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Food  Festival  to  be  
two  day  event

A new developer, inde-
pendent of the current 
Tindale Crescent site, has 
come forward with plans 

New  retail  park  development  
to  include  cinema  complex

to build a substantial 
retail and leisure complex, 
which will include a multi-
screen cinema at St Helen 

Auckland. The 24 acre 
derelict site stretches from 
behind the Tindale Crossing 
Pub to opposite the Bishop 
Auckland FC stadium.
John Goode, of Land 
Planning Partnership, who 
have purchased the site, 
is expecting to submit the 
initial planning application 
by next week. 
He predicts that the first 
phase of the project, which 
will include the cinema 
complex, could be open by 
mid to late 2014.
Craig Kipling of Create 
Architecture, a partner 
in the development, says 
that a number of major 
retailers have already been 
approached, who have 
expressed an interest in 
the development subject 
to planning permission 
being obtained.
The site partners held 
a public consultation at 
Heritage Park, Bishop 
Auckland’s football ground 
earlier in the week, which 
saw a steady stream of 
visitors, all of whom were
(continued on page 2) 

Craig Kipling, left and Land Planning Partnership Director, John Goode are predicting 
that the development will be open for business in the next two years.

The town’s annual food 
festival has grown so 
popular with visitors that 
it is set to become a two 
day event in 2013.
The Bishop Auckland Food 
Festival will take place on 
Saturday 20th April and 
Sunday 21st April, being 
held over two days for 
the first time in its 9 year 
history.
Kate James, Visit County 
Durham’s festivals and 
events manager said, 
“Bishop Auckland Food 
Festival is already an ex-
ceptionally popular event, 
attracting well in excess 
of 20,000 people over a 
single day.
“We’re now looking to 
take the event to the next 
level by developing the 
core offer, and would love 
to hear from producers 
and contemporary craft 
makers from the North 
East, Cumbria, North-
umberland and Yorkshire 
who are interested in 
exhibiting.

“For food we’re par-
ticularly interested 
in provenance and 
products with a regional 
resonance, and with craft 
we’re looking for those 
artists who are creating 
something truly unique.
“The festival is all about 
highlighting the quality 
food and drink being 
served across the region 
and the mouth-watering 
selection of the finest 
regional and national 
produce.”
This year’s stalls included 
those selling artisan 
breads; charcuterie; 
organic wines; award 
winning cheese; seafood; 
meat and game. 
If you would like to be 
considered for the 2013 
festival, email kate.
james@durham.gov.uk 
and enter your trading 
name and BAFF 2013 in 
the subject line. Include 
as much information as 
possible and also images 
where applicable.

LEM’S
Fish Restaurant

3-4 Tenters Street, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 7AB

Tel: 01388 665955

Sunday 9th December: 12 - 5pm
Sunday 16th December: 12 - 5pm
Sunday 23rd December: 12 - 5pm

We will be open on the following 
Sundays in the run up to Christmas

Licensed Restaurants 
& Takeaway Service Available

Open Mon - Sat 
from 11am 
- 8.30pm

Disabled Facilities 
& Waitress Service

Children’s Menu

Serving the people of the North-East for over 50 years

Legges Florist Ltd
49 Fore Bondgate, Bishop Auckland

01388 662919
Long established Town Centre Florist 

is now under new ownership

NOW 

UNDER

NEW 

OWNERSHIP

NOW UNDERNEW 
OWNERSHIP

Flowers for all occasions 
including Weddings, Funerals, 

Birthdays, Anniversaries etc

10% Discount
On production of this ad

Valid until end of Jan 2013

www.leggesfloristltd.com
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Building & Home Maintenance Services
Garage Conversions - Loft Conversions
House Builds - Extensions - New Builds
Renovations - Brickwork & Blockwork

All Aspects of Building Work
Call Now for a 

FREE No Obligation Quote
07584 289 382
01388 604 517

Armstrong 
Electrics

Quality Electrical Services 
at competitive prices

Free Quotes & Advice

No Call Out Charge
Contact Gary Armstrong on

  01740 654054
  07944 444100

THE KING’S BALTI
187 newgate street, bishop 

auckland, 01388 604222 / 605222
The original and best Award Winning Tandoori & 

Balti Takeaway - superb Indian Cuisine every time! 
Our menu has more selections than any other in the area

We also have a well-established Delivery Service 
all around Bishop Auckland

Call in or phone your order and we guarantee 
you won’t be disappointed

Fast, Friendly Service

www.thekingsbalti.co.uk
Established over 18 years

You can also order & pay online at www.hungryhouse.com

Newly refurbished premises

Services
Image Bridal

Professional Alteration Service
On all clothing & soft furnishings.
Dress fitting service also available

136 Newgate Street
 01388 664300

www.imagedress.co.uk

Classifieds
All about local people ...

For Sale
Hornby Railway Rolling Stock

Diesel Engine 66702 £25
Brake van set £25

Steam Engine 51200 £15
2 Sets of 3 rolling stock £20 each

Fuel tanker pack £25
All boxed 00 gauge

Phone 773925 after 6pm

Safe Hygiene Teeth Whitening
Only £69. 

Tel: Trimmers on 01388 606690
Deposit required.

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 35p per word.
Call 01388 775896 or email 
bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk

Witton Park Methodist 
Chapel presented a 
‘Country Night’ at Shildon 
Civic Hall on Friday 23rd 
November in aid of Cystic 
Fibrosis and the Chapel.
A packed house saw ‘The 
Band with No Name’ 
perform songs from The 
Eagles and other bands.
Band members Andrew 
May, Wayne McAloon, Paul 
Belton and John Belton 
are all related and are 
members of the Chapel, 
with the exception of Ricky 
Dixon who was asked to 
join them for the evening. 

The enthusiastic audience 
all participated and had 
a great time, with one 
member of the audience 
commenting, “It was 
great music performed 
remarkably well, consid-
ering the band had only 
practised for three hours a 
week for five weeks!”
This is the third year 
running that the band has 
performed at the Civic and 
they hope to do it again 
next year.
The evening raised a 
fantastic £475 in aid of the 
two worthy causes.

To Let
Bishop Auckland, 

Market Place. 
2 Bed Town Houses/Flats 

completed to a high standard.
Furnished or unfurnished. 

DG/CH. 
Private parking available.

Tel: 07771 878 340
or: 07775 848 973

New opening times are set 
to be introduced in libraries 
across County Durham 
from January, when mobile 
library services will also 
change.
The measures will enable 
Durham County Council to 
make required savings of 
£1.457m without the need to 
close any library buildings.
Earlier this year, the au-
thority’s Cabinet agreed 
to reduce opening hours 
and make them consistent 
across the county.
It means that all 12 town 
centre libraries, excluding 
Clayport, in Durham, 
will open for a core of 36 
hours per week, with the 
council’s 27 community 
libraries operating a core 
of 20 hours.
The changes follow a public 
consultation earlier this 
year, which saw more than 
91 per cent of Citizen’s 
Panel members support 
proposals to reduce 
opening hours rather than 
close libraries.

A further consultation gave 
library users the oppor-
tunity to help decide on 
specific opening times for 
each individual library.
The mobile library service, 
which saw membership fall 
by 55 per cent between 
March 2008 and March 
2011, will now only visit 
communities at least 
three miles from a library 
building, with only one 
halt in each settlement the 
library visits.
Cllr Maria Plews, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for leisure, 
libraries and lifelong 
learning, said, “These 
changes are necessary if 
we are to make the savings 
required of us.
“I am pleased that we 
have been able to involve 
users of the library service 
throughout the process, 
both in influencing our 
overall strategy and 
in deciding on specific 
opening times for their 
local facility.”

The changes will come into 
effect on Wednesday, 2nd 
January, when new phone 
numbers are also being 
introduced at all libraries.
Information on the new 
opening times, mobile 
routes and phone numbers 
is available in branch 
libraries, on mobile 
libraries and online at www.
durham.gov.uk/libraries.

New  opening  hours  for  
Bishop’s  libraries

Town Hall Library
(Starting January 2nd, 2013)

Mon: 10am - 6pm
Tue: 10am - 5pm
Wed: 10am - 1pm
Thur: 10am - 6pm
Fri: 10am - 5pm
Sat: 9.30pm - 12.30pm

Tel: To be confirmed

Woodhouse Close Library
(Starting January 2nd, 2013)

Mon: 9.30am - 7pm
Tue & Wed: Closed
Thur: 9.30am - 5pm
Fri: Closed
Sat: 9.30pm - 12.30pm

Tel: 03000 269 527

overwhelmingly supportive 
of the development, and 
in particular the cinema 
development.
A similar, £40m develop-
ment has recently been 
earmarked for Darlington, 
but Kipling does not see 
it as detrimental to the 
prospects for a similar 
site in Bishop Auckland: 
“It’s a different catchment 
area,” he says, “and 
roughly similar in size 
to Darlington. Anyone 
travelling across the 
Teesdale area would be 
passing Bishop Auckland 
on their way, so a develop-
ment here makes sense.”
Goode is encouraged by 
the positive reaction to 

the plans from visitors: 
“It is very useful for us 
to get local comments, 
which to date have been 
very supportive and give 
us further ideas as to what 
people want to see in the 
development. But clearly 
there is a great desire to 
see a cinema as part of 
that.”
As well as the cinema, the 
development is expected 
to include shops, a bowling 
alley, laser quest and res-
taurants.
The partners feel that the 
development would also 
be a benefit for the town 
as a whole, complimenting 
current plans for the town 
centre’s future.
Goode explained, “It’s not 
a ‘them and us’ scenario in 

Retail  park  development  plans

...from page 1 terms of the town centre. 
The town centre would not 
be able to accommodate 
the plans for this site; a 
cinema, large retailers, res-
taurants and the necessary 
parking space simply 
wouldn’t physically fit in 
the town centre.
“But there are plans in 
place to regenerate the 
town centre too, focussing 
on the heritage of the 
town, and we see this as 
complimentary to those 
plans.
“Generally, I think this plan 
is good for the town centre 
as it brings new jobs and 
investment into the whole 
area, which will provide the 
revenues needed to assist 
with the regeneration of 
the town centre.”

Country  night

The Band with No Name at Shildon Civic Hall.
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HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  
Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine Diagnostics
Sat Nav Systems

Hands Free Phone Kits
Key Coding - ECU Coding

Car Alarms - Air Conditioning

Tel:  01388  604717

Cables Taxis
50 Princes Street

01388 602313

Big enough to cope, 
small enough to care!

All airports covered. 
Contract work,

railways & hospitals.
Courier service, female drivers. 

Wedding car also available.
From 6:30am till late

PROFESSIONAL MOBILE DOG GROOMERS
Mutley’sMutley’s

Fully qualified dog handlers
Pick up & drop off service 
Home boarding available
No area too far
For a competitive price 
on any dog, give us a call

tel: 01388 813297
mobile: 07951 501658

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

King  James  Rocks  for  National 
Anti-Bullying  Week

Students at King James 
I Academy were thrilled 
to find themselves unex-
pectedly dancing in the 
aisles at an Anti-Bullying 
Week assembly, arranged 
by Assistant Head, Mrs 
Jennings. 
Vibrant pop-punk band, 
The Silence, who are 
fronted by the flame haired 
Livvy Griffiths, visited the 
Academy as part of their UK 
Schools Tour to entertain 
students and talk about the 
effects of bullying and the 
importance of speaking up 
if you are a victim.
The live gig was the culmi-

nation of a week-long series 
of anti-bullying awareness 
sessions and events taking 
place across the school and 
the official launch of the 
‘King James Peer Mentors’, 
a team of students from 
all year groups who offer 
support and friendship to 
students in need. 
“We have an innovative 
and very effective anti-
bullying strategy at King 
James,” said Mrs Jennings. 
“I believe this is due to the 
high level of open commu-
nication between students, 
teachers and student 
support workers. Students 

feel confident in approach-
ing our Student Support 
Team and are encouraged 
to look out for, and take re-
sponsibility for each other; 
our Peer Mentors are an 
extension of this ethos.”
“We are always looking 
for new ways to deliver a 
positive message at King 
James and this visit from 
The Silence has certainly 
united students through 
music. Different year 
groups are now engaging in 
excited conversation about 
the event and new friend-
ships have been formed; it 
was a huge success.”

King James Peer Mentors and Student Support Worker, Miss Stewart, pictured after the 
live gig with Livvy and Max Griffiths, Liam Slack and Gary Johnston from The Silence.

Advertise in 
The Press
Call Jeff on

01388 775896
0790 999 2731

Police are investigat-
ing after three lurcher 
dogs were stolen from an 
allotment next to Bishop 
Auckland Rugby Club.
The animals, two adults 
and a puppy, all male, were 
taken between 4pm on 
Monday 26th November and 
11am the following day.
PC Sarah Rodgers said a 
number of other reports 
about dogs being stolen 
from allotments and 
gardens in Bishop Auckland 
have been received, and 
that a dark-coloured 
Subaru Forester estate car 
had been spotted close to 
where some of the thefts 
had occurred.

She added, “I would urge 
dog owners to be vigilant 
regarding their animals’ 
safety. As in this case, 
allotments are often away 
from residential areas with 
no one on-hand to keep 
an eye on them. Where 
possible, robust security 
measures should be put in 
place.”
Anyone with informa-
tion regarding the theft, 
the whereabouts of the 
stolen animals, or similar 
incidents are asked to 
contact Durham Police on 
the non-emergency number 
101, quoting DHM-27112012-
0331, for the attention of 
PC Rodgers.

Concern  over  dog  
thefts

The Women’s Refuge in 
Bishop Auckland provides 
accommodation and 
support for women and 
children who are victims of 
domestic abuse. 
This Christmas, the Refuge 

is full, as usual. 
Staff at the refuge are 
appealing for gifts of new 
toys, toiletries, books etc, 
which can be dropped off 
at 9 Etherley Lane, Bishop 
Auckland.

All aspects of painting
£13/hr - £12 pensioners
Tel Tony: 776156

Honest, reliable, local lad. 
Small jobs welcome.
Odd jobs considered.

Happy to Help!

Tony Pearson
Painting

DFC Fuels
Cash & Carry Coal

(Off Coundon bypass)
Tel: 01388 665966

Suppliers of a wide variety of quality, bagged (25kg) solid fuels, 
including: Coal, Cobbles, Premium Anthracite Nuts and Grains, 

Newheat Smokeless Ovoids, Burnwell Ovoids, Pet Coke (ideal for 
greenhouses), HOTMAX Heat Logs (20kg) & Logs and Sticks.

Please call us for our WINTER WARMER PRICES

We are also you local supplier of:
Gilbertson & Page DOG FOOD range, which includes: 

Dr John-Platinum, Gold & Silver, Gilpa Kennel, Pup & Junior, 
Arkwright’s Chicken & Beef (All 15kg bags) &

BEDMAX & LITTLEMAX Shavings (20kg bales)

Christmas opening hours:
Fri 21st Dec 9am - 5pm as normal

Sat 22nd Dec 9.30 - 11.30am as normal
Sun 23rd Dec 11am - 2pm

Fri 28th Dec 9am - 5pm
Sat 29th Dec 9.30 - 11.30am

Mon 31st Dec 8 - 11am
Re-opening Thurs 3rd Jan 2013 9am as normal

We would like to wish all of our customers a Merry Christmas 
& we hope to see you all in the New Year!

Appeal  for  Women’s  
Refuge

1950s  Tea  Dance
Beamish Museum is inviting 
residents to a 1950s Tea 
Dance, which will be held 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall on Saturday 2nd 
February.

Admission is free and 
dancing will take place 
between 1.30pm and 
3.30pm.
Free refreshments will also 
be available.
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Dave Naylor 
Digital

Digital Aerial 
Upgrade only £25

Freesat + Sky
Multi-point Installs
Any Quote Beaten
No extra cost. All 

prices agreed before 
work commences.
0777 955 7148

College  staff  trial  electric  car

Staff at Bishop Auckland 
College are taking part in a 
six month trial road testing 
an electric car.
The college has been 
selected to take part in The 
Switch EV regional trial, 
which is loaning 44 electric 
vehicles to employers and 
families for six months at a 
time across the region.
Staff will drive the Peugeot 
iOn electric car for business 
use to identify fuel savings 
as they also give feedback 
on the driving experience. 
Data will be collected and 
analysed, including their 
perceptions of the car both 
before and after the trial.
One of eight regional 
trials across the country, 

the data and perceptions 
study will be researched by 
Newcastle University and 
supplied to the Technology 
Strategy Board, which will 
inform the Department 
of Transport as to the 
outcomes.
Students are also getting 
involved in the trial, having 
taken part in an enterprise 
competition to produce 
window sun visors for the 
electric vehicle.
Charge Your Car have 
installed an electric 
charging point at the front 
of the college for the 
vehicle, which has been 
provided by Simon Bailes 
Peugeot of Stockton-on-
Tees.

Liz Gray, Senior Consultant 
at Switch EV, who delivered 
‘how to drive the car’ 
training to staff, said, “It’s 
great to have the college’s 
participation and to see 
the enthusiasm from staff 
and students to learn more 
about electric cars.
“It will be really interest-
ing finding out how the car 
compares with their other 
vehicles; most companies 
are seeing how such a car 
can be extremely cost 
effective given the increase 
in petrol and diesel in 
recent years. The scheme 
provides green benefits too 
- something which students 
in particular are keen to 
see.”

College’s Head of Finance Lynn Heighton, Enterprise Manager Graeme Trevor, Estates & 
Facilities Manager Kara Ovington, and Liz Gray of Switch EV with (front) Motor Vehicle 
students Dean Pull and Lawrence Cox.

GARNETTS
Saturday 15th December
Leeds Christmas shopper
Adult: £11.50 Child £10.50

Call us now on (01388) 604419
Visit our booking agents: Bondgate Newsagents, 45 Fore Bondgate. (01388) 602186

www.garnettscoaches.com

Saturday 16th December
Christmas mystery 

tour speCiaL
Adult: £10 Child £8

Chess  club
Bishop Auckland Chess Club 
meets every Monday at the 
Hospital Club on Escomb 
Road from 8pm.

New members are always 
welcome. For more infor-
mation call 01388 663208 
or 01388 774239.

St Anne’s Church in the 
Market Place, Bishop 
Auckland, will be selling 
mince pies and hot drinks 
in aid of Christian Aid on 

Friday 14th December, 
from 10am to 12 noon.
There will also be a raffle. 
Donations of mince pies 
will be gratefully received. 

Mince  pie  fundraiser

Glitzy  success
Bishop Auckland 
Community Events’ recent 
‘Glitz’ fundraiser, held 
at Hardwick Hall, was a 
resounding success, with 

£1,800 being raised for the 
James Cook Oncology Unit, 
as well as an additional 
£536 bank match from 
Barclays Bank.

The Everything 5p Bus 
will be at the Sure Start 
Children’s Centre, St 
Helen’s, at 10.30am and 
at St Mary’s Church in 

Vart Road at 11.15am on 
Tuesday, 11th December.
All funds raised are in aid 
of St Cuthbert’s Care. Go 
along and grab a bargain!

Everything  5p  Bus

How to contact us:
By email:
bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk
By post or in person:
Bishop Press, First Floor, Town Council Offices, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon. DL4 1AH.
By telephone or voicemail:
(01388) 775896 or 07909 992 731.
Leave items for the paper at:
Woodhouse Close Library / Town Hall Library
How to advertise:
We can design an eye catching advert tailored 
to your specific needs. A breakdown of costs is 
available bishoppress.com
The Bishop Press is delivered free of charge to homes and  busi-
nesses in Bishop Auckland, Tindale and Toronto and has sister 
papers in Ferryhill & Chilton and Shildon.

            Bishop press
  The

Are  you  a  budding  poet?
United Press is encouraging 
residents in the town to 
e n ter i ts free annual contest 
to find the best local poem 
about Bishop Auckland.
The top poem will win 
£1,000 in cash. There is no 
age limit and no entry fee.
The competition is designed 

to encourage newcomers, 
young and old, to ‘have a 
go’ at poetry.
A spokesperson said, 
“The poem can be about 
something from your home 
area. It can be descriptive, 
historic, romantic, factual 
or personal - anything you 

like, as long as there’s a 
local connection.”
Send up to 3 poems, of no 
more than 25 lines and 160 
words each, to Local Poem, 
United Press, Admail 3735 
London EC1B 1JB, or email 
www.unitedpress.co.uk by 
31st December.Tr i mmers

Hair Design Consultancy

Combining vast experience with modern techniques

•	 Established	30	years
•	 Expert	consultation	on	arrival	to	ensure	

we	understand	your	needs
•	 Specialists	in	brides	and	prom
•	 Piercing	studio

£10 DISCOUNT with this advert on any colour service. BOOK NOW!

156 Newgate Street •	 Bishop Auckland DL14 7JE
Tel: 01388 602001
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BONDGATE HAND CAR WASH 
VALETING & PARKING CENTRE

New Indoor Secured Parking and Car Sales
8am - 6pm Weekdays (prices start from £2 per day)

07906 785 235 for details and bookings
57 BONDGATE, BISHOP AUCKLAND, DL14 7PE

Car Wash
from £3.50

Mini Valets
from £15

Full Valets
from £30

Loyalty 
Card 

Scheme

For people with mental 
health problems, Christmas 
can be a very difficult 
time of year. Loneliness 
and isolation can seem so 
much worse when people 
all around you are celebrat-
ing, the stress and financial 
impact can be enormous, 
and mental health services 
often see an increase in 
depression, self harm and 
suicide attempts. 
There is advice available on 
how to look after yourself at 
Christmas – visit the Mental 

Health North East website 
at www.mhne.co.uk or the 
Mental Health Foundation 
at www.mentalhealth.org.
uk.
Richmond Fellowship is a 
national charity offering 
several support services 
across the county, and they 
currently have vacancies 
in the Shildon and Bishop 
Auckland areas for one 
of their floating support 
services. 
The IT floating support offers 
emotional and practical 

support to people with 
mental health problems, 
and can also provide 
computer equipment and 
basic training to help them 
develop skills and become 
less isolated. 
For more information, call 
01388 748732.
If you find Christmas a 
difficult time, don’t forget 
there are always people 
available to offer support, 
such as the Samaritans on 
08457 909090 and SANEline 
on 08457 678000.

Lonely  this  Christmas?

Action  to  stop  speeding  in 
Bishop  Auckland
Residents on Woodhouse 
Close Estate have seen a 
range of action taken in 
recent weeks to tackle the 
problem of speeding in the 
area. 
Members of the community 
met with neighbourhood 
officers at a police and 
communities together 
(PACT) meeting to decide 
on local policing priorities. 
During the meeting 
speeding was identified 
as an issue, with the 
main locations of concern 
being Greenfields Road, 
Brooklands and Woodhouse 
Lane. 
On 7th November the road 
policing unit carried out 
patrols within the priority 
areas. During these patrols 
ten endorsable fixed 
penalty notices were issued 
to motorists travelling 

along the 30mph roads at 
excess speeds. 
On 9th November, a safety 
camera van was deployed 
to Woodhouse Lane for an 
hour and a half. During this 
time, 39 endorsable fixed 
penalty notices were issued 
to motorists travelling over 
the 30mph speed limit. 
As a result of the PACT 
meeting, local residents 
also volunteered to 
assist local officers and 
PCSOs with a community 
speedwatch operation, 
to monitor the speed 
of vehicles in the key 
locations.
If you would like to 
assist with community 
speedwatch, contact 
your local neighbourhood 
policing team on 101. 
The next Woodhouse Close 
and Etherley Dene PACT 

meeting is on Wednesday 
5th December at 6.30pm 
in Auckland Youth and 
Community Centre (AYCC) 
on Walker Drive. 
The next PACT meetings in 
the town are as follows;
• Woodhouse Close Estate, 

Greenfields & Etherley 
Dene, Wednesday 
9th January, 6.30pm, 
Woodhouse Close 
Community Church.

• Bishop Auckland Town 
& Toronto, Wednesday 
12th December, 6.30pm, 
Wetherspoons.

• Henknowle, South Church 
& Cockton Hill, Wednesday 
19th December, 6pm 
Community Centre, 
Cumbria Place.

• West Auckland, St Helen’s 
& Tindale, Wednesday 
19th December, 7pm, 
Starbucks.

Cockton Hill WMC

Open daily from 11.30am till 11.30pm
You can watch ‘At the Races’ and ‘Racing UK’

Large free function room always available
Tel: 01388 609817 / 01388 605136

Saturday 8th December: ‘colin campbell’
Saturday 15th December: ‘michael becker’
Saturday 22nd December: ‘chelsea brooks’

(free admission)

It’s now getting near to 
Xmas and your party 

is just round the corner. 
Why not call

Jamie’s Taxis
And request the

PARTY BUS!
Call 01388 606 267
For bookings & further details

Police are appealing for 
information after a trike 
was stolen from outside a 
house in the Etherley Lane 
area of Bishop Auckland.
The vehicle was taken 
following a burglary at 
the property, which took 
place overnight on Friday 
23rd November.
A Saab 9-3 saloon, 

which was also stolen 
during the incident, was 
later recovered in the 
Woodhouse Close area of 
the town.
The distinctive moped, 
which is silver in colour 
and branded 'Nippi Trippy', 
is likely to have damage to 
the front where a facia 
panel came loose and was 

Moped  stolen  during  burglary
left at the scene.
Anyone with information 
that might help police 
with their enquiries is 
asked to contact Detective 
Constable Dave Rooney at 
Bishop Auckland CID on 
101.
Alternatively, call 
Crimestoppers anony-
mously on 0800 555 111.

Police have released 
a photo of a bike that 
was recovered in Bishop 
Auckland in a bid to trace 
the owner.
The ‘Giant’ branded 
mountain bike was found 
on Sunday 25th November 
in Westcott Drive, South 
Church. It is white in 
colour and has distinc-
tive white ‘cateye’ lights 
and a white water bottle 
attached to it.

Officers believe it may 
have been stolen and that 
the owner may be unaware 
at this stage that the bike 
has gone.
Anyone who recognises 
the bike, or has informa-
tion that might assist 
police with their attempts 
to reunite the bike with its 
owner, is asked to contact 
Detective Constable Mark 
Forster at Bishop Auckland 
police on 101.

Does  this  bike  
belong  to  you?

The bike was recovered in Westcott Drive.

Christmas  concert
A Christmas concert 
featuring St John’s 
Secondary School Choir 
will be taking place at 
Bishop Auckland Town Hall 
on Friday 14th December, 
from 7.30pm.

Tickets cost £7 for adults, 
£5 for concessions and 
£3 for children and are 
available by calling 01388 
834359 or 01388 747621. 
Tickets will also be 
available on the door.

Carols  around  the  
Christmas  Tree
Woodhouse Close Library 
is inviting residents to join 
them for Carols Around 
the Christmas Tree, with 
children from Cockton Hill 
Infants School.
The event will be held on 
Monday 17th December from 
10am, when the children 

will perform a selection of 
Christmas songs from their 
Nativity Play.
The event is free 
and festive refresh-
ments will be provided.  
For more information 
contact the Library on 
01388 604612.
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S-CARS LTD

4-5 Post Office Street, Spennymoor
19 Blackgate, Coxhoe
www.scars.co.uk

Spennymoor: 01388 811 855
Coxhoe: 0191 377 0236

Dealer level diagnostic on 
Audi, VW, Seat & Skoda

Service & Repair on 
all makes and models
Air Con Service £48

MOTs £40

The Bishop Auckland Town 
Team are putting together 
various events to encourage 
more people to shop in the 
town this Christmas,
Did you know that Santa is 
coming to Bishop Auckland?  
Well, yes, he is and will be 
in town on Saturday 15th 
December and again on 
Saturday 22nd December. 
This is a free opportu-
nity to take your children 
along so they can post 
their Christmas 'Wish List' 
(below) in Santa’s Post Box, 
which he will take back 
with him to the North Pole.  
Children will be able to 
see Santa in the following 
locations:
• 10.00am – 11.30am, 

outside the Newgate 
Centre

• 12.00pm – 1.30pm, 
outside Lemon Grove, 140 
Newgate Street

• 2.00pm – 3.30pm, inside 
Beales Department Store 
– Toy Department.

The Bishop Auckland Town 
Team will also be putting on 
a Christmas-themed events 
package on both Saturdays, 
which will include The 
Bishop Auckland & District 

Pipes and Drums and much 
more.
Many of the shops in the 
town will also be staying 

open later on the following 
days; Thursday 20th, Friday 
21st and Saturday 22nd 
December.

Santa inside Beales Department Store.

Santa  Claus  is  comin’  to  town
Police are appealing for 
witnesses after a vehicle 
was damaged in Bishop 
Auckland.
The incident occurred on 
Tuesday 13th November, 
between 7.50pm and 
8.10pm, when the 
windscreen of a vehicle 
was damaged.

The vehicle was parked 
in Croxdale Grove, Bishop 
Auckland. 
Anyone who may hold in-
formation in relation to the 
incident is asked to contact 
PC 2674 Murray at Bishop 
Auckland Neighbourhood 
Policing Team on the non-
emergency number, 101.  

Vehicle  damage

Christmas Wish List 
Dear Santa, 
For Christmas I would like... 

……………………………..………. 
……………………………..………. 
…………………………..…………. 
……………………………………...
………………………………………
…………………………………...... 

Visit Santa in Bishop Auckland: 
 

10:00am - 11:30am  Outside Newgate Centre 
12 Noon - 1:30pm    Outside Lemon Grove 
2:00pm - 3:30pm      Inside Beales Department Store (Toy Dept) 

Christmas Wish List 
Dear Santa, 
For Christmas I would like... 

……………………………..………. 
……………………………..………. 
…………………………..…………. 
……………………………………...
………………………………………
…………………………………...... 

Visit Santa in Bishop Auckland: 
 

10:00am - 11:30am  Outside Newgate Centre 
12 Noon - 1:30pm    Outside Lemon Grove 
2:00pm - 3:30pm      Inside Beales Department Store (Toy Dept) 

Alan Lawson, of Newgate 
Street, Bishop Auckland, 
was released on bail by 
magistrates at Newton 
Aycliffe recently and will 
now appear at Durham 
Crown Court on 7th 
January, after magistrates 
declined jurisdiction in his 
case. 
The 58 year-old faces 
charges that between 
October 2003 and 
November 2011 he had 
failed to notify the 
Department of Work and 
Pensions of changes in 

Benefits  fraud
circumstances which he 
knew would affect his 
Disability Living Allowance 
and Incapacity Benefit, 
and that he had also made 
a false statement with a 
view to obtaining Housing 
Benefit and Council Tax 
Benefit.
These matters were said 
to have become apparent 
when he was employed 
as a fitness instructor 
for Sedgefield Borough 
Council.
Lawson had been awarded 
£88,000 in benefits.

Groups around Wear 
Valley are celebrating this 
Christmas thanks to the 
Better Homes, Better Lives 
fund.
The fund has agreed 
grants totalling £1,300 
to help local organisa-
tions pay for Christmas 
meals and trips to see a 
pantomime. Among those 
benefitting are Woodhouse 
Close Community Centre, 
Willington Disabled Club and 
Barrington Bites Luncheon 
Club.
Youth clubs have also been 
given early Christmas 
presents by the Better 
Homes, Better Lives 
fund, including a grant 
of £500 towards security 

Festive  cheer  thanks  
to  small  grants  fund

at Auckland Youth and 
Community Centre and £500 
for kit and equipment for St 
Mary’s youth football teams 
in Bishop Auckland.
Run by Dale & Valley Homes 
with contributions from 
Gentoo and Esh Property 
Services, the fund exists to 
make small grants which will 
help community projects in 
the Wear Valley area.
Peter Chaffer, chief 
executive of Dale & Valley 
Homes, said, “Over the 
years we have helped many 
groups on more than one 
occasion, but we would love 
to hear from new people 
who would like to start a 
new group or revitalise an 
existing one.”
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IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote
Tel: 07826527952

01388 720009

Two volunteers who 
present a radio show on 
local radio station Bishop 
FM have taken part in a 
24-hour radio marathon.
Between midday on 
Saturday 1st December 
and midday on Sunday 
2nd December, the duo 
managed to introduce 
every record played, as 
well as hold discussions on 
a wide range of topics. 
Jack Rivers and Rowen 
Coulthard, who front the 
regular Thursday night 
review show from 7pm 
till 8pm, decided to take 
part in the sponsored 24 
hour show to raise funds 
for their trip to Peru next 
July. 
Project Peru is run by St. 

Johns R.C. school in Bishop 
Auckland and is now in its 
5th year. 
A group of twenty-five 6th 
form students will travel 
with five teachers to teach 
English and help to build 
a classroom for students 
who have had to relocate 
due to flooding. However, 
the students need to raise 
£1,600 each to fund the 
fourteen day trip.
After gaining fifteen main 
sponsors for the show, Jack 
and Rowen raised over 
£700 towards the trip.
A spokesperson for 
students said, “A big thank 
you to Bishop FM 105.9 
for letting them use the 
facilities and the other 
broadcasters when they 

took over their shows, 
along with main sponsors, 
Beverley's, Sloppy Joes, 
Durham County Roofing, 
Asem Construction, 
Coulthards Motor Factors, 
Longstaffs Bakery, Bishop 
Auckland Tyres n Tests, 
South Durham Enterprise 
Agency, Chittocks 
Traditonal Grocers, 
Planarch Design, Cre8ive 
Graphics, Alun Armstrong 
Soccer Centre, Black Horse 
at Tudhoe and Anthony 
Walters Solicitors.”
If you would like to help 
with the youngsters’ spon-
sorship efforts, contact 
Jo Hopper at jhopper@
stjohnsrc.org.uk or Michael 
Stephenson at mstephen-
son@stjohnsrc.org.uk.

Take a walk in a winter 
wonderland or take your 
chance with a Christmas 
lucky dip to get into the 
festive spirit next month.
Durham County Council 
is urging people in Bishop 
Auckland to keep fit and 
healthy despite the cold 
weather this winter, by 
running a series of guided 
walks and offering leisure 
centre users the chance to 
win some great prizes.
The council’s guided walks 
are a great opportunity to 
wrap up against the cold, 
uncover history, discover 
birds and wildlife or get 
creative with an art or pho-
tography walk. 
There are many walks 
across the county taking in 
different sights and sounds 

and walks for beginners as 
well as more challenging 
routes.
The guided walks are 
organised by the council’s 
countryside service. 
Maria Murphy, country-
side development officer, 
said, “Grab your walking 
boots and discover the 
wonderful countryside on 
your doorstep. All ages are 
welcome and we will help 
you find the walk that is 
most suitable for you.”
For more information on 
the guided walks contact 
the Countryside Service on 
0191 372 9100 or download 
a guide at www.durham.
gov.uk/countryside 
Until December 31st, 
visitors at Durham County 
Council run leisure centres, 

including Woodhouse Close 
Leisure Centre, can enter 
a lucky dip to win prizes 
such as ipods and free gym 
memberships.
For swimming timetables 
log on to: www.durham.
gov.uk/swimming.
Charlotte Dallas, business 
development manager 
with Durham County 
Council, said, “This Is 
the perfect opportunity 
to visit your local leisure 
centre for a chance to win 
fantastic prizes. Also, take 
advantage of discounted 
leisure rates to swim, get 
fit, stay active and feel 
great.”
For more information 
contact Woodhouse Close 
Leisure Centre on 01388 
761634.

Stay  fit  this  winter

Oasis Limetree House | St John’s Road | Shildon
DL4 1LU | 01388 772678 | Shildon@oasisdentalcare.com

Please follow us on twitter @oasisshildon

We are now accepting new 
NHS patients. Implants, 
invisalign & cosmetics.
Saturday appointments

now available.
Book now for your child’s winter check up. 

(Goody bag for all children.)

Carpet Cleaning 
Offer

Lounge carpet & stair 
carpet cleaned and 

deodorised for only £35
Excellent results, 

quick drying.

A1 Cleaning 
Specialist
Call or text Ian on 

07506 565 886

Support your 
local paper!
Please mention 

The  Bishop Press 
when responding to 

Advertisements

A Bishop Auckland-
born teacher has been  
appointed Head Teacher 
of a prestigious London 
school.
Andrew Parkin will 
begin his new post at St 
Dominic’s RC 6th Form 
College in Harrow on the 
Hill, currently the 8th best 
school in the country, in 
January. 
The 39 year-old attended 

St Wilfrid’s Primary 
School in the town before 
studying at St John’s 
secondary school and 
then Queen Elizabeth’s 
6th Form College in 
Darlington. After gaining 
his degree at Durham 
University, Andrew went 
on to become a music 
teacher before accepting 
the job as a Head Teacher 
at another London school.

Teacher  appointed  
Head  at  top  school

Andrew Parkin will begin his new job in the New Year.

A  marathon  fundraiser

E + E  CORN
Peel Street, Bishop Auckland, 01388 603333

Christmas Trees Delivered 
FREE in the Bishop 

Auckland area

Holly Wreaths from £6
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Bishop Auckland Fylands House, Tindale Crescent

01388  603 525

The U14 Kings have 
managed to gain a new 
sponsor after having their 
best start to the season 
with 10 games unbeaten 
(9 wins and 1 draw). Hays 
Travel of Bishop Auckland 
is donating its yearly 
collection money to the 
team to buy some new 
winter jackets. 
“Many thanks to Leanne 
and Maria and all the staff 
and customers of Hays 
Travel for their very kind 
donations,” said a spokes-
person.
St. Marys Angels FC Under 
14s had a terrific 5-0 win 
over Seaton Carew with 
their best performance of 
the season. 
The goals came from Danni 
Stephenson (2), Shannon 
Reed, Kimberley Dodds 
and Victoria Rodgers, but 
the whole team played 
brilliantly.
The U12s played two 
games with a close 1-0 loss 
against Washington and 
then a 1-1 draw against 
Plain Farm Pinks: two good 
performances and getting 
better all the time.
Any girl players of any 
age interested in joining 
St. Mary’s Angels should 
make contact through the 
website at www.basmj.
com.
A total of 15 games have 
been played by the teams 
since the last report, with 
9 wins and 2 draws and 
three teams topping their 
leagues.
U11 Kings had the biggest 
win with a 12-0 victory 
over Newton Aycliffe 
Juniors, which included 3 
hat-tricks scored by Charlie 
Ellison, Liam Robson and 
Jack Glasper followed 

by one each from Lewis 
Poppleton, Alfie Newby 
and Hamish Wigley-Smith.
The U7s had a great 8-0 
win over Richmond with 
goals from Ellis Hallimond 
(4), Adam Wilson (3), and 
Charlie Twinn. 
The U8 Aces had a good 3-0 
win over Newton Aycliffe 
with goals from Danny 
Shaw, and MOM Robbie 
Wilkinson (2).
The U8 Kings were very 
unlucky against Billingham 
after leading 2-0 with both 
goals from Tommy Hawkes 
but then lost 3-2. 
The U9 Aces lost 3-1 
against Golden Flats while 
the U9 Kings had a great 
1-0 win in a very close 
game against Greatham 
to stay a close second in 
the league. Joseph Foster 
scored the all-important 
goal.
The U10s also had a great 
3-2 win against Greatham  
with goals from Ollie 
Johnson, Regan Nixon and 
Corbyn Mitchell. 
The U11 Aces lost 5-1 at 
Nunthorpe with Aaron 
Willoughby scoring. They 
are looking for players to 
strengthen their squad. 
Any players interested in 
a trial should call Dave 
Willoughby on 07969 
040852.
The U12s lost 2-0 against a 
very good Marton FC side 
and put up a good display.
The U13s had a great 7-1 
win away at Sunderland 
Redhouse with 5 goals 
from Bailey Prudhoe and 
two from Adam Dobson.
The U14 Aces had a close 
game against Marton FC 
ending in a 1-1 draw with 
another important goal 
from Leon Roe.

The U14 Kings stayed top 
of Division Three with a 
5-1 win over Thirsk Falcons 
with a hat-trick from Harry 
Coulthard. His last goal 
was made possible after 
a great run from Kieran 
Kirkby. The other goals 
came from Myles Swift and 
Sam Parnaby, with his 26th 
league goal of the season. 
Thomas Wilkinson was also 
outstanding filling in as 
goalkeeper.  
The U15 Aces picked up 
a good point with a close 
0-0 draw against Barnard 
Castle.
The U15 Kings had a very 
good 4-2 win to stay top of 
the league over Stockton 
Rangers with goals from 
James Pugh (2), Kieran 
Maddison and Marc Miles.
The U16s had a great 4-1 
win over Great Ayton with 
goals from Nathan Wall 
(2), Anth Stout and Jake 
Findley. The side are now 
fundraising with a goal of  
£650 per player to fund 
their trip to the Barcelona 
Junior cup next July. 
“If any business wants to 
sponsor a player or can 
help in any way, contact 
the club via the website 
at www.basmj.com. The 
company name will be 
advertised in the local 
papers as well as on our 
website,” said a spokes-
person.
The club’s next Sports 
Night to help raise funds 
for the trip is already 
sold out. Guest speakers 
are Bryan Robson (ex-Man 
Utd) and Steve Daley 
(ex-Man City). With 250 
tickets sold, the venue has 
had to be changed to the 
Belvedere WMC on Friday, 
8th February.

St  Mary’s  round  up
BISHOP AUCKLAND 

FOOtBALL CLUB
UPCOMING FIxtUreS

Wednesday 12th December
Home v Guisborough Town

Saturday 15th December
Home v Billingham Synthonia

Tuesday 18th December
Away v Consett

Saturday 22nd December
Away v Whitley Bay

Wednesday 26th December
Home v  Newton Aycliffe


