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Merle’s
Darlington Road, Ferryhill

01740 651476
We would like to wish all our customers a 

very happy Christmas and a fabulous New Year

We would also like to thank all our customers 
past & present & give a big thank you for 

all the support & kindness shown.

After 51 years Merle’s is closing the doors, 
however Andrea, 
Lesley & Julie are 

now mobile. 
Contact us;

Andrea
07871646074

Lesley
07739112803

Julie
07516880311

Gladstones
Unisex Salon

26 Darlington Road, Ferryhill, 01740 651445

Everyone at the salon would like to wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas 

and a Prosperous 2012.
We hope to see you all next year.

10% Off Hair Styling 
With this voucher

Valid until End of February, 2012

We work closely with ‘Just Ask Janet’ on 
flexible Wedding Planning, specialising 

in Bridal & Long Hair

L’oreal  -  Matrix  -  Indola

Reprieve  for  Ferryhill  Leisure 
Centre

An easy to remember non-
emergency police number 
has been launched in our 
region.
The public are now able 
to call 101 for non-emer-
gency issues such as minor 
traffic collisions, criminal 
damage or if they want to 
speak to a local neighbour-
hood officer about an issue 
affecting their community.
The new number is being 
introduced as part of a 
national roll-out designed 
to make it easier for 
people to contact police.
Chief Constable Jon 
Stoddart said, “This 
is a simple number 
which should be easy 
to remember. We want 
people to use it when 
they're reporting a crime 
or incident, which doesn't 
need the 999 response.
"By using this number 
people will be able 
to contact their local 
officers, as well as helping 
to reduce the demands on 
the 999 system, which is 
for emergencies only.”

New  101  contact  
number launched

The new number will 
replace current non-
emergency numbers but 
calls will still be answered 
in the same police commu-
nications centres by the 
same police personnel.
When calling 101, the 
system will determine 
the caller's location and 
play a recorded message 
announcing the police 
force they're being 
connected to. If they are 
on a boundary between 
two or more forces, the 
recorded message will give 
them a choice of which 
force to be connected to.
Calls to 101 will cost 15p 
per call, no matter what 
time of day it is, or how 
long the call lasts. This 
means everyone calling the 
police will know exactly 
how much a call will cost 
them, whether they're 
calling from a landline or 
a mobile phone. Calls are 
free from public phone 
boxes.
People should continue to 
call 999 in an emergency.

A dramatic 11th hour U-turn 
appears to have saved 
Ferryhill Leisure Centre 
from demolition. A meeting 
last week approved plans 
for the centre to re-open 
as a Community Club, 
hopefully by March next 
year.
The club would lose its 
gym facilities allowing it to 
be run by volunteers, but 

retain the sports hall for 
hire as well as continuing to 
provide a home for Ferryhill 
Bowls Club – which has 
more than 150 members. 
The centre would also 
have a business incubation 
service and act as a hub 
for a performing arts club 
for young members of the 
community. The plans 
would also see a pub-bistro 

installed which would offer 
sit-down meals.
Wholesale spending cuts 
this year saw six leisure 
centres in the north-east 
face closure. Sherburn 
Leisure Centre will also be 
run as a community club 
after being handed over to 
Sherburn Village Council. 
Deerness Leisure Centre 
was taken over by Deerness 
Valley Gymnastics Club and 
Coxhoe Leisure will be run 
by Future Leisure. Abbey 
Leisure Centre in Pity Me 
will still be run by the 
council but on a reduced 
timetable. At this moment, 
only Glenholme in Crook 
has been closed.
County Councillor for 
Chilton and member of 
Ferryhill Community Part-
nership Brian Avery took 
joy from the great news, 
especially as the building 
should have already been 
demolished according to 
the council’s original plan. 
He said, “I am delighted 
that the county council has 
listened to the people of 
Ferryhill.”
He continued to warn 
against complacency 
though, “We do not want to 
land in the same financial 
difficulties the county 
found themselves in, which 
meant they had to close the 
centre in the first place.”

Plans have been approved for Ferryhill Leisure Centre to be re-opened as a Community 
Club.
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In Memoriam Birthdays Anniversaries

Classifieds
All about local people ...

              
          

Chapter
 Ferryhill
 & Chilton

Maureen & Keith Wall

Love from Pamela & John, 
Keith & Jackie

xxx

Congratulations Mam 
& Dad on your Golden 
Wedding Anniversary

23rd December

Maureen & Keith Wall

Love from Adam, 
Hannah & Nathan

xxx

23rd December 2011
Congratulations Nanna & 
Granda on your Golden 
Wedding Anniversary

Wall

Love Robert & Jennifer

23rd December 1961
Congratulations Maureen 

& Keith on you Golden 
Wedding Anniversary

Ken  Chatt

Love you forever 
my darling Ken,

Ollie & your bairns
xxxxx

The man I love 
and always will

Special Christmas 
wishes darling

Although you may 
Have heard it said 

So many times before
You are the man I truly love
The special person I adore

To tell you once again
My love for you is true
And that is  how it will  

remain
Life’s nothing without you
I truly found my soulmate

The day that I met you
And knowing that you 

loved me too
Will last my whole life 

through

Olive  Walker

Love and miss you,
Ann, Brian Maisy & family

xxx

1.10.2010

My heart still aches 
in sadness

My silent tears still flow
For what it meant 

to lose you
No-one will ever know

Keith  Walker
19.6.2007

We have so many    
memories, we think about 

you every day

Suzanne  Basham

Love Dad, Mam & Glen
xxx

Happy 30th Birthday

21st December

30!

Andrew

Love Mam, Dad & Dean

Congratulations Andrew, 
Graduating as Bachelor 
of Arts with First Class 

Honours in information and 
communication technologies

We are very proud of 
you and always knew 

you would do it

John  Benson

You were the light in my life
But now you’re a star
That shines so bright

(Benny)
29th December 2005

Missed so much
Love Hazel

Stefan  Lonsdale

Love you loads,
Mam & Ian

xxx

Happy 16th Birthday Stefan

Tommy  Simpson

Treasured memories of a 
dear Husband, Dad 

& Grandad

December 26th 1999

Love you,
Joyce & family

John  Weir

One year today 
You were taken away

To another place
So far away

Now you have gone
Our hearts are torn

You are at peace
Now the pain has gone

23.12.10

Always in our thoughts,
Love Valerie, Susan, Andrea 

& family
xxx

Christmas Memories

Christmas Memories

Kenny Richardson
Missed Christmas 

& every day

Chilton

Birthday Memories

Frank  Dunn

Loving thoughts and happy 
memories Frank, on your 

76th Birthday

23rd December

With all my love,
Your loving Wife Syb

& family
xxx

Your 1st Birthday 
We cannot share

In our hearts
You’ll always be there

Janice  Foster

Always in our hearts,
Leanne, Kendra, Tony, 

Craig & Neil

Our hearts ache more
Than words can say
We miss you more
And more each day

28.12.55 - 2.8.2011
Mam

Birthday Memories

Birthdays

Sophie  Richards

Happy 18th Birthday
May all your dreams 

come true

22.12.

Love you,
Aunty Eileen

18!

Leroy  Hopps

Happy 2nd Birthday
21.12.11

Lots of love,
Mam
xxx

Leroy  Hopps

Happy 2nd Birthday
21.12.11

Lots of love,
Aunty Kirsty

xxx

Dylan  &  Kurt

Happy 18th Birthday Dylan
Lots of love from Mam, 

Steven & little Brother Kurt
xxx

Happy 5th Birthday Kurt
Lots of love

From Mam, Dad & Dylan
xxx

Congratulations

Janice  Foster
Happy Birthday

R.I.P.
Miss you Nan

Love you,
Jordan, Demi & Callan

Services

Atlas Disco / Karaoke
Reliability guaranteed

07943511095

MOVING A THING?
From £12.50. Call Phil.
Phone 01325 321084 

or 07790 509925

Discuss any of the stories or 
articles from The Chapter at 

The North East Forum
www.neforum2.co.uk/smf

Property
2 Bed Family Home For Rent
On Faraday Street, Ferryhill, 
near the allotments at the top 

end. Good neighbours. 
Long term let.

Call 07921214180
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During my year in office I decided to raise funds for 
Macmillan Cancer Support and Darlington Memorial 
Hospital (Cancer Support, ward 43) as both charities 
are very important to me and many others.  To date 
I have held a number of fundraising events in a bid 
to raise vital funds for both these worthy charities.  
I would like to thank all those who have assisted 
and supported me in my fundraising efforts so far.

There have been a number of interesting changes 
during 2011. One of those projects that finally 
come to fruition is the skate park which is proving 
to be extremely popular. 2012 is set to be another 
equally interesting year. Planned schemes including 
the new housing development by Bett Homes has 
received large volumes of interest, the Esh devel-
opment planning application has been submitted, 
Green Fund has been set up and the demolition 
of Dene Terrace has been agreed plus the new 
doctors’ site has been finally confirmed. 

Since becoming Mayor, I have had the pleasure of 
meeting lots of interesting people and attended a variety of events.  I feel proud and honoured to represent Chilton and will 
have some wonderful lasting memories once my term in office ends. Personal highlights for me this year include attending the 
Northumbria in Bloom Presentation where the town was awarded a silver medal in the small town category.  We are hopeful that 
thanks to the efforts of the Town Council, Durham County Council, SE Landscaping and pupils from Chilton Primary School we may 
get an award in 2012. 

I particularly enjoy events where residents turn out to show their support, as this reflects the town’s uplifting community spirit. 
Once again large numbers turned out for the annual Miner’s Gala Parade, Town Gala Day and this year’s Remembrance Service 
at the Cenotaph was also a very memorable occasion, which seemed even more poignant as local resident Simon Howe played 
the Last Post and Rouse on the coronet. Of course, the most recent event was the Christmas Lights Switch On. I was delighted 
to perform the official switch on along with Charlotte James and Olivia Hopper. It was heart warming to see the large crowds 
of people who turned out despite the cold weather.  On behalf of Chilton Town Council, I would like to wish everyone a Mery 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

In May I was very honoured to accept the invitation 
of being the Mayor of Ferryhill.

Christmas is a time for giving and receiving, a time 
for sharing and caring for each other, a time for 
reaching out the hand of friendship and for making 
sure that all the members of our community are 
included.  

On behalf of all the Ferryhill Town Council staff 
and members, and also on behalf of myself as the 
Mayor and my consort Mrs Ann Kells, can I take this 
opportunity to wish you all in Ferryhill Town a very 
Merry Christmas and all the very best for the New 
Year.

May the good Lord be with you all at this time of 
the year. 

From Ken Campbell the Mayor and my consort Mrs 
Ann Kells, thank you all.

Messages  from  the  
Mayors of Ferryhill &  Chilton

Ken Campbell - Mayor of Ferryhill

Maureen Errington - Mayor of Chilton

Mayor of Ferryhill, Councillor Ken Campbell.

Mayor of Chilton Maureen Errington
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FlexibleConveyancing
Thinking of buying or 
selling your house?

Taking out a mortgage? 
Transferring a property? 
Discharging a mortgage?

Conveyancing is our 
game - being flexible 

is our aim.
For a fast, friendly 
service and to get a 

quotation please ring 
Sharon on

07595 471 207
Hope to speak to you soon!

DenhamFields
Rear Commercial Street, Ferryhill Station, DL17 ODF

MOT  CENTRE
All classes of MOT undertaken including scooters, 

motorbikes, trikes, 3 wheelers, cars, vans (including 
class 5) mini bus, motor homes & limousines

We now supply and fit all makes of tyres
 for cars, motorbikes, vans etc

Wheel tracking & alignment,  Repairs, Services, Private & 
Commercial Vehicles, Auto Electrician, Competitive Price, 

Quality Workmanship, State of the Art Diagnostics Machine

Telephone 01740 657799
Mobile 07973710585  &  Fax 01740 654991

Opening Hours:
6.00am - 6.00pm Mon to Fri        7.00am - 1.00pm Saturday

JUMP START YOUR CAR INTO WINTER
For only £20 get a pre-winter safety check 

and get a FREE essential gift pack

It’s a busy time for our posties
As they walk from street to street

Carrying their sacks of letters
On ever tiring feet

It must be rather tedious
Opening and closing each gate

Checking they’ve got the right number
As people watch and wait

Some letter boxes are in the middle
Some at the bottom or top

Some have a strong spring too
And can easily give fingers the chop

Then there’s the dog in the garden
Is it friend or is it foe?

Our posties will never know
Until up the path they go

They’re out in all weathers
Be it sun, rain, wind snow or hail

But nothing ever deters them 
Getting through it all with the mail

So here’s a word of thanks
Not just for now but the whole year through

Being a postie is certainly a job
That I wouldn’t like to do

Poetry Corner
Untitled

By Geoff Gregg - ex Ferryhill

As the construction of 
affordable homes drops by 
a dramatic 97% compared 
to last year’s figures, 
one of County Durham’s 
largest housing providers 
has broken ground on its 
first new-homes develop-
ment in a bid to tackle 
the problem across south 
Durham.  
Livin (formerly Sedgefield 
Borough Homes) is investing 
a total of £11.6million in its 
new home development 
programme and plans to 
build 100 new homes over 
the next four years.
£1.85million of funding has 
been received from the 
Government’s Affordable 
Homes Programme.
Twenty nine properties are 
due to be built in the first 
phase of the programme 
comprising of a mix of 
two and three bedroom 
bungalows Ferryhill, as 
well as in Newton Aycliffe 
and Middlestone Moor.
National construction and 
development specialist 

£11m  investment  for  people 
livin  in  south  Durham

The  Worx
Beauty & Tanning

Tel: (01740) 652006
GHD XMAS PACKS NOW IN STOCK

9 MAIN STREET, FERRYHILL

Welcoming our new Beauty Therapists
Danielle & Lauren

Book for Xmas, appointments are filling up fast!
Beauty & Nails: Monday - Saturday

Nail extensions French Tip & Spray Tan, 
Fake Bake or St. Tropez £25

Eyelash Extensions & Eyebrow Wax or Shape £15
Minx nail foils, fingers or toes £10
Vibro Plates £20 for 180mins - 

plus free use of toning tables

Silver status, (front left to right) executive director people and communities Alan Boddy 
and Head of Human Resources Helen Darby with (back left to right) executive director 
finance and governance Alan Smith and livin chief executive Colin Steel. 

Southdale has been 
appointed to build the 
homes on behalf of livin.
Chief executive for livin 
Colin Steel said, “The 
need for social housing 
is growing rapidly and 
securing funding of this 
scale will offer a massive 
boost for the community 
as well beginning to tackle 
the housing shortage in the 
area.
“Investing in our communi-
ties is at the heart of what 
we do and this is the start 
of a series of new housing 
developments for the 
company.”
The homes, which will 
be built to strict envi-
ronmental standards, 
boast a range of energy 
saving features including 
high levels of insulation, 
double glazing and draught 
proofing to help tenants 
save money on utility bills, 
as well as being more en-
vironmentally responsible.
Southdale’s North East 
Regional Director, Paul 

Oldridge said, “Southdale 
are delighted to be working 
in partnership with livin on 
this flagship community 
regeneration scheme.
“Southdale look forward to 
engaging with residents on 
the positive changes which 
will occur within in their 
neighbourhoods and are 
committed to providing a 
number of apprenticeships 
and recruitment oppor-
tunities for local people 
across the area.”
The properties, which are 
already generating a lot 
of interest, will be let to 
people in housing need and 
the first homes are expect 
to be occupied by summer 
2012.
Further information on 
property allocation will 
be issued by livin over the 
coming months. Alterna-
tively, to keep up-to-date 
with news and updates 
about the development, 
follow livin on twitter @
weare_livin or visit livin.
co.uk.

DAY  SPA
We still have availability for Christmas Spa Days

Open Between Christmas & New Year
Gift Vouchers Available

Broom Mill
We wish to thank all our clients for their 

continuing support over the year
We wish everyone the best for 2012

High Hill House Farm, Dean Bank, Ferryhill, DL17 8RL
Tel: 01740 654225
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Our caring staff are here to listen and
advise you, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

- Funeral Pre-payment Plans 
- Memorial masonry 
- Floral Tributes

Shildon Elm Cottage, Church Street 
01388 774 853

142978_Were_in_the_News_60x70.indd   1 09/07/2010   12:13

Ferryhill Dean House, Parker Terrace

01740  651 329

The Mayor of Chilton, 
Councillor Maureen 
Errington, would like 
to thank all those who 
attended, donated prizes, 
baked and assisted at the 
recent Mayor’s Charity 
Coffee Morning, as well as 
Sharron and Allison from 
Chilton Workingmen’s Club.
Whilst in office Maureen 
is raising funds for 
Macmilllan Cancer Support 
and Darlington Memorial 
Hospital (Ward 43 Cancer 
Support).  Thanks to the 
support an additional 
£66.40 was raised.

EXPRESS MOTOR FACTORS
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

We are open to the public, arrange dealer car parts 
and sell a full range of motoring products

10% OFF
With this voucher 

(Limited time
retail customers 

only)

Number Plates * Oil * Motorbike 
Plates * Car & Motorbike Batteries 
* Exhausts * Timing Belts * Filters * 
Brake Discs & Pads * Light Bulbs * 

Window Wipers and much more

Call in or contact us for expert advice
48 North Street, Ferryhill, County Durham, DL17 8HX

TEL: 01740 652 926
Distributor

Residents of Tenlands Care 
Home were recently visited 
by T & D Morgan School of 
Dancing, a dance troupe 
based in Darlington.
Fourteen dancers and 
their teachers put on an 
exhibition of several dance 
styles, all set to Christmas 
music.
The staff and residents of 
Tenlands had a wonderful 
morning, enjoying the 
company of the young 

dancers and reminiscing 
about times gone by.
Connie Davison spent 
most of the show in tears, 
stating she had “never seen 
anything so lovely”.
Margaret Johnson who has 
lived in Tenlands for almost 
eight years said, “It took me 
back many years to a time 
when I used to go dancing 
with my husband Walter. It 
really was a lovely surprise 
and I had to fight back the 

tears when I saw the little 
ones dancing”.
Home Manager Karen 
Davison would like to thank 
Kelly Farr, who works in 
HC-One Head office, for 
arranging the visit.
Kelly teaches dancing in 
her spare time and was 
delighted to be able to go 
into Tenlands with her pupils 
to spread the Christmas 
spirit amongst the residents 
with their dance show.

Resident Connie Davison with the dancers and their teachers.

Tenlands  residents  fight  back  
tears  at  dance  performance

Maureen’s next fundraiser 
is a Valentine’s Charity 
Night on Thursday 9th 
February at Chilton Work-
ingmen’s Club, from 7pm 
to 11pm.  There will be live 
entertainment throughout 
the evening. Tickets for the 
event are £3 per person, 
available in advance from 
Chilton Town Council or 
alternatively you can pay 
at the door.
For further details 
telephone the Town 
Council on 01388 721788 or 
log onto chiltondurham-tc.
gov.uk.

Mayor’s  thanks

Instylz
Ladies & Gents Salon, 2 Rutherford Terrace, Ferryhill

01740 651465

Donna, Sara & Nicky would like to wish everyone 
A Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year.

Thanks for your loyal support since we 
opened in May 2011. See you in all 2012

After enjoying their 
visit from T & D Morgan 
School of Dancing, the 
residents of Tenlands 
Care Home were given a 
very unexpected gift this 
week.
The staff of B & M Stores 
in Ferryhill have been 
holding a raffle in the 
run-up to Christmas and 
very kindly donated all 
proceeds of this, a massive 
£350 to the Residents Fund 
at Tenlands Care Home.
Tenlands Manager, Karen 
Davison said, “We were 
absolutely astounded 
when we received the 
telephone call from Trish 
at B & M Stores. You 
cannot begin to imagine 
how grateful we are to be 
given this gift.
“We are ‘one big happy 
family’ in Tenlands, and, as 
I am sure you can imagine, 
a family Christmas can be 

Residents  are  overwhelmed  
with  surprise  donation

very expensive! 
“This amazing donation 
will be used to ensure 
our lovely residents have 
an even better Christmas 
than anticipated. 
“Some of the money 
donated will be used to 
buy some very special 
residents some extra 
presents – a number of 
our ladies and gentlemen 
have no family (other 
than us) so it is our plan 
to put an extra couple of 
gifts under the tree for 
each of them. 
“This will be possible only 
due to the generosity of 
the customers of B & M 
Stores.
“Some of the money will 
also be used to re-stock 
our ever - decreasing 
drinks trolley! Most of 
our residents enjoy a 
tipple and we spend on 
average £40 a week on 

sherry, port and Baileys so 
their donation will enable 
us to stock the trolley to 
bursting!  
“It isn’t unknown for 
them to share a bottle or 
so a day so they will be 
delighted to see such a 
well-stocked trolley – all 
thanks to B & M and their 
customers.
“We also hope that some 
of the kind donation 
will be used to fund an 
afternoon to the seaside 
in the New Year – fish and 
chips at Seaton Carew is 
a favourite trip for our 
residents and we will be 
able to plan this adventure 
sooner than anticipated.
“Over the festive period, 
everyone is tightening 
their purse strings so I am 
humbled that the staff and 
customers of B & M Stores 
have been so generous. 
Once again, thank you!”

Carpet Cleaning 
Offer

Lounge carpet & stair 
carpet cleaned and 

deodorised for only £35
Excellent results, 

quick drying.

A1 Cleaning 
Specialist
Call or text Ian on 

07506 565 886

CORNER 
ELECTRICAL

•	House	Rewiring
•	Additional	sockets
•	Showers
•	Inspection/testing
•	Exterior	lights
•	Burglar	alarms
•	Electric	gates
24hr Emergency Call Out
FREE QUOTES & ADVICE

Telephone Jim on
 (01740) 654 751
Mob: 07725 205 172
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EVANS & Co.
Solicitors

FREE LEGAL SURGERY
Legal Advice

 Every Thursday 
4.00pm to 6.00pm.

Appointments available, 
but not necessary.

3 Durham Road, Ferryhill.
Tel: 01740 657 444

email:ferryhill@evansco.co.uk

JOHN’S DECORATING

PAINTING  ANYTHING! 
THEN GIVE ME A RING!

(Time Served)

For all your painting and 
decorating needs.
No job too small

Special rates for O.A.P’s
For a free estimate

 phone John on Ferryhill
(01740) 657191 
or 0775 983 8076

FERRYHIll 
ROOFING 

CONTRACTORS lTD
For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 
slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on
01740 656619

or mobile 
0788 788 6558

Armstrong 
Electrics

Quality Electrical Services 
at competitive prices

Free Quotes & Advice

No Call Out Charge
Contact Gary Armstrong on

  01740 654054
  07944 444100

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

HAnDYMAn 
AvAILAbLE

No job too small

Competitive rates
Tel John: 01740 655101

0779 657 5166

Most household tasks carried out
Painting - Flat pack assembly 
- Kitchens, Bathrooms, Tiling, 

Garden Maintenance, 

Keith Mclean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage 
Conversions,

Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 
types of Building Work.

30 years experience

Local  man  amassed  
42  firearms
Edmund Welsh of Linden 
Road, West Cornforth was 
jailed for five years last 
week, after firearms officers 
found illegal weapons worth 
over £40,000 in a converted 
wardrobe at his home.
HM Revenue and Customs 
officers became aware of Mr. 
Welsh as he was importing 
rifles from the USA. They 
tipped firearms officers and 
when his home was searched 
they found 42 firearms, 20 
of which were classed as 
antiques, along with many 
types of ammunition. Mr 
Welsh had converted an 
old toilet in his yard into a 
workshop, where he also 
made his own ammunition.
Judge Howard Crowson 
threw out a plea for mercy 
under exceptional circum-
stances. 
Welsh was a member of a gun 
club and had previously held 
a license to keep firearms. 
In mitigation Welsh was 
described as a respected 
member of the shooting 
community and the gun club 
he belonged to had strict 
membership conditions. 
Chris Morrison told the court 
how he had been interested 
in firearms from a young age 
and there was no question 
of him using the weapons 
for criminal purposes. He 
said, “This is the work, not 
of some gun-obsessed crazy, 
this is the patient interest of 
an enthusiast.”
The court was told that 
Welsh was the sole carer 
of his elderly mother who 
suffers from ill-health, who 
will be forced to go into a 
care home as a result of her 
son’s imprisonment. Welsh 

admitted ten charges under 
the Firearms Act. 
In sentencing Judge Howard 
Crowson said, “I do not take 
the view that you intended 
to harm others or yourself. 
However, you knew the law 
and you chose to break it. 
No one can fail to be moved, 
to some degree, by the fact 
that you are a carer for 
your mother, but I cannot 
overlook the risk of these 
firearms falling into the 
wrong hands.” 
Many of the weapons date 
from the early 20th Century 
and will be offered to the 
Royal Armouries and may 
well end up being on public 
display.

DRIVING 
LESSONS

Driving lessons with local experienced 
professional DSA approved instructor

Phone or text 
0776 123 9931

CHRISTMAS GIFT 
VOUCHERS

6 LESSONS - £80

W. BURDESS 
ElECTRICS

Domestic and 
Commercial
All aspects of 

work
Part P Registered Member of the 

NIC EIC

       

Telephone
(01740) 657045
Mobile: 0788 172 2393

Services 
& Repair

Free Quote

HEATING  &  PlUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler Installations, 

Tel: 07826527952

J. DUNN

01388 720009

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

AppliAnce RepAiRs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

fRee locAl cAll out
Call Darren

Domestics Direct
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

KS Building Services
We specialise in all your 
Painting & Decorating 

requirements. 
Also all aspects of Joinery includ-
ing kitchens, tiling and laminate 
flooring. Fencing and Guttering.

Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

44 Years Experience
01740 651778
07931 801103

Backlash over German bin deal
Durham County Council 
has defended its decision 
to award a new multi-mil-
lion pound bin deal to a 
German company, despite 
bids from UK based 
companies. The council 
is planning to introduce 
fortnightly ‘twin bin’ col-
lections across the whole 
of the county next April, 
despite fears over smell 
and vermin gathering with 
a longer gap in between 
bin collections. 
The German based firm 
ESE was awarded a £4.2m 
contract for the supply of 
225,000 twin bins, which 
will manufacture the units 
in Germany or France 
before shipping them to 
the north-east. Several UK 
bids, including one from a 
company offering a deal 
£250,000 cheaper, were 
turned down in favour of 
ESE. Council chiefs said 
they followed European 
procurement rules, which 
means they are not able 
to favour UK companies. 
They were clear that the 
winning bid produced the 
all-round best deal, not 
judging on price alone.
People have spoken out at 
their anger at taxpayers’ 
money being sent abroad, 

at times of cost-cutting 
and joblessness, when 
this contract could have 
been awarded domesti-
cally to help revive the 
economy.
Andrew Allison from the 
Taxpayers’ Alliance said, 
“The council could have 
saved a lot of money here. 
You would have thought it 
would have supported UK 
companies.” He added 
that he thought weekly 
bin collections were an 
“essential service” which 
many families relied on.
Doretta Cocks from the 
Campaign for Weekly 
Waste Collection said, 
“I am quite shocked 
to hear that council 
taxpayers’ money is being 
squandered in this way. 
It is so important that 
our British companies are 
supported at this difficult 
time and I would urge the 
government to investigate 
this matter.”
Bidders were told that 
a decision would not be 
made on price alone and 
that the council must 
have confidence that the 
winning company could 
deliver on all require-
ments. Darren Knowd, 
corporate procurement 

manager for DCC said, 
“Taking into account 
both the price and the 
quality requirements of 
the project, the winning 
bidder produced the best 
all round offer which 
provided the council with 
greater assurance that 
the project would be sat-
isfactorily completely.” 
He added that the council 
is “very committed” to 
providing opportunities 
for local companies, 
having awarded more 
than 55% of contracts to 
north-east firms.
Many councils have 
already introduced fort-
nightly bin collections in 
an effort to encourage 
household recycling. But 
the government want 
to reverse the trend, 
working with councils to 
increase the frequency 
and quality of bin col-
lections, but admitting 
that it could not allocate 
extra cash in this matter. 
Twin bins has operated 
in Derwentside for some 
years and the rollout of 
the service countrywide 
would save approximately 
£1m a year and hugely 
increase recycling.

SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

TAXIS
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P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

BlINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
1 Brighouse Court, Newton Aycliffe Ind. Park.

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEl OF REST.

COMPlETE FUNERAl SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONAllY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Tel: 651350
Mobile: 0777 4704739

1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHIll.

160 YEARS IN  FERRYHILL

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Your Single Digital 
Aerial Fitted.

FreeSat installations.
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any 

Written Quote, Plus 
Network Your House 

& Tune In
Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541
0770 643 2113

CORNERSTONE 
MOBILITY

1st for scooter, stairlift, wheel-
chair etc SERVICE & REPAIR

Tel: 07717 273 854

A group of Carol Singers 
who toured the pubs in 
Ferryhill Village on Friday 
16th December raised 
a fantastic £260 for the 
Bubble Foundation (for 
babies born without 

immune systems).
One of the carollers 
commented, “We would 
like to say a sincere thanks 
to those who gave so 
generously. We were made 
welcome everywhere.”

Carollers  sing  for  
charity

Meikles Solicitors
Offices throughout County Durham:

8 North Street, Ferryhill - Tel: 01740 652811
Clyde Terrace, Spennymoor - Tel: 01388 814336

23 Victoria Avenue, Bishop Auckland - Tel: 01388 451122

A very Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year from everyone at Allisons

Of Ferryhill
Purveyors of Fine Food. Quality Meat sourced 

from Local Farms. Established in 1970.

We wish all our customers 
A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
From John & staff at Allison’s of Ferryhill

Star Sausage Winner 2010-2011. nE Pork Pie Champion.

The Manor House
Market Street, Ferryhill
Telephone: 01740 654322

Season’s Greetings To All Our Customers
Hope to see you all next Year

Season’s Greetings from all the staff at

The Worx
9 Main Street, Ferryhill, 01740 652006

Nails, Beauty, Piercing, 
Tanning & Toning

Open Mon-Fri 9am - 8pm
Sat 9am - 5pm

Staff at The Ferryhil & 
Chilton Chapter would like 
to take this opportunity 
to thank our readers, con-
tributors and advertisers 
for making this paper what 
it is and for your continued 
support.
We would also like to say 
thank you to a few people 
who help bring you your 
paper every week, come 
rain, shine or snow!
Most of  our contributors 
are volunteers  without 
whom, as a not-for-profit 

company, we would not be 
able to run. 
Thank you to Dave O’Hara, 
who runs the Chapter 
website and to Barbara 
Spears and John Brennan, 
two voluntary contribu-
tors.
Thanks also to everyone at 
K&M Print and to our dis-
tributor, Rachel Ridley.
Thank you to Ferryhill and 
Chilton Libraries who allow 
readers to leave their con-
tributions with them and to 
our many deliverers, who 

A  big  Christmas  ‘thank  you’ 
from  The  Chapter  Staff

do a fantastic job in every 
weather conceivable.
Our biggest appreciation, 
however, is for you, our 
readers, who make this 
paper what it is. Without 
your news and information 
we would not be able to 
fill the paper every week. 
Please keep it coming!
Merry Christmas to you all 
and we look forward to 
seeing you all in 2012!
From Jeff, Les, Steph, 
Sarah & Andrew at The 
Chapter.

Residents are being 
reminded that refuse and 
recycling collections will 
change during the festive 
period.
Collections will run as 
normal up to and including 
Friday 23rd December, but 
will be carried out a day 
later than normal during 
the following week (w/c 
Monday 26th December).
Collections that are due to 

Christmas  bin  collection  
dates

take place on Friday 30th 
December, will be carried 
out on Saturday 31st 
December.
During the week 
commencing 2nd January, 
2012 collections will again 
be one day later than 
normal.
Collections will be back 
to normal in all areas of 
the county from the week 
commencing 9th January  

2012.
Between Boxing Day and 
Friday 6th January, there 
will be no bulky waste 
collection service. This 
service will resume from 
Monday 9th January.
Full details of collections 
over the Christmas and 
New Year holidays can be 
found at www.durham.gov.
uk/holidaybins or by calling 
0300 123 7070.

of our wonderful community
               

         Chapter
 Ferryhill
 & Chilton At the heart

How to contact us:
By email or online:
thechapter@talk21.com or www.thechapter.org
By post or in person:
The Chapter, First Floor, Town Council Offices, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon. DL4 1AH.
By telephone or voicemail:
(01388) 775896 or 07909 992 731.
Leave items for the paper at:
Ferryhill Library or Chilton Library.
How to advertise:
We can design an eye catching advert tailored 
to your specific needs. A breakdown of costs is 
available online at www.thechapter.org.
The Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter is delivered free of charge to 
homes and businesses in Ferryhill, Chilton, Windlestone, Bishop 
Middleham, Ferryhill Station and Rushyford.
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MEIKLES SOLICITORS
8 North Street, Market Place, Ferryhill

Telephone : 01740 652811
Email : ferryhillreception@

meikles-solicitors.co.uk
FOR ALL LEGAL MATTERS

Accident and Injury Claims – Employment
House Sales & Purchases – Wills and Probate

Child Care Cases – Matrimonial – Crime
Established over 75 years

NEALE  GRAVER
Joiner

PROPERTY  MAINTENANCE
Fitted Kitchens

Bathrooms, Tiling
Windows, Doors, Conservatories

PVCu Fascias
Soffits & Guttering

Internal Doors, Skirting etc
Locksmith Services 
(24 hour call out)

Mobile: 07525 064587
Tel: 01740 654635

JRB TAXIS of Ferryhill
Competitive Rates - Airports

Contracts - Nights Out
Newcastle Airport £62 return

Durham £25 return
Bishop Auckland £20 return
Tel:   01740 653 731
Mob: 07709 050 184

Top  talent  spotter  is  honoured 
with  Chairman’s  Medal

A woman who spotted that 
‘County Durham has talent’ 
has received a top award 
for services to Community 
Arts and Young People.
Two years ago, Andrea 
Mallen Flynn opened an 
office in Ferryhill and 
worked with a number of 
schools in the town where 
she quickly spotted that 
a lot of young people had 
natural talent and a raw 
energy for the arts.
She developed a high 
quality arts provision for 
young people and formed 
a Community Interest 
Company now known as 
Enter CIC. 
And such has been its 
success, young people on 
the Enter CIC programme 
have been fortunate to 
work with guest lecturers 
and celebrities and over 

2,000 have benefitted from 
this expertise.
Now, thanks to Andrea’s 
foresight, vision and 
creative work, the future 
is bright for many of these 
young people.
As a way of marking her 
success, Andrea has been 
awarded the Chairman’s 
Medal from Councillor 
Dennis Morgan, the 
Chairman of Durham, 
County Council.
After watching a medley 
of short extracts from a 
group of talented young 
people, Councillor Morgan 
said, “Andrea has done a 
wonderful job. Her aim 
is not to just put County 
Durham children on the 
stage – her aim is to put 
them on the world stage.
“It’s not just about 
performing arts - it’s about 

giving young people the 
chance to discover new 
things about themselves 
and their community. 
Andrea fully deserves the 
Chairman’s Medal.”
When it comes to experience 
they don’t come much more 
experienced than Andrea 
who has over 22 years 
teaching experience. She 
is a consultant for several 
education authorities, TV 
Production companies, 
performing arts schools and 
examination boards. 
Such is Andrea’s standing 
that recently she was asked 
to develop and coordinate 
a dance programme for a 
large scale international 
project in Sri Lanka and 
worked with over 700 Sri 
Lankan children, resulting 
in a performance attended 
by over 1,000 people.

Andrea Mallen Flynn proudly holds her Chairman’s Medal.

The Greyhound
01740 655151

Live Entertainment 
Every Friday 
& Saturday

Elaine, Liz & Staff would like to 
offer Season’s Greetings to 

all their customers
Beer is our 
speciality

B OLIVER
OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS

Mrs Jackson, Janice & Leila would 
like to wish all our patients a 

Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

27 Darlington Road, Ferryhill, 01740 651248

The Wheatsheaf
Friday 23rd December from 8.30pm

Smokin’ barrels

Thursday 29th December from 8pm
Karaoke with Liza

Boxing Day from 2pm
Steve King

Everyone at The Wheatsheaf would like to 
say a Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 07748 044808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

XMAS GUITAR 
LESSONS
BLOCK BOOK 

LESSONS NOW!
Professional, Qualified 

& Experience Tutor

Contact Chris on
07877 403012

Based in Spennymoor

FREE INTRODUCTORY LESSON
London College of Music 

Registered, CRB Checked

Flat to Let

Tel: 07736 370088

Newly refurbished one 
bed flat on Durham Road

No fees
Garage available

DSS Welcome
Would suit retired or 

single person
£80 per week

Chilton Town Council 
offices will close for the 
Christmas holidays on 
Thursday 22nd December 
and reopen on Tuesday 
3rd January.  However, the 
Council’s ground mainte-

Chilton  Council  
closure

nance contract SE Land-
scaping will be working 
where necessary.
In the event of an 
emergency contact the 
Town Clerk, Paul Gray on 
07918 685895.

The annual calendar for the 
Ferryhill History Society 
has once again proved to 
be a very popular piece 
for local walls - all stock 
of the calendar has now 
completely sold out. 
The society would like to 

Calender  sold  out
thank everyone who has 
promoted and sold the 
calender on the group’s 
behalf.


