clash by
Mainsforth. Chasing 148 to
win they could only total 91
for  5 wickets with Paul
Hetherington (27) and Greg

SHILDON FRIENDLY
POOL LEAGUE

UPDATE

With only two
games to play,
plus the knock-

outs, before the Summer
break, The Insitute is top of
the league.
Their next two games are
against  last  year 's
champions,  Old Shildon
Club, who are currently
second.
This year's surprise package
is The Flag and Whistle who,
despite being a new team, is
doing very well in third place.
The leading individual

players,  both from The
Institute, are J. Murdock
with 15 wins and J. Dinning
with 14 wins.
The league positions after
16 games are as follows: 1st:
The Institute 117 pts. 2nd:
Old Shildon Club 109 pts.
3rd: Flag and Whistle 93
pts.  4th: New Masons 82
pts. 5th: Grey Horse 80 pts.
6th: Three Tuns 68 pts. 7th:
The Jubilee 66 pts. 8th:
Queens Head 61 pts. 9th:
The Red Lion 54 pts. 10th:
The Locomotive 50 pts.

Watson (25) top scorers.
Having players unavailable,
11 year old T. Wickins made
his debut and didn’t let the
team down bowling and
batting (2 not out).
The teams next games are
away to Mainsforth on
Friday night and The Angel
at home on Sunday.

SIX-A-SIDE LEAGUE
COMES TO SHILDON

A 6-a-side football
league has been
organised for

Shildon which will kick off
at the end of this month.
The league has been

organised by Soccersixes, a
company specialising in
small-sided football.
The league will run every
Sunday from July 29th and
will be launched by England
and Aston Villa player,
Gareth Barry.
There will be three divisions
of eight teams, who will play
a 30 minute match with a
qualif ied referee,  at
Sunnydale Leisure Centre.
Anyone over the age of 16
can enter the league, which
costs £2.50 per person, and
players can win an array of
awards, including trophies
and cash.
Any reader who wishes to
enter a team into the league
should contact Soccersixes
to register in advance by
calling 0870 3300 888 or
07970 367 371.
Teams can also register
online at
www.soccersixes.net.

SOUTH DURHAM
ROCK SCHOOL
Professional music

tuition in fully equipped
teaching facilities with a

friendly supportive
atmosphere.

Electric/acoustic guitar,
bass guitar, drums,
keyboards, singing.

31 Cheapside,
Spennymoor

Tel ) 01388 816282
Free trial lesson with this advert

S. W. DURHAM TRAINING LTD
Durham Way South  I  Aycliffe Business Park  I
Newton Aycliffe  I    DL5 6AT  I  01325 313194

Contact Claire Welsh
cwelsh@swdt.co.uk

MANUFACTURING
APPRENTICESHIPS

Are you interested in an
exciting opportunity to gain

qualifications and work
towards employment within
the Manufacturing Industry,
with the leading North-East

training provider and
established local companies?

GEORGE JOINS THE
MELLENIUM GREEN

TEAM

Councillor Mike Hardy is
happy to report  George
Lewis has joined the
Mellenium  Green   'Board of
Management.'
Mike said, “With George's
many years of experience
working at Shildon Town
Council  as Works
Superintendent, I am sure
he will be a very useful asset
as he has been involved in
gardening around Shildon all

his working life.
His input and experience
will be greatly appreciated”

LOST
A Black Staffordshire
Terrier, aged around two and
a half years, has been missing
from the Jubilee Estate area
since June 29th.
If any reader has seen the
dog, or knows where it is,
contact  Alexa on 07895
732 595.

kidz kornerkidz kornerkidz kornerkidz kornerkidz korner
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Co-operative
Funeral Care
We'll be there with a caring,

sympathetic service 24-hours a day.
Pre-paid Funeral Plans available.
Full Memorial Service available.

Free Estimates on request.

Elm Cottage, Church Street, Shildon
(01388) 774853

When you need us, we'll be there.

It’s all about local people and local events.
It’s your very own Community Newspaper

Contact us at the Town Council Offices, on 01388
775896 or email us at crier@talk21.com.
We're on the web: shildontowncrier.com

Found

Services

Appreciations

Bir ths

Birthdays Birthdays

Congratulat ions

Building Plans drawn for
Planning Permission and

Building Control.
Extensions, Loft Conversions etc.

Tel Carl on 01388 606685
or 0773 198 5837

SCRAP CARS REMOVED
Scrap cars removed free of
charge. Car collection and

delivery nationwide.
Reasonable rates.

Tel: 07977 516299.

PHYLLIS EDDY
5th July.

To a very special Mam on her
70th Birthday.

Have a really great day!
Love you more than

words can say.
Lots of love,

from Allison and Louise
xxx

EMILY-JANE MATTHEWS
5th July.

Happy 13th Birthday Darling.
Now you're a teenager!

Love Mam, Graham and Isaac
xxxx

EMILY-JANE MATTHEWS
5th July.

Happy 13th Birthday
Sweetheart.

Love Nana Susan
xxx

JOHN RICHARDSON
5th July.

Happy 18th Birthday John.
Have a good day.

Love Nana and Granda

JOHN RICHARDSON
5th July.

Happy 18th Birthday Son.
Love Mam, Dad, Toni-Marrie

xxx

IVY COOK
6th July.

90 Years "young".
Enjoy your special day.
Love from all the family

xx

ZOE RUTHERFORD
Happy Birthday.

Love All the family
xx

Marion Henderson would like
to say 'thankyou' to family and
friends for their support over

the past months.

A push-chair has been found
near Shildon Railway Station.
Contact the Crier on 775896.

SHILDON RAILWAY INSTITUTE
Presents....

Saturday July 5th, 2008

Hudson Sisters
Duo

And  Rogers  Disco
£3.00 Admission for Members and Bona Fide Guests.

The Cheapest Beer all year.

MARISSA LUNDY
27/06/08
6lbs 6ozs

Welcome, to our beautiful
Granddaughter.
Love Nana Julie

and Granda Peter.

MARISSA LUNDY

My Little Sister.
Love Casey.

LUNDY / CLEASBY
Well done!

Mike and Kim.

LISA & CHRISTIAN
COALMAN

Congratulations, and thank
you for including us in your

brilliant wedding.
Love Sharon.

x

Congratulat ions

LISA & CHRISTIAN
COALMAN

Thank you to a real Fairy
Godmother and adoptive

Godfather for making my wish
come true.

From your Chief Bridesmaid,
love you, Abbie.

x

LISA & CHRISTIAN
COALMAN

Congratulations on your
fantastic Wedding in Cyprus.

Love Maria and Bob.
x

Do you need help furnishing
your home? If you are on
benefit or on low income
then County Durham
Furniture Help Scheme on
Chilton Industrial Estate
could be your answer.
Chris Palmer, the Charity’s
Managing Director, said they
have a large range of items all
for sale at very reasonable
prices. They have washing
machines, bicycles, beds and
bedding, cabinets, carpets and
rugs, computers, cookers,
crockery cutlery, games and
toys, microwaves, pictures,
prams, tables and chairs,
wardrobes, 3 piece suites,
fridges, freezers and
tumbledryers.
Chris said, “Everyone is
welcome to come and look
around our unit and see our
vast selection of goods. We
try to provide everything to
turn a house into a home.”
The charity would also like
to hear from anyone  who has
any unwanted re-usable

items, including any of the
goods mentioned above,
which are too good to throw
away but are no longer needed.
Call Chris on 01388 721509
and he will arrange for the
items to be picked up.
Additionally, Chris says he is
always looking for volunteers
to work at the unit.
If any Crier readers have an
hour or two spare, then why
not give him a call?
He requires office workers,
shop floor staff, cleaners and,
particularly, drivers.
The unit is open Monday to
Saturday from 10.00am to
2.00pm at Unit 20, Avenue
3, Chilton Industrial Estate
DL17 0PB.
Chris can be also be contacted
at his email address at
cdfhs@btinternet.com.
The schemes website is
www.communigate.co.uk/ne/
furniturehelp.

FURNITURE HELP
SCHEME COULD HELP

YOU

The Furniture Help Scheme is located on Chilton
Industrial Estate.

LUNDY / CLEASBY
Congratulations Mike and Kim.

Love Shaun and Sara.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTS

Cost Just 35p a
Word, Plus £5.00
For An Optional

Photo.
Ring 01388 775
896 With  Your

Credit/Debit Card

Engagements

CARLY STEPHENSON &
MARK CUBITT

Congratulations on your
Engagement.
Lots of love,

from all the family.
xxx

To Advertise
in The Crier,

Call Jeff
Ridley on

07909992731
Send Your Letters to

3 - 4 First Floor
Offices, Town

Council, Civic Hall
Square, Shildon, DL4

1AH
Or Email

crier@talk21.com

It is our policy not to print
letters that do not provide a
name and address so please
include these in your letter.

If you prefer to remain
anonymous, we can withold
your details at your request.
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Thermals and Vests Motor
Cycle Club held a Grand
Summer Raffle at Elm Road
W.M.C.recently.
The draw, which was held
on Saturday, June 28th at
9.30am,  was in aid of The
Great North Air Ambulance
Appeal.
The lucky winners numbers
and prizes are as follows:
1st, 15” TV,  No. 6738.
2nd, Ladies pamper hamper,
1391.
3rd, Bottle of Baileys, 1667.
4th, T-shirt 3537.
5th,  £10 Meat voucher,
7552.
6th,  Bott le white wine,
1195.
7th, Bottle whiskey, 2207.
8th, T-shirt, 3498.
9th,  Cobblers voucher,
3042.
10th, Red wine, 1247.
11th 2 mugs/small whiskey
6328.
12th, 2 computer games,
6523.
13th, Bottle sherry, 2222.
14th,  Bott le Rose wine,
4273.

15th, Chip shop voucher,
2310.
16th, White wine, 7239.
17th,  Picture frame and
small brandy, 3313.
18th, T-shirt, 6407.
19th, Bottle red wine, 2401.
20th, Bottle whiskey, 5290.
21st, Bottle white wine, 474.
22nd, T-shirt, 6601.
23rd,  £5 Meat voucher,
7098.
24th, Bottle sherry, 6447.
25th, Bottle white wine,
7860.
26th, Breakfast voucher,
4734.
27th, Bottle white wine,
1863.
28th,  Chicken voucher,
1266.
29th, Bottle sherry, 2725.
30th, 2 Beers, 3751.
31st, Gin, 6423.
32nd, Chocolates, 2466.
33rd, Whiskey, 7791.
34th, Wine, 1828.
35th, Wine, 4032.
36th, Meal voucher, 5341.
Another draw was made the
following day on Sunday,
again all proceeds to the
Great North Air Ambulance
Appeal. The winners were;
1st,  Helmet, 9294.
2nd, Set of M/C gloves,
8416.

3rd, Caberg goodie bag,
8440.
4th, T-shirt, 8156.
5th, 6 bottles lager, 9500.
6th, Bottle whiskey, 8905.
7th, M.O.T. Voucher, 8758.
7th, I.O.M. TT helmet bag
and snood, 8260.
9th, Kids racing goggles,
8060.
10th, Bottle white wine,
8834.
11th, Necktube, 8103.
12th, Tax disc holder, 8614.
13th, T-shirt, 8912.
14th, Neck tube, 8653.
15th, Digital m/c clock and
snood, 8707.
16th, Bottle red wine, 8738.
17th,  Tattoo voucher,
8406.
18th,  Tyre sealant  and
snood, 9225.
19th, T-shirt, 8495.
20th, I.O.M. T-shirt, 9276.
21st ,  Torch and neck
warmer, 9040.
22nd, 6 Bottles beer, 9478.
“Many thanks go to all the
businesses and people who
donated prizes and all those
who bought tickets over the
two days.We raised a
fantastic £1002. Well done
to everyone” said a
spokesperson for Thermals
and Vests M.C.C.

THERMALS AND VESTS
ANNOUNCE RAFFLE WINNERS

To Advertise,
 Call Jeff on

01388 775896

ON THIS DAY.......
JULY 4TH

1954: Housewives celebrate
the end of rationing after
14 years of restrictions on
the sale of meat.
1976: Israeli commandos
fly to Uganda to save 100
hostages held by pro-
Palestinian hijackers at
Entebbe airport.
1776:  After a decade of
economic conflict  with
Great  Britain, the United
States declared
independence.
1996:  Prince Charles,
delivered his terms for a

divorce from Diana,
Princess of Wales - an offer
of £15m was reportedly
backed by the Queen.
1948: The beginning of the
NHS - the National Health
Service.
1884: The Statue of Liberty
was presented to America
by the people of France.
1829: The first  regular
scheduled bus service started
in London - a horse drawn
service between
Marylebone Road and the
Bank of England.

A long haired 2 year old cat
was attacked with a pellet
gun last weekend, in the
Braithwaite Street area of
Shildon, just off Byerley
Road.
The pellet  hit  the cats
collar-bone, resulting in an
injury which needed
veterinary treatment.
The worried owner is
warning other cat owners to
be on their guard, and asks
residents to inform the
Police if they see anyone
with a pellet gun.

PET CAT
ATTACKED

BY YOBS

Classified Adverts cost
just 35p a word and

£5.00 for an optional
photo.

Call 01388 775896 or
call in upstairs at the

Council Offices.

Scrap cars
wanted

£100 Paid
DVLA Certificate of
Destruction issued

Tel:
07913 759164

NEW  DEVELOPMENT  AT  CHAPEL  PLACE,
COLLINGWOOD  STREET,  COUNDON.

1 ONLY- SPECIAL 4 BED
En-Suite + Family Bathroom, Fully Fitted
Kitchen with Dishwasher, Washer/Dryer,
Fridge-Freezer, Oven/Gas Hob, Burglar

Alarm, EnclosedOff-Street Private
Parking.

Only £129,950.
(With 10% Deposit Paid,)
You Pay £116,995

4 ONLY - QUALITY AFFORDABLE 1ST-TIME
BUYER HOMES

Contact Dick Janney of JRJ Developments Ltd
on 07831 802 682

2 Bed, Fully Fitted Kitchen with Washer/Dryer,
Fridge-Freezer, Oven/Gas Hob, Off-Street Private

Parking.
From Only £89,950.

(With 10% Deposit Paid for 1st Time Buyers,)
You Pay Only £80, 965.
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Tel: 01388 774154
Mobile 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR
 ELECTRICAL AND
T.V AERIAL NEEDS.
LOCAL - RELIABLE
and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL

SERVICES

SHAUN HUMBLE
SUMMER DEALS!

M.O.T.
FREE Battery check.

FREE Anti freeze check
FREE Tyre check.

We take all major Credit
Cards

01388 778070

R. ALDWORTH
Painter & Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES
All work Guaranteed

Tel:
07754 272548

(01388) 777389

It is predicted that thousands
of pounds of repairs will be
needed for a Shildon home,
after tenants left the house
in a shocking state of
disrepair.
The house,  in Frevil le
Street, was let to a young
couple and their  three
children, who abandoned
the house leaving behind
most of their belongings, as
well as their three dogs.
The Jack Russell, Lurcher
and mongrel  dogs were
locked inside the house for
three days,  causing
neighbours to become
increasingly concerned for
their well-being.
The R.S.P.C.A were called,
as well as the Police and
Social Services.
When Allison Dyson's
Estate Agents arrived to
clear the house, they could
not believe that a place
could be left  in such a
deplorable state.
Dog foul was found in every
corner of the house,

including the bedrooms,
kitchen, bathroom and on
the furniture.
Due to the sheer amount of
excrement,  al l  of the
contents of the house had
to be thrown into a skip,
including a three-piece
suite, carpets, chairs, beds
and childrens' toys.
Windows were found to be
broken and doors damaged,
which will  add to the
reparation costs.
Steven Bewley, one of the
men cleaning out the house,
said, "I am an ex-Policeman
with ten years service and I
have never come across a
house in such a filthy state,
especially as the tenants are
in their early twenties with
three young children."
A neighbour spoke of his
shock,  saying,  "You
normally only hear of this
sort of thing in high-rise
flats in London, but this
couple are from Shildon.
How can they live like this?"
"They have now moved
house without any furniture,
who is going to pay for them
to be re-settled?"

SHOCK AT TENANTS
WHO ABANDON PETS

IN FILTHY HOME

COMMUNITY ORDER
LIKELY FOR SHILDON

MAN
A Shildon man was listed to
return to a local Magistrates'
Court last week in order to
be sentenced for offences
committed in February and
late May of this year.
When Geoffrey Ward
appeared before the South
Durham Magistrates sitting
at Newton Aycliffe on the
5th of June,  he entered
'Guilty' pleas to charges of
'assault occasioning actual
bodily harm',  'using
threatening,  abusive or

insult ing words or
behaviour' and 'resisting a
Police Constable in the
execution of his duty'.
The 'assault' was committed
in February, whilst the other
offences occurred in May,
all three taking place in
Shildon.
At the Hearing in early June,
the si t t ing Magistrates,
having heard the facts of
the case,  requested the
Probation Service to
prepare a full Pre-Sentence
Report  on 50 year-old
Ward, of Jasmine Avenue in
Shildon.
The Probation Service was
asked to consider all possible
sentences,  including a
custodial  one,  when
compiling the Report.
It is understood that, at last
week's sentencing Hearing,
the sentencing
recommendation contained
in the Probation Service's
Report was an 18 month
Community Order.

LOCAL PUPILS TAKE PART IN
SUCCESSFUL ORIENTEERING

FESTIVAL
Around 140 children from
St John’s, Thornhill and
Timothy Hackworth junior
schools in Shildon, along
with Sugar Hill, Vane Road
and Aycliffe Village schools
in Newton Aycliffe,  took
part in a very successful
Orienteering Festival  in
Hackworth Park last
Monday.
The event was organised by
Mike Hardy, Development
Officer from Cleveland
Orienteering Club,  ably
supported by Phill Batts,
Mrs Hardy,  Sunnydale
School Sports Development
Officer Joe Grant, Junior
Sports Leaders from
Sunnydale and Woodham
schools and Pilgrim Club
volunteers.
The fine weather and
commitment of those taking
part produced some good
performances,  with St
John’s pair  Lewis
Coatsworth and Jaylee
Nelson completing the 29
control  point  course in
12:26 minutes.
The boys were closely
followed by running pairs
Joe Samuels and Sean
Cambell ,  also from St
John’s, with a time of 26:42.
The Festival winners were
Sugar Hill with 563 points,
followed by  Aycliffe Village
with       524 points.
St John’s came third with
513 points whilst Thornhill
and Timothy Hackworth
followed closely with 470
points and 426 points
respectively and Vane Road
managed 379 points.
The event was attended by

Shildon's Durham County
Councillor and Pilgrim Club
Trustee, Dorothy Bowman.
Dorothy is a keen supporter
of children’s activities and
is currently promoting
opportunities for more local
schools to become involved
in orienteering activities
and future festivals.
Dorothy went on to say,
“This was the first festival
to be organised on the
recently commissioned
Pilgrim Club orienteering
course in the park, and the
club volunteers are elated at
the events success.  When

we set  out to introduce
orienteering as a
mainstream Pilgrim Club
activity, our ambition was
to create an avenue for any
local youngster to be able
to access the sport. I think
that has been initiated today
and, with the continuing
commitment of the club’s
volunteers, more festivals
and activities will surely
follow.”
Maps of the Hackworth
course can be obtained for
£1.50 from Shildon Town
Council offices. Tel 01388
772563.

Pupils from Timothy Hackworth school getting their last
minute instructions  from Mrs Hardy at the start point.

See us on the web at
www.shildontowncrier.com

www.shildonmotorco.co.uk
Redworth Road, Shildon, DL4 2JT

Tel: 01388 778492
QUALITY USED CARS

All cars sold with 12 months M.O.T., Road Tax,
Service and Warranty.
Over 50 Quality Cars.

All makes and models serviced at reasonable prices
Fax (01388) 778413

Kh driving
drive with confidence

Quality driving instruction at
competitive prices

Pass Plus & refresher lessons
Student & block booking

discounts available
Intensive courses for fast results

01325 318 005
07853 319 835
khdriving@aol.com

The men clearing the house had to wear protective suits
and masks when they entered the residence.
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PREMIER
PODIATRY

Appointments  available
every Saturday morning
at  Burke Street Surgery,

 Shildon.
Discount for OAPs

This Shildon resident is concerned about the way
vehicles are parking in her area..........

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker
Siesta BlindsSiesta BlindsSiesta BlindsSiesta BlindsSiesta Blinds on 01325 309003

1 Brighouse Court, Newton Aycliffe Ind. Park.
Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s£££’s£££’s£££’s£££’s

factory and save

Measure & Fitting
buy direct from the

HOME SELECTION SERVICEFree

Free

For  enquiries Telephone
0790 231 7839

Home visits  on request.

Dear Editor,
I live in The Oval area of
Shildon and the parking
situation is becoming more
hazardous every day.
There are a number of
wagons, vans and cars that
insist on parking on the
pavements, or half on, half
off the pavements.
A few weeks ago, I noticed a
lady with her pushchair,
having to walk onto the road
to get past these vehicles,
into the road of an oncoming
car.

Today, exactly the same
thing has happened.
I have written to the police
about the situation in the
area with no reply.
 I fear for some small child's
life when they are forced off
the pavements by these
vehicles.
Have these drivers no sense,
and would they park in that
way if their child had to
walk into the road?
Please drivers......think!!!
Name and Address witheld

on request.

Letters to theLetters to theLetters to theLetters to theLetters to the
EditorEditorEditorEditorEditor

Dear Editor,
In recent weeks there have
been a small number of
inaccurate letters, along with
an advertisement, concerning
the Council proposal to
transfer the housing stock to
a new local Housing
Association, Sedgefield
Borough Homes.
I am saddened that some
people seem intent on
playing games with the future
of tenants’ homes for
political reasons, making
inaccurate and misleading
statements with the aim of
denying tenants the
investment that they have
asked for.
I would like to set the record
straight for you:
Rents will not increase as a
result of transfer; Sedgefield
Borough Homes will have a
formal legal contract with
the Council that will ensure
tenants will pay the same as
they would if homes stayed
with Sedgefield Borough
Council.
Nationally, no housing
association has ever broken
commitments made to
tenants in the offer document

The Leader of  Sedgefield Borough Council would ‘like to set the record straight’ about
the proposed housing transfer.........

on rents or on any other
matters.
Transfer would mean tenants
would get more for the same
amount of rent, with £100
million invested in homes
and the service in the first
five years after transfer.
This is because Sedgefield
Borough Homes would not
have to hand rent over to the
Government (£3.4M last
year) as the Council does, but
can use that money to invest
in homes.
Transfer will not mean higher
evictions; there is no
evidence according to the
Government to show that
evictions go up following
transfer. 
As with the Council, housing
associations have to apply
for a Court Order to evict,
and it is the Court that decides
on eviction, not the Council
or the housing association.
However, in simple terms, if
tenants pay their rent, do not
make neighbours’ lives a
misery and do not damage
their home they will have no
fear of eviction.
Tenants’ security of tenure
would be no less  secure

because of the transfer.
Tenants’ rights would be set
down in a new tenancy
agreement from Sedgefield
Borough Homes.
All the main rights Council
tenants currently enjoy will
be protected by Sedgefield
Borough Homes.
As with any new organisation,
there would be set-up costs,
but these are relatively small
when set against the extra
£65million that would be
spent in the first five years.
Senior management within
the organisation would be
paid according to the industry
standard for their roles.
Tenants who sit on Sedgefield
Borough Homes’ board would
have to approve these salaries
and they wouldn’t be in the
business of creating fat cats
to run their own organisation.
What motivates me as Leader
of the Council is delivering
real benefits and improved
services for people in the
Borough and the promises we
are making to tenants does
exactly that.
Transfer to Sedgefield
Borough Homes will keep the
control and management of
your homes locally based, and
it will secure an initial
additional £65m investment
in the first five years
following transfer.

Yours sincerely,
Agnes Armstrong

Leader of the Council

Dear Editor,
We would just like to say
'thank-you' to John Cutting
and his volunteers who took
13 young people away this
weekend.
Three of my children went
away with them and had a
fabulous weekend. They

enjoyed doing things that
they wouldn't normally get
the chance to do.
Its  great  to see an
organisation which caters
for youngsters and gives
them these opportunities.
Many thanks.

Mr & Mrs J. Lee-Shield.

This couple would like to thank John Cutting from The
Pilgrim Club for giving youngsters the opportunity to

try new things.

Dear Editor,
I am calling on your readers
to help a worthy cause and
donate their unwanted or
broken jewellery to leading
health charity Diabetes UK.
If  anyone has an odd
cufflink or a watch that
doesn’t tick, I urge them to
send it to Diabetes UK who
will then convert the old
jewellery into crucial funds
to support diabetes research
projects.
As someone who has Type

This T.V. presenter contacted the Crier with the hope
that readers will help him with his cause......

1 diabetes, I know firsthand
just how serious it is and the
devastating complications
it can cause - like strokes
and heart disease.
There are 2.3 mill ion
people in the  UK with
diabetes and more than half
a mill ion who have the
condition but do not know
i t .
These numbers are rising at
an alarming rate, so it is
important we do all we can
to raise awareness of
diabetes and help find a cure.
You can send any unwanted
jewellery to:
Old Jewellery Appeal,
Diabetes UK , FREEPOST
LON12854, London , NW1
2YF .

Yours faithfully,
Dominic Littlewood

The One Show Presenter

Dear Editor,
In the last few years, Shildon
has seen an increase in the
number of properties rented
out in the Private Sector.
These Landlords seem to
have a complete disregard
for the residents already
living in the area, renting
properties out to drug addicts
and the like, even in the
Byerly Road area of the
town, a once sought after
area.
The residents now deal with
anti-social behaviour at all
hours of the day,  dogs
barking,  drinking in the
streets (not Teenagers but
the so-called Adults of the
town) and houses raided by
the Police.
Without going into too
much detail, when residents
are evicted from their
homes,  we face the
unpleasant boarded-up
houses for all to see (how
can we even sell a house in
this area?)
The most recent of these
evictions saw two Police
Vans and a Police car. The
house, as I write this, remains
boarded up with two dogs
still in the property and the

RSPCA unable to obtain
entry to get these animals
to safety. Over twenty four
hours in a boarded up home,
what is  this  world,  and
Shildon, coming to?
Who in all this can we blame?
The Landlords that rent out
these properties? The Estate
Agents who rent out the
properties without vetting
the people they are putting
in these homes? The parents
who are dragging these
people into the world
creating a generation of no
hopers? Or the Police, who
do not act against this kind
of behaviour?  I believe not.
The people to blame are the
likes of me and the other
people reading this who
allow these people to behave
like this.
We should all start to make
a stand against  this
generation and perhaps we
all could live in a better
society and a better Shildon.
Name and address witheld

on request.

This Shildon resident writes concerning the increase of
rented properties in her area........

To Advertise in
The Crier, Call Jeff

Ridley on
07909992731

See us on the web at
www.shildon

towncrier.com

It’s your own
Community
Newspaper

Produced and read
by members of this

wonderful community
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For all YOUR Book-keeping Needs.
ARE YOU SELF-EMPLOYED?

Want to spend more time with family &
friends instead of working?

If the answer is yes, then give Peter a
call on: 01740 664 730

to find out how we can help with your
accounts and all your administration

paperwork.
We do Vat Returns, Payroll, Invoicing,

Tax Returns and Secretarial work.
We Tailor our Services to meet your needs.

BARNES
BOOK-KEEPING SERVICES

J.  DUNN
HEATING   AND  PLUMBING  SERVICES

Combi  plus  five  Radiators  from  £2300
Tailor-made packages to suit

Five year guarantee. Free estimates
Gas servicing and repairs

Landlord Certificates.      Gas Safety Certificates
Power flush

Also bathroom and shower installations.
email johndunn8@gmail.com

Tel: John 0782 652 7952  01388 720009
Based in Chilton

St. John's
Church
(Upstairs Hall)
Every Monday
5.30pm
with Debbie
Tel (01325) 300615

A world of smiles is
waiting for you here

CARPETS,
UPHOLSTERY

CLEANING
One room,  any size,

£20.
Then £10 per carpet.

Car and caravan
valeting from £25.00

Tel: 0791 354 8838

The Nifty Fifties will be
holding a 'Taster Day' on
Wednesday,  July 9th,  at
10.00am in the Salvation
Army Hall in Cross Street,
Shildon.
Activities will include Belly

Dancing Exercise, Dough
Craft and a Quiz.
Light lunch and
refreshments will  be
available.
The Town Crier would like
to take this opportunity to
thank the 'Nifty Fifties' for
their kind donation of £25
towards the upkeep of the
paper. Many thanks!

NIFTY FIFTIES
TASTER DAY

DDDDD.....A A A A A TTTTTAXISAXISAXISAXISAXIS
4 - 8 SEATERS

TEL:  01388 777262
FREE PHONE:

0800 0856414
IF YOU FANCY A TAKEAWAY MEAL
YOU ORDER IT WE'LL DELIVER THE

MEAL TO YOUR DOOR

Shildon Flower Club are
holding a 'Strawberry Fayre
and Open Garden'  on
Sunday,  July 6th,  at
Heartsease House in Toft
Hill.
The event will take place
from 2.00pm to 4.00pm.

and there will be 'interesting'
garden stal ls ,  f lower
demonstrations and 'lovely
views.'
The organisers say “Sorry
no dogs or children, due to
deep ponds.”
Admission is £3.00.

FLOWER CLUB HOLD
STRAWBERRY FAYRE

'SYNTHESIS'
CONCERT

'Synthesis,' Brigham Young
University's award-winning
instrumental jazz ensemble,
celebrates its thirty fifth
year of jazz greatness with
a musical feast for the ears.
The show will be held at
Neville Community Centre
in Newton Aycliffe on
Saturday,  July 19th at
3 .00pm.
Performing an innovative,
energetic blend of jazz and
other and contemporary
musical styles, the ensemble
is recognised throughout the
world as one of the top
University bands from the
United States. A Synthesis
concert  usually includes
favourites by Jazz legends
including Count Basie, Duke
Ellington, Glen Miller and
Louis Armstrong,  along
with original compositions
and arrangements.
Admission is priced at £5.
To book and collect tickets
on the door,  cal l  01325
313924 or 01325 317681.
Space is limited.

RAVE
PARTY

Hogans in Bishop Auckland
hold an Under 18's 'Eclipse'
Rave Party every month
and organisers of the event
are encouraging Shildon
'ravers' to attend.
The next party will be held
on Tuesday, July 8th, from
6.00pm to 9.00pm and
entry costs £3.00.
Guest  MC's,  The New
Monkey, MC Lyric and Mc
Xtc will be present, as well
as resident DJ's Illusion,
Gravity and the popular
Shildon DJ, Rob Quake.
A DJ and MC competition is
also held each month, and
demo's are currently being
accepted.

If the weather is kind enough to stay 'summery' this weekend, and into next
week, there is plenty going on in the local area for readers to choose from.

If the weather decides to be temperamental, you can always choose
something indoors!

WHAT'S ON?WHAT'S ON?WHAT'S ON?WHAT'S ON?WHAT'S ON?

Heighington Light Opera
Group (Affiliated to NODA)
is presenting 'A Summer
Review' which will feature
songs from their previous
productions, including W.A
Gilbert  and Sir  Arthur
Sullivan's 'Trial By Jury' in
Heighington Village Hall, on

Friday, 11th and Saturday,
12th July at  7.30pm.
Tickets include l ight
refreshments and cost
£5.00 for adults and £4.00
for Concessions and are
available from 01325
316328.

A SUMMER REVIEW

The Shildon Grey Horse
Football  Team will  be
holding i ts  Presentation
Night in the Grey Horse on
Saturday, July 12th.
All players and supporters

are welcome.
"Please join us for a good
nights entertainment with
a l ive art ist ,"  said a
spokesperson for the event
which 'Kicks Off' at 7.00pm.

PRESENTATION NIGHT

The Northern Archaeology
Group will  be holding a
'Roman Piercebridge
Convention' at The George
Hotel in Piercebridge on
Sunday,  July 13th.
The event, which is part of
National  Archaeology
Week, will take place from
10.00am to 4.00pm.
It will consist of a morning
talk by Tom Wright entitled
'The Romans arrive in

Piercebridge.'
The Piercebridge Divers,
Rolfe and Bob, show the
underwater remains of the
Roman bridge and talk about
the retrieval of the Votive
Offering Collection.
After lunch there will be a
tour of the nearby Roman
structures conducted by
Alan Richardson and
Norman Cassidy.
 Meals and refreshments are

NORTHERN ARCHAEOLOGY
GROUP HOLD CONVENTION AT

LOCAL ROMAN FORT
available at  The George
Hotel.
Everyone is welcome and
entry is free.

SPENNYMOOR GALA
The 53rd annual
Spennymoor Gala will be
taking place this weekend
on Saturday, July 5th.
A parade will be held which
will start at approximately
12.30pm from Barnfield
Road and the procession will
make its' way slowly through
the Town Centre, onto Carr
Lane and finally into the Gala
Ground in Jubilee Park.
Previous years have seen
mock battles, rugby league
matches, military vehicles
and cheerleader
demonstrations as well as
‘Culine's Fun Fair.’

Town Mayor, Councillor Ian
Harrington will judge the floats
and fancy dress competitions
and present prizes.
There will be a Table Top and
Car boot Sale,  and a Martial
Arts exhibition.
Entertainment for the
youngsters will be provided by
Balloon Al, who will be
presenting his Balloon
Demonstration Show and will
have prizes to give away.
On the showground too, there
will be fun with Dodgems and
other attractions, plus the
arrival of a Vintage Golden
Carousel.

FAMILY FUN DAY
Dean Bank Residents’
Association has teamed up
with the ‘Show Racism the
Red Card’ campaign and
Ferryhill Town Youth to
organise a Family Fun Day.
The event will take place on
Sunday, July 6th, from
11.00am at Dean Bank
Recreation Ground in
Ferryhill and will be opened
by Phil Wilson MP, along
with special guests, including
ex-Sunderland AFC player,
Gary Bennett, ex-Newcastle
United FC player, John
Anderson and ex-
Middlesbrough FC player,
Dean Gordon.

There will be an endless
number of activities on offer
at the free event, including a
youth football tournament,
rides, inflatables, drumming,
balloon race and Bollywood
dancing.
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All Aspects of Wall
and Floor Tiling

Undertaken .
Free Quotations.
Call Gary Andelin

Home: 01388 774276
Mob: 07515 104 031

gary.andelin@sky.com

Knight on the
Tiles

J.P. POTTLE
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Central Heating Installations and Repairs
Gas Servicing and Repairs

All aspects of plumbing work undertaken
No job too small.      20 Years Experience

Time served   FREE ESTIMATES   Corgi Registered
Tel: 01388 772625

Mobile: 07966 9035 64

Shildon Boxing Club
recently held a fund-raising
'Race Night' in the Three
Tuns.
The event raised a total of
£700 which will enable the
club's boxers to attend an
overseas tourament in
Cyprus in October.

Barry Johnson, from Barrier
Security in Main Street, was
good enough to match the
£700, making a grand total
of £1400.
The club is very grateful to
Barry.
Thanks also go to Billy, of
the Three Tuns.

RACE NIGHT RAISES
VITAL FUNDS FOR
SHILDON BOXING

CLUB

Ray Dixon, Barry Johnson, John Heighington and
John Robinson (front).

The Arriva Bus Company
have announced some minor
changes to services operating
around Shildon.
From Sunday, July 20th,
services 1 and 1B from
Dalington to Tow Law day
time services will  run 5
minutes earl ier  in each
direction.

From Monday, July 21st,
services 5 and 5A from
Bishop Auckland to
Darlington will be extended
to Durham, restoring links
from the Shildon area to
Spennymoor and Durham.
The Bishop Auckland to
Durham service, number 6,
will  be re -numbered to
service 5.
Service 93, West Auckland,
Shildon, Newton Aycliffe
amd Darlington will become
the 5B.

BUS SERVICE
CHANGES

Last July, United Press asked
budding poets to put pen to
paper and write a poem about
someone, or something,
from their home town.
This is  an annual
competition which carries a
1st prize of £1,000 for the
best  poem and attracts
thousands of entries
nationwide.
All the runners-up poems
are published in a book
entitled 'People and Places.'
This year,  the town of
Shildon is privileged to have
three entries amongst the
192 runners-up.

THREE SHILDON RESIDENTS
BECOME PUBLISHED POETS

When you come to visit
Shildon be it North, South
East or West, there's a hill
to climb.
We are up a little from the
rest.
Me, I think it's the best.
But I'm Shildon born and
bred,
I love this place enough said.

SHILDON
by Patricia Lowther -
Shildon's early embers are a
boom railway town.
Also the mines that brave
men went down.
People didn't have much
money.
Good neighbours helped
each other out,
Saying do you want owt
honey? These are the
people that made our town.
In hard times our families
worked and tried
What came out of this was
a sense of pride.
Times change and that was
the past,
But a lot of good things I've
found do last,

SHILDON, OUR
TOWN AND

PROUD
by Irene Wardell  -

There's always a  place which
we hold dear
It maybe a village, a town, a
city quite near
But Shildon is my town, it's
where I belong
It's the birthplace of the
railways, but alas, they've
gone.
But we've a wonderful
museum, full of trains for
our town
We've even a steam train
with rides up and down.
The house where Timothy
Hackworth lived long ago
The grounds are a picture,
they make quite a show.
There's thousands of visitors
visit our town
You can see the smiles on
their faces, there's not a
frown
They say Oh,we've enjoyed

our visit you see
They bring all the families,
because its all free.
We've a lovely park which
all people admire
A beautiful rest house with
all you require.
Plenty we have to entertain
our lads and lasses
The skate park and
playgrounds are all quite
classy.
There's big steel arches at
each end of the town
To welcome visi tors to
Shildon, the jewel in the
crown.
Most people here are
railway fanatics
We've plenty of railway
history up in our attics.
Timothy Hackworth 's
statues grace the town
His achievements make our
town proud.
Yes, our own town is steeped
in railway history
There's no wonder Shildon
is the place to be.

SHILDON
by Ian Sanderson –

Good and bad, warts and all
I'll tell it like it is
I want to paint a picture
Of the place in which I live
A shield upon a hill,
Is how it started out
Then a thriving railway
town
Of that there is no doubt
The jobs then disappeared
It's engine began to rust
And now rejuvenation
Is rising from the dust
Yes there are unruly
children
Lurking about the night
And boarded up shop
windows
Are a dismal sight
But the warmth of Shildon
people
And the welcome that they
give
Is what makes a place a
home
A home in which I live

Letter to theLetter to theLetter to theLetter to theLetter to the
EditorEditorEditorEditorEditor

This Shildon resident was 'astonished' by the Labour
Party By-election leaflet........

Dear Editor,
I constantly have to bite
my tongue when I see in
your paper and hear people
on the streets comment
that there is nothing for
the youth of Shildon to do
in this town.
I have just had a quick look
around the town centre
shop windows etc. This is a
quick list; Chess club, Youth
Football Training, Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts, Martial
Arts of various
descriptions,  The Pilgrim
Club, the Theatre Club, the
Running Club, the Sports
Centre, with its various
activities and clubs, and two
jazz bands.  There are also
activities in the centre on
the Jubilee Field’s estate.
I am sure that this list would
treble if I looked into it in
depth.  Most of these
activities are reasonably
priced (all cheaper than a
pack of cigarettes Or a six
pack of lager!) All will be
well run by dedicated staff
with the appropriate
training and qualifications.
The real truth is that certain
parents are not really
parents at all!  They will

happily go out on the town
and leave there children to
amuse themselves without
any parental guidance or
encouragement at all.
Too many of our young
parents are lost in the greed
and 'fame culture' of modern
society and need to get a grip
with reality. NOT REALITY
SHOWS!!   Spend time with
your kids and give them the
encouragement they
desperately seek. Switch off
your TVs and video games
and take them to some of
the above.     They will
become the cit izens of
Shildon we all want to see,
and hopefully, the town will
be a better place to live in
the future.
Name and Address Witheld

on request.

To
Advertise in
The Crier,
Call Jeff

Ridley on
07909992731

CALLING ALL
TRADERS

Do you have goods or
services to sell? If the answer
is yes then organisers of
Great Aycliffe Show would

like to hear from you.
It will be held on Saturday
and Sunday 23rd and 24th
August (the August Bank
Holiday weekend) on the
showfield off  School
Aycliffe Lane.
There are some trade stand
allocations still available for
hire, prices start at a total
of £70 for two days for an
outside stand or £80 for a
stand inside a marquee.
Contact  Show Co-
Ordinator, Marie Robinson
at Great  Aycliffe Town
Council on 01325 300700.


